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The 23rd state
conference of the
Communist Party

of India  made an appeal
to the NR Congress to
quit the BJP alliance,
which had negated the
rights of Puducherry
state and betrayed the
people. This important
resolution moved by
party state council
secretary A M Saleem
said the electoral
promises made by
Narendra Modi and Amit
Shah for providing
statehood to
Puducherry, waiver of
loans and increase in
central fund allocation
had not been fulfilled.

On the contrary, it had
acted against the
interests of the state. By
mounting pressure, the
BJP had obtained the
important portfolios of
the ministry and without
proper consultation their
party members had been
nominated to the
legislative assembly.

The financial power,
that was kept in the hands
of the chief minister
formerly, and which was
enhanced to Rs 10 crores
during the erstwhile
government here, was
later transferred to the Lt
Governor, who is acting
as super chief minister.
Her undue intervention
in the government
administration had also
increased.

The resolution
cautioned the NR
Congress chief to be

23rd Puducherry State Conference of CPI

NR Congress Must Quit
Alliance with BJP: CPI

vigilant against the
nefarious designs of BJP,
which would indulge in
horse trading and install
its own government.

Hence, the resolution
asked the NR Congress
to come out of the BJP
alliance to protect the
rights of the state and to
implement welfare
measures.

The two days
conference was held at
Puducherry on August
17 and 18, 2022 at Com
Mercier Devarasu Hall.
The entrance of the
conference was named
after Karaikal Com
Sivam. The general
session of the conference
started on the first day
with flag hoisting in a
reverberating manner.
The 22nd party conference
Red flag brought from
Villiannur was received

by national council
member A Ramamurthy

and hoisted by senior
party leader and former
minister R Viswanathan.

On July 30, Martyrs
torch brought by AITUC
comrades was received

by assistant secretary V
S Abishegam. Other
torches in remembrance
of some senior comrades
were received by former

secretary Nara
Kalainathan, former
MLA, assistant secretary
T Geethanathan, state
Control Commission
chairman T Thanaraman

and state council
member A A Rachide.

Following flag
hoisting, the general
session of the conference
was inaugurated by
party general secretary D
Raja. In his inaugural
speech, D Raja said that
the eight-year rule of
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi-led
government had pushed
the country into a deep
crisis. Besides creating
social unrest, the Modi
government had
destroyed the public
sector undertakings in
the guise of
privatisation. While the
wealth of a few corporate
houses had gone up,
ordinary citizens were
struggling due to price
rise and unemployment.

Stressing on the need
for a coming together of
all secular and
democratic forces to
overthrow BJP in the
parliamentary polls in

I Dinesh Ponniah

On Page 12

CPI General Secretary D Raja addressing the conference

A view of the rally
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EditorialEditorialEditorialEditorialEditorial
Under the RSS-BJP rule the office of

governors is becoming more and more
undemocratic and conspiratorial. The
meaning and spirit of federalism is
routinely violated by these governors’
offices in many parts of the country.
Uninterrupted functioning of the state
governments is hindered by the
unjustifiable interventions of the
governors. The Constitution discusses
about the powers and duties of the
governor elaborately. From Article 153
several provisions are incorporated by
the framers of the Constitution with the
proclaimed purpose of a healthy Centre-
State relation. However, many a time
the political agenda of those who run the
show at the Centre have undermined the
novel scriptures attached to the
governors’ office. The tendency of
powers to centralise everything, often
try to make the governor as an
instrument to impose its wishes.

In 1959 this tendency of high-
handedness went up to the extent of
dismissing the first ever communist
government of Kerala by invoking
article 356. From then onwards more
than 115 times this article was used by
various Central governments to impose
their authoritarian rule in various
states. The makers of the Constitution
envisaged the governor to perform as
a meaningful link between the Centre
and the States. Mutual understanding
and respect between governments at the
Centre and the states is an ideal situation
that helps both the entities. The RSS
controlled ruling dispensation at the
Centre is in a frenzy to overshadow
everything of our federal structure. For
them the states and the state

Time to Explain the
Role of Governor

governments are to be treated as their
orderlies. This has created tedious
challenges in the realm of Centre-State
relations.

The BJP government has made it a
practice to hand-pick governors of their
choice. Political wisdom of statesmanship
is not a criteria for the BJP in selecting the
governors. Usually, these ‘Swayamsevak
governors’ do not take long to convert
their Raj Bhawans into camp offices of
the BJP. The prescriptions of partisan
politics prepared by BJP heavy weights
are put into practice by these kind of
governors. They seek and act as if they
are deputed to the states to fulfil the
whims and fancies of the BJP.

Governors in Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
Bengal, Maharashtra, Punjab have been
acting as the political stewards of the BJP
violating the basic doctrines of
democracy. Not so long ago, in several
states after the election, governors were
deployed to install BJP governments with
cooked up majority. Bypassing the single
biggest political formation in hung
assemblies, BJP leaders were allowed to
form the government. With this political
patronage from the ‘Constitutional Head
of the State’ BJP could easily manage the
required numbers through horse-trading.
It is shameful to see Governors who are
supposed to perform the task irrespective
of political considerations competing
each other to become ‘more Christian
than the Pope’.

Arif Mohammed Khan, the governor
of Kerala is doing everything possible to
become number one in this race. His only
aim seems to be the appeasement of Modi-
Amit Shah duo. In a state like Kerala
where democratic norms are held in high

esteem, every now and then, the
Governor attempts to dig up
controversies. The ‘Comparatively new
convert of the RSS’ is creating
opportunities to prove his ideological
loyalty and political subservience to the
Sangh Parivar. He believes that
confronting the only Left Democratic
government in the country is the easiest
way, to find a place in the good books
of the Parivar. He stoops to any low in
his politically motivated tirade against
the left government. The latest
controversy about a seminar in 2019
organised by the Kannur University,
Arif Mohammed Khan had no hesitation
to call the Vice Chancellor, a renowned
academic, ‘a criminal’. The
internationally acclaimed historian Dr
Irfan Habib was also targeted by the
governor. By all means the governor is
trying to fill the vacuum for the BJP,
which has no representation in the
legislature of Kerala. It maybe useful for
his political ambitions, but unworthy for
the office that he holds.

In the course of last so many decades,
the country has discussed about the
relevance of governorship. With the
ascendance of the RSS-BJP to power, the
authoritarian tendency has grown
many fold. This has resulted in the
unconstitutional arrogance of
governors, as it is seen in many states.
In this background, the relevance of the
question has remerged with more
seriousness, that is whether the
Governor’s office is necessary for the
country to uphold its federal principles?
Experience tells us that it is not
necessary. The CPI and other left parties
have raised this question before the
country, much in advance. In the
coming days, this debate will be taken
up by wider democratic forces.

CPI Condemns Misuse of Government Machinery
The National

Secretariat of the
Communist Party of
India issued the
following statement on
August 20, 2022,
condemning the misuse
of government agencies:

The National

Secretariat of the
Communist Party of
India notes with grave
concern the letting
loose of government
agencies, among them
i n c o m e - t a x
d e p a r t m e n t ,
e n f o r c e m e n t

directorate and Central
Bureau of Investigation,
against opposition
leaders especially of
those from the non-BJP
ruled states. The party
strongly condemns the
misuse of government
machinery aimed at

only toppling the
democratically elected
non-BJP governments.

The party also
disapproves the
government’s partisan
stand in the name of
fighting corruption. It
acts as if only

opposition leaders are
corrupt and ruling
party leaders are free of
corruption.

The party has always
been in the forefront in
the fight to eradicate all
kinds of corruption.
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When we were fighting for our independence,
throwing away the British yoke and imagining a
better future went hand-in-hand in our almost a
century-long freedom struggle. Work and ideas of
social reformers, political leaders, philosophers,
writers and revolutionaries were converging to shape
the future republic. When we finally won our
independence from the British 75 years back, we tried
to give a coherent shape to the aspirations of the
deprived and impoverished millions who were
reduced to destitution under British misrule. The
horrors of partition were fresh in memory. Leaders
and masses both were in agreement about the heinous
consequences of religion-based mobilization which
blinded people to the common good.

Save the Constitution, Save the Nation
D Raja

Conscious of the
need of the hour,
our Constituent

Assembly under the able
leadership of Dr Bhimrao
Ambedkar tried to
enshrine the values of
our freedom movement
and desires of the masses
into our Constitution.
After almost three years
of hard-work, on
November 26 1949, we
declared our resolve to
“constitute India into a
Sovereign Democratic
Republic” through the
Preamble of our
Constitution. The values
of our Constitution
represent the blood and
sweat of millions who
fought and perished so
that future generations
could breathe in a free
India.

The last eight years
have seen a substantial
retreat from the premise
envisioned in our
Constitution. Our
Constitution drew the
framework for a secular
polity with the state
m a i n t a i n i n g
equidistance from all
r e l i g i o u s
denominations. This was
done to ensure fair
treatment to all and
protect the minorities.
The secular setup is
being systematically
dismantled today as all-
pervasive attempts are
being made to elevate
one particular religion to
the status of de-facto
religion of the state.

Senior members of the
government holding
constitutional offices,
including the prime
minister, are taking part
in religious ceremonies,
for example in the
inauguration of the
Kashi Vishwanath
corridor or the
foundation stone laying
ceremony for the Shri
Ram Temple in
Ayodhya.

Worse, even state
functions are being
reoriented to give the
semblance of religious
ceremonies of the
majority religion as was
seen recently when the
PM unveiled the state
emblem atop the new
Parliament building or
when the foundation
stone was laid for the
Central Vista. A section
of population is also
celebrating these
unconstitutional acts.
However, they are sure
to be outraged if the
ceremony is to resemble
the practices of the
minority.

It should be
understood that these
attempts are not isolated.
They are part of a well-
thought design to
establish a hierarchical
Hindu-Rashtra regime of
the RSS subverting our
secular democratic
Constitution. These
attempts are not new but
with the vigour these are
being pursued now
clearly indicates state
patronage.

