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Ambedkar’s apprehensions that minorities would
be tyrannised have come true. His remedy that Hindus
should come forward to solve it needs urgent atten-
tion in our times. “Minority communities may be
crushed. If not crushed they may be tyrannized and
oppressed. They are sure to be discriminated against
and denied equality before law and equal opportu-
nity in public life.” These prescient lines were written
by Dr B R Ambedkar in the chapter “Majorities and
Minorities” in his book “Thoughts on Linguistic
States”. He authored those lines in the context of
elections and observed voting taking place on com-
munal lines and in the process candidates of the
majority community usually getting elected.

Remembering Dr Ambedkar

Rise and Unite to Save the Republic
D RAJA

Tragically, minorities
of our country are wit-
nessing denial of
equality before law and
equal opportunities in
public life. This is being
trumpeted before the
majority community for
the purpose of winning
elections by polarizing
the electorate. Use of
polarising narratives by
BJP leaders including the
prime minister in the re-
cently held election in UP

and the brazen manner
in which UP chief minis-
ter appealed to majority
sentiment by using dis-
paraging narratives
against minority com-
munities are crystal clear
testimonies to what Dr
Ambedkar prophetically
wrote.

The alarming scenario
we are seeing in BJP-
ruled states was
apprehended by
Ambedkar with respect

to the condition of mi-
norities in independent
India. The manner in
which girls in educa-
tional institutions in
some parts of Karnataka
were denied their funda-
mental right to access
education just because
they put on Hijab pain-
fully brought out the
discrimination heaped
on them on the grounds
of their faith. Now Mus-
lim traders are banned
from participating in fairs
organized in Karnataka
on the occasion of Hindu
religious festivals clearly
testify to their economic
boycott solely on the
basis of their faith. This
is against the fundamen-
tal right of every citizen
to pursue trade and com-
merce. Modi regime and

other BJP-ruled states are
trampling on the funda-
mental rights of citizens
just because they profess
some other religion,
which is different from
the religion of the major-
ity community and not in
conformity with
Hindutva project of
Hindu-Rashtra.

This is nothing but
majoritarianism in full
display mocking the
provisions made in the
Constitution of India
guaranteeing the funda-
mental rights to all
citizens regardless of
faiths. This politics flow-
ing from obsessive
concerns of the ruling
party with Hindutva and
making it the central
plank of its public poli-
cies has reduced politics,
in the words of
Ambedkar, to “theology
in action.” The measures

of development in India
now are not part of poli-
tics in its usual sense but
as an integral aspect of an
exclusionary theology
that has nothing to do
with Constitution and
constitutional morality.
When Modi assumed
office of the prime min-
ister and took oath on the
same Constitution, he
proudly proclaimed that
his regime would be
rooted in “Minimum
Government and Maxi-
mum Governance.”
Government and gover-
nance are now pushed to
the margins by polarised
narratives and divisive
politics with a view to
reap electoral dividends.

This toxic
majoritarianism being
practiced in new India
conjured up by the RSS
is a by-product of V.D.
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Remembering Com PC Joshi
and Dr BR Ambedkar

AJOY BHAVAN, NEW
DELHI:  April 14 is the
birthday of both Com PC
Joshi and Dr BR
Ambedkar. Their birth
anniversaries were cel-
ebrated here in a
well-attended meeting in
CPI Headquarters on
April 14. Comrades

working in the Central
Headquarters of CPI and
many others gathered
here and paid floral trib-
utes to their memory. PC
Joshi was the general sec-
retary of CPI from 1935 to
1947, and under his guid-
ance the CPI and various
mass organizations blos-

somed into influential all
India bodies with wide-
spread mass bases. Dr BR
Ambedkar was one of the
architects of the Indian
Constitution, who also
fought against caste dis-
crimination and
exploitation.
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CPI general secretary D Raja, in
Ajoy Bhawan, CPI headquarters in
Delhi on April 13, 2022, congratu-
lating Sitaram Yechury on his
getting re-elected in the 23rd party
congress of the CPI(M) as general
secretary.
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EditorialEditorialEditorialEditorialEditorial

The National Council of the Communist Party of India appeals
to all state councils, all national council members, friends and
supporters to donate liberally for Com C K Chandrappan Memo-
rial, which is under final stages of construction at Kollam in Kerala.

Com C K Chandrappan Memorial would have been ready by this
time. Unfortunately, the Corona Pandemic and the lockdowns that
followed including ban on construction activities have delayed the
completion. Com C K Chandrappan needs no introduction and al-
most all the present leaders of the Party and its mass organisations
have at one time or another worked along with him.

The National Council, while congratulating the Kerala state
council of the Party, its members, sympathisers and supporters for
the successful nearing-completion of the Memorial, appeals to all
National Council members, state councils other than Kerala, friends
and sympathisers to extend all possible financial support so that
the Memorial comes into effective functioning in a couple of months.

Yours Comradely,

D. Raja

Donate Liberally for Com C K Chandrappan Memorial
Bank Account Details:
Name of the Holder

Secretary, CPI Kerala
State Council

Name of the Bank
State Bank of India

Branch
SBI, Puthenchanthai

Branch
Account No.

67135194766
IFS Code

SBIN0070026
NB: Donors are requested to inform Roykutty at

cpiofindia@gmail.com  and or Chidambaram at
chidambaram.natraj@gmail.com with the bank details and
donor’s details.

The crisis ridden government at the
center is well aware of the challenges
before it. Their ideological spear head,
the RSS is doing over time work to de-
sign plans for its rescue. It is true that they
could register electoral victories in four
out of the five states, that went to the polls
recently. The Parivar promptly organized
celebrations to mark their triumph. Yet,
the tough times ahead stare at RSS. They
know the crisis is both economic and
political.  The deep crisis is the result of
mounting suffering of the people in all
walks of life. They also know that the
solutions are much beyond their reach. 
If the people decide to react based on their
living conditions the political dreams of
the BJP will be shattered. Hence the RSS
strategy always was to guide the people
to nefarious deeds. The more people get
immersed in it, the more they deviate from
real issues of life. RSS-BJP want the people
to live in a world where hatred and illu-
sions hold the control. The RSS wants the
people not to ask any questions related
to unemployment, poverty, price rice,
pandemic and deaths. BJP, the ruling
party cannot be considered yet another
right-wing dispensation with a reaction-
ary politics. It is a party groomed in fascist
ideology with all its basic characteristics.
It was molded in the Hitlerite political
traits, where racial pride and bondage
with finance capital play the vital role.
They excel in propaganda skill and do
whatever is needed to achieve their goals.
The BJP victory in elections, the RSS
knows, is the result of disunity among
opposition parties. They could achieve
it only in the absence of a reliable politi-
cal alternative. If there is one, as it
happened in various states like Kerala,
Tamil Nâdu, Bengal, and Punjab, people
opt for it as their choice. RSS-BJP are hell

bent to see that every attempt to realize an
alternative platform is thwarted. Central
investigating agencies are deployed to play
the political role of intimidation against
their political opponents.

The economic policies they adopt in the
name of ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ are destruc-
tive for self-reliant India and disaster for
the people. Proposals like National mon-
etization pipeline, Haircuts in banks and
IPO in insurance are all contrary to the con-
cept of Atma Nirbharta. Its lock and key are
entrusted with the boundless greed of the
super-rich. Its heart and soul are surren-
dered at the feet of FDI - the foreign direct
investment! Such policies can only bring
poverty, unemployment, and hardships for
the common people.  Obviously, that is the
Indian reality today. It is in this background
that the country is moving towards the next
round of elections. In multiple states includ-
ing Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka,
Madhyapradesh etc. the master minds of
Sangh parivar is quite clear that the mood
of the people is not in support of their poli-
cies.  The success of the farmers strike is a
good lesson for everybody to learn.  The
one year long consistent struggle speaks
voluminously about the people’s anger and
their desire for change.  It also underlined
the need of broad-based unity for a struggle
to be victorious. The experience of work-
ers general strike on March 28, 29, also
carries the same message. RSS-BJP are also
keenly watching the people’s mood deter-
mined by the growing discontent among
them. If this mood continues to grow till the
electoral battle in 2024, they are sure to lose
their ground. Such a defeat is unthinkable
for the fascist Parivar.  They have to set their
narrative conducive for their electoral
gains. People should not be allowed to look
deep into their agonies.  They should not
ask the reasons for their sorrows. They
should be prevented from asking questions

related to policies. In their armory, the RSS
has stockpiled only weapons of hatred to
meet these ends. They are ever sharpened
with the ideas of hyper nationalism and
religious fundamentalism. Gods, festi-
vals, and faith are often misused for this
politically motivated task. Exactly that is
what has happened during Ram Navami
celebrations in several states of the coun-
try. RSS used the festive occasion to ignite
communal tension. They were eager to
smuggle this venom of fascist hatred once
again into the historic campus of JNU.
Their Ram Navami and non-vegetarian
menu were intertwined to flare up attack
on students including girls. The nature
of Ram Navami clashes points that it was
a calculated move with wider and long-
lasting goals. That goals are linked to the
political strategy of the Sangh Parivar. 
They want to polarize the people on com-
munal grounds so that they will not come
united to fight for their rights.  Food, shel-
ter, education and employment-all will
be pushed to the back burner.  The casual
and callous approach of the authorities
prove that these assaults on innocent stu-
dents and minorities were planned with
their connivance. This is part of the grand
design born in the womb of communal
fascist ideology of RSS. It should be re-
sisted and checked with all strength and
commitment.  This is an attack aimed at
the foundations of secular India. The RSS-
BJP has only the desire for power. But we
the people have the dreams of this great
nation in our mind. The continuing fight
is between these two streams of thought.
The dreams of secularism, democracy
and socialism-the constitutional values
-should come out victorious from this
battle.  Every passing day is crucial for
the country.  The secular democratic and
left forces should be ever on their vigil.
The country is calling us.

The Country is Calling us
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It is celebrations all over the state and the coun-
try. The 65th anniversary of the first Communist
government in Kerala 1957 was an historic event.
For the first time in India and second time in the world,
a Communist or Marxist regime came to power
through ballot box, in the second general elections
(1957). The event surprised everybody: the opponents
and non-Communists, and even the Communists
themselves.

Kerala 1957:  Historic Significance of First Communist Govt

Anil Rajimwale

Kerala state
reorganization: a

brief history
Before India’s inde-

pendence (1947), Kerala
was divided into three
major parts: Travancore,
Cochin and portions of
Malabar. The first two
were princely states. Af-
ter independence, the
first free elections based
on adult franchise were
held to Travancore-
Cochin state legislative
assembly in February
1948. Congress got 97
seats out of 120 while a
party known as
‘Travancore Tamil Nad
Congress’ (TTNC) got 14.
CPI drew nil though con-
testing 17. Briefly, there
also was a minority PSP
(Praja Socialist Party)
ministry (1954).

The two princely
states of Travancore and
Cochin merged on July 1,
1949, constituting one
state of Travancore-
Cochin. Maharaja of
Travancore was made its
Rajpramukh and the
Maharaja of Cochin was
pensioned off.

