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The following is the text of the joint
statement issued by opposition parties
on June 21, 2022 on the Presidential Elec-
tion:

We, the representatives of various
secular Opposition Parties, met in New
Delhi on June 15, 2022 and adopted the
following resolution unanimously:

“In the forthcoming Presidential Elec-
tion, which is being held in the year of
the 75th Anniversary of India’s Indepen-
dence, we have decided to field a common
candidate, who can truly serve as the cus-
todian of the Constitution and stop the
Modi government from doing further
damage to Indian democracy and India’s
social fabric.”

At a subsequent meeting held today,
we are happy to announce that we have
unanimously chosen Yashwant Sinha as
the common candidate of the opposition
parties for the Presidential Election,
which will take place on July 18, 2022.

In his long and distinguished career

Yashwant Sinha Opposition
Candidate for President

in public life, Sinha has served the nation
in various capacities — as an able admin-
istrator, accomplished parliamentarian and
acclaimed Union minister of finance and
external affairs. He is eminently qualified
to uphold the secular and democratic char-
acter of the Indian Republic and its
constitutional values.

Ideally, a consensus candidate of the
government and the Opposition should be
elected for the highest office of the Repub-
lic. However, the initiative for this should
have been taken by the government. We
regret the fact that the Modi government
made no serious efforts in this direction. We,
therefore, appeal to all the political parties
to support the candidature of Yashwant
Sinha so that the nation can have a worthy
Rashtrapati elected unopposed.

India is passing through difficult times.
The BJP government at the Centre has failed
totally in fulfilling its promises and com-
mitments. Furthermore, it is misusing ED,
CBI, Election Commission, Governor’s of-

fice and other institutions as weapons
against opposition parties and state gov-
ernments run by them. Therefore, we
assure the people of India that the unity
of the opposition parties, which has been
forged for the Presidential Election in a
spirit of equality, common commitments
and consensus-building through dia-
logue, will be further consolidated in the
months ahead.

A committee has been formed to steer
Yashwant Sinha’s campaign which will
start working from today.

“Country’s security will be at peril with the Agnipath
scheme,” said Binoy Viswam, floor leader of the Commu-
nist Party of India group in Rajya Sabha, and member of
the CPI central secretariat while addressing the state con-
vention on June 21, 2022 organised under auspices of left
parties. He was speaking as chief guest in the meeting at
Dasari Bhavan, Vijayawada. The meeting was presided
by K Ramakrishna, state secretary, CPI. Meeting was also
addressed by V Srinivas Rao, state secretary, CPM, Y
Venkateshwar Rao, state secretariat member, CPM, Polari,
state leader, CPIML (new democracy), D Harinath, CPIML
(Liberation),  Amarnath , SUCI (c),  Khaderbhasha,
MCPIU. 

Agnipath, A threat to Country’s Security

Offers No Succour to Youth
Ram Narsimha Rao

Binoy Viswam in his
address made it clear
that CPI is vehemently
opposing the Agnipath
scheme.  After four years
of service in army, the
youth rendered unem-
ployed again, will be
selling samosas as street

vendors. There is no
other opening left for
them, said the CPI
leader. He pointed out
that leaders of our central
government have been
inspired by fascists like
Hitler and Mussolini.

Binoy Viswam ex-

pressed his anger by stat-
ing that the Union
government led by Modi
is following ideology of
those fascist leaders.
With the Agnipath ex-
servicemen, BJP and RSS
will initiate blood bath in
the country. After four
years of training and ser-
vice in the defence
sector as army men
through this Agnipath
Scheme, they will not be
eligible for pension and
other concessions pro-
vided for army men.

Binoy Viswam made

it clear that all the left
parties are united in ex-
tending full support to
the youth who are fight-
ing for their rights to be
treated as genuine army
men and be given the fa-
cilities they are entitled
to. Union government
should reconsider the
Agnipath scheme, Vinoy
Viswam demanded.

Andhra Pradesh state
council secretary, CPI, K
Ramakrishna, while ad-
dressing stated that Modi
government has de-
stroyed the hopes of
youth who are aspiring
to become army men in
order to defend the coun-

try. It is shame on the part
of the BJP ministers who
are issuing statements
saying that these army
men who are being em-
ployed through
Agnipath scheme will be
absorbed in the BJP of-
fices, as security staff,
washermen and barbers
etc. The youth at
Secunderabad railway
station revolted mili-
tantly and one of them
even laid down his life to
the bullets of police.
Young men are agitating
all over the country in-
cluding even in the
constituency of the

On Page 14



New Age Weekly

2 June 26 -July 02, 2022

EditorialEditorialEditorialEditorialEditorial
There are reports, released by Oxfam

a few months back, to be exact, on Janu-
ary 23, 2022, that reveal that seventy
percent of the national wealth is in the
hands of select ten per cent . For the rest,
it is thirst, hunger and a bleak present.
Dragging themselves towards the end
of the road, they find the myth of the
promise, the ‘AtmaNirbhar Bharat’. A
mirage with a name under which the
government has spelt out its economic
policies, offering more concern than
succour.

Among the major concerns is data
fudging, that shrouds the truth. There
are also attempts to force
centralisation, destroying the spirit of
federalism advocated by the Constitu-
tion to protect our multiplicity. Our
Constitution says that the system that
we have adopted declares our country
as a Sovereign, Socialist, Secular, Demo-
cratic Republic , with a parliamentary
form of government which has a fed-
eral structure with unitary features. In
last more than half a century, there was
not a single moment when these proc-
lamations could have been challenged.
But now we face it every day. We see
sovereignty getting surrendered in the
hands of the ten percent. We are placed
as a commodity in the market and the
value is decided by factors that do not
have any allegiance to socialism. In our
journey from ‘service to servitude’ as
someone famously named it, democ-
racy is mocked at every moment when
bulldozers demolish slums, shelters
that are homes for those who suffer un-
employment, absence of any source of
income despite the promises of jobs in
lakhs every year. Instead they get bap-
tized by fire, when the Agnipath (trail
of fire) is offered. The flames of frenzy
swallow their calm, as the trains, buses,
roads, offices, especially those that
belong to BJP are set aflame. What else
they could do to prove their capability
to do the jobs at hand? They have stud-
ied well, and earned good results. Yet,

even for a job of peon, there are thousands
waiting.

To resolve the piled up issues, a short
term contractual recruitment scheme has
been announced in which training and
the job period both together are for four
years with a wage and at the end of the
period, they are to be offered a small sum.
The four year period begins when the as-
pirants are tobe seventeen, and last till
they would be twenty one. With much in-
sistence, and resistance, the retirement
is to come now at twenty three. The cycle
predictably gets completed, and the bag-
gage of acute unemployment gets back
crushing the dreams about the future,
along with violence and anger. The forces
that rise to meet them are basically those
Hindutva militants. They come with bull-
dozers and lawlessness, untamed as they
are. The unfed, jobless youth may not sus-
tain the pressure and surrender to
humiliation, but there is no denying that
the flame could lick into the brimming
injustice itself in the coming days.
Agnipath, in reality, does not allow one
to go back, instead it burns everything to
ashes without promising anything new.

Among the guiding principles that the
Hindutva militants keep evoking, it is
‘their sacred duty’ to have solidarity with
every enemy that calls for stigmatising
all those that are not Hindus. It is Hin-
duism with militancy.

The analysis of Hinduism takes one far
deeper into its roots that are not only
within the country, it has its source with-
out too. Militancy has been imbibed from
other than within.

When the efforts were initiated to re-
store the ‘shine’ back to the country since
the middle of the second decade of twenty
first century, there was the echo of the call
issued by Vinayak Damodar Savarkar
(1883-1966). In his book ‘Hindutva: Who
is a Hindu”, he had said without qualms,
“Bring the entire politics into the folds of
Hindutva, and militarise the entire
Hindudom.” It was this call that turned

into a slogan to establish Hindu iden-
tity and Hindu nationalism. In the same
context, he added further, that it is
Hindutva that creates Hindu identity,
not Hinduism. He elaborated further
that Hindutva is not only a mere word,
it has in its folds the entire history. He
said its analysis is beyond words.
Savarkar does not stop there, he says
that Hindutva is not only a religious or
spiritual history, it is a complete history
on its own.

What emerges from the entire initia-
tive is an attempt to distort history to
serve the vested interest and also to de-
stroy the great heritage of unity in
multiplicity. At the root of all this is a
conspiracy to establish dictatorship of
the majority.  Hindu nationalism was
born to destroy all other communities
and establish its own majority rule, and
hence to achieve this goal, enmity and
imposed superiority are imperative.
The search for Hindu identity itself has
lost its basic stream which is the merger
of various communities and their cul-
ture.

In the 1930s, when the Right was try-
ing to gain roots, Hindu nationalism was
borrowed from European fascism to
transform ‘different’ people into ‘en-
emies’. Militancy was added to
Hinduism under the influence of au-
thoritarian leaders such as Mussolini
and Hitler. It was their so called achieve-
ment to find a format for the new society
they were keen to establish, and the
name of the system was Fascism. The
first step itself was complete servitude
of the entire other half. But the times
have changed. The surging crowd on the
roads knows that India has become a
country where inflation is wholesale
and that too three time high. Rupee is
at all time low and wages are, and that
too if employed, too little to feed the
family. On the other hand, it is heaven
for the ten percent they had dreamt of
all their lives. Fascism has now a differ-
ent face!

Myth of a Promise
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The Covid-19 pandemic has brought to the fore the
necessity to bring about changes in the international
agreements on drugs/ vaccines keeping the public health
priorities uppermost. The latest data points out that 66.2
per cent of the world population have received at least one
dose of a Covid-19 vaccine, while this number in low-income
countries is only 17.7 per cent. 

Dr Arun Mitra

In the African
continent, only 18
per cent have

received the full dose in
comparison to 70 per
cent and 65 per cent in
Asia and Europe
respectively. Inequality
in certain countries is
glaring and a cause of
serious concern. In
Afghanistan only 12 per
cent, Somalia nine per
cent and Sudan 8.3 per
cent got full vaccination.
During this period of
crisis, the world
community and the
relevant organisations
including the UNO
should have ensured
equity in the supply of
the vaccines to save
human lives. It is not
possible for small
countries to produce
their vaccine in
sufficient supply. So,
they have to purchase
from the manufacturers
in developed world.
This makes it imperative
that international trade
agreements on the
drugs/ vaccines should
concentrate on the
equity concerns.      

The General
Agreement on Trade and
Tariff (GATT) signed in
1948 existed till 1995 after
which World Trade
Organization (WTO)
came into being.  It took
steps to protect the rights
of the innovator and
coined Trade-Related
Aspects of Intellectual
Property Rights (TRIPS).
Under the Intellectual
Property Rights (IPR), it
was agreed upon that the
innovator/ inventor has
to be given some
incentive for the work in
monetary terms. Thus,

patent rights were
reformed and protected
by the legal frame work.

