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Following is the text of
the speech delivered by
Communist Party of In-
dia general secretary D
Raja while he was ex-
tending fraternal greet-
ings to 23rd Congress of the
CPI (M):

On behalf of the Com-
munist Party of India, I
extend REVOLUTION-
ARY greetings to the 23rd

Congress of the Commu-
nist Party of India
(Marxist). I express my
sincere thanks for invit-
ing me to the inaugural
session.

The 23rd Congress of
the CPI(M) is taking
place in Kerala, which
made history for demo-
cratically electing a
communist government
six decades back in 1957.
Since then, all through
these years, Kerala has
remained a unique cen-
tre of the left and
democratic movement in
our country. The pre-
eminence that Kerala
achieved on this score is
based on the innumer-
able struggles and
movements launched by
the people, which im-
mensely contributed to
the freedom movement
and subsequently, dur-
ing the
post-Independence pe-
riod, for creating an
alternative Communist-
led model of
development, which is
people-centric.

Dear Delegates, your

Congress is taking place
at a critical time, when the
country is facing unprec-
edented attacks from the
rightwing forces on the
very fundamentals of
Indian Republic. How-
ever, the future is not
bleak as the masses —
workers, farmers,
women, youth, students
and other sections of the
working people — are in
no mood to take the anti-
people and divisive
moves lying low. They
are out on the streets to
safeguard their hard-
earned rights.

After the financial
meltdown of 2008-09, the
rise of rightwing
authoritarianism became
a global phenomenon as
neo-liberal pro-corpo-
rate forces captured
power in many parts of
the world. Those forces
are bent upon destroying
the progressive, inclu-
sive and scientific
achievements of human-
ity. Fascist forces have
already expanded their
bases alarmingly in Ger-
many and other
European countries, tak-
ing advantage of the
unrest due to falling liv-
ing standards, growing
unemployment, infla-
tion, etc. We see a steep
arms race once again,
fuelled largely by the US
military industrial com-
plex. The latest in the
series of imperialist ad-
vances is the attempt by
imperialist forces led by

the US and NATO to de-
stabilize peace and
security, at the cost of the
lives of both Russians
and Ukrainians. In our
neighbourhood too,
there is massive unrest
and instability in Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, Sri
Lanka, Bangladesh,
Nepal and Myanmar. It
appears that each coun-
try is in turmoil for
different reasons but the
nefarious designs of in-
ternational finance
capital can be traced ev-
erywhere. This, of course,
is being resisted in many
a country, particularly in
Latin America.

Dear Comrades, more
than seven decades after
Independence, poverty
and extreme inequality
still continue to plague
our country. The situa-
tion has worsened in the
last few years. Our coun-
try has seen a sharp
decline on almost every
development indicator,
including fundamentals
like the Hunger Index.
The concentration of
wealth at the top of the
society is taking alarm-
ing proportions while
millions suffer in penury
and deprivation. The
COVID-19 crisis has ex-
posed the unequal
nature of the much-trum-
peted growth.

The BJP government
under Narendra Modi is
engaged in subverting
the basic values that de-

fine our nation. Secular-
ism, democracy,
federalism, welfare-state
and the independent
character of our foreign
policy are all being sub-
verted. All institutions
like Judiciary, Election
Commission and the
Parliament are being
undermined. Watchdogs
of our polity like CBI and
ED are being used to in-
timidate political
opponents contrary to
their mandate. The BJP-
RSS never subscribed to

our representative de-
mocracy and now they
are subverting the consti-
tutional bedrock of our
Republic.

The unilateral abroga-
tion of Article 370,
bringing the discrimina-
tory CAA, pro-corporate
Farm Laws, Labour
Codes are examples of
the high-handed authori-
tarian Modi government.
The BJP is using their
parliamentary majority
to undermine the Parlia-

CPI general secretary D Raja extending
fraternal greetings
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WE NEED BROADEST FRONT
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EditorialEditorialEditorialEditorialEditorial

The National Council of the Communist Party of India appeals
to all state councils, all national council members, friends and
supporters to donate liberally for Com C K Chandrappan Memo-
rial, which is under final stages of construction at Kollam in Kerala.

Com C K Chandrappan Memorial would have been ready by this
time. Unfortunately, the Corona Pandemic and the lockdowns that
followed including ban on construction activities have delayed the
completion. Com C K Chandrappan needs no introduction and al-
most all the present leaders of the Party and its mass organisations
have at one time or another worked along with him.

The National Council, while congratulating the Kerala state
council of the Party, its members, sympathisers and supporters for
the successful nearing-completion of the Memorial, appeals to all
National Council members, state councils other than Kerala, friends
and sympathisers to extend all possible financial support so that
the Memorial comes into effective functioning in a couple of months.

Yours Comradely,

D. Raja

Donate Liberally for Com C K Chandrappan Memorial
Bank Account Details:
Name of the Holder

Secretary, CPI Kerala
State Council

Name of the Bank
State Bank of India

Branch
SBI, Puthenchanthai

Branch
Account No.

67135194766
IFS Code

SBIN0070026
NB: Donors are requested to inform Roykutty at

cpiofindia@gmail.com  and or Chidambaram at
chidambaram.natraj@gmail.com with the bank details and
donor’s details.

Even long before independence, in
1888, Sir John Stratchy told the Cambridge
undergraduates “...There is not and never
was an India, or even any country of In-
dia, no Indian nation, no people of India
about whom we hear so much...that men
of Punjab. Bengal, north west provinces
and Madras...should ever feel that they
belong to one great Indian nation, is im-
possible.” It was the base line for the
British to restrain our multiplicity from
emerging as one. They had realised that
India had emerged as one when the first
war of independence was launched in
1857. Since then, there is no rest. At ev-
ery turn of history, efforts, feeble as they
always were, kept alive to obscure the
idea of Indian nation. But the very objec-
tive of 1857 could not be obliterated.
Independence for whom? Not for one state
or one region, it was for the entire people,
the Indian people. The rebellion ex-
panded both in geographical and social
terms, in continuous rise and fall of waves,
and then there were the high points, in
1905-1908, 1919-1922, 1928-1934, 1942 and
1945-46. There were several correspond-
ing streams, in new forms.  Swadeshi,
boycott, passive resistance, and on the
other hand there was the evolution of revo-
lutionary consciousness, within and
without the country, strikes, outbursts of
urban workers, peasants and tribals. It
was in 1920 that All India Trade Union
Congress was founded, few years later,
in 1925, Communist Party of India was
formed and a decade and half later, in
1936, Kisan Sabha and All India students
Federation were born. The colonialism

kept changing its stance to crush the awak-
ening process of the masses both at physical
and also at consciousness level. They were
doing everything to nourish the right re-
action, but it could never become a force
to reckon with despite the fact that there was
encouragement from not only the colonial
forces but also from Mussolini in     Italy
and Hitler in Germany. In contrast, the first
anti-fascist demonstration was staged in
Bombay with the participation of seventy
thousand workers and the common masses
in 1939. Multiplicity was in the leading
sources of freedom struggle itself.  Since
1885 when the Congress was formed to 1947,
when the country became free, India
emerged as a nation with a Constitution
that was adopted in 1950, and we became
a Sovereign Democratic Republic. Despite
the partition, and the tragedy that came with
it, country remained as one. In first general
elections, Communists were voted to be the
second largest party. It was declared by
Nehru, the first prime minister as victory
of secularism. Defeat of the rightist forces
was almost complete. United they got only
seven seats. But that was not the end. The
majority religious ultra nationalism that was
initiated parallel to the national freedom
struggle was also to weaken it and along
with that to facilitate the advent of impe-
rialism. Their collaborative efforts became
imperative for nourishing the colonial
forces prior to independence. In   post in-
dependence years, it was their efforts to
weaken the democratic structure in the
country and in the process made them to
join the most potent forces to destroy the
multiplicity Indian people were so proud
of. We moved on creating foundations of

self sufficient economy, building up pub-
lic sector, nationalising banks, mines,
road transport, aviation and railways,
electricity, hospitals, schools and col-
leges among others. These days were for
evolution and prospering of left move-
ment too. People elected Communists to
form the government and rule the state
of Kerala. It was a time for the right too
to gain strength. Constitution saw in its
preamble the addition, making it a sov-
ereign, democratic, secular, socialist
Republic. The new terms were to stress
the challenges from the right.  Multiplic-
ity was facing threat to its existence,
especially from the ultra nationalism of
majority community. Democracy was fac-
ing its crippling effects. On Constitution
Day, it was stressed by prime minister
that for development, the pillars of de-
mocracy have to join together, and
executive, judiciary and legislature have
to almost merge. Such steps towards
‘development’ remind one of Hitler’s
Military Industrial Complex. The initia-
tive itself is against the democratic
process that runs with fundamental
rights and the separation of powers
among the executive, the judiciary and
the legislature. Development becomes
a myth without them.

Along with that there is a caution that
one must be prepared for the conse-
quences before exerting the right to free
speech. The undercurrents in all these
statements contain serious threat to the
democratic system. It could also be a
move towards oligarchy.

Is It a Move Towards Oligarchy?
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For the last two weeks prices on Petrol, diesel and
cooking gas are increased twelve times. A litre of
petrol costs Rs. 118.4 in Mumbai and diesel Rs 105
in Chittor. Rise in fuel prices has a cascading effect
not just on transport but on sectors of economy too.
Consequently with rising prices inflation is rising
alarmingly. Finally the tax burden is falling on the
workers and middle class while the super rich is gifted
with tax breaks.

Fuel Price Hike Burden Poor, While Rich Spared

Dr Soma Marla

Citing reasons for
hike, predictably, the
Union minister of fi-
nance Nirmala
Sitharaman blamed the
oil bonds issued during
the previous govern-
ment.  A few months ago,
Union  minister of petro-
leum Hardeep Singh
Puri claimed that the
price of fuel is high due
to the taxes imposed by
the states, and  also the
fuel taxes are being used
to fund India’s LPG sub-
sidy program. Similarly,
defending the price hike,
last year, the erstwhile
petroleum minister,
Dharmendra Pradhan
had similarly claimed
that the fuel tax is being
used to finance India’s
vaccination program and
other welfare schemes.