The first general elec-
tions were fought in
Travancore-Cochin in
December 1951-January
1952. By then, CPI had
given up its policy of
non-participation and
decided to fight elec-
tions. CPI formed a front
with RSP and KSP in the
T-C areas, while in the
Malabar areas it formed
a front with KMPP
(Kisan Mazdoor Praja

Party). CPI got 29 seats in
the assembly. In 1954,
CPI got 23 seats.

New state of Kerala
came into being on No-
vember 1, 1956 as a result
of merger of Malabar dis-
trict of Madras state with
Travancore-Cochin .
Malabar district in-
cluded Fort Cochin and
Laccadive. The reorga-
nized state also included
Kasargod taluk of South
Canara district and
Amandive Islands.

Southern parts of
Travancore-Cochin were
transferred to Madras
state.

After reorganization,
the number of assembly
constituencies increased
from 106 (number of seats
117) in 1954 to 114 (num-

ber of seats 126 in 1957).
The constituencies in-
cluded 12 two-member
constituencies; hence the
difference between the
number of constituencies
and that of the seats.

‘Aikya Kerala’
movement

and CPI
CPI took up the ques-

tions of states

reorganization and na-
tionality seriously and
on a mass scale. It ran big
campaigns in Kerala for
the formation of Kerala
state on the basis of
merger of Malayalam-
speaking areas. It
launched a campaign in
1956 known as ‘Aikya
Kerala’ (United Kerala)
and for an ‘united,
democratic and prosper-
ous Kerala’. The
movement demanded
that the Malayalam-
speaking areas of
Madras Presidency, that
is, Malabar should be
united with the state of T-
C. CPI was at the head of
the movement, which
became part of the anti-
imperialist, anti-feudal
democratic struggle.

A movement for re-
naissance swept Kerala,
with CPI at its head and
as an undisputed leader.
This was among the main
reasons for sweeping CPI
to power in 1957. The first
of November is an im-
portant date for Kerala.

It was at its Provincial
conference in Trichur on
June 22-24, 1956 that CPI
adopted the resolution
entitled ‘For Democratic
and Prosperous Kerala’,
and finalized the plans
for the formation of
United Kerala.

CPI made all the ef-
forts to unite the left and
democratic forces in the
state in the forthcoming
general elections. It par-
ticularly tried to enroll
the PSP and some other
parties in a front. Plenary
meeting of Kerala state
committee of CPI in
Alwaye on January 1-3,
1957 dealt with the pros-
pects of CPI-PSP
cooperation.

But the efforts at elec-
toral cooperation with
RSP and PSP failed, and

CPI had to fight alone.

Elections, 1957
Elections to the Kerala

state assembly were
held as part of the general
elections in India in 1957.
Election Manifesto of CPI
in Kerala was a unique
document, presenting a
constructive program of
socioeconomic and po-
litical reforms. It showed
that CPI had by then had
matured considerably.
The first part of Election
Manifesto dealt with part
played by the party in the
formation of United
Kerala. It appreciated the
progressive measures of
government of India, and
praised Nehru and AICC
for them. At the same
time, it sharply criticized
Congress for many of its
anti-people policies. The
last section of the Mani-
festo outlined a 14-point
program of develop-
ment of Kerala state.

The Manifesto cited
the record of CPI in run-
ning the Malabar District
Board and many munici-
palities, which had won
awards from prime min-
ister Nehru for good
administration.

The elections to the
state assembly were
fought from February 28
to March 11, 1957, on all
the 126 seats. 64 seats
were required for a ma-
jority.

Indian National Con-
gress contested 124 seats
and won 43, polling 2.2
million 9 thousand plus
votes or 37.45%. Com-
munist Party of India
contested alone on 101
seats, won 60 seats, poll-
ing 2 million 59 thousand
plus votes or 34.98%. PSP
won 9 and RSP none
while contesting 28 seats.
There were 14 indepen-
dents.

On Page 12

Celebrating 65th Anniversary
of Communist Regime
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What  the Others Say...What  the Others Say...What  the Others Say...What  the Others Say...What  the Others Say...

Speech made by Com.
P. Sandosh Kumar MP in
Rajya Sabha on 06-04-
2022 participating in the
discussion on the Consti-
tution (Scheduled Tribes)
Order (Amendment) Bill,
2022.

 I support the inclu-
sion of Darlong
community in the Sched-
uled Tribes list. But, it has
nothing to do with the
unwanted claim made
by the Treasury Benches.
They were claiming as if
this very list was intro-
duced by the current
ruling dispensation.
There are demands from
various communities
from different states to
include them in this list.

Darlong Community in the Scheduled Tribes
But, the moot question is
whether mere inclusion
of these communities will
serve the purpose of
upliftment of these com-
munities. This is the
most important
question and we
have to answer that
question. Unfortu-
nately, the current
government’s ap-
proach is actually
helping to make
only cosmetic changes.
We need a deeper inter-
vention to tackle the
tribal issue. My sugges-
tion is that the report of
the ST Commission
should be tabled; it is not
yet tabled. The last report
was tabled in the year

2019. So, I request you to
demand the Commis-
sion to table its report.
After the eleventh report,
no report has been pre-
sented. It is my request

to get it tabled. The
tribals constitute eight
per cent of the total popu-
lation whereas if you
take into account the to-
tal number of poor
people in India, tribals
constitute 25 per cent of
poor people. So, that is

the most important issue.
According to the Na-
tional Health Survey,
45.6 per cent of the tribes
are living in lower in-
come brackets. It is a

problem that
must be resolved.
Unfortunately, de-
velopment helps
other sections to
improve their live-
lihoods whereas
with every step

taken in this direction, the
life becomes difficult for
the tribals. They become
victims. Also there is dis-
placement and their
homestead is lost.  While
the land is taken and
projects are built, em-
ployment gets generated

and people from other
areas improve their live-
lihood. The measures of
development are in real-
ity spread of
industrialization which
is not possible without
destroying the natural
wealth on which the
tribals survive. It is a
major issue and has to be
resolved after serious
deliberations. Unfortu-
nately, the approach of
the current government
is not helping us in this
context. It is their indif-
ference towards  the
issues raised that creates
hurdles for the tribals
and the poor in the coun-
try.

Fix Aadhaar defects now
There are sev-eral ‘defi-cien-cies’ in how India’s national

iden-tity project, Aadhaar, is man-aged, accord-ing to a report
tabled by the Comp-troller and Aud-itor Gen-eral of India (CAG)
in Par-lia-ment last week. The assess-ment is based on a
per-form-ance review of the Unique Iden-ti-fic-a-tion Author-ity
of India (UIDAI) that las-ted four years between 2015 and 2019
and found sev-eral con-cerns. Chief among these were instances
of junk enrol-ment and low-qual-ity bio-met-ric inform-a-tion,
UIDAI’S inab-il-ity to dir-ectly audit whether fin-ger-prints and
ret-ina scans of cit-izens could be stored by third parties, the
lapse in veri-fy-ing whether an applic-ant has indeed resided
in India for six months before enrolling (as is the rule), and a
much-pub-li-cised project to give Aadhaar num-bers to new--
borns that led to “avoid-able expendit-ure of Rs 310 crore”.

Each of these has ser-i-ous implic-a-tions. First, as CAG noted,
is the risk of pri-vacy if authen-tic-at-ing agen-cies such as banks
and tele-com pro-viders that com-monly use Aadhaar for
iden-tity veri-fic-a-tion begin stor-ing bio-met-ric data. Second,
there are ques-tions over the sanc-tity of the data-base, which
already under-pins sev-eral func-tions such as tax fil-ing, pen-sion
dis-tri-bu-tion, and in the future could become a sig-ni-fic-ant
determ-in-ant of vot-ing rights. Third, there is incon-veni-ence
to cit-izens when shoddy bio-met-rics recor-ded dur-ing
enrol-ment means they are unable to use bio-met-ric
authen-tic-a-tion and have to pay to have it rec-ti-fied.

As CAG itself notes, the role UIDAI has played in stream-lin-ing
cit-izen ser-vices is immense. Even a simple fea-ture of allow-ing
migrant work-ers to buy sub-sid-ised ration out-side of their
home state has only been made pos-sible due to Aadhaar. But
it is the scale of India’s pop-u-la-tion that also makes the
defi-cien-cies in the data-base and its risks a major prob-lem.
Even a 0.1 per cent error rate would mean 1.3 mil-lion records
are affected. Act-iv-ists have poin-ted out a sys-temic fix that
could help address these prob-lems: The appoint-ment of a
sep-ar-ate over-sight entity. The CAG report shows, and the
UIDAI responses agree, that Aadhaar needs fixes. These will

inev-it-ably be painstak-ing, which makes it con-tin-gent on the
gov-ern-ment to start soon.

Courtesy: The Hindustan Times

Unending trauma
Last week, the Biden administration issued a memorandum

authorising a multipronged federal response to Long Covid –
a spectrum of long-term health-damaging conditions that af-
flict many who recover from Covid and even those who were
asymptomatic – after belatedly recognising it needed greater
policy attention. In four months, the US will prepare an exhaustive
public report on Long Covid, outlining federal plans to sup-
port financial and healthcare needs of patients and coordinate
national research. India must also begin such an effort; there’s
tremendous anecdotal evidence of many with Long Covid
suffering silently in our midst.

The paucity of data shouldn’t be an excuse for ignoring the
existence and struggles of these Covid survivors. From life-
threatening blood clots to fatigue, breathlessness, anxiety
attacks, muscular pain, ‘brain fog’ etc, only a comprehensive
national study can document the full spectrum of ailments,
estimate the number of afflicted and their healthcare and finan-
cial needs, initiate sharing of medical knowhow between doctors,
and kick off research projects.

Of 1.7 million people in UK (nearly three per cent of entire
population), who reported Long Covid symptoms last month,
45 per cent had contracted the infection over a year ago. In UK
and US these large numbers have posed worries about many
incapacitated citizens leaving the worforce. Serosurveys indi-
cated Covid swept through the population, mostly
asymptomatically. Even if one per cent of India’s adult popu-
lation suffers Long Covid symptoms, the numbers afflicted
could be as staggeringly high as 10 million people.

Efforts like the National Clinical Registry to track clinical
characteristics of Covid patients on a large scale began in Sep-
tember 2020 but have unfortunately not released enough data
in the public domain to precisely establish India’s Long Covid
challenge. The absence of such data hobbles patients from seek-
ing medical help or creating a public discourse around their
trauma and financial difficulties. With the burden of treating
live Covid infections subsiding, getting disparate medical
research hospitals across India to collaborate on the Long Covid
effort is government of India’s next challenge.

Courtesy: The Times of India
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“We all call this year
as amrit varsh and the
government says that we
are heading to amrit
kaal. That also is good.
In this amrit varsh or
amrit kaal, home minis-
ter Amit Shah has come
with a Bill. With all re-
spect to him, I would like
to call it a draconian
Bill,” said Binoy
Viswam, national secre-
tariat member of the
Communist Party of In-
dia while speaking in the
house on April 6, 2022
taking part in the debate
over the Criminal Proce-
dure (Identification)Bill,
2022.

