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“Without united efforts of the left, democratic
forces, social justice and equality are impossible and
there has to be principled basis for this unity,” said
D Raja, general secretary, Communist Party of In-
dia, while inaugurating the delegate session of third
state conference of Telangana state unit of CPI, on
September 5, 2022, at Gunda Malleshnagar,
Shamshabad, Rangareddy district. In his address,
he said these efforts have been always there as even
in 1989, then general secretary of the CPI, Chandra
Rajeshwar Rao had taken up the issue
of reunification of the communist movement.

CPI general secretary D Raja inaugurating the delegate session

Third State Conference of  Telangana CPI

Ram Narsimha Rao

CPI general secretary
said further that circum-
stances in the country are
changing and new chal-
lenges have been
unleashed. In order to
face them, communists
have to get more effective
ideologically and
organisationally, both in
the states and at the Cen-
tre. The BJP government
at the Centre has been
implementing the
agenda of RSS and pro-
moting communalism,
an inevitable weapon of
fascism which is fol-
lowed by the crony
capitalist government.
Public sector is facing
grave threat. Modi gov-
ernment is dismantling
public sector and de-
stroying the secular

fabric of our country.
It is common knowl-

edge that RSS is a
communal fascist
organisation and being at
the Centre, has started
suppressing democracy
and Constitution as well.
It is busy doing every-
thing to convert India into
‘Hindu Rashtra’, said D
Raja and pointed out that
RSS has no right to speak
on behalf of the Hindus.
He further elaborated
that Modi government
has been implementing
neo-liberal economic
policies and favouring
big bourgeois and
corporates.

“We have to formulate
alternative economic
policies to defeat the RSS
forces supporting corpo-

rate houses while taking
initiatives to dethrone
BJP from power,” said
CPI general secretary
and made it clear that
 education, health , em-
ployment, housing, right
to food to all are to be
accommodated in our al-
ternate economic
policies among other
demands. Working class
and peasantry have to be
united not for just eco-
nomic demands but also
to acquire state power so
that revolutionary
changes can be brought,
said the CPI leader. D
Raja called for unity of all
the secular and demo-

cratic parties in the
struggle against the com-
munal, fascist rule at the
Centre.

Socialism Is Only
Alternative

Neo-liberal economic
policies are breeding
economic inequalities
throughout the world.
Inequalities are widen-
ing as never before. This
is nothing but failure of
capitalist system. Alter-
native to this will be
socialism alone. Already
people are electing either
leftists or leaders having
left ideas in Latin
America, Asia, and in

Europe, in France, Ger-
many among other
countries. In Sri Lanka,
intense economic crisis
was followed by popu-
lar resistance. But in the
absence of strong left
leadership adopting cor-
rect stance, revolution
could not be advanced.
Even in India same dis-
content has been
growing among people.
It is socialism alone that
can get respite for the
masses and offer alterna-
tive to the exploitative
system that has been
operative in our country
for last few years.

On Page 10

UNITE AGAINST THREATS TO OUR
SECULAR, DEMOCRATIC FABRIC

CPI national and state leaders at the public meeting
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EditorialEditorialEditorialEditorialEditorial
Our economy is in shambles as growth

without jobs goes up to 8.3 percent.
Unemployment has been rated at 394.6
million, a fall in the employment avail-
ability by two million as the Centre for
Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE)
reports have revealed. In July, the unem-
ployment rate was 6.8 percent while
employment was 397 millions, reported
CMIE. The urban unemployment, which
is usually higher, was at about 8 per cent
than the rural employment rate which is
usually around 7 percent. In August
Urban unemployment went up to 9.6
percent while rural unemployment was
at 7.7 percent. Unemployment left entire
families without food. At least two hun-
dred million people have no food
security. In the countries where this ba-
sic essential to keep alive is scarce, India
has the honour to have the largest num-
ber of people going hungry for days or
surviving in famine conditions. In the
ranking of global hunger index, 2017, it
covers position 100 out of 119 ranked
countries with 31.4 percent food security
situations which had been really grave.
The problem has many serious dimen-
sions. Major among them haunting the
civilisation is high prevalence of under-
weight children under five, a result of low
nutrition and poverty among families.
Despite the fact that National Statistical
Office pointed out in its data released
recently that our economy grew at 13.5
percent in the first quarter of the current
financial year, the growth was studied
taking a comfortable base line where there
was a sharp fall in the economic growth
due to pandemic in the first quarter of
the last financial year. The Reserve Bank
of India had also taken the same base line

Hunger at Mass Level
and came out showing the growth at 16.2
percent, over estimating without taking the
context of the base line. This also shows that
despite a double digit growth, gross value
added (which strips away indirect taxes and
subsidies), has come out with a growth of
mere 4.7 percent from first financial quar-
ter of its pre-pandemic level, 2019-20. In
agrarian sector, the value added in disag-
gregated data was 4.5 per cent in the first
quarter of the financial year. The fall in GDP
growth, falling number of opening in em-
ployment opportunities has brought the
common masses to the brink. Among them
are those that are either daily wagers or the
self employed.

