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PANIPAT: A delega-
tion from Ginnaur led by the
joint secretary of the
Haryana state unit of the
Communist Party of India
Satendra Giri and district
secretary Sonipat were full
of enthusiasm as they re-
ceived CPI general secretary
D Raja and secretary CPI
and general secretary
AITUC Amarjeet Kaur
with garlands and slogans.
They led them in a proces-
sion with dozens of
motorcycles and cars up to
the Grain Market at
Panipat.

Impressive bike pro-
cession at Panipat: Party
comrades and sympa-
thizers in hundreds on
bikes and cars took out
the rally led by Daryao
Singh to the venue of
state conference. The

17th State Conference of Haryana CPI

CPI Will Continue to
Fight Exploitation

Daryao Singh Kashyap
procession passed
through Khadi Ashram,
Gohana Mod, Sanjay
Chowk, Bhimgauda
mandir before reaching
the place of conference
with slogans to welcome
the National leaders.
The whole route was
well decorated with
party flags and posters.

Open Session
The open session of

the two day conference
began at Shri Krishna
Mandir Dharamshala
named as Comrade
Raghubir Nagar Singh
Nagar, former secretary
of the state party in
Haryana. This session
was chaired by CPI vet-
erans Mamchand Saini
and Surat Singh. The
chairperson of the recep-
tion committee of the

conference Ram Ratan
conducted the proceed-
ings. General secretary,
CPI and former member
of Parliament D Raja, in
his inaugural address to
the open session spoke in
detail on the prevailing
international and na-
tional political and
economic scenario. He
said that ruling BJP gov-
ernment at the Centre is
treating the youth agitat-
ing in opposition to
Agnipath scheme as if
they are foreigners to the
country. He asserted that
young of our country are
future of the nation, they
have to carry forward the
responsibilities of nation
building and national
security. D Raja asserted

that the communist
movement would be rel-
evant as long as the
exploitation of man by
man continues. He said
that the CPI has always
been in the front ranks to
fight for the justice and
upliftment of the most
vulnerable and impov-
erished masses,
comprising of the work-
ing class and the farming
community of our coun-
try. He further said that
the Indian Constitution,
democratic system and
the working people are
in danger today. He reit-
erated that the CPI cadres
are ever ready to sacrifice
to defend Indian Consti-
tution, democratic
system and social har-
mony in the society. He
wanted the people to
support CPI in the

struggle for this cause.
Amarjeet Kaur narrated
that the CPI played sig-
nificant role in the
freedom movement of
our country against Brit-
ish colonial rule and
then in the days of post
independence, the role of
communists in the
nation’s all round self
reliant economic devel-
opment is tremendous.
She said contrary to that
the present ruling RSS-
BJP did not play any role
in the freedom move-
ment and rather were in
tacit support to the Brit-
ish rulers. She asserted
that the youth who were
made to believe
Narendra Modi when he
said that he would be
ensuring jobs to them, he
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CPI general secretary D Raja addressing the state conference
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EditorialEditorialEditorialEditorialEditorial
 We never had experience of loss of

democracy...Living in our multiplicity,
nobody has ever forced us to violate the
cultural limits. We have never been iso-
lated from the Other, in fact it never had
a separate identity.Yet, in the third decade
of the twentieth century, there was the
Rashtriya Swayam Sewak Sangh, born in
1925. Those in the West, like Gobineau,
Rosenberg and few others, as early as in
the nineteenth century, trying to find ways
to bring the ideology and culture of ra-
cialism in a wider domain, were busy
trying to establish ‘Aryan’ theory, in an
effort to create space for the writings of
Manu  Smriti, keeping up the traditions
of a racialist script. The myth that has been
created around the Aryan concept, re-
mains elusive, almost disappearing and
then at some stage, coming into life of its
own. It has discarded and pushed to one
side whatever richness we achieved in our
multiplicity. It has been Hitlerism in
Hindutva garb. It has only one purpose
for its existence, to absorb power, abso-
lute power, to reconstruct India as a
whole, politically, ideologically and also
historically. It has to be fundamentalist,
against multiplicity. The communal vio-
lence in Gujarat in 2002, is simply one
glimpse of the extent to which the fanati-
cism could go. It left around two thousand
dead, almost overwhelmingly Muslims.
They came, tortured, burnt alive the vic-
tims. The threatening footsteps, blood
curdling shouts sent death waves among
the victims, as they collapsed.

Then came the original ‘clean chit’, to
the crimes committed against the human-

Revival of Racial Script
ity and given by the SIT probing the kill-
ings and upheld by the Gujarat High Court.
It was repeated on Friday, June 23, the day
for Jumma prayers in mosques, when the
Supreme Court confirmed the clean chit.
Zakia Jafri had all the while kept up her
struggle to get justice against the murder
of her husband, Ehsan Jafri, committed
heinously by none other than the rightist
forces, but her entire complaint was thrown
to pieces. Every word of the ‘clean chit’
pierced through her as the apex court said,
“We don’t countenance the submission of
the appellant (Zakia Jafri) regarding infrac-
tion of rule of law regarding investigation
and the approach of the Magistrate and the
HIgh Court in dealing with the final report”.

Zakia Jafri’s appeal was found “devoid
of merits”, and deserving to be dismissed.
The SIT had found no “prosecutable evi-
dence”. Also, that petitioner No.2 Teesta
Setalvad had “vested interests” and wanted
to “keep the (Gujarat riots) pot boiling.”

It was just the reverse of what the expe-
rience showed till now, when the Supreme
Court of India stood firmly getting to jus-
tice. It was the apex court that had said some
time back while comparing the present with
the past that it was like Nero fiddling with
the music as Rome was burning. Those
were the days when the several interven-
tions that it made in the process had ensured
that no deviation would be allowed, pro-
cess would continue despite the
interventions from those powerful. It re-
fused to surrender to the powers that be and
got itself almost immune from pressure by
those above. With these assurances, the
court was firmly trying to protect those

standing at the receiving end, that the vic-
tims and survivors could hope for a fair
and just ending. In contrast to all this, soon
there was a short spurt of arrests, on June
24, of former Gujarat DGP RB Sreekumar
and the activist Teesta Setalvad. These de-
velopments were disturbing.The FIR
registered is based on extensive quotes
from the SC verdict and its annexures the
day before. On Friday (June 23), the SC
upheld the SIT’s clean chit in the 2002 riots
to the then Gujarat government led by
chief minister Narendra Modi refusing
to accept the charges of keeping alive a
larger conspiracy by high state function-
aries. The entire endeavor to get the
culprits on the dock failed. The failure was
shocking but not unknown. Miracle could
have surprised everyone if the case had
completed the course in pinning up the
charges, but obviously, it did not happen,
had no way left to happen. Those await-
ing the justice at the end were left to handle
the tragedy on their own, bearing the cross
of being alive.

In the same order, however, the Court
continued further with a worrying reflec-
tion. Its verdict said, and the FIR lodged
the next day faithfully quoted: “At the end
of the day, it appears to us that a coalesced
effort of disgruntled officials of the state
of Gujarat along with others was to cre-
ate sensation …to keep the pot boiling,
obviously for ulterior design… all those
involved in such abuse of process, need
to be in the dock and proceeded with in
accordance with law”. It is yet to be seen
how far we can achieve with the reality
of the slogan “Sab Ka Saath, Sab ka vikas”.

CPI Condemns
Udaipur Killing
CPI general secretary D Raja has in a twit-

ter message said the following on June 29, 2022
condemning the horrendous killing in Udaipur:

I strongly condemn the horrendous kill-
ing in Udaipur and demand stringent action.

Fundamentalism of any shade runs
counter to democratic values of tolerance,
freedom of speech & faith.

I urge all peace-loving people to come to-
gether for harmony as well as to isolate the
fundamentalists.

CPI Demands Immediate
Release of Teesta Setalvad

The National Secretariat of the Communist Party of India issued the following
statement on June 27, 2022, demanding immediate release of Teesta Setalvad and
others:

The National Secretariat of the Communist Party of India strongly con-
demns the arrest and subsequent detention of Teesta Setalvad and R B
Sreekumar, former DGP, who fought for bringing justice to the families
of the victims of the 2002 Gujarat massacre. Teesta Setalvad is a renowned
fighter against communalism and for democratic rights of the people and
her untiring efforts have been appreciated by even UN.

The Supreme Court verdict in this regard has raised several questions.
However, the Union home minister and Gujarat Police have gone ahead
to arrest them.

Her arrest along with others is a hard blow to the democratic polity of
the country. It also adversely effects the right of the people to question
the role of the government when such inhuman riots, targeting one sec-
tion of the population, resulting in the killings of hundreds takes place.

The party reiterates its stand that all those responsible for the massa-
cre must be brought to book.
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The military recruitment drives are ‘festive times’ in
some of the states in north India. Village elders bless the
youth going for the tests. Women folk would send the sons
(now daughters too) with tilak and best wishes. In some
of the families it is the third or fourth generation that is
now aspiring for ‘Vardi’ (coveted uniform). ‘Fauj’ (mili-
tary) is almost like their second religion.  Many movies of
Bollywood reflect these sentiments. Army men brought
not only honour to their villages but also prosperity and
development. Somewhat similar culture prevails in some
of the areas down south from where regular recruitment
for the army takes place.

Agnipath that Leads Nowhere
Dr Yugal Rayalu

All this changed
with the recent
decision of the

NDA government to
completely change the
form of recruitment of
soldiers to the three
wings of the armed forces
of India. Like all their
programmes, this
programme is also high
in volume and low in
content. The new scheme
is being called ‘Agnipath’
the path of fire! The name
comes from Hindu phi-
losophy which means a
difficult yet sacred path.
And the young recruits
who would go by this
path will be called,
“Agniveer”, the fire sol-
dier! That is the
speciality of a propagan-
dist government;
whatever you do, talk a
lot about it!

For decades soldiers
were being recruited
from towns and villages
of this great country. Our
soldiers have given their
best services to the moth-
erland with their
exemplary sacrifices and
highest levels of valour!
Yet, with all simplicity
they all called themselves
just the citizens of the
country.  And a grateful
nation took care of these
brave sons and their
families till the end. The
families of the martyrs
(soldiers) were taken
care of by the state with
pension and medical fa-
cilities. We all lived like
a big family. Not now!

Modi government has
categorically said no to
the pension of the

Agniveers! Like all their
privatisation schemes,
the BJP say a big no to
‘Welfare of the soldiers
or their family. Fend for
yourself is the new man-
tra of the new
government.