He said, “It is draco-
nian in every sense. It
does not suit the will of
the people and the spirit
of the nation. It has no
meaning to the country’s
struggle for indepen-
dence. It is a Bill
completely in line with
the British colonial rule.
You were telling us that
1920 Act was too old; it
was colonial. So, you
want to change it. But I
would ask you: What
about 124A? Is it not co-
lonial? But you embrace
that; you keep it high
and you impose 124A on
anybody whom you

Criminal Procedure (Identification) Bill: A Draconian Law
don’t like, and you call
those as sedition on the
nation. One who speaks
about the rulers, they are
imprisoned under 124A.
Whom should we be-
lieve? Respect the nation,
the country or the rulers?
When rulers do a mis-
take, the country has a
right to tell that it is a

mistake, it is a wrongdo-
ing. That is what we call
freedom. Do you know
P.G. Wodehouse, a re-
nowned writer, has
written a book. A pris-
oner in a jail in free India
asked for that book to
read and the authorities
responded: “It’s a threat
to the nation’s indepen-
dence.” Is it the
background of India? A
Government, which
came with UAPA activi-
ties, a Government
which came with AFSPA
Bill, a Government
which is keeping in the

fridge the DNA Bill, that
Government has come
today with this Bill. The
purpose is very clear.
You want to threaten ev-
erybody. You want to
take away all the human
rights. You want to take
away the democratic
movement of the country.
You want to punish the

workers, the peasants,
the students, the teach-
ers, everybody, who
dream of freedom and
that is why this Bill. Yes,
this Government has no
regard for freedom. The
approach Government
has is that they have a
right to do whatever they
like, and with that ap-
proach, they want to
keep themselves armed
with  such draconian
laws. It would be a harm-
ful thing for the country’s
future. That is why, the
Communist Party of In-
dia has to oppose it, and

we do oppose it. One last
sentence. I believe that
Amit Shahji would
change Clause 3 of this
Bill because you heard
what your advocate said
here.”

CPI Demands
National

Unemployment
Wage Scheme

“The gravest issue in
the country is the issue of
unemployment. There is
no need to explain the
data because no data is
correct. Unemployment
is on the increase day by
day. And when the pan-
demic came, we could
see lakhs of people who
were employed losing
their jobs in a day and the
suffering continued.
Their numbers are also
very high. How are they
living? This country has
a right and a duty to ask
of it. I should say that they
are not living; they are
just surviving around
us,” said Binoy Viswam
in the Zero hour, while
raising the issue of De-
mand for formulating
National Unemploy-
ment Wage Scheme in
Rajya Sabha on April 6,
2022.

Taking his point fur-

ther, he said, “In this
Amrit Kaal of India,
lakhs of people, or
maybe crores of people,
are living in a difficult
situation. They have a
right to ask for whom the
government is running
this country, for what it
is ruling this country.
Forget the politics. Cut-
ting across all the
political spectrum, our
country is having this
problem of unemploy-
ment. The number of
p a n d e m i c - a f f e c t e d
people is growing higher
and higher. I believe that
the government has a
duty to think of them. I
request the government
to make a plan to support
them, to give them some
wage support. Of course,
that also is imperative.
Publish an unemploy-
ment calendar. Give
them a support base and
give them a wage system.
Urgently depute a com-
mittee to look into the
matter and that commit-
tee should come up with
a report maybe within
three or four months.
This way, we have to be
with them. The country
has to tell them that they
are not forgotten. The
country is with them.”

CHANDIGARH: Punjab state coun-
cil of CPI, during its two-day meeting
that concluded here on April 11 adopted
unanimously a resolution moved by
AIKS president Bhupinder Sambar
demanding appropriate compensation
for the wheat loss in the state caused by
reduction in yield due to extreme heat
and continuous hike in diesel and petrol
prices by the central government, which
has put extra burden on the peasant
community as well other sections of the
society.

The resolution said that due to hot
weather the wheat corns dried before
full maturity. As a result, yield per acre
got reduced three to six quintals. Con-
sequently, the income of peasants got
reduced by Rs 6,000-10,000 per acre. The

CPI Demands Compensation for Wheat Loss

loss per acre is between Rs 6,000 to Rs 12,000.
Besides, the tall claims of the central gov-
ernment to double the income of peasants
by 2022 have already licked the dust. And
now nature has played havoc with them.
Moreover, the pro-corporate policy of the
central BJP government is putting extra
burden on peasants by raising the prices
of diesel, fertilizers, and other inputs.

The resolution demands 30 per cent in-
crease in MSP or bonus to the same tune.
Prices of diesel, fertilizers and other inputs
be reduced, taxes on them be curtailed and
cheap crude oil be imported from Russia,
Central Asian Countries, and Iran, and fi-
nally for all this, American imperialist

pressure, be rebuffed.
The resolution stresses that the gov-

ernment must give up its move to bring
back the repealed black laws through
fraudulent methods, increase export of
food grains, supply of agrarian inputs
on cheap rates through cooperatives, thus
increasing employment also. Public dis-
tribution of essential goods, like food
grains, cereals, pulses, sugar and oil
seeds by cooperatives is the only way of
patriotic constitutional development and
self-sufficiency.

Resolution, which was unanimously
passed, stresses on strong struggle till
it is met by regrouping peasant
organisations to get the remaining de-
mands of MSP, waiving of loans etc.

Gurnam Kanwar
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Savarkar’s philosophy
and vision of Hindus and
Muslims having un-
bridgeable differences.
Savarkar sowed the seeds
of division by furthering
the notion that those born
in India only would be
able to consider it as their
father land and those
whose places of pilgrim-
age are outside India
could not consider it as
their holy land. In doing
so he was effectively ex-
cluding Muslims and
other minorities, whose
places of pilgrimage re-
mained outside India,
from the scope of equal
citizenship. Ambedkar
wrote that V.D. Savarkar
visualized a Constitution
in which the “Hindu na-
tion will be enabled to
occupy a predominant
position that is due to it

From Front Page

Rise and Unite to Save...
and the Muslim nation
made to live in the posi-
tion of subordinate
co-operation with the
Hindu nation.”
Ambedkar then warned
saying, “Mr. Savarkar in
advocating his scheme is
really creating a most
dangerous situation for
the safety and security of
India”. Similarly, the
head-priest of the RSS,
M.S. Golwalkar advo-
cated second class
citizenship for Muslims.
Unfortunately, the Modi
regime and BJP ruled
states are now imple-
menting this vision of
Hindus and Muslims
constituting watertight
sections. This separation
between the majority and
minority is enabling the
Hindutva vanguard to
deny minorities the right
to equality before law and

dignity. The way Mus-
lims and other minorities
are being treated with
contempt by Modi re-
gime and degraded to a
status far below that of
citizens enshrined in the
Constitution clearly
prove the point that rabid
communalism is getting
precedence over the vi-
sion of the freedom
fighters and the Consti-
tution of India. Thus, as
Ambedkar foretold, we
are now face-to-face to
the most dangerous situ-
ation for the safety and
security of India.

Economic boycott of
Muslims on any consid-
erable scale was never
witnessed in the history
of the country. Such per-
verse steps are being
encouraged by BJP lead-
ers and taken forward.
Such policies combined

with the manufactured
narratives like love Jihad
are dividing India on
communal basis and cre-
ating conditions
conducive to animosity
and hate. It is tragic and
unfortunate that neither
the prime minister nor
any other top leader of
the Union government
uttered a single word
condemning the open
calls by so called holy
men for genocide of
Muslims, instead BJP
came to their protection.
Never ever in its history,
India witnessed elected
leaders responsible for
the functioning of the
state apparatus indulg-
ing in activities that are
causing a wide gulf
among people based on
faith. Under the tutelage
of the Manuvadi RSS, at-
tacks and discrimination
with Dalits, tribals and
women are taking place
and the perpetrators are
going scot-free. An RSS
pracharak sitting on the
PM’s chair has
emboldened such ele-
ments. This has to be
fought tooth and nail and
that too based on ideol-
ogy celebrating
pluralism and constitu-
tional values.

We need to consider
the following passage
authored by Dr
Ambedkar. He wrote “if
we want to build up
unity, it is not by devis-
ing a day, however
sacred that day may be,
when both Hindus and
Mahomedans will come
to the same polling
booth. If we want really
to devise some means to
build up unity, what we
should do is to break up
the social barrier. I say
that in this matter the
lead has to be taken up by
the Hindu community,
because they are a very
exclusive community. If
other communities live a
separate life, it is because
the Hindu community
regards certain interests
as its own interests and
the fault is entirely due
to the Hindu commu-

nity.” In this light, every-
one who prefers
democracy over commu-
nal majoritarianism,
equality over exclusion,
our Constitution over
theology must come to-
gether to establish a
lasting progressive
unity to effectively
neutralised the agenda of
RSS-BJP. We need a
movement in the pattern
of freedom movement to
forge the unity of our
people to defend the idea
of India enshrined in the
Constitution. In our inde-
pendence struggle,
political liberation went
simultaneously with so-
cial reform. We fondly
remember the herculean
work done by reformers
like Ram Mohun Roy,
Ishwar Chandra
Vidyasagar, Jyotiba
Phule, Mahatma
Ayyankalli, Sree
Narayana Guru and EVR
Periyar for bringing re-
forms in the society. This
time too, political unity
among democratic
people should go hand-
in-hand with liberating
the society from the ho-
mogeneity of the RSS.
Hinduism as a religion
was a diverse and dif-
fused set of practices
with great regional varia-
tions and the absence of
a centralised institution.
Hindus themselves
should remove RSS from
their self-appointed role
as the sole custodian of
all Hindus, in the East
and West and in North
and South of the country.
Other organised reli-
gions should also make
space for reforms and
make their practices
democratic. Mass educa-
tion on these pertinent
issues, and spirit of agi-
tation against the
darkness of
majoritarianism and a
robust democratic unity
can achieve these objec-
tives. In this fight, Dr
Ambedkar’s slogan of
“Educate, Agitate and
Organise” should be-
come our path for
political and social libera-
tion.

The meeting was ad-
dressed by the CPI
general secretary D Raja.
Member of national sec-
retariat Dr BK Kango also
was present, along with
several other distin-
guished personalities.

D Raja in his speech
described the great con-
tributions of Dr BR
Ambedkar to the struggle
for the upliftment of the
downtrodden and the ex-
ploited. He recalled his
struggles to bring the
outcasts to the main-
stream of the society at
par with higher castes
without discrimination.
He pointed out that it
was Dr Ambedkar who
brought into focus the
question of the annihila-
tion of castes and the
importance of struggle
for it. Ambedkar agreed
with Marxism on some of
the key social concepts
of equality and social
justice. Ambedkar even
said, if anybody was

Remembering Com PC Joshi...
From Front Page close to Gautam Buddha,

it was Karl Marx.
Ambedkar agreed with
the Marxist idea of a fu-
ture society without
exploitation and with the
social ownership over
means of production.

Dr Ambedkar, said D
Raja, underlined the im-
portance of protection of
the rights of the minori-
ties. Raja said it was a
special responsibility of
the majority to protect
the rights of the minori-
ties.

Raja also pointed out
that Dr Ambedkar
played a big role in the
preparation of our
country’s Constitution. It
was due mainly to his ef-
forts that the
downtrodden got their
due and provisions of
protection of their rights.
He got many ideas of jus-
tice and equality
incorporated. Though
the word socialism was
not included, many of its
ideas were included due
to his efforts.