There is sharp rise among those who opt
for ending life. Since 2014,  the number of
these daily wagers who slog to get an un-
der paid job with long stretched working
hours to keep the family at least alive, los-
ing a job itself is falling in an abyss. Life gets
doomed and gloom swallows everything
that could be spelt as bliss. They enter a
world of eternal darkness, without any other
option except to end one’s life. Share of daily
wagers among those who die by suicide in
the country has crossed the quarter mark
for the first time, according to the latest
report of the National Crime Records Bu-
reau (NCRB) — one in four of the recorded
1,64,033 suicide victims during 2021 was
a daily wage earner.

In the report, “Accidental Deaths and
Suicides in India”, it has been recorded that
the daily wage earners remained the larg-
est profession-wise group among suicide
victims in 2021, accounting for 42,004 sui-
cides (25.6 per cent).

There is a separate list for the daily wage
earners, from those called Khet Majdoor,
slogging in the fields, and have been

grouped in a sub-category under the head
“Persons engaged in farming sector”.

In 2020, too, daily wage earners ac-
counted for the highest share, with 37,666
(24.6 per cent) of the 1,53,052 recorded sui-
cides in the country. In 2019, before the
Covid outbreak, the share of daily wage
earners was 23.4 per cent (32,563) of the
recorded 1,39,123 suicides.

The latest report shows that not only
did the share of daily wage earners among
suicide victims go up during 2021, the
number increased faster than the national
average.

In the suicide data the categories taken
by the NCRB are under nine profession-
wise groups: students,  professional/
salaried persons, daily wage earner, re-
tired persons, unemployed persons,
self-employed persons, house wife, per-
sons engaged in farming sector and other
persons. Among these groups, the high-
est increase of 16.73 per cent was recorded
by “self-employed persons”:

While the number of suicides commit-
ted by “farmer/cultivator” has dipped,
5,579 in 2020 from 5,957 in 2019, those by
“agriculture labourers” have risen
sharply in 2020 to 5,098 from 4,324 in 2019.
The overall share of “Persons engaged in
farming sector” among the total recorded
suicides stood at 6.6 per cent during 2021.

The “House wife” category accounted
for 14.1 per cent of the total suicides dur-
ing 2021, their number too increased by
3.6 per cent from 22,374 in 2020 to 23,179
in 2021. The report shows that the num-
ber of student suicides stood at 13,089 in
2021, up from 12,526 in 2020. In 2021, the
number of suicides by “retired persons”
stood at 1,518 while 23,547 suicides were
recorded in the “other persons” category.

The National Secretariat of the
Communist Party of India issued the
following statement on September 6,
2022:

The National Secretariat of the
Communist Party of India extends full
support to the efforts of Bihar chief
minister Nitish Kumar to bring to-
gether all the secular democratic
parties at the national level to defeat
BJP in the 2024 general elections. Af-
ter breaking ties with BJP, he has
aligned with Mahagathbandhan con-
sisting of RJD, the left parties and

Bihar CM Meets CPI General Secretary
Congress and has taken over the reins of
the state.

In his first visit to the national capital
after joining Mahagathbandhan, he met
leaders of various national parties. He vis-
ited CPI headquarters Ajoy Bhavan and
met CPI general secretary D Raja.

After the meeting both spoke to the me-
dia about the need of the situation to defeat
BJP in the interest of the country and its
future. D Raja extended all support to the
efforts of Nitish Kumar to defeat BJP in the
2024 general elections
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Recent rains in
Bengaluru has exposed
the shortfalls of state
government led by BJP.
Four days rain caused
flooding of roads in the
city. The IT capital of
India became Veniece of
the Indian subcontinent
due to the rains. Many IT
employees were asked
to work from home and
educational institutions
remained shut. Electric-
ity and water supply got
affected. Traffic jams and
vehicle getting damaged
were frequent during this
rain.  People of
Bengaluru got affected. 

We should observe
that rains are not the rea-
son for the floods. There
are two reasons. One
being encroachment of
lakes and other being
40% commission taken
by the ministers. 

Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike
(BBMP - Bengaluru City
Corporation), the metro-
politan administration
body released a data in
December 2021. It states
that out of 204 lakes here,
only 20 lakes are free
from any encroach-
ments. 

The Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara
Palike (BBMP) is in
charge of 204 lakes here,
of which only 20 lakes are
free from any encroach-
ments, data released by
the civic body itself re-
vealed. The lakes are
spread over a cumula-
tive area of 6,426.47 acres.
A total of 941.67 acres of
the lakes have been en-
croached upon, and the
BBMP till now has been
able to remove encroach-
ments from only 38.30
acres.

Astonishing fact is
that 764.32 acres in the vi-
cinity of 28 lakes have
been encroached by gov-
ernment structures for
projects like railway
lines, national highways
and roads. Another 131
lakes have been en-

BJP Govt’s Corrupt Practices Lead to Bengaluru Floods
croached by both private
and government proper-
ties. In these 131 lakes,
324.827 acres have been
encroached by govern-
ment agencies, whereas
248.98 acres have been
encroached by private
properties.

Environmental activ-
ists say that change in
structural and land use
patterns in lakes will lead
to flooding. Thus we can
say without any doubt
that encroachment as the

reason for the Bengaluru
floods. 

These lakes are being
encroached by the poli-
ticians and corporate
houses with the support
of politicians. Though 
these encroachers cut
across political lines, rate
of encroachment has in-
creased by lighting pace.
One example would
support the above state-
ment. 55-acre
Kowdenahalli lake in
Bengaluru’s K R Puram
was rejuvenated during
Congress period in the
year 2017. An Indian Ex-
press article dated
August 14, 2022 states
that the same lake has
again been encroached. 

The K B Koliwad
committee report sug-
gested to the government
to handle the encroach-
ment of 1,547 lakes and
3,271 tanks on a case-by-
case basis. “The state
government, while tak-
ing measures to clear

encroachments to rejuve-
nate lakes and initiating
legal action against en-
croachers, should also
consider the social per-
spective of clearing
encroachments on a case-
by-case basis,” it said. It
has also identified as
many as 70 builders and
real estate firms as major
encroachers. It has to be
noted that K.B.Koliwad
committee was formed

during 2014 under the JD
(S) government and the
committee report was
tabled in the legislative
assembly in the year
November 2017. BJP
government which is in
power from 2019 has
done nothing to imple-
ment the
recommendations of this
committee. It is believed
that many BJP leaders
and legislatures are ben-
efiting from the builders.
Even, the real estate
companies listed as ma-
jor encroachers are
believed to contribute
funds to BJP through
electoral bonds. 

The second reason for
the Bengaluru floods is
40% commission.

 The Karnataka Con-
tractors’ Association, the
apex body of all govern-
ment contractors with
over one lakh members,
dropped a bombshell al-
leging the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) gov-

ernment in the state was
demanding a commis-
sion or bribe of up to 40%
to award and clear con-
tract bills. They even
wrote letters to Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi’s office and Presi-
dent Ram Nath Kovind,
demanding stricter ac-
tion against some BJP
ministers and bureau-
crats in the state. One
contractor Santhosh
Patel from Belagavi
inspite of writing many
time to the Chief Minster,

Prime Minister and oth-
ers complaining about
the then Panchayat raj
minister Eshwarappa,
committed suicide in the
month of April 2022.
With lots of protest from
the opposition parties,
he resigned from the cabi-
net. 

Even Bengaluru con-
tractors claim that they
are forced to pay 40%
commission to get re-
leased the payment due
to them. Due to this 40%
corruption, roads and
sanitation facilities in the
city are of poor quality. 

Roads in the city are in
bad shape filled with
potholes. 

Bengaluru was the
city to register the maxi-
mum such cases (18) in
2020, as per data from the
NCRB (National Crime
Records Bureau). With a
series of such incidents
in recent times,
Bengalureans are in-
creasingly demanding

that the responsible civic
agency, BBMP in par-
ticular, be held
accountable. With in-
creasing pressure from
the public, the Bengaluru
Traffic Police has of late
been booking more cases
against engineers for
pothole-related deaths.
For example, last De-
cember a BBMP engineer
was arrested for the
death of a 21-year-old
food delivery executive
and then released on sta-
tion bail. However,
given that engineers are
booked only in certain
cases, and the punish-
ments are small even if
found guilty, this is not
much of a deterrent. Pot-
holes occur because
materials are substan-
dard, inadequate
quantities are used, etc.
Suppose the develop-
ment of a road costs Rs 6
cr, after some kickbacks,
the amount comes down
to Rs 4 cr. A road of same
quality can’t be con-
structed with Rs 4 cr, so
obviously the road will
fail. Also, due to the lack
of coordination between
different agencies, roads
are dug up frequently
and left unattended.  

Poor quality of roads
and sanitation facilities
due to 40% corruption
and lake encroachment
have drwoned
Bengaluru and rains due
to the grace of the nature
should not be held re-
sponsible. 

BJP government fear-
ing fiasco is postponing
BBMP elections which
are due in 2020. BJP gov-
ernment cites Covid
pandemic, ward delimi-
tations, ward
reservations as the rea-
son for the delay in the
elections. 

But, People of
Karnataka are waiting for
the election dates to be
announced in 2023 to
overthrow the corrupt
BJP government led by
inefficient Basavaraj
Bommai.

Harish Bala
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Fertiliser is the most es-
sential thing for a farmer in
India. In the past, the
farmer used to prepare
fertilisers from his cattle
dung, manure, waste ma-
terials and grow crops in
the field. Later on, they
started using chemical
fertilisers supplied by
fertiliser companies. A
farmer has to pay for
fertilisers out of his agricul-
tural investment.
Governments are also giv-
ing a large percentage of
their exchequer as subsidies
to the fertilizer companies.

The subsidies paid by the
central government to
fertiliser companies in the
recent years are in 2017-18:
Rs 69,197 crores, in 2018-
19: Rs 73,435 crores, in
2019-20: Rs 79,996 crores,
in 2020-21: Rs 1,27,921

Fertiliser Cos Looting Farmers: AIKS
crores, in 2021-22: Rs
1,40,122 crores and in
2022-23: Rs 2,05,222
crores. One can that the
subsidies to the fertiliser
companies are increasing.

Recently, the central
government has an-
nounced a new fertiliser

policy. Saying Gandhi’s
motto was ‘One Nation,
One Fertiliser’, the govern-

ment has decided to be the
only Indian brand in the

market from the day of
Gandhi Jayanti. Orders
have been issued to sell only
Indian brands of fertilisers
like urea, DAP, potash re-
gardless of who makes

them. It has set a deadline
to sell all existing old brand

fertilisers by the end of
December. It has sug-
gested that all those village
level fertiliser shops should
become Pradhan Mantri
Development Centres so
that hence forth there
should be only one brand
of Indian fertiliser.

Fertiliser companies
naturally object to the loss
of value to their brands.
There is a danger that the
sales, which were done
earlier through the village
level cooperative societies
and now through Rythu
Bharosa Kendras in the
state of Andhra Pradesh
will stop. A conference
was held in Palakkad
in Kerala recently and a
serious discussion was held
on this brand strategy. But
it gradually cooled down.

Ravula Venkaiah

The teacher’s day
The last two academic years were unlike any other. As the

Covid pandemic took a toll on lives and livelihoods and limited
social interaction, educational institutions had to make do with
emergency arrangements that placed difficult demands on teachers
and students. Now with schools, universities and other institu-
tions of learning beginning to take steps to undo the disruption,
one thing is becoming clear — students returning to classrooms
will require much more attention than in the pre-pandemic years.
Several studies and reports at the school-level, including the
National Achievement Survey 2021, have confirmed the worst
fear of educationists — substituting classroom-level interactions
with online teaching has affected the ability of a substantial number
of students to read, write and do basic math. It’s increasingly
becoming evident that restoring the confidence of youngsters will
require increasing the teacher’s agency.

The New National Education Policy (NEP) — announced
during the pandemic — does have provisions that could enable
far-reaching innovations in the education system. It underlines
the importance of making the child the centre of classroom pro-
cesses, makes a strong case for the use of creative methods of
instruction and suggests measures to empower teachers. NAS,
2021, data gives some indication of the challenges ahead. For
instance, only 52 per cent of schoolteachers participated in pro-
fessional development programmes conducted by District
Institutes of Education and Training, CBSE and NCERT. The
disinclination of teachers to participate in training programmes
could stand in the way of implementing some of the radical ob-
jectives of the policy, especially the ones that envisage moving
away from a rigid content-driven rote learning system to expe-
riential learning. In any case, a teacher overloaded with work
would be very hard-pressed to be creative in the classroom or
give attention to students individually.

The last two decades have seen an explosion of aspirations
and a manifold rise in the demand for education. By all accounts,
the country’s education system has not kept pace with this so-
cial reality. It has fallen short of honing and nurturing the skills

required by a growing knowledge economy. Educational institutes
are increasingly being overwhelmed by centrifugal tendencies and
their role as platforms that encourage inclusivity and nurture a di-
versity of views is seriously embattled. Acknowledging these
challenges and framing policy, accordingly, would be the most
befitting recognition of the educator’s work this Teacher’s Day.

Courtesy: The Indian Express

Bittersweet pill
In contrast to the present treatment comprising 13-14 drugs daily

given for 18-24 months, a promising new therapy protