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The government is in no mood to discuss any of
the burning problems of the people, including unbear-
able rise in prices and GST on food items. Instead,
the government, using its majority, suspended on July
26, 2022, 19 members of the Rajya Sabha, which
included CPI member P Sandosh Kumar.

CPI MP, 18 Others Suspended from Rajya Sabha for a Week

   Our Special
Correspondent

Reacting to the suspen-
sion, CPI general
secretary D Raja said the
government is evading
critical issues. The gov-
ernment wants to run the
government without any
accountability to the
government.

CPI parliamentary
party group leader Binoy
Viswam, also a member
of the Rajya Sabha, said
in his response: “BJP is
craving for a Parliament
without Opposition and
19 Opposition members
including Santhosh
Kumar of CPI are sus-
pended for that purpose
only”. He said the BJP
doesn’t want any discus-
sion on GST or price rise.

When the government
refused to allow a discus-
sion demanding a
discussion on price rise
and GST, Opposition
MPs troop into the Well
of the Rajya Sabha.

The 19 MPs, sus-
pended for disrupting
House proceedings
while pressing for an
urgent discussion on
price rise and the hike in
GST rates, are Santhosh
Kumar P from CPI,
Sushmita Dev, Mausam
Noor, Shanta Chhetri,
Dola Sen, Santanu Sen,
Abhi Ranjan Biswar and
Md. Nadimul Haque (all
seven from TMC); M
Hamamed Abdulla, S
Kalyanasundaram, R
Girranjan, N R Elango, M

Shanmugam and
Kanimozhi (all six from
DMK); B Lingaiah
Yadav, Ravichandra
Vaddiraju, Damodar
Rao Divakonda (all three
from TRS); A A Rahim
and V Sivadasan (both
from CPI(M).

Members of the Op-
position called the
suspension decision
“deplorable”. They said
“you can suspend us but
you cannot silence us”.
Underlining that MPs
“trying to flag people’s
issues… are being sus-
pended,” they called it a
“deplorable situation”.
“For how long will this go
on? The sanctity of the
Parliament stands
heavily compromised,”
they said in their reac-
tion.

This is the highest
number of single batch
suspension and
follows the suspension
of four Congress MPs in
Lok Sabha on July 25 for
the rest of the monsoon
session.

As the session began
in the morning of July 26,
the Upper House paid
tributes to the soldiers
killed during the Kargil
war. As soon as papers
were laid on the table of
the House, Opposition
MPs stormed to the Well
of the House demanding
a rollback of the GST on
certain essential goods.
Rajya Sabha Chairman M

Venkaiah Naidu, with-
out even taking up the
notices before him, ad-
journed the House till 12
p.m.

Deputy Chairman in-
sisted that they will be
allowed to ask questions
only if the Opposition
members go back to their
seats.

When the House as-
sembled, similar scenes
of ruckus continued.
Deputy Chairman
Harivansh adjourned the
House for 15 minutes at
12.05 p.m. But even after
that, the pandemonium
continued and the ques-
tion hour was taken up
amid ruckus. There was
a question on the
changes in the GST slabs.

Many Opposition
members wanted to ask
supplementary ques-
tions on this, but the

Deputy Chairman in-
sisted that they will be
allowed to ask questions
only if the Opposition
members go back to their
seats. Deputy Chairman
Harivansh warned the
protesting members
against showing plac-
ards, saying he will be
forced to invoke Rule 256
and name the members
if the ruckus continued.
The House adjourned
for lunch at 1 p.m.

When the House re-
sumed at 2 p.m., MPs
continued to be in the
Well of the House and
deputy chairman
Harivansh said they
were disrupting the
House and not letting
other MPs to speak. The
MPs were then sus-
pended and the House
adjourned for 15 min-
utes. When it resumed,
the suspended MPs re-
fused to heed to the
Chair’s appeals to leave
the House, leading to
another adjournment for

one hour. The House was
finally adjourned until
July 27.

This is the highest
number of single batch
suspension and
follows the suspension
of four Congress MPs in
Lok Sabha on July 25  for
the rest of the monsoon
session. In November last
year, 12 MPs from Oppo-
sition parties were
suspended for the entire
winter session in Rajya
Sabha.

Such incidents have
occurred in the past as
well. In November last
year, 12 Opposition
members of Rajya Sabha
were suspended after
some of them climbed on
the table, flung papers
and damaged property.
In January 2019, Sumitra
Mahajan, the then Lok
Sabha Speaker, had sus-
pended 45 Members of
the TDP and AIADMK
for disrupting proceed-
ings for days.

CPI MP, P Sandosh Kumar (3rd from left) and other  suspended MPs sit-
ting in dharna at Gandhi statue in Parliament complex

Govt Evading Discussion
on Critical Issues: CPI
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Communist Party of
India leader Sandosh
Kumar P, raising the
matter of rising unem-
ployment by a special
mention in Rajya Sabha
on July 25, 2022 called for
concrete steps from the
government to solve the
problem.

The CPI leader said
that we are witnessing an
alarming rate of unem-
ployment in general and
among the educated
youth in particular. This
is an issue that needs
urgent intervention. As

Concrete Steps Sought to  Solve Rising Unemployment
per the data of CMIE, the
rate of unemployment in
the country was 7.83 in
May. However, the rate
of unemployment is
about 13 per cent
among educated
youth.

The CMIE also
states that one in five
college graduates is
unemployed. This
high unemployment
rate among the college
educated has caused
widespread disillusion-
ment among youth and
it reflects the growing

crisis in India’s job mar-
ket. In February, 2022, th
personnel stated that
there are eight lakh job
vacancies in govern-

ment. But only 78,000
have been filled.

He pointed out that at
the same time, CMIE
data itself states that 17

million Indians are ac-
tively looking for a job.
Shockingly, more than 12
million people had ap-
plied for 35,000 clerical

jobs in Indian Rail-
ways. This is a clear
reflection of the alarm-
ing rate of
u n e m p l o y m e n t
among Indian youth.

The recent govern-
ment documents

reveal a declining trend
of regular employees in
the Central Public Sector
Enterprises. Temporary
workers accounted for

37 per cent of the employ-
ees in 2019-20 compared
to 19 per cent in 2015-16.
Hence, there is a huge
gap between demand
and supply of jobs. We
should not forget the fact
that the ‘Make in India’
programme had prom-
ised to create 100 million
jobs by 2022. He ob-
served that therefore,
tackling unemployment
among youth should be
the most crucial policy
priority of the govern-
ment and concrete steps
should be taken in this
regard.

After assuming the office, President
Droupadi Murmu tweeted, “Johar!
Namaskar, I humbly greet all the fellow
citizens from this sacred Parliament, a
symbol of the hopes, aspirations, and
rights of all the citizens of India. Your
affection, trust and support will be my
greatest strength in discharging my func-
tions and responsibilities.” In her
acceptance speech in the historic Central
Hall of the Parliament she communicated
the same spirit with the audience. Natu-
rally the whole country looks at the new
President with good wishes and expec-
tations.

For the first time, a woman born in a
poor, tribal family has risen to the high-
est constitutional position of the biggest
democracy in the world. In her short
speech Droupadi Murmu was trying to
be justful to her humble background and
meaningful hopes. She made her prom-
ises to the women, youth, and the poor
of the country. Narrating her tribal tradi-
tion, the President underlined the
importance of forests and water bodies
to signify her commitment to the protec-
tion of environment. Taking note of her
words, one would only say that the be-
ginning was good.

What will happen to her dreams? Ev-
ery sensible citizen watching the
happenings in the country would raise
this question. There is every likelihood
that her words will become a challenge
for herself in the coming days, as her
dreams and BJP government’s policies
cannot go hand in hand. The propaganda
machinery nurtured by RSS-BJP have
worked overtime to reap political mile-
age from Murmu’s ascendance to the
presidential post. They use her name and
tribal origin to masquerade their anti-poor
policies. More they need to hide their anti-

Welcome, the New President!
Dalit, anti-tribe, anti-women policies, the
more they use her name and tribal origin.
The fanfare they make around Droupadi
Murmu is to create an illusionary image of
the BJP as pro-Adivasi and pro-women. It
is an absolute lie built up only on their
propaganda skills.

An organisation founded on the funda-
mentalist world view of chathurvarnya
cannot become anything else overnight. Still
the spokespersons of RSS-BJP have sud-
denly begun to speak about Adivasi rights
and women empowerment. They owe an
explanation to the nation, whether they can
distance themselves from Manusmriti
which commands ‘na sthree swathanthryam
arhathi’. This vision has led the RSS to the
extent of denying their membership to any
woman of the country till this date. The
plight of Women Reservation Bill will con-
tinue to remain as a question mark before
the new President. Will she be able to con-
vince the Modi government to enact the bill
which was initiated twenty-six years back?

While entering the Rashtrapati Bhavan
Droupadi Murmu is expected to remem-
ber the slogan, “Jal, Jameen, Jungle”. It is
the outcry of the tribal population of India
whose rights on forests, place of inhabit-
ancy and drinking water are robbed by the
corporate looters, in connivance with the
government in power. With her genuine
regard President Murmu eulogised the
greatness of India calling it a mother of
democracy. The citizens of India genuinely
urge her to be mindful about the serious
challenges faced by democracy in India,
that too at the 75th year of independence.

Our constitutional values such as sov-
ereignty, secularism, and socialism are
under constant threat. The threat becomes
graver as it originates from the very forces
in power. The same forces who celebrate
Droupadi Murmu with insincere hue and

cry are trying to undermine the basis struc-
ture of India, as embodied in the
Constitution. Inspired by certain aggres-
sive ideology from abroad, the ministry
of culture has designed a plan to study
on racial purity. Needless to say, how these
game plans would affect the democratic-
cultural ideals of India, which Droupadi
Murmu termed as the source of her energy.

The country remembers how President
Ram Nath Kovind was welcomed to the
very same seat five years ago, when the
RSS and BJP were boasting that they cham-
pion the cause of Dalit rights. It was during
the same period the country had to wit-
ness the largest number of atrocities on
Dalits, women and minorities unleashed
by casteist forces and their corporate mas-
ters. It was also during this time India has
become the world’s poverty capital with
83 million people living in extreme pov-
erty. The aspirations of the new President
who was born, “in tribal tradition which
has lived in harmony with nature for thou-
sands of years” are likely to confront with
most of the socio-economic policies and
ideological positions of the government.
If she dares to stand by her words, the
government’s move to amend rules to the
forest conservation Act may turn into her
first point of clash with the political men-
tors. Her positions on vital issues such as
minority rights, interests of the oppressed
are going to be crucial. Indian democracy
will be eager to know about her approach
to the developments in the Parliament.
There, the Opposition is considered to be
at par with the government. What will she
do when the government is craving to
convert it into a ‘Bhakta Jana Sabha’? On
such issues her personal integrity may not
be sufficient to fulfil her responsibility as
the President of India. Such occasions war-
rant more ideological and political clarity
from the new President!
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While nominating Smt
Droupadi Murmu, the
ruling BJP boasted as a
saviour of tribal people.
However, by proposing
changes to Forest Rights
Act, 2006, the govern-
ment is doing quite the
opposite by subverting
the interests of tribal
people to benefit big
companies.