While the present
NDA government is jus-
tifying the price rise, it is
important to unravel the
truth behind these
claims. For instance, con-
trary to the claims of the
finance minister, during
the last eight years, the
Modi government has
only repaid ¹  3,500 crore
worth of oil bonds, while
the total excise collection
from petroleum prod-
ucts was over 3,00,000
crore in 2020-21 alone.
Various taxes imposed
on fuel include Central
excise tax (as high as 50
percent) and VAT col-
lected by state
governments (from 15 to
35 percent depending on
the state). The direct sub-
sidy paid on Cooking gas
(LPG ) was stopped in
May 2020, and the lion’s
share of taxes collected
(almost two-third)  from

fuel goes to the Union
government, and not the
states. The claim of high
crude oil prices behind
the reason for the hikes
is also partially true. In
the eight years of the
Modi government, while
the cost of crude oil fell
significantly, the retail
price of petrol still con-
tinued to increase.
During eight years, the
NDA government has
collected a wind fall of
Rs. 26 lakh crores from
fuel taxes alone.

But more important
than these outright lies,
it is essential to investi-
gate the larger cause and
impact of the hike in fuel

prices — who bears the
burden of these hikes,
who benefits from the
tax collected, and
whether it really helps in
funding the welfare pro-
grams.

In the year 2020-21,
when the entire nation
was reeling under the
COVID-induced eco-
nomic distress, the prices

of petrol, diesel, and LPG
underwent massive
hikes. Within the span of
just one year, the prices
of petrol and diesel in-
creased by over 35

percent crossing ¹ 100 per
litre, while price of LPG
increased by over 50 per-
cent reaching close to ¹

1000 per cylinder in many
states.

The increase in fuel
prices not only adds to
private transportation
like cars and motor-
cycles, but also has a
cascading effect on infla-
tion by rising prices in
several other sectors of
economy on every step
in production and sup-

ply chain. It affects farm
food production to
manufacturing indus-
trial goods to services to
prices of daily essentials.

In addition to the in-
crease in prices of the
fuel, the Modi govern-
ment has also abolished
the subsidy paid on the

LPG. Since May 2020, the
little subsidy paid on
LPG has also been com-
pletely stopped. During

the recent COVID time,
a large population had
lost its savings and live-
lihoods. Nearly 20 crores
of our population is
pushed further in to pov-
erty and the need for
subsidy was more acute.
In the financial year 2022,
the Modi government is
expected to save nearly
¹ 36,000 crore on the sub-
sidy paid on LPG. With

cost of one LPG cylinder
touching Rs. 1050, most
households cannot make
a budget cut on cooking
gas, except under ex-
tremely dire
circumstances. They are
instead cutting expenses
on health, food and edu-
cation of children.

Poor bear the tax
burden

The increase in fuel
prices affects every per-
son, however it hurts the
poor the most, who have
to spend a larger portion
of their incomes to cover
this inflation. The fuel tax
is part of indirect taxes
that are a form of regres-
sive taxes, collected from
excise, GST on various
goods and services. Di-
rect taxes include wealth
tax, corporate tax, import
tax, income tax and oth-
ers collected from rich
and big industrial
houses. Ironically, the
fall in tax collection from
the rich, was made up by
increasing the taxes on
the poor. While the share
of direct taxes in the
government’s receipts
has decreased, the share
of indirect taxes, includ-
ing the excise duty from
petroleum products and
the GST, has increased.
In the financial year 2021,
the Union government’s
excise collection from pe-
troleum products
increased 74 percent
more than the previous
fiscal year. Between
April and September
2021, the excise collec-
tion from petroleum
products was 33 percent
more compared to the
same time frame of the
previous year, and 79
percent  more than the
pre-COVID levels of
2019.

Modi government has
significantly reduced the
direct taxes, and in-
creased the indirect taxes.
Modi government abol-

Price rise between September, 2021 and March
(fourth week), 2022

Commodity Price in September 2021 in Rs
Price in March, 2022, Rs Percent increase

Groundnut oil 109 170 56 percent
Palm oil 127 158 24.5 percent
Food grains 600 700 11.6 percent
Daal 1000 1500 50 percent
Cooking gas 937 1,050 12 percent
Electricity 600 1000 66.6 percent
Transport 1000 1400 46 percent
· March 24, 2o22, Hyderabad market prices.



New Age Weekly

4 April 10–16, 2022

What  the Others Say...What  the Others Say...What  the Others Say...What  the Others Say...What  the Others Say...

Yati & sabka saath
Yati Narsinghanand, head priest of Ghaziabad’s Dasna Devi

temple, out on bail after being booked for hate speech at the
Dharam Sansad in Haridwar last year, spewed communal hate
and venom again at a ‘Hindu Mahapanchayat’ in Burari on April
3, 2022. The organisers of the event had been arrested earlier
in connection with inflammatory anti-Muslim speeches made
at a similar assembly at Jantar Mantar last year. That is, a line
runs through Jantar Mantar, August 2021, Dharam Sansad at
Haridwar, December 2021, and Burari, April 2022. The themes
on April 3 — ‘ghuspaith niyantran (controlling intruders)’,
‘dharmantran niyantran (control of religious conversion)’ and
‘devsthan mandir mukti (freeing Hindu temples)’, communal
dog whistles all — are part of a larger and continuing pattern
that remains unbroken, or is interrupted only perfunctorily by
the kicking in of the law. In all likelihood, going by the indi-
cations so far, Yati Narsinghanand wears his arrest for hate
speech as a badge of honour. This dismal and recurring sequence
frames a political failure and abdication.

Unfortunately, the emboldening of hate speech against
minorities is becoming the other side of a spreading phenom-
enon of majoritarian assertion and both are seen to draw political
sanction from the ruling establishment. The peddling of a Hindu
sense of siege, and purveying of spectres of marauding Oth-
ers, occurs too frequently and resonates too widely for it to be
seen any more as a mere sideshow. The BJP-RSS establishment
needs to confront this reality, and address it. Or else, the BJP-
led government at the Centre risks presiding over an
increasingly corrosive climate of fear and insecurity that will
only hold back a diverse democracy from stepping up to the
challenges of complex transitions in changing times.

The BJP attributes its string of electoral successes to gover-
nance that, in the distribution of its benefits, is blind to
differences of caste and community. Narsinghanand says just
the opposite. An unambiguous message needs to be sent out
that there are political — not just legal — penalties for promoting
hate as he does. A red line needs to be drawn and enforced by

the BJP’s top political leadership that it will not stand for the
demonisation of the minority. It must do this because that is
its responsibility and mandate — that’s what ‘sabka saath’
means. And because the costs of not doing so are simply too
high to pay.

Courtesy: The Indian Express

Politics of freebies
That top central bureaucrats are worried over state-level

populist schemes and freebies should be another reminder to
political parties that the fiscal party for vote-getting is not costless.
Politicians have found freebies to be an easy way to reach out
to low-income voters and some powerful interest groups. This
is a cross-party, across-ideology tendency and although gov-
erning parties at the Centre are not free of this sin, the rush to
populism is most evident in states. UP’s victorious BJP, for
example, promised free electricity for farmers, free scooters
for female college-goers and two free LPG cylinders. In Punjab,
AAP vowed 300 units free power to every household and Rs
1,000 monthly allowance for every woman. UP has 2.3 crore
farm holdings and Punjab has 55 lakh households – suggest-
ing thousands of crores in revenue outgo just on power promises.

While the bureaucrats reportedly flagged Punjab, Delhi,
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh and Bengal, BJP-governed states
are no paragons of good spending. Also, while total outstanding
debt as a percentage of GSDP has increased significantly from
2005 to 2022 for Punjab, AP and Telangana (the last from 2014),
it has dipped for Delhi and Bengal. But off-budget borrowings
bypass borrowing limits. CAG recently directed states like
Telangana and Kerala to include them in their annual budget
statements.

The price that states, their residents and coming generations
incur from populism financed by borrowings and entailing
long-term interest payments is clear: Even during Covid’s public
health emergency, states just spent 6.6 per cent of primary
expenditure on healthcare against National Health Policy’s eight
per cent target. Funds for capital and critical social expendi-
ture are what get sacrificed when states buy laptops instead
of improving schools. True, the Centre can help by adding
revenue from cess in the divisible pool, but beyond that respon-
sibility lies with state governments and all political parties.

Courtesy: The Times of India

Petrol and diesel
prices were hiked again
by 80 paise a litre each,
taking the total increase
in rates in the last two
weeks to Rs 9.20 per litre.

Petrol in Delhi will
now cost Rs 104.61 per
litre as against Rs 103.81

previously, while diesel
rates have gone up
from Rs 95.07 per litre
to Rs 95.87, according to
a price notification of
state fuel retailers.

Rates have been in-
creased across the
country and vary from

state to state depending
upon the incidence of
local taxation.

This is the 13th in-
crease in prices since the
ending of a four-and-half-
month-long hiatus in rate
revision on March 22.

As part of the party’s

call week-long protests
aretaking place across the
length and breadth of the
country, The protests
had begun on April 4 and
will contine till 10.

Even the piped gas
meant for cooking along
with LPG prices have also
been hiked. All those in-

Week-long Protests Against Petro Price Hikes Begin
Petrol, Diesel Prices Up by Nearly Rs 10 in two Weeks

ALLEPPEY

cessant moves prove that
the RSS-BJP government
has no concern for the
sufferings of the people.
The Modi government
even ignores the fact that
such moves will have a
cascading effect on the
prices of all essential
items of daily life.
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Suicide by Dr Archna
Sharma, a senior
Gynaecologist of Dausa
in Rajasthan has shaken
the medical fraternity. A
patient is reported to
have died during a pro-
cedure after which the
attendants reportedly
under the patronage of a
BJP leader created
ruckus.