The RSS never
accepted our
Constitution, the
principle of equality,
secularism or safeguards
for minorities and
deprived sections. They
have opposed
democratic framework
right from the beginning
and stood solidly with
the British. There is
nothing new in their
contempt for the
Constitution. When the
BJP first came to power
under Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, it wanted to
constitute a commission
to review the
Constitution but had to
take two steps back
because of President K R
Narayanan’s sharp
reaction. Under
Narendra Modi, a former
RSS Pracharak, they are
pursuing the aim of
Hindu Rashtra with
greater zeal in an all-
pervasive manner. Very
recently, a Dharma Sansad
or Religious Parliament
took place in Varanasi.
This Dharma Sansad had
come up with a draft by
the ’Hindu Rashtra
Constitution Nirman
Samiti’ openly
advocating for a Hindu
Rashtra. The Samiti has
prescribed snatching
away voting rights from
Muslims and Christians.

Along with the
proposal to make
Varanasi the capital
instead of New Delhi,
the Varna system,
legitimizing caste,
segregation and
hierarchy, has been
taken as part of the draft.
What is astonishing is the
silence of the
government on these
brazenly un-
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l
proposals, including that
of the prime minister
who is the member of

Parliament from
Varanasi and under oath
to “do right to all manner
of people in accordance
with the Constitution and
the law, without fear or
favour, affection or ill-
will.” The negligence,
running contrary to the
oath of the high office,
indicates complicity of
the ruling regime with
Hindutva forces
intending to take the
country hundreds of
years back into the
shackles of caste and
gender discrimination.
This studied silence on
the part of government
and BJP shows that the
government is likely to
call such things as
“fringe”. But citizens
should question this on
every instance.

Concurrent with the
s e c u l a r - d e m o c r a t i c
framework, the
Constitution had also a
substantial welfarist
orientation. It was
considered necessary
that the State intervenes
to provide essential
amenities to citizens for
their overall upliftment
from poverty and
disease. Only then the
equality of opportunity
and right to life with
dignity can be realized.
Thus, the Constitution
that came into force
guaranteed not only
fundamental rights and
liberties but also
provided for Directive
Principles of State Policy
which provided a
roadmap for the future
governments. These
principles were meant to
ensure the overall
wellbeing of the country
and its people and were
intended by the
Constitution makers to
be “fundamental in the
governance of the
country” as the
Constitution declares in
Article 37 of Part IV that
“it shall be the duty of the

State to apply these
principles in making
laws.”

It is evident that retreat
from these principles has
been quite substantive.
Rampant privatization,
i n e q u a l i t i e s ,
unemployment, lack of
social security and
inclusion, increase in
hunger all have been
hallmarks of the Modi
years. The spirit of
scientific temper, critical
inquiry and debate are
being hounded by right-
wing forces and
Parliament itself is being
made redundant.

In the face of these
assaults, our twin
objective is to protect the
s e c u l a r - d e m o c r a t i c
egalitarian framework of
the Constitution while
fighting for the overall
material upliftment of
the people. As we see,
the attempts to subvert
our Constitution and
redefine the legacy of our
freedom movement are
all-pervasive. Our
counter to them should
also be all-
e n c o m p a s s i n g ,
ideologically raising the
issues of masses.

The Left has the
historical responsibility
to frustrate the forces of
right-reaction through an
ideological struggle.
That ideological struggle
should underpin our
proud inheritance of
sacrifice for our country’s
freedom, our consistent
commitment to
secularism and
upliftment of all sections
of working class. We
should raise our banner
of equality against this
frontal assault on our
Constitution. As the most
committed and
concerned workers for
the cause of nation and
its people, we must save
the Constitution, we
must save the nation.
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What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .

Communist Party of India Andhra Pradesh state
council secretary K Ramakrishna said that if the
state government does not arrest the criminals
responsible for the rape and murder of Hajira Begum,
the party along with other like-minded parties will
intensify the agitation. He was addressing a meeting
organised by INSAF on August 17, 2022 at
Vijayawada.

CPI Demands Arrest of Killers of Hajira Begum

Ram Narsimha Rao

He said that
u n d e r
Jaganmohan

Reddy’s regime, Dalits,
minorities and women
are not safe and are being
often attacked. The
dharna was held under
the auspices of
Minorities Rights
P r o t e c t i o n
Society. Members of
women organisations,
other mass

organisations, minority
organisations, Dalit
organisations and her
mother participated in
the dharna.

Hajira Begum, a
Muslim minority young
woman of Yerrabadhu
village of Gonegandla
mandal of Kurnool
district was raped and
murdered by some
miscreants. Though the
incident occurred two
years back police could
not trace the culprits so

far.
R a m a k r i s h n a

demanded that justice
must be done to the poor
victim. He has also
revealed that under the

regime of Jaganmohan
Reddy, attacks on Dalits,
minorities and women
are increasing in Andhra
Pradesh. In Nandyal, one
Abdul Salam was

murdered and the body
was thrown on the
railway track to give an
impression that he had
resorted to suicide. So
far, no arrest was made.

Scientific progress
For every Indian woman aspiring for a career in science, the

role models were too few and far between — Tessy Thomas,
Soumya Swaminathan, Gagandeep Kang, N Kalaiselvi,
Annapurni Subramaniam and a handful of others
notwithstanding. After all, many of these women are exceptions
to the rarefied male bastions of scientific research in India.

This could be changing, going by data released by the
department of science and technology (DST) that has confirmed
a rise in the participation of women in scientific and technological
fields over the last two decades. The percentage of women
researchers has increased from 13.9 in 2015 to 18.7 in 2018. While
the social sciences and humanities still register a larger presence
of women researchers, numbers have increased appreciably
in the sciences as well. Health sciences is now pegged at 24.5
per cent, natural sciences and agriculture at 22.5 per cent and
engineering and technology at 14.5 per cent. Women occupy
key research and leadership positions in institutions such as
the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research, Defence
Research & Development Organisation and Indian Space
Research Organisation, among others. A lot of this has to do
with individual enterprise as well as the thrust of successive
governments on gender diversity through grants and rewiring
of infrastructure for greater inclusivity. Yet, a lot more remains
to be done. According to the 2018 Global Gender Gap report,
India is ranked 108 out of 149 countries. The 2019 All India Survey
on Higher Education shows a significant lag in female
participation at doctoral levels, partly owing to the pressures
of marriage and family planning. Those who overcome these
are often faced with the loneliness of being an outlier in a male
domain, where biases are rampant and getting oneself heard,
a constant struggle. While policies and leadership roles are
excellent incentive models, further benefit could come from a
system of mentoring and an availability of funds, especially
for those who want to get back into the workforce after a hiatus.

Courtesy: The Indian Express
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It’s not funny
The alacrity with which BJP suspended its Telangana MLA

T Raja Singh for his offensive commentary on Islam reflects the
scale of the damage caused by Nupur Sharma’s similar remarks
in May, when the Centre was forced to douse diplomatic fires
in strategically and economically important Gulf countries.
Telangana police had already arrested Singh with even greater
speed. But if the episode yet again exposes BJP’s failure to
moderate voices it labels fringe when under pressure, TRS
righteousness cannot be taken at face value either. Because, today
in India, creative freedom is often a matter of who are in power
where and who are their political rivals.

Singh claims to have been provoked by Munawar Faruqui’s
jokes. Stand-up comedy is political everywhere, even in
authoritarian countries where avoiding politics is a political
statement. But today’s democratic India has invented a uniquely
absurd relationship with it. In the latest iteration of the permit
system — what show happens where depends on which party
runs the state government — Faruqui found his show cancelled
in Bengaluru and Mumbai but supported by extraordinary police
protection in Hyderabad.

Substitute the comedy show with a film screening or book
reading and their fate too would be written by political equations.
The Supreme Court had trenchantly observed in the S Rangarajan
case (1989) that suppressing free speech in response to a threat
of violence is “tantamount to negation of the rule of law”. TRS
government stood up against Singh’s threat to beat up the
performer and burn the venue. But would, say, Salman Rushdie
have enjoyed that protection in venues where Faruqui can
perform? Both should have the right everywhere. Neither will.

Then there are worrying trends of conversations that should
remain private finding their way to police, who are FIR-happy
these days. Bengaluru police took suo motu notice of a Clubhouse
chat to book two techies for “promoting enmity”. Surely police
must not trawl through private exchanges, unless there is clear
indication that speech is specifically intended to lead to violence.
What all this is doing to India’s soft power is a question that
politicians are naturally not asking.

Courtesy: The Times of India

AP State Secretary K. Ramakrishna addressing the protesters
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It is an irony of history that on the occasion of 75th

anniversary of India’s independence, precisely  those
forces are, hypocritically, asking us to hoist Indian

Tricolor ‘higher’, who did not participate in freedom
movement at all! On the contrary, Sangh Parivar opposed
freedom struggle, saying it is ‘waste of time’ and
‘foolishness’! RSS ‘clarified’ that it is a cultural
organization, ‘nothing to do with politics’!! They don’t
have a single martyr to their name. After independence
they even propagated that the Tricolor did not suit India!

CPI and its Role in Nation Building
Anil Rajimwale

So why their sudden
‘love’ for the Tricolor?
They should answer.

Freedom and
building Indian

nation
When India achieved

freedom, it was a weak,
backward and colonial
country. Situation
demanded a clear strategy
of development aimed at
consolidating its political
and economic freedom.
The rightwing reactionary
and communal forces
tried to drag back India into
economically dependent
and politically reactionary
position in order to
perpetuate domination of
the feudal, trading and
monopoly interests,
backed by world
imperialism. The battle
between the forces of
progress and reaction has
been the central
contradiction of post-
independence India,
deciding the direction of
the nation.