During the current
monsoon session of Par-
liament new rules are
proposed to the present
Forest Rights Act 2006.
These changes run
against the interests of
tribal people, conserva-
tion of forests and only
serve large corporations.
These amendments are
being introduced to hand
over community-owned
forests to private mining
and pharmaceutical
companies. The Union
Environment ministry is
introducing a bill to make
amendments to the For-
est Rights Act 2006. The
Act was enacted in Parlia-
ment in 2006 by the then
UPA government with
active support from left
parties to protect the in-
terests of the tribal
population. Indian for-
ests are home to nearly
200 million people, who
are directly dependent
on forests for primary
livelihood, while around
100 million people live
on land classified as for-
est. In short, Adivasis
living in forests are the
true custodians of bio-
logical resources.

In the new 2022 Forest
Conservation Rules, en-
vironment ministry
introduced the rule
6(b)(ii) that liberalizes
diversion of forest land to
private parties with no
compliance with the For-
est Rights Act 2006. The
changes empower the
district collector overrid-
ing the approval of Gram
Sabhas and transfer the
forest land to private
parties after charging
from them a nominal fee

Subverting Forest Rights Act
2006 to Help Big Corporations

Dr Soma Marla

per hectar. The acquired
parties will have unlim-
ited proprietary rights to
fell trees, displace wild
life to develop the ac-
quired land for uses that
include underground
mining and construction
of buildings.

In British colonial
times, the Indian Forest
Act of 1878 was brought
to regulate the movement
and transit of forest pro-
duce, and duty leviable

on timber and other for-
est produce to facilitate
large scale tree felling
and export of enormous
forest wealth to England.
Over the decades, the
forest cover shrunk by
nearly 40 per cent be-
tween 1810 and 1950,
resulting changes in
monsoon patterns,
droughts and famines in
Indian subcontinent.
Many of the tribes, the
centuries-old natural
custodians of these for-
ests lost many of their
ancestral and cultural
rights and were driven
away from forests by co-
lonial masters.

Primarily Forest
Regulation Act 2006 was
brought by the then UPA
government to undo the
historical injustice
mooted to Adivasis from
colonial British Indian
Forest Act of 1878, and
empower them. The 2006
Act recognizes the rights
of the forest dwelling
tribal communities and
other traditional forest
dwellers to forest re-

sources, on which these
communities were de-
pendent for livelihood,
habitation and other
socio-cultural needs.
Also the entities in sec-
tion 6(1A) and (1B)
proposed in the 2022
Forest Act Amendment
Bill run against the spirit
of United Nation’s Con-
vention of Biological
Diversity and the
Nagoya Protocol on Ac-
cess and Benefit Sharing

(article 5) to which India
is a party.

The new 2022 Forest
Conservation Rules af-
firm that “clear felling”
is indeed “removal of all
natural vegetation” from
land of size up to 40 ha
and above and that the
present NDA govern-
ment abdicating its
Constitutional duties to
protect the rights of STs
and other traditional for-
est dwellers.

In the name of ‘Ease of
doing business’ the min-
istry has now replaced
Gram Sabhas, state gov-
ernments, various
(affected) people’s com-
mittees with a ‘lean
machinery’ consisting of
a few designated officers
and an advisory commit-
tee at the ministry. In
summary, the forest bu-
reaucracy controls all the
approvals for forest land
diversification propos-
als. Also, the proposed
amendments violate the
203 judgment of the Su-
preme Court mandating
Gram Sabha’s approval

CPI Congratulates
Newly-elected

President
The National Secretariat of the Communist

Party of India issued the following statement
on July 22, 2022 congratulating President-elect
Droupadi Murmu:

The National Secretariat of the Communist
Party of India congratulates Droupadi Murmu,
the newly elected President of India.

The party hopes that as the custodian of the
Constitution of India, she will uphold and pro-
tect the values enshrined in our Constitution.

The party sends its best wishes to her.

for diversion of forest
land.

The tribal affairs min-
istry castigated the
environment ministry,
asserting that it was the
nodal body for the For-
est Rights Act, and that
such orders of the envi-
ronment ministry
shouldn’t be considered.
At this point, the Prime
Minister’s Office
(PMO) over-ruled the
tribal affairs ministry’s

objections. And on
the PMO’s in-
struction, the
environment min-
istry drafted the
present amend-
ments to the FRA
2006

Indian forests
are home to about
17,000 species of
flowering plants
and wild animals.
O p p o s i n g  t h e

amendments, biologists,
conservationists and le-
g a l
experts feel liberalising
the existing norms could
be detrimental to ongo-
ing forest conservation,
biodiversity efforts and
run against the principle
of sharing commercial
benefits with indigenous
communities. Adivasis
are custodians of bio-
logical resources, and the

entities in section 6(1A)
and (1B) proposed in the
Amendment Bill are
against the spirit of Con-
vention of Biological
Diversity and the
Nagoya Protocol on Ac-
cess and Benefit Sharing
(article 5) to which India
is a party. 

The bill is being intro-
duced in the forthcoming
Monsoon session of In-
dian Parliament without
seeking public com-
ments, as required under
the pre-legislative con-
sultative policy in the
country.

The forests are often
referred as ‘lungs of the
planet’ because they gen-
erally draw in carbon
dioxide and breathe out
oxygen.  The rainforests
generate over 40 per cent
of the world’s oxygen.
Thus, forest is defined as
lungs of the Earth. Any
legislative acts promot-
ing deforestation
accelerates present glo-
bal warming today.

The government
should immediately
withdraw the proposed
changes to FRA 2006
aimed to benefit large
mining, pharma indus-
tries and safeguard the
rights of tribals and avert
further deforestation.
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What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .

“Either we will be on
our cultivable lands or
we will be in jail till we
get our own right on our
lands,” declared
Ramavat Anjaiah Nayak,
state general secretary,
Telangana state Girijana
Samakhya, last week
addressing podu farm-
ers on podu lands.

Podu farmers are cul-
tivating lands since 60
years in catchment areas
of Krishna river in vil-
lages of Peddhamula
and Nallachelamula of
Chitriyal revenue of
Chandampet mandal of
Nalgonda district.

The then state govern-
ment handed over these
lands to tribals. But at

Tribal Podu Farmers Continue Their Struggle
present forest officials
are not allowing the
same tribals into those
lands. They are not allow-
ing bullock carts or
ploughs, etc, though they
are cultivating, since the
last 60 years and selling
their agricultural pro-
duce in government
marketing centres.

This is the right time
to plant seeds and
plough as it is rainy sea-
son. But forest officers
claiming as they are for-
est lands and illegally
planted plants. Tribal
podu farmers under the
leadership of Girijana
Samakhya and CPI, re-
moved plants and
chased them out of tribal

podu lands collectively.
There was an atmo-
sphere of tension.

Subsequently podu
women tribal farmers
went to the office of for-
est board and held a
dharna. They stated that
the government has al-
lotted those lands to
tribals. On that basis
these lands are being

cultivated.  The forest
officer has come to the
spot of dharna and as-
sured that their lands will
be protected and nobody
will disturb the tribals in
cultivation under forest
rights Act. 

The direct agitation
was led by Ramavat
Anjaiah Nayak, state
general secretary,

Girijana Samakhya, Md
Moinuddin, district
president of AIKS,
U p p u n u t h a l a
Venkataiah, Mandal, CPI
secretary, Jaipal Reddy,
sarpanch, Devilal, leader
of Girijana Samakhya,
CPI leaders Muthaiah,
Bikshamaiah, Mallaiah
and  Venkataiah etc.

– Ram Narsimha Rao

Throwing the book
Nineteen Rajya Sabha MPs of the Opposition suspended for a

week, a day after four Lok Sabha Opposition MPs were
suspended for the entire Monsoon Session. This was not a show
of “enough is enough” firmness by the Lok Sabha Speaker and the
Deputy Chairman of the Upper House. This cannot be passed off
as action taken to “uphold the dignity of the House”, to punish
“unruly behaviour” “misconduct” and “utter disregard” to the
House and the authority of the Chair. A decision that effectively
deprives 23 Opposition MPs of a voice in Parliament for a week or
the entire session, must, in the first place, be avoided. If it must be
taken, the bar must be set very high indeed. Nothing that transpired
in either House over the last few days can be said to merit this ex-
treme form of disciplinarianism. The suspensions come in a political
context that makes them look even more jarring and dispropor-
tionate. Already beset by a fading of lustre that afflicts institutions
in general with the passage of time, growing cynicism and the
pressures of populism, Parliament is in particular need of resusci-
tation in times of a strong executive that feels less accountable to
the legislature. When spaces are shrinking for the Opposition to
ask questions and hold the government to account on a host of is-
sues, including price rise and GST on essential commodities — the
two issues that the Opposition has been pressing for a debate on,
over the last few days — this large-scale suspension of MPs sends
an especially dismal signal on the curtailing of debate.

The party with the larger numbers is able to get its laws passed
in Parliament, but it would be an impoverished notion of parlia-
mentary democracy that defines itself only as one where the ruling
side has its law, or way. Parliament is looked up to as the highest
forum for deliberation because it accords room — and respect —
for the views of all the people’s representatives, and especially of
those in the minority, not just of a chosen few. Of course, there are
rules of the House but they must be used, in letter and in spirit, to
make the debate more participatory, not less. And if debate itself
is seen to be imperilled by disruption, by slogan-raising or plac-
ard-bearing MPs, for instance, then it is the responsibility and
challenge of the presiding officer to find ways to restore “order”
without taking the axe, in polarised times, to its very possibilities.

It is possible to argue that in a political climate made of the over-

whelming majority of the BJP in Lok Sabha and the Opposition’s
wavering foothold even in Rajya Sabha, and given that the BJP
goes by a winner-takes-all approach and often gives short shrift
to the conventions of debate, Parliament’s rule-book needs to be
read down to make the House free-er and more inclusive. This
requires greater accommodation to those who don’t have the electoral
numbers to amplify their voices. In suspending 23 Opposition MPs,
the presiding officers of both Houses may have invoked the rule-
book but it is an invocation that cramps deliberative democracy.
They need to rethink —and rescind.

Courtesy: The Indian Express

Patchy, not scary
July is when the southwest monsoon peaks. So far, it’s been a

bountiful year. After a slow start, the intensity of the monsoon
picked up around July 5. By July 24, the cumulative rainfall was
42.2 cm, higher than the normal by 11 per cent. The national av-
erage, however, cloaks sharp inter-regional differences. Data
according to meteorological subdivisions show that in a large
contiguous swathe stretching from western UP to the southern
part of West Bengal, rainfall has been deficient by anything be-
tween 45-72 per cent till July 26. This will have a bearing on paddy
production, the most important crop of the kharif agricultural
season.