Different countries
were to formulate their
own patent laws in
accordance with the
guidelines laid down by
the WTO. Before these
changes, the patent
rights were based on the
process patent, which
meant that a product
could not be produced
by any other company
through the same
process for the period of
seven years but it could
be done through other
process. The new WTO
patent regimen,
however, changed this to
product patent for 20
years, meaning thereby
that no other company
can manufacture the
same product for 20
years through any
process.

The developing
countries argued that
pharmaceutical industry
is connected with the
public health, which is
the basic human right.
These patent laws will
limit their citizens’ access
to drugs at affordable
prices and that patent
laws needed some
flexibilities. To make use
of this flexibility clause,
countries were given the
right for compulsory
licensing so as to
produce some products
under special
provisions.  

The process patent
enabled the
p h a r m a c e u t i c a l
industries in India to
grow enormously
between 1970 and 2005
and produce cheap and
low-cost generic

medicines not only for
our country but for
several low-income
nations as well.      

In 2003 a decision was
taken, which enabled the
countries which cannot
manufacture medicines
themselves to import the
medicines made under a
compulsory licence
given to other countries
so as to promote ‘access
to affordable medicines
for all’. This declaration
highlighted the potential
of a nation to exploit the
flexibilities included in
the TRIPS Agreement,
including the
compulsory licensing
and agreed to expand
exemptions to protect
pharmaceutical patents
for least developing
countries by 2016. 

C o m p u l s o r y
licensing means that a
third party is authorised
to make, use or sell a
patented invention
without the patent
owner’s consent. If the
patented drugs are not

priced reasonably and
are out of reach of the
population then the
country can apply for a
compulsory licence. An
application for
compulsory licence can
also be filed under
circumstances of national
emergency, extreme
emergency and a case of
public non-commercial
use. 

During the pandemic,
since the big companies
refused to share the
technical knowhow even
with WHO, it was
difficult for many
developing countries to
produce the vaccines.
They were thus
dependent on import.
The problem was more
with smaller countries
with limited resources.
That is how we find
today that many
developing countries are
still lagging far behind in
the vaccination of their
population. These
countries had to accept
several clauses which
would favour only the
vaccine manufacturer.

Pointing out the

dangers involved, Dr
Samir Malhotra from
PGI Chandigarh said
that the Covid-19 scare
forced many
governments to enter
into contracts with the
companies developing
vaccines. Many of these
contracts had
confidentiality clauses
according to which the
company was exempted
“from any civil liability
for serious side effects
arising from the use of
the vaccine,
indefinitely”.

“Purchaser hereby
agrees to indemnify,
defend and hold
harmless [the company
and] each of their
affiliates from and
against any and all suits,
claims, actions,
demands, losses,
damages, liabilities,
settlements, penalties,
fines, costs and expenses
caused by, arising out of,
relating to, or resulting
from the vaccine.” Not
only that, and this is
shocking, these countries
were asked to “put up

Super Profiteering in Drugs Cannot be Allowed 
Drastic Changes Needed in International Laws to Make Drugs Affordable 

The following is the text of the letter written by Communist Party of India
national council secretary Binoy Viswam, MP, to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on June 16, 2022, demanding re-consideration of the Agnipath scheme:

I write this letter to you for your kind re-consideration on the Agnipath
scheme which the government has rolled out to bring in temporary soldiers
to our defence forces. The concerns with the proposed scheme are at multiple
levels.

Primarily, the scheme will be unfair towards the youth of our country,
especially for those in the rural areas, as the army will recruit people on a
four-year-contract basis, which does not make them eligible for pension
schemes as well as other benefits available in the permanent army.

Concerns of their future are also at stake as 75 per cent of the recruited
will be forced to take a compulsory retirement post-four-years of their service,
leaving them unemployed without work at a tender age. Leaving the trained
youth unemployed after such a short period might also lead to law and
order issues.

Another issue with the scheme has to do with professional ism in our
forces, affecting their ethos, discipline and fighting spirit, which could also
in turn potentially lead to the militarisation of civil society.

Given the circumstances, I earnestly request you to intervene and have
a rethink on the matter and consider the repealing of the said act so that
the concerns of the youth are taken into account and also the operational
effectiveness of our armed forces are kept intact.

CPI MP Urges PM to Roll Back Agnipath
On Page 12
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What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .

 AITUC secretariat
has issued the
following statement on
June 17, 2022, saying
that Agnipath will
weaken the military
establishment and
endanger the society at
large:
W i d e s p r e a d
demonstrations have
erupted spontaneously
when the real meaning
of Agnipath has dawned
on those, who had
appeared for military
selection exams and on
those, who are looking
for stable employment.
There are others, retired

Agnipath Will Endanger Society at Large: AITUC
military commanders,
who know the military
establishment inside
out, who are
flabbergasted at this
s c a t t e r - b r a i n e d
scheme. They have
warned that on the one
hand Agnipath will
weaken the military
establishment and on
the other endanger
society at large when
Agniveers are let loose
on the streets,
unemployed and
without pension.

The string of policy
decisions by the Modi
government over the

past eight years have
put ordinary people to
great sufferings: be it
demonetisation, the
GST regime that was
amended 1,100 times so
far, the cruel lockdown
that left crores of toiling
people without food,
shelter or any income
without any warning,
the four Labour Codes,
the three Farm Laws,
the CAA and NRC, the
New Education Policy,
the National
M o n e t i s a t i o n
Pipeline.... the list is
unending. And the
result is an ever-

widening gap between
the rich and the poor,
unbearable price rise,
all-time high
unemployment and
blatant lawlessness by
the government itself
using bulldozers
against suspects.

Agnipath is another
step taking the nation
into an uncertain
future, with unknown
consequences. It gives
a lie to the oft repeated
claim of the BJP of being
u l t r a - n a t i o n a l i s t s ,
when they try to do
away with pension and
social security for those

who have defended the
borders of our country,
putting their lives at
stake! 

The BJP is embarking
on these policies with a
single aim: to win the
2024 Lok Sabha
elections, by hook or by
crook. The people can
look after themselves!

The AITUC urges the
BJP-led central
\government to simply
withdraw the Agnipath
scheme and not try to
bulldoze it for the sake
of our people and our
country.

Sweeping and opaque
It has revealed that the NCERT is set to effect sweeping

changes in social science textbooks for Classes VI to XII. De-
scribed as a “rationalisation exercise”, the project raises several
questions and concerns. The premier education body’s plans
involve deleting content related, for one, to chapters in his-
tory that have acquired political overtones under the current
ruling establishment — the Delhi Sultanate and the Mughal
Empire. Another set of changes involve key fraught moments
in the country’s recent political history — the Emergency in
1975-77 and the communal violence in Gujarat 2002. The re-
visions will also impact how students learn about the
inequities of the caste system and the impact of social and
protest movements such as the Narmada Bachao Andolan.
As disparate as they look, the proposed deletions and modi-
fications appear to have a common theme – they seem
motivated by the urge to protect the authority of the state from
questions, arguments and criticism, and to project and pro-
mote the notion of a cohesive Hindu society.

These textbook revisions are mired in opacity. The NCERT
claims to have consulted social scientists not associated with
it but the names of these “external experts” are not in the public
domain. The stated rationale for the exercise is to reduce the
curriculum load to help students make a “speedy recovery”
in learning after the disruptions brought about by the Covid
pandemic. Pandemic-related exigencies do not require making
permanent deletions and attenuating the content of textbooks.
The nature and content of the proposed changes and dele-
tions run counter to the social scientist’s mandate of
encouraging critical thinking by presenting a complex under-
standing of social and political processes, with all their
diversities, cleavages and inequities. A historian’s task is to
depict a nuanced view of the past — the history textbook
changes proposed by the NCERT invite questions about
political partisanship and pressure on the institution, given
that “distortion” and “misrepresentation” of India’s past is
a common and insistent refrain of the ruling BJP.

The revision exercise will be followed by drafting of the
National Curriculum Framework — one of the requirements

of the NEP. In contrast to the lack of transparency in the NCERT-
driven project, much of the NCF procedures are in the public
domain. But it seems to be taking a partisan route, at odds with
the NEP’s scrupulous ideological agnosticism.

Courtesy: The Indian Express

Good jobs, first
Over two lectures in the UK this week, Supreme Court judge

D Y Chandrachud foregrounded key points about the
overarching goal of the Indian Constitution and its relevance
when the state is no longer the primary employer. In one lec-
ture he said the Constitution’s transformative dimension comes
from its attempt to remedy discrimination. Flowing from it,
working towards equality needs to consider pre-existing so-
cial and economic imbalances. Hence, the need for affirmative
action.

In another lecture, he located this goal in the backdrop of
India’s economic transformation. The state, earlier the primary
employer, is now a facilitator of private participation in eco-
nomic activity. The Constitution’s provisions against
discrimination in public employment exists only against the
state. This, therefore, leads to the question if there’s a need
for a comprehensive anti-discrimination law. The case against
any form of discrimination is unexceptionable. But a discourse
on constitutional protections in private employment is of rel-
evance to only a sliver of the workforce as the structure of
employment puts most of them beyond the ambit of legal
safeguards.

A mere 21 per cent of the workforce earns a regular salary
and not all of them in workplaces covered by legislation. In
2019-20, just 16.6 million people out of more than 400 million-
strong work force were employed in factories covered by
legislation. Therefore, most Indians work without any legal
protection against discrimination. If the constitutional promise
is to be realised, India first needs an enabling economic con-
dition that lifts most people to a level where legal protections
kick in. It’s possible only through an environment that allows
the economy to formalise. That’s the pre-condition to actually
access constitutional rights. A sweeping anti-discrimination
law now would just be a paper tiger. A charade of our consti-
tutional fidelity.

Courtesy: The Times of India
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Raja Rammohan Roy’s 250th birth anniversary on May
22, 2022 remained unnoticed in the capital and many parts
of the country. He may not be a popular figure since his
huge contribution as a religious and social reformer in early
nineteenth century is hardly known to the common people.
He is mostly associated with his agenda of social reform
in which prime is abolition of Sati (Burning the bride on
the same pyre with her dead husband). Three hundred and
nine widows were burnt as Sati in Calcutta alone in 1828,
the year when he established the Brahmo Sabha. To abolish
the practice of Sati was a lone battle for him not only against
the orthodox Hindu society but also against his own family,
including his mother. His social and religious reforms were
intertwined because he fought against superstition,
obscurantism, rituals of religion and social prejudices of
his times.

Raja  Rammohan  Roy  in  Today’s  Context
Gargi Chakravartty

His concept of  re
ligion was far
ahead of his

time. In order to get rid
of the priestly and
Brahminical dominance
in the name of rituals,
Rammohan Roy  sought
a new path for all men,
women, irrespective of
caste and creed to decide
their own religious
practices. He being an
erudite  scholar with
command over eleven
languages could study
the religious texts in
their original. He
studied the Quran in the
original Arabic, the
Vedas and the
Upanishads in the
original Sanskrit, the
Old Testament in
Hebrew and the New
Testament in Greek. His
understanding of the
spirit of those teachings
made him “chart a   novel
course” with his new
syncretic idea of
Universal Religion.  His
vision of India with
Unity of Faith, creating
monotheism as a bond of
harmony in a multi-
religious and
multi-cultural country
like India gives him a
secular credential.