Concept of nation
In the era of

colonialism and
imperialism, a country like
India cannot survive
without developing a
powerful and self-reliant
infrastructure as well as
means of production, that
is, heavy and other
machinery. In case of not
achieving this progress, it
will become a victim of
colonial-imperialism. In
the modern age, a
developing nation has to
have capacities to produce
heavy machinery,
metallurgy, energy, iron,
steel, coal, transport and
communications etc. In
other words, India must
develop its own
infrastructure, the rest of

economy being built on its
basis under the guidance
of the public sector.
Tradition, history and
culture have to be put in
this perspective.

Concept of ‘nation’,
cannot be an empty
sentimental rhetoric but a
question of evolving
concrete policies for a
modern and strong entity.

CPI Helps Evolve
Development

Strategy
CPI evolved a two-

pronged strategy for
political, economic and
cultural development of
India: one was
construction of public
sector-led Indian
economy, and the other
political democracy.

CPI worked out
policies and launched
mass struggles for
‘nationalization’ of key
industries, particularly
belonging to the foreign
and Indian monopolies.
‘Nationalization’ is
derived from the word
‘nation’: that which should
belong to the nation. Big
and giant means of
production, machinery,
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s ,
communication and
transport etc should belong
to the nation and state to
be used in the interest of
the people.

The five British railway
companies were
nationalized and merged
to form the ‘Indian
Railways’. Today it is
among the largest and
most efficient of railways
in the world, and is not only
the backbone of Indian
economy but a powerful
vehicle of national
integration.

It is only by developing

national economy that
needs and demands of the
people can be met: the two
are inter-related. CPI
strategy put the public
sector at the ‘commanding
heights’ of the economy:
Bhilai, Durgapur, Bokaro,
Barauni, Mathura
Refinery, Kudremukh,
Vishakhapatnam Steel
Plant (VSP), railways,
electricity and numerous
other branches were
established in the face of
stiff opposition from the 75
monopoly houses and their
political supporters. They
foresaw the general
development of economy.
World imperialist powers,
US in particular, refused to
help, as they wanted India
to weaken. Socialist
countries, in particular
USSR, greatly helped India
to become an economic
power, enabling it fight off
imperialist system.

 India created premier
public sector institutions
like the BHEL, HMT, IDPL,
CSIR, GAIL, SAIL etc, as
also study and research
institutions, such as CSIR,
ICHR, ICSSR, IARI, and so
on.

Nationalization
of banks, 1969
Nationalization of 14

topmost monopoly banks
was a high watermark of
the contest between forces
of progress and reaction,
a turning point in the post-
independence India, not
only economically and
politically but also
ideologically, inflicting
crushing defeat on
rightwing. It was a sharply
fought ideological battle
against both right reaction
and left extremism. The
rightwing including Jan
Sangh, Congress (O),
Swatantra Party and
others representing feudal-
monopolist vested
interests tenaciously
opposed bank
nationalization.

Simultaneously, privy
purses of the former
princely states were taken

away. Finance minister
Morarji Desai had to resign
as he was opposed to the
policies. The political
reflection was the contest
for post of President of
India between CPI and
Indira Congress supported
Dr VV Giri and N Sanjeeva
Reddy supported by
rightwing. VV Giri came
out the winner in the
closely fought contest.

Nationalization of 14
banks dealt a big blow to
feudal usury system and to
growing monopolization
of economy. It opened the
way for huge expansion of
the MSMEs and
modernization of the
agricultural sector, leading
subsequently to green
revolution. It was this step,
along with capacity
building for steel
production that brought
India on to the world stage.

This strategy was
helped greatly by the
Nehruvian model of
development or the ‘Nehru
Framework’. The
Industrial Policy
Resolution of 1938,
worked out mainly by
Jawaharlal Nehru, and
the Industrial Policy
Resolutions of 1948 and
1956 laid down the bases
of planned, self-reliant and
independent economy.
Nehru as prime minister
adopted a positive attitude
to public sector-led
development strategy.
Today the rightwing
reaction is trying to destroy
the Nehru Framework
and malign his name.

Struggle for
parliamentary

democracy
Our Constitution and

parliamentary system are
direct result of our freedom
struggle against British
colonial rule. Fighting for
country’s independence,
we simultaneously fought
for political and
constitutional reforms and
greater Indian
participation. Indian
National Congress,
Communist Party of India,
Congress Socialist Party

and others fought long
battles for extending
democratic rights.
Congress and Communist
intellectuals and leaders
made  stinging criticism of
economic and political
results of British colonial
rule.

CPI was under ban
when the 1937 general
elections took place. Yet
several Communists got
elected to various
assemblies including
Madras, Punjab and
Bengal as independents or
under Congress banner.

During those days, the
electorate was limited,
never more than 14 per
cent, qualifications being
based on property and
education. There existed
‘workers’ constituencies’,
which sent several
Communists to represent
in the legislatures during
the British rule, including
to Constituent Assembly,
such as Somnath Lahiri.

Struggle for universal
franchise and extending
voting rights was a major
issue, creating grounds for
p o s t - i n d e p e n d e n c e
democracy. It was for the
democratic rights for
which our national leaders
including Communists
fought and even laid down
their lives.

Constituent
Assembly

Elections to Constituent
Assembly held in 1946 saw
Congress sweeping in nine
out of 11 provinces. CPI
also fought and won a seat
from Workers’
Constituency, sending
Somnath Lahiri to the CA.
There was a limited
franchise, only 14 percent.
In fact, CPI had demanded
formation of Constituent
Assembly on the basis of
universal adult franchise
as early as in 1927.

CPI candidates won in
some provincial
assemblies, such as S A
Dange to the Bombay
Provincial Assembly.

Dr BR Ambedkar, as
Chairman of Drafting

On Page 15
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2024, Raja said the
communist parties
should come together to
play a major role in
defeating the
“communal forces” in
the Lok Sabha polls.
Strengthening of the
communist parties was
the need of hour.

Condemning the
death of a young Dalit
boy after being beaten up
by teacher in Jalore
district of Rajasthan, he
said such incidents were
a blot on civilised society
and once again
reminded of the
prevailing caste
discrimination in the
country.

CPI state secretary A
M Saleem, who presided
over the session said the
people of Puducherry
had been betrayed by the
National Democratic
Alliance government.
The prime minister,
during the election
campaign, had promised
to make the Union
Territory the BEST —
Business, Education,
Spiritual and Tourism —
hub of the country.
Contrary to the promises
made by the prime
minister and BJP leaders
during the campaign, the
chief minister has
reached a stage where he
is not able to present the
budget.

R Rajangam, state
secretary of CPI (M) and
G Palani, state council
member of CPI (ML)
felicitated the conference.

Senior party comrades
who had crossed 75 years
of age were honoured
during the event.

President of
Reception Committee K
Sethu Selvam concluded
by thanking the
participants.

The delegates session
of the Conference started

on the afternoon of the
first day. The conference
elected A Ramamurthy,
national council
member, K Sedhu
Selvam, state executive
member member and U
Hemalatha, state council
member as members of
the presidium.

The Session
comprised of 153
delegates including 17
women and 60 comrades
below the age of 50 years.

T Geethanathan read
out the condolence
resolution.

National executive

member Azeez Pasha
introduced the political
resolution of the Party
Congress. Before going
into the contents of the
resolution, he said that
Modi had made false
promises which are
beyond the scope of
realization. Modi was
hopeful of India
becoming highly
developed at the time of
its Independence
centenary. Is it possible
when India is performing
worse than the
neighboring countries in
terms of World Poverty
Index under the BJP rule,
asked Azeez Pasha. He

also asked what had
happened to Modi’s
earlier promises that
farmers’ income would
increase double fold at
the time of 75th year of
independence.

After that A M Saleem,
state secretary had
placed the political,
organizational and work
report before the
delegates and spoke.
Twenty delegates
participated in the
discussion. The report
was adopted after
deliberation.

The second day of the

delegate session started
with the felicitation of
Tamil Nadu CPI state
council secretary R
Mutharasan. Control
Commission report and
Audit report was placed
after that.

A resolution pledging
to work for forging an
alliance to form a Secular
Progressive alliance
Government with the
participation of left
parties and another one
to carry out relentless
struggles against the BJP
at the Centre for
continuously acting
against the interests of
the state was moved by

R Viswanathan and Nara
K a l a i n a t h a n
respectively.

Other resolutions
passed in the conference
i n c l u d e d
implementation of 69 per
cent reservation,
revamping of the closed
textile mills, a special
police team with powers
to curb the sale and
movement of narcotics,
opening of fair price
shops and provision of
essential commodities at
reduced rates, universal
coverage of medical
insurance, conduct of
local bodies elections

and filling up of
vacancies in government
posts.

The conference
elected 39-member state
council comprising 10
member executive
committee consisting of
A M Saleem (secretary),
Nara Kalainathan, I
Dinesh Ponniah, K Sedhu
Selvam (assistant
secretary), Siva, V
Subbiah (treasurer), R
Anthony, T P Ravi, M
Amudha and
M a d h i y a z h a g a n .
Advocate G
Govindasamy was
elected as the chairman

of state control
commission.

On the evening of
August 18, an
impressive, red rally,
with massive
participation, was held,
which culminated into a
grand public meeting at
Jeeva Colony,
Puducherry. The rally
was led by the march
past parade of young red
squads of girls and boys.
CPI constituency
committees and mass
organizations under
their respective banners
clad in red attire rallied
raising slogans against
the BJP Government.

The art and literature
team [IPTA] organized
children wearing masks
of veteran leaders, poets
and Left thinkers. AITUC
cadres numbering more
than 1000 took part in red
sarees and T shirts.
Members of AIKS
participated with
agriculture produces.

The public meeting
was presided over by A
M Saleem. CPI general
Secretary D Raja,
national executive
member member Azeez
Psaha, Tamil Nadu state
council secretary R
Mutharasan addressed
the meeting. State
executive committee
members Nara
Kalainathan, I Dinesh
Ponniah, Siva, R
Anthony, M Amudha, T
P Ravi and P
Madhiyazhagan were
present. Assistant
secreatary  K Sethu
Selvam delivered the
vote of thanks.