A distinctive feature of kharif is that there isn’t a neat overlap
between distribution of rainfall and food security. To illustrate,
Bengal and UP are India’s largest producers of paddy. Therefore,
the distribution of rainfall had an adverse impact on paddy acre-
age. Nationally, it was 12.8 million hectares on July 15, lower by
27 per cent year-on-year. However, food security as represented
by adequate rice stocks in the PDS system depends mainly on
procurement in Punjab, Telangana, Chhattisgarh and Odisha. These
states together account for about 55 per cent of total paddy pro-
curement and rainfall there has been either normal or in excess.

Another positive sign is that India’s existing stock of rice is
comfortable. The government of India data show that on July 1,
FCI held 31.7 million tonnes of rice, a level higher than that re-
corded in the preceding three years. This is in contrast to wheat
where the stocks are much lower. Consequently, there’s unlikely
to be significant inflationary pressure from rice. However, if the
paddy output is poor in parts of eastern India, deprivation may
worsen in pockets and government will have a tricky call to make
on the free cereal scheme.

Courtesy: The Times of India
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 In the 2021 Global
Hunger Index (GHI) re-
port, India ranks 101st out
of the 116 countries. With
a score of 27.5, India falls
into the category of seri-
ous level of hunger.
According to the GHI a
rank of lower than 9.9 is
considered to be low,
10.0–19.9 moderate,
20.0–34.9 serious, 35.0–
49.9 alarming, higher
than 50.0 extremely
alarming. That we are at
a serious level of hunger
is a cause of concern for
us. It requires pro-active
planning to ensure nutri-
tion to all the citizens.    

The report has
pointed out that the num-
ber of malnourished has
increased globally in the
past by 15 crores that is
by 24.3 per cent. In 2019
the number of malnour-
ished was 61.8 crore
while it increased 76.8
crore in 2021.    

The Hunger Index is
based on three criteria,
Inadequate food supply,
Child mortality and
Child under-nutrition.
The report also points
out that 1/4th of the to-
tal malnourished in the
world live in India. This
is at a time when our
country is aspiring to be
global leader in economic
development with a five
trillion economy.    

Supply of balanced
food to all the citizens of
the country is the basic
requirement to reduce
malnutrition. A balanced
diet means sufficient
number of proteins, fats,
carbohydrates and micro
nutrients in the form of
vitamins and minerals.
Prestigious medical jour-
nal Lancet had formed a
committee to go into nu-
tritional requirements of
a person. It has sug-
gested intake of 232

GST on Food Will Further
Add to Malnutrition 

grams of whole grain, 50
grams of tubers or starchy
vegetables like potato,
300 grams of vegetables,
200 grams of fruits, 250
grams dairy food, 250
grams of protein sources
in the form of meat, egg,
poultry, fish, legumes,
nuts, 50 grams saturated
and unsaturated oils 30
grams of sugar. At the
present market price, the
cost of these food items
per person comes to be

around Rs 225 per day.
This means that a family
of five members should
spend Rs 1,125 per day or
Rs 33,750 per month on
food only.   

Barring a miniscule
population, our people
are far from this
t a r g e t .   T h e
government’s scheme to
give five kg of grains and
one kg daal and a bit of
oil does not fulfil the
nutritional require-
ments. It is just not
enough even for proper
sustenance. It does not at
all meet the require-
ments of micro nutrients
like vitamins and miner-
als essential for physical
and mental growth. With
15 crore people out of a
population of 23 crore in

Uttar Pradesh queuing
up to get this much ration
free of cost is a projection
of extremely dismal state
of affairs of nutritional
security.        

It is pertinent that the
purchasing capacity of
the people is raised
through poverty allevia-
tion, sufficient wages
and ensure means of
livelihood to meet the
requirement of quality
food for the

citizens.  Several eco-
nomic experts including
the Nobel Laureate
Abhijeet Banerjee have
suggested several means
to alleviate poverty.   

Recent economic sur-
veys have pointed out
that 90 per cent of our
population earns less
than Rs 10,000 per month.
A balanced diet for them
is only a dream, which
does not seem to come
true in the present cir-
cumstances. By
imposing taxes on the es-
sential food items, the
cost of filling the belly is
bound to increase. The
wages on the other hand
are showing a downward
trend as the employment
is shifting to contractual
labour with no job secu-

rity nor any employment
benefits like the provi-
dent fund or the ESI.
Small scale sector, which
provides livelihood to a
large number of people
is at a receiving end un-
der the neoliberal
economic policy.    

To meet the require-
ments of 2,300 calories
and a healthy food and
clothing for a young
adult, various workers
organisations have de-

manded minimum wage
based on the principle of
these caloric needs. They
have demanded a mini-
mum wage of Rs 21,000
per month.  To utter dis-
may, the government
announced a floor level
wage as Rs 178 per day
or Rs 5,340/- per month.
This is despite an inter-
nal labour ministry
committee recommen-
dation of Rs 375 per day.
This is even against the
Supreme Court ruling
that works demand for
Rs 650 per day wage,
where the court added
further 25 per cent for
health and education.
The government’s inten-
tion to introduce
time-based work wage
will be detrimental eco-

   Dr Arun Mitra 

nomically as well as
against the medical ad-
vice and health needs of
a person.  

Large number of our
population in our coun-
try is in the unorganised
sector where the legal
formulations are hardly
implemented. The farm-
ers and agriculture
labour, who are the pro-
ducers are among the
worst sufferers. Agricul-
ture labourers have to
face double oppression,
economic as well as so-
cial. Farmers protested
against the new Farm
Laws fearing these will
not only adversely affect
their economic condi-
tions but even the food
security of the citizens too
will be compromised.   

As per the
UNICEF, India has
57,72,472 children below
five years affected by
severe wasting — the
most in the world. The
global body called the
situation an ‘overlooked
child survival emer-
gency’ in its May 2022
child alert. Severe wast-
ing, also known as severe
acute malnutrition, is
defined as low weight-
for-height. 

It is therefore impera-
tive that essential food
items are cost effective
and within the reach of
low socio-economic
groups. Wages for all
sections be revised as per
the caloric needs, bal-
anced diet, clothing,
health, education and
housing at the present
prices. In this context the
GST levied on food and
other day to day needs
items be withdrawn to
prevent further malnutri-
tion.
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Tthe week ending July
2022 is an opportunity for
India and the world to
make a history by sup-
porting a resolution in
the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly that seeks
making the right to have
a clean, healthy and sus-
tainable environment a
human right. Modi gov-
ernment must not repeat
its mistake of abstention
as in October 2021 when
the resolution came to
vote in the UN Human
Rights Council with an-
other three countries
Russia, China and Japan,
but the resolution was
passed with 43 votes.

It was the time when
the Yamuna River stretch
in the National Capital of
Delhi was in news for its
being the worst polluted
river in the country. Not
only that the air pollu-
tions have made the
National Capital Terri-
tory of Delhi the worst
polluted city on earth. It

India Must Support Right
to Safe Environment in UN

goes without saying that
Modi government’s not
supporting the right to
clean air and water a hu-
man right was against
people and its policies
are indirectly support-
ing the profiteers from
the natural resources al-
lowing them to pollute
the environment to make
it unsafe for common
people. It is despite the
fact that millions of inno-
cent people die every
year and millions more
suffer due to unclean
water and air, and unsafe
environment, and dev-
astating climate change.

It is despite the fact
that right to safe environ-
ment is provided to the
people of India through
Article 21 of the Consti-
tution of India dealing
with the right to life
which includes, inter
alia, the right to survive

as a species, quality of
life, the right to live with
dignity and the right to
livelihood. The right to
a clean environment is
rooted in the Stockholm
Declaration of 1972,
popularly known as
Magna Carta of human
environment.

It was in this back-
drop, in 1976, the
forty-second amend-
ment to the Constitution
of India brought two sig-
nificant changes in the
form of Article 48 A and
51 A (g) making India the
first in the world confer-
ring constitutional status
to the environment pro-
tection. Article 48A states
that the State shall en-
deavour to protect and
improve the environ-
ment and to safeguard
the forests and wildlife
of the country, and Ar-
ticle 51A(g) states that it
is a duty of every citizen
to protect and preserve
the environment.

The spirit and letter of
other laws in India, such
as Wildlife (protection)
Act, 1972, Water (preven-
tion and control of
pollution) Act 1974, the
Forest (conservation)
Act, 1989, the Air (pre-
vention and control of
pollution) Act, 1981, the
Environment (protec-
tion) Act, 1986, and the
National Green Tribunal
Act 2010 and several
other legal and adminis-
trative provisions also
make Modi government
both legally and morally
to support the right of
people to safe and clean
environment. Even ‘Car-
ing for the Earth 1991’
and the ‘Earth Summit
1992’ declared that hu-
man beings are entitled
to a healthy and produc-
tive life in harmony with
nature.

Under such a glorious

government fear the pas-
sage of the resolution,
since it would then be-
come a powerful tool in
the hands of the people
to hold our governments
accountable for the suf-
ferings of the people and
the politicians of the rul-
ing establishments may
lose their share in the loot
of natural resources by
profiteers making the
air, water, and the entire
environment unsafe for
all forms of life including
humans.

Though General As-
sembly resolutions are
not binding, meaning
countries don’t have a
legal obligation to com-
ply with them, they
certainly will have moral
obligation for taking
appropriate actions. All
ruling politicians are not
thick-skinned and many
can bring legislations
and give top priorities,
such as we have seen in
the case of the 2010 reso-
lution of the ‘right to clean
drinking water and sani-
tation’.

UN-Human Rights
Council along with sev-
eral other UN Experts
and Special
Rapporteurs, the UN
E n v i r o n m e n t
Programme (UNEP), as
well as the High Commis-
sioner of Human Rights
have expressed their
support for the resolu-
tion. Last June, the
Stockholm+50 confer-
ence outcome had also
recommended that States
“recognise and imple-
ment the right to a clean,
healthy and sustainable
environment”. It is in-
cluded as a priority for
UN Secretary-General as
reflected in “Our Com-
mon Agenda and the
Call to Action on Human
Rights.”

Modi government of
India, therefore, must
support the resolution,
to save its people and to
save the humanity from
ever rising pollution
bringing catastrophe.

past of Indian position,
and also global concerns,
Modi government was
supposed to behave re-
sponsibly, but it did not
support the resolution
brought by world’s five
of the most endangered
countries from climate
change – Costa Rica, the
Maldives, Morocco,
Slovenia, and Switzer-
land – in the UN Human
Rights Council last year.
However, the resolution
was passed recognizing
the human right to a
clean, healthy and sus-
tainable environment.

In June 2022, the draft
text of the resolution was
brought in the 193-mem-
ber UN General
Assembly that is ex-
pected to vote on it in the
coming week. The reso-
lution recognizes the
right to a clean, healthy
and sustainable environ-
ment as a human right
essential for the full en-
joyment of all human
rights and, among others,
calls upon States and in-
ternational organizations
to adopt policies and
scale up efforts to ensure
a clean, healthy and sus-
tainable environment for
all. Since this right was
not included in the Uni-
versal Declaration of
Human Rights in 1948,
the present resolution is
historic and will change
the very nature of inter-
national human rights
law.

Supporting this reso-
lution is all more
important because the
humanity has been fac-
ing a triple
environmental crisis –
rapid climate change, the
loss of biodiversity and
pervasive toxic pollution
– that’s killing 9 million
people every year in the
world.

However, most of the

Gyan Pathak
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STUDY &
STRUGGLE

C. Adhikesavan

On one side there are
millions are jobless on the
other side the Union govern-
ment is not recruiting
teachers for the vacant posts
in Kendriya vidhyalayas.
There are 12,044 teaching
posts and 1,332 non-teach-
ing posts lying vacant in
Kendriya Vidyalayas across
the country. According to
the Union Minister of State
for Education, Annapurna
Devi, that over 12,000
teaching positions are vacant
in Kendriya Vidyalayas
(KVs) while over 9,000
teachers have been engaged
on a contractual basis.

The maximum numbers
of vacant teaching posts are
in Tamil Nadu (1,162),
Madhya Pradesh (1,066)
and Karantaka (1,006).
Further, as of 2021, the va-
cancies in teaching
positions in Navodaya
Vidyalayas (NVs) are
3,156 across the country.
The vacancies arise due to
transfer and retirement
from time to time.

Moreover, a total of
9,161 teachers have been
engaged in KVs across the
country on a contractual
basis. Apart from the top
three with over a thousand
vacancies, there are seven
other states with over 600
teaching positions lying va-
cant in the KVs, which
include West Bengal (964),
Odisha (886) and
Maharashtra (705).

In KVs, category-wise,
there are 457 teaching
positions reserved for OBC
that are lying vacant as of
2021, followed by 337 for
SC. There are 163 EWS
and 168 ST positions are
also vacant. There are 194
EWS, 676 OBC, 470 SC and
234 ST teaching positions
lying vacant in the
Navodaya Vidyalayas.

Kerala state child rights
Commission for co-educa-
tion schools

The Kerala State Com-
mission for Protection of

Thousands of Teaching Posts
Lying Vacant in KVs

Child Rights has directed
the state government that
there should only be co-
educational institutions in
the state from 2023-24 aca-
demic year.

In a landmark order, the
Kerala State Commission
for Protection of Child
Rights has directed the
state government that
there should only be co-
education institutions in
the southern state from the
academic year 2023-24.
Based on a plea filed by an
individual, the panel or-
dered the Principal
Secretary (General Educa-

tion) and Directors of Pub-
lic Education and the State
Council for Education,
Research and Training
(SCERT) to come up with
an action plan in this re-
gard.

According to the order,
a detailed report on the
implementation of a co-
education system has to be
submitted to the Commis-
sion within 90 days.

The order further stated
that besides the implemen-
tation of the co-education
system, basic amenities, in-
cluding toilets, should be
improved in such schools.
Also, parents should be
given awareness of the
need for co-education.

According to figures,
there are a total of 280 girls’
schools and 164 boys’
schools in the government
and aided sectors in
Kerala.

Mass closure of schools
is leaving lakhs of students
stranded

In many remote areas of
the country, students have
few options other than
single-teacher schools in
their villages. These are the
very schools the govern-
ment has targeted.

The schools were closed
as part of a national policy
of “rationalisation” that
has been implemented over
the last decade and has
targeted schools with low
enrolment rates, or that
were run by single teach-
ers. The policy’s main aims
included ensuring that re-
sources were used more
effectively. But for hun-

dreds of thousands of stu-
dents in remote areas, it
meant that education has
become significantly more
difficult to access.

The process of closing
schools that were per-
ceived to be inefficient
began even before the
policy of rationalisation
was implemented. Ironi-
cally, the passage of the
Right To Education Act in
2009 paved the way for
school closures across the
country because of the way
states interpreted its rules.
The act prescribed several
rules about the functioning
of schools, including some
pertaining to teacher-stu-
dent ratios. Many schools,
both government and pri-
vate, that did not meet
these specifications were
closed down.

According to data com-
piled by the National Right
to Education forum, be-
tween 2011 and 2015,
about one lakh schools

were closed as a result of
this process.

Schools in rural and
tribal regions have been
among the most impacted
by the closures, first be-
cause of the Right To
Education Act, then be-
cause of rationalisation.
According to data from the
education ministry, in
2012-2013, there were
76,960 schools  registered
under state tribal welfare
departments – this came
down to 46,329 by 2020-
’21, a decrease of nearly 40
per cent. The number of
government-run primary
schools dropped from
8,63,612 in 2012-’13 to
7,74,742 in 2021, a fall of
10 per cent.

In comparison, the
number of private unaided
schools went up from
2,58,107 to 3,40,753, an
increase of 32 per cent;
while the number of gov-
ernment-aided private
schools went up from
79,918 to 84,295, an in-
crease of 5 per cent.

In states like
C h h a t t i s g a r h ,  i t
was found that this had
indeed happened. In 2015,
across the state, 3,526
schools, including 2,295
primary schools, 553
middle schools, 34 high
schools and 27 higher sec-
ondary schools, were
merged with neighbouring
schools under the ‘yukt-
yuktikaran yojana’, or the
school rationalisation plan.
At several villages after
schools nearby were
closed and merged with
ones that were further
away, it simply became
impractical for children to
continue attending, lead-
ing to their dropping out.

Teachers’ lives were also
disrupted. Many teachers
now find that they can no
longer continue to teach.
This is because they only
needed to have studied up
to Class 10 to teach at the

multigrade centres. Now,
to teach in other schools,
they will need a college
degree and a teacher eligi-
bility training certificate.

Other states, such as
Madhya Pradesh and
Andhra Pradesh also
launched programmes
along similar lines. Accord-
ing to a 2021 UNESCO
report, India had 1,10,971
single-teacher schools, of
which 89 per cent were in
rural areas.

In 2009, the government
passed the Right To Edu-
cation Act, which
mandated that wherever
necessary, the state had to
provide free education to
students from all back-
grounds between the ages
of six and 14.

Despite its praisewor-
thy aims, the act also laid
down rules for schools,
some of which were the
cause of considerable con-
fusion. Some pertained to
student-teacher ratios in
classrooms: the act stated
that for classes with “up to
sixty” admitted children,
a school would have to
have two teachers.

From 2017 onwards, the
schools, now under the
aegis of the Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyan, continued to be
closed under a new policy,
known as
“rationalisation ”. In a
guidelines document, the
Education Ministry noted
that it needed to tackle
problems such as “surplus
schools, schools with zero
enrolments, schools with
very less enrolment, the ex-
istence of more than one
school in the same build-
ing/habitation or vicinity
etc.” It recommended a
“nationwide consolidation
of schools” through the
process of rationalisation.
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Dr Bhupendranath
Dutta was the youngest
brother of Swami
Vivekanand. According
to Hiltrud Rustau, fa-
mous German Indologist,
it was not a slip of tongue
that Vivekanand called
himself socialist; his
brother too was a social-
ist, though with a different
path to socialism.
Vivekanand did not live
long enough to complete
his evolution into a full-
fledged socialist.
Bhupendranath derived
his inspiration from
Marx, Engels and Lenin.

Early Life
Bhupendranath was

born on September 4,
1880 in Calcutta. His fa-
ther, Biswanath Dutta,
was a prominent attorney
of Calcutta, and was
firmly against supersti-
tions, even defending
widow remarriage.
Bhupen’s mother
Bhubaneshwari Debi was
fairly educated, knew
English, was highly en-
lightened, and shaped
his future development
considerably. Bhupen
passed his entrance from
Metropolitan School in
Calcutta, founded by
Ishwar Chandra
Vidyasagar.
In Brahmo Samaj

Like his elder brother
Narendranath (Swami
V i v e k a n a n d ) ,
Bhupendranath was in-
fluenced by Brahmo
Samaj, which was joined
by the liberal and
younger sections. He
read Vivekanand’s book
‘From Colombo to
Almora’, and was con-
vinced that without
political reforms, socio-
religious reforms were
not possible. With this
idea, he joined the revo-
lutionary movement in
1902-03, leading ulti-
mately to (indirect)
contact with Lenin.

His boyhood passed
through an atmosphere
of Hindu-Muslim amity.

He joined the
Anushilan Samiti, and
refused to take oath on

Bhupendranath Dutta:
Hindu scriptures alone.
An assortment of sacred
books of different reli-
gions had to be provided
for him.

Anushilan also ran
classes on revolution
and socialism. Bhupen
later on joined ‘Jugantar
Patrika’, becoming its
editor. It advocated
armed revolution
against British rule and
capitalism. On Decem-
ber 2, 1906, Yugantar
criticized British imperi-
alism, and explained
how India’s wealth was
being funneled to En-
gland.

Bhupendranath was
arrested on July 5, 1907,
for his revolutionary
writings and activities,
being accused of sedi-
tion. Sister Nivedita
stood by him during the
trial. He was sentenced to
one year’s rigorous im-
prisonment and
ill-treated in jail.

In Calcutta, about two
hundred women held a
meeting at the residence
of Dr Nilratan Sarkar and
c o n g r a t u l a t e d
Bhubaneshwari Debi for
being mother to such a
son. They presented her
with an address on a silk
cloth placed on a silver
tray. In reply,
Bhubaneshwari Debi
said that Bhupen’s work
had just begun only, and
that “I have dedicated
him to the country’s
cause.”

Later, once, Bhupen
told his mother jokingly:
“You never got much
recognition for being
Vivekanand’s mother.
But for being my mother
you got even a public
reception!”
Bhupendranath in

USA
On the eve of his re-

lease, an assistant jailor
advised Bhupendranth
to leave for foreign coun-
try to avoid being
arrested in Alipore Bomb

Case. So, soon after re-
lease Bhupen left
incognito for America.
Mahendranath, his elder
brother, helped him in
arrangements for plans
for leaving, suggested by
Sister Christine. His
mother helped him with
the needed money. He
left Calcutta on the very
day he was released and

boarded a ship bound for
America. His stay and
education were arranged
by friends of Swami
Vivekanand and Sister
Nivedita. He found shel-
ter in India House in
New York. The British
police kept watch on him
even in America.

Bhupen became a
member of Bronx Park
Socialist Club and at-
tended lectures of
Socialist leaders. He
graduated from New
York University in 1912
and received Master’s
degree in Sociology from
Brown University in
1914.

Bhupendranath soon
joined the Gadar Party
founded by Lala
Hardayal and rose to its
top positions.

In Germany:
Berlin Committee

Beginning with First

World War (WW I),
many Indian revolution-
aries shifted to Berlin in
the hope of getting Ger-
man help for Indian
freedom movement. A
Berlin Committee of In-
dian revolutionaries was
established at the initia-
tive of Virendranath
Chattopadhyaya and
others. Bhupendranath

and other Gadarites soon
joined them in Berlin.
Committee obtained
promise of arms and
money from the German
government.

Bhupendranath was
soon elected its secre-
tary, and functioned as
such during 1916-18. The
attitude of the Commit-
tee underwent radical
change under him.  In-
dian revolutionaries
accepted German mon-
etary help as ‘loan’, to be
paid after India’s libera-
tion.

Russian
Revolution

Attempts at rebellion
with German help failed
badly, the promised
ships with arms not ma-
terializing. Berlin
Committee established
another office in
Stockholm in May 1917,

and Bhupendranath
came in contact with
Russian Bolsheviks
there. The Stockholm
Committee even ad-
dressed an Appeal to the
Petrograd Soviet on the
eve of October revolu-
tion, and discussed
Indian freedom move-
ment.

Russian revolution
took place on November
7, 1917. The Indian revo-
lutionaries shifted their
activities from Germany
to Russia. Bhupen joined
Berlin University in 1919
to study Anthropology,
and got his doctorate in
the subject from Ham-
burg University in 1923.
Before that he even be-
came a member of the
Berlin Ethnological Soci-
ety.

Roy during his brief
stay in Berlin, composed
an Indian Communist
Manifesto, and dis-
cussed it with Bhupen
and others. Bhupen did
not sign it.

Bhupendranath went
to Moscow early in 1921
as a member of a delega-
tion of Indian
revolutionaries invited
by Soviet authorities.
They attended meetings
of the Comintern com-
missions. MN Roy had
already submitted his
theses to the Comintern
Congress earlier in 1920,
which were rejected by
the Comintern and
Lenin. Bhupendranath
and Virendranath
Chattopadhyaya also
presented their own re-
spective theses to various
bodies. They differed
seriously with Roy on
the question of alliances
in the freedom move-
ment.

On differences with
MN Roy,
Bhupendranath said:
“Roy does not want to
cooperate with national-
ists and for building a
revolutionary movement
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Harbinger of Marxism in India

 Biographies of Communist
Leaders - 70

Anil Rajimwale

in India; where will you
get people except
among the nationalists?”
Bhupendranath’s

Letter to Lenin
Dr Bhupen Dutta was

opposed to the idea of
formation of ‘Commu-
nist Party of India’ in
Tashkent. He wrote: A
news “suddenly ap-
peared in a newspaper in
Moscow that an Indian
Communist Party has
been formed” in
Tashkent. He did not like
the idea. He was not op-
posed in principle, but it
should have been done
with the cooperation with
all including in India.
“…if some people in
Moscow form a Commu-
nist party without letting
us know, we will not ac-
cept that and not
cooperate with it in any
way.” He suggested for-
mation of an Indian
Revolutionary Board
with Comintern help.

Dr Dutta sent his the-
ses to Lenin through
Rakosi, a leader of
Comintern, on August
23, 1921, along with a let-
ter:

“To comrade Lenin,
 “I, an Indian… am

forwarding to you a cor-
rected copy of my article
about the situation in
India and the character of
revolutionary forces…

“I…should be grate-
ful to you if you were
kind enough to read this
article and state your
own point on the ques-
tion…

“Sincerely yours,
Bhupendranath Dutta.”

In reply, Lenin stated:
“Dear Comrade Dutta,
“I have read your the-

ses… I think we should
abide by my theses on
colonial question. Gather
statistical facts about
peasants’ leagues if they
exist in India.

“Yours…V Ulyanov
(Lenin)” (V.I. Lenin, Col-
lected Works, Vol 45,

p270)
Lenin in his reply ig-

nored Roy’s theses
completely. Lenin’s let-
ter was an eye-opener
for Bhupen, as he had not
paid attention to the role
of peasants. He devel-
oped bitter disputes with
Roy on the strategy and
tactics of Indian revolu-
tion. Bhupen and his
friends decided to leave
Moscow for India. Rakosi
met him before depar-
ture. Bhupen also met
the famous economist
Prof Varga. Bhupen and
Roy, though, did not
have any personal bick-
ering.

Return to India
Bhupendranath re-

turned to a
much-changed India af-
ter 16 long years, in April
1925. He fully cooper-
ated with the newly
formed Communist
Party of India, estab-
lished in Kanpur, and
took part in the WPP
(Workers’ and Peasants’
Party). His first political
activity was participa-
tion in Political Sufferers’
Conference in Gauhati in
December 1926, presid-
ing over it. Bhupen said
that not only the Indian
bourgeoisie but also the
common masses had
joined the struggle for
freedom.

Bhupendranath at-
tended the annual
conference of WPP in
1927, where he met
Nalini Gupta. He spread
ideas of socialism and
Marxism among youth,
speaking about Russian
revolution. Veteran
Communist and TU
leader Dr Ranen Sen re-
called that Dr
Bhupendranath used to
take political classes
among young revolu-
tionaries on Marxism.
Many of them later
joined the CPI under his
influence.

Famous Communist
historian Chinmohan
Sehanavis recalls his in-
debtedness to
Bhupendranath for his

training in Marxism thus:
“I came in contact with
Shri Bhupendranath
Dutta during 1933-34.
When I expressed my
desire to study socialism
and Marxism from him”,
he asked whether it was
for becoming a scholar or
a mass worker.
Sehanavis told him he
wanted to work among
workers and peasants.

Organizer of
Students, Youth
Bhupendranath was a

much sought after leader.
He delivered presiden-
tial address at Dacca

District Youngmen’s
Conference in 1927. In a
letter to SA Dange, on
November 12, 1927, on
the proposed first all In-
dia Socialist Youth
C o n g r e s s ,
Bhupendranath wrote:
“This Congress is in-
tended for those young
men and women of India
who hold Marxist world-
view, and they only are
welcome to be the del-
egates of the Congress.”

Socialist Youth Con-
gress was held on
December 27, 1927, in
C a l c u t t a .
Bhupendranath as chair-
man of reception
committee drew atten-
tion of youth to Marxism
and suggested formation
of study circles.
Jawaharlal Nehru pre-
sided over. All Bengal
Youth Association was
formed at the beginning
of 1928, with
Bhupendranath as the
president of the organi-
zation and as the main
speaker at its conference.

Bhupendranath also
spoke at the conference
of Young Comrades’

League at Rajshahi in
April 1930. His speech
helped many young men
to give up anarchism
and come over to com-
munism.

Bhupen presided over
Khulna district students’
conference on May 5,
1929, Burdwan district
students’ conference on
August 17, 1929,
Faridpur students’ con-
ference in June 1931, and
others. He urged upon
the students to follow
Marx. Famous Commu-
nist leader Benoy
Krishna Choudhury re-

members that his ac-
quaintance with
Bhupenda began in
Hooghly district stu-
dents’ conference in 1928.

He along with Hiren
Mukherjee and
Humayun Kabir at-
tended BPSF conference
on October 12, 1936.

WPP and TU
Movement

During Meerut Con-
spiracy Case (1929-33),
the Communists outside
were in disarray. In
Calcutta, an ‘Indian Pro-
letarian Revolutionary
Party’ was formed, with
Panchu Gopal Bhaduri,
Kali Ghosh, Bankim
Mukherjee and others.
Bhupenda was closely
associated. This party
worked with Workers’
Party, which it recog-
nized as a branch of CPI.
It got in touch with
Bombay Group of
Sardesai, Ranadive and
Kulkarni, and helped
Meerut prisoners. It ex-
pressed desire to join
Calcutta Committee of
CPI and were given
membership individu-

ally. Bishwanath
Mukherjee also be-
longed to this group.

Bhupendranath was
active in almost all the
major movements: of
Kharagpur railways
workers, BNR railway
workers, TISCO in
Jamshedpur, May Day
rallies in Calcutta in
1928, etc. He attended
Jharia session of AITUC
(1928) and was elected its
vice-president. He orga-
nized a number of trade
unions at local and all
India levels.

Other Mass
Organizations
Bhupendranath Dutta

was the first president of
FSU or Friends of Soviet
Union, formed in 1941 at
the initiative of Prof
Hiren Mukherjee and
others. Bhupesh Gupta,
Chinmohan, Gopal
Haldar, Jyoti Basu and
others were also present.
Bhupenda also took part
in the PWA.

Not a Member,
But with CPI

Dr Bhupen Dutta was
never a formal member
of CPI, but for all practi-
cal purposes he
functioned as one. He
encouraged and re-
cruited members to the
party, among them
Somnath Lahiri. He
translated important
Marxist classics. Among
his famous works is the
‘Aprakashita Rajnitik
Itihas’ (unpublished po-
litical history). He was an
active propagandist of
Marxism.

He was a great scholar
in various fields, with
many books and articles
to his credit. He brought
to light the social and
mass aspects of Swami
Vivekanand and
Ramakrishna Mission,
who advocated and
worked for the well-be-
ing of people.

Dr Bhupendranath
Dutta passed away on
December 25, 1961.
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On September 30,
2020, the CBI special
court ruled that 32 BJP
leaders — Lal Krishna
Advani, Murali
Manohar Joshi, Uma
Bharti, Vinay Katiyar,
Sadhvi Ritambari, Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh
and others — were not
guilty because there was
no sufficient evidence for
the involvement of the
accused in the Babri
Masjid demolition.
Mahmood Ahmad and
Syed Akhlakh Ahmad,
the witnesses in the case,
filed a revision writ pe-
tition on this judgment
on January 8, 2021. After
demolishing the mosque,
their houses, adjacent to
the mosque, were burnt
by the militants. On July
18, 2022 the Lucknow
bench of the Allahabad
High Court, chaired by
Justice Dinesh Kumar
Singh, asked his office to
convert this petition as
criminal appeal and
posted the case to August
1.

Babri Masjid was de-
molished on December 6,
992. “It was not a pre-
planned demolition. But
a spontaneous act of anti-
social forces. Ashok
Singhal tried to stop
demolition. CBI failed to
present evidence. (di-
rected to do so),”
commented Justice
Surendra Kumar Yadav
of the Lucknow CBI spe-
cial court while
acquitting the accused.
Is spontaneity justified?
Singhal initiated
Karseva. He was not
worried about the col-
lapse of the mosque. But
feared that the idol of
Ram Lalla in the mosque
might be broken.

The court could not
find evidence in 8,000
testimonies and 7,000
documents. 1.5 lakh
Karsevaks who demol-
ished the mosque were
also acquitted. Inciting

Twist in Babri Mosque Case
sermons for the demoli-
tion of mosque,
provoking enmity be-
tween Hindus and
Muslims, inciting riots
are the charges against
the accused. These
charges are true. The
Karseva organisers are to
be blamed for incitement
of the Karsevaks and
“unplanned” demolition

of the mosque.  Supreme
Court commented that
CBI was a parrot of Con-
gress. BJP proved it to be
a hostage.

The RSS declared
Babri Masjid site in
Ayodhya as the birth-
place of Ram. It decided
to build mandir at the
place of the mosque.
Mandir is to be built by
demolishing the mosque.
So, the builders of the
mandir are the conspira-
tors of the demolition of
the mosque. Vajpayee
provoked Karsevaks to
level the ground. This
signalled Karsevaks,
with pickaxes and crow-
bars, to bring down the
mosque. They did so.
Kalyan Singh, the then
UP BJP chief minister
promised the Supreme
Court that he would pro-
tect the mosque, but
arranged for its demoli-

tion. The police were in-
structed to be inactive.
They helped demolition.
The then prime minister
Narasimha Rao kept si-
lent. Later, Kalyan Singh
pleaded guilty and pre-
pared to be punished.
Uma Bharti proudly

claimed responsibility of
demolition of the
mosque. Shiv Sena also
accepted the responsibil-
ity for the demolition. All
these are evidences of
demolition conspiracy.

Babri demolition led
to communal riots that
claimed 3,000 lives. This
is the source of the
Godhra incident and its
genocide and paved way
for today’s horrors. The
then chief minister of UP,
Rajnath Singh, on Octo-
ber 8, 1993, transferred
the demolition case from
the Raebareli court to the
Lucknow court. The state
government does not
have this power. High
Court’s approval is man-
datory. On February 12,
2001 the UP High Court
directed Rajnath Singh to
rectify the mistake. He
did not obey the court
order.

As a result, Advani,
Uma Bharti and 12 others
escaped special court
proceedings. Congress
rulers at the Centre be-
tween 2004-2014 did not
order CBI investigation.
The poisonous view of
majority religious votes
deterred them from ex-
ploring the demolition
conspiracy. The Supreme

Court decided that the
crimes of people’s repre-
sentatives should be
tried quickly, expressed
concern on March 6, 2020
for the delay in the Babri
demolition case and or-
dered for joint
investigation of
Lucknow and Rae Bareli
cases. Trial started after
18 years, but at a snail’s
pace.

In November 2019, the
Supreme Court ruled
mosque site dispute in
favour of RSS. “Placing
idol of Ram in mosque is
unethical. Demolition of
mosque is gross violation
of law.” Saying so, the
court made over the en-
tire land of 2.77 acres to
Ram. Mosque-site was
given to them, who un-
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y
demolished the mosque,
duly neglecting their

promise to protect it. It is
a contradictive judgment
honouring the illegality
and benefiting the per-
petrators rather than the
victims. BJP leaders said
that the courts gave ver-
dicts that they wanted.

In 2010, Supreme
Court Judges P C Ghosh,
R F Nariman said that the
demolition of the
mosque broke the secu-
lar bond of India. Justice
Manmohan Singh
Liberhan reported that
Vajpayee, Advani and
Joshi were aware of the
RSS demolition plan.
Karsevaks were
mobilised with arrange-
ments to demolish the
mosque. Media pre-
sented photos and videos
of the activities of
Karsevaks, the activists
of the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad. The accused
happily participated in
the meetings held at
many places. Advani em-
phasized that this work
should be done not with
patriotic songs but with
shovels, pickaxes, ropes,
and rods.

The “servants” went
with these tools. Slogans
like “One more stroke.
Demolish the mosque.”
were chanted. These
photos and videos are
with Praveen Jain of In-
dian Express. Then he
was working in Pioneer
and went to ‘Sadhana’
places as a member of
VHP. The photos include
those of Advani, Joshi,
Vijayaraje Scindia and
Ritambari chanting slo-
gans from Ramkatha
Kunj and watching the
demolition of the
mosque.  Provocation is
more dangerous. Why
couldn’t CBI submit this
evidence? Courts are
delivering Kangaroo
Judgments to the benefit
of the Hindu supremacy
rulers of the day.

As per the fact sheet
submitted by the previ-
ous government to the
Supreme Court, the
demolition of the

S Hanumantha Reddy

On Page 12
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The Narendra Modi-led Union government pro-
fesses the credo of ‘minimum government, maximum
governance’, popularised and propagandized by
large sections of mainstream news media and the
ideologues of English-speaking public officers who
usually support government decisions in every step.
This is another example of ‘Modinomics’, which
comes up with new ideas on a regular basis to deci-
sively transform our country on the path of
illusionary progress.

Privatizing Public Sector Assets Is against Society’s Interests

Disdvantaged Sections of
Population Will Be Adversely Hit

Uttam Kumar Verma

While explaining this
phenomenon, Modi re-
marked on February 24,
2021 that the government
has “no business to be in
business”. But in a
democratic system of
governance, the govern-
ment is not appointed to
do business; the main
goal of a democratically-
elected government
should be to reduce pov-
erty, inequality, and
social discrimination
faced by persons with
disability and from
marginalised communi-
ties in their daily lives.

The government is
not a private entity
whose main aim is to
make maximum profit, in
the pursuit of which it
can pursue costs reduc-
tions such as cutting
down its workforce and
salaries, among other
means. The government
is elected for the welfare
and prosperity of all citi-
zens. But does the
government, by pushing
towards privatisation
and disinvestments of
public sector assets, aid
public prosperity, espe-
cially the prosperity of
people with disabilities?
Can their welfare be en-
sured with minimum
government and maxi-
mum governance?

The private sector is
apathetic towards giving
employment to persons
with disabilities. It denies
job opportunities just for
the fact that a candidate
suffers from any kind of
disability. Its position

derives from the same
old mindset which be-
lieves that a person with
a disability cannot do
anything; they only need
sympathy and food for
their survival. In the era
of technological and sci-
entific evolution, these

ideas still prevail in the
minds of individuals
who are working and
possessing authority in
the private sector.

It doesn’t mean that the
attitude of people in the
public sector and society,
in general, is any differ-
ent regarding people
with disabilities. But the
problem with the private
sector is that in the name
of merit, it excludes
people from Scheduled
Tribes (STs), Scheduled
Castes (SCs), Other Back-
ward Classes (OBCs),
other minority groups
and people with disabili-
ties.

The Rights of Persons

with Disabilities Act,
2016 mandates four per
cent reservation in jobs in
the government sector
for persons with disabili-
ties, but the private
sector was not assigned
any kind of responsibil-
ity for giving jobs to
persons with disabili-
ties. Because of the free
hand offered to the pri-
vate sector, it has never
cared for employability
and equal opportunity

for people with disabili-
ties.

Periodically, organi-
zations working for the
welfare of persons with
disabilities have de-
manded of the
government that the pri-
vate sector also be given
legal responsibility to
employ persons with
disability. For instance,
in February last year, The
Hindu reported that a
group of 94 persons with
disabilities affiliated to
the Tamil Nadu Associa-
tion for the Rights of All
Types of Differently
Abled and Caregivers
demanded that govern-
ment enact a special law

providing five per cent
reservation for persons
with disabilities in em-
ployment in the private
sector.

The private sector has
never been responsible
for bringing any kind of
transformative change in
the lives of people with
disabilities. In an era of
economic crises and job
losses, the government is
pushing for more
privatization, and the
policy of disinvestment
brought by the Modi
government will have a

drastic negative impact
on people with disabili-
ties.

Now I will highlight
the necessity of the public
sector for the growth and
uplifting of persons with
disability. For their eco-
nomic independence,
the public sector has
been playing a vital role,
which will cease with the
arrival of the private sec-
tor.

The public sector has
followed the reservation
policy for the employ-
ment in public sector
units and institutions,
which has directly ben-
efited several persons

with disability and con-
tributed towards their
economic independence.
With their economic in-
dependence, they have
earned respectable posi-
tions in society, which
was absent earlier. In the
not-so-distant past, mu-
sic and begging were
their only source of in-
come.

When India got its
freedom, the Constitu-
tion did not have any
provision for persons
with disabilities. Even
the government only
began thinking about the
welfare and employ-
ment of persons with
disabilities about 30
years of independence.
In 1977, it announced
three percent reservation
in lower ranking (C and
D category) government
jobs. Reservation in Cat-
egory A and B
government jobs were
started only after the
passage of the Persons
with Disabilities (Equal
Opportunities, Protec-
tion of Rights and Full
Participation) Act, 1995,
which mandates three
percent reservation in
government jobs.

The provision of res-
ervations greatly helped
persons with disabilities
get jobs in government
services. As a result, their
entry into the civil ser-
vices, which are
considered very presti-
gious in Indian society,
became possible.

With the arrival of the
scientific and techno-
logical revolution, they
became capable of per-
forming any professional
duties and responsibili-
ties allotted to them. For
instance, the invention of
screen reader technology
and screen reading soft-
ware such as Jaws and
NVDA (Non-Visual
Desktop Access) was in-

On Page 12
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strumental in providing
persons with visual dis-
abilities equal
opportunities among
their sighted counter-
parts, many of whom
consider them inferior
and incapable of per-
forming anything.

The government’s re-
laxation on age, payment
of application fee and
examination fee, stan-
dards of suitability, and
the provision of scribes
helped persons with dis-
abilities gain enough
confidence to appear for
competitive exams, and
to pass and serve govern-
ment institutions with
their fullest capacity.

The three percent res-
ervation policy surely
helped them to achieve
economic independence.
It doesn’t mean that the
government policy was

fully implemented at the
ground level and that
persons with disability
were employed in accor-
dance with statutory
requirements. In 2009, the
World Bank published a
report titled People with
Disabilities in India:
From Commitments to
Outcomes on the request
of the Union Govern-
ment. The report
mentions that only 10.2
per cent of all posts in
Ministries/Departments
and the public sector
had been identified as
suitable for disabled
people, and only 0.37 per
cent vacancies were
filled in ministries and
0.44 per cent were filled
in the public sector.

In the sixth chapter of
this report it was men-
tioned that: “At present,
the identification of jobs
appropriate for them is
done in an ad hoc and

arbitrary manner. There
is a need to have this task
performed by a profes-
sional group with the
involvement of Disabled
Peoples’ Organizations.
The backlog of vacancies
for persons with disabil-
ity continues to be large,
both at the Centre and in
the States. This backlog
should be cleared in a
timebound manner and
in a campaign mode.
Similarly, a suitable
scheme to provide incen-
tives to promote
employment for dis-
abled people in the
private sector should be
put in place as enjoined
in Section 41 of The Per-
sons with Disabilities
(Equal Opportunities,
Protection of Rights and
Full Participation) Act,
1995.”

The report not only
suggested the implemen-
tation of three per cent
reservation in jobs in
government institutions
and the public sector but
also that the private sec-
tor should also be held
liable for giving jobs to
persons with disabili-
ties. However, the Rights
of Persons with Disabili-
ties Act enacted in 2016
left the private sector
scot-free to continue
with its discriminative
policies. But in the gov-
ernment sector, the
reservation quota for
jobs was increased to four
per cent from three, and
the categories of disabil-
ity eligible to avail
reservation were also in-
creased from seven to 21.

Banks and the Rail-
ways are the two major
sectors that give employ-
ment to persons with
disabilities on a large
scale. The possibility of
working in banks and
railways arises with the
implementation of the
reservation policy as-
signed in the 2016 Act.
Although they have not
implemented the exact
percentage mandated in
the Act, still these two
institutions have gener-

ated more employment
for persons with disabili-
ties than any other public
sector institution.

Unfortunately, the in-
creasing amount of
non-performing assets,
coupled with the merger
of public sector banks,
have reduced jobs in the
banking sector. Simi-
larly, railway
recruitment has also been
slowed down by the
Union Government. Its
decision to privatize
most of our public sector
undertakings (‘PSUs’),
including banks and rail-
ways, has created a crisis
for the survival of these
institutions. With the
privatization of banks
and railways, persons
with disabilities em-
ployed by them might
lose their hard-earned
jobs. In the future, with
the absence of a reserva-
tion policy in the private
sector, they may never
get employment, despite
possessing the abilities
and skills.

After its victory in the
2019 general election, the
Modi government
adopted the policy of
disinvestment and
privatization on a mas-
sive scale, where almost
every month, our bu-
reaucrats came out with
a list of new PSUs which
will be privatised in or-
der to generate money
for the targeted amount
of Rs. 1.75 trillion, on the
pretext that this will be a
‘game changer’ for the
Indian economy.

But no one can accu-
rately explain how this
policy of disinvestment
will be beneficial for the
Indian economy. Will it
generate employment,
demand for goods and
services, increased tax
returns, and/or some-
thing else? But I am sure
that the selling of PSUs,
which has been termed
as ‘disinvestment’ or
‘monetization’ in order
to hide its negative con-
notation, will drastically
impact the lives of per-
sons with disabilities.
They will be left at the
mercy of private sector
employers, whose main

aim is to reduce human
work in preference to
technology and to create
a large amount of wealth
for their masters.

The government has
already passed an Act
that will allow the
privatisation of State-
owned general insurance
companies. Bankers had
protested the introduc-
tion of a bill in Parliament
which seeks to hand over
public sector banks to
private companies. Simi-
larly, from time to time,
workers of other PSUs
have also protested
against the privatization
of their institutions,
which was never re-
ported in the media.

The All India Bank
Officers’ Confederation,
while protesting against
the privatization of bank-
ing and the Banking
Laws (Amendment) Bill,
2021, said: “PSB mergers
have brought down the
number of public sector
banks from 27 to 12, set-
ting in motion the process
of employee retrench-
ment and bank branch
closures; total employee
strength of PSBs has fallen
from 8.57 lakh in March
2017 to around 7.7 lakh in
March 2021”. It means
that more than one lakh
jobs have been reduced
in the banking sector.

Imagine that with
bank mergers, one lakh
Indians have already
been left out from jobs in
the banking sector. In
this, with the calculation
of four per cent of
1,00,000, more than 4,000
jobs for persons with dis-
ability have been lost
directly.

People with disabili-
ties have to struggle
every day in their life:
from using public trans-
port to finding
companionship, from
finding education to
finding jobs, from find-
ing their voice to finding
their place in the world.
In all of this, the
privatization of public
sector units will serve as
another blow toward
their struggle for em-
powerment.

mosque was a national disgrace. Today’s RSS gov-
ernment converted national shame into Indian
cultural honour. In social media comments like,
“None demolished the mosque. It fell itself.” became
viral. Senior advocates Prashant Bhushan and Sanjay
Hegde felt that history would tell whether this judg-
ment was fair.

“As Tagore said, Justice is silent today. Weeping
is its alternative”, former Supreme Court Judge Justice
Ashok Kumar Ganguly said. This verdict increased
the communal, religious division of the society and
fear among Muslims. Congress, accused of wooing
Muslims for votes, weakened. The regional parties,
which were somewhat supportive of the Muslims,
became self-defendant. BJP’s religion-based elec-
tions, Hindu mobilisation made Muslims “others”.
They are losing faith in democracy and Constitution.
Concerns about injustices, irregularities and inse-
curity increased among them.

We know the incidents in the birthplace of Ram
on December 12,1992. Why and who did them, how
many lives were lost, how much public wealth was
burnt, who got political benefits, how secular, demo-
cratic and constitutional values are deteriorated, etc.
We legalized them. It is our nature to forgive cheaters
and forget frauds. They won many state and central
elections including Uttar Pradesh. Now we are shout-
ing in the graveyard. Under undeclared emergency,
unnamed Hindu-nation, Indianized neo fascist-
Nazism, do revision petitions, criminal appeals
accord justice?

Twist in Babri Mosque...
From Page 10

Disdvantaged Sections...
From Page 11
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Diary of
International

Events
C. Adhikesavan

It is the tradition of
communist parties
across the world to

express solidarity to any
country which is struggle
against the ruling regime’s
oppressive tactics. So the
Communist Party of
Swaziland is seeking sup-
port and solidarity in their
struggle. Life expectancy
in Swaziland, in southern
Africa, is the world’s
seventh lowest; its HIV/
AIDS prevalence is the
world’s highest, at 26 per
cent. 

Unemployment is 41
per cent, and wages for 80
per cent of workers are less
than 2 dollar per day.
Swaziland is an autocracy
headed by a king, and it’s
social and economic indi-
cators show that the people
are suffering under royal
rule.

A Communist Party
has existed in Swaziland
since 2011, even though
political parties are illegal
there. Many activists, in-
cluding Communists, are
forced to live abroad,
mainly in South Africa.
What follows in this article
is information about the
Communist Party of
Swaziland (CPS), its activi-
ties and goals, aspects of
Swazi history, and current
realities. The CPS urgently
needs international soli-
darity.

The National Union of
S t u d e n t s
m o b i l i z e d  m a s s e s  o f
young people, and the
police retaliated repeat-
edly with tear gas and
bullets. Amid the uprising,
the CPS called for legaliza-
tion of political
par t ies ,  over throw of
the ”tinkhundla system”
of control by chiefs in ru-
ral areas, and removal of
the king.

During May and into
June, the National Union
of Students organized
additional marches; 3,000
students advancing on a
police station were met
with tear gas and arrests.
Anti-government protest-
ers prevented 30,000 textile

Communist Party of Swaziland
Seeks International Solidarity

workers from entering
their factories. The govern-
ment responded
by banning demonstrations.

Anti-government pro-
tests, continuing for
weeks, climaxed on June
29, 2021. Swazi police and
soldiers initiated violent
repression.  Within days,
70 people were dead and
hundreds wounded.

Nationwide agitation
returned almost a year
later as opposition groups

prepared for the one-year
anniversary of the massa-
cre. The CPS, playing a
leading role, was targeted
early. The police captured
and tortured member
Bongi Nkumbula on
March 23. On July 13, they
were again surrounding
and approaching his
house, but he escaped.

CPS cadres organized
weekly “sunset rallies.”
They urged communities
to form “security councils”
to protect against police in-
cursions and organized
“welfare councils” to deal
with unmet housing, food,
education, and healthcare
needs.

In cooperation with the
People’s United Demo-
cratic Movement
(PUDEMO) and the Multi-
Stakeholder Forum, “a
platform of political par-
ties, trade unions, civil
society and other groups,”
the CPS carried out vigils,
set barricades, and called
for schools and businesses
to be closed on June 29, the
anniversary day.

Police attacks contin-

ued. Security “forces
shot live bullets at CPS
members and activists” on
June 26. Descending on
sections of Mastapha mu-
nicipality on June 28, they
raided two houses CPS
members were using as
organizing centers.

A writer in
2011 summarizes:  The
Swazi monarchy
“crushed the ambitions of
all Swazis, [except for] a
small parasitic elite based
within the monarchy. The

ambitions of the middle
classes were curtailed by
banning political parties
and those of the working
classes by suppressing the
labor movement. The
monarchy also enhanced
its power grip…by con-
trolling mineral royalties,
business, and land admin-
istration.”

A c c o r d i n g
to MRonline.org, “the
royal family receives a 25
per cent cut of all the min-
ing deals…and as of 2016
has a budget of 69.8 mil-
lion dollar . The King,
Mswati, has a net worth of
200 million dollar and he
controls a trust worth 10
billion dollar.”

The Swaziland monar-
chy has enjoyed absolute
power for centuries, even
during the period of Euro-
pean colonial domination
during the late 19th cen-
tury. A British
commissioner governed
Swaziland from 1902 un-
til Swazi independence in
1968. Even so, the monar-
chy exercised complete
control over  33 per cent of
Swaziland known as the

“native reserve.” On April
19, 2018, the 50th anniver-
sary of Swazi
independence, King
Mswati III renamed
Swaziland. Now, offi-
cially, it’s “the Kingdom of
Eswatini.”

The People’s United
Democratic Movement
(PUDEMO), formed in
1983 and a member of the
Socialist International,
plays a major role in Swazi
opposition politics. Others

are: the Political Parties As-
sembly, the Ngwane
National Liberatory Con-
gress, the Economic
Freedom Fighters of
Swaziland, and the
Swaziland Liberation
Movement.

The United States, Tai-
wan, and a few other
nations provide the mon-
archy with military
supplies. Two Taiwan-
supplied and U.S.- built
helicopters were used for
firing upon protesters in
June 2021. The United
States annually hosts
15 Swazi police officers at
its International Law En-
forcement Academy in
Botswana and trains secu-
rity personnel in the
United States. The U.S.-
based World Bank and
Taiwan have provided
Swaziland with generous
loans. Swaziland is the
only African country that
recognizes Taiwan diplo-
matically.

South Africa’s govern-
ment loaned 355
million euros to the cash-
strapped monarchy in
2011 and maintains sup-

portive relations.
Swaziland looks to South
Africa for 85 per cent of its
imports and 60% of its ex-
ports. The Congress of
South African Trade
Unions and the South Af-
rican Communist Party
have expressed support for
democracy efforts in
Swaziland.

CPS goals and strategies
are evident in
the statement the party
issued on its first appear-
ance in Swaziland in 2011.
These sections are reveal-
ing:

The CPS calls for the
“ending of the monarchic
autocracy and the transfer
of much of its wealth to the
immediate tasks of fighting
disease and the worst as-
pects of poverty (such as
access to water and sani-
tation) [and] the
confiscation of all crown
property.”

Also: the “demand for
democracy [as] a first step
in an ongoing struggle to
set our country on a totally
different development
path towards meeting all
the needs of our people
and creating a socialist sys-
tem.”

In a
s t a t e m e n t  a p p e a r i n g
on Solidnet.org on July 6,
2021, the CPS urged Com-
munist Parties of the world
to pay attention to “news
of what is happening in our
country, to pressure the au-
thorities in your respective
countries to condemn the
Mswati regime, … to lobby
South Africa … to take
more decisive positions
against the lack of democ-
racy and human rights in
Swaziland.”

Our concluding em-
phasis is on Swaziland’s
youth. They are many. Of
1.18 million Swazi
people  are less than 15
years of age. Young people
have loomed large in op-
posing the regime,
especially activist youth or-
ganizations like the
National Union of Stu-
dents and the Swaziland
Youth Congress,
PUDEMO’s youth group.
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Thus, the bulk of the
profits (68 per cent of the
profits) earned by the
banks goes for provi-
sions for bad loans and
write off of bad loans.
Thus, people’s money is
being looted by the
corporates.

Closure of Branches:
When the government
talks of inclusive growth
and taking service to all
people, in reality, the
number of branches is
coming down year after
year. We demand that
more new branches
should be opened espe-
cially in the unbanked
areas.

On July 13, 2022,
Arvind Panagaria,
former NIITI Aayog and

Reject Panagaria Report...
Poonam Gupta of Na-
tional Council of
Applied Economic Re-
search have submitted a
report suggesting
privatisation of all banks
because private banks
are more efficient.  It is a
vindictive and revenge-
ful report against public
sector banks.

They have completely
forgotten that in our
country so many private
banks have collapsed
due to in efficiency and
government banks had to
merge and rescue them.

They have forgotten
that 90 per cent of bad
loans are due from the big
private corporate com-
panies. They have also
forgotten that 98 per cent
of the Jan Dhan Yojana
accounts have been

opened by government
banks and not by private
banks.

They have forgotten
that loans to agriculture,
employment generation,
poverty reduction, rural
development, educa-
tion, health, women
empowerment, etc, are
given only by govern-
ment banks and not
private banks.

They have forgotten
that only PSBs have
opened branches in re-
mote rural villages and
not the private banks.

Even today there are
a lot of hidden mess in
private banks.  Past track
record of private banks
has been no good at all.

We demand rejection
of this report.

From Last Page
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) on July

26, 2022 slashed India’s growth forecast for 2022-23
by 80 basis points to 7.4 per cent, citing less favourable
external conditions and rapid policy tightening by
the central bank.

In its update to the April World Economic Out-
look, the IMF said that though a global recession in
2022 was ruled out with a growth estimate of 3.2 per
cent, the balance of risks was squarely to the down-
side, driven by a wide range of factors that could
adversely affect the global economic performance.

“The risk of recession is particularly prominent
in 2023, when in several economies growth is expected
to bottom out, household savings accumulated
during the pandemic will have declined, and even
small shocks could cause economies to stall. For
example, according to the latest forecasts, the United
States will have real GDP growth of only 0.6 per cent
in the fourth quarter of 2023 on a year-over-year basis,
which will make it increasingly challenging to avoid
a recession,” it said.

“The risks to the outlook are overwhelmingly
tilted to the downside. The war in Ukraine could lead
to a sudden stop of European gas imports from
Russia.

IMF Slashes GDP Growth
Forecast to 7.4 per cent
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India’s statutory audi-
tor, the Comptroller &
Auditor General of India,
is taking a deep dive to
ascertain the impact of
the old pension scheme
on finances after some
state governments de-
cided to revert to that. The
CAG has also started
work on a comprehen-
sive account of natural
resources in the country
that will aid
policymakers in plan-
ning their sustainable
utilisation.

The Centre had insti-
tuted a contributory
National Pension System
(NPS) for those joining
service from January 1,
2004, ending the costly
defined benefit regime.
States had over a period
joined the NPS.

CAG to Assess Impact of Old Pension Scheme
“We are doing a mod-

elling exercise to see how
it will impact govern-
ment finances,”

Comptroller and Au-
ditor General GC Murmu
said.

A division within the
CAG is looking at vari-
ous aspects of the switch
back including entitle-
ment and expenses to see
the long-term and short-
term impacts.

As part of the in-depth
examination of natural
resources in 28 states,
accounts have been com-
piled and under the
process of validation.
The CAG will be roping
in technical experts for
this first-ever exercise
that would cover miner-
als and

non-conventional re-
sources as well.

Post-pandemic, the
audit process has begun
to normalise and could
return to the
prepandemic stage soon.
“Prior to Covid, we were
doing on average 42-45
audits, which fell to 18-
20 during the pandemic
... We are now doing 33
on average for the union
government,” said an-
other official from the
CAG. “For state govern-
ments, it has almost
reached an average of
131 which shows that
now we are almost at the
same level as pre-pan-
demic.”

The official said the
CAG would soon be
completing a compre-

hensive audit of states of
health service delivery
including health man-
agement, existing
infrastructure at each
level, procurement, and
availability of personnel.

It will include a quali-
tative audit of the
services delivered in-
cluding turnaround time
taken with each patient,
implementation of the
National Rural Health
Mission and Ayushman
Bharat.

The CAG is also look-
ing at audits of local
bodies receiving sub-
stantial government
grants.

“We have created a
separate vertical for car-
rying out audits for local
bodies ... These need to

be strengthened as they
take empowerment at the
grass-root level,” the of-
ficial said.

In keeping with the
times, the CAG is trying
to use technology in the
audit process and all
field offices have been
integrated. The official
said with a lot of data
including on direct ben-
efit transfer and other
schemes now available
online, the CAG could
directly audit them with
IT tools or using artificial
intelligence.

“We will also be look-
ing at IT proficiency
besides accounting as a
skill set going forward as
part of the recruitment ...
We would be setting up
a committee to look into
recruitment rules soon,”
Murmu said.

Adani becomes world’s fourth richest.
India overtakes Nigeria as world’s pov-
erty capital with 83 million. Indians in
extreme poverty. SBI writes off Rs 12,770
crore Adani’s loan and now he wants
14,000 crore more from SBI. SBI deny NoC
to a farmer over non-payment of 31 paise.
It’s no figment of imagination of the op-
position; perhaps, that’s why the
government is running away from struc-
tured discussion on price rise in
Parliament. The prices of petrol were
increased 78 times while diesel rates were
increased 76 times in Delhi during the
financial year 2021-2022, according to
Rameswar Teli, MoS for Petroleum and
gas. The Union government made Rs. 16
lakh crore through the excise duty im-
posed on fuel between 2016 and 2022. –
Times of India, July 27.

***
Govt job rush: in 8 years, 22 crore ap-

plied, only 7.22 lakh were selected. The
broad trend suggests that the number of
candidates selected for government jobs
has been declining since 2014-15, with
2019-20 being the only exception. The
rush for government jobs continued
unabated over the last eight years but less
than 1 per cent of applications received
were selected. Of the 22.05 crore appli-
cations received from 2014-15 to 2021-22,
only 7.22 lakh or 0.33 per cent, were rec-
ommended for appointment in different
Central government departments, the

government informed the Lok Sabha. – The
Indian Express, July 28.

***
Explained: Fed Reserve rate hike, US

recession and impact on India. The US
economy is facing a curious situation. On
the one hand, it is experiencing a four-de-
cade high inflation rate and, on the other,
its unemployment rate is at five-decade
low.

In its continuing bid to cool down
raging inflation in the United States — at
9.1% in June, the inflation rate is at a four-
decade high — the Federal
Reserve or Fed (US’ central bank) decided
to raise the Federal Funds Rate target by
another 75 basis points on Wednesday.
Since March, the Fed has steadily pushed

up the targeted FFR from zero to almost
2.5% now. – The Indian Express, July 28.

***
‘You have a job in Lok Sabha’: BJP MP’s

5-year-old daughter leaves PM Modi in
splits. When PM Modi reportedly asked
Ahana Firojiya whether she knows who
he is, the 5-year-old replied, “Yes, I know
you are Modi ji. Aap TV par roz aatein
hain (you are on TV every day).” An in-
teraction with BJP MP Anil Firojiya’s
5-year-old daughter left Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in splits on Wednesday.
Firojiya, a BJP member from Madhya
Pradesh’s Ujjain, visited the Prime Min-
ister with his family at Parliament. India
Today, July 28.
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In 1969, major private banks were nationalised
in India.  In the last 53 years, these nationalised banks
have immensely contributed for the economic devel-
opment of our country. Thousands of branches have
been opened, particularly in the rural areas to serve
the common people.  Loans are being given to agri-
culture, small and medium industries, education,
major industries, rural development, infrastructure
sector, etc, in a big way.  Savings of the masses have
been mobilised by these banks to provide safety for
their savings.

Reject Panagaria Report on Bank Privatisation
C H Venkatachalam

Prior to
nationalisation  and even
after 1969, many  private
banks have collapsed
due to mismanagement
and people have lost
their savings.
Nationalised banks are
protecting the savings of
the people.  Nationalised
banks alone are giving
loans to priority sector.
The total deposits of
banks today is Rs 165
lakh crores and the total
loans disbursed is Rs 120
lakh crores.

The nationalised
banks have to be further
strengthened to serve the
people.  But the govern-
ment has announced that
nationalised banks will
be privatised.  If banks are
privatised, rural banking
will be affected.  Private
banks will not encour-
age rural banking. They
will be interested in mak-
ing more profits only.
Slowly only rich people
will be encouraged to
have accounts.  Hence,
AIBEA is opposing the
decision to privatise the
banks.

We are undertaking a
national campaign to
educate the people to
support our demand.
We are collecting signa-
tures from the people to
submit a mass petition to
the prime minister.

Dharna before Parlia-
ment:  From United

Forum of Bank Unions,
representing the nine

bank unions nemley
AIBEA, AIBOC, NCBE,
AIBOA BEFI, INBEF,

INBOC, NOBW, NOBO
we held a dharna before
Parliament on July 21,
2022 to express our pro-
test against the moves of
bank privatisation.

Strike in Banks:  We
have decided that if the
government will bring

any law to privatise the
banks during the ensu-
ing session of the

Parliament, then, there
would be intensified and
prolonged strikes in
banks.

AIBEA demands re-
covery of bad loans from
big companies:   The only
major problem in the
banks today is the in-
creasing bad loans
because of the default by
big corporate compa-
nies.  We have been

demanding action
against them to recover
the loans.  But the govern-
ment is giving them

NPA:  IBC HAIRCUT STORY Rs In crores

Borrower Loan amount Settled and Haircut  for
Resolved for Banks % IN FAVOUR OF

Essar 54,000 42,000 23 Arcelor Mittal
Bhushan Steels 57,000 35,000 38 Tatas
Jyothi Structures 8,000 3,600 55 Sharad sanghi
DHFL 91,000 37,000 60 Piramal
Bhushan Power 48,000 19,000 60 JSW
Electrosteel Steels 14,000 5,000 62 Vedanta
Monnet Ispat 11,500 2,800 75 JSW
Amtek 13,500 2,700 80 DVIL
Alok Industries 30,000 5,000 83 Reliance + JM Fin
Lanco Infra 47,000 5,300 88 Kalyan group
Videocon 46,000 2,900 94 Vedanta
ABC Shipyard 22,000 1,200 95 Liquidation
Sivasankaran
industries 4,800 320 95 % Father in law

more and more conces-
sions.

For the past six years,
bad loan accounts are
referred to Tribunals
under Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code IBC.
Instead of loan recovery,
these loans are being
sold to some other com-
panies for cheap rate and
banks have made huge
losses.

IBC has become a
method to loot public
money because banks
incur huge haircuts and
sacrifice in these deals.
Defaulters escape with-
out any penal action on
them.  Another corporate
company is taking over
these loans at cheap rates.

As on March, 2022,
Public Sector Banks’ To-
tal Gross Operating
Profit was 208,654 crores,
provisions for bad loans,
etc total Rs 1,41,918
crores and net profit af-
ter provisions is Rs
66,736 crores.

On Page 14

CPI general secretary D Raja addressing the bank employees protest in Delhi
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