D Raja spoke in glow-
ing words about the
builder of the Commu-
nist movement in India:
Com PC Joshi. Joshi was
a young man of 28 years
when he became general
secretary of CPI in 1935.
Under his stewardship,
CPI became a mass effec-
tive force. That was the
time when the anti-fascist
movement was on the
rise in Europe and India.
Joshi endeavoured to
bring together the anti-
fascist and
anti-imperialist forces to-
gether. It was in this
background that the
great mass organizations
like AISF, AIKS, PWA,
IPTA and others formed
and flourished. He led
the party actively in the
struggle for national free-
dom.

PC Joshi left a deep
impact on India’s politics
and culture, and he de-
vised new ways of mass
creative activities. We
should all learn from
him, said D Raja.
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STUDY &
STRUGGLE

C. Adhikesavan

Despite The Right to
Education Act, 2009, par-
ents are suffering to
provide their children the
basic education in India.
Schoolnet revealed the re-
sults of their study titled
“Understanding Indian
School Education Spends
Landscape,” which was
conducted across 40,000
schools, impacting 15 mil-
lion students. The entire
cost on a child’s schooling
and education was studied
in partnership with PGA
Labs among those in af-
fordable private and
government schools. The
survey found that parents
spend an average of Rs
32,000 annually on their
children’s education across
tier 1-4 cities.

Seven tier 1 households
spend less than Rs 10,000
According to the findings,
seven per cent of house-
holds in Tier 1 cities spend
less than Rs 10,000 on their
child’s education, com-
pared to 18 per cent of
parents in tier 4 cities. Due
to factors like expensive
options for supplementary
education, varying avail-
ability of resources, and
parental education levels,
the data demonstrate sub-
stantial differences in
education spending across
the country. As we
progress from tier 1 to tier
4, the average educational
expenditure decreases,
affecting the country’s
educational equity.

Households spend Rs
16,000 per year on after-
school education
After-school education
provides children with ad-
ditional academic benefits
added to their classroom
education. At the same
time, numerous things like
tuition fees, computers,
textbooks, and even online
educational application
subscriptions have a role in
its accessibility and deliv-
ery. According to the
report, Indian households
spend an average of Rs
16,000 per year on after-
school education, which
includes personal tutors,
tuition courses, and coach-
ing sessions.

Further survey said,
“India has one of the larg-
est K-12 schooling systems

Parents Face Costly Education in India
in the world, with 1.5 mil-
lion schools and 250
million students. As seen
in our survey conducted
among children studying
in affordable private and
government schools, fami-
lies are willing to spend
increasingly on education,
as they understand the
importance of in-school as
well as after-school educa-
tion. At the same time,
there still exists a vast gap
in the facilities available
across the country, which
impact the spending on
education. Through this
survey, we wanted to un-
derstand the spending
habits of India’s average
family when it comes to

school education in India.
This would help us work
towards sustainably
bridging the supply and
demand gap that exists
currently.”

The survey added,
“This study has generated
deep insights for us at
Schoolnet and for the
larger education and ed-
tech ecosystems. It has
shown that decisive im-
pact cannot be made by
eclipsing the families in the
middle and bottom of the
economic pyramid. The
findings have thrown light
on some of the strategic
areas that require sharper
focus to make the dream of
quality education for all
into a reality.”

Govt. Apathy in
Gujarat Schools

The people in Gujarat
have begun to question the

“crumbling education”
system in the state being
ruled by the BJP for the last
27 years. The BJP rule has
failed to provide the basic
education in the state.
Good education is the ba-
sic right of every Indian.
People are started raising
their voice for education.

The ruling BJP govern-
ment has failed to improve
the state’s education sys-
tem. The BJP is in power at
the BMC. The dilapidated
of school buildings and
cleanliness of the school
premises. This is the real-
ity of government schools
and the public education
system in Gujarat. There
are some hanging smart

boards which no one in
school knew how to oper-
ate. The picture of the
government’s apathy was
clear and the truth of their
efforts of showcasing fake
smart schools stand ex-
posed. It is extremely sad
to see the government
schools in such bad shape.
It’s been 75 years since in-
dependence but we still
haven’t been able to pro-
vide good education, why?
How will India progress if
each child doesn’t get qual-
ity education? Let’s take a
pledge to work together to
ensure that every child gets
a good education.

The parents who are
unhappy with Gujarat’s
education system should
consider moving to another
state or foreign country to
avail of quality education
for their children. It is an

insult to the parents of
Gujarat.

The sights at the gov-
ernment schools were
dreadful and infrastruc-
ture was life threatening.
Cracks in the roof and walls
were telling the stories of
government’s apathy. This
is the reality of government
schools and the public
education system in
Gujarat.

There is not even a
single classroom had desks
and benches. There are not
enough desks and benches
in the school to accommo-
date all children. Thus,
students are made to sit on
the floor… washrooms
and drinking water facili-

ties were at its worst and
were efficient enough to
spread an outbreak of a
disease. There were webs
of electricity wires dan-
gling overhead in
classrooms.

Despite such a poor
state of government
schools in Gujarat, the BJP
was arrogant enough to
say that ‘those who do not
like the education system
of Gujarat can leave for
Delhi’.

The BJP government in
Gujarat still has time to
accept their faults and
work on improving infra-
structure of government
schools otherwise the pub-
lic is intelligent enough to
choose the right party that
will work for strengthen-
ing the education system
in Gujarat.

Hundreds of govt
schools in Delhi

functioning without
Heads

The absence of school
principal or headmaster
will also have implications
for safety and security of
children, the National
Commission for Protec-
tion of Child Rights with
“factual position about the
vacancies of HoS/Princi-
pal and action taken in this
regard” by April 19.

Only 203 out of 1,027
government schools in the
national capital have a
headmaster or principal,
the apex child rights body
NCPCR said and sought
an explanation from the
Delhi government for the
high vacancy in the impor-
tant posts. In a letter to
Delhi Chief Secretary
Vijay Dev, the National
Commission for Protec-
tion of Child Rights
(NCPCR) said its team led
by its chairperson visited
a number of schools in
Delhi and found discrep-
ancies with respect to
infrastructure and other
aspects. It also came to the
commission’s notice that in
most of the schools visited
by the team, the post of
head of school (HoS) was
found to be vacant.

The NCPCR said there
are a total of 1,027 schools
under the Department of
Education, out of which
only 203 schools have
headmaster/acting head-
master/ principal.
NCPCR noted that the
head of school has an im-
portant role to play in
ensuring that schools have
positive learning environ-
ment and a caring and
inclusive culture.

The absence of school
principal or headmaster
will also have implications
for safety and security of
children, the NCPCR chief
said.
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    The birth of Indian industrial labour is much
later than that of its counterparts in Europe where
the industrial revolution had already taken place.
As India had no industry and was an agrarian so-
ciety completely, there were labourers in tea gardens
owned by the English and Indians and in farming.
Its inhabitants were peasants, landlords, and arti-
sans like blacksmiths, weavers, tailors, shoemakers,
potters, carpenters etc, who used to mend tools,
clothes, pots, shoes etc. for the society.  However,
later on peasants ruined by landlords and money-
lenders and artisans destroyed by the British rulers
were compelled to leave their villages and flock to
the new towns on sea coasts where they worked as
loaders or domestic servants.  A large number of
Indian workers had gone to South Africa, the pacific
coast and to other countries like Fiji under the sys-
tem of indenture.  The flow of such type of workers
begins somewhere in 1830 and continued till 1922.

Trade Union Movement in
Pre-Independence India

Tikaram Sharma

The first railway from
Bombay to thane came
into existence in 1853 and
the first textile mill
started functioning in the
same year.  The first jute
mill started in India in
1858.  As a result a new
working class was born.
In 1852 to 1880, the work-
ers in these factories were
exploited most inhu-
manly. Men women and
children were compelled
to toil from 12, 16, 18 and
even 23 hours per day.
Children of 5 or 6 years
of age worked full time
as grownups.  The work-
ing class was not in a
position to protest
against these atrocities of
the capitalist class.
Therefore, reforms or
legal remedies for work-
ers were out of question.
During this period, there
were 156 mills in the
country where number of
workers was no less than
44,000 comprising the
labour force involved.
However, when the
cheap child labour of
Indian factories run by
the British and the Indian
owners competed with
the cotton textiles of the
Lancashire, the British
owners in England de-
manded that Indian

government prevent ex-
cessive exploitation of
Indian workers. As a re-
sult, factory
commissions were set up
to inquire into the condi-
tions of the workers in
India. The commission
recommended Sunday
holiday and lamented
upon the age of children
and night work by
women.  By 1890, some
of the recommendations
like Sunday holiday and
prohibition of child
labour below 9 years
were implemented

 N M Lokhanday, who
started his career as a mill
worker and later became
a journalist, started
working among mill
workers and understood
their problems.  He
started a journal called
Dinbandhu.  In April
1884, he called a meeting
of the mill workers and
prepared a demand let-
ter. The main demands
were; working hours,
weekly off, lunch hour
break and permanent job
for women and children.
In April 1890, about
10,000 workers held a
meeting in which a
memorandum was
drafted and an
organisation in the name

of ‘Mill Hands’ was
formed.  But the
organisation had neither
any membership nor
funds to run. The only
outcome of this was that
Lokhanday was nomi-
nated by the government
to collect the relevant
material pertaining to the
demands of the workers.
But he died a little before
the end of the 19th cen-
tury.

The second phase of
the labour movement
started with the begin-
ning of the 20th century.
Some labour
organisations like Press
Workers, Union Madras
(1903), The Bombay
Postal Union (1907), The
Kamgar, Hitvardhak
Sabha etc. came into be-
ing. During this period,
a large number of strikes
took place.  In the textile
industry, the dispute
started with the issue of
working hours, the strike
took place and ended
with riots.  Apart from
this, a strike took place in
railways which was in
the hands of the British.
Even English drivers
were part of the strike.
The railway manage-
ment tried their best to
desist the English driv-
ers from the strike but
failed.  Due to the parti-
tion of Bengal, there was
a great resentment
among the masses
throughout the country.
The press workers of the
government printing
press Calcutta refused to
print the gazette notifica-
tion of the partition of
Bengal and went on
strike.  The three famous
leaders leading the
movement were Lala
Lajpat Rai, Bal
Gangadhar Tilak and

Bipin Chandra Pal.
Due to progress in the

industrial activities, the
number of labourers in-
creased drastically in the
country. The new indus-
tries were Mining, Steel,
Engineering, Railways,
Oil etc.  All these were in
private sector whereas
Public Works Depart-
ment, Post and
Telegraph and a few
more were in the govern-
ment sector till the First
World War. Soon
emerged many new cit-
ies like Calcutta,
Bombay, Madras,
Karachi, Kanpur.  For
Indian industrialists, this
period proved very fruit-
ful as it became easy for
them to establish their
units.  The First World
War ushered the Indian
working class into a new
epoch.  The war had
brought about a radical
change in the outlook of
the Indian industrial
workers as a class. The
important factors being
economic hardships due
to phenomenal rise in the
cost of living, the rising
tide of the national move-
ment. A leadership also
emerged from among the
workers along with the
expansion of the indus-
try accentuated by the
outbreak of the epidemic
like that of influenza.
Earlier the working class
was confined to eco-
nomic demands only
though it was organised
and strikes also took
place at some centres.