The entire town wore
a red look with streets
decorated with red flags,
festoons and banners of
party veterans and
stalwarts of international
and national communist
leaders.

NR Congress Must Quit ...

A view of the cultural programme

From Front Page
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STUDY &
STRUGGLE

C. Adhikesavan

It is a fact that the education factories run on
commercial and privatised basis are altogether is
spoiling the future generation without any valuable
degrees, human values completely wasting the best
human resources. The Chief Justice of India has
recently attacked such kind of education which does
not suit the human environment.

Commercialised, Privatised Factories
of Education Degrading Human Values

He is of the
opinion that
the education

system preferred by the
present generation is
losing their values their
m u s h r o o m i n g
educational institutions
throughout the country.
One could easily witness
that the system of
education has been
demeaning the basic
human principles. It
seems that the degrees
provided are also
useless. The education
has lost its social
relevance.

N V Ramana called
for a transformation of
the education system
with “focus on the value
of social relationships
and conscious
citizenship”.

It should blend our
historical baggage with
a futuristic vision, to
equip young minds with
the right tools and
attitudes to transform
our society with
awareness and right
understanding”.

The need of the hour
is to develop a model of
education which must
teach us how to face real
life challenges. It should
enable us to achieve
social solidarity and
create individuals who
are meaningful
members of society,” he
said, adding that “true
education should enable
individuals to
acknowledge the deep-
rooted issues prevailing
in society and find
appropriate solutions”.

He pointed out that
“when our institutions of

national importance
were created, the sole
purpose was to provide
wholesome education to
all directed at nation
building”.

The CJI recalled that
“decades ago, this
university premise was
a fertile ground for
various social
movements in the state.
In an earlier age, as
students, we were
deeply connected to
social issues and the
problems of the people.
Those early associations
with social causes are
what shaped the nation-
building sentiments in
us”.

CJI Ramana said that
“universities and their
research wings should
focus on issues affecting
our country and try to
find comprehensive
solutions. Apart from
enhancing their in-house
capabilities, the
universities must
collaborate with
renowned research and
d e v e l o p m e n t
organisations. This will
provide practical
experience to students
and encourage a culture
of scientific enquiry and
research”.

He also called for
“active cooperation by
the State to earmark
funds for research and
innovation” saying that
“it will be a sad
commentary if we allow
our key areas of learning
and research to suffer on
account of lack of
funding”.

He also called to
“develop an inclusive

vision of progress” and
to “to build a democracy
filled with vibrancy and
idealism, where
differences of identities
and opinions are
respected”.

Chief Justice of India
Justice N V Ramana
stressed the need for a
model of education that
teaches students how to
face real-life challenges
and lamented that
institutions (of higher
learning) were losing
their social relevance
with the ‘mushrooming
of factories of education.’

Speaking at the
convocation after being
awarded an honorary
doctorate of letters from
his alma mater, Acharya
Nagarjuna University
(ANU), he stressed the
importance of education
in fostering social unity
and making people into
valuable members of
society.

He expressed regret
that the focus of
professional courses
continued to be on
creation of an obedient
workforce, like in
colonial times, that could
generate the output
that’s required.

The harsh reality is
that even after the
students enter
p r o f e s s i o n a l
universities, the focus is
on classroom-learning
and not on the world
beyond. Securing highly
remunerative and
profitable job
opportunities has
become the sole objective
behind such education,
he added. “There was a
total neglect of equally
important subjects like
humanities, natural
sciences, history,
economics and
languages. We are
w i t n e s s i n g
mushrooming of

factories of education
which are leading to
devaluation of degrees
and human resources. I
am not sure, who or what
is to be blamed, he said,”
said the outgoing CJI.

The CJI further said it
was time for a
transformation of the
country’s education
system and added that
institutes must focus on
the value of social
relationships and
conscious citizenship.
“Education should
blend our historical
baggage with a futuristic
vision to equip young
minds with the right
tools and attitudes to
transform our society
with awareness and right
understanding,” he said.

UP tops list of states
with most faculty
vacancies in centrally-
run institutes

Haryana has the
greatest number of vacant
teaching and non-
teaching positions in its
state universities. Uttar
Pradesh has the highest
number of faculty
vacancies in its centrally-
run education institutes,
Union Minister of State
for Education.

A total of 2,620
teaching positions are
vacant across 10
c e n t r a l l y - o w n e d
education institutes in
the UP. The number of
non-teaching staff
positions lying vacant in
the state is 6,208, which
is the highest in the
country.

Some of the central-
owned institutes in UP
are IIT-Kanpur, Benaras
Hindu University,
Aligarh Muslim
University, IIT(BHU)-
Varanasi and
IIM-Lucknow.

Benaras Hindu
University has 532
teaching and 3,441 non-

teaching positions lying
vacant, whereas the
University of Allahabad
has 622 teaching and 665
vacant non-teaching
positions.

UP is closely followed
by Delhi, with eight of its
centrally-run institutes
having 1,599 teaching
and 4,060 non-teaching
positions lying vacant.
Delhi University has the
most number of
vacancies, with 900
teaching and 2,359 non-
teaching positions
vacant.

West Bengal,
meanwhile, has 1,249
teaching and 2,256 non
teaching positions
vacant. In West Bengal,
IIT-Kharagpur has 798
teaching and 592 non-
teaching positions
vacant.

The vacancies arise
due to retirement,
resignation and
additional requirements
on account of enhanced
students’ strength.

All centrally-run
universities are
managed under the
purview of the
Department of Higher
Education in the
Ministry of Education.

As for state
universities, Haryana
has the greatest number
of vacant positions —
4,520 teaching and 7,396
non-teaching vacancies.
It is closely followed by
Uttar Pradesh with 3,511
teaching positions and
1,355 non-teaching
positions lying vacant.

Some of the other
states that are grappling
with the shortage of
teachers are West Bengal
(2,302), Telangana (2,004)
and Bihar (1,922).
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It is an irony of our contemporary history that when
the country is celebrating the 75th year of its
independence, the central government is under

the command of the communal, divisive, reactionary
and undemocratic forces which never took part in
the freedom struggle. RSS kept itself aloof from the
national liberation movement. RSS chief Golwalkar
advised his followers: “Hindus, Don’t waste your
energy fighting the British; save your energy to fight
our internal enemies that are Muslims, Christians
and Communists”.

Glorious Role of Communists
 R S Yadav

The Communist Party
has been one of the
foremost parties that
was dedicated to the
cause of freedom. The
Communists can really
feel proud that its each
and every member, who

joined the party before
independence, was a
freedom fighter, and
faced long-term jail
sentences, life
transportation and even
became martyrs. At the
time of the First Party
Congress in 1943, party
had a total membership
of 15,563. Out of them,
695 party comrades were
in in the jails. Of them 105
were serving life
sentences. Seventy
percent of delegates
attending the Party
Congress had served one

or more terms in jail. The
time spent by all of them
in jail together came to
411 years.

It goes to the credit of
the communists that
they brought the demand
for complete liberation

from the British yoke at
the center stage of the
freedom movement.
When the Indian National
Congress was  toying
with the slogans like
“home rule”, ‘Dominion
status”, “responsible
government” and
vaguely talking about
‘Swaraj”, it were the
communists who raised
the demand of Complete
Independence. They put
forth that complete
independence means
complete separation
from the Britishers.

It is notable that, at the

time of the Ahmedabad
session of the Indian
National Congress
(December 1921), the
newly formed
Communist Party of
India (which was formed
in Tashkent on October
7, 1920) issued a
manifesto in the name of
MN Roy and Abani
Mukherji and
distributed it in
thousands in the session.
Its main demand was
complete independence
for India, making it a
democratic republic,
with anti-feudal basic

agrarian reforms and
trade union rights for the
working class.

Hasrat Mohani, who
later chaired the
reception committee for
foundation conference
of the Communist Party
in Kanpur on December
26, 1926, proposed in
Ahmedabad Congress to
define “Swaraj” as
“ c o m p l e t e
independence, free from
all foreign control”.

It is noteworthy that in
December 1921, the
communist groups were

already being
prosecuted on the
charge of “conspiracy to
wage war upon the King
Emperor to deprive him
of his sovereignty over
British India”. On
October 10, 1921, a
conspiracy case, known
as the First Peshawar
Conspiracy, had been
launched. Later,
between 1921 to 1927,
one after another, five
cases, known as
Peshawar Conspiracy
Cases, were launched
against communists.

In the early 1920s, the

communists were very
few in number, yet the
very idea that they
wanted to overthrow the
British rule from India
prompted the rulers to
launch several
conspiracy cases against
them.

As the Peshawar
conspiracy cases were
going on, in 1924, the
government launched
another one called
Bolshevik conspiracy
case against four
communists - Shaukat
Usmani, Muzaffar

Ahmed, S A Dange and
Nalini Gupta.

In the foundation
conference of the
Communist Party,
chairman of the reception
committee was
Singarvelu who
explained the aims and
objects of the Party. He
said, “The movement of
Communists is the
movement of peasants
and workers, and the
immediate aim of the
Party is to establish

Swaraj or complete
independence by all fair
means”.

By 1928, the
Communist Party had
established itself in the
working class centers as
a force to reckon with.
Within the Indian
National Congress also
a left section had started
emerging.  Communist
Party’s representatives
in the Congress were
working closely with the
left section in the
Congress, and they
pressed in the Madras

Portrait taken outside the jail in Meerut of twenty-five of those who were imprisoned as part of the Meerut Conspiracy Case. Back
row (left to right): KN Sehgal, SS Josh, HL Hutchinson, Shaukat Usmani, BF Bradley, A Prasad, P Spratt, G Adhikari. Middle Row: RR
Mitra, Gopen Chakravarti, Kishori Lal Ghosh, LR Kadam, DR Thengdi, Goura Shanker, S Bannerjee, KN Joglekar, PC Joshi, Muzaffar

Ahmad. Front row: MG Desai, D Goswami, RS Nimbkar, SS Mirajkar, SA Dange, SV Ghate, Gopal Basak. 
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in Freedom Struggle
session of Congress
(1927) for adopting the
goal of complete
independence.