Secularism is a much
debated subject today,
particularly in the
backdrop of politics of
Hindu majoritarianism.
Secularism has a
different connotation in
India, being a multi-
religious and
multi-cultural society

unlike Western Europe.
Often it is misconstrued
as non-religion, which is
not so in Indian context.
A truly spiritual man,
Rammohan Roy never
denounced belief or
religion, but searched for
a common religious base,
a path meant to be apt for
the common people of
India, who may directly
connect themselves with
God without having
knowledge of scriptures
free from the clutches of
priestly classes.

In India, there has been
always an interplay
between religion and
politics. Therefore
political parties use
religion and incite a
religious identity to play
against “the other” or
simply appease
majoritarianism for
electoral gains. For the
hard core
Hindutvawadis, who
incite frenzy crowd to dig
in religious conflict by
searching Hindu deities
in mosques, thereby
totally ignoring the Act
of 1991 which prohibits
conversion of any place
of worship and provides
for the maintenance of
the religious character of
the place of worship as it
had existed on the
fifteenth day of August,
1947. Rammohan Roy’s
Concept of Universal
Religion is totally
untouchable by the hard-
core religious
fundamentalists and
considered harmful for

their electoral gains.
Monotheism goes
against the Polytheism of
the Hindu religion. Even
the so called secular
national parties or
various regional parties
also follow soft
Hindutvawadi line to
appease the majority
community for electoral
politics.

The forces which are
dismantling our secular
structure, moving
towards an undeclared
Hindu Rashtra,
spending crores in

building temples
whipping up legal cases
to locate Hindu deities
within mosques often
pose themselves as
representatives of the
entire Hindu
community. A kind of
authoritarian dictum
pervading the society is
an extremely dangerous
trend.

 But there are billions
of born Hindus, who may
be non-believers or
believers, but do not
subscribe to their
viewpoints. Yet, the
trend of orthodoxy and
conservatism continues
to exist in today’s India.
One of the NDTV reports
highlighted the existence
of several Sati temples, on
the roadsides in UP.

Moreover, Sati prayers
are regularly sung in
many schools in the
Hindi cow-belt area. Rup
Kanwar’s forced
immolation as a Sati in
Rajasthan on September
4, 1985 was opposed
countrywide. But
temples were built in her
glory even in Ranchi and
other places. What does
this imply? Who were the
people behind such acts?
These incidents cannot
be ignored as a few
aberrations in society.
There is a strong under-
stream of regressive
mindset which should
not be overlooked.

As a social reformer,
Rammohan Roy was the
first one to raise the issue
of property rights for
women. In 1832, he
published an essay titled
‘The Modern
Encroachments on the
Ancient Rights of
Females according to
Hindu Law of
Inheritance’. He wanted
to reform the Hindu Law
of Inheritance to give the
women their due share
from their ancestral
property. He could not
fulfil this task because of
his premature death.

After independence,
it became extremely
difficult for the
Government to pass the
Hindu Code Bill due to
the opposition of the

orthodox section,
namely All India Hindu
Mahasabha that
vehemently opposed the
right of inheritance of the
daughters. They felt that
it will lead to
‘fractionalisation and
disruption of the Hindu
family system’. RSS Chief
M S Golwalkar opposed
the Bill saying, ‘it is
detrimental to Indian
culture’. Their whole
viewpoint was that the
property should not be
fragmented and allowed
to be in the hands of those
connected with the
family through
marriages of daughters.
Even today many
daughters often give
away their legal rights of
inheritance to their
brothers due to social
pressure.

As a consequence, a
major section of today’s
aspirational youth,
whose only goal in life is
to acquire wealth and
lucrative positions, who
do not find any
dichotomy between a
thriving market economy
with branded consumer
goods and orthodox,
irrational, superstitious
rituals in the name of
religion, culture and
tradition. They are also
not much aware about
the various socio-
religious movements,
like that of the Brahmo
Samaj and philosophy of
Rammohan Roy. He is
often abused as a
“crypto-Christian” or as
a “British agent” in the
social media. On the
contrary, if he was an
agent of someone, it was
of the Mughal Emperor
of Delhi, Akbar II who
conferred on him the title
of Raja in 1828 to plead
his case for increase in
endowment from the
British Government.
Akbar II sent Rammohan
Roy to London to
represent him in the court
of King William IV

On Page 12
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During the Crop Holi-
day, it was announced
that 50,000 acres would
be harvested in 12
mandals in Konaseema.
This decision was taken
due to inadequate water
supply to the fields.
There is formation of
sewage, that along with
the  overgrowth has been
on the rise. As a result,
horseshoe and grass keep
accumulating over time,
causing interruption.
Agricultural investment
has risen from Rs 40,000
to Rs 50,000  per acre.
There are no proper dis-
counts on food. The
money must be paid to
the farmers within 21
days of the grain being
sold. But it is always de-
layed and paid at least
three months to six
months later. Now the
state is accumulating ar-
rears of Rs 2,500 crore to
be paid to farmers. After
the Crop Holiday is an-
nounced, Rs 475 crore
would be paid in
Konaseema and it has
been started already with

To Face Crop Holiday, Farmers must Unite in AP
paying Rs 145 crore. The
rest is intact.

There are six lakh ten-
ant farmers engaged in
agriculture in
Konaseema. Among the
60 percent tenant farmers
in the state, from 80 per-
cent to 90 percent are in
the dual Godavari dis-

tricts. Their situation is
very dire. Their costs are
rising. The Prime
Minister’s Kisan
Samman fund, which is
supposed to come from
the government, does not
provide any assistance to
the tenant farmers who
are not guaranteed by
the YSR’s farmer policy.
Fifty seven farmers have

committed suicide in
Konaseema this year.
Also, farmers have to reg-
ister their crop online at
the farmer bureau cen-
ters. It is learned that a
large scale scandal has
also taken place in this.

The millers are register-
ing the grain they have
bought in the name of the
farmers. YSR of East
Godavari district on its
own Party Rajya Sabha
member Pilli Subhash
Chandra Bose made the
press release. For these
reasons, Konaseema
farmers had to declare a

harvest break.
Crop Holiday has

been announced in our
state. There is no such
situation anywhere in the
country. In the state of AP,
Crop Holiday is a general
practice since long. They
were were declared in 7
districts across the state
in 2000-2001 without any
tobacco crop as tobacco
farmers were not getting
discounted prices.
Large-scale farmers car-
ried out agitation
programs. The state gov-
ernment has brought the
issue to the attention of
the central government.
As a result, the central
and state governments
stepped in and an-
nounced some relief
programs for tobacco
farmers. Moreover the
farmers regularized the
crop. Farmers were ar-
ranged to pay higher
prices. The government
has set up a price stabi-
lization fund to compete
with traders in the mar-
ket and take steps to
benefit farmers by par-
ticipating in
procurement. Such an
experience breathed life
into the struggle of the
peasants in the state.

In the same area in
2011, farmers started the
Crop Holiday in
B e n d a m u r u l a n k a ,
spreading to hundreds
of villages in 13 mandals
and declaring a harvest
break on 96,000 acres. All-
party farmers’ unions
visited the villages and
expressed support for
the movement. The then
Chief Minister Kiran
Kumar Reddy was
briefed by a delegation
of farmers’ Unions on the
 Konaseema Crop Holi-
day. Chief Minister  took
the matter lightly and
said that it was ironic that
the crop holiday would
come to an end in an-
other month or so if the
farmers were to strike but
it lasted for a year. This
concern has attracted the

attention of the people
not only across the state
but also those in the Par-
liament and all over
India.  Arriving on a spe-
cial flight from Delhi, an
all-party delegation of 17
parties visited
Konaseema to express
their support and ad-
dress the Parliament.
Then Chief Minister
Kiran Kumar Reddy
stepped down and
formed a committee with
IAS officer Mohan Kanda
to take various steps to
resolve the problems of
the farmers. With that the
Crop Holiday ended.
Again in 2016 came the
Crop Holiday in the
same area.  Last year also
during the Jaganmohan
Reddy government and
this year too, a Crop
Holiday was declared in
Konaseema. With this
effect there are scattered
crop holiday indications
in the state. Thoughts
started in Kovur in
Nellore district, and in
Bapatla the last chief
minister’s home district
of Kadapa.

Chief Minister
Jaganmohan Reddy told
a public meeting in
Anantapur district that
there was no Crop Holi-
day in Konaseema.
Opposition parties
called for a boycott of the
Crop Holiday.  The Chief
Minister should visit
Konaseema to know the
facts. If no action is taken
to end it, the anti-farmer
measures taken by the
government will spread
like wildfire across the
state and the state is in
danger of a food crisis. So
there is a need for the
government to end the
crop holiday in
Konaseema on a war
footing and support the
farmers of the area wher-
ever possible. There is a
need for farmers and
farmers’ unions to come
forward in united move-
ments to put pressure on
the government.

Ravula  Venkaiah

Agri Workers Seek Support
for Aug 1 Action Plan

An online meeting of agricultural
workers’ organisations —BKMU,
AIAWU, AISKS, AIARLA and
AIAKSU — was held on June 14,
2022. The meeting took note of the
successful All India convention held
in New Delhi as well as the joint
massive demonstration held in
Punjab.

V S Nirmal, B Venkat and Suneet
Chopra of AIAWU, Dhirender Jha,
Radhika Menon, Dr Vikram Singh
and Karnail Singh Ikolaha attended
the meeting. Following are the main
decisions of the meeting:

An appeal will be sent to vari-
ous farmers’ organisations and
trade unions including CTUs and
SKM seeking their support for the
August 1 action programme.

A poster will be prepared, both

in Hindi and English, for the cam-
paign and some copies will be
printed from the center. States may
also use the design of the poster and
print bulk posters according to their
requirements.

A model leaflet will be drafted
and circulated to the states. States
may translate the same in their lan-
guages and print it for distribution.

Meetings/ conventions of the
state leadership of all organisations
should be convened as soon as pos-
sible for proper coordination and
preparation in the states.

It was also proposed to have a joint
meeting with Odisha leadership on
June 25. The next meeting of all
organisations will held on July 16 at
AIAWU office in Delhi.
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STUDY &
STRUGGLE

C. Adhikesavan

The recruitment of
Agniveers into the armed
forces is not to reduce the
vast force of unemployed
youth but to infiltrate the
Sanghi cadres into the In-
dian armed forces. Now
the Sanghi cadres will be
trained from the govern-
ment exchequer at the cost
of secular credentials of the
armed forces. It is the be-
ginning of
communalisation of the
armed forces in this coun-
try. With this agenda of the
Hindutva will be fulfilled
to communalise the armed
forces. It is also clear from
the statements of the all
three chiefs of the armed
forces defending the politi-
cal decision of the RSS-BJP
government.