Tilak was arrested on
charges of sedition.
Muhammad Ali Jinnah
had fought his case.
Among the jury, seven
were British and sup-
ported his sentence
while two Indians
among them opposed it.
Tilak was sent to
Mandalay jail in Burma

for six years of imprison-
ment. The working class
of Bombay went on a six
-day strike, each day was
for each year of incarcera-
tion.  Not only the
workers, but the entire
middle class that is shop-
keepers, merchants and
others joined the protest,
resulting in a complete
hartal in Bombay. It was
the first political strike in
1908 by Indian workers.

 “Tilak was the only
leader among the anti -
Imperialist national
revolutionaries who
combined all forms of
struggle including
peaceful and non -peace-
ful, legal and illegal,
open and conspiratorial,
always teaching and
learning from the masses
and always leading
them,” wrote S A Dange,
the tallest leader of the
country’s trade union
movement, in his book,
‘Origins of the Trade
Union Movement in In-
dia’.  Some scholars are
of the opinion that All
India Trade Union Con-
gress (AITUC) would
have been formed during
1905-08 had Tilak not
been arrested.  However,
AITUC was formed on
October 31, 1920 but
Tilak who so much as-
pired and worked for it
did not live to see its
foundation. He died on
August 1, 1920.

The first session of All
India Trade Union Con-
gress (AITUC) was held
in Bombay presided over
by Lala Lajpat Rai, a na-
tional leader belonging
to the Indian National
Congress Party. It was
attended by 107 partici-
pants representing 64
affiliated unions and 40
sympathiser unions.
Apart from the del-
egates, more than 10,000
participated; among
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them were national lead-
ers, advocates, trade
unionists, social workers
and capitalists. Those
who did not attend in-
clude Mahatma Gandhi,
B.P Wadia and Annie
Besant. Mahatma Gandhi
was not anti-labour and
his contributions in set-
tling disputes between
the mill owners of
Ahmadabad and textile
workers on the issue of
plague allowance are
well known. However, he
did not believe in class
consciousness in the in-
dustrial society. Thus,
AITUC, the first trade
union centre of the coun-
try came into being. The
pioneers of the AITUC
were distinguished pub-
lic figures from all walks
of life who were nation-
alists. Most prominent
among them were Lala
Lajpat Rai, Jawaharlal
Nehru, Diwan
Chamanlal, C.R Das,
Motilal Nehru and some
others.

After its formation, the
AITUC remained very
close to the national free-
dom movement led by
the Indian National Con-
gress. It came into being
not only to coordinate the
trade union activities in
the country but also to
elect the representatives
of workers from India to
the International Labour
Organisation (ILO)
formed in 1919. The trade
union movement was
deeply under the influ-
ence of the October
Revolution that had
taken place in 1917 in
Russia bringing the mes-
sage of historical change
in the existing exploit-
ative society.

The working class
movement, thus
organised, was gaining
ground day by day. The
number of strikes in the
industries like railways,
textiles, post and tele-
graph, mines, iron and
steel, docks and ports etc.
increased. May Day, the
international festival of
labour, was first cel-
ebrated in 1923 in

Madras where
Singaravelu Chettiar
hoisted the red flag. The
British colonialists were
afraid of it and got ar-
rested four topmost
leaders of the working
class namely S.A Dange,
Muzaffar Ahmed,
Shaukat Usmani and
Nalini Gupta in a false
case of overthrowing of
British rule from India
and imprisonment for
four years. This historic
case is known as Kanpur
Bolshevik case.

It is true that credit
goes to communist pio-
neers who brought the

labour problems to the
Indian National Con-
gress. Though the
Congress party formed
the committees to
organise the working
class and allocated funds
for the purpose but was
never seriously consid-
ered to work for the
welfare of the working
class. On the contrary,
Congress considered it
safer not to encourage
the workers to become
organised in trade
unions or political par-
ties.

In 1926, the govern-
ment passed the Indian
Trade Union Act. On
January 3, 1928, Simon
commission came to In-
dia and under the
leadership of AITUC, the
working class strikes and
demonstrations were
held in protest on its ar-
rival in February 1928.
About 30,000 workers
participated in the pro-
test shouting slogans

such as “Down with Im-
perialism” and “Simon
go back”. The textile
strike of Bombay under
the banner of Girni
Kamgaar Union led by
Dange and others lasted
for six months, the long-
est strike of that period,
the strike was successful
and the workers came
out with flying colours.
On the question of affili-
ation with international
trade union
organisations, there was
difference of opinion
among its leaders. Lead-
ers like Narayan Malhar
Rao Joshi, Diwan

Chamanlal, VV Giri and
B. Shivarao decided to
leave AITUC and formed
the Indian Trade Union
Congress (ITUC). This
was the first split and in
1931 there was a second
split on the question of
who was representing
Girni Kamgaar Union
and rejection of resolu-
tion on the affiliation of
AITUC to communist led
Red International
Labour Union, with a
result that Red Trade
Union Congress was
formed by the splinter
group. However, on
April 20, 1935, the Red
Trade union Congress
decided to dissolve itself
and merge in the AITUC
and later on ITUC, also
follow suit.

In order to curb the
working class movement
the government of India
acted swiftly. The Trade
Dispute Act was passed
and an ordinance was
issued on the line of Pub-

lic Safety Bill. In March
1929, the top leaders of
the working class and
some others were ar-
rested in what is called
Meerut conspiracy case.
More than 50,000 work-
ers were on strike in
Sholapur as against the
arrest of Mahatma
Gandhi. The entire city
remained under the con-
trol of workers and other
sections of society. Mar-
tial law was imposed in
order to control the situ-
ation. By 1934 all the
prisoners of the Meerut
conspiracy case were re-
leased. In 1937, elections

were held in the country
and out of 1585 seats,
Congress won 923 seats
and got 58.23 percent
while Muslim League
captured 25 percent seats
among the reserved seats
for Muslims and won 425
seats, which was 26.81
Per cent. Muslims in
Congress got 6 percent
seats. Out of  eleven
provinces, Congress
emerged in power in
eight provinces, the three
states where it could not
form government were
Bengal, Madras and
Punjab where Muslim
League got majority. In
the reserved constituen-
cies of Central assembly,
the Muslim League won
all the seats. The workers
whole heartedly sup-
ported the Indian
National Congress in the
elections but the state
governments could not
survive long and re-
signed in October 1939.

The Second World

War started on Septem-
ber 1, 1939 between
Germany on one side,
France and England on
the other side. The Indian
Government without
consulting any leaders
declared India as a part
of it. In protest, 9,000
workers of Bombay went
on strike against the im-
perialist war. They also
went on a 40 day strike
demanding dearness al-
lowance to neutralise the
increasing cost of living.
In the mean time Hitler
after occupying Europe
turned his armies to at-
tack the Soviet Union on
June 22, 1941. Now the
world was divided into
two camps namely Italy,
Germany and Japan and
on the other hand USA,
England and  Soviet
Union. In the Bombay
session of AITUC in
1940, after discussion a
common resolution on
war could not be drafted
as none of the resolutions
could get the required 2/
3rd majority. All India
Congress Party gave a
call of Quit India on Au-
gust 9, 1942. Trade Union
activities of the period
can be understood by the
statement of the then
general secretary N M
Joshi, “During the period
under review, the policy
of Trade Unionists in
general was to avoid the
strikes and settle labour
disputes by way of rec-
ognition of the difficulties
that would cause if
strikes occur in these dif-
ficult times.”

M N Roy broke away
from AITUC on the ques-
tion of supporting the
World War and formed
a new organisation
namely Indian Federa-
tion of Labour with
Jamnadas Mehta as
president and M N Roy
as general secretary. Roy
was in favour of support-
ing the government on
the issue of war. A sum
of rupees 13,000 per
month was given as grant
to the federation by the
government. It grew rap-

On Page 10
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idly having its following among the railway work-
ers of Bengal, Bihar and Punjab. At that time there
were mainly three groups of labour organisations
in existence. AITUC was dominated by communists
who could not pass any resolution in support or
against war. Roy was in support but nationalists and
socialists adopted a more militant approach against
war. Roy also claimed that his organisation was the
biggest trade union centre and claimed represen-
tation for ILO from India but AITUC was proved to
the largest trade union organisation and maintained
its claim for it. The Second World War ended in 1945.

 Fascism was defeated and British imperialism
was considerably weakened. It gave way to the in-
dependence of many colonial countries. The
demonstrations and strikes took place in Delhi,
Bombay, Calcutta and Madras to release the Indian
national army of Subhash Chandra Bose uncondi-
tionally, who were arrested at the end of the war.
There were large scale arrests of Trade Union leaders
and other nationalist organisations. Air Force men
including senior non- commissioned officers of the
Royal Air Force went on strike in Delhi protesting
against the racial discrimination and demanding gra-
tuity deferred pay etc. The Royal Indian navy
revolted on February 18, 1946 who pulled down the
Union Jack and hoisted the Congress, Muslim
League, and red flags on the ships and formed strike
committees. These revolts won active support of the
people. The trade union and CPI gave calls for gen-
eral strike; as a result, the Bombay city was totally
in chaos. Barricades were built and Indian soldiers
refused to fire on the agitators. British troops were
called in and an intense battles between British troops
and the working class started. In the end 250 were
left dead. There were strikes in other cities where
police, and railway workers went on strike. In 1945
World Federation of Trade Unions (WFTU) came
into being in which S A Dange, R A Khadilkar and
Sudhindra Pramarth were the AITUC representa-
tives.

 Apart from AITUC, there were some federations
like All India Bank Employees Association,
Railwaymen’s Federation, Defence Employees
Federation, Teacher’s Association etc were also
formed in period under reference. Majoor Mahajan
Organisation of Mahatma Gandhi was also active
in the textile industry of Ahmadabad. There was one
more labour organisation in the name of Majdoor
Seva Sangh with Guljari Lal Nanda as its secretary
was able to split AITUC and form Parallel trade union
centre “Indian National Trade Union Congress” or
INTUC of Congress party just before independence.

Among the leaders from all organisations of
labour, the prominent among them were Bal
Gangadhar Tilak, Lala Lajpat Rai, Diwan Chamanlal,
J. Batista, N M Joshi, V V Giri, S A Dange, Mani Ben
Kara etc.  The workers by dint of hard struggle were
able to achieve some very crucial demands like eight
hours working day, weekly holiday, minimum
wages, right to strike and for each of the achieve-
ments, they had to pay with blood and lives. Some
workers were burnt alive, some were killed in po-
lice firing, and some were jailed for a long time.

From Centre Pages

Trade Union Movement...

On the occasion of the
60th anniversary of Cuban
Institute of Friendship
with the peoples, the
ICAP, the friendship
organization offered the
premier friendship orga-
nization of our country
ISCUF with a medal to
latter’s General Secretary
Bijay Kumar Padhihari.

Cuba Honours ISCUF
with Friendship Medal

It was offered by the
ambassador of Cuba
Alejandro Samancas and
a statement was read out
on the occasion by
Malena Rajas Medina.

On this happy occa-
sion apart from Bijay

Kumar Padhihari, gen-
eral gecretary, ISCUF the
members of the secre-
tariat of ISCUF were
present. Bhanudeb Dutta
( C h a i r m a n ) ,
R a d h a k r i s h n a n
(Tamilnadu), Dr. Nara
Singh (Manipur), Motilal
(Uttar Pradesh) and A. .K.
Rashidi (Jharkhand).