It is interesting to
recall briefly as to what
happened at Madras
session of the Congress.
K N Joglekar, a
communist leader from
Bombay, moved a one
line resolution that the
goal of the Indian
National Congress
should be to achieve
complete independence
for India. He and other
communists were
pleasantly surprised
when Jawaharlal Nehru
walked forward to
support this resolution
and it was subsequently
passed.

Communists played
a memorable role in the
annual session of the
Indian National
Congress in Kolkata in
December 1928. In this
session of the Congress,
Jawaharlal Nehru and
Subhash Chandra Bose
moved amendments of
identical nature to the
main resolution
introduced by Gandhiji.
The amendments
demanded the Calcutta
Congress to adhere to the
decision of the Madras
Congress declaring
Complete Independence
to be the goal of the
Congress. The
Communists, and other
left-nationalists voted
for this amendment, but
it got narrowly defeated.
Next day, a 50 thousand
strong workers’
procession, led by
communists entered the
Congress Pandal with the
permission of the
Congress president
(Motilal Nehru) and
passed a resolution
supporting complete
independence.

We can deduce that
efforts by the
communists in every
session of the Indian
National Congress since
its Ahmedabad session
in 1921, bore fruit, and the
pressure created  by the
working class led
mainly by communists
during the Kolkata
Congress (1928)  had a
positive effect on the
Congress leadership,
and in its next annual
session at Lahore
(December 31, 1929), the
resolution  for complete
independence was

adopted by Indian
National Congress.

The British rulers
were taking a serious
note of the role of the
communists in the
freedom movement.
They were particularly
worried over the
mobilization of working
class by the communists.
Under the leadership
and guidance of
communists, workers in
various parts of the
country were not only
raising their economic
demands and struggling
for them, but political
demands were also
raised along with
participation in political
actions.

On March 20, 1929, the
government arrested

most of the communists
and working class
leaders in the Meerut
Conspiracy Case. From
all over India, 31 persons
were arrested. One more
was arrested later. The
Case got tremendous
national and
international publicity.
The Congress also came
out  massively in defense
of the Meerut prisoners.
Prominent among them
were Gandhiji, Dr Ansari
and many others.

By arresting the
leadership of emerging
communist and working

class movement, the
rulers did not succeed in
isolating the communists
from the national
movement which was
very clear by the support
of the Congress for the
Meerut prisoners.
However, they were
successful in making the
communist and workers
movement leaderless to
a great extent, which had
serious negative
implications during the
following years.

On February 14-16,
1930, the Congress
Working Committee that
met at Sabarmati, gave a
call for “Civil
Disobedience”. Gandhiji
launched Salt Satyagraha
in March, 1930, violating
the salt law. The entire

initiative received huge
response as on the beach
in Dandi, salt was made
from sea water. It was also
true that the rulers
reacted with unleashing
heavy repression.

In 1930, when Gandhiji
visited them in Meerut
jail, the communists
accused in the case
assured him of
communist support in
the Civil Disobedience
movement. But some of
the communists outside
jail ridiculed the
movement as a
“bourgeois” reformist

movement. For this a very
large share of
responsibility lies with
the leaders of the
C o m m u n i s t
International who had
given an incorrect
understanding about the
role of the Congress
leadership.

In the Karachi session
of the Congress (April
1931) the CPI distributed
its draft platform of
action. This document
did not specify its
attitude towards the
national struggle as such
or ban communist
participation in the same.
But when some
communists joined the
movement, they were
sent to jail. However, it
has to be admitted that

due to the sectarian
understanding and the
absence of a rousing call
for joining the movement
in the draft platform and
because of its negative
attitude towards the
Congress leadership –
particularly its left wing
– communists in general
more or less kept aloof
from the civil
d i s o b e d i e n c e
movement.

After the Meerut
prisoners started coming
out of jail one by one, the
Party started
reorganizing the
scattered communists
into a well-knit party.
The Party took up the
task of all-round
correction of the
disastrous sectarian line
pursued previously.

The shattered TU
unity was restored and
the Party tried to build up
a united national front
around the Congress. The
Party was united and
organized on all India
scale with a central all-
India legal paper to
coordinate and organize
its activities. Work inside
the Indian National
Congress was better
organized and
expanded. In
coordination with left
forces inside the
Congress, the Party
pressed for unity and all-
out struggle  e for
national independence.

Towards the end of
1935, Dr Gangadhar
Adhikari, S V Ghate and
S S Mirajkar had been
arrested in succession
and Somnath Lahiri had
been elected general
secretary of the CPI. He
drafted a new political
thesis based on the lines
of the Dimitrov’s report
and Dutt-Bradley thesis.
A new turn came within
the Party.

The Communists
took an active part in the
Lucknow session of the

On page 12

A view of Police repression on naval rebels



New Age Weekly

10 August 28–September 03, 2022

On Page 12

dangerous phase in
Jammu and Kashmir,
thereby drawing a thin
line between civilians
and militants.

The alienation of
the people of Jammu and
Kashmir has reached to
the levels never seen
before. The growing
communalism in Indian
mainland has further
deepened  this 
alienation. The
bureaucratic rule of
more than past  four years
has compounded the
miseries of the general
masses and pushed them
to the wall. In absence of 
an elected government,
the genuine concerns of
the people go unheard.  

Although the
government held
the block development
council (BDC)
a n d  d i s t r i c t
development council (
DDC) elections, these
Councils were deprived 
of the  powers. The
significant bureaucratic
meddling in the
functioning of these
councils has stymied the
execution of various
developmental works in
the rural areas of the
Jammu and Kashmir.
This interference has also
led to the considerable
reduction in the
autonomy of Panchayati
Raj institutions. The
Panchayat members
primarily tasked with
t h e  e c o n o m i c
development at the grass
roots level have hardly
any say in the process of
identifying different developmental
works in their respective
c o n s t i t u e n c i e s .  T h e
government authorities
themselves decide on the
developmental works in
a given Panchayat and

allot the funds
accordingly. Even the
works identified by
these members are being
altered by the
authorities during the
cumbersome paperwork
procedures. The works,
according to the Rule 49
of the Rules of 1996 of J
& K Panchayati Raj,
involving the funds up to
Rs 3 lac are to be executed
by the Halqa Panchayat
itself by employing daily
laborers  and not the
contractors.  The
government officials,
however, put all such
works to tendering
process and engage
professional contractors,
which is in deep contrast
to the Rule 49.

D e s p i t e
gerrymandering the poll
constituencies to benefit
BJP, the government is in
no mood to restore
democratic process by
holding the Assembly
elections in the region. Of
late, the Election
Commission extended
the date of publication of
revised electoral rolls by
almost  one month,
which clearly indicates
that the elections will not
be held this year. The
recent statement by the 
chief electoral officer to
include those to voter
lists who reside
ordinarily in Jammu and
Kashmir is another
attempt to disempower 
the  people of the region.
The move is an assault on
the legitimate rights of
the people of Jammu and
Kashmir and is bound to
change the electoral
demography of the
region.  

The amendments
to fourteen land laws
including four crucial
laws, the J&K
Development Act, 1970,

the J&K Land Revenue
Act, 1996, the Agrarian
Reforms Act, 1976 and
the J&K Land Grants Act,
1960, have led to wide
s p r e a d  i n s e c u r i t y
among the local
populace across the
entire region. These laws
are bound to have
serious implications on
the economic
sovereignty of the region.
 These amendments

were made at time when
the farmers in the region
have been grappling
with worst kind of
economic crisis due to
protracted lockdowns
over the past several
years. The horticulture
sector which provides
livelihood to over 33 lakh
people in Jammu and
Kashmir has borne the
brunt of such
lockdowns. The stone
fruits like plum, cherry
and apricot, which have
rather a short shelf life,
could not reach to
outside Mandis on time,
incurring heavy losses to
the farmers. Even during
the ongoing year, the
frequent blockade of
National Highway to
facilitate the Amarnath
Yatra resulted in the
damage to such fruits. 

The growing
levels of unemployment
has left lakhs of educated
youth disappointed and
disillusioned. Jammu
and Kashmir has
witnessed a quantum
leap in the
unemployment rate after
the abrogation of article
370. In the month of
March, 2022, the
unemployment rate
climbed to staggering 46
percent. The corruption
during  the recruitment
process has eroded the
faith of jobless youth in
the recruitment agencies.

Recently the LG
administration scrapped
the recruitment process
for the posts of police
s u b -
inspectors following the
corruption charges. The
administration has also
ordered probe into the
recruitment process for
the posts of Finance
Assistant Accountant
posts, which brought
hundreds of job aspirants
to the streets, fearing that
the government may
scarp the entire
recruitment process. 

Similarly, there
has been a deep seated
anger among the
Anganwari workers,
helpers and other daily
wage workers who are
discharging their duties
without wages for
months altogether. 

The new media
policy introduced in
2020 has curbed the
freedom of press and is
aimed to
browbeat journalists into
submission. The
government also resorts
to a strong-arm tactics to
achieve this goal.  

CPI in its 15th  Jammu
and Kashmir  state
conference resolved to
fight for the restoration of
the autonomy of Jammu
and Kashmir and
continue to struggle to
defend the democratic
and constitutional rights
of the people of Jammu
and Kashmir.