The police instead of
controlling the mob reg-
istered a case of murder
against the doctor U/s
302 IPC. Perturbed over
this, the doctor commit-
ted suicide. Police role
in this case is highly con-
demnable and demands
of registering case of
abetment to suicide
against the concerned
police officials.   A doc-
tor is more than a healer.
She/He is not just add-
ing to the economic
development but also
addressing the emo-
tional part of the patient
and the family.

Her/his loss cannot
be counted in terms of
money. With the death of
a doctor thousands of
patients get devoid of
sympathy and empathy
they were getting from a
trusted person. Loss of
Dr. Archna Sharma has
to be viewed in this con-
text.

This is not for the first
time that violence has
taken place against the
doctors. Maximum of
such incidents have oc-
curred in Maharashtra.
The violent incident in
Bengal two years back
got so much highlighted
because the political at-
mosphere was highly
surcharged. Doctors can
be booked for negligence

Death of a Doctor: Harassment
Haunts Medical Profession

U/S 304A only after a
thorough enquiry into
the incident. Registering
murder charge on a doc-
tor without enquiry is
equivalent to a criminal
offence on the part of the
law enforcing agency.
How can one work in the
atmosphere of uncer-
tainty, particularly so
when it comes to treating
a person which requires

lot of concentration, care
and empathy.

We need to ponder
over the reasons for such
repeated acts of violence,
immediate measures re-
quired to prevent such
acts and the long term
solutions to ameliorate
the situation?

When death of a near
and dear occurs emo-
tional outburst is
understandable. This
does not in any way mean
that they should resort to
violence. There are sev-
eral ways to redress the
grievances. Many a times
the young doctors in the
hospitals have to work
continuously for up to 36
hours or more. This puts

them under lot of stress
and strain.

At the beginning of
their career they are
learning to develop com-
munication skills to
satisfy the patient’s atten-
dants. Whatever the
reason, the society has to
understand that those

giving treatment are
trained to heal, not to kill.
As medical students they
are taught to be modest
and sympathetic. Bar-
ring a few black sheep
negligence is not a rule
but an exception. As neg-
ligence cannot be
condoned, so is the vio-
lence never justifiable.

A national level law
against violence on doc-
tors can be a strong
deterrent. But many a
times those perpetrating
violence are ignorant of
laws. Unfortunately, it
has been found that the
law enforcing agencies
too lack such informa-
tion.

Our health care facili-
ties in state sector lack

required infrastructure.
With a meagre 1.1 per
cent of the GDP spending
on health in the public
sector, the patients have
to look forward to the
private sector for second-
ary and tertiary care
which costs them exorbi-
tant amount. This
becomes another point of
discord.

It is time the doctors

take interest in the pub-
lic concerns on the health
issues. This will   inte-
grate them with the
society. Not many medi-
cal bodies reacted to
deaths in Muzaffarpur,
nor in Gorakhpur. The
medical bodies failed in
supporting Dr. Kafeel
who had to languish in
the lock up because he
raised the faults in the
healthcare infrastructure
at Gorakhpur.

Medicos should be in
the front rows to help the
needy in the event of
natural calamities or
other situations of pub-
lic health crisis. Such
gestures help to remove
negative feelings about
medical professionals in
the society.

Dr Arun Mitra Culture of violence is
being made a norm in
our country. Calling our-
selves followers of
Buddha, Guru Nanak
and Gandhi we have seen
violence to the extreme in
1984, 2002 in which even
the doctors were not
speared. Now we are
witnessing it in the form
of vigilantes and mob
lynching.

Some of the law mak-
ers have been issuing
very irresponsible state-
ments, even rewarding
those involved in mob
lynching. Those at the
helms of affairs should
show more responsible
behaviour. If violence is
eulogized then it be-
comes a norm and part of
psyche which does not
spare anyone, even the
perpetrators.  Violence
prevention has to be a
public health issue. The
doctors have to stand
against all sorts of vio-
lence. Unfortunately we
react only when it hap-
pens to us.

The communal frenzy
being raised will further
deteriorate the situation.
Medical professionals
have to be in the fore front
to lead movements for
social harmony. History
is witness to how a sec-
tion of doctors helped
Nazis in eliminating the
opponents.

Pledge by the doctors
to raise collective voice
against any kind of vio-
lence and efforts to
change the culture of vio-
lence being promoted by
the vested interests will
be the real tribute to Dr.
Archna Sharma.

Deceased lady doctor with her family
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Baburao Bagul’s lit-
erature is synonymous
to documenting the pro-
cess of a continuous
rebellion against social
oppression.  While his
literature portrays a re-
volt against the
sufferings and inhuman
disdain of the Dalit back-
ward society, it
repeatedly exposes the
institutional form of
Brahminical exploita-
tion. The aggressive echo
of rebellion against this
Brahminical exploitation
is clearly heard in his
works.  His literature
expanded a new and re-
bellious consciousness in
Marathi literature, espe-
cially in Dalit literature.

The characters of his
works come from the
same society from which
he belongs to and their
pain is the basis of his
rebellion. He chooses his
characters from among
the oppressed commu-
nity, whose inhuman
suffering he portrays in
his literature.

For the purpose of
social change and eman-
cipation of the
oppressed, he does not
select an upper-caste or
upper-class liberal lead
character in his works. In
this literary skill, he car-
ries forwards the legacy
of Anna Bhau Sathe and
at the same time, he takes
the social consciousness,
especially Dalit con-
sciousness to a higher
level.

Baburao Bagul, A Chronicler of Social Rebellion
Usually his characters

question, disagree, ex-
press resent and revolt
relentlessly against the
caste-based inhuman
social structure. The
characters, are not afraid
of Brahminical social
structure, they tirelessly

disagree and rebel
against it. They struggle
continuously to change
it.

After coming in con-
tact with Anna Bhau
Sathe, he studied Marx-
ism deeply. This
influence of Marxist
ideas can be clearly seen
in his stories and poems.
Marxist impression is
clearly visible in his short
story collection, ‘Jab
Maine apni Jati chupai’,
published in 1963. It was
the Hindi translation of
his first short story collec-

tion written in Marathi
named ‘Jewa mi jat chorli
hoti’

Many of his stories in
this story collection tes-
tify to the transformation

from Dalit consciousness
to Dalit rebellion.  When
the main character of this
story confronts his father,
he looks like as if he is
issuing a historic char-
ter/ Statement against
social oppression and
caste discrimination.

When Jai, the protago-
nist of his story ‘Vidrohi’,
asks his father, “where is
it written that a Bhangi’s
boy should become a
Bhangi?”, he destroys
the helpless arguments
of his father regarding
religion and country’s

traditions and asks,
“which religion?”.

He asks “What breaks
a person, turns him into
an animal, is that a reli-
gion? That too in this
country where stone
idols are given more
importance than hu-

mans? I do not believe in
such religion.  The reli-
gion which has given us
this poverty, this depri-
vation must be rejected”.
The character of his story
does not give up but
struggles to change the
situation. Similarly, the
character of ‘jab maine
jati chupai’, Kashinath,
enraged by the necessity
of adopting birth-based
livelihood, shouts, “I am
a Mahar, but this does
not mean that I will clean
the filth of human beings
and clean the urine from
the walls”.   These char-
acters not only revolt
against oppression, but
also dream of a new
world based on human-
ity and equity. Stories of
Bagul are a compilation
of realistic descriptions
of the lives of downtrod-
den castes, destitute,
perverted psychics and
criminals.

Bagul’s literature,
again and again, contra-
dicts the established
political and philosophi-
cal discourses.

He keeps on challeng-

Mahesh Rathi
ing interwoven web of
religious sentiments and
dreams of a new egalitar-
ian world as an
alternative to the then
present political and
philosophical proposi-
tions built on false and
pseudo feelings. While
challenging institutional
exploitation, he turns into
a revolutionary writer in
true sense, and the politi-
cal and philosophical
basis for this revolution
is none other than Marx-
ism. It is not a
coincidence that his story
‘Acharya Atre’ was first
published in communist
magazine “Navyug” in
1957.

After that, he contin-
ued publishing his
works in the progressive,
communist journals;
“Navyug” and
“Yugantar”.

In fact, the summary of
the analysis of all the sto-
ries published in story
collection displays the
impression of ‘Marxism’
and ‘Ambedkarism’ on
his literature.

Baburao Bagul is an
eminent name in Marathi
and Dalit literature, who
gave a new direction and
upsurge to the then
emerging trends of Dalit
literature in that of
Marathi.

In the present times,
when ‘Manu’ is not dead
and is attacking more
vigorously, Bagul’s sto-
ries become more
relevant in this context.

To understand the In-
dian society which is
divided between consti-
tutional authority and
social power, and where
‘Manu’ is becoming
stronger, works of ‘Bagul’
are to be read widely.

To  challenge and abol-
ish the social authority of
‘Manu’ and for the estab-
lishment of an egalitarian
society based on equal-
ity, works of Baburao
Bagul should be read out
to the masses.

Attention Subscribers
We request all those subscribers, who are

not getting New Age by post to please mail
your phone number and e-mail IDs  to our
managerial office:

newagemukti@gmail.com  This is to enable
us to mail you the e-paper of New Age.
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STUDY &
STRUGGLE

C. AdhikesavanSchools in India,
in different
states have al-

most completely
reopened. This reopen-
ing of schools in India
takes place after a mas-
sive decrease in the
number of cases due to
the COVID-19 Pan-
demic. However, as per
a UNICEF India Report,
the rate of dropouts, es-
pecially the girl children
can pave way for a very
alarming situation for
India.

However, due to
schools closing or shift-
ing to online mode
of education for the past
two years, a UNICEF
India report suggests
that the dropout rate
have the girl child has
increased.