Bijay Kumar
Padhihari

C H A N D I G A R H :
Two days meeting of
Punjab State Council of
CPI concluded here giv-
ing call to mobilise all
secular, democratic, left
and also regional forces
against the fascistic on-
slaughts of BJP-RSS
Central Government on
basic structure of our
Constitution, on minori-
ties, on federalism and
human and civil rights
and for that purpose to
work hard to strengthen
and broaden the CPI by
building its strong bases.

Bant Singh Brar, Secre-
tary, Punjab Unit of CPI,
releasing the decisions of
the meeting which was
held under presidium
comprising Nirmal
Singh Dhaliwal,
Narinderpal Kaur Pali,
Gulzar Singh Gurdaspur
and Santokh Singh
Sanghera, told that D
Raja, general secretary of
CPI, national council
members N.
Chidambarm and Khan

Call to Organise Opposition
Against  Fascist Forces

were present on behalf of
central leadership.

D. Raja, addressing
the meeting, reported on
national situation and
praised the Punjab Party
for giving leadership to
Youth, Students, Khet
Mazdoors, farmers and
Intellectuals at national
level and for contribut-
ing in historic Kisan
Andolan and the calls
given by Centre to
struggle on peoples is-
sues. He stressed on the
importance of left unity
for vast mobilisation to
confront the RSS agenda
of converting the country
into one community’s
regime of dictatorship.

He said that 24th Party
Congress, to be held at
Vijayawada on October
14-18, 2022 will concen-
trate on these issues for
rejuvenation of the party
and to save the country.
Prior to it, process of lo-
cal, district and state
conferences will be com-
pleted.

N Chidambarm made
ferment appeal for New
Age, Mukti Sangharsh
and C.K. Chandrapan
Memorial, which was re-
sponded by comrades
with positive response,
who promised to con-
tribute magnanimously.

Bant Singh Brar pre-
sented his report on
Election Review and
present situation in the
state. He said people
were fed up with Akali-
BJP and Congress
governments and in ab-
sence of viable
alternative voted mas-
sively for AAP and were
lured by its wild prom-
ises. Brar, while
welcoming AAP victory,
stressed on the promises
and to fight for Punjab
cause and not to be
caught in remote control
of Delhi. Brar expressed
concern on poor perfor-
mance of Left parties,
including CPI.
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Health care today is faced with several challenges
right from medical education, primary prevention
of disease, delivery of healthcare, funding for
healthcare, scientific inputs, drug pricing etc. In the
ancient times promotion of good health was learnt
through day-to-day experience, so developed the
concept of developing resistance to diseases through
healthy nutrition or through specific methods like
the use of herbs or other natural products. Modern
scientific medicine carried forward that knowledge
through extensive research to find normal functioning
of the body, the causation o1f disease and methods
of management of the disease and promotion of good
health.

Health Care Policy must be for Serving the Masses
Dr Arun Mitra

In India health plan-
ning started with the
formation of a committee
popularly known as
Bhore committee under
the chairmanship of Sir
Joseph Bhore  in 1943 to
survey the then existing
position regarding health
conditions and health or-
ganizations in the
country. The committee
in its report in 1946 rec-
ommended that “the
health programme
should be developed on
a foundation of preven-
tive health work and that
‘if the nation’s health has
to be built, such activities
should proceed side by
side those concerned
with treatment of pa-
tients’.

 It was based on the
principles that  ‘no indi-
vidual should be denied
to secure adequate medi-
cal care because of
inability to pay; health
programme must lay
special emphasis on pre-
ventive work; health
service should be lo-
cated close to the people;
medical services should
be free to all without any
distinction and doctor
should be a social phy-
sician’. The committee
also observed that ‘health
and development are
inter-dependent and
improvement in other
sectors like water sup-
ply, sanitation, nutrition,
employment led to im-
provement in health
status’. Interestingly this
is also the period when
the British government

introduced National
Health Services in En-
gland. The Soviet Union
had already introduced
the concept of state’s re-
sponsibility of
healthcare to all in 1936.

In the first few decades
after independence, di-
rection of the healthcare

in our country was based
on these principles which
gave priority to public
health. During that pe-
riod much of the health
care was developed in
state sector with a spe-
cial emphasis on the need
for basic healthcare ser-
vices. As a follow up
India signed Alma-Ata
Declaration in 1978
which identified pri-
mary healthcare as the
key to the attainment of
the goal of Health for all
and conceptualized
‘health as the core func-
tion of development,
encompassing the secu-
rities of life, livelihood,
and basic services in-
cluding food, health,

education, housing,
sanitation, drinking wa-
ter, electricity, and
transportation’.

In 1980s when neo-lib-
eral economic policies
were adopted there oc-
curred a policy shift
towards health that
treats health as ‘techno-
dependent and
amenable to
commodification’. Even
the World Health
Organisation (WHO)
started working under
the influence of interna-
tional monopoly
corporates and took po-
sition to increase

privatization and part-
nership with
multinational compa-
nies.  In our country we
find that the public sec-
tor is now responsible for
the preventive services
while the private sector
on the other hand is in-
vesting heavily in
secondary and tertiary
care with a profit motive
making the advanced
care out of reach of low
and even middle income
group population.

There has been a para-
digm shift in the
approach from the first
National Health Policy –
1983   which emphasized
on promotive, preven-
tive curative and

rehabilitative services.
The National Health
Policy (NHP)  2017 how-
ever made a leap forward
to corporate centric and
insurance based
healthcare system. As a
result public funds are
being diverted to the
private insurance and
health care sector.   This
is a period following
World Trade
Organisation which was
founded on 1st January
1995.

Presently 75% of
healthcare expenditure
comes from the pockets
of households – 80% for
OPD care and 60% for
Indoor care. This cata-
strophic healthcare cost

is an important cause of
impoverishment which
further adds to poor
health. No wonder the
government recognises
the fact that every year 6.3
crore people are pushed
below poverty line be-
cause of out of pocket
expenditure on health.

India has roughly 20
health workers per 10,000
population. Total doctor-
population ratio
including the doctors of
modern medicine and
AYUSH as told  by Shri
Mansukh Mandaviya,
Union minister of health
and family welfare in the
Rajya Sabha April 5,
2022,  is 1:834. It is to be
noted that Govt. doctor-

population ratio is
1:11,926 in contrast to the
desired 1:1,000. This is a
major cause of inequal-
ity in healthcare to the
marginalized sections
who are dependent
solely on state healthcare
system. WHO recom-
mends minimum of 5%
of the GDP as expendi-
ture on health, while in
contrast our public
health spending is hov-
ering around 1.1% of
GDP.

That out of a popula-
tion of 100000 in our
country 32 persons die
due to Tuberculosis ev-
ery year, is a matter of
grave concern and
shame. Similar is the con-
dition of other
communicable and non
– communicable dis-
eases. Because of poor
planning the diseases
like Malaria, Tuberculo-
sis, Cardiac illnesses,
Diabetes, Cancers etc. got
ignored during the
COVID Pandemic. De-
spite all the above
happenings, the Consti-
tution of India does not
expressly guarantee a
fundamental right to
health.

There is need to set up
Primary Health Centre at
every 30000 population,
with 24-hour service, a
Health Sub-Centre at
every 5000 population
and a fully staffed Com-
munity Health Centre
with all facilities at every
100000 population. Es-
tablish round-the-clock
ambulance service at
every 30000 population.
Post women medical and
paramedical personnel
in all health centres and
hospitals in adequate
numbers. All Govern-
ment health facilities
should adhere to Indian
Public Health Standard
(IPHS) norms.

Medical education
too is on the same lines.
In the last few decades
there has been shift from

On Page 14
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CPI formed the govern-
ment with the help of 5
independents whom it had
supported. EMS
Namboodiripad became
the first Communist chief
minister of India.

A historic event:
lessons in theory and

practice
Formation of the first

Communist government in
Kerala through ballot box
was a historic event. It
upset many of the estab-
lished notions both among
the non-Communists and
the Communists. Till then,
it was generally thought
that Communists could not
come to power through
elections. Even if they did,
‘by fluke’, they couldn’t do
much within a ‘bourgeois’
system.

CPI had only recently
come out of the self-destruc-
tive ‘BTR’ period
(1948-50), during which it
had decided not to partici-
pate in the ‘bourgeois’
elections, as it was busy
preparing for revolution
through armed struggle.

Thankfully, this sectar-
ian and adventurist line
ran out its course rather
quickly and was replaced
in 1950-51, but not before
inflicting severe damage
upon Communist move-
ment. Thus, the Kerala
election results of 1957
went a long way in resur-
recting the CPI. Ajoy
Ghosh became the GS in
1951, and the new leader-
ship led by him embarked
upon step by step course
correction, beginning with
the famous ‘Three ‘P’s Let-
ter (of Ajoy Ghosh, Dange
and Ghate). CPI an-
nounced that it will
participate actively in the
1952 general elections, a
historic and momentous
decision, as it established
the party in the Parliament
as the main opposition. The
new course culminated in
the emergence of a Com-
munist government in
Kerala, with EMS as the

first Communist chief min-
ister India.

Wider perspective
Generally speaking,

before the Second World
War (WW II), participa-
tion in elections was seen
as means of propaganda
alone. There of course were
some examples, as in
France and Spain, where
Communists fought elec-
tions along with other
progressive parties in anti-
fascist People’s Fronts, and
formed governments. But
on the whole, elections
were looked upon only as
a temporary event, noth-
ing to do with revolution.
Post-WW II situation
opened new possibilities of
democratic transition
through parliamentary
forms of struggles, backed
by mass movement in the
conditions of the broaden-
ing anti-imperialist
democratic front. World
Communist meetings and
conferences discussed
these issues widely.

From this perspective,
Kerala victory made a big
theoretical as well as prac-
tical contribution.

Communist
government in
Kerala, 1957

Ajoy Ghosh, general
secretary of CPI, in an Ap-
peal to the Nation before
the elections, placed the
democratic program be-
fore the people, promising
CPI would carry out re-
forms, utilizing the new
opportunity. Kerala CPI
also promised to carry out
measures in favor of the
people with their partici-
pation. This was a new
approach.

The Communist gov-
ernment was sworn in on
April 5, 1957. Headed by
EMS Namboodiripad, it
included TV Thomas, C
Achutha Menon, KR
Gowri, KC George, Prof
Joseph Mundassery, Dr AR
Menon, KP Gopalan, VR
Krishna Iyer, TA Majeed,
and PK Chathan. Achutha
Menon was at the time
state CPI secretary and a

member of the CC of CPI.
He was also a prominent
leader of the states people’s
movement in the Cochin
state. He was the first to
move a non-official resolu-
tion in the  Communist
governments to carry out
land reforms. Interestingly,
after the split in CPI in
1964, C Achutha Menon
was to head, in 1969, the
CPI-led coalition govern-
ment as its chief minister.