Conference De-
manded the following:
a)   The unilateral
decision taken on
August 5, 2022, which
stripped Jammu and
Kashmir of its
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l
autonomy, must be
rolled back.
b)   All the undemocratic
and authoritarian orders

passed post August 5,
2019 should be revoked.
c)    The political process
must  be initiated and the
Assembly elections be
held without further
delay.
d)   The people residing
temporarily in Jammu
and Kashmir should not
be included in the
revised electoral rolls as
their inclusion is bound
to change the electoral
demography of Jammu
and Kashmir.
e)    The remuneration of
Anganwari workers,
helpers and other daily
wagers must be released
regularly and  on time.
f)     The government
must create enough
e m p l o y m e n t
opportunities for the
educated youth of
Jammu and Kashmir.
g)   The autonomy of
Panchayati Raj
institutions should be
restored.
h)    All the draconian
laws which remain
enforced over last  many
decades and are largely
misused must be
revoked forthwith. 
i)      The political
workers and hundreds of
youth detained under
such laws without a fair
trial should be freed. 
j)       The journalist
should be allowed to
report in a free and fair
manner.
k)   The Government of
India must hold
dialogue with all the
stakeholders including
Pakistan for the peaceful
resolution of Kashmir
issue and a long lasting
peace.

People Facing Intense Miseries ...
From Back Page
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As we approach August 6, we remember 8.15
am on that day in 1945 when the US exploded
first ever nuclear weapon on human

population at Hiroshima in Japan. This was
followed by another attack on Nagasaki on August
9. Over two lakh people died on these two days in
these two cities. Number of people injured, rendered
destitute, homeless and orphaned far exceeds this
number.  Effect of radiations on the generations after
that is still felt. That was the time of unprecedented
humanitarian crises and agony never heard of
before.    

Nuclear Dangers, and its Challenges
Dr Arun Mitra 

Dr. Marcel Junod, the
new head of the ICRC’s
delegation in Japan was
the first foreign doctor to
reach Hiroshima on
September 8, 1945, one
month after the dropping
of the atom bomb. He
described that ‘the center
of the city was a sort of
white patch, flattened
and smooth like the palm
of a hand. Nothing
remained. The slightest
trace of houses seemed to
have disappeared. The
medical care was in
shambles and
rudimentary; dressings
are made of coarse cloth.
A few jars of medicine
lying around on a shelf.
The injured often have
uncovered wounds and
thousands of flies settle
on them and buzz
around. Everything is
incredibly filthy. Several
patients are suffering
from the delayed effects
of radioactivity with
multiple hemorrhages.
They need small blood
transfusions at regular
intervals; but there are no
donors, no doctors to
determine the
compatibility of the
blood groups;
consequently, there is no
treatment’.     

Dr Junod noted the
consequences of the
bomb for Hiroshima’s
medical corps; out of 300
doctors, 270 died or were
injured; out of 1,780
nurses, 1,654 perished or
were injured. He made
an appeal for the bomb to
be banned outright, just
as poison gas was
outlawed in the aftermath

of the First World
War. (1)  

Ironically the number
of nuclear weapons has
been increasing and it is
assumed that there are
nearly 17000 nuclear
weapons on earth today.
The number of countries
which possess these
weapons also increased
from one to nine. These
include USA, Russia,
Britain, France, China,
North Korea, India,
Pakistan and Israel.    

 The nuclear weapons
are a real threat to not
only the human
population but the
whole flora and fauna on
earth. The very presence
of these weapons is
fraught with the danger
of their use.   

 The destructive
power of nuclear
weapons is well
documented now.  Ira
Helfand, Co President of
IPPNW in a study on
Climate Consequences
of Regional Nuclear War
has pointed out that even
a limited nuclear war
between India and
Pakistan using 100
Hiroshima sized nuclear
weapons could put over
two billion people at risk.
Up to 20 million people
would be killed outright
as the great cities of the
subcontinent would be
destroyed and it would
blanket much of South
Asia with radioactive
fallout. But the global
consequences are even
more alarming. This
limited nuclear conflict
would even affect
weather patterns

throughout the world.
Soot and debris injected
into the atmosphere from
the explosions and
resulting fires would
block sunlight from
reaching the earth,
producing an average
surface cooling of -1.25ºC
that would last for
several years.  Even 10
years out, there would be
a persistent average
surface cooling of -0.5ºC. 
This would lead to crop
failure and affect the size
of available food stocks.
If the soot injected into the
atmosphere in a nuclear
war caused significant
ozone depletion that
could cause a further
major decline in actual
food production. The
combination of failed
harvests and a collapsed
distribution system
would prevent essential
foods from reaching the
areas which require
these. This scenario will
affect the poor countries
more and the poor
people in these countries
even worse.   

It is therefore
imperative that nuclear
weapons are abolished
for good. As proved in
Hiroshima-Nagasaki
medical science has no
remedy to offer in the
event of a nuclear
exchange. The situation
is much worse now as the
present day weapons are
much more deadly.   

It is in this background
that the Review
Conference of the
Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty, the
NPT  RevCon has begun
in New York in which 191
member countries will
deliberate on the
progress made in the
Nuclear Non
Proliferation since the
treaty came in to force  in
1970. The participants
include five major
nuclear powered

countries. The
deliberations are
expected to include
various aspects of the
treaty including the
obligations by the major
nuclear powered
countries to take steps
towards nuclear
abolition. Article VI of
the NPT is important as
according to it ‘Each of
the Parties to the Treaty
undertakes to pursue
negotiations in good
faith on effective
measures relating to
cessation of the nuclear
arms race at an early date
and to nuclear
disarmament, and on a
treaty on general and
complete disarmament
under strict and effective
i n t e r n a t i o n a l
control’. The major
nuclear must answer
what they have done till
date in the last 52 years.   

It is important to note
that the event is taking
place for the first time
after the Treaty for the
Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons (TPNW). The
TPNW was passed by the
UN General Assembly in
2017 with 122 votes in
favour and only one vote
against. The treaty has
d e l e g i t i m i z e d
the   nuclear weapons
and declared them
illegal as per the
international law.
Secretary General of the
UN, Antonio Gutteres
has on the occasion said
that ‘Humanity is just
one misunderstanding,
one miscalculation away
from nuclear
annihilation’ This is
genuine feeling of a
person who is duty
bound to keep the world
united and in peaceful
co-existence.     

 Adoption of Treaty
Prohibiting Nuclear
Weapons (TPNW) by
the UNO is a big step
forward and a real hope.
The treaty has been
already signed by the 86
countries and ratified by

60 countries. It is time
now that ‘all states must
condemn the recent
threats to use nuclear
weapons, the increase
and modernization of
nuclear arsenals, and the
increased role of nuclear
weapons in security
doctrines’.    

The war between
Russia and Ukraine is a
big threat to peace at  the
moment. Russia and
NATO have threatened
to use these weapons. It
is therefore very urgent
that Russia Ukraine war
should stop
immediately. Russian
President Putin’s letter to
the participants in the
NPT RevCon as reported
by Reuter that ‘there
could be no winners in
nuclear war and no such
war should ever be
started’ is  welcome. But
he must explicitly
denounce the use of
nuclear weapons under
any circumstances
during the ongoing war
with Ukraine. Tension
between the US and
China after the arrival of
the US House speaker
Nancy Pelosi in Taiwan
is a worrisome issue.   

 Some ideologues are
stressing that  nuclear
weapons serve as
deterrence.  They say
had Ukraine not taken
the nuclear weapons off
from its territory Russia
won’t dare to attack. So,
more countries should
become nuclear
weapons countries.        

The Nobel laureates
ICAN, IPPNW and
several other civil society
organizations are
actively lobbying in New
York at the NPT review
conference with data of
H u m a n i t a r i a n
consequences of Nuclear
War with the hope that
the RevCon will have a
positive outcome to
convince the nuclear
powered countries to
join TPN.
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Indian National
Congress in April, 1936.
Jawaharlal Nehru was
the Congress president.
He had recently returned
from Europe after the
death of his wife Kamla.
While in Europe he had
met several communist
leaders there including
Rajani Palm Dutt. He had
also seen the Dimitrov
Report. All these had
obviously created a big
impact on him, which
reflected in his
presidential speech
where he said: I am
convinced that the only
key to the solution of
India’s problems lies in
socialism”. The banned
CPI and the handful of
communist delegates to
the Congress session,
together with the
Congress Socialists,
supported Nehru’s
speech.

In late 1938, the CPI,
though banned, took the
lead in suggesting that
Subhash Chandra Bose
be put for the post of
Congress President.
Subhash won the election
defeating the right-wing
leader Pattabhi
Sitarammya with 1575
against 1375 votes..  But
they never allowed him
to function properly and
in disgust Subhash
resigned from
presidentship.

 Bose’s re-election
certainly indicated the
growing radicalization
in the country. This was
the time when in the
elections to the Bombay
PCC communists were
prominently returned
with Dr Adhikari
securing the highest
votes and in the Bombay
municipal elections four
communist candidate
topped the polls.

When the second
World War started in
September, 1939, the
polit bureau of the CPI
declared in September
1939 that the task of the
Indian people was the
revolutionary utilization
of the war crisis for the
achievement of national
freedom.

The government
came down with a heavy
hand. A countrywide
round-up of communists
and other radical
sections followed. In
January 1941, home
member Reginald
Maxwell declared that of
the 700 detained without
trial, about 480  were,
almost without
exception, either
a c k n o w l e d g e d
communists or active
supporters of the
communist Program.

On June 22, 1941,
Germany attacked
Soviet Union. This was a
new turn in the war. The
Congress noted that the
character of the war was
changed. In January,
1942, the AICC declared
its solidarity with the
Soviet Union, China and
nations enslaved by the
fascist forces and
conditional support to
war and demanded a
“national government
for national defense”.
The government
rejected the demand.

After this, Bombay
AICC meeting was held
on  August 7-8, 1942, and
adopted the famous
“Quit India” resolution,
though there were no
preparations made for
the agitation. The
g o v e r n m e n t
immediately arrested the
leadership. The masses
reacted to this cruel
action with wide spread
protests. The mass revolt
against the British

imperialism and for the
cause of national
independence was
almost spontaneous. The
government resorted to
ruthless repression.
According to
government reports,
between August 9-31,
1942, the number of
those arrested was
60,229, detained 18,000,
and those killed by
police or military firing,
940.