This dropout rates of
girl students have in-
creased ever since the
COVID-19 pandemic hit
India. Over the past 2
years, schools have re-
opened, closed and then
reopened again due to
the number of cases in
the country. Due to this
turbulence, education of
school children in India
from all classes took a
toll.

As per a poll con-
ducted by UNICEF on
International Women’s
Day 2022, It was re-
ported that at least 38d
per cent of respondents
knew of a girl who had
dropped out of school.
While 33 per cent respon-
dents said that the girls
who had dropped out of
school were engaged in
domestic work. 25 per
cent of respondent also
reported that the girls
who had dropped out
had got married.

With the current situ-
ation, India might be
risking a lost generation
of children who may
never return to school.

Alarming Increase in School
Dropout Rates of Girl Children

The impact on girls is
d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y
worse, according to
UNICEF.

As per the Unified
District Information Sys-
tem for Education Plus
(UDISE+) 2020-21, the
annual dropout rate for
secondary level educa-
tion in India stands at 14.6
per cent. In 2021,
UNICEF India provided

technical support to the
government and its part-
ners to help 15.5 million
children out of which
50.5 per cent are girls, in
17 states to continue
learning from home.

Multiple state govern-
ments have rolled out
scholarship funds,
schemes and more to
encourage to the girl
child to go back to school
and sponsor their educa-
tion to combat the
increase in dropout rates
pf the girl child due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Ukraine war di-
sastrous for

India’s higher
education

Dying in a foreign
land in the middle of a
war is the latest risk now
faced by more than a
million students study-
ing abroad. Being
stranded without re-

course in the middle of a
conflict – such as thou-
sands of Indian medical
students in Ukraine – has
added to a long list of
troubles for Indian stu-
dents abroad, including
fake colleges and univer-
sities, sudden closures,
foreign arrests by the
authorities and include
racists. Violence.

The plight of more
than 2,000 Indian stu-

dents in Canada’s Que-
bec province, following
the sudden closure of
three colleges – after col-
lecting millions of
dollars in fees – exposes
the continuing risks that
hundreds of thousands
of Indian students are
studying abroad.

Earlier this month,
three colleges in Canada
— M College in
Montreal, CDE College
in Sherbrooke and CCSQ
College in Longueil —
informed students they
were closing shop. All
three colleges have also
applied for bankruptcy
protection under Cana-
dian law, making the
possibility of recovery of
fees paid by these stu-
dents negligible.

As thousands of pan-
icked students flooded
the Indian High Commis-
sion in Ottawa and other
consulates, the govern-
ment responded with an

advisory (as it has for
recent student-related
crises), which essentially
sent students to Quebec’s
High Commission. Di-
rects to pursue its case
with the Ministry of Edu-
cation. , And has added
a ‘caveat emptor’ (buyer
beware) warning stu-
dents to double-check
credentials before paying
any money as well as
cross-check the creden-

tials of those institutions.
Of course, this will not

help students who have
already lost their money.
In fact, there have been
repeated instances of
fake universities, and
dubious fly-by-night
operators attempting to
capitalize on the oppor-
tunity to immigrate
abroad, not only for a
quality education, but
millions of dollars every
year. Takes Indian stu-
dents abroad. The year.

Today, over one mil-
lion Indian students are
enrolled in foreign uni-
versities. Indian
students spent nearly
$30 billion in fees in 2019.
According to Redseer
Consulting, this figure –
with applications for
2022 already more than
double the Covid-hit
2021 number according
to the admissions advi-
sory portal – is set to reach
80 billion dollar by 2024.

More than five lakh stu-
dents go abroad every
year. Therefore, Indian
parents are already pay-
ing more than double
what Indian importers
paid for electronic and
electrical equipment
imports in 2020. By cat-
egory, paying for studies
abroad is already one of
the top 10 import pay-
ments in India.

Given the numbers, it
is surprising that there is
no policy or regulatory
oversight on this thriving
shadow industry. Yes,
industry, as more than
70% of Indian students
abroad are enrolled in
lesser-known colleges,
many of them nothing
more than degree shops
designed to attract un-
suspecting foreign
students. They work as
part of a well-oiled ma-
chine that includes
“recruits” who travel to
small towns for potential
victims, fraudulent
councilors who lure stu-
dents into such places.
There are, and immigra-
tion and visa brokers who
misrepresent foreign
study as an easier route.
In fact, in 2019, the US Im-
migration and Customs
Enforcement Agency ar-
rested 90 students,
mostly from India, for
violating visa norms by
luring them to enroll in
a fake university!

The playbook is al-
most identical to the
atrocities that overseas
Indian workers suffered
at the hands of touts and
agents before the govern-
ment began working
with targeted govern-
ments to create some sort
of protection for Indian
workers abroad and also
provided rescue and re-
lief in emergency
situations.
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P. KRISHNA PILLAIK. DAMODARANC. K. VELAYUDHAN

AKKAMMA CHERIAN C.V. MATHEWS

SRI NARAYANA GURU

K. K. WARRIER K. V. PATHROSE

The Renaissance in Kerala was a historical process which
naturalized leftist mindset among the people. The Commu-
nist Party of India’s foundation in Kerala can be regarded as
the continuation of the Renaissance. Kerala’s Renaissance
leader Sree Narayana Guru was the person who propelled the
formation of the first trade union in the Travancore princely
kingdom which was later spearheaded by communist leaders
like T V Thomas, R Sughathan. The formation of the first trade
union in Travancore should be understood by the exploitative
feudal social fabric and colonial system that existed during
the time. 

Historical Process

FORERUNNER OF COMMUNIST

R Ajayan

It was in 1859 when Dara
Smail Coir company was
established in

Alappuzha. Following this
Bombay Company, Aspin Wall,
Wallcoat Brothers, Empire Coir
Company and many other coir
factories were built in
Alappuzha. In all these facto-
ries, foremen were called
Moopan, appointed to super-
vise over the workers. With the
growth of factories, Alappuzha
turned into a very important
commercial centre of
Travancore. More than 50,000
workers were engaged in these
factories. Within a short span of
time, colonialism and capital-
ism came in the open with their
true colour. The working hours

were unlimited, so was the ex-
ploitation. The workers spent
their labour power unremuner-
ated and the loot of surplus
continued unrestrained. Early
in the morning workers who
were tenants of feudal landlords
had to work in the fields. After
early hours of working, they
used to rush to the factories. At
the workplace the mason, or the
Moopan and his stooges often
tortured the workers for very
silly reasons. At the end of the
day the Moopans will extort
money from meager wages the
workers received.
Vadappuram Bava  was a
Moopan in the Empire coir com-
pany. After witnessing the
torture the workers had to face,
he wanted to stand up for the

workers against their cruel sup-
pression. He met Sree Narayana
Guru and gave a detailed ac-
count of the plight of workers.
Guru gave a historic baseline to
Bava; “The workers should get
organized against the oppres-
sion.” Bava was motivated by
this idea and consulted civic
dignitaries of Alappuzha to
carry it forward. As a result, the
Labour Union was formed in
1922.  Bawa himself was the
founding general secretary. The
meeting was presided over by
Adv Muhammed and was inau-
gurated by Swami
Sathyavratha, who was a close
disciple of Narayana Guru. To
expand the working of the union
its name was changed to
Travancore Labour Associa-
tion. Initially, their main
activities were to raise money
for the treatment of workers and
to set up libraries.  But then
came the slogans which aimed
at social progress. 

Working class movements
have a historical potential to
change social and economic
conditions. The Labour Asso-
ciation substantiated this
finding of Karl Marx. The Labor
Association, which had founded
a library and hospital in a rented

building and funds for the ur-
gent needs of union members,
strengthened the strong histori-
cal link between social reform
and working class politics by
admitting 50 volunteers in the
Vaikom Satyagraha. 

It was through the Travancore
Labuor Association that the
political demands of the work-
ers echoed in  Alappuzha and
Travancore. The union de-
manded that a royal
proclamation be issued to eradi-
cate untouchability, adequate
representation in Niyama
Sabha, Praja Sabha, and medi-
cal examinations be carried out
in factories, adults be given the
right to vote, and  primary edu-
cation be provided. They also
started a publication called
“Worker”.  The annual meet-
ings of the organization were
attended by Periyar and V V Giri
who later became President of
India. The strike held at Bombay
Coir company in 1931 was the
first to be hit. Even though the
strike failed to accomplish its
aim of ensuring 80 chakrams for
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of Renaissance

MOVEMENT IN KERALA

100 blocks it was a sign of im-
pending success. At the 12th
Annual Conference of the
organization, after the resigna-
tion of the writer Keshav Dev
and the appointment of Com-
rade R. Sugathan as the General
Secretary the activities of the
organization intensified.
Travancore Labour Organiza-
tion called a massive strike
following which  R Sugathan, P
N Krishna Pillai, P K Kunju, CK
Velayudhan and VK
Purushothaman were arrested.
Workers protested in front of the
police station, demanding the
release of their beloved com-
rades.  A worker comrade
known as Garudan Bawa was
martyred in the lathi charge that
day.  Bawa was the first martyr
in the Alappuzha workers’
strike.  P. Krishna Pillai, who
first came to investigate the in-
cident, later summoned
Comrade K. Damodaran and K.
K. Warrier.  The two went down
among the workers and in-
stilled political consciousness.
R. Sugathan was arrested in 1937
following a strike called by the
organization. But the moment
of triumph for strikes arrived
only after defeating all the at-
tempts to crush them. These

struggles had led to the enact-
ment of laws such as the
Factories Act, the Trade Dis-
putes Act, the Workmen’s
Compensation Act and the
Trade Union Act.  The
Travancore Coir Factory Work-
ers’ Union was established in
1938 under the Trade Union
Act.  Later trade unions were
registered in parts including in
Cherthala. The activities of
Comrade P. Krishna Pillai
helped the organization to
achieve revolutionary dynam-
ics. 