Topsy Turvy
Scheme

An army does not win
only by force of the weap-
ons. If this had been the
case, all armies of the
world would be same in
terms of the effectivity of
their operations. But
then army wins a battle
on the strength of the
commitment and levels
of the motivation of its
soldiers. This comes af-
ter a long tireless
training of the new re-
cruits that goes on for
more than two years.

As the Agnipath
scheme is only for four
years in the first step,
many experts are con-
cerned about the levels
of motivation and com-
mitment in absence of
the proper training. Lt.
General D. S. Hooda
(retd) expressed his con-
cern in an interview with
‘The Hindu’ (June 24,
2022). He said, “ … Will
people who join only for
four years, and who are
possibly looking at the
military as a stepping
stone for future career,
have the same levels of
morale and motivation
that you find among sol-
diers who are
permanently in the mili-
tary?”.

Earlier the youth
joined the army for life-

time. The entire family
would become a mili-
tary family. With a solid
backing of the welfare
apparatus of the military
establishment the brave
soldiers would not hesi-
tate even for a moment in
putting their lives at the
service of the mother-
land. This brought in a
high level of commit-
ment and
professionalism in the
Indian army, navy and
the air force. The country
cared for the soldiers and
the soldiers gave their

best to the nation.
The Agnipath scheme

is like a contract for four
years. Some retired offic-
ers opined that it takes
four or five years for
people to be trusted on
the systems. For about
four years the new re-
cruits are under the
regular supervision and
guidance of a senior per-
son of the battalion or the
command.

Unfortunately in the
Agnipath scheme, by the
time an airman is com-
pleting his or her
learning it would be time
for 75 percent of them to
say good bye. A lot of
talent would be wasted.
And also, a lot of money.
So at all time most of the
soldiers in the army, navy

or the air force would be
raw. What will happen to
the combat compatibil-
ity? That is an untested
question so far as the new
scheme called Agnipath
is concerned.

Stepmotherly
Treatment

It would be shocking
for many to know that the
Agniveers will be form-
ing a distinct group in
the military with a differ-
ent insignia on their
uniforms for the four
years. Only those who
are retained (25 percent)
beyond the four year
period of Agnipath
scheme would be given
regular Army/Navy/
Air force insignia. This
type of demarcation has
never happened in In-
dian military, that has
always stood on the prin-
cipals of equality,
overcoming the barriers
of caste religion and lan-
guage.  This type of
demarcation between
Agniveers and the regu-
lar military personnel
could be demoralising.
A lot of work has to be
done to nullify the im-
pact of such a
demarcation. Experts are
divided on the impact of
such an arrangement.

Another area of con-
cern is the period after the
completion of four years.
Three fourth of the force
would move out (no re-
tirement, it’s
retrenchment) with some
amount in hand. No pen-
sion, no social support,
and no identity. Very
soon the lure of military
would wane and there
will be dearth of healthy
competent men/women
in our armed forces.

The Real Benefi-
ciaries

The spokesperson of
the BJP in spite of their
best efforts could not hide
the real intention of the
scheme. Now and then

they keep spilling out the
beans. All those (75per-
cent) who would be
shown the door after four
years in the force, would
be given priority in secu-
rity services of the private
sector. Thus the real ben-
eficiaries of the Agnipath
scheme would be the
corporate sector who
would get trained secu-
rity personnel for their
enterprises at the ex-
pense of the taxpayer.
Without spending a
single rupee, the corpo-
rate friends of the present
government would get
skilled and trained
guards for their gates!

It has been reported
that members of RSS
shakhas are being moti-
vated to join Agnipath
Scheme in large numbers.
This would kill two birds
by a single stone. Firstly,
it would send a signal that
youth have accepted the
scheme, showing full
faith on the designs of
Narendra Modi and his
government. Secondly
the RSS would be able to
establish deep relation-
ship with the three wings
of Indian military. The
second one could have
alarming consequences.
Till the Modi regime
came, our military was
politically neutral. The
armed forced had alle-
giance only to the
motherland. BJP govern-
ment has changed all that.
Today the Generals also
speak the language of the
party in power. This is
dangerous!

Social Impact
Sociologists believe

that a long term employ-
ment brings peace and
prosperity to a society.
The best way to minimise
crime in the society is to
educate and employ all
the young people of the
society. Long term mean-
ingful and purposeful
engagement reduces

On Page 06
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What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .

On June 29, 2022, at the
call of All India Youth Fed-
eration, and the student
and youth organizations
of the Left parties, a one-
day protest was held at
Jantar Mantar in the na-
tional capital in protest
against the ‘Agnipath
scheme’.

AIYF national general
secretary R. Thirumalai
addressed the vast masses
that were present in the
meeting organised on the
eve and said that this
scheme is a fraud to elude
the youth of India. The
government has no inten-
tion of offering any job to
the youth in the country.
In fact it has sold away all
the assets in the country
cheap that were built on
the tax money of the people
and the seventy percent of
the national wealth has
gone in the hand of the ten
percent. Prices are rising,
unemployment is surging
at an unprecedented rate.
Discontent among people
is also brewing up. But
there is no one who would
listen to their woes. There
is no regular employment

AIYF-AISF Protest Against Agnipath Scheme

opportunities, everything
is on contract and that too
only short lived, like the
Agnipath scheme. This is
a new form of escaping
from owning up the re-
sponsibility. India is the
country with the largest
number of youth and if
today their energy is not
used properly, then no one
can stop the country from
taking it to the trough.

AIYF national president
Sukhjinder Mahesri
termed the short-term
‘Agnipath scheme’ as play-
ing with the security of the
country and said that there
should never be a provision
like short-term services in
the army. Such services
will also make the future
of the youth uncertain. Ac-
cording to him, the work
should be guaranteed and

if the government is unable
to provide them work, then
one must get unemploy-
ment allowance.

AISF national general
secretary Vicky Mahesari,
while pointing to the bleak
future of students and
youth, said that this gov-
ernment is constantly
playing with the future of
students and youth.

In the said program,

apart from the associates
of All India Youth Federa-
tion (AIYF), Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh, Punjab, and more
than 10 organizations of
Left parties also partici-
pated. All the
organizations called in one
voice that till this scheme
is not canceled or its short-
comings are not
eliminated, we will con-
tinue to protest against it.

In Ukraine’s shadow
In Germany, as in much of the world in recent months, Ukraine cast a long

shadow. At the summit of the G7, also attended by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the leaders of South Africa and Indonesia, among others, the mes-
sage was clear: The US and its allies foresee a prolonged conflict in Ukraine
and they will continue to support Volodymyr Zelenskyy and the people of
Ukraine in their fight against a militarily superior neighbour. For now, the
differences within the G7 with regard to their reliance on Russian commod-
ity exports, especially the dependence on Russian natural gas, have been put
aside, and the grouping has vowed to “align and expand targeted sanctions
to further restrict Russia’s access to key industrial inputs, services and tech-
nologies”. With the NATO summit following the G7 meet, the contours of
the strategic conversation around Ukraine were laid out.

Modi reiterated New Delhi’s position in unequivocal terms — there must
be an immediate cessation of hostilities in Ukraine, and dialogue and diplo-
macy are the way forward. While the resolve to sideline Russia and support
Ukraine “for as long as it takes” appears to hold firm at the moment, popular
support to act against Moscow may wane as the war drags on and econo-
mies continue to suffer the pain. The fact is that as the conflict has progressed,
its effects have been felt far beyond Europe. Food and fuel inflation continue
to be on the rise and have hit the poorest people and nations the hardest. If
the conflict gains new momentum in the winter, the global community must
find ways to offset the economic and humanitarian crisis that will likely ensue,
in Europe and beyond.

On the economic front, the Partnership for Global Infrastructure and In-
vestment (PGII) announced by US President Joe Biden holds promise. Under
it, the G7 has committed to invest $600 billion by 2027 in a host of countries,
including India, “in critical infrastructure that improves lives and delivers
real gains for all of our people”. The PGII aims to act as both an alternative
and foil to China’s Belt and Road Initiative, which has lately been seen as
imposing an untenable debt burden on developing economies such as Sri
Lanka and Pakistan. Along with the reasonable request by India for greater

investment by the developing world in clean technologies to mitigate climate
change, the PGII could help build a more resilient global economy.

Courtesy: The Indian Express

Shooting messengers
Bombay HC’s Nagpur bench has struck a powerful blow against misuse

of IPC’s criminal defamation provision. It ruled that a newspaper fairly re-
porting information in the public domain without insinuation or innuendo
cannot attract defamation charges. The case involved a Marathi daily that
had reported on a police FIR in 2016. The person booked in the FIR subse-
quently lodged a criminal defamation complaint. He claimed the newspaper
hadn’t done due diligence, citing as defence the charge-sheet in the case not
naming him an accused.

The Nagpur bench rightly concluded that registration of crimes, filing of
cases in courts, progress of investigations, and arrest of persons constitute
“news events which public has the right to know”. A FIR may predate a charge-
sheet by several weeks, months or years. No reporter can know a case’s trajectory
at its inception. Moreover, FIRs are public documents, uploaded on police
websites. The bench noted that a newspaper isn’t expected to investigate a
FIR’s contents and verify its truthfulness but to report facts correctly. Of course,
journalists should follow best practices, and seek the other side’s version.
But sometimes this isn’t possible when reporting on breaking news like reg-
istration of cases or arrest of persons.

Criminal defamation is particularly problematic, allowing complainants
to claim the accused had intention to harm reputation. Claiming defama-
tion on intent to harm reputation sets a very low and subjective bar for
prosecution. Tamil Nadu’s AIADMK governments were infamous for lodg-
ing criminal defamation cases indiscriminately against journalists. With public
prosecutors appearing, magistrates often take cognisance of even frivolous
matters, prompting a dash to HCs for relief. Sometimes, multiple cases are
filed in faraway places because the statute even allows offences only “partly
committed” in that jurisdiction. This is punishment disguised as process.
The UK’s history of murderous duels to settle slander and insults is said to
have precipitated criminal defamation’s entry as a modern penal offence.
But the British decriminalised defamation in 2009. India must shed this co-
lonial baggage, too, and get an effective civil libel law.