The members of the 11-
member cabinet were
outstanding personalities.
EMS, the chief minister,
was the leader of the
Communist group in the
assembly, politburo mem-
ber of CPI, an authority on
agrarian and nationalities
questions, a leader of kisan
and other movements; C
Achutha Menon was one
of the founders of Cochin
Praja Mandalam and in
other roles mentioned
above; KC George was an
outstanding leader of
Travancore people’s
movement, earlier a mem-
ber of CC and then of the
CCC; KP Gopalan was a
leader of Malabar TU
movement, a member of
Madras assembly, a fa-
mous leader of the working
class; TV Thomas, of
Travancore TU move-
ment, leader of the
opposition in the previous
T-C Assembly, chairman of
Alleppey Municipality; KR
Gowri was the leader of the
immortal working class
movement of Shertallai-
Ambalapuzha taluks; PK
Chathan, popularly
known as ‘Chathan Mas-
ter’, president of Pulaya
Mahajana Sabha and a
Harijan representative in
the cabinet; TA Majid won
Verkala in all the three
general elections in T-C;
Prof Joseph Mundassery
was a litterateur and edu-
cationist, leader of
cooperative movement; Dr
AR Menon, an indepen-
dent supported by CPI,
was a former Congress
member and minister; VR
Krishna Menon was an-
other independent

minister supported by CPI,
member of Madras assem-
bly and known for getting
tenancy bills passed earlier.

Such was the highly
distinguished first Com-
munist cabinet.

Thus, it was the first
experience for the Com-
munists to run state
government and adminis-
tration, a unique one,
particularly for those
times. Many practical and
theoretical lessons were
learnt and issues clarified.
The Communist govern-
ment tried to implement
many reforms. This was a
new experience, enriching
their understanding. Their
experience showed that
even within the existing
Constitution and electoral
system, several reforms
could be carried out and a
change in the balance of
class power brought
about.

After the victory, CPI
renewed its call to PSP to

join the government but
without response.

CPI government had
not been formed just be-
cause of power game and
or numbers game. It had a
history of mass struggles
and sacrifices; so, it was
backed by active mass sup-
port. It had led the state
reorganization struggle on
a linguistic basis. It issued
a ‘Statement of Policy’,
dealing with program of
development, financial
resources, industry, agrar-
ian reforms, relation with
people etc. It implemented
some reforms and tried to
do more but the vested in-
terests and rightwing
including those in the Con-
gress did not allow it to run
its full course. The govt was
dismissed in 1959.

Yet, the experiences of
first Communist govern-
ment in Kerala has a lasting
practical and theoretical
significance.

Kerala 1957:  Historic Significance...
From Page 03

It is not only
a very big loss
to the people of
Delhi but to
the entire na-
tion. She was
born on April
17, 1921. She
was one of the
founder mem-
bers of CPI in
Delhi and led
its mass fronts
including state

units of AISF, Delhi Mahila Samaj, IPTA, and
AITUC.

Till 2012, she was a member of the Delhi state
executive council of the party.

She was also a member of the CPI Delhi State
Control Commission as well as its chairperson. 

The Communist Party of India Delhi state
council along with the comrades at Centre
express their deepest condolences to all the
family members of her family, her friends and
comrades. Her cremation took place at 12 a. m.
at Lodi Road Crematorium.

The cremation was attended by a large num-
ber of comrades, friends and family members
along with party general secretary D Raja, Delhi
state council secretary Dinesh Varshney, NFIW
general secretary Annie Raja and national
council member Dhirendra Sharma, also
nephew of Com Sarla Sharma and other local
party leaders.

Com Sarla Sharma
Is No More 
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Diary of
International

Events

C. Adhikesavan

Due to the wrong eco-
nomic policies and
dictatorial political deci-
sions have brought Sri
Lanka into a political and
economic turmoil. Sri
Lanka’s ruling regime im-
pose emergency. Sri Lanka
is facing its worst financial
crisis in more than 70 years.
Food prices on the island
nation rose by a record 30
percent in March alone.
Here’s how much basic ne-
cessities now cost in the
country of 22 million
people. The cost of living
in the tourism-reliant coun-
try has become unbearable
for many. Thousands have
recently taken to the streets
in massive protests across
the country demanding
the president’s resignation.
There is a great deal of dis-
satisfaction with the
powerful Rajapaksa fam-
ily, whose members hold
several top positions in
government, including
President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa and Prime Min-
ister Mahinda Rajapaksa.
In the face of public anger,
the cabinet of ministers re-
signed in full, and a new
finance minister was ap-
pointed. He too resigned.
The parliament said it
would debate the ongoing
crisis until. Protesters sur-
rounded the parliament
complex, demanding solu-
tions for the economic
crisis. Sri Lanka was al-
ready grappling with
Asia’s highest rate of infla-
tion because of lockdowns
during the COVID pan-
demic and the diminished
tourism industry
before Russia’s war
against Ukraine added to
its woes.

A hard-currency
squeeze saw food and fuel
shortages, with people
queuing for kilometres
outside petrol stations and
power cuts as long as seven
hours. In January this year,
Sri Lanka appealed to
China to reschedule its
debt. In February, it bor-
rowed 500m dollar from

Political, Economic Turmoil in Sri Lanka

Public Anger Grows
India to buy oil. On March
18, India gave Sri Lanka a
1bn dollar line of credit to
pay for essentials such as
food and medicine.

Mounting foreign debt
Cash-strapped Sri Lanka
has taken short-term loans
from India, China and
Bangladesh. In June 2021,
Bangladesh loaned Sri
Lanka 200m dollar and in

December it renewed the
credit facility. As of Febru-
ary, Sri Lanka only had
2.31bn dollar in its foreign
exchange

reserves, according to
its central bank. With debt
payments of about 7bn
dollar due in 2022 – includ-
ing 1bn dollar in
international sovereign
bonds (ISB) maturing in
July – Sri Lanka may find
itself with no usable re-
serves. At 12.55bn dollar,
ISBs make up the largest
share of Sri Lanka’s foreign
debt, with the Asian De-
velopment Bank, Japan
and China among the
major lenders.

In a review of the
country’s economy last
month, the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) said
public debt has hit “unsus-
tainable levels” and foreign
exchange reserves are in-
sufficient for near-term
debt payments.

Sri Lanka’s food infla-
tion in March was 30.2
percent, which means the

average price of food cost
30 percent more compared
to the year before, a record
high. In comparison, food
inflation was -1.4 percent
in March of 2019. Essen-
tials, even locally produced
ones, have become
unaffordable for many.
The price of white rice, a
common Sri Lankan
staple, increased by 93

percent since 2019.
Chicken and lentils have
gone up by at least 55 and
117 percent, respectively,
since 2019.

The crisis has also
pushed the country’s free
healthcare system to the
brink. About 85 percent of
its pharmaceuticals are
imported, according to the
International Trade Ad-
ministration. The
prolonged blackouts mean
many doctors are forced to
treat patients by flashlight.
Other equipment such as
catheters, anaesthetics,
and gloves are also run-
ning low.

In March, the state-
owned Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation raised the
price of a litre of petrol
from 137 in 2021 to 254
rupees (0.45 to 0.85 dollar;
or from 2.04 a gallon in
2021 to 3.86 dollar). The
price of diesel also in-
creased from 104 rupees a
litre the year before to 176
rupees (0.34 to 0.58 dollar;
or from 1.54 a gallon in

2021 to 2.63 dollar).
A standard household

12.5kg cylinder of cooking
gas increased from 1,493
rupees (4.9 dollar) in 2021
to 2,750 rupees (9 dollar)
in 2022. Many Sri Lankans
are switching to firewood
and kerosene alternatives
as cooking gas is now too
expensive to afford.

It is a struggle even to

prepare the food one buys
at a high price. All busi-
nesses, including
micro-enterprises which
depend on a reliable sup-
ply of electricity, are in
difficulty. Economic re-
forms will be painful.
Therefore, implementing a
targeted social safety net
programme to protect the
poor from the rising cost of
living is vital.

The purchasing power
of the Sri Lankan rupee has
eroded immensely. The
central bank has ex-
panded the broad money
supply by 40 percent over
the past two years, erod-
ing its value. The rupee lost
more momentum last
month when the govern-
ment steeply devalued it
ahead of talks on debt re-
structuring with the IMF.

On the official ex-
change, 310 rupees buy one
US dollar, but on the black
market the price is up-
wards of 350. In March, Sri
Lanka’s inflation rate
climbed to 18.7 percent, up

from 15.1 percent in Feb-
ruary – its highest level
since October 2008. Infla-
tion in Sri Lanka had not
entered double-digit terri-
tory since 2008. Food
inflation had never ex-
ceeded 15 percent until
now.

The COVID-19 pan-
demic had already
stressed many households
with stagnant or, in many
cases, severely depleted
incomes. The huge in-
crease in prices can be
attributed to the
government’s

October 2021 decision
to remove price controls,
which suppressed infla-
tion for many years.

On top of that, import
bans in March 2020, a
failed organic agriculture
policy decision, as well as
global commodity price
increases, have contrib-
uted to inflationary
pressure.

Sri Lanka’s controver-
sial ex-central bank
chief, Ajith Nivard
Cabraal, stepped down
three days ago along with
a cabinet of ministers and
is now succeeded by the
respected banker Nandalal
Weerasinghe. There is
hope now that monetary
authority will return to or-
thodox policy-making,
which is likely to increase
the central bank’s credibil-
ity both domestically and
internationally.

The government is set
to commence discussions
with the IMF this week, but
without a finance minister
in place, the outlook re-
mains unclear. Calls from
the public for the president
and prime minister to step
down remain unheeded
and protests grow tenser.

Sri Lanka heads into the
Sinhala and Tamil New
Year festivities next week,
but with skyrocketing
prices, a shortage in essen-
tials and no solutions in
place, the economic and
political situation could
worsen.

Against the Regime
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6 Imperialism the Highest Stage of Capitalism Lenin 100
7 Dialectics of Nature Engels 350
8 Comrade Chandrappan (Memories) Trans. By V.I,. Thomas 150
9 Che Guevara A memoir by Fidel Castro Ed. David Deutschmann 185
10 Frederick Engels  A Short Biography John Keracher 40
11 Gandhi Ambedkar and the Extirpation of

Untouchability Hirendra Nath Mukerjee 50
12 Marx’s Legacy in 21st Century Samit Kar 170
13 The Moplah Rebellion and its Genesis Conrad Wood 250
14 The Moplah Rebellion and its Genesis Conrad Wood 350
15 Physics for Entertainment Ya Perelman 230
16 The Geography of the Puranas S. Muzafer Ali 325
17 Tales of the Amber Sea Irina Zheleznova 350
18 Ajoy Ghosh : Life and works Anil Rajimwale 60
19 Understanding the French Revolution Albert Soboul 400
20 Victims of the world Unite  Against

Exogenous Pandemics K.S. Chalam 100
 21 What is Living and what is dead in

Indian Philosophy Debi Prasad Chattopadhyaya 300
22 Lokayata Debi Prasad Chattopadhyaya 350
23 The Talwars of Pathan land and Subhash

 Chandra’s Great Escape Bhagat Ram Talwar 200
24 The Students’ Marx Edward Aveling 200
26 The Rise and growth of EconomicNationalism in India Bipan Chandra 600
27 Crisis of  Corporate Capitalism A.B. Bardhan 75
28 What is Marxism Anil Rajimwale 75

P. P. H. PUBLICATIONS

opening the medical col-
leges in the state sector to
the private sector.