On the King’s birthday on
October 22, 1938, 24 volunteers
from the union took part in a
march to the capital led by
Akkama Cherian. Following
this, political prisoners were
released, but the persecution of
workers did not abate. In the
police firing against worker’s
rally which started from
Kalavoor led to the killing of
three comrades. A K Gopalan
and K Damodaran who were
released from the jail those days
came to Alappuzha and inten-
sified the trade union activities.
As the struggle went on relent-
lessly, it was decided to picket

the stooges, bootlickers who
came to oppose it.  Under the
direction of P. Krishna Pillai, K
K Warrier, K V Patros, C O
Mathew, P A and Solomon were
in charge of it. 

Diwan C P Ramaswamy
promised that rations would be
given to the coir factory work-
ers during the famine caused by
the imperialist troubles and the
failure of capitalism.  But the
union demanded that rations be
given to all sections of all
people. It was a time when C P
Ramaswamy, a bourgeois ser-
vant, used the king as a puppet
and treated the Travancore
princely state as his own prop-
erty.  Ramaswamy was like
slave of  imperialism and intoxi-
cated with caste bias. He was
preparing for a separatist policy
of “independent Travancore” by
combining the feudal social
structure and capitalist eco-
nomic system. The All
Travancore Trade Union Con-
gress was established as the
central body of organizations
got registered under the Trade
Union Act.  The 1946 strike
turned into a blow to
Ramaswamy as he tried to over-
throw labor politics. The
struggles intensified after Com-
rade T V Thomas became the

president and R Sughathan be-
came General Secretary. 

When TV Thomas became the
leader of the courageous com-
munist movement, the political
history of Kerala was also re-
written. Ramaswamy tried to
intimidate the organization,
which was preparing for an in-
definite strike. 

At Thiruvampady, police
fired at the worker’s rally. In
reaction, police camp was at-
tacked and shooting took place
in Punnapra. Travancore police
massacred the workers in
Vayalar. Clashes also broke out
at Mararikulam, Olathala,
Menassery and Kattoor. CK
Kumarapanikkar led the strike
here.

Travancore was a separatist,
capitalist princely state with
feudal characteristics.  It was a
state full of injustices and was
under the impact of colonial
exploitation. The trade union
movement grew up fighting
against this.  The growth of the
trade union movement in
Travancore is an example of how
working class politics has radi-
cally changed the history of a
place.

M. N. GOVINDAN NAIRN .E. BALARAM
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ment itself and making it
subservient to the whims
of the ruling party, snatch-
ing its role as the
supreme deliberative in-
stitution of the nation,
which is expected to rep-
resent the sovereign will
of the people. Whoever
questions the govern-
ment and its policies is
being slapped with sedi-
tion and the draconian
UAPA. Those, who look
at the functioning of the
government critically,
are dubbed as anti-na-
tionals and terrorists with
the help of a compliant
media. Activists working
for marginalized sec-
tions and for human
rights are being attacked
with the might of the state
apparatus like in the
Bhima-Koregaon contro-
versy.

Rationality, scientific
temper and constitu-
tional morality, which are
to be the stepping stones
of our secular democratic
republic, are being dis-
mantled systematically.

Alongside disman-
tling the foundations of
the Republic, the BJP-led
Union government is
also ruthlessly pursuing
the neo-liberal economic
policies in the face of stiff
resistance in the Parlia-
ment and on the streets.

Disastrous impacts of
demonetization and GST
continue to hurdle any
prospect of economic
recovery. The public sec-
tor, which mitigated the
economic disaster of 2008
and made the country
self-reliant, is being
privatized. Latest are the
plans to sell away Rail-
ways, LIC and public
sector banks. Public sec-
tor banks are being
looted and cheated with
the blessings of the rul-
ing party to the tune of
tens of thousands of
crores of rupees by a se-
lect group of cronies.
Economic offenders are
being allowed to run
away to foreign coun-
tries. Unemployment is
on a five-decade high and
masses are reeling under
inflation. Modi
government’s pro-cor-
porate policies have
benefited a few corporate
houses with alarming
concentration of wealth
and creating unprec-
edented inequality.  The
very names of Adani and
Ambani have become
synonymous with
cronyism.

Religious and caste-
based distinctions have
flourished under the BJP-
RSS regime. The RSS and
its affiliates continue to
polarize the society on

communal lines and cre-
ate an atmosphere of fear,
hatred and divide. In
their aggressive move,
the RSS-BJP combine is
not only taking steps to
rewrite history but also
to redefine Indian Nation.
They claim that they are
in the process of building
a Hindu Rashtra, which
was emphatically re-
jected by Dr Ambedkar
at the time of making the
Constitution. The
Manuvadi RSS is full of
contempt for the idea of
Annihilation of Caste as
propounded by Dr
Ambedkar and contin-
ues to represent and
perpetuate the ideology
of caste hierarchy and dis-
crimination.

Under the leadership
and mindset of the RSS,
attacks on Dalits and
Tribals have increased
manifold. Caste atroci-
ties are on increase with
impunity. The Left
should intensify its
struggles mobilising
anti-caste forces.

Similarly, the institu-
tion of patriarchy is
getting strengthened
under the same
Manuvadi agenda,
which looks at women as
inferior beings and be-
little their effort to
achieve equality and jus-
tice. While fighting
against the BJP-RSS com-
bine uncompromisingly,
our struggle should in-
clude gender issues.
Comrades like Geeta
Mukherjee and others
struggled for women’s
reservation and represen-
tation and gender
equality. It is on us now
to carry that baton for-
ward.

We should be aware
that the Communist
movement in India is al-
most a century old now
and remains an impor-
tant contributor and
conscience-keeper in
shaping and changing
the political course in the

country. We should re-
main conscious of our
historical role in shaping
the agenda for the coun-
try. From fighting the
British imperialists to the
inequalities of the Indian
society, today commu-
nists, who have been and
remain at the forefront,
gave every popular
movement a progressive
ideological agenda. Dur-
ing these hundred years
or so, Indian society has
undergone major
churnings and our future
programme should be
based on the constantly-
evolving political
situation around us.

While applying Marx-
ism to Indian conditions,
Communists have to in-
tensify the struggle on
the issues of caste, class
and patriarchy. Revolu-
tion in India is to
intensify class struggle
against all forms of ex-
ploitations and
enslavement for social
justice, equality and so-
cialism.

We, the Communists,
should build popular
movements on issues
such as education,
health, employment and
housing to the people,
particularly for the toil-
ing people.

Recently, in an inter-
view to a media agency,
the Prime Minister called
communism a danger-
ous ideology to which I
replied: “Yes Mr. Modi!
We are dangerous to the
communal ideology of
the RSS. We are danger-
ous to your divisive
agenda. We are danger-
ous since we are
relentless and uncom-
promising in resisting
your crony capitalism
and loot of national as-
sets. We are dangerous
for we offer ideological
resistance to the RSS. Yes,
I accept we are dangerous
to the RSS because the
RSS is dangerous to the
nation!”.

Comrades, It is the

Left alone that can ideo-
logically challenge and
defeat the RSS providing
an alternative. Our
struggle should combine
forces - all progressive,
secular, democratic sec-
tions of the society - to
uproot the discrimina-
tory regime and cleanse
the society of the hateful
ideological influence of
the RSS. We must not for-
get that the Left in
co-operation with other
secular, democratic and
regional parties is
equipped to play that
role and as such, it is our
historic responsibility.
Our Party has been con-
sistently saying that
reunification of the Com-
munist movement on a
principled basis is the
need of the emerging
situation.

This is the challenge
before us, to prove that
we are dangerous for the
RSS.

We should engage in
introspection on how to
achieve the unity needed
to politically and ideo-
logically defeat the RSS.
The ongoing 23rd Con-
gress of the CPI(M) and
the upcoming 24th Con-
gress of the CPI in
October 2022 are the best
platforms for us to intro-
spect, discuss and debate
all those issues and come
up with concrete action-
able programmes
corresponding to the re-
alities of our times.

Comrades and
friends, I am certain that
the deliberations of the
23rd Congress of the
CPI(M) will contribute in
the consolidation of Left
unity and popular
struggles against the
RSS–BJP combine.

I wish the 23rd Con-
gress of the CPI(M) all
the success.

Strengthen Left Unity!
Long Live Marxism-

Leninism!
Inquilab Zindabad!
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All India Kisan Sabha
(AIKS) general secretary
Atul Kumar Anjaan said
that the Supreme Court
appointed panel recom-
mendations on three
agricultural Acts, which
have been  withdrawn by
the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment, favour market
forces and not the farm-
ers. In a telephonic talk
with New Age from
Lucknow, he severely
condemned the unau-
thorized leaking out of
the panel’s recommen-
dations.

However, he added
that the cat is now out of
the bag. It is a well-
known fact, Anjaan
underlined, that the three
panel members are well
known supporters of
corporatisation of agri-
culture. For the last more
than two decades, Dr
Ashok Gulati and
Pramod Joshi are openly
writing in favour of
corporatisation of agri-
culture. Hence the AIKS
and other kisan organi-
zations including All
India Kisan Sangharsh
Coordination Commit-
tee (AIKSCC) and
Samyukta Kisan Morcha,
which led the farmers
movement for over one
year, disagreed at the

AIKS Rejects SC Panel’s
Report on Repealed Farm Laws

ALBERT EKKA 
CHOWK (Firayalal
Chowk), Ranchi: Na-
tional council secretary
of Communist Party of
I n d i a  A t u l
Anjaan congratulated
the workers, farmers and
other sections of the so-
ciety in the state of
Jharkhand for making the
two-day nation-wide
strike on March 28, and
29 against the anti-
worker, anti-farmer and
anti-people polices of
RSS-BJP led Narendra
Modi government a suc-
cessful one. In his
address, Atul pointed
out that the government
is selling off all national
and natural assets of our
country.

He observed that the
people of Jharkhand,
tired of the BJP rule in the
state, elected the present
Hemant Soren-led gov-
ernment. Unfortunately,
the incumbent Soren
government, he added,
proved to be one of the
most corrupt regimes
since the formation of
Jharkhand. ‘The state
government had failed
to meet the aspirations of
the people,’ said he.

Anjaan was speaking
to media after the party’s
state council meeting in
Ranchi. He told them
that the state council
meeting of the party has
decided to hold protest
demonstrations at block
levels on April 25, 26 and
27 to press for a change
in the approach of the
state government. The
protest rallies will culmi-
nate into a rally in front
of the Raj Bhavan on May
11, Anjaan informed.

It is unfortunate that
there is a huge loot of
state’s mineral wealth
and other natural re-
sources. He recalled that
the state owns about 40
per cent of total mineral
resources of our country

Uninterrupted Loot of Natural Resources in Jharkhand
CPI Calls for Agitation against Corruption

with highest position in
coal reserves, second in
iron, third in copper ore,
seventh in bauxite re-
serve and the state is the
sole producer of  coal
used while cooking.
Also, limestone, dolo-
mite, manganese, mica,
China clay, graphite,
soap stone, fire clay, coal-
bed methane, uranium,
phosphorite, apatite,
quartz, feldspar, gold
and pyroxenite are the
other important minerals
available in huge quan-
tities in the state.

Anjaan accused the
state government of not
yet setting up important
commissions related to
displaced persons, hu-
man rights, women and
children though it is in
power for the past two-
and-a-half years. He said
among the displaced,
numbering no less than
one crore, have been fac-
ing ssevere problems but
there is no platform to
address them.

Anjaan alleged that
money is being sought
for government
postings, adding that
minerals are being looted
in different parts of the
state. He said though the
state government was
formed with the help of
secular parties, commu-
nal passions are allowed
to flare up. He alleged
that government officers
have turned away from
the burning issues, add-
ing that the state
government is like a ‘hos-
pital without drugs’.

Anjaan said political
parties running the cur-
rent government had
made a host of promises
to people before coming
to power but has failed to
meet them.

Party state council
secretary and former MP
Bhubaneswar Mehta
said since Displacement
Commission is not set up

displaced persons have
lost their genuine rights
and claims. There is large
scale  loot of forest and
tribal land, he said. Since
the state is not having
any planning policy, the
unemployed youth in

the state are suffering.
The two-day council

meeting on March 29 and
30 was presided over by
Pashupati Kol.
Mahendra Pathak pre-
sented the work report.
The council unani-
mously adopted the
agitation programme.

Ajay Kumar Singh

beginning itself with the
panel and did not
present its views before
the panel in protest.

Anjaan, a former
member of Dr
Swaminathan Commis-
sion raised the question
how the apex court ap-
pointed panel member
holds a press conference
and reveals its content
without the permission
of the court in whose
custody the report is sup-
posed to have been.  He
further said that more
than eighty per cent of
farmers have holdings of
less than two hectare and
they are not well versed
to use email as well as to
send their opinion from
modern gadgets. It is a
joke on the part of panel
to collect opinion only
from pro-BJP people
without identifying their
credentials. The panel
declared that 85.7 per cent
farmer stakeholders
were in favour of the re-
peal of the Act.

The AIKS is of the firm
opinion that at this junc-
ture making the panel
report public without SC
direction is a game plan
of the Union government
to bring back again the
repealed Acts to destroy
the Indian agriculture.

Such a move will be
fought back tooth and
nail by kisan
organisations, he added.

Defending his inde-
fensible act Anil
Ghanwat, a farmer leader
who put the Supreme
Court-appointed expert
panel’s report on the
now-repealed farm laws
in the public domain,
took the plea that he
wanted people to know
the truth and the findings
of the report. He should
have made it clear which
are the sections of society
and lobbies that increase
and decrease the prices
of crops.. Anjaan said
Ghanwat should have
also made public on
whose whims the farm-
ers are made to suffer the
most? The pro-
corporatisation farmer
Ghanwat even said that
the farm laws will come
in handy in such volatile
situations.

Ghanwat is only one
of the three members of
the panel and nobody
knows whether he had
the blessings of the other
two for leaking out. It is
for them to come out and
tell the court their stand,
all three of whom are
likely to face contempt of
court proceedings.

Besides Anjaan, Mehta
and AITUC president
Ramendra Kumar, the
meeting was attended by
state council members K
D Singh, Rajendra
Yadav, Ajay Kumar
Singh, P K Pande, Arjun
Yadav and all other
members of the state
council.
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to impose Manu Smriti
and turn our motherland
into a Hindu Rastra.
Hence AITI, he said,
should not only work for
the betterment of minori-
ties but equally also for
saving India’s Constitu-
tion and democratic
ethos. The communal
divisive forces led RSS-
BJP combine want to
change the Indian Consti-
tution only to cover up
the miserable failures of
the BJP-led Modi govern-
ment at the Centre to
protect the lives of mi-
norities, Dalit and
Tribals.

Underlining the need
for caution against
Hindutva forces, Binoy
Viswam said that it is
time for all the secular
and progressive forces
and non-political
organisations like
Tanzeem-e-Insaaf to join
hands for protection of
democracy and secular-
ism.

During the inaugural
session Hafizul Hasan
Ansari, minister for mi-
nority affairs, art and
culture, government of
Jharkhand greeted the
conference. Also, CPI
Jharkhand state secretary
Bhuvneshwar Prasad
Mehta, former member of
Parliament, also greeted
the delegates.

While addressing the
session Vibhuti Narayan
Rai former director-gen-
eral of UP police and
national   president Pro-
gressive Writers
Association (PWA)
spoke in detail on the
constitutional rights of
the minorities and other
weaker sections of the
society. He recalled the
role of Pandit Jawahar
Lal Nehru, the first Prime
Minister of India to make
India a secular country.

For that purpose, he
toured the entire country
and propagated the idea
of secularism. He added
that when he was in po-
lice job, once a former
leader of Vishwa Hindu
Parishad, Ashok Singhal,
spoke that for the forma-
tion of Hindu Rastra and
added that only Mus-
lims, Christians and
communists will be
mainly disturbed.

On behalf of the pre-
sidium Azeez Pasha
gave a brief report and
shares his parliamentary
experiences about the
minority schemes in the
Union Budgets for the
development of the mi-
norities.

Iftekhar Mehmood,
who was also one of the
main organizers of the
conference narrated his
experience of organizing
the minorities. The ses-
sion was also addressed
by Irfan Ahmad Fatmi.

The delegate session
began with general sec-
retary Dr A A Khan
presenting the report of
activities since the last
Patna conference. He ex-
pressed satisfaction over
the spread of the area of
influence of the organi-
zation. He said,
however, there is a no
consistent struggle for
the implementation of
the governmental
schemes. He informed
that though units have
been built in 22 states of
the country, the non-ex-
pansion of activities and
absence of units in the
districts is really a mat-
ter of concern. He added
that since the last confer-
ence, AITI had held its
annual national council
meetings thrice.

He recalled that the
AITI which was formed
eight years back at a con-

ference held in Aligarh
has rightly emphasised
the need for conducting
struggle at grass-root
level to promote activi-
ties of socio-economic
and development of the
minorities, particularly
the Muslim minority. He
said that there is enough
scope for struggles for
the implementation of
the minority-oriented
schemes. Unfortunately,
most of the minority
people do not know
about such schemes like
scholarships, priority
bank loans, quota in gov-
ernmental housing
schemes, special grants
for minority educational
institutions and reserva-
tion for OBCs among the
minorities in jobs and ad-
mission in educational
institutions, etc.

Apart from the igno-
rance of the supposed
beneficiaries, there is a
deep-rooted bias among
the implementing ma-
chinery, whose
communal attitude has
affected the implementa-
tion. The AITI units at
district levels have to take
up such schemes and
project aa well as ensure
their proper implemen-
tation. He expressed
satisfaction that even
during the Covid-19 pe-
riod all units in the
country have played a
good role to help the
needy people.

In the two sessions
that followed, 34 del-
egates from the states
took part in the discus-
sion. The conference was
attended by over 167
delegates from 16 states.
The delegate session was
presided over by a pre-
sidium consisting of
Syed Azeez Pasha,
Tanzeela Khatoon,
Shakeelur Rahman, Ad-

vocate Yahya, Abdul
Basher Majeed, Mohd
Fayyaz and Liaqat Ali.

In the delegate session,
organizational issues
were discussed in detail
and some concrete deci-
sions were taken. The
session also adopted the
Ranchi declaration as
well as resolutions on
current issues like reser-
vation on Muslims, on
moves of Narendra Modi
government for a Uni-
form Civil Code, Waqf
properties and on hijab
issue in Karnataka.

The conference
elected the following
office bearers for the next
term. Azeez Pasha was
elected president,
Iftekhar Mahmood as
senior vice-president, M
Appadurai, former
member of Parliament,
Balwinder Singh
Dudhala and Prof (Dr)
Mrs Tarannum
Mushtaque as vice-
presidents, Dr A A Khan
as general secretary, Prof
Madihur Rahman khan
as deputy general secre-
tary, Islahuddin Khura
and Irfan Ahmad Fatmi
as secretaries and
Shakilur rahman as trea-
surer.

All presidents and
secretaries of the state
units formed the na-
tional executive.

The third session of
the conference also
organised a seminar on
‘Challenges before In-
dian minorities, Dalits
and Tribals to establish
secular and democratic
India. Dr B K Kango, sec-
retary, national council of
the Communist Party of
India introduced the
subject reminding the
audience how the com-
munal forces have been
spreading venom of ha-
tred politics in the

country. He assure the
participants that the CPI
will be in the forefront of
the battle against the
communal forces and
said that in the wake of
the intensified attack of
the communal forces, the
role of AITI has assumed
added significance.

Gulzar Hoda, retired
IAS official spoke at
length on the need for the
development of minori-
ties and the problem
facing the Tribals and
Dalits in different states,
he described their expe-
rience to resolve the
problem of the needy.

During the conclud-
ing session former Union
minister Subodh Kant
Sahay addressed the
conference and greeted
the delegates. In the con-
cluding session, AIKS
general secretary Atul
Kumar Anjaan in his
hour-long speech traced
the origin of the current
offensive of Hindutva
forces and said that those
now awarding certifi-
cates of nationalism were
nowhere during the free-
dom struggle. He said
that the present regime is
targeting the Constitu-
tion of India and wants to
impose fascist dictator-
ship. Anjaan warned
both the majority and
minority communal
forces for providing oxy-
gen to each other to
destroy the secular fab-
ric of the nation.

The state unit of the
AITI made very good
boarding and lodging
arrangements and deco-
rated the area of the
conference with banners
and flags. The meeting
hall was named after
Shaheed Mazharul
Haque, dias was named
Air Syed Ahmad Khan
and a special gate was
erected the in memory of
Guru Govind Singh and
Mother Teresa.

From Psge 15
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Diary of
International

Events

C. Adhikesavan

The global unem-
ployment level in 2022 is
estimated at 207 million,
compared to 186 in 2019.
Total working hours glo-
bally in 2022 is projected
2 per cent below the pre-
pandemic level, and that
is equivalent to the loss
of 52 million full-time
jobs.

The International
Labour Organisation
(ILO) has released its
World Employment and
Social Outlook – Trends
2022 (WESO Trends) re-
port.

The Internat ional
Labour Organisation
(ILO) has released
its World Employment
and Social Outlook –
Trends 2022 (WESO
Trends) report. The re-
port analyses
comprehensive labour
market projections for
2022 and 2023 and as-
sesses how labour
market recovery has un-
folded worldwide. In the
WESO 2022, ILO has
downgraded its forecast
for labour market recov-
ery in 2022.

In 2022 around 40 mil-
lion people will no
longer be participating
in the global labour force.

Food insecurity is
soaring across 20 coun-
tries and regions -
“hunger hotspots”,
where conflict, economic
shocks, natural hazards,
political instability, and
limited humanitarian
access, are putting mil-
lions of lives at risk,
according to UN agen-
cies. 

According to
the Hunger Hotspots
Report from the World
Food Programme (WFP)
and Food and Agricul-
ture Organization
(FAO), Ethiopia, Nige-
ria, South Sudan and

The Soaring Global Food
Insecurity, Unemployment

Yemen remain the coun-
tries of highest concern.

According to the most
recent assessments, all
four countries had areas
where people were ex-
periencing, or projected
to experience, starvation
and death, requiring the
most urgent attention.

The report shows that
the links between hunger
and conflict are complex
and far-reaching. In
fact, many of the people
that WFP supports are
fleeing conflict and have

been forced to abandon
their land, homes and
jobs.

These trends are
likely to continue in
Myanmar, Central Afri-
can Republic, the
Democratic Republic of
the Congo, Central Sahel,
Sudan, South Sudan, So-
malia, the northern parts
of Ethiopia, Nigeria and
Mozambique.

Another worrying
trend is the impact of cli-
mate extremes. For WFP
a n d  F A O ,  c l i m a t e
change “is no longer a
glimpse into the future,
but the daily reality for
communities around the
world.”

This can already be
seen in Haiti, Eastern
Africa, Madagascar,
Mozambique, and re-
cently in Afghanistan’s
western region of
Badghis.

At the same time, eco-
nomic challenges
post-pandemic, persist,
and will continue to
drive food prices higher.

Despite a brief de-
crease in mid-2021,
world food prices have
been rising since May
2020, with the areas of
most concern, being the
Near East, North Africa
and Central and Eastern
Asia.

Humanitarian access
constraints and complex
security environments,

continue to pose a chal-
lenge to operations in
Ethiopia, Mali, northern
Nigeria, Niger and Syria,
and are likely to linger in
the Central African Re-
public and Colombia. 

In South Sudan, one of
the four countries of high-
est concern, conflict and
constrained humanitar-
ian access, the effects of
t h e  C O V I D - 1 9  p a n -
demic, economic
challenges, and elevated
food prices, are worsen-
ing the situation.

Communities have
also had to grapple with
severe flooding that has
caused widespread dis-
placement, damage to
agricultural production,
the destruction of liveli-
hoods and compounded
existing issues in many
regions.

In Nigeria, insecurity
and high inflation rates

are aggravating acute
food insecurity.

The situation is of
highest concern in con-
flict-affected Borno State,
where around 13,500
people are projected to
slide into catastrophic
acute food insecurity if
humanitarian and liveli-
h o o d - b u i l d i n g
interventions are not
sustained.

There has been no
update for Ethiopia since
the July-September 2021
projection, when experts

concluded that 401,000
people in the Tigray re-
gion would likely be
facing famine-like condi-
tions. For the agencies,
this lack of data is of se-
rious concern.

Acute food insecurity
levels are likely to have
increased and could fur-
ther rise beyond the
Emergency and Cata-
strophic levels already
identified in the last re-
port. 

Hunger is also mount-
ing in Yemen due to the
toxic mix of conflict and
economic decline. As a
result, half of all Yemeni
families are now con-
suming less food than
what is required.

The report also high-
lights the situation
in Afghanistan, where
projections show a record
high of people facing
critical levels of food in-

security.
There is also a serious

risk that part of the popu-
lation will face starvation
and death if the crisis is
not contained. 

There are 22.8
million Afghans facing
acute food insecurity. By
March, 8.7 million of
those are expected to
slide into critical levels
of food insecurity (IPC
Phase 4), more than
double the number from
the same time last year
and a record high for the
country.

The Horn of Africa, a
region already prone to
food insecurity, is now
facing a third season of
drought, driven by La
Niña.

In Ethiopia, Kenya
and Somalia, the worst
affected countries, pro-
jections indicate that food
insecurity will rise be-
yond the region’s already
high levels by mid of the
year. 

In the Sahel, a
weak rainy season has
severely affected crop
and pasture/ develop-
ment.

Over 10.5 million
people are projected to
be at a crisis level or
worse (CH Phase 3 and
above), a 20 percent in-
crease compared to last
year.

The cost of a minimum
food basket in Govern-
m e n t - c o n t r o l l e d
governorates has more
than doubled. This de-
cline is driven by the
nearly depleted foreign
currency reserves, which
make it harder to import
food.

Increased humanitar-
ian assistance between
April and July
of 2021 helped stabilize
food security levels, but
key indicators show a
deterioration in the sec-
ond half of the year. 
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ished the wealth tax. In
2019, the corporate tax
was reduced from 30
percent  to 22 percent.
The abolition of wealth
tax costed to exchequer
nearly ¹ 950 crore, while
the reduction in corpo-
rate tax led to a revenue
loss of more than ¹
1,00,000 crore to the
government’s receipts in
FY20. Similarly, in 2020-
21 the total collection
from corporate tax fell
below that of income tax.
This led to enormous
profits for the rich. Dur-
ing the COVID
pandemic, the profit-to-
GDP ratio of the
corporations soared to a
10-year high, and the net
profit of listed compa-
nies increased by 57

percent. Billionaire
wealth  in India grew by
Rs 2200 crore a day dur-
ing the last year as
poorest remained in
debt. Glaring wealth in-
equalities is proven by
the number of billion-
aires increased by 40 and
their wealth increased by
35 percent. Gautam
Adani became the richest
in Asia, compared to his
counterparts from Japan
and China. Interestingly,
the state bank of India,
which is in public sector
waived a loan of Rs.
11,000 crores borrowed
by Gautam Adani for
acquisition of Navii
Mumbai Airport. The
government policies
have been guided by the
neoliberal economic
philosophy as public

funds are gifted to pro-
mote enterprises of
super rich.

The fall in tax collec-
tion from the rich, was
made up by increasing
the taxes on the poor.
While the share of direct
taxes in the
government’s receipts
has decreased, the share
of indirect taxes, includ-
ing the excise duty from
petroleum products and
the GST, has increased
significantly. In the fi-
nancial year 2021, the
Union government’s ex-
cise collection from
petroleum products in-
creased 74 percent more
than the previous fiscal
year. Between April and
September 2021, the ex-
cise collection from
petroleum products was

33 percent compared to
the same time frame of
the previous year, and 79
percent more than the
pre-COVID levels of
2019. During its eight
years rule present NDA
government has netted a
windfall of whopping Rs.
26,000 crores.

In short, the Union
government is filling the
revenue loss from indi-
rect taxes (from super
rich)  with indirect taxes
(excise, GST, electricity)
collected from poor.

Alternatives
The Central govern-

ment has ample scope for
raising revenue re-
sources through other
means, which it is delib-
erately not using out of
its practicing neoliberal
reforms. It is taxing petro-
products instead of
imposing direct taxes on

the rich. It is a class bias.
Alternatively,  a fiscal
policy that relies on  in-
creasing direct taxes on
the  super rich needs to
be adopted to fill the rev-
enue deficit in the
prevailing volatile crude
oil prices in world mar-
kets arising from Russia-
Ukraine war. Govern-
ment should resort to
control on the retail
prices of petro-products
and quantitative ration-
ing in the distribution of
petro-products to keep
the total crude imports
restricted rather than re-
lying on a price-rise in
these products for doing
so. Continued mass
struggles against unprec-
edented price rise can
certainly force the Union
government to withdraw
from anti people eco-
nomic policies.

Fuel Price Hike Burden Poor...
From Page 03
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SHAMEEM FAIZI
NAGAR, RANCHI: The
third national conference
of All India Tanzeem-e-
Insaaf (AITI) has resolved
to intensify its efforts to
redefine the agenda of
the minority community
from emotional politics
to development by ex-
panding its work among
the minorities. The con-
ference is of firm opinion

Third National Conference of All India Tanzeem-e-Insaaf (AITI)

Agenda Shift Among Minorities
Towards Development Issues

that adoption of develop-
mental politics will
enable smooth and regu-
lar implementation of all
constitutional rights
along with various gov-
ernmental schemes and
projects announced by
the central and state gov-
ernments for their
socio-economic and
educational develop-
ment.

The three-day confer-
ence that concluded here
on March 28, 2022
adopted a number of
resolutions and the
Ranchi declaration reit-
erating its commitment
for development of mi-
norities. The inaugural

session was presided
over by Azeez Pasha,
former member of Parlia-
ment.

Reception committee
chairman K D Singh wel-
comed the delegates and
other participants while
Madihur Rahman
Sherwani made the intro-
ductory remarks.

Inaugurating the

opening session of the
conference as the chief
guest, Binoy Viswam,
MP (Rajya Sabha) said
that today the main
threat is from communal
fascism. He urged the
delegates to fight at all
levels and defeat such
type of forces. The com-
munal fascist forces want

 Dr A A Khan

INTUC Kerala were
camping and guiding the
Trivandrum Centre.

Telangana
Addressing protest

demonstration at
Mahaboobnagar in
Telangan on Mrach 29 Dr
B V Vijayalakshmi, na-
tional secretary of AITUC
warned: “If Modi govern-
ment continues the same
anti-working class, anti-
farmer, anti-people
policies, revolt by people
is inevitable”. She also re-
vealed that 50 crore
workers, employees and
other toiling sections be-
longing to 10 central trade
unions and 450 federa-
tions and associations are
taking part in the strike,
reports Ram Narsimha
Rao.

Suryam, state secre-
tary, IFTU, while
addressing stated that 44
labour laws are being con-
verted into four labour
codes by which right of

All India CTUs Strike...
On Page 12

association and right of
collective bargaining is
being snatched away. 

AITUC leaders
Anjaneyulu and B
Narsimhulu, IFTU district
p r e s i d e n t
Hanumanthu also ad-
dressed. 

Village Panchayat
Workers Union, Munici-
pal Workers Union,
Medical Contract Workers
Union, health workers also
participated.  

In Hyderabad Race
Course, Malakpet, Syces
and other places workers
took out a procession and
culminated into a public
meeting addressed by
Chada Venkata Reddy,
Telangana state secretary,
CPI, E T Narsimha AITUC
leader, Mallesh general
secretary. 

In Khammam a huge
procession was taken out
and culminated into a
human chain. In
Kothagudem a demon-
stration was addressed by

Saber Pasha and others.
Andhra Pradesh
The two-day general

strike was successful in the
entire Andhra Pradesh. In
Vijayawada rally of work-
ers and employees took
place from Ratnam Centre
of one town to Lenin cen-
tre two town area.
Procession was led by
Obulesu state general sec-
retary, AITUC, MA
Gafoor, state general sec-
retary, CITU, Kutumba
Rao, IFTU, and Iqbal,
Sudheer and
Ranganayakulu, etc.
Hamali workers, muta
workers, auto workers,
medical outsourcing em-
ployees, asha workers,
Anganwadi workers and
helpers, street vendors,
bank employees, postal em-
ployees, insurance
employees, municipal
employees, building work-
ers, etc, have participated.

In Eluru, Ravindranath,
state president, AITUC,
Dega Prabhakar Rao,

Venkateshwer Rao led the
procession.

In Vizag, opposing
privatisation of steel plant,
etc, workers and employ-
ees took out a huge rally.

Akkineni Vanaja spoke
at Nuziveedu bus stand. In
Kurnool, Kadapa,
Anantapur and Tirupathi,
etc, also huge rallies took
place.

Karnataka
The general strike was

successful in Bengaluru
and other parts of
Karnataka. On March 28,
demonstrations were
organised at various places
of the city. Workers boy-
cotted the work and
participated in the demon-
strations held at place like
Jigani, Bommasandra,
Dodballapura, Yelahanka,
K R Puram, Peenya and
other industrial areas.
Leaders of AITUC, AIYF
and other trade unions,
youth students’ and
women organizations also
took part in the demon-

strations, reports Harish
Bala.

On the day two, more
than 5,000 workers gath-
ered at Freedom park in the
heart of the city. In the
public meeting held there,
AITUC Karnataka state
general secretary
Vijayabhaskar, veteran
leader of Karnataka state
AIBEA, H Vasanth Rai,
CITU Karnataka state gen-
eral secretary Meenakshi
Sundaram and trade
unions leaders of various
unions spoke pressing the
demands and also stress-
ing on the importance of
political action against
ruling BJP government. 

Demonstrations were
also held in various parts
of Karnataka including
Gulbarga, Hassan,
Tumkur, Bellary, Mysore,
etc. 

Other States
Massive protests took

place in all other states in-
cluding Tamil Nadu,
Assam, Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Haryana and Paunjab

From Last Page
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As we all know, over 20
crore workers, employees
and the rural labour came
out in massive protest ac-
tion on the streets all over
the country on March 28,
and 29 protesting against
the anti-worker, anti-
farmer policies of the
RSS-BJP combine-led Modi
government. The strike call
has been given by Joint
Platform of Ten Central
Trade Unions — INTUC,
AITUC, HMS, CITU,
AIUTUC, TUCC, SEWA,
AICCTU, LPF, UTUC and
Independent Sectoral Fed-
erations/Associations
supported by all political
parties, farmers’ bodies,
women, youth, students
and all other sections of
people.

The workers and em-
ployees in banks,
insurance companies did
not enter their work places
anywhere in India.

The following are brief
reports from the states that
have reached us:

West Bengal
As a run up to the strike,

mass meetings were
organised by the Left Front
and the CTUs at
Shyambazar five-points
crossing, Sealdah and
Howrah Railway Station
on March 23. A law viola-
tion programme that

All India CTUs Strike: Total
and Successful in All States

culminated in the leaders
and members courting ar-
rest was organised by the
joint platform of CTUs on
March 24. The participa-
tion of AITUC was notable
in both these events, re-
ports Ujjwal Chowdhury,
general secretary, West
Bengal committee of
AITUC.

On March 25, various
taxi unions affiliated to the
AITUC organised a mas-
sive procession in support
of the strike from
Dharmatala Lenin Statue
to Sealdah Bigbazar. Be-
sides the above,
processions, sit in demon-
strations and law violation
programmes were held by
the AITUC affiliated
unions in Howrah, East
and West Midnapore,
Jhargram, North and
South 24 Parganas,
Birbhum, Bankura, West
B a r d h a m a n ,
Murshidabad, Malda,
Darjeeling and other dis-
tricts of West Bengal
between the March 21 and
23. The two-day general
strike was completely suc-
cessful in the nationalised
banks and insurance sec-
tors in West Bengal.
Employees of LIC, GIC,
BSNL, Botanical Survey of
India, Income Tax depart-
ment, PNT, Geological

Survey of India took part
almost cent per cent in the

strike.
Cement factories, Tea

gardens in Darjeeling,
Jalpaiguri, Alipurduar and
N Dinajpur remained
largely closed. Out of 52
Jute Mills located in North
and South 24 Parganas,
Howrah, Hooghly and
Kolkata, 28 remained com-
pletely closed. Coal and
Iron industries were af-
fected. Biri units of
Murshidabad, Malda,
Purulia and Midnapore
were totally closed. Sales
promotion work came to
a standstill. OLA and
UBER operators took part
in the strike. Engineering
industry was heavily hit.

The Samyukta Kisan
Morcha’s call to join the
strike was positively re-

sponded to by rural Ben-
gal as a result of which the
strike was largely success-
ful at the block level. There
was mixed response to the
strike in Kolkata. Power

sector was partially
affected. Road blockades
and picketings were
organised all over the state.
AITUC actively partici-
pated in all such
programmes. Squatting on
the railway tracks took
place in Howrah,
Hooghly, North and South
24 Parganas, East and
West Midnapore, North
Dinajpur, Murshidabad,
Alipurduar, Bankura and
Malda. National High-
ways were blocked by
striking workers. Two
strike supporters were al-
most run over by a moving
train at Dasnagar railway
station, Howrah Division,
and had to be hospitalised
due to the injuries sus-
tained.

A large number of pro-
cessions took place across
the state. 

 Kerala
The first day of the na-

tional strike was total in
Kerala. More than one
crore workers including
agricultural workers par-
ticipated in the strike
enthusiastically. Farmers
also participated in the
strike. Most of the shops
and commercial establish-
ments remained closed.
Strike was total in the
transport sector. Entire
private bus employees and
auto-taxi labourers also

took part in the strike.  The
response of the general
public was very positive at
large. All political parties
except BJP extend their
strong and full-hearted
support to the strike, re-
ports K P Rajendran,
general secretary of
AITUC and convener of
the Joint Action Commit-
tee.

The industrial sector of
the state was paralysed
totally. Similarly, Railway
employees under the lead-
ership of DREU and
Railway Contractors’
organisations staged soli-
darity demonstrations.
Around 80 per cent of
workers in bank, insur-
ance, BSNL and postal
department participated
in the strike. It was a grand
success in central public
sector units like FACT,
BSNL, HLL, etc. The strike
was a grand success in the
unorganized sectors of tra-
ditional industries of
Kerala such as coir,
cashew, beedi, handloom,
artisan etc. It was total in
fisheries, plantation and
construction sectors. The
strike was total in the state-
owned public sector
industrial units.

Employees of state gov-
ernment and central
government offices, local
self-government offices,
co-operative institutions,
and public sector units like
Water Authority, Kerala
State Electricity Board,
Kerala State Transport
Corporation, etc, took part
actively in the strike. Cen-
tres of the strike have been
opened at all district head-
quarters and other centres
in the state. Those centres
kept open till 12 midnight
of 29.  CTU leaders K P
Rajendran of AITUC,
Elamaram Kareem MP of
CITU, R
Chandrasekharan of
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