Courtesy: The Times of India
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For the past three years India’s economy had to
face the worst pandemic and Ukraine-Russia war
which impacted global production and prices. These
external shocks however only exacerbated the ail-
ments that existed before the pandemic contributed
by the unwary internal shocks of demonetisation and
the imposition of the GST regime. The denial of the
protracted impact of the pandemic and the conse-
quent contraction of the economy required instead
targeted strategies for revival of the eroded output
and employment.

Redistribute High Corporate Profits
Among Poor to Boost Demand

Sanjay Roy

What seems
to have
o v e r -

whelmed the right
concerns of the extraor-
dinary situation were a
wishy-washy stimulus
and somewhat impru-
dent celebration of the
recovery. In contrast to
the rosy picture propa-
gated through the media
that the economy is re-
covering fast, the reality
on the contrary indicates
that we have a long way
to go. The Indian
economy is in the midst
of slow growth, high in-
flation and high
unemployment. On the
top of that there has been
depreciation of rupee
and major out flow of
capital to advanced
economies and a debt
overhang which is likely
to increase with rising
interest rates. The quar-
terly estimates of GDP
figures released by the
National Statistical
Organisation on May 31,
2022, do not reflect an
impressive recovery of
the Indian economy.

In spite of the fact that
we are still not out of the
pandemic but the eco-
nomic disruptions due
to lockdown and initial
supply bottlenecks eased
out over time. According
to the estimates India’s
economy grew by 8.7 per
cent in the financial year
2021-22, which appears
to be impressive but has
been calculated on the
back of (-)6.6 percent con-
traction in the financial

year 2020-21. In fact, in
constant 2011-12 prices
our GDP in the year
2019-20was Rs 145.16
lakh crores which has
increased only to Rs
147.35 lakh crores in 2021-
22. This essentially
means that we have
barely crossed the pre-
pandemic levels after
three years. Also the real
GDP growth in quarter
four over quarter three of
2021-22 records a growth
rate of 6.7 per cent but the
seasonally adjusted
growth rate of real GDP
during this period has
been only 0.71 per cent.
Noteworthy that the an-
nual per capita GDP
estimated in 2021-22 is
Rs 1.07 lakh and that is
still less than the Rs 1.08
lakh annual per capita
GDP of 2019-20.

In terms of sectoral
performance agriculture
records a decline in
growth rate from 3.3 per
cent annual growth in
2020-21 to 3 per cent in
2021-22. In all other sec-
tors the annual growth
rates are higher than that
of the previous year’s fig-
ures but with a caveat that
annual growth figures do
not actually portray the
slowing down of the un-
derlying recovery
process. For instance,
India’s manufacturing
shows a growth of 9.9
per cent in the financial
year 2021-22 which was
(-) 0.6 per cent in the year
before but if we compare
quarterly figures on a
year to year basis we see
that in the fourth quarter

of the 2021-22 financial
year, manufacturing suf-
fered a contraction once
again of (-)0.2 percent
compared to the fourth
quarter of 2020-21.

Sometimes instead of
growth rates measured
in the backdrop of a con-
traction, absolute figures
inconstant prices help us
understand the extent of
recovery. The manufac-
turing value added in
2019-20 was Rs 22.6lakh
crores in 2011-12 prices
which reached to only Rs
24.7 lakh crores incon-
stant price level in the
financial year 2021-22. In
case of construction there
is hardly any revival al-
though annual estimates
of the 2021-22 shows a
growth of 11.5 per cent.
But if we compare the
fourth quarter estimates
of 2021-22 with the fig-
ures of the same quarter
of a year before, the
growth is only 2 per cent.
In terms of absolute fig-
ures at constant prices
the size of the construc-
tion sector value added
in 2019-20 was Rs 10.4
lakh crores and after three
years in constant 2011-12
prices the size of the sec-
tor stands at Rs 10.7 lakh
crores in 2021-22. The
other important sector
within services ‘Trade-
hotels, transport,
communication and ser-
vices related to
broadcasting’ is yet to
touch the pre-pandemic
levels. In terms of annual
growth rate figure this
sector registers a growth
of 11.1 per cent on the
back of a contraction of (-
) 20.2 per cent in 2020-21.

One can easily make
out that the high growth
registered in the 2021-22
is primarily because of
the contracted base of the

previous year. But if we
see the absolute figures
in constant (2011-12)
prices this sector re-
corded a gross value
added of Rs 26.9 lakh
crores in the pre-pan-
demic financial year
2019-20. In the financial
year 2021-22 at the same
price level the gross
value added of the sec-
tor reaches Rs 23.8 lakh
crores which is still short
of the pre-pandemic lev-
els. For some sectors such
as finance, insurance, real
estate and business ser-
vices the recovery has
been fast may be because
these are sectors which
are less contact intensive
and hence remained less
affected by the pandemic.
In fact, the stock market
recovered much before
the real economy picked
up which simply reflects
the fact that speculative
gains hardly resonate
with the state of the real
economy. But what
seems to be worrying is
that the three sectors re-
tail trade, construction
and manufacturing to-
gether account for the
major chunk of non-agri-
cultural employment in
India and the recovery in
these sectors had not
been encouraging.

The private final con-
sumption expenditure
which accounts roughly
about 57 per cent of our
GDP on the expenditure
side is yet to recover from
the perils of pandemic.
Huge number of job loss
and income cuts and also
precautionary spending
due to uncertainties and
expectation of inflation in
the future has consis-
tently slowed down the
growth of consumption
expenditure. Comparing
the annual figures of
2021-22 and 2020-21 the
growth in consumption
expenditure is 7.9 per
cent. But the story does

not end with annual fig-
ures.

In the first quarter of
2021-22 the growth re-
bounded from negative
territory of (-) 6.0 per cent
of the last quarter of 2020-
21 to positive 14.4 per
cent growth in the first
quarter of 2021-22. This
was due to the pent up
demand accumulated
during periods of
lockdown and related
disruptions in move-
ments of goods and
services. But in succes-
sive quarters the growth
of consumption expen-
diture fell to 10.5 per cent
in the second quarter fol-
lowed by 7.4 per cent in
the third quarter and fi-
nally to 1.8 per cent in the
fourth quarter of 2021-22.
This implies that the
growth of private final
consumption expendi-
ture has slowed down
even after the pandemic.

The real per capita
annual private final con-
sumption expenditure in
India stood at 61.6 thou-
sand rupees in 2019-20 in
2011-12 prices and after
three years per capita
private final consump-
tion expenditure in21-22
in constant prices has
been less which is 61.2
thousand rupees. The
other constituents in the
expenditure side par-
ticularly Gross Fixed
Capital Formation which
indicates investments
and accounts for 32.5
percent of GDP shows an
annual growth of 15.8 per
cent in 2021-22 compared
to the previous year. But
here also the growth of
investment shows a con-
sistent decline in each
successive quarter. It is
understandable that im-
mediately after the
lockdown all expendi-
tures recorded a steep
rise primarily because of
a low contracted base

On Page 12
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crime to a great extent. Earlier when a soldier retired
after putting up 15 or 20 years of service, he would
have a solid foundation for the development of his
family and children. While pension took care of the
basic needs of the family, welfare backing of the mili-
tary took care of his children and parents. The
ex-military man would lead a life of dignity in the
society and would become a role model for the new
generation.

The biggest worry of the sociologists about the
post Agnipath scenario is that a large number of
weapon trained youth would enter the society with-
out any guarantee of a dignified life. The path they
would choose will depend a lot upon the then socio-
political situation.

The pressure of a jobless existence could easily
break the fabrics of social ethos and morality. Add
to this the weapon capability. Assured of a digni-
fied post retirement life the ex service personnel rarely
pic up fights. Guns, never. They usually keep away
from troubles. Social welfare keeps all tension away
from them. But then the Agnipath is an entirely dif-
ferent scheme. There are no post-retirement benefits.
In fact there is no retirement. It is just a ’good bye’
without benefits. The money that is being advertised
is actually a deduction from the salary of the
Agniveer. It is his own money to which the govern-
ment will add its contribution. Every moth Rs 9000
are deducted from the salary and the government
would contribute equal amount.

A young man getting Rs 11 Lakhs at the age of
twenty five, without any proper planning is actu-
ally a big risk for the ex-serviceman and the society.
Added to this is the fact of malleability of one’s char-
acter in absence of proper guidance. The only
guarantee against any such mishap is the immedi-
ate employment of all such ex-service personnel.
Former chief of Indian navy Admiral Arun Prakash
has rightly asked the industrialists to furnish the fig-
ures of the employment provided by them to the
ex-service personnel in the recent years. Few indus-
trialists were shouting from their roof tops that they
would absorb most of the 75 percent Agniveers afters
they would come out after four years.

The wise always listen to better counsel, goes an
old saying. This is very relevant in case of Agnipath
scheme. When India is facing acute unemployment,
Indian military could have raised some hopes. Killing
even those hopes is almost betraying the younger
generation. Indian military has always done its best
under all circumstances because the nation and the
society respected the men and women of the mili-
tary. Today that respect and support is being snatched
away by few short-sighted corporate supporting
politicians and economists. This could damage the
interests of the nation in the long term. When the re-
sults of this lopsided model come, it would be too
late. There won’t be a return path. Scars would re-
main.

Agnipath is a road to nowhere!

From Page 3

Agnipath that Leads...CPI Condemns Arrest of
Journalist Zubair

The National Secretariat of the Communist Party of India issued the follow-
ing statement on June 28, 2022 condemning the arrest of Alt News journalist
Mohammed Zubair:

The National Secretariat of the Communist Party of India condemns
the arrest of Alt News co-founder Mohammed Zubair on charges of hurting
religious sentiments for a tweet he posted in 2018.

He was arrested on June 27 in New Delhi and remanded for a day in
police custody.

The Party said that his arrest was an attack on the freedom of press
and the people’s right to know the facts.

The Party demands immediate release of the journalist and withdrawal
of all cases against him.

Rush Relief to Assam
Flood Victims: CPI

The National Secretariat of the Communist Party of India issued
the following statement on June 24, 2022, urging both the Union and
Assam governments to rush help to the flood-hit people of Assam:

The national secretariat of the Communist Party of India notes with
all concern and pain that the devastating floods caused by incessant
rains in Assam have badly hit normal life in the state. Despite the
fact that water is slowly receding, the two rivers, Brahmaputra and
Barak, along with their tributaries are in spate in most of the affected
districts as vast tracts of land remain inundated. Lakhs of people have
lost their dwellings, employment and their hard-earned belongings.

The national secretariat urges both the Union and Assam govern-
ments to rush help immediately, including medical aid.