Massive protests
erupted against Agnipath
or ‘path of fire’ scheme,
which they call it as Tour
of Duty (TOD) has been
introduced by the RSS-BJP
government. According to
this scheme Agniveers or
‘fireful hero’ will be re-
cruited into the Indian
armed forces for four
years only. It is a political
decision of the ruling com-
munal regime.

It has to be noted that
the communalisation of
the armed forces has al-
ready begun with the three
Chiefs of Navy, Army and
Airforce have for the first
time justified the political
decision of the Union gov-
ernment, which never
happened in the past.

Against the decision the
youth and students of this
country have been hold-
ing massive protests
throughout the country.
The students and youth
say that the new scheme
would hinder those en-
rolled, monetary benefits
such as pension.

The Opposition parties
like Communist Party of
India (CPI), its mass
organisations and other
Left parties and other
democratic parties have
openly come out to support
the protesting youth and
students. In this manner
the Union government is
wrongly playing with the
lives and future of the
youth and students of this

Agniveer Recruitment: RSS
Move to Infiltrate Armed Forces

great country.
When the country is dis-

turbed by some external
forces and the threat from
the external forces is a re-
ality, when there are one
lakh vacancies in the
armed forces, the govern-
ment is trying to fill merely
45,000 vacancies through
the trumpeted Agnipath
Scheme, that too only for
four years.

The youth and students
are taking to the streets to

express their dissatisfac-
tion with the Union
government’s Agnipath
scheme. Blocked roads,
sloganeering and burnt
trains all painted a picture
of chaos and mayhem
across country. But what
are these protests about
and why are so many
people opposing it?

The recruitment is
largely on a short-term
contractual basis, with an
aim to cut the ballooning
salary and pension bills.
The scheme has been ap-
proved by the Union
government, announced
by the defence minister.

The job aspirants are
upset defence recruitment
at the jawan level has re-
mained stalled since 2019.
They complain that instead
of filling permanent vacan-
cies that come with
pension and other benefits
in the 13-lakh strong
armed forces. The scheme
envisages the recruitment
of soldiers for a short four-
year period and retirement
of most without pension
and other benefits.

Under the new recruit-
ment scheme, soldiers
would be initially for four
years and a fraction, they
say about 25 per cent of
them would be retained in
the armed forces perma-
nently. The rest 75 per cent
will be thrown out after
four years. The scheme says
that Indian youngsters will
be provided an opportu-
nity to serve in the armed
forces as ‘Agniveer’.

Under the Agnipath
scheme, the ‘Agniveers’

are to be enrolled under the
respective Service Acts,
and a one-time package of
Rs 11.71 lakh will be given
to each youth once their
service of 4 years comes to
an end. The scheme offers
no gratuity or pensionary
benefits. Those protesting
have complained that the
new scheme hinders their
claim for monetary ben-
efits, such as pensions,
since the Centre plans to
absorb only 25 per cent of
the ‘Agniveers’ after the
completion of their 4-year
tenure. Protesting youths
say that they will be left in
a lurch with no retirement
benefits after serving the
four-year tenure under the
scheme.

This along with the
short period of employ-
ment has caused
widespread outrage
among youths. Most agi-
tators feel that serving in
the Army for four years is
not reasonable and those
leaving the service after 4
years will have a path full
of uncertainty ahead of
them. Questions have also

been raised about whether
the training period is ad-
equate and if the recruits
will be as motivated as
soldiers who are on per-
manent rolls.

Agitators also want the
government to raise the
upper limit since several of
them have already crossed
the present upper age limit
of 23 years as defence re-
cruitment was not
conducted for two years
due to the pandemic.
Apart from that, before

joining the army, youth
often spend years training
with the NCC, all that for
just for four years after
which they will have to
reorient themselves to the
needs of a different job
when they are about to hit
30 did not sit down well
with aspirants.

The recruitment
scheme comes in the wake
of widespread dissatisfac-
tion with the government
over inflation and unem-
ployment. Wholesale
inflation was at a three-
decade high, the rupee has
been hitting new lows
each day, income inequal-
ity is on the rise and young
people are struggling to
find jobs. Moreover, jobs in
the army are a major
source of employment for
several persons, especially
from rural areas.

Economists have long
warned of a slow rate of job
creation, even as the pan-
demic pushed lakhs of
educated, middle-class In-
dians on the brink of
poverty. India’s unemploy-
ment rate rose to 7.83 per
cent in April from 7.60 per

cent in March, according
to the Centre for Monitor-
ing Indian Economy.

Experts believe that the
scheme was not the brain-
child of the defence forces
but a political move aimed
at preparing for the 2024
Lok Sabha polls and up-
coming state elections. The
unemployment problem
has not been dealt with but
merely pushed to be dealt
with after 4 years. Apart
from that, solving the jobs
crisis seems to be a big poll
plank for the Modi govern-
ment in the run up to his
next election.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi last week
directed recruitment of 10
lakh people in various de-
partments and ministries
in the next 18 months, a
deadline which will end
barely four months before
the next general elections
in 2024.

Experts at Center for
Policy Research say that
the scheme seems to not
have met the approval in
its entirety by the defence
top brass and earlier com-
ments show a general
acceptance for such a
scheme but only on an
experimental basis. The
implementation at such a
rapid pace comes strategi-
cally ahead of polls and
does not seem to have been
the general consensus
among security forces.

It is also believed that
this scheme is pitted
against the Centre’s bur-
geoning pension bills. One
major benefit to the gov-
ernment from the scheme
is the savings in expendi-
ture on pensions and other
retirement benefits. De-
fence experts have also
cast their doubts over the
need for short service re-
cruitment in in Indian
conditions where there is
no shortage of those who
seek a regular job in the
forces.
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Surging food costs in South Asia, a region populated
by more than one-third of the global poor and where one-
fifth of calories come from wheat products, pose significant
challenges to poverty alleviation and food security. The World
Bank’s projection of downside risks to the economic outlook
of the region presents even more alarming situation which
includes adverse geopolitical developments, the possibility
of even-higher inflation, tighter financing conditions, the
re-emergence of stress in the financial sector, and the
resurgence of the COVID-19 pandemic, all in an
environment of high debt levels and worsening current
account positions of the countries.

Food Price Hike: A challenge for South Asia
Dr Gyan Pathak

While projecting
the economy
of the region to

slow from 7.6 percent in
2021 to 6.8 percent in
2022, 0.8 percentage
points below previous
projections, the World
Bank has noted that
South Asia has endured
significant adverse
spillovers from the
Russian invasion of
Ukraine. However, risks
remains with worsened
external environment,
soaring energy and
agricultural prices,
slowing global growth,
and rising financing
costs. Afghanistan is
already facing a
humanitarian crisis, and
Sri Lanka is facing dual
balance of payments
and sovereign debt
crises.

The war has
dampened the economic
recovery in South Asia
and amplified pre-
existing vulnerabilities.
Though it had a small
direct impact on the
region as trade and
financial exposure to the
warring countries is
limited, the indirect
impact has been
significant, mainly
through much higher
commodity prices,
tighter financial
conditions, and weaker
external demand, the
June 2022, Global
Economic Prospects of
the World Bank has
pointed out.

The flagship report
has also warned of the
rising commodity prices
worsening the term of
trade and increasing
trade deficits. Financial

conditions have
tightened. Global risk
aversion among
countries has increased
leading to capital
outflows, depreciating
currencies, falling equity
prices, and rising bond
yields. Foreign exchange
reserves have been under
pressure and are
dwindling in some
economies causing
import restriction
especially in Nepal,
Pakistan, and Sri Lanka.
External demand growth
is also slowing. In Sri
Lanka, with international
reserves down to one-
fourth of their
pre-pandemic level, the
government abandoned
its exchange rate peg in
early March, leading to a
close to 80 percent
depreciation against the
U.S. dollar. Policy rates
have been raised by 7
percentage points in
response. In India, rising
inflationary pressures
led to an unscheduled
policy rate hike in May.
In Pakistan, the central
bank has raised rates by
four percentage points
since April.

Policies to cushion the
impact of high inflation
are in place in some
countries with only
limited relief. In
Pakistan, for example,
the government
announced an energy
price reduction package
in February. However,
gasoline and diesel
pump prices were
recently increased. In
India, the government
has extended a food
scheme to support poor
households, reduced

taxes on fuels, and
reduced import duties
on several products. In
Bangladesh, the
government reduced the
value added tax on the
import of edible oils.

In India, growth
slowed in the first half of
2022. The recovery is
now facing headwinds
from rising inflation.
Thought unemployment
rate has declined to levels
seen prior to the
pandemic, the labour
force participation rate
remains below pre-
pandemic levels and
workers have shifted to
lower-paying and less-
secure jobs.

The rising food and
energy prices have
stunted purchasing
power, and increased
uncertainty. Conditions
are particularly dire in
Sri Lanka, where the
government announced
a cessation of external
debt repayments and the
country faces dual
balance of payments and
sovereign debt crises.
Economic and social
conditions in
Afghanistan also remain
dire, its economy has
collapsed, employment
and imports including
food and energy are
estimated to have
halved, and government
spending has likely
fallen by three-fourths
since August 2021.
Recent surveys show
that three-fourths of
households report
insufficient incomes to
meet basic needs.

Consumer price
inflation in South Asia
has been rising rapidly
and now exceeds central
banks’ targets. In Pakistan
and Sri Lanka, annual
headline consumer
inflation reached double
digits by late last year
and has accelerated
further. In Sri Lanka it
reached close to over 30

percent. In India, both
headline and core
consumer inflation have
breached the upper end
of the central bank’s
headline inflation target
range of 2-6 percent.
Higher inflation,
especially for food
prices, are a significant
concern given the
region’s large share of the
global poor, who spend
a substantial proportion
of their income on food.
Inflation is likely to
increase further the
report says.

The geopolitical
developments have
magnified downside
risks for the region. The
report warns that the
risks also include private
sector retrenchment
resulting from
tightening domestic
financing conditions,
widening current
account deficits, eroding
real incomes because of
further increases in food
and energy prices, and
new flare-ups of COVID-
19. The region is facing
an environment of
tightening global
financing conditions
with significantly
elevated debt levels, a
combination that
increases the likelihood
of financial stress. Yields
on local currency debt
have increased by 290
basis points, on average,
since the beginning of
2022. Conditions in Sri
Lanka are deteriorating
rapidly, with 10-year
government bond yields
recently at over 20
percent, among the
highest in Emerging
Market and Developing
Economies (EMDEs).