According to the
website of the National
Medical Commission
(NMC) presently India has
605 medical colleges with
90825 seats for the under
graduate course. Out of
this 306 colleges with
45035 seats are in the state
sector. The number of col-
leges in private sector is
289 with 43965 seats and
others 10 colleges with
1825 seats.  The tuition fee
in the private colleges
ranges from 60 Lakh to
over one crore rupees. This
is far beyond the capacity
of even the middle classes.
Therefore the students look
for relatively cost effective
institutions. For study in
the colleges abroad total
cost including the travel
and stay is around 30 Lakh

From Page 11

Health Care Policy...
rupees. This is pushing the
students to study abroad.
We have seen how the stu-
dents in Ukraine had to
suffer during the on-going
war with Russia.

Since nutrition is the key
to good health, it is impera-
tive that Malnutrition is
eliminated by implement-
ing National Food Security
Act 2013 which aims to
provide subsidised food
grains to approximately
two thirds of India’s
people and ensures mater-
nity entitlements to all
pregnant women. Set up
Nutrition Rehabilitation
Centre at each block to
address the issue of se-
verely malnourished
children.

Even though expendi-
ture on drugs forms nearly
63 percent of the out of
pocket expenditure on
health, till date we lack a
Rational Drug Policy that

allows drugs to be sold only
under their generic names.
The drugs pricing policy is
faulty that lets the pharma-
ceutical companies fix up
prices at their own will.
There is need to ensure im-
proved availability,
accessibility and
affordability of drugs in-
cluding vaccines and sera
in the public health system
through quality conscious
pooled procurement sys-
tems and promotion of
manufacture of essential
medicines. Drugs prices
should be calculated based
on their cost of production.
Recommendations of the
report of ‘Committee on
High Trade Margins in Sale
of Drugs’ submitted on 9th
December 2015 need to be
implemented. The Na-
tional Pharmaceutical
Pricing Authority should
be strengthened further.

It is disgusting that un-

scientific non evidence
based methods of treat-
ment are being spread in
health care. Promotion of
Cow urine, Cow dung
and Ramdev’s Coronil as
treatment of various dis-
eases including the
COVID-19 has been done
by the higher ups in the
government including the
union health minister Dr
Harshvardhan, who him-
self is an ENT Surgeon.
Latest decision of the NMC
to introduce Charak
Shapath instead of a scien-
tific oath by the doctors of
modern medicine is totally
unscientific. The Charak
Samhita written 300 BC
says that a physician has
to live a life of celibacy and
grow beard. He has not to
see a patient who is not
liked by the king. This
means women cannot be
doctors.

Some colleges have
made it compulsory for the
internes of modern medi-
cine to get raining in the

AYUSH.  It may be under-
stood that there is
conceptual difference
about causation and treat-
ment of disease not only
between modern medicine
and AYUSH but also be-
tween various constituents
of AYUSH. The National
Medical Commission
(NMC) has also decided
that the medical students
of modern medicine should
undergo training of Yoga
under a yoga teacher and
observe 21st June as Yoga
day.

There has to be a con-
certed effort to develop a
healthy India through sci-
entific outlook, otherwise
health of vast majority of
our poor population will
continue to be exploited
through false beliefs and
myths in healthcare and
exorbitant charging. State
has to come forward to
take responsibility for
health to all and for that
declare health as a funda-
mental right.
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The National Secretariat of the Communist Party
of India issued the following statement on April 11,
2022, strongly condemning the violent attacks on JNU
students over eating of foods of their choice by RSS-
ABVP goons:

The National Secretariat of the Communist Party
of India strongly condemns the violent and vicious
attacks let loose by RSS-BJP-ABVP goons on the in-
nocent unarmed students of Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU) over their eating food of their choice
on April 10 in the campus.

This is another glaring example of RSS hatred and
contempt for diversity of the country. It wants to
dictate as to what one should eat, wear and the lan-
guage in which one should speak.

The RSS-BJP-ABVP combine, as warned by the
party recently, are out to destroy all those who stand
for secular values, independent and progressive
thinking students. Even girl students are not spared.

The party warns the anti-people, divisive and anti-
national forces to stop their cruel nefarious attacks
on students. The party appeals to all secular demo-
cratic forces to come out on the streets in protest.

CPI Condemns Attack on
JNU Students by RSS-

BJP-ABVP Goons
mon man. Property tax,
water charges, electricity
charges, etc, are being
hiked and open land tax
and garbage tax also im-
posed. Hence, he
appealed to the people of
the state to participate in
huge numbers in pro-
tests. Along with
Ramakrishna, Muppalla
Nageshwera Rao, state
assistant secretary,
Jangala Ajoykumar dis-
trict secretary, China
Tirupathaiah and

Kamcharla Kaashaiah
secretary and assistant
secretary, Mangalagiri
constituency and Ghani
state president IPTA took
part.

In Guntur Muppalla
Nageshwera Rao state
assistant secretary, CPI,
Jangala Ajoykumar dis-
trict secretary, Kota
Malyadri city secretary
led the campaign.

In Vizag JVS Murthy,
state assistant secretary,
CPI, S K Rehman district
assiatnt secretary, Atthili
Vimala state executive
member, and Chiranjeevi
led the protests.

In Eluru Dega
Prabhakar led the
programme.

Petro-Price Hikes Turn...
In Pedana of Krishna

district Akkineni Vanaja
state secretariat member,
Modhumudi Rama Rao,
secretariat member led
the programme. Jalli
Wilson, former MLC and
state secretariat member,
Dharani Sangeetha Rao,
Merugu Vijay Kumar
and Paruchuri
Ajoykumar, led the
programme in
Kuchipudi centre of
Krishna district. G
Koteshwar Rao city assis-
tant secretary led the

programme in Jojinagar
of Vijayawada.

In Kurnool,
Ramanjaneyulu state
executive member and
Hiddaiah district secre-
tary of party led the
programme. In all dis-
tricts along with the
party activists, activists
of mass organisations
also participated.

Telangana
Under the BJP govern-

ment headed by Modi,
prices of petrol, diesel,
gas cylinders are being
frequently hiked due to
which prices of essential
commodities are soaring
up day by day and spe-
cially middle class and

poorer sections are facing
many hardships. But
Modi government is ne-
glecting the hardship of
people, expressed Syed
Azeez Pasha, national
executive member of
CPI. He was addressing
the procession which
culminated into a meet-
ing. In response to call
given by national coun-
cil, as part of seven days
protest, Hyderabad city
council of CPI took out a
procession from YMCA
cross roads to

Himayatnagar Y Junc-
tion. 

Azeez criticised BJP
government headed by
Modi for being instead of
pro-people, has become
pro-corporate one and
became most inefficient
government.  Frequent
price hike has become
bad dream for common
man and due to which
the government is
snatching bread from the
mouth of poor. He has
also questioned why
Modi is silent on rising
prices. Modi govern-
ment is not giving
attention to the griev-
ances of people but
concentrating on reli-

From Last Page

gious issues and taking
political advantage. Un-
employment is growing.
Many are suffering with
low wages. As Modi
government is pushing
people towards hunger,
intensification of
struggles against socio-
economic policies of
Modi is the need of the
hour. Till the frequent
hiked prices of fuel and
essential commodities
are reduced CPI will con-
tinue the struggles,
Pasha warned.

VS Bose, Telangana
state secretariat member,
CPI, while addressing
pointed out that due to
price hike, there is
a pathetic situation that
people are unable to
purchase or eat anything
they wanted. E T
Narasimha, Hyderabad
city secretary, CPI, while
addressing revealed that
central government is
exploiting people by

imposing 63 per cent tax
on fuel.

Prem Pavani, state
convenor, working
women forum of AITUC,
while addressing
pointed out that the Modi
government is not taking
any efficient measures to
curb the price hike of fuel
and essential commodi-
ties and also not taking
any step towards em-
ployment creation.

In the procession, state
council members of CPI
M Narasimha, B
Chaayadevi Devi, B
Venkatesham, state sec-
retary, AITUC, city CPI
council members,
Kamatham Yadagiri,
Nerlakanti Srikanth,
Shamshuddin, party
leaders, Venkatswamy,
J Kumar, Ameena,
Omarkhan, Shaik
Mahamood, Surender
and others participated.

TELENGANA
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Petro-Price Hikes Turn Unbearable

The country wit
nessed massive
protests against

the cruel and incessant
hikes in the prices of pe-
troleum products that
have made the lives fur-
ther miserable for all
sections of people. The
call for protests was
given by the central lead-
ership of the party. The
week-long protest
programme that began
on April 4 and ended on
April 10 was a clear re-
buff to the anti-people
and pro-corporate
moves of the RSS-BJP
combine-led Narendra
Modi government with
the sole aim of looting the
masses.

The protests took
place all over the coun-
try and were a grand
success. Following are
brief reports from the
states that have reached
us:

Kerala
The incessant price

hikes of petroleum prod-
ucts imposed by RSS-BJP
combine led by
Narendra Modi and Co
in fact amounts to decla-
ration of war against
unarmed starving
masses, said CPI na-
tional secretariat member
and Kerala state council
secretary Kanam
Rajendran. He was ad-
dressing the protesters at
GPO junction in
Thiruvananthapuram
after inaugurating the
same.

The hikes in the prices
of petroleum products
have made the lives of all
sections of people bur-
densome and
unbearable, Kanam ob-
served. Even when the
global crude prices are
falling, the central gov-
ernment is looting the
masses by levying higher
taxes and cess on petro-
products. “The situation

in the country today is
that the interests of
masses are being sacri-
ficed for protecting the
interests of corporate
houses. The assumption
that hikes will benefit the
states more is a wrong
assumption. The hike
amounts go to the central

treasury. The central
government is not both-
ered how the loot affects
the lives of masses.

The hike in the prices
of kerosine has badly hit
the lives of fishermen.
Also, the central govern-

ment has reduced the
central quota of kerosene
sanctioned for the state.
State executive member
C Divakran presided
over the protest meeting.

The protests took
place in all the districts
of the state.

In Kannur the protest
programme was inaugu-
rated by Central Control
Commission chairman
Panniyan Ravindran.

Andhra Pradesh
In response to call

given by AP state coun-
cil, CPI leaders in
Mangalagiri of Guntur
district distributed pam-
phlets going door to door
on April 4 as part of a state

wide campaign against
price rise of petrol, die-
sel, gas cylinder, essential
commodities including
edible oils, vegetables,
house tax, electricity
charges, water charges,
open space tax, garbage

tax, etc. Responding to
the appeal in the CPI
pamphlets, people par-
ticipated in huge
numbers in the protests
in front of ward offices
and village secretariats
on April 13.

The price rise has
added fuel to fire as al-
ready people are
suffering with hardships
created by Covid pan-
demic. Party has
demanded to bring
petrol, diesel, etc. into
GST’s purview. In
Mangalagiri and Eluru
CPI has organised dem-
onstrations on bullock
carts carrying
lanterns and showing

gas cylinders
symbolising hike in
petrol, diesel and gas
cylinders, electricity
charges.

K Ramakrishna state
secretary AP council,
CPI while addressing
stated that the BJP gov-
ernment headed by
Modi has hiked prices of
petrol, diesel and gas
cylinders number of
times. Jaganmohan
Reddy chief minister of
Andhra Pradesh heaped
up many burdens on
common man apart from
the central government
heaping burden on com-ANDHRA
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