On World Environment Day AISF
Organises Plantation Drive

JANMU: All India Stu-
dents’ Federation (AISF)
organised plantation
drives across all its units
in Jammu region on the
occasion of 49th World En-
vironment Day, which is
celebrated on June 5 ev-
ery year.

The Plantation Drive
was organized by the
Federation’s units in
Udhampur, Ramban,
Reasi, Jammu districts of
Jammu and Kashmir
with the sole purpose of
highlighting the impor-
tance of saving our
precious environment. 

The theme for World
Environment Day 2022 is
‘Only One Earth’. The
day was first designated
by the UN General As-
sembly on June 5, 1972
and was first celebrated

on June 5, 1974. 
“We as humans have

shattered the normal bal-
ance of Earth, which is
slowly making our envi-
ronment unfavourable
for our survival,” said
the state joint secretary of
AISF, Thakur Surjeet
Dhowan.

He added that it is sad
that the environment to-
day is being damaged by
a number of human ac-
tivities including
deforestation, mining,
industrialisation, etc. It is
to reduce this damage
due to human interfer-
ence with the
environment the United
Nations came up with an
idea of observing World
Environment Day to raise
awareness on environ-
mental protection.

Hence, it is our duty to re-
verse the harm we have
done and make our envi-
ronment favourable. 

On the occasion, AISF
district president
Ramban conveyed the
message that the life of
human beings is going to
be very adversely
unfavourable because of
the deforestation drive
being carried out for our
personal use. Now we
have the responsibility to
control the global warm-
ing trough plantation
drive and making the un-
successful the moves of
a n t i - f o r e s t a t i o n
elements. Various forest
department officers also
took part in the
programme along with
students. 
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STUDY &
STRUGGLE

C. Adhikesavan

The Constitution of In-
dia talks about equality,
but, the education policy
of the RSS-BJP government
is creating inequality
among the students, par-
ticularly doing injustice to
the economically and so-
cially marginalised
students through their so-
called exams and exam
patterns.  The policy-mak-
ers from the RSS-BJP
government have an un-
canny knack for finding
solutions to existing prob-
lems that create even more
problems. The recent an-
nouncement that
admissions to 45 UGC-
funded Central
Universities will now be
exclusively through the
Central University En-
trance Test (CUET) is a case
in point. The apparent rea-
son, of course, is to “create
a level field”.

The story seems famil-
iar: the university
admissions system has
been riddled with very
high admission cutoffs for
many subjects/institu-
tions, students from those
examination boards which
award high marks have an
advantage over those that
award low marks. Last
year, there was even a case
of apparent ”marks
jihad” when students from
the Kerala state board took
a lion’s share of the seats
on offer. What is the solu-
tion to this problem?
Dump board examina-
tions for university
admissions and replace
them with an entrance
test.

But the problem is with
the board examinations,
and not with the admis-
sions process which was
merely using their scores.
The solution lies in ad-
dressing the problems
associated with board ex-
aminations and not in
changing the admissions
system.

Here are some very ob-

CUET to Cause Unequal
Affordability among Students

vious things that should
have been done long ago:

E n d i n g
the ”moderation” of the
actual marks that students
get in their board examina-
tions because this is what
leads to marks inflation,
ultra-high scores
(and strange peaks at “95
per cent” in CBSE 12th
boards); the entire process
is non-transparent and de-
void of any
scientifically-validated
basis.

The distribution of
marks from various board
examinations should have
been compiled for the last
5 or 10 years; a statistical
analysis would have al-
lowed an equivalence to be
established between differ-
ent boards. In short, this
would have allowed us to
conclude that 90% of the
X Board is “equal” to 75
per cent of the Y Board.
Worldover, renowned in-
stitutions maintain some
data of this type to get a
sense of how to compare
students from X and Y
boards. Institutions abroad
that admit international
students, based on the
school graduation marks,
sometimes track relevant
data across boards located
in different countries!

A coordination council,
with of representatives of
different boards and the
relevant central agencies -
like the NCERT - involved
with school education,
should have calibrated
what parts of a national

curriculum would be com-
mon across boards, and
what “best” pedagogical
practices (i.e teaching-
learning, testing-grading)
should be accepted univer-
sally. Without these, the
“big” boards - CBSE, ICSE
- will continue to dominate
in every way over all other
boards, as they do today.
The Council of Boards of
S c h o o l
Education (COBSE) should
have resolved these issues
many years ago.

These measures would
have made board marks
more meaningful - without
all the inflation and mys-
terious peaks - and
comparable across boards.
These may have even al-
lowed us to lower the
stakes - if not get rid of -
some of the more excruci-
ating entrance
examinations like the JEE
and the NEET.

Instead, the proposed
solution - the CUET - has,
in one stroke, hammered
the last nail into the coffin
of board examinations by
making them of no rel-
evance at all. Teaching will
quickly orient towards
scoring well in the en-
trance examination.
Students will still have the
stress of clearing board ex-
aminations. A
rote-learning system,
which was anyway of lim-
ited significance, will sink
to even lower levels of im-
portance, and merely
become a rite of passage,

an empty exercise in formal
credentialing.

But here are the other -
very likely - “unantici-
pated” consequences of
this decision:

Whatever little “long-
form” learning students
do in school will be ne-
glected, displaced by the
urgent need to “focus” on
objective-type questions in
the CUET. We can say
goodbye to even the lim-
ited amount of
reading-writing skills that
are imparted in school,
however imperfectly. A
Multiple Choice Question
(MCQ) format will be em-
phasized. This is perhaps
the worst way to evaluate
people for most subjects,
especially the arts, litera-
ture, social sciences and
even some parts of natural
sciences.

India is going to witness
a dramatic  expansion of
the already-giant coach-
ing industry, dabbling in a
much greater variety of
subjects than they do to-
day. The biggest marketing
opportunity has just been
delivered to this industry
on a platter. The number
of aspiring candidates here
run into crores, compared
to JEE and NEET, where
the numbers are of the or-
der of lakhs. Given that the
most significant issue with
coaching is affordability-
related inequity, the CUET
will add very generously to
more inequity. The “col-
laborations” between
schools and coaching
classes will grow in num-
bers and importance.

Soon India will see the
transformation of natural
intelligence into artificial
intelligence, literally, with
the creation of question
banks and practice an-
swers based on pattern
recognition. Knowledge
will be replaced by bits of
information.

It is ironic that the NEP
is being cited to justify the

creation of an entrance
examination that will
make the school experience
even more mechanical. We
should not be surprised if
more and more students
graduating from school,
equipped mostly with su-
perficial knowledge, come
under the influence of
the ”WhatsApp Univer-
sity”.

Policy-making in this
sphere seesaws to ex-
tremes. In 2013, the board
examination scores were
given weight  in the JEE
system for admission to en-
gineering institutes.
Dubious methods - with-
out any scientific basis and
data analysis - were devised
to “normalize” board ex-
amination scores across
b o a r d s
(see here and here for the
full story). Paens were
sung to the importance of
school education to justify
this measure, but there was
no recognition of the ail-
ments that afflict the school
system. Then, in 2017, this
measure was withdrawn
because it was found that
marks could not be normal-
ized properly because - lo
and behold - the boards
were so different! We now
see an expansion of this
policy - of the primacy of
entrance examinations - to
all university admissions
as well.

Entrance examinations
for engineering and medi-
cal institutions have
survived for decades only
because of the “level play-
ing field” and the “board
marks are not reliable”
arguments. A lot that
should have been done
earlier can still be done
right away, as mentioned
above, to reform the board
examinations so that they
can be used for university
admissions. There is no
point in inflicting yet an-
other grand entrance
examination upon stu-
dents.
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At least seven
generations
of B Narsing

Rao’s ancestors lived in
Burgula village, 68 km
from Hyderabad. During
the final years of
Golconda kingdom un-
der Qutb Shahi, some of
them turned to diamond
and pearl trade.
Narsing’s ancestors were
Maktedars, who were
granted clusters of vil-
lages by jagirdars.
Narsing’s grand-father
was one such.

Burgula Narsing Rao
(BNR) was born in vil-
lage Burgula on March
14, 1932. The family had
several freedom fighters.
BNR was the eldest of
nine chidren of B
Venkateshwara Rao and
Neela Devi. Their house
was an open place and
shelter for numerous
people. Neela Devi used
to feed countless like a
mother. His father B
Venkateshwar Rao and
uncle, elder to father, B
Ramakrishna Rao and
some others were in-
volved in the anti-Nizam
and freedom movement.
The nationalist Urdu
daily ‘Imroze’ was pub-
lished from their house,
edited by Md Shoebullah
Khan. Narsing’s uncle, Dr
Burgula Ramakrishna
Rao, was the first elected
chief minister of the erst-
while Hyderabad state.

Education
With hardly any

schools around,
Narsing’s father opened
a school in the house it-
self, where Narsing had
his primary education.

Burgula Narsing Rao: Outstanding Student,
Anti-Nizam Leader and Reformer

He learned English,
Urdu, Telugu, Persian
and Sanskrit. Soon after-
wards, the family moved
to Hyderabad due to a
land dispute. His father
was a nationalist and
close to Congress.

Narsing joined Vivek
Vardini School, a nation-
alist institution,
Hyderabad, and studied
there from 1941 to 1946.
He started wearing
khadi. In 1942, he joined
a big procession of stu-
dents, his first exposure
to lathis and tear gas: that
was Quit India Move-
ment. He was soon to join
the Andhra Mahasabha.
He also joined national
camp of Rashtriya Seva
Dal of Congress in 1945
held in Wardha.

Shoebullah’s murder
Shoebulah Khan was

editor of Urdu daily
‘Imroze’. Those who
killed him were Razakars
of Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen under Kasim
Rizvi, head of armed
gangsters of Nizam. Af-
ter ‘Operation Polo’, (the
‘Police Action’ or entry of
Indian army into
Hyderabad), Kasim
threatened anybody
writing against Nizam
with physical liquida-
tion. ‘Imroze’ was
printed at B
Ramakrishna Rao’s resi-
dence at Chappal Bazaar,
Kachiguda, Hyderabad,
who was its publisher.

One particular edito-
rial “Gadhon ki biryani,
dhobiyon ki pareshani”
(Donkey’s biryani, and
washermen’s vexation)
was the immediate

cause of Razakars’ attack
on Shoebullah. Narsing
had just taken leave of
him, when suddenly he
heard noises, turned and
saw Razakars’ murder-
ous attack on
Shoebullah. They cut off
his right palm, which lay
a few feet away and
pumped three bullets
into his chest. The left arm
of his brother-in-law was
cut off. It was August 22,
1948. Narsing took him to
Osmania Hospital but

could not be saved.
Shoebullah’s last words
to Narsing were: “Babu,
I am leaving!”

The murder sent
shock waves throughout
Hyderabad and the coun-
try.

In student
movement

BNR soon became an
active organizer of stu-
dent movement, and was
elected general secretary
of AHSU or the All
Hyderabad Students’
Union at the age of 16
only. He was arrested in
1949 at the age of 17 only
and imprisoned in the

Chanchalguda Jail, living
in bad conditions. Re-
leased after six months,
he did lot of under-
ground movement.

In 1953-54, Narsing as
the leader of student
movement stood before
the car of B Ramakrishna
Rao, the chief minister,
his own uncle. There was
a ‘Mulki rule’ that dis-
couraged migrations
from the north. After the
first general elections in
1952, there was a rapid

increase in the number of
employees and officers in
the government service
from outside. Conse-
quently, discontent
swelled. Andhra was still
part of Madras province.
There was an influx of
Andhra employees into
Hyderabad. Mulki
movement was for pref-
erence to the locals.
Narsing Rao led a big
movement began from
September 3, and firings
took place in which some
were killed. Thousands
gathered at Osmania
Hospital demanding
handing over of the bod-
ies. Again there was a
firing killing one, and

Narsing Rao and others
took shelter under
Nayapul Bridge. The
agitation went on for two
months.

Says he: “It started
from Warangal. I was
president of Nizam Col-
lege Students’ Union. We
also called for agitation.
We were not parochial
and did not favor slogans
like: ‘Andhras Go Back’.
We wanted Mulkis to be
given preference in em-
ployment.”

For negotiations,
prime minister Nehru,
education minister
Maulana Azad and oth-
ers came down to
Hyderabad. Nehru
spoke in a meeting in
Nizam College. As chair-
man of Action
Committee and presi-
dent of Students’ Union,
Narsing Rao gave vote of
thanks and praised
Nehru. Immediately,
Nehru lifted Narsing
Rao! “My mike failed had
failed, the audience
could not hear and was
restive. Nehru simply
lifted me and put me onto
the other mike! It was one
of the most exciting mo-

“There are two people, who I credit for mak-
ing me politically conscious and aware of the
world around me: Narsing and Vaitheeswaran.
Without them, I would have remained provin-
cial and limited in my thinking.”

—Shyam Benegal.
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ments of my life!”
BNR became an activ-

ist of AHSU in
Hyderabad, and later its
general secretary.

Narsing Rao narrates
in one of his interviews
how on August 15, 1947,
the students of Vivek
Vardini School fought
the police and hoisted
the Tricolor at the office
of All Hyderabad Stu-
dents’ Union office in
Sultan Bazaar. Nizam
had banned the singing
of Vande Mataram at the
time. It was Rafi Ahmed
who hoisted the flag.

In December 1948, a
movement opposing the
Dutch occupation of In-
donesia took place.
When the rally reached
the AHSU office, some
goons with lathis at-
tacked it. Narsing was
injured. A few days later,
the same gang attacked
the office again and beat
Narsing and Vithal
badly; his face was swol-
len.

President of AISF
14th conference of AISF

was held on January 5-8,
1955 in Lucknow in the
backdrop of Goa libera-
tion struggle. It paid
special attention to orga-
nization. Beginning with
the new educational ses-
sion, the students and
youth were in the thick of
preparations of country-
wide satyagraha for Goa
liberation. By the middle
of that year, the move-
ment developed into one
of the biggest ever mass
struggles, AISF playing
a crucial role. Later, the
AISF leaders like CK
Chandrappan and
Sukhendu Mazumdar
were present at the Goa
borders to help student
satyagrahis.

At this conference, B
Narsing Rao was elected
president of AISF and
Sukhendu Mazumdar
general secretary.

Earlier, he and CH

Hanumantha Rao par-
ticipated together in a
week-long meeting of the
WC of AISF in Madras.
Narsing Rao helped
Hanumantha Rao
choose his future in Eco-
nomics.

BNR made tremen-
dous impact on the
student movement. The
press would solicit his
views on budget, unem-
ployment, budgetary
allocations for education
and so on. The newspa-
per ‘Siasat’ covered his
views with massive
headlines.

Narsing married Dr
Mangutha, in an inter-
caste marriage. In the late
1950s and 60s, he taught
political science in differ-
ent colleges.

Regarding Telangana
armed struggle, Narsing
Rao argued that fighting
the Razakars was differ-
ent from fighting the
Indian army, and that the
armed struggle should
have been withdrawn
after entry of Indian
forces.

A model
Communist

B Narsing Rao became
a CPI member in the
1940s itself, when he was
still a student. He re-
mained a Communist till
his last days. He was in
the illustrious company
of such famous names as
Raj Bahadur Gaur,
Makhdoom Mohiuddin,
KL Mahendra, Kaifi
Azmi, Jawad Rizvi, Dr
Jaisoorya, Dr
Kannabiran, and numer-
ous others. He worked
actively in the first gen-
eral elections held in
1952.

He went for higher
studies to England and
returned in 1959.
Mangutha also joined
him. Narsing taught Po-
litical Science at
Anwar-ul-Loom for a
few years. He was asso-
ciated with TACTA, a

teachers’ organization.

Memoirs on
Makhdoom

Praja Sahiti brought
out a special issue on
Makhdoom Mohiuddin.
Since BNR was no more
in a position to write, he
dictated. Notes were
taken by Nirmalanand,
Ravi Babu and Divi
Kumar, and were put out
by Divi Kumar in article
form in September 2003,
and published in a spe-
cial issue of Praja Sahiti.
He covered a large area
including literary evolu-
tion of Makhdoom, the
growth of Telangana
armed struggle, founda-
tion of Comrades’
Association, TU move-
ment in Andhra and
formation of AHSU.

Development
work

Burgula Cotton Trust
was started by B Narsing
Rao in 2007 for develop-
mental work in his
village, Burgula. He ar-
ranged funds to start a
micro-spinning and
weaving unit in the vil-
lage. It was a blending of
gram swaraj and indus-
trialization. It followed
the principle of ‘kapas to
kapda’, that is from cot-
ton to cloth model of
employment.

Narsing Rao was
president of Telangana
Martyrs memorial Trust
and Raavi Narayan
Reddy Foundation.

Narsing Rao was
unanimously elected the
Sarpanch of Burgula and
functioned as such from
1976 to 1995. Develop-
ment work began at once
including Panchayat
building, upgrading of
primary school to high
school, constructing of
percolation tanks, intro-
ducing traditional
medicines, etc. He do-
nated land for the school,
PHC and various other
projects like roads and
buildings. In 1993, he

handed over title deeds
for hundreds of acres of
his ancestral property in
land without taking a
single paisa.

In 1994, a railway sta-
tion could be established
due to his persistent ef-
forts since he became
Sarpanch. He wanted the
people of the village to
sell their produce in the
city. He got it sanctioned
in 1992 and people con-
tributed their
‘shramdaan’ (voluntary
work) for constructing
platform and ticketing
room. He also got seven
water tanks constructed
in various places.

Many landless people
got the land they were
tilling for ages. He got
himself involved in agri-
culture and grew paddy
and other crops, starting
a mango orchard and
growing millets. Later
his sister became
Sarpanch there.

One of the members of
Dalit family and doing
‘vetti chakiri’ or forced
labor, was Kuntolla
Narasimha from Burgula
village. Relating his ex-
perience, he said that
large numbers of bonded
laborers were liberated
and treated without dig-
nity, thanks to BNR. As
Sarpanch, Narsing Rao
took firm steps against
the landlords. He do-
nated most of his own
ands to the Dalits and
Backwards giving them
‘pattas’. He was the first
person in the village to
allow a road to be laid
through his land for a
bus route, says Kuntolla.

“There was Burgula
village before Narsing

 Biographies of
Communist
Leaders-68
Anil Rajimwale

Rao, and Burgula village
after Narsing Rao.”
Kuntolla first met him
three decades earlier,
when he saw him strug-
gling with his car. BNR
called out to him: “Babu,
come here and give me
hand.” Thus began a
thirty year long friend-
ship. He also wanted to
build a polytechnic col-
lege. “We in the village
consider him a divine
human being”, says
Kuntolla.

In the course of a docu-
mentary on rocks and
Hyderabad, Narsing Rao
said, rocks were integral
part of Hyderabad: “In all
Indian agitations, stones
are very important!”,
said Narsing laughingly.
He described why he, an
eminent Hyderabadi se-
nior citizen, once threw
stones!

He introduced several
working women to the
mainstream movement,
such as Adivamma, a
worker at DBR Mills
(1940-50s), and a partici-
pant in the Telangana
armed struggle.

Alert Marxist
Even in his advanced

age, he remained politi-
cally and ideologically
alert. He favoured a wide
front to fight communal
menace and opposed
sectarian attitude. He
delivered several lec-
tures in the Central Party
School on Freedom, stu-
dent and youth
movements. He wrote
extensively.

Burgula Narsing Rao
passed away after a pro-
longed illness due to
Covid on January 18, 2021
at 89 years.
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Syed Azeez Pasha,
national president,
Tanjeem-e-INSAF and
former member of Rajya
Sabha said that the bull-
dozer culture would
jeopardise the country’s
democratic set-up and
destroy the entire nation.
He was addressing as
chief guest at a dharna at
Dharna Chowk in
Hyderabad on June 21,
2022, protesting against
the bulldozer culture
and continuous country-
wide attacks on the
minorities.

Azeez Pasha further
said that Modi and Yogi
have turned themselves

INSAF Dharna against Bulldozer Culture at Hyderabad

into ‘hatred monsters’
and attacking the mi-
norities. This is being
done only to inject com-
munal venom and
hatred towards minori-
ties in order to
perpetuate their regime
by polarising people of
the country on commu-
nal lines. In the
BJP-ruled states bull-
dozers are being used as
their weapons against
minorities, continu-
ously demolishing their
properties and snatch-
ing away their
fundamental right to
live. If such atrocities
continue unabated, what

is the need of having of
courts, Azeez Pasha
questioned with an-
guish.

He added that the at-
tacks are being made on
the minorities and com-
munal tensions are being
created in order to divert
the attention of the
people from rising infla-
tion, price-rise of
essential commodities
and growing unemploy-
ment menace, etc. When
the minorities question
is dealt with the omis-

sions and commissions,
using  undemocratic
methods, governments
take law and order into
their own hands. Their
houses are being bull-
dozed making them
shelterless. All attempts
are being made to subju-
gate them.

The BJP government
is also attacking sched-
uled castes, scheduled
tribes and minorities all
over the country. Govern-
ment is not only
demolishing their shel-
ters with bulldozers but
also is denying the very
fundamental right to live.
Such acts are detrimental

not only to our demo-
cratic set-up but also to
Constitution itself. If
such attacks continue, all
democratic, secular, pro-
gressive parties, forces
and like-minded people
will have to come to-
gether to fight back and
resist the communal plot
of the BJP-RSS combine. 

The dharna was also
addressed by Muneer
Patel, state general sec-
retary, INSAF,
R a y a b a n d i
Pandurangachary, state
leader of BC rights
struggle committee,
Shamshuddin, Ghouse,
Md Saleem and others.

Ram Narsimha Rao

KOLKATA:   Hundreds
of thousands of voices arose
in the city here shouting ‘No
to communalism’, ‘No to
fascism’ and ‘No to autoc-
racy’ on the afternoon of
June 21.  Sixteen left par-
ties and their associates
ones organised a protest
march from Ramlila Park,
Maulali to Mahajati
Sadan, C R Avenue in
Kolkata.

The roads of Kolkata
shook as thousands of
people marched on, thou-
sands of voices fluttered in
the air of Kolkata, as a
flood of red flags covered
the sky of the city. Reject-
ing the politics of division
in the name of religion, the
left and its allies marched
on the streets of Kolkata,
calling for peace and har-
mony in the state. The
march also demanded
withdrawal of ‘Agnipath’

Massive March against Forces of Communalism
policy for recruitment in
the armed forces.

It may be recalled here
that BJP spokesperson
Nupur Sharma’s commu-
nal hatred and
provocative remarks led to
violent incidents that took
place in various states in-
clude ing West Bengal.
Some comments of West
Bengal chief minister fu-
elled it. To retain
communal harmony and
fraternity, the left and its
allies organised a week-
long publicity campaign
from June 15 all over the
state. On June 21, a central
programme was organised
to maintain communal
harmony.

CPI and its mass orga-
nizations assembled in
front of Bhupesh Bhawan,
the state party headquar-
ter and marched towards
Ramlila Park to join the
main procession. It was a
big procession.

Leaders and followers

of CPI, CPI (M), FB, RSP,
CPI (ML) Liberation,
SUCI(C), RCPI, MFB,
Workers Party, Bolshevik
Party, CRLI, CPB, PDS,
RJD, NCP, JD (U) joined
the march. Biman Basu,
chairman of the Left Front,
Swapan Banerjee, CPI
state council secretary,
Surjakanta Mishra of CPI
(M), Manoj Bhattacharya
of RSP, Naren Chatterjee

of FB, Kartik Pal of
CPI(ML) Liberation,
Chandidas Bhattacharya
of SUCI© and other lead-
ers marched on to
Mahajati Sadan. CPI state
secretariat members
Ujjwal Chaudhuri, Prabir
Deb, Gautam Ray, Tapan
Ganguli, Saibal Ghosh, sec-
retary North 24 Parganas,
Chiranjit Chanda, secre-
tary, Howrah, Subodh

Datta and Chanchal
Masanta, Tapas Sinha of
AIYF, Suvam Banerjee,
president of AISF, Saumen
Haldar, state president of
AISF, marched with the
procession.

At the end at Mahajati
Sadan, talking to the press,
Biman Basu said that the
left and its associates will
never compromise with
communalism.

Subodh Datta
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The Joint Forum
of Trade Unions
and Associa-

tions in the public sector
general insurance com-
panies, having around
58,000 employees and
officers,  unanimously
rejected the offers given
by the General Insurers
Public Sector Associa-
tions of India (GIPSA)
management. 

The long-pending
wage revision talks be-
tween the General
Insurers (Public Sector
Associations of India) and
the qualified unions in the
public sector general in-
surance companies
started on June 22, 2022.
The wage revision for
public sector general in-
surance employees was
due from August 1, 2017.

The GIPSA manage-
ment offered seven per
cent hike from the current
date or five per cent hike
from current date and
two per cent arrears with
effect from August 1,
2017. All the unions and
associations rejected in
one voice the GIPSA
management’s disgrace-
ful, de-motivating and
humiliating offer of wage
revision and demanded
wage parity in insurance
sector which should not
be less than the wage re-
vision in LIC.

The 18 constituents of
Joint Forum of Trade
Unions and Associations
held their meeting and
discussed the wage revi-
sion offer made by GIPSA.
The meeting was con-
vened by Girish Khurana,
national convener. 

The constituents con-
demned the approach of
DFS and GIPSA compa-
nies in dealing with their
workforce. JFTU constitu-
ents decided to write to
the CMDs/ GIPSA and
DFS appropriately giving
them seven days’ time to
resolve the issues and
come forward with a re-
spectable offer at par with

GIPSA Staff Reject Wage Revision Offer
LIC. The JFTU constitu-
ents shall meet on June
30, 2022 to evaluate the
situation and decide rig-
orous trade union action
including strike/ indefi-
nite strike, if required. 

It is on record that on
April 4, 2019, then GIPSA
chairman Girija Kumar
and other CMDs cat-
egorically assured that
whenever the wage revi-

sion will be finalised it
will be effective from
August 1, 2017 and will
be better than that in the
LIC. 

The PSGI companies
have been giving huge
dividends to the govern-
ment of India since
inception and have been
carrying forward all the
government schemes of
social uplifting with full
zeal and dedication even
during the time of Covid-
19 epidemic, the
workforce has served the
economy and the society
as corona warriors over
the last two years. 

During this period,
loss of life of more
than 500 employees and
their family members
happened. The unions
feel that the management
and the DFS have shown
their utmost insensitiv-
ity to the most genuine
demand of settling wage
revision, pending for the
last 59 months, increase
in NPS contributions of
14 per cent, improve-
ments in family pension
and other important is-
sues.

Also, the employees
and officers have been

working in adverse situ-
ations as the DFS and
regulator have failed to
ensure level-playing
field for PSGI companies
in comparison to the pri-
vate sector insurance
companies. The unethi-
cal practices of the

private sector and failure
of the regulator in con-
trolling them has been
detrimental to the busi-
ness interests and
performance.  

At number of times,
the PSGI companies
worked without full-
time CMDs and full-time
directors. Regret to say
that ever since superan-
nuation of CMD New
India in February 2022,
there is no regular CMD
in New India till date
which is a listed one and

no full-time directors in
PSGI companies.

The lack of serious-
ness on the part of DFS is
adversely affecting the
companies and custom-
ers. The decision as per
the proposal of 2018
Budget speech by the
then finance minister to
merge the three compa-
nies — National
Insurance, United Insur-
ance and Oriental
Insurance — have not
been carried out which
has caused continuous
doubts in the minds of
customers and interme-
diaries resulting
adversely.

The PSGI companies
have always been the
flag-bearers of social se-
curity schemes such as
Ayushman Bharat, PM
Fasal Bima Yojana, Co-
rona Kawach Policy,
CSR, Rural and Crop In-
surance and many more
such policies.  In
PMSBY, the premium of
Rs 12 for death cover of
Rs 2 lakh is not sufficient
to cover the expenses and
administering the
scheme.

The PSGI companies
have been giving insur-
ance services to the
common man, farmers
and the citizens at a very
low premium and are

Trilok Singh
serving more than 50
crores of citizens with
around 58,000 employ-
ees and more than five
lakh agent force. 

Further it is to be men-
tioned that the
employees and officers
have been carrying out
their agitation for the last
three years on the follow-
ing demands:

 Immediate settle-
ment of wage revision
pending from August 1,
2017.

 Increase in
company’s contribution
for PF for the NPS em-
ployees to 14 per cent.

 Improvement of
family pension at the rate
of 30 per cent without any
capping.

Pension for all under
1995 scheme and updat-
ing of pension.

 Opposition to
privatisation and de-
mand for merger of three
companies in line with
budget proposals made
in 2018 by then finance
minister Arun Jaitley.

The Joint Forum of
Trade Unions and Asso-
ciations shall meet again
on June 30, 2022 to review
the development and to
decide further course of
action as warranted.

AITUC Justifies Rejection of Offer
The last settlement

applicable to the em-
ployees of the General
Insurance Companies
was effective from 2012
to 2017. The next one is
due from August, 2017
and not yet finalized.
That is 59 months late.

On June 7, 2022, a del-
egation of GIEAIA, the
largest union of insur-
ance employees, met Ms
Nirmala Sitharaman, the
Union finance minister,
under the leadership of
Binoy Viswam MP and
urged her to

conclude the long-pend-
ing salary revision at the
earliest. They also reiter-
ated their other
demands, including that
the government increase
their contribution to the
National Pension
Scheme to 14 per cent.
The minister had as-
sured them prompt
results, which led them
to withdraw their plans
to go on an indefinite
strike.

A meeting was ar-
ranged – though in virtual
mode — with GIPSA, in

which the managements
offered seven per cent
rise in the existing sala-
ries — five per cent with
immediate effect and two
per cent from August,
2017. It is no surprise that
JFTU, led by GIEAIA,
immediately rejected the
offer. In a meeting held
in Mumbai on April 4,
2019, the then chairman
of  GIPSA had assured
them a salary revision
better than that given to
the employees of LIC,
that is  15 per cent.

On Page 14
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had betrayed their faith
in him. Later, he man-
aged to capture power
and today, he is putting
them behind bars calling
them anti nationals as
they dare to question his
government and protest
on streets. She accused
that the politics of hatred
and polarization,

spreading communal
violence is the agenda
pursued by ruling party
and its outfits in order to
divert attention of the
masses from the failure
of the government to
address price rise, unem-
ployment and
corruption etc. The gov-
ernment is all dedicated
to the service of a few
monopoly corporate
houses against the inter-
est of farmers, workers
and other helpless

CPI Will be Relevant...
masses.  Veteran leader
S S Virk welcomed the
leaders and spoke on the
prevalent political situ-
ation in the state of
Haryana. Central leaders
of the CPI D Raja and
Amarjeet Kaur  were fe-
licitated by garlands and
shawls by various com-
rades, which included
Swarn Singh Virk,
Neelam Sandhu. Others

who presented garlands
included Surat Singh
Deswal, Mamchand
Saini, Pawan Saini, Adv.
Ram Ratan, Jamshed
Rana, Shish Ram,
Santosh Saini, Renta
Panwar, Reeta Saini,
Ameena Rana,
Ramakant among others.

Thereafter there was
flag hoisting jointly by
Swaran Singh Virk and
Satendra Giri. The del-
egate session of the

conference was chaired
by the team of Swaran
Singh Virk,  Bechu Giri,
Santosh Saini,
Dharampal Singh and
Adv Ashwini Bakshi.

The delegate session
was inaugurated by
Amarjeet kaur. The con-
dolence resolution was
presented to pay hom-
age to comrades who

contributed in various
fields in the society and
one minute silence was
observed. The delegate
session was greeted by
the state secretary of the
CPI(M) Surinder Singh
and SUCI state secretary
Satyavan Singh.

Thereafter Daryao
Singh presented report
on organization, while
Tilakraj presented on
national and interna-
tional political
developments. Satendra
Giri presented on the
party activities since the
last conference. Twenty
four delegates took part
in the discussion on re-
port and among them
were Jagroop Singh,
Mamchand Basia, Roop
Singh, mahender Singh,
Karnataka Singh, Jill
Singh Pal, Rajesh Kumar
Sharma, Rajiv Verma,
Pawan Saini, Ram Ratan,
Neelam Sandhu, Satan
Saroha, Sukhdev Jammu,
Phil Singh Indora, Arun
Kumar Shakkerwal,
Neeraj Chauhan, Isham
Singh, Roshan Suchan
and others. Report was
adopted after discussion
and summing up by
state secretary Daryao
Singh. The conference
adopted several resolu-
tions on the burning
issues of workers, farm-

Front Page

ers,  women, students,
youth and development
issues of the state.

The conference
elected 35 members for
state council, 17 mem-
bers for state executive
and five members for
control commission.  The
conference reelected
Daryao Singh as state
secretary,  Tilakraj
Vinayak and Satendra
Giri as assistant secretar-
ies. The conference was
attended by 125 del-
egates from eighteen
districts and two special
branches.

A resolution appreci-
ating the district
committee of Panipat
was adopted for making
elaborate arrangements
for the successful hosting
of the conference. Thanks
were extended to citizens
who contributed dona-
tions and the media
persons who helped get
coverage of the confer-
ence proceedings were
also praised by the pre-
sidium. The students
team from Panipat and

Sonipat had decorated
the premises of the con-
ference and were praised
for the beautiful job.
Among those who were
active in the task and were
praised were Hmant
Khatri, Prince
Maniyaria, Nitish
Khatri, Zubed Rana,
Suratansh Kashayap,
Rupesh Saini, Gaurav
Kashyap, Jeenu Kashyap
and Vansh Duhan.

In her summing up,
Amarjeet Kaur empha-
sized on the dangerous
shifting of the political
situation towards ex-
treme right reaction
attempting to harm the
social fabric of our coun-
try, attempts to dismantle
secular democratic fab-
ric of the Constitution
and bringing ruination to
economy. She called
upon the party ranks and
mass organisations to
strengthen the party to
wage united movement
of secular democratic
forces to defeat the ill
designs of right reaction-
ary forces in the country.

Redistribution of High...

and hence moderations are expected in periods that
follow. But the moot point is we are still not back
on the track in all respects of consumption, invest-
ments and production to the pre-pandemic levels.

Extraordinary shocks such as the pandemic or the
war may have lasting impact on the economy. The
World Economic Outlook April 2022 update revised
its earlier forecasts of global growth downward by
0.8 percentage points and the downward revision
is higher for developing countries compared to ad-
vanced economies. Moreover the inflationary trend
is expected to continue for some time and the pro-
jected inflation rate is 8.7 per cent for emerging
markets and developing economies. These extraor-
dinary situations are expected to prompt the
government in taking extraordinary steps to weather
through the rough tides. And that could be nothing
else but the redistribution of extraordinary profits
made by the corporates during the pandemic in favour
of those who face severe income loss during this
period and that would revamp the dwindling de-
mand. The other option is to use the pretext of an
extraordinary situation to legitimize the increasing
pains that the working people at large face.

It is amply clear now that the government has
opted for the second path, together with carefully
orchestrating debates, disputes and contestations
in public discourse that flare up communal tensions
and bulldoze the pains of the poor by the apparent
jubilance of majority religious identity and the de-
feat of the minority ‘other’. (IPA Service)

Courtesy: People’s Democracy
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Diary of
International

Events
C. AdhikesavanThe international com-

munity has condemned and
denounced that the Ukrai-
nian authorities who have
detained the First Secretary
of the Leninist Communist
Youth Union of Ukraine,
Mikhail Kononovich, and
his brother, Aleksander, for
more than 100 days
now. This is taking place
with the agreement of the EU,
as demonstrated by its reply
of 29/4/22 to the Question
of the MEPs of the KKE, that
it “is aware” and in direct
communication with the
Ukrainian authorities.

While the conflict in
Ukraine is still raging with
incalculable consequences
for its people, according to
news reports, the perse-
cuted young communists
have been subjected to un-
acceptable detention
conditions and extortion.
The two brothers have
been appointed a lawyer
by the Ukrainian authori-
ties and now the dilemma
they face is either to admit
the charges brought
against them on the basis
of Parts 1 and 2 of Article
109 of the Criminal Code
of Ukraine and be sen-
tenced to 10 years in
prison, or to refute them
and remain in prison with
life sentences. The Ukrai-
nian government, taking
advantage of the EU
policy, the anti-commu-
nist laws, and the
“emergency” decrees, is
persecuting communists
and escalating anti-com-
munism.

Communists have
called for the redoubling
of international solidarity
efforts to free two young
Ukrainian communists
jailed by Kiev authorities
in March. Mikhail and
Aleksander Kononovich
were hauled into custody
by security forces soon af-
ter the Russian
intervention in Ukraine on
February 24. Fears were
raised that the pair — both
prominent members of the
Communist Party of
Ukraine’s youth wing —
could be executed.

In March the Greek
Communist Party (KKE)
MEP Kostas Papadakis
wrote to EU foreign policy

International Solidarity for Releasing
Two Communist Brothers in Ukraine

chief Josep Borrell for as-
surances over the brothers’
safety and demanded their
immediate release. But
Borrell has yet to respond
to the appeal with the KKE
also calling for “the lifting
of all anti-communist per-
secution and bans in the
country.”

The Kononvich broth-
ers are understood to have
been accused of spying for
Russia and Belarus, claims
their supporters say are
baseless. The Leninist
Communist Youth Union
of Ukraine, which is led by
Mikhail Kononovich, had
led a campaign for a
peaceful resolution to the
Donbass conflict since
2014 as well as for sever-
ing ties with Nato.

The WFDY has led the
campaign for the release of
the brothers and reiter-
ated calls for their release.
The suffering of the
Kononovich comrades
will be the responsibility of
both the Ukrainian govern-
ment and the imperialists

of Nato, the European
Union and the United
States, who support this
criminal regime. The inter-
national communists
demand their immediate
release and call for re-
doubled solidarity to stop
the unjust kidnapping of
comrades Mikhail and
Aleksander Kononovich.

The Communist Party
of Ukraine was barred
from standing in elections
in the aftermath of the
2014 Maidan coup which
ousted Ukraine’s elected
government after it re-
jected an EU trade deal.

Communist symbols were
banned and statues taken
down across the country,
with many replaced by
those of far-right nation-
alists including those that
collaborated with the
Nazi Holocaust.

Worldwide
Conflict, Violence
Displace Millions

of Children
The capitalist system

creates racial, religious and
caste conflict and violence
just to uphold their state
power. The capitalist
countries undermine the
result of implication on the
poor vulnerable popula-
tions. They are greed for
power as rulers. The most
vulnerable groups are from
the working class. The
impact is on their children
and their women.

The figure, which in-
creased by 2.2 million in
2021, includes 13.7 million
child refugees and asylum-
seekers and nearly 22.8

million internally dis-
placed due to conflict and
violence.

An unprecedented 36.5
million children were dis-
placed by conflict, violence
and other crises by the end
of 2021, the highest num-
ber since World War II,
according to the United
Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF). More than 2.2
million Palestinians are
refugees in their own
country.

The figure, which in-
creased by 2.2 million in
2021, includes 13.7 million
child refugees and asylum-

seekers and nearly 22.8
million internally dis-
placed due to conflict and
violence.

Children displaced by
climate and environmen-
tal shocks and disasters,
and those displaced in
2022, including by the
Russia-Ukraine conflict,
are not included in the re-
port.

The record number is a
direct result of cascading
crises, including acute and
protracted conflicts such
as in Afghanistan, and fra-
gility in countries like the
Democratic Republic of
the Congo or Yemen — all
exacerbated by the de-
structive impacts of
climate change.

UNICEF Director
Catherine Russell said she
hopes the alarming num-
ber will move governments
to prevent children from
being displaced and en-
sure the access of those
displaced to education,
protection and other criti-

cal services.
Only half of all refugee

children are enrolled in
primary schools, while less
than a quarter of refugee
adolescents are in second-
ary schools, as a record
number of displaced and
refugee children are in
need of support and ser-
vices like healthcare,
education and protection.

Unaccompanied or
separated children, in par-
ticular, are facing a high
risk of trafficking, exploi-
tation, violence and abuse,

the agency said, adding
that globally, children
make up approximately 28
percent of victims of hu-
man trafficking.

Demonstration
against the NATO

summit
The Communist Party

of the Workers of Spain
(PCTE) and the Commu-
nist Party of Greece (KKE)
on June 26 participated in
the massive demonstration
against the NATO Summit
to be held in Madrid. Un-
der the slogan “No to
NATO, No to the imperi-
alist war”, hundreds of
communists shouted “No
to NATO” in the streets of
Madrid, denouncing with
their slogans the imperial-
ist war in Ukraine as well.

The Government of so-
cial democratic coalition by
PSOE and Unidas
Podemos is hosting in
Madrid this NATO Sum-
mit. The Atlantic
organization aims in this
Summit to formulate a new
“strategic concept”, which
in practice means to
deepen in the defense and
security model of the Al-
liance as well as the
assurance of its aggres-
siveness against the
peoples in the world.

In Spain, this anti-
NATO demonstration has
come together with the
suspension of basic rights
and freedoms by the Gov-
ernment in order to shield
Madrid for the Summit,
which will be held on June
29-30, due to the largest
police deployment in the
recent history of our coun-
try. This is why we also
denounce that: you are
with NATO or you are
with the working class. The
Government of social
democratic coalition by
PSOE and Unidas
Podemos is very clear on
which side it is with for a
long time, as it represses
the workers; answer to the
imperialist summit, and
places our country in a
situation of higher risk in
case of a possible general-
ized imperialist war.
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on government land by
erecting huts. Since then,
some realtors have been
trying to dislodge
them. The goons put up
thorny bushes to stop the
habitants from moving
out of their huts. When
the poor questioned
them, the goons attacked
them with sticks and by
pelting stones. 

Dr Narayana met the
women, who sustained
injuries from the attacks
carried by the goons of
realtors.

The police remained
as mute spectators when
the goons belonging to
the land mafia were at-
tacking the hapless poor.
Addressing a press con-
ference here, he criticised
the police for taking the

sides of realtors, who al-
legedly have links with
the ruling TRS, BJP lead-
ers.

“At least 40 persons
sustained injuries, when
the henchmen of the
realtors attacked the
poor, who set up their
huts on government land
near Gundla Singaram
village near
Hanumakonda.”

The police and rev-
enue officials need to
answer about the in-
volvement of some
private persons when the
poor occupy government
land for their living,
Narayana observed. He
sought to know the stand
of ministers and MLAs,
whether they are with
the land mafia or with
the poor.

The CPI leaders later
met the Director General
of Police and explained
to him about the biased
approach of the local
police, adding that they
will also move the court
by filing a private com-
plaint.

State secretariat mem-
ber Palla Venkat Reddy
said that the CPI has been
waging Bhu Poratam
(struggle for land) to pro-
tect the government land.
He demanded the state
government to fulfil its
promise of double bed-
room houses for the poor.

CPI national council
member Takkalapally
Srinivas Rao visited
MGM Hospital and con-
soled the women who
sustained injuries in the
attack. He demanded the
government to make a

statement in regard to the
land of Gundla
Singaram. The onus is on
the government to pro-
tect its land, he said.

Former MLA
Potharaju Saraiah,
W a r a n g a l ,
Hanumakonda district

CPI Demands....
From Page 15

secretaries Mekala Ravi
and Karre Bishapathi,
Sheikh Bashumiya,
Panasa Prasad, Thota
Bikshapathi, Manda
Sadalaxmi, Bussa Ravi,
Dandu Laxman, M Anil
Kumar were among oth-
ers present.

It seems the government wants to have the cake
and eat it too. It dumps all the PM Yojanas on Pub-
lic Sector Financial Institutions — be it PSU Banks
or LIC or GIC — and at the same time talks of
privatising them. Look at the list: Aayushman Bharat,
PMRSBY, PM Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY), Corona
Kavach Policy, CSR and many more such policies,
with very low premium and extremely high outgo,
which the GIC employees are tasked with imple-
menting.

It is heartening to learn that there is wide sup-
port to the stand taken by the JFTU – right from the
Samyukt Kisan Morcha to the World Federation of
Trade Unions (WFTU) Asia Pacific Region. The
AITUC reiterates it stands in solidarity with the
GIEAIA and the JFTU in their struggle.

AITUC Justifies...
From Page 11
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A large number
of poor led by
the CPI

Hanumakonda district
council protested at the
Kakatiya University
(KU) Crossroads at
Hanumakonda, de-
manding the state
government to distribute
housing sites to them.
With the traffic coming to
a grinding halt, the police
tried to remove the pro-
testors. The protestors
and the police had an al-
tercation before the traffic
was cleared.

Speaking at the pro-
test, CPI Hanumakonda
district secretary Karre
Bikshapathi urged the
TRS government to fulfil
its election promises. He
also urged the people’s
representatives of the
region to take initiative

CPI Demands Housing Sites for Poor
to allot housing sites to
the shelter less. Referring
to the poor, who set up
their huts on government
land near Gundla
Singaram village,
Bikshapathi urged the
government to protect
their interests.

He accused the gov-
ernment of not taking
action against those
goons who attacked the
poor in Gundla
Singaram. He said that
the CPI will continue its
Bhu Poratam (struggle
for land) until the govern-
ment provides housing
sites or double bedroom
houses to the poor. Senior
leader T Bikshapathi, K
Ravi, K Narsaiah and
Shiva were among others
present.

CPI Condemns At-
tack by BJP: Around 30

hapless poor women and
CPI activists sustained
grievous injuries when a
bunch of goons belong-
ing to realtors attacked
them indiscriminately at
Gundla Singaram, a sub-
urban village of
Hanumakonda district,
where thousands of land-
less poor led by

CPI are struggling for
land.

The CPI
Hanumakonda district
council lodged a com-
plaint with the
Commissioner of Police

Tarun Joshi. The attack
was led by BJP and TRS
local leaders and others.
CPI demanded stringent
action against the goons,
who attacked the poor.

It may be mentioned
here that many poor
people have been living

Takkalapally
Srinivas Rao

On Page 14

on the rise with access to state power, said
Pallab Sengupta. The failure of a particu-
lar model of socialism is not the end of
socialism, he asserted.

Even today China, Vietnam and People’s
Korea are marching ahead with new experi-
ments on the path of socialism. The struggle
for socialism would continue as long as the
plunder and exploitation of the working
classes plagued the society. He appealed
to all the progressive and peace-loving
forces around the world and the United
Nations to continue taking initiative to
avert a potentially devastating world war
against mankind.

Referring to the national situation, the
national council secretary said that the eight
years of Modi’s rule proved to be a havoc
on the people due to rising inflation, growing
unemployment, communal hatred and at-
tack on the minorities, Dalits and Adivasis.
The ruling regime has been imposing tre-
mendous economic burden on the weaker
sections of our population. Sangh Parivar
and its cronies under the protection of
power continued to spread lawlessness and
anarchy along with communal poison
among the people.

Also, in order to hide the failures of its
disastrous political, social and economic
policies and to divert the attention of the
public from the basic questions, social dis-
harmony has been created by raising
non-issues like cow, temple-mosque,
Hindu-Muslim, Pakistan and love-jihad.

Sengupta pointed out that the current
situation of the country demands that a
comprehensive unity of all secular demo-
cratic left forces must be built to protect the
fundamental character of the Constitution,
to save democracy, secularism and social
justice and to defeat the ruling communal
fascist forces. The CPI will always strive for
the unity of all such political parties,
organisations and independent intellectual
forces. In Uttarakhand too, our party should
continue to make diligent efforts for this
unity.

Dr A A Khan said that the need of the hour
is that the party should continue to organise
strong people’s movements. If the party is
successful in bringing together the people
of remote areas by organising struggles on
their everyday and regional and national
questions, then surely its ranks will increase
and it will be able to make its place in par-
liamentary democracy with many
struggles.

In the second session of the conference,
state council secretary K Samar Bhandari
presented the political and organisational
report, which said that all nations should
respect the independence and sovereignty
of the other. Citing Ukraine, he said that
along with the sovereignty of Ukraine, the
concerns of Russia’s national security should
also be given importance.

The report said that the BJP government
in the state does not have a people-oriented
vision and is also carrying forward the
communal agenda of the RSS. It accused the
government of handing over the natural

resources of the state to private hands. It
also said that the party would continue to
fight on its own and jointly on issues like
protecting forest, land, health, education
of the state. The report called for the party
to strive for joint public intervention on day-
to-day and other issues by strengthening
patronage.

On the second day, a three-member
Control Commission was elected with M
S Tyagi, M S Sharma and N S Negi as mem-
bers. Tyagi was elected as the chairman of
the control commission.

After this, a 27-member state council was
elected including Rahila Sumbul, a com-
rade active in the state. There was also
elected a seven-member secretariat. Jagdish
Kuliyal was elected as secretary of state
council and Dr R Jaggi as the joint secretary.

The conference concluded unanimously
demanding that the work of land survey
pending since 1960 should be started im-
mediately, provision of houses for those
affected by Prime Minister’s Dream Project
of Mini Smart City, Badrinath Master Plan,
immediate arrangements to save the crops
of the cultivators from getting ruined due
to attack by wild animals and monkeys,
abolition of four labour codes and imme-
diate payments of arrears to the sugar cane
farmers.

The conference also adopted various
resolutions along with a detailed condo-
lence resolution paying rich tributes to all
those passed away since the last conference
and the farmers who were martyred fight-
ing against the four anti-farmer agri-laws.

The other resolutions are on unemploy-
ment, on communalism, on rising inflation
and on Agnipath Scheme.

Call for Unity of Left....
From Last Page
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New Age

HARIDWAR:  CPI
national council secre-
tary Pallab Sengupta
called for building a
broad unity of left, demo-
cratic and secular forces.
He was addressing the
delegates after inaugu-
rating the 10th state
conference of
Uttarakhand unit of the
Communist Party of In-
dia. The two-day
conference was held in
Nagar Lumba Hall in
Com Amar Singh Negi
Nagar at BHEL complex
in Haridwar. Senior
party comrade and trade
union leader M S Tyagi

10th State Conference of Uttarakhand CPI
Call for Unity of Left, Democratic, Secular Forces

hoisted the Red Flag
marking the beginning of
the conference.

A four-member pre-
sidium consisting K
Jaiprakash Pandey,
Ranjit Negi, Rakesh Negi
and Gurmeet Singh
Khalsa was elected to
conduct the proceedings
of the conference.

Inaugurating the con-
ference, Pallab Sengupta
spoke in detail on the
present day international
and national situation. In
the session, apart from
other delegates, was
party national council

member and conference-
in-charge Dr A A Khan.

Sengupta said that to-
day imperialist
countries, especially the
US and the NATO coun-
tries are trying their best
to push the world under
the guise of Russia-
Ukraine conflict into a
world war, which is a

threat to the very exist-
ence of mankind. Just as
war cannot be a solution
to the problem, capital-
ism cannot be an
alternative to capitalism.

After the collapse of a
particular model of so-

cialism in Soviet Union
and the countries of East-
ern Europe, the
supporters of Imperial-
ism started declaring the
end of socialism. Proving
the imperialist claim as
mere propaganda and a
lie, the strength of the left
and democratic forces is

Giridhar Pandit

CPI national council secretary Pallab Sengupta
addressing the Uttarakhand state conference

On Page 15

A view of the delegates
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