South Asian banks are
particularly exposed to
sovereigns, with
government debt having
risen to one-third of
bank’s assets, on
average, from one-fourth
before the pandemic.
This raises spill over risks
from the government
sector to the financial
sector. Compounding

these financial sector
risks, the region is also
vulnerable because of
hidden public debt,
including contingent
liabilities, given the
outsized roles of state-
owned enterprises and
off balance-sheet
operations. State owned
banks, for example,
account for the largest
share of total bank assets
among EMDE regions.

With geopolitical
developments affecting
the supply of wheat,
edible oils, and input
costs of fertilizer and
energy, agricultural
prices (in domestic
currency terms) have
risen by more than one-
fourth since the
beginning of 2022.
Additional increases in
commodity prices may
put further upward
pressure on food
inflation, which is
already high, eroding
real incomes and
reducing consumption.
The region is
particularly vulnerable
to the impact of higher
food prices because food
accounts for 43 percent of
the consumption basket
on average, compared to
33 percent across
EMDEs.

Rising energy prices,
given the region’s high
dependence on energy
imports and elevated
energy subsidies in some
economies, could further
undermine growth and
threaten a widening of
fiscal imbalances. With
already high energy
costs and the uncertain
outlook, the region
could face additional
pressure on inflation
despite the dampening
effect of subsidies, and
also due to larger current
account deficits. This
pressure could
undermine growth,
increase poverty, and
divert budgetary
resources away from
productivity-enhancing
investment and social
protection.
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Decrying modern Indian history as it has been writ-
ten till now, and accusing the eminent historians of
distorting the historical facts has turned into an ob-
session for the BJP leaders and cadres. Every
individual in the party, right from the lower level
to the top leaders, is busy finding fault with the his-
tory and dictating an infantile discourse about its
content and politico- religious contour.

RSS Keen to Rewrite History
Arun Srivastava

Ever since NDA
g o v e r n m e n t
came to occupy

the centre stage in the gov-
ernance, the new breed of
Sangh Parivar historians,
who virtually have very
poor knowledge of history
have sprung up on the aca-
demic horizon of India and
have started dictating how
to write a correct history.
The crescendo has reached
the peak.  BJP has actually
almost no cadres and lead-
ers who have a bigger
canvas and wider perspec-
tive about the Indian
history and still they ap-
pear to be keen to show
their intellectual acumen
by rectifying the leftist dis-
tortions.

The credit for their ac-
quiring academic expertise
primarily goes to the
guidebook on history made
available to them by the
RSS leaders. Obviously it
provides an insight into the
educational pursuit of the
RSS leadership. For RSS
leader’s history should be
judged from the religious
perspective. There is no
place for realism. Most of
their discourses are based
on hearsay.  There is no
denying the fact that hate
towards Muslims has been
primarily responsible for
decrying the contour and
text of the Indian history.

They condemn Muslim
rulers as invaders. This
perception has been cre-
ated by the RSS for the
consumption of the com-
mon Hindu. They nurse
strong discernment that
anything said against the
Muslims would be easily
acceptable to the Hindus.
Though the RSS chief
Mohan Bhagwat is not
tired of playing gimmick by
saying that Hindus and
Muslims have same DNA,
the fact remains that they

do not subscribe it. If they
had accepted is as the fact,
they ought to not have
raised the issue of Muslims
being invaders. They try to
cater to the modern day
Hindus the religious faith
that historians identify
with Indian ‘culture’.

It is a historical fact
many Muslim kings had
their own kingdom or
ruled over parts of the
then India, even before
Mughals descended here.
Yet another fact which
cannot be ignored is that
most of the Mughal kings
assimilated with India and
became an integral part of
the country. Baring a few,
no one looted the country
and migrated to the places
from where they had
come. It is not that Hindu
kings did not rule the coun-
try. Unfortunately the RSS
and the new historians
have formed the habit of re-
jecting or discarding these
bare facts. The worst dam-
age has been inflicted on
the history by some film
personalities who are vir-
tually unaware of the
meaning of the history.  He
alleged that only few lines
have been given in the his-
tory books that are written
on Prithviraj.  This illus-
trates their educational
bankruptcy.

Recently while speak-
ing  at a seminar in Banaras
Hindu University,  Union
Home Minister spoke
about the need to “rewrite
history” from an “Indian
point of view” and went
on to ask, “ who is stop-
ping us from amending
history”. The question
arises how could he come
to conclusion that history
which is being taught does
not represent “Indian
Point of View”. And then
the question, “Who is stop-
ping us from amending

history”. He has simply
been denigrating the emi-
nent historians and trying
to convey the message that
they had been guided by
some one from outside the
country. It would have
been better and in the in-
terest of the country if he
had disclosed the force.

Facts are facts and it
depends on the historian
how he analyses and inter-
prets a particular incident
based on the available ba-
sic materials. A historian
does not survive in the
world of fantasy. Saffron
historians are free to ex-
press their view, they may
contest the old findings, but
they cannot distort the
facts.  It is surprising to
learn that historians ow-
ing allegiance to RSS and
BJP will write new history.
But they ought not forget
that their writings will be
under scrutiny.  They are
free to express their views.
But they have to be cau-
tious that merely their
hatred must not dictate
them to distort the facts.

His emphasis that no
one can stop them from
rewriting history will sim-
ply encourage the new
historians to play down the
correct and right informa-
tion and facts. These
historians must come out
with new facts about the
past which has the poten-
tial to challenges or change
previous interpretations
and narrations. Glorifica-
tion of India’s ancient past
by the right wing writers,
precisely by the Hindutva
protagonists, is based on
the texts of epics and reli-
gious books. They simply
narrate the incident and
don’t analyse them from
proper perspective.

Would it be an exag-
geration to say that Tulsi
Das in his Ramayan has
written about the classical
war against capitalism
when he writes that Lord
Ram mobilises the poor
people and motivates them

to fight Ravan much before
he himself takes on
Ravana. It is irony that the
history writers belonging
to RSS view the “medieval
period” negatively as a
narrative of invasion by
outsiders. This blinkered
view is religion-centric and
not based on facts.

RSS and for that matter
leaders  like Amit Shah
must realise that the writ-
ing history without
analysing the historicity
would prove to be disas-
trous for the country. May
be the RSS and BJP would
benefit electorally, by
arousing the Hindutva
fervour, but it would inflict
immense damage to the
character and identity of
India. There is no denying
the fact that modern his-
toriography must be
associated to social science
where methods rely on
evidence to reconstruct the
past. The epics and scrip-
tures will be the part of the
vast source of material. His
emphasis on creating more
knowledge about the
Maurya, Vijayanagara
and Gupta empires under-
lines that left historians
have not neglected the
cause of these empires.

He said “It was
Savarkar who gave the
name ‘First War of Inde-
pendence’ to the 1857
‘kranti’ otherwise our chil-
dren would have known it
as a revolt”. But the fact is
long before him Karl Marx
had described it as First
War of Independence.  In
fact anti-Left forces had
described it as simple sepoy
rebellion. Shah at the semi-
nar said; “Whatever might
have been on the mind of
Madan Mohan Malviyaji
at the time of the establish-
ment of the BHU, this
university had played a
key role in propagating the
Hindu culture and has
stood tall to protect it”.
Incidentally Shah con-
fesses that Malviyaji did
not set up the VHP for
propagating the RSS line
of Hindutva which sur-
vives on politics of hate.

Interestingly Shah’s ally
Nitish Kumar has dis-
missed his remark on
rewriting history. Nitish
said that history can’t be
changed and one could not
change it. He said that
changing the language
was one thing, but facts
can’t be changed. Never-
theless Shah’s suggestion
to write more about those
aspects of Indian history
that have been ignored till
now must be appreciated.
But highest nature of cau-
tion has to be maintained
while undertaking this
task. It is a contemptuous
campaign of the right wing
writers that other Indian
dynasties had been ignored
or given little space.

It is most unfortunate
that campaign to rewrite
Indian history to replace
what it believes is a dis-
torted version has been a
pet project of the RSS
movement. The RSS must
clarify the difference be-
tween the “historical point
of view” and a “national-
ist point of view” in the
case of history writing.  The
RSS ever since the BJP
formed its government has
been pressurising the Modi
government to take the ini-
tiative to rewrite the
history. The delay has sim-
ply irked the RSS leaders.
Shah through his sugges-
tion was simply trying to
buy time.

One thing is absolutely
clear that the clamour of
Sangh Parivar for rewrit-
ing the history is based on
the principle of projecting
the RSS leaders, from its
very days of inception, as
the heroes of the  modern
India. They have been de-
rided as pro-British and
also accused of non partici-
pation in freedom struggle.
The RSS cannot survive in
modern India with this
stigma. It needs to refur-
bish its image. The move to
honour Savarkar with
Bharat Ratna is a move in
this direction. They have
made it imperative that he
should be projected as a
great visionary in Indian
history.
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The possibilities of
persistent inflation seem
to be looming large and
a resultant contraction in
demand primarily be-
cause of a cost-of-living
squeeze is going to im-
pact the growth rate, the
forecast of which under-
goes a downward
revision in recent rounds
by most rating agencies.
The Russia-Ukraine war
and the consequent rise
in fuel and food prices are
not going to cool down
soon. Prices of food, met-
als, fertilizers and edible
oil are on the rise at a glo-
bal level driven by
supply bottlenecks cre-
ated by the war. Ukraine
and Russia together ac-
count for 12 per cent of
traded calories, 28 per
cent of traded wheat and
75 percent of sunflower
oil supplied across the
world.

We have seen how
edible oil prices soared
when Indonesia, the sup-
plier of 60 per cent of
traded palm oil, an-
nounced a ban on exports
to check the rise in do-
mestic prices. A similar
effect is likely as India
decided to restrict ex-
ports of wheat
particularly in the back-
drop of an estimated 5-10
per cent fall in production
and the increasing do-
mestic prices. The food
and fuel prices are ex-
pected to have further
rounds of domino effect
on non-food articles as
well and that is being re-
flected by the persistence
of the high wholesale
price index.

Besides the consumer
price index touching
eight-year high levels of
7.8 per cent the whole-
sale price index (WPI)
continues to be double-
digit for 13 consecutive
months and in April 2022
it was 15.08 per cent. Be-

High Inflation Erodes Real Wages of Toilers
sides crude petroleum
prices showing a 69.07
per cent increase in April
2022 on a year-to-year
basis, other major con-
tributors to high WPI are
minerals recording a rise
of 23.8 per cent and fuel
and power inflation
showing a rise of 38.7 per
cent on a year-on-year
basis.

Due to the rise in input
costs related to supply
disruptions wholesale
prices of manufacturing
have also increased re-
cording a 10.8 per cent
rise in April 2022 on a
year-on-year basis. It is
also important that fall in
the rupee as the ex-
change rate slid to 76.75
per US dollar has also
made imports dearer
and a net importer like
India will be importing
inflation as global prices
of commodities and capi-
tal goods tend to rise. All
these trends particularly
indicate that the high
consumer price index is
not delinked from rising
wholesale prices and this
is not something from
which we would be able
to get rid of soon.