Many communist
leaders were in Deoli
detention camp. The
Party being banned, the
underground Centre
functioned outside and
it was then that a
document proposing
change in line was sent
by the comrades in Deoli
camp in December 1941.
In February 1941, the
Polit bureau said in a
resolution: “Make the
Indian people play a
people’s role in the
people’s war”. It was
resolved that the people
in the country and the CPI
itself were to fight for the
cause of greater freedom,
for the greater masses,
beyond the country and
also within the country.
It was to be against the
imperialist forces that
had turned the war into
people’s war. In July 1942
the government lifted
the ban on the CPI and
made it legal.

The CPI did come
forward to support the
war efforts but it never
opted for compromise on
its demand for
independence of the
country. The Party also
correctly worked out the
specific strategy of the
freedom struggle in this
new period, that was
national unity to win a
national government for
national defense. It was
in this process that many
communist leaders came

From Page 9 out openly in support of
freedom struggle in the
country, got arrested and
also got killed while
taking part in agitation.

With the fall of Berlin
on May 9, 1945, the World
War came to an end. It
had a great impact on the
anti-colonial and
national liberation
movements. Soon there
was a world wide mass
upsurge of socialist and
national liberation
revolutions. This post-
war mass upsurge got
momentum in India also.
There was a rise of strikes
in the second half of 1945,
which gained strength
rapidly. There were
strikes in railways and
postal department, and
also anti-imperialist
demonstrations in
different cities. In
Kolkata, on November
11, 1945, mass
demonstrations evolved
into clashes, street
fighting and setting up of
barricades. Apart from
working class strikes,
there was a rise of the
peasant struggles in
various parts of the
country such as the
glorious Telangana
armed struggle, the
famous Tebhaga
movement in Bengal, the
tenent struggle in
Montegomery, the
peasants’s Bakasht
struggle in Bihar, peasant
struggles in Warli,
Tanjavur, Malabar,
Unnao etc. The CPI and
its workers were actively
working in these
struggles. In fact, most of
these struggles were
organized and led by the
CPI. Apart from the
economic demands of
the working class and
peasantry the demand for
independence was
invariably raised during
these struggles. To a
great extent, most of

these struggles had
acquired political
character. And then in
January 1946, there was
a strike by personnel of
Air Force in Bombay;
then a strike in Royal
Indian Navy was
launched evolving into a
mutiny.  The striking
navy men put up three
flags – Congress,
Muslim League and
Communist party on
their ships. The strike
spread to Thana, Karachi,
K o l k a t a .
Vishakhapatnam. By
February 21, the entire
Royal Indian Navy
joined. British troops had
been called in. There
were clashes and firings.
There was a hartal in
Bombay on the same day
at CPI’s call – workers ,
students went on strike,
demonstrations of
solidarity took place.
There were bloody
clashes – barricades were
put on February 23.
Army signal corps in
Jabalpur went on strike.
On February 23-24, there
was firing in Bombay in
which 270 were killed
and 1700 wounded.
Among those killed,
there were several CPI
comrades. Kamal
Dhonde was one of them.
It is of historic
significance that the
working class stood side
by side with the
revolutionary army,
navy and air force men.
The CPI was the one
party that worked to
bring about this historic
unity even though only
for a short time. This
postwar upsurge shook
the confidence of the
British government.
They came to senses and
declared independence
for India. On August 15,
1947, our country got
independence.

Glorious role of Communists  ...
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Diary of
International

Events
C. Adhikesavan

As the Latin American nations have been
suffering in the hands of United States of
America, the smaller European Union

nations are also suffering from a “deficit of freedom
and equality. The UE is toeing the line of US with
imperialistic designs over the smaller states. Poland
has raised this issue recently with serious
allegations against EU. The imperialist forces have
become powerful after the end of Soviet Union.

EU Toeing the US Line of
‘Imperialist Tendencies’

Although Brussels
claims to be standing
u p t o
the ”imperialist” threat
posed by Russia, the EU
itself is not free
o f  ” i m p e r i a l i s t i c
tendencies, according to
Polish Foreign Minister
Zbigniew Rau. Germany
is one of the driving
forces behind these
aspirations, he added. 

Some of the more
powerful member states
of the EU have often
attempted to dominate
[their] partners, impose
[their] arguments on
them, disregard their
rights, interests and
needs, while paying no
attention to their
protests, calling for
reforms to strengthen
the role of smaller states
in the decision-making
processes.

The increased role of
the majority vote in the
EU decision-making
process advocated by
Berlin poses a particular
threat to freedom and
equality within the bloc,
Rau believes. ”Small
and medium-sized
states, who are
disproportionately less
capable of building
e f f e c t i v e
coalitions” are ”doomed
to lose” the vote even
when their own essential
interests or needs are
affected, the minister
said, adding that their
fate is then ”decided by
others, which means that

their freedom is
f u n d a m e n t a l l y
violated.”

Larger EU nations like
Germany possess ”an
u n q u e s t i o n a b l e
economic advantage and
d e m o g r a p h i c
potential,” which also
translates into ”a voting
power in the EU’s
d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g
process, which small and
medium-sized states are
unable to counterbalance
even by acting
together,” according to
Rau. He also claimed
that Berlin uses this
advantage to pursue its
national interests at the
expense of others. 

Gaining a dominant
market position came at
the expense of not only
undermining the level
playing field but also of
European economies
becoming dependent on
Russian supplies of
energy sources and the
security interests of some
EU member states and
Ukraine.  

The end of Germany’s
competitive advantage
in the common market
has resulted in a
proposal – insisted on by
Germany – that all
member states
voluntarily cut their gas
consumption by 15 per
cent, including those
countries that have
persistently warned
their European partners
against becoming
dependent on Russia.  

Food subsidies
must continue to

tackle world
hunger crisis
While the world is

facing hunger and
poverty, under the
conditions of World
Bank and WTO, majority
of the developing and
under developed
countries are forced to
withdraw subsidies
meant for the poor
people further
marginalising the
poverty-stricken global
population.

Subsidizing food is
largely not an activity

that involves the world’s
poorest people who are
most at risk of hunger,
but its richest and most
amply-fed. Egypt is one
of the horrible examples
to point out, where the
price of flatbread is fixed
and more than half the
population lives on
loaves costing just 0.05
Egyptian pounds (0.25
cents) thanks to heavy
government support.

Alms for the needy are
one of the oldest forms of
charity. The tradition
persists to this day, in the
form of food stamps in
the US, food banks in the
UK, free school meals in
Japan, direct subsidy
programmes like
Egypt’s, and India’s price
controls on farm
produce. On top of that
are exemptions from
sales taxes for essential
ingredients in many
countries. With nearly

800 million people —
about a 10th of the
world’s population —
unable to feed
themselves adequately
last year, you might
expect this form of
welfare to be growing in
size and significance.

A recent report by the
United Nations Food and
A g r i c u l t u r e
Organization breaks it
d o w n .
While subsidies direct to
consumers — especially
if targeted at those most
in need — are one of the
most effective ways of
tackling hunger, they’re

a small part of total
global support at just 72
billion dollar out of 630
billion dollar dedicated
to the food and farming
sector worldwide.
What’s more, they’re
skewed toward people in
high-income countries
who are least at risk of
going short. In the richest
nations, 4.6 per cent of the
value of agricultural
output comprises
consumer subsidies. In
the poorest ones, the
figure is 0.6 per cent.

Far more important is
what’s given to farmers.
Some 92 billion dollar
goes to subsidizing
inputs such as seed and
fertilizer. A further 152
billion dollar is spent on
more broad-based
support calculated on
the acreage of farms,
general output levels or
environmental factors.

Again, this money is
largely going to rich
countries, which provide
producers with
incentives equivalent to
24 per cent of output,
falling to 16 per cent in
upper-middle income
countries such as China
and Brazil. In less
affluent nations, export
bans, tariffs and other
market interventions
intended to reduce costs
to local consumers often
have the opposite effect,
acting as a tax on output
and discouraging
farmers from growing
sufficient produce.
Those measures increase
the cost of production by
4 per cent in lower-
middle income countries
such as India, rising to 9
per cent in low-income
countries like those in
sub-Saharan Africa.

Unpicking this mess
will be challenging. As
anyone who has watched
the politics of the US
Farm Bills and the EU
Common Agricultural
Policy knows, once
support for agriculture is
established it can be hard
to dismantle. Changes to
such a heavily-
subsidized sector
inevitably involve
wrenching losses of
income in rural areas,
which are often over-
represented in
legislatures.

In many developing
countries, it’s not even
clear that cheaper food is
always the main
objective. When the
poorest people in any
country are farm
workers, any drive to
reduce the cost of
nutrition risks lowering
incomes at the bottom of
the heap. The political
risks of hurting the rural
lower-middle class are
even greater, given their
propensity for political
action.
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In Repalle of
Guntur, one woman was
raped in front of her
husband after beating
him barbarically. One
Ananth Babu MLC of
ruling YSRCP has killed
his own car driver and
the body was sent to his
home as door delivery.
Gorantla Sharath MP of
ruling party is showing
blue film of his own in
Delhi. Such a nasty
fellow was given warm
welcome in Anantapur
railway station. While
the MLC is in jail, YSRCP
leaders are fixing flexis
in the streets of
Anantapur. The state
secretary warned if the

criminals are not arrested
immediately, CPI along
with other democratic
and secular parties will
intensify the agitation till
the criminals are arrested
and severe punishment
given to them. 

Bonda Uma
Maheshwer Rao, state
leader of TDP and former
MLA, while addressing
stated the government
has failed to trace the
culprits in Hajira’s
murder case. If such
incident happens in
YSRCP leaders’ family,
will they remain silent
spectators, asked Bonda
Uma. Mother of Hajira
has come from Kurnool
to Vijayawada to fight for
justice. Police personnel

CPI Demands Arrest of Killers ...
are trying to lure the
mother of Hajira with
money. 

MA Gafoor state Gen-
eral secretary, CITU,
while addressing stated
that Hajira while she was
going to give food to her
parents, three persons
had raped and murdered
her.

P Durgabhavani state
general secretary, NFIW
while addressing stated
that in the regime of Jagan
Mohan Reddy, attacks
on women are increasing.
Till justice is done, agi-
tation will be continued,
she added.

Ramadevi, state gen-
eral secretary, AIDWA,
while addressing made

it clear that YSRCP’s
MLA’ son is involved and
hence Jagan Mohan
Reddy is silent.

Janasena Veera
Mahila, Soujanya while
addressing stated that
struggle will continue till
justice is being achieved.

Begum Bia mother of
Hajira while addressing
stated that the local circle
inspector Parthasarathi
is trying to lure her with
money and is also using
filthy language to scare
her. Police is not trying to
do justice.

Farooq Shubli
president of Muslim
Minorities Rights
Protection Society while
rendering presidential
remarks stated that
Jaganmohan Reddy is

from Page 4

sitting in his palace and
keeping mum on the
issue. This is nothing but
supporting the culprits.
In Jagan’s
administration, atrocities
on Dalits, minorities and
women are increasing.
He reiterated that
agitation will continue
till the culprits are
punished severely.

In dharna, Koteshwar
Rao city CPI secretary,
Syed Afsar, convenor,
state unit of INSAF,
Panchadarla Durgamba
city secretary, NFIW,
Kallepalli Sailaja, state
leader Working
Women’s Forum
(AITUC), Cheekati Saida
Rao, state youth leader,
also participated.
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– Compiled by C. Adhikesavan

The Supreme Court agreed to hear a
petition challenging the remission of 11
convicts in the Bilkis Bano case. It issued
a notice to the Gujarat government to file
its response in the matter and asked the
petitioners to make the 11 convicts party
to the case. The matter will be taken up
for hearing again after two weeks.

Separately, hearing the review petition
filed by Congress MP Karti Chidambaram
over its Prevention of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA) ruling, the Supreme
Court agreed to review its verdict on two
points: the sharing of the Enforcement
Case Information Report (ECIR) and the
reversal of the presumption of innocence.
It has issued a notice to the government
to file its response on the matter. – The
Indian Express, August 25.

***
The Supreme Court directed the

special court in Mumbai conducting the
trial in the Elgaar Parishad case to decide
on framing of charges and discharge pleas
of the accused within three months. The

delay in the framing of charges has meant
that four years after the Pune Police made
nine arrests and the National Investigation
Agency made seven arrests in the case, the
trial in the 2018 case is yet to begin.

While the National Investigation Agency

(NIA) told the apex court that the process
of framing of charges was delayed as the
accused were filing multiple applications,
the accused, on the other hand, have
submitted before the special court that the
NIA should first provide all the documents

and electronic evidence to them before
moving on to the next stage of the trial. –
The Indian Express, August 22.

***
The Kerala government is ready to

compete in the online taxi service sector
where only multinational companies’
reign. Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan inaugurated the ‘Kerala Savaari’,
the country’s first government-owned
online auto-taxi service in
Thiruvananthapuram.

‘’Kerala Savaari is a project thought and
implemented by the Labour department
to ensure a non-exploited source of income
for motor workers at a time when the neo-
liberalization policies are affecting our
traditional labour sectors and workers
very negatively,” Labour minister V.
Shivankutty said.

“The project will be implemented in the
Thiruvananthapuram municipality on a
pilot basis. It will be implemented in the
entire state in phases,” the minister added.
– India Today, August 18.

Committee of the CA,
looked into numerous
amendments and
proposals made by the
House. The exercise went
on for almost four years, in
which Nehru, Ambedkar,
Dr Rajendra Prasad,
Iyengar and finally
Somnath Lahiri had made
their own valuable
contributions.

Constitution:
Base of Indian

democracy
Indian Constitution is

an unique and unmatched
document, as no other
Constitution in the world
gave universal franchise to
all its adult population in
one stroke, on the same
day: whether male or
female, worker or
capitalist, kisan or feudal,
rich or poor, educated or
uneducated etc. In fact it
is a powerful weapon in the
hands of people. It shapes
the Indian nation.

It is understandable that
the extreme rightwing and
fascist-communal forces
are out to sabotage it,
creating grounds for

advent of fascism. It is this
Constitution which the
CPI has been defending
staunchly.

Under this
Constitutional democracy,
the first Communist
ministry was formed in
Kerala in 1957 led by EMS,
and subsequently by
Achyutha Menon in 1969.
Besides, the governments
of left, democratic, non-
Congress, regional parties’
too came up in various
states.

India being multi-
cultural, multi-religious,
multi-lingual country of a
wide variety is held
together by the
Constitution. Different
parties rule various states:
left, right, centre, regional
parties and so on. This is
the strength of Indian
democracy.

India has emerged as
one strong modern nation,
its chief characteristic and
strength based on the
Constitution.

It is this strength and
unity which is the target of
the fascist-communal
divisive forces led by Sangh
Parivar.

CPI and its  ...
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Farmers to Observe National
Demands Day on Sept 1: AIKS
All India Kisan Sabha national

general secretary Atul Kumar
Anjaan issued the following
statement on August 24, 2022:

The peasantry has been on the path
of struggle in various forms
throughout the country. Under the
banner of All India Kisan Sangharsh
Coordination Committee, Samyukta
Kisan Sabha and AIKS, the struggle
is even today continuing in different
forms in different states.

Almost for 13 months farmers in
thousands sat continuously as ‘Pucca
Morcha’ at Singhu Border, Tikri
Border, Gazipur Border,
Shahjehanpur  Border and Palwal
around Delhi. The morcha and the
actions of various other organisations
in continuous solidarity with them
in all states with the massive support
of common people, trade unions,
youth, women, students and political
parties compelled prime minister
Narendra Modi to address the nation
and declare withdrawal of three black
Agricultural Acts. The prime minister
also assured that a committee will be
constituted to discuss the issue of
MSP and other demands of farmers.

A written agreement between the
officials of the government of India
and SKM was signed with the clear

understanding that in a month’s time,
the committee will be set up. However,
after six months, the government
declared a 27-member committee and
issues to be discussed in the
committee. There was no reference of
MSP for all agri-products,
compensation to families of 750 farmer
martyrs, memorial in their honour,
withdrawal of Electricity Bill 2020 in
totality, loan waiver initiative,
withdrawal of 80,000 police cases
registered during the movement, to
take concrete steps to protect crops
from stray animals and urgent
punishment of conspirators and
killers of farmers at Lakhimpur Kheri
in Uttar Pradesh.

All India Kisan Sabha national
general secretary Atul Kumar Anjaan
called upon the farmers and people
in the rural areas to observe All India
Kisan Demands Day on September 1,
highlighting the demands of farmers
and protesting against the
government’s betrayal in not
implementing the written agreement.
On this day farmers will organize mass
meetings, protest rallies, torch light
rallies and hand over a memorandum
to newly elected President Draupadi
Murmu through district collectors and
governors.
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New Age

SRINAGAR: Amidst
revolutionary slogans
and enthusiasm among
the delegates,
Communist Party of
India (Jammu and
Kashmir State Council)
held its 15th state
conference on August 21

at its party office in
Jawaharlal Nagar here.
Senior party leaders
Annie Raja and  Azeez
Pasha inaugurated the
daylong conference.
Both the leaders, as they
spoke, deliberated over a
host of issues
confronting the country
under Modi led BJP
government. Annie Raja,
executive committee
member of the CPI and
general secretary of the
NFIW in her address
castigated the Modi
government for its fascist
policies while Azeez
Pasha, CPI executive
council member and
former MP, gave a
rundown about the
overall political
situation of the country.

CPI  Holds 15th State Conference of Jammu and Kashmir

People Facing Intense Miseries
Despite Govt claims

Gulzar Bhat
A new state

leadership was elected
during the conference. G
M Mizrab was elected as
the state secretary while

Desraj Manhas and
Gulzar were elected as
the assistant secretaries. 
A state council with 15
members was also
constituted.

Mizrab acquainted
the participants with the
prevailing situation in
Jammu and Kashmir. He
said that ever since the
Central dispensation
read down the special
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l
provisions of Jammu and
Kashmir, the overall
situation in the region
has gone downhill. “It is
the worst phase for the
state and in absence of
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e
government people are
suffering on many
counts”, Mizrab said
while addressing the

gathering.
He said that despite

the government’s much
tom-tomming about the
normalcy, there has been
no let up in the target
killings and other
militancy related
violence.

Mizrab added that
government wanted to

mislead people by
creating an impression
that the things are hunky-
dory in the region,
especially through the
compromised media, but
reality is simply reverse.

Rakesh drew the
attention of participants
towards the issues
confronting the farmers
of the region. He said that
the horticulture sector
has borne the brunt of the
government’s wrong
policies over the past
many years.

“There should have
been government run
cold storage units in the
region so that farmers
could have stockpile
their produce in these
units and sell it at an
appropriate time” he
added. 

The following resolu-
tion was adopted during
the conference :

There has been
hardly any let up in the

militant related incidents
in the Valley even 
several  militant strikes
took place in  Srinagar
city, which was
comparatively peaceful
over the past many years.
These strikes are
suggestive of militants
spreading their influence
from south Kashmir to
Central Kashmir. Since
the beginning of 2022, at
least 121 civilians
including 22 non-locals,
mostly the members of
minority community,
were shot dead by
militants in a string of
targeted  attacks across
the Valley. It harks back
the troubled nineties
when militants would
strike more or less on a
daily basis.  The recent
spurt in the attacks on the
Kashmiri Pandit
community lays bare the
normalcy narrative of the
BJP government. After
August 2019, the
militancy, what security
analysts suggest, has
entered a secretive and

CPI national executive member Annie Raja addressing the conference. Also
seen is national executive member Azeez Pasha

Annie Raja and newly elected J&K CPI state secretary G Mizarb called on
Farooq Abdhullah at Srinagar

On Page 10
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