The recovery in the
post-pandemic scenario
faces problems due to
severe demand contrac-
tion that was primarily
because of income loss
during the pandemic
and on top of that high
prices of food and other
consumables. Growth
forecasts are being re-
vised downwards
estimating a decline in
private final consump-
tion expenditure as well
as in gross fixed capital
formation. So, both con-
sumption and
investment are likely to
suffer in the future.

Market surveys sug-
gest that the demand for
vegetables and fruits in
the mandis almost

halved in the past two-
three months. Soaring
wheat prices have also
driven the wholesale
prices of cereals up.

The extreme tempera-
ture has taken a toll on
wheat output in India
but also on other bread-
baskets of the world. On
top of that, supply got
choked due to war and
Indian farmers were ex-
porting wheat which also
put pressure on domes-
tic prices. Restrictions
imposed on wheat ex-
ports would contain the
increasing trends but
wheat prices and also
wheat flour related prod-
ucts show an escalation
of prices which will be
forcing poor people to
cut down their calorie
intake. Besides food,
demand for other con-
sumer goods also suffers
contraction. Due to the
rise in input costs most
of the FMCG companies
have either resorted to
what is known as
‘grammage reduction’
meaning a reduction of
volume in revised pack-
ages or simply increased
prices. Prices of soap, de-
tergents, toiletries, food
and beverages, noodles,
and biscuits saw an un-
precedented rise in
prices in the past few
months. Consumers as a
response tend to buy
lesser amounts or cut
down their expenditures
to fit with their budgets.

In response to rising
inflation, the Reserve
Bank of India announced
its off-cycle repo rate hike
of 40 basis points on May
4. Following this an-
nouncement, many
banks have immediately
raised their lending and
deposit rates. The as-
sumption of this

monetary stance of the
central bank of India is
that raising interest rate
would make savings
more attractive and credit
would be costlier, as a
result, the supply of
money in the economy
would decline and this
would eventually mod-
erate the rising prices.

Commentators on the
media also suggest that
another rate hike is likely
to happen during the
June monetary policy
announcement as RBI is
focussing more on infla-
tion targeting which went
to the backseat in previ-
ous months as growth
recovery was the prime
concern.

But such policies as-
sume that the central
bank has full control over
the supply of money,
which is actually not the
case as credit money
plays a very important
role beyond currency
notes and various instru-
ments may play the role
of money, the supply of
which is not exogenous
to the economic system.

Also even if the cost of
credit increases in a situ-
ation where corporates
enjoy a monopoly over
markets, they would be
able to transfer the bur-
den to consumers in the
form of enhanced prices.
Moreover, the current
episode of inflation is
driven by rising costs
rather than being flared
up by increased demand.
Therefore, a direct inter-
vention of the
government to control
prices of food and neces-
saries through the public
distribution system and
also restore demand
through income protec-
tion for the poor seems to
be more effective in a
situation of stagnating
demand coupled with
rising prices.

It is also important to
note that the rise in the
interest rate in the US has
caused a massive out-
flow of FIIs and the
response of RBI to raise
interest rates might be
driven by a desperate
attempt to prevent capi-
tal outflow. The outflow
has caused a widening
of the current account
deficit and the rupee
suffers a steep fall vis-à-
vis the US dollar. As a
result, imports have be-
come costlier while
exporters can take some
advantage of declining
dollar prices harnessing
higher demand in ex-
ports. However, India
being a net importer and
since our exports are in-
creasingly dependent on
imports, the rupee fall is
likely to fuel inflation
further.

This may provoke a
further rise in interest
rates followed by a
dampening of demand.

All these boils down
to the crucial fact that in
the post-pandemic sce-
nario recovery of growth
is going to face serious
challenges of low de-
mand for food, and
non-food articles and
more importantly persis-
tent inflation is going to
eat away the already
lowered income of the
working people. The
impact of inflation and
the distribution of bur-
den invokes conflict
between classes on how
powerful the contesting
groups are capable of
adjusting their returns
through changing prices.

In India, since the vast
majority of workers are
employed in the informal
sector and also a rising
share of those in the for-
mal sector are contract
workers fight for higher

Sanjay Roy

On Page 12



New Age Weekly

11June 26 - July 02, 2022

Latin America
continues its leftward
shift. The latest in the list
is electing a left president
is Colombia, after Peru,
Honduras and very
recently Chile. Now more
than a dozen countries of
the continent have left-
leaning governments
elected through ballot
box.

Presidential elections
in Colombia were held on
May 29, 2022, with five
candidates, but none
obtaining at least 50% of
the votes. Consequently,
a second round was held
on June 19, (2022). The
two candidates were
Gustavo Petro of the
leftwing ‘Humane
Colombia’ (in alliance
named Historic Pact, an
group of left, progressive
and indigenous forces)
and the independent
rightwinger Rudolfo
Hernandez Suarez of
LIGA. The running mate
for vice-presidentship
for Petro was Ms Francia
Marquiz and of
Hernandez, Marelen
Castillo. Petro received
50.44% votes (11, 281, 013)
while Hernandez got
47.31% or 10, 580, 412
votes. This was the third
run for Petro since 2010.

Thus, it is the first time
that a black woman will
become the vice-
president of Colombia.
Colombian presidents
are elected for a single 4-
year term, requiring
candidates to be
Colombian by birth and
at least 30 years old under
Article 191 of the
Constitution. In the last
elections, Petro, a former
Mayor of Bogota, the
capital, had been
defeated by the previous
president Ivan Duque by

Latin America leans further Left

From Arms to Parliament: Colombia
Elects Left President

Anil Rajimwale10 percentage points. A
runner-up in the
presidential contest
becomes a member of the
Senate and the vice-
presidential runner-up a
member of the House of
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .
Subsequently, there was
popular disenchantment
with Duque on
unemployment, price
rise, inflation,
corruption, tax increase,
privatization of health
system, environment,
etc.

Covid-19  pandemic
took a heavy toll of the
Colombian economy.
Mass upsurge forced the
government to withdraw
healthcare and tax
reform bills. Gustavo
Petro became the
candidate through a
public vote earlier. A
similar process was
followed for the
candidature on the right
and the centre. The votes
of the Colombians
abroad are also counted.
For example, Petro
received 35% of votes of
the Colombians in India.

H e r n a n d e z
congratulated Petro,
requesting he remain
committed to anti-
corruption course.
Leaders and presidents
of the US, Argentina,
Chile, Mexico, EU etc
also profusely
congratulated Petro.

Background
Colombian electoral

system is proportional
representation: 162 of 166
members of House of
Representatives are
elected from 33 multi-
member constituencies

in the departments all
over the country. 100 out
of 102 Senators are
elected from a single
n a t i o n - w i d e
constituency. The
political successor of the
FARC, the ‘Commons’
was guaranteed seats in
the House and 5 in the
Senate as the part of the
Colombian Peace
Process.

Gustavo Petro:
from arms to par-

liamentary process
Petro wins in the third

most populous country
in Latin America, with 39
million eligible voters in
a country of 50 million.
Petro was once a rebel
with the M19 armed
group and was jailed and
tortured, being released
in an amnesty. The group
since then gave up armed
struggle and disbanded
in 1990, leading to the
formation of a political
party, M-19 Democratic
Alliance or AD/M-19,
which began to
participate in the
constitutional and
parliamentary process,
and rewrote the country’s
constitution.

His win is very
significant for a country
with a history of internal
armed conflicts and civil
wars. For decades,
government faced
rebellion from the leftist
and ultra-leftist FARC or
Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia
(Fuerzas Armadas
Revolucionarias de
Colombia). It was

established as the armed
wing of the Colombian
Communist Party in
1964. After long and
blood wars, FARC
signed peace with
government in 2016 and
laid down their arms. The
negotiations were held
in Havana, Cuba. The
agreement was signed in
the presence of UN
Secretary General and
presidents of Cuba,
Chile and Venezuela.
The weapons were
turned in to the UN
representatives over a
period of a year, and the
government declared an
end to the conflict. In the
five decades long civil
war, more than 2, 60, 000
people were killed and
more than 7 million
displaced.

Colombia is among
the poorest.

Left and  demo-
cratic shift in LA
These election results

are not an accident.
During the last two
decades or so, more than
a dozen countries of
Latin America (LA) have
voted left candidates as
president and have
brought about political
changes in the senates
and houses of
representatives. During
roughly the 1960s-70s,
the armies in countries of
LA generally did not
respect electoral verdict,
and the democratic
process was weak. In the
21st century, the armies
generally respect them
and do not interfere.

Besides, there has
been structural changes
in the society leading to

polit ical-ideological
changes. Majority of LA
population now lives in
urban centres growing
rapidly. Class and strata-
related transformations
have resulted led to
emergence of new
sections and changes in
traditional classes.
Technology and
information have played
important role. The left-
oriented coalition was
able to counter the
socalled ‘Tik-Tok king’,
that is, Hernandez. The
media was well-used by
the left.

It appears that the left
and democratic forces in
LA have been able to
analyse, understand and
make inroads among the
urban population and
the middle class. They
were able to come out of
the traditional concepts.
Issues like those of the
younger sections,
u n e m p l o y m e n t ,
economic policies and
environment were taken
care of. Housewives and
women in general have
come out in large
numbers for the left. The
poor have veered round.
People want a change.

Another interesting
feature is the growing
importance of
environmental questions
in LA and Colombia and
formation of parties and
organizations on this
basis. Environment is a
big issue.

Parliamentary forms
of struggle have been
well mastered and used
by the progressive forces
in the continent. New and
reformed lefts and
progressives are
emerging.
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sovereign assets as
collateral to guarantee
indemnity”. Such assets
could include embassy
buildings, cultural
assets, etc.      

The claim of the
pharma industry that
they have to bear high
cost in developing new
drugs as a justification
for such contracts is
totally flawed because
virtually 100 per cent of
initial research leading to
new drugs occurs with
the support of public
funding. A vaccine that
requires a few dollars to
manufacture brings in
profits worth billions of
dollars to the
company.     

During the pandemic,
India and South Africa
proposed temporary
waiver on the TRIPS
proposals for the Covid
vaccine so as to make it
possible for many
countries to produce
vaccines, essential
medicines, and testing
kits. There is also need to
provide concession on
therapeutics, diagnostics
and ingredients, and
processes.   

As per the reports
India and South Africa
are not sticking firmly to
their proposals. India
appears to be keen to
conclude a pact now as
has been pressed by the
US and the EU.  This
would be detrimental for

the production of such
drugs/ vaccines even
during the
emergencies.    

The situation at
present demands a
complete revamping of
the clauses of
compulsory licensing to
make them easy without
long debates specially
when we have passed
through serious health
crisis worldwide due to
pandemic. For our
country, it is all the more
important to rejuvenate
and strengthen our own
public sector
pharmaceutical industry
with a purpose to
produce cheap drugs/
vaccines for local and
global supply. We have

national emergencies for
several diseases,
communicable as well as
non-communicable.  

The economic
surveys point out that 90
per cent population is
earning less than Rs
10,000 per month. With
very poor spending by
the government on the
public health it is
becoming impossible for
the people to purchase
healthcare. Therefore,
India should press upon
a permanent waiver for
all the drugs/ vaccines
needed for emergencies.
Whereas we were
successful in producing
Covaxin indigenously
and also Covishield
locally, their price issue
always remained
contentious. People had
to pay large amount to

Super Profiteering in Drugs ...
From Page 3

the private sector, while
the companies reaped
huge profits. In contrast,
the public sector
companies which used
to produce vaccines at
one time did not have
profit as a prime motive.

It is well known that
public research
laboratories played a
significant role in
developing Covaxin.
That India refrained from
sharing this technical
knowhow with other
developing countries
does not go well with our
past approach for
i n t e r n a t i o n a l
collaboration on health.
Even worse is that the
government refused to
license the vaccine even
to public sector concerns.

during 1830 to appeal
against East India
C o m p a n y ’ s
maltreatment of the
Mughal Emperor.

Finally, in today’s
India, Rammohan Roy’s
advocacy in favour of
freedom of Press is still
relevant. A Press
Ordinance was passed by
the Governor General’s
Council on March 14,
1823 making it obligatory
on the part of all
proprietors and
publishers of
newspapers and other
periodicals to obtain a
license from the
Governor General.

Rammohan Roy
opposed this, appointed
two lawyers and fought
it in the Supreme Court.
He did not succeed. He
always emphasised that
Press freedom was an
essential condition for
good governance. His
public positions and
discussions, however,
paved the way for the
liberal measure of Sir
Charles Metcalfe in 1835.

In present day India,
154 journalists have been
arrested during the last
ten years, many of them
with non-bailable
offences. Many of the
journalists do not have
the money to fight back
their cases.  One may

land up in jail, if one
writes against the ruling
dispensation even in
social media. Sedition
law, the brainchild of the
colonial rulers is yet to
be abolished.

One wonders what
would have been
Rammohan Roy’s
response to the
happenings around the
country, if he were alive.
He was far ahead of his
times; on the other hand,
today’s India has moved
far behind from his idea
of India. The moot
question remains
whether or not a
reawakening of the
society at large is
possible based on the
ideas of Rammohan
Roy?

Raja  Rammohan  Roy  ...
From Page  5

delegates took part in the discussion.
Addressing the 22nd state conference, Pallab

Sengupta said that the party has taken a bold deci-
sion in building the party in a new way. The
upcoming Party Congress in Vijayawada to be held
in October will work out the path for building a
militant party. He also said that the country’s present
political scenario is quite critical. The  communists
have a greater responsibility to take initiative to unite
all the left and democratic forces to fight against
the communal forces.

He also urged the delegates to the conference to
build the party in Tripura in a new way by strength-
ening the mass-base of the party, creating regular
communication with the common public and by
organising movements taking up the demands of
the common people. He wished the conference a
great success.

After the conference a press meet was held in the
state party office addressed by Pallab Sengupta. He
spoke in detail regarding the present political sce-
nario of the country, details of the state conference
and the upcoming Party Congress.

The two-day conference was attended by 87 del-
egates from all over the state. The 22nd state conference
of CPI unanimously elected a three-member Con-
trol Commission, a nine-member state secretariat,
a 29-member state council. Veteran Party leader
Ramendra Datta Gupta and Manoronjon Basak has
been kept in the state council as permanent invitee
members.

The new state council unanimously elected Dr
Yudhisthir Das as new state secretary of CPI Tripura
state council.

Call to Strengthen Party...
From Last Page

wages to compensate for rising prices
and its expectations become difficult
for a majority of the workers. The
recent agitations and strike actions by
Left trade unions are bringing to-
gether workers from different
segments to raise their voices for
democratic rights and income protec-
tion but such institutional protection
is yet to be realised.

On the other hand, the ruling class
or the big corporates with their mo-
nopoly control over  most of the markets
would be able to increase prices and
pass on the burden of inflation largely
to the consumers while keeping their
profit rate more or less unchanged and
in cases may increase profits fuelling
speculative gains. Since a majority of
the consumers are wagers or salaried,
with earnings amounting to a minus-
cule quantity.

High Inflation Erodes
From Page 10
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Macron’s centrist coa-
lition had more than 300
seats earlier and needed
289 seats to retain its ma-
jority in the national
assembly. Less than two
months after being re-
elected as the French
President, Emmanuel
Macron has lost the ma-
jority in the French
National Assembly se-
verely denting his hopes of
pushing through his prom-
ised reforms.
Strong performances by
the left alliance NUPES led
by far-left leader Jean-Luc
Mélenchon and Marine Le
Pen’s far-right National
Rally Party in the elections
have reduced Macron’s
government to a minority
in the national assembly.

Macron’s centrist coa-
lition had more than 300
seats earlier and needed
289 seats to retain its ma-
jority in the national
assembly. However, they
fell well short with 245 seats
in the election as several
high-profile leaders, in-
cluding Health Minister
and Green Transition Min-
ister lost. The election,
which saw a very low voter
turnout at 46.23 per cent,
has delivered a huge set-
back to Macron who will
now have to rely on his
opponents to get his re-
forms passed.

The left alliance NUPES
has emerged as the main
opposition winning 131
seats while Le Pen’s Rally
Party has jumped from 8
to 89 seats. Macron will
now have to negotiate
with them and seek a com-
promise every time he
wants to pass a bill through
the parliament.

Prime Minister
Elisabeth Borne, who was
recently appointed by
Macron, called the situa-
tion unprecedented and
said that they will start
working immediately to
cobble together a working
majority to try and ensure
France doesn’t end up
with a policy paralysis over
the next 5 years.

Diary of
International

Events
C. Adhikesavan

Left Alliance Gains in French Elections
The outcome has come

as a big setback for
Emmanuel Macron follow-
ing his April presidential
election victory when he
defeated the far-right to be
the first French president
to win a second term in over
two decades. Now he will
have to deal with this un-
precedented situation in
French politics where he
will have to run a minor-
ity government for the next
5 years.

The result pushes
France into a situation that
has become common
across Europe with the
emergence of new popu-
lists and environmental
parties. Germany’s Olaf
Scholz won last year’s elec-
tion with the lowest share
of the vote of any chancel-
lor since the Federal
Republic was founded.
Spain’s two-party system
has broken down over re-
cent elections leaving
Pedro Sanchez governing
with a minority coalition
while Italy, long the most
unstable of Europe’s ma-
jor countries, is governed
by the technocrat Mario
Draghi after its previous
coalition collapsed in the
midst of the pandemic.

The vote closes a crucial
election cycle for the course
of France for the next five
years. The next electoral
appointment will be the
elections to the European

Parliament in 2024, two
years in which the parties
will be able to settle the
ongoing recomposition.

The irruption of the cen-
trist neoliberal Macron in
2017 shook the French
political chessboard,
which is now divided into
three main blocs — radical
left, center and extreme
right — leaving aside the
traditional governing par-
ties.

After the debacle in the

presidential election, the
Socialist Party (PS) decided
to join the front led by
Mélenchon, despite the
dissatisfaction of its former
leaders, and The Republi-
cans, weakened, hope to be
key to weave majorities
with Macron.

In the final stretch of the
campaign, Macron’s alli-
ance warned of the chaos
of having to govern with
a simple majority and,
above all, of the “danger”
that the arrival of the left-
ist front to power would
represent.

On his return from a trip
to Ukraine, Macron advo-
cated for a “truly European
France”, after accusing his
Nupes opponents of want-
ing to leave the European
Union (EU) —something
they deny—, and called for
a “solid majority”.

The French had to vote
for the candidate of their
constituency —577 in to-

tal—, in an uninominal
two-round system. In the
first round, one deputy
from Together! and 4 from
Nupes already won their
seats.

Cuban deputy prime
minister meets Russian

communist
Both the leaders

Cabrisas and Ziuganov
addressed different na-
tional and international
current issues and recalled
the historic relations of

solidarity between Cuba
and Russia.

Cuban Deputy Prime
Minister Ricardo Cabrisas
spoke with the president
of the Communist Party of
the Russian Federation
(PCFR), Guennady
Ziuganov, and leaders of
that political force.

During the dialogue,
Cabrisas and Ziuganov
addressed different na-
tional and international
current issues and recalled
the historic relations of
solidarity, friendship and
brotherhood between both
peoples and governments,
as well as the importance
of guaranteeing their con-
tinuity, according to a
diplomatic source.

The PCFR chairman
reiterated the position of
his party against the eco-
nomic, commercial and
financial blockade im-
posed by the United States

against Cuba and the need
for its immediate lifting.

Ziuganov was accom-
panied by Ivan Mielnikov,
first vice-president of the
PCFR; Dimitri Novikov,
vice-president of the
PCFR; and Leonid
Kalashnikov, member of
the party presidency in
charge of international
and economic relations.

Present from the Cuban
side were Emilio Lozada,
general director of Bilat-
eral Affairs of the Foreign
Ministry, as well as Julio
Garmendía, ambassador
to Russia.

Earlier, the high-rank-
ing Cuban official had an
intense working day at the
25th edition of the St. Pe-
tersburg International
Economic Forum (Spief),
where he attended the ple-
nary session of this event.

Tesla will fire 10 per
cent workforce in next 3

months
The retrenchment of

workers has become con-
tinuous process
throughout the world par-
ticularly after the Covid-19
pandemic. Tesla CEO Elon
Musk reiterated that Tesla
will fire 10 per cent. The bil-
lionaire now states that the
electric car-making com-
pany will fire 10 per cent
of its workforce in the next
3 months. Tesla CEO Elon
Musk reiterated that Tesla
will fire 10 per cent. Musk
said that he will fire 10 per
cent of its workforce in the
next 3 months. The job cuts
will amount to about a 3.5
per cent reduction in total
headcount. Tesla CEO
Elon Musk reiterated that
Tesla will fire 10 per cent.
The billionaire now states
that the electric car-mak-
ing company will fire 10
per cent of its workforce in
the next 3 months. The job
cuts will amount to about
a 3.5 per cent reduction in
total headcount at the com-
pany.
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prime minister.
Jaganmohan Reddy
government is support-
ing NDA and sent 32
aspirants to become
army men from the cen-
tral prison at
Rajahmundry. He has
demanded to release
them immediately and
unconditionally. He has
also made it clear that left
parties are extending

Offers No Succour...
support to nationwide
agitations by the
Samyukta Kisan morcha
on June 24 of this month.

V Srinivasa Rao, state
secretary, CPI(M), in his
address, stated that Modi
has not implemented
any of the promises
made prior to the elec-
tions. He is trying to
dilute the energy of our
army. He is working
overtime to hand over
our defence sector to the

corporate sharks. The
youth recruits in the
army under Agnipath
scheme, after four years,
would be again left with-
out jobs, he asked the
Central government. RSS
and BJP are conspiring to
utilise the services of
these young men for their
personnel needs. YCP,
TDP and Janasena are
supporting Modi govern-
ment. These parties have
not revealed their stand

on Agnipath. The 32
young men were sent to
Rajahmundry central jail,
despite the fact that they
were innocent. “What our
state government is do-
ing,” asked Srinivas Rao.

Polari, state leader of
CPIML (Nnew Democ-
racy), in his address,
pointed out that
Agnipath scheme poses
a danger to the country.
Left parties have to un-
leash united massive
struggles till the scheme
is withdrawn, he said.

Amarnath, state leader
of SUCI(C), while ad-
dressing,  expressed
solidarity with the strug-
gling youth against
Agnipath scheme.

D. Harinath, state
leader of CPIML (Libera-
tion), said in his address
that  defence sector was
going to be weakened
with this Agnipath
scheme.

Khaderbhasha, state
leader, MCPIU, while

From Front Page

addressing has ap-
pealed people to fight
back communal policies
of RSS and BJP.

In the beginning
Donepudi Shankar, city
secretary, CPI while wel-
coming the guests stated
that BJP may boast as
being a patriotic party,
but it is engaged in weak-
ening the defence sector
through Agnipath
scheme.

V Srinivas Rao, state
secretariat member,
CPI(M) proposed condo-
lence resolution for those
12 young men, who have
 become martyrs in this
agitation and convention
observed one minute si-
lence.

Chandranayak and
Penchalaiah, state presi-
dent and general
secretary of state IPTA,
Naseer, Pitchaiah, Anil
and poet Appanna en-
thused the audience with
revolutionary songs.
Convention was at-
tended by leaders of left
parties and mass
organisations in good
numbers.
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Human rights are the fundamental rights to which a
person is inherently entitled simply because he or she or the
entire society one lives is comprised of human beings. The
fundamental rights should be enjoyed by any individual
irrespective of their age, race, gender, nationality, ethnicity,
language, religion, caste, disability or sexual orientation.
Those include the right to life and liberty, freedom from
slavery and torture, liberty of opinion and expression, and
the right to get education and to work.

Shuvam Banerjee

Capitalism and Human Rights

There are times,
for example,
like  now, when

one is engaged sitting in
his small town home in
Howrah, situated in the
province of West Bengal
in India and the total
internet connection has
been shut down by the
government. As a result,
people living here in
Howrah district are de-
tached from rest of the
world. When this write up
gets completed, one
would have to travel to
some other district only to
mail this content to other
team members supposed
to get the letter.

The reason behind this
action taken by the admin-
istration of West Bengal is
a communal violence that
has spread in many areas
of Howrah in last few
days. The only significant
action that the government
has taken to stop this vio-
lence is disconnecting the
total internet facilities;
nothing more than that.
One of the former Com-
munist chief minister of
West Bengal is famously
quoted as saying that
“communal riots only
spread if the state wants”.
And it is true that the com-
munal tensions always
benefit the capitalist politi-

cal parties who strongly or
softly play the card of com-
munalism.

A situation in which all
the basic human rights are
severely sacrificed is Com-
munal riots. The only
political force that can stop
the violence and can politi-
cally defeat those behind
such communal tensions is
the strong communist
movement or left demo-
cratic movement that
guarantees communal
harmony, peace and pro-
tection of human rights.

The last two years of the
pandemic has clearly
pointed to the naked reali-
ties of so-called rightist
super-powers, who were
so insensitive and apa-
thetic towards common
people that they did not
take up the basic respon-
sibilities of their citizens by

providing food, medicine
and other day-to-day
minimum requirements in
this crisis period. The So-
cialist countries, for
example Cuba, on the
other hand, managed to
provide strong public
healthcare facilities at free
or extremely low cost to
their citizens amidst the
pandemic and also made
education equally avail-
able to all along with other
basic needs. Even in non-
socialist states, the
communist parties and
their mass organizations
supplied food, medicines
and other day-to-day
needs at the doorsteps of
the common people. Thou-
sands of relief kitchens,
street kitchens, free veg-
etable markets were
organized during the en-
tire lockdown period,
when the people needed
them most.

The right to life ought to
include the right to food,

clothes, shelter and health.
Whether it is the richest
country of the world or a
poor third world country;
majority of their popula-
tion is deprived of these
rights under the capitalist
system. Expecting the
right to get free education
and a suitable job accord-
ing to ability - is an illusory
fantasy in capitalist soci-
ety. Capitalism cannot give
freedom to anybody from
slavery and torture as the
basis of it lies in various
forms of exploitation. The
machinery of profiteering
that belong to the one per-
cent through the
exploitation of the other 99
percent will always con-
tinue to deprive the rest
other than them from en-
joying the basic human
rights. Socialism is the only
alternative where all the
fundamental rights of the
people are strongly pro-
tected.

Thus turn left to get the
rights.

Chopping off sections from a textbook
is much easier than writing one. Yet, the
deletions made to social science textbooks
by the NCERT — revealed by an Indian
Express investigation — need to be taken
seriously as an act of rewriting. This revi-
sion touches on vital points about the
state-citizen relationship, the government’s
vision of democracy, and how it imagines
an ideal Indian society. The idea seems to
be that by not mentioning inconvenient
facts, the regime can not only run away from
reality, but more importantly, ensure that
students do not develop the critical faculty
to look at society and politics. – The Indian
Express, June 23.

***
The National Commission for Protection

of Child Rights (NCPCR) has written to the
Delhi chief secretary over the denial of ad-
mission to children from the EWS
(Economically Weaker Section) category in
private schools over the last two years, asking
him to take “legal remedy” in the matter.

The commission said prima facie, in the
past two years, around 18,000 children were
not provided admission in Delhi under the
EWS category even after allotment by the
directorate of education. It also asked the
chief secretary to intimate it of action taken
within seven days of the issue of the letter.

“The Commission is in receipt of various
complaints regarding denial of admission
to children belonging to EWS category by

the Private Schools of
Delhi even after get-
ting selected in the
lottery under section
12 (1) (c) of RTE Act,
2009. – The Indian Ex-
press, June 21.

***
Already reeling

under the after-effects
of tormenting
heatwaves, India can-
not afford to have a
poor monsoon which
could spell disaster for
its agriculture-based
economy, experts have
said, hoping a revival
of monsoon rains will
ease food inflation and
ensure food security.

The monsoon accounts for around 70 per
cent of the country’s annual rainfall and ir-
rigates 60 per cent of its net sown area. Nearly
half of the population depends on agriculture
directly or indirectly. A bad monsoon invari-
ably means bad crop production and inflation.

An early onslaught of heatwaves has al-
ready impacted rabi crops, prompting the
government to curb wheat exports and cut
output predictions by roughly 5 per cent from
111.3 million tonnes to 106.4 million tonnes.

Another disruption in the weather pattern
can have serious consequences in terms of the
country’s food security. – businesstoday.in, June
19.

***
A mysterious author, a public money trail,

and not much noise: A dramatic new report
outlines how Hindu nationalism is funded
in the US — and with how much money.
The report names around 24 organisations
with net assets worth at least 97.7 million
dollar, according to the most recent data.
These organisations include charitable
groups, think tanks, political advocacy
groups, and entities that work on higher
education — all affiliated in some way with
Hindu groups in India. Over almost 20 years
— 2001 to 2019 — seven of these charitable
groups spent at least 158.9 million dollar,
sending some of it to groups in India. Around
half of this money, nearly 85.4 million dol-
lar, was spent between 2014 and 2019. –
theprint.in, June 14.
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The 22nd state confer-
ence of the Tripura state
unit of the Communist
Party of India was held
on June 11 and 12, 2022,
at Junu Das Bhavan Hall
in the state party office,
which was named as
Com Sunil Dasgupta
Nagar. The premises
were decorated with
photos of comrades
Dinesh Saha Mancha,
Nakul Chandra Pal,

CPI 22nd Tripura State Conference
Call to Strengthen Party at Grass Roots Level

Bikramjit Sengupta
Brajabihari Majumder
and Niyong Mog.

CPI national council
secretary Pallab
Sengupta was present at
the conference.

The conference
started at 3 p.m. on June
11 with the hoisting of
Red Flag by veteran CPI
leader Manoranjan
Basak and Pallab
Sengupta paying tributes
to the Martyrs’ column.

Later CPI state council
secretary Ranjit
Majumder, assistant sec-
retary Dr Yudhisthir Das
and Rashbihari Ghosh
followed by CPI State
executive members, state
council members and
delegates arrived at the
conference hall.

The delegate session

started at 3:30 pm by
electing a three-member
presidium comprising
CPI leader Gopinath
Paul, Surajit
Bhattacharjee and
Susmita Nandi.  Pallab
Sengupta was declared
chief guest of the confer-
ence and was invited to
the dais.

Thereafter in the con-
ference a condolence
resolution was read out

in memory of the de-
parted leaders and
martyrs by CPI leader
Dhanamani Sinha, fol-
lowed by one-minute
silence.

Party state secretary
Ranjit Majumder placed
before the conference the
state report followed by
a discussion by the del-
egates. In total, 19

A 21-member high-
power delegation from the
Communist Party of Viet-
nam (CPV) led by its
politburo member and Ho
Chi Minh city party secre-
tary Nguyen Van Nen
visited Communist Party
of India (CPI) headquarter
Ajoy Bhavan in New Delhi
on June 21, 2022 and met
CPI general secretary D
Raja and national council
secretaries Pallab
Sengupta, also the in-
charge of the international
department of the party
and Dr Bhalchandra
Kango. They had an hour-
long discussion on various
issues including strength-
ening of bilateral relations
between the two parties as
well as to taking to new
heights the people-to-
people relations of both the
countries.

On Page 12

CPV High-Power Delegation in CPI Headquarter
The Vietnamese delega-

tion was accompanied by
its ambassador to India
Pham Sanh Chau.

Nguyen Van Nen in
brief explained to D Raja
and other CPI leaders
present his impressions of
the meetings with various
political party leaders. He
highlighted the point that
the year 2022 marks the
fifty years of diplomatic
relations between India
and Vietnam and that both
the countries are doing ev-
erything possible to
augment the relations.

Referring to the bilat-
eral relations between CPI
and CPV, the Ho Chi Minh
city party secretary said
that our party-to-party re-
lations are decades-old
and are growing with the
passing of every year.

D Raja explained in

detail the situation in In-
dia and said that that the
bilateral relations date
back to the days of the lib-
eration struggle days of
Vietnam and its leader
Com Ho Chi Minh. He re-
called that Indians in

general and students in
particular came out on the
streets in support of the lib-
eration struggle of
Vietnam.

He informed the CPV
leader that the 24th Party
Congress of CPI will be held

in October this year in
Vijayawada and insisted
that a CPV delegation
should be sent to the Con-
gress.

The meeting concluded
with the exchange of me-
mentos.

CPI national council secretary Pallab Sengupta addressing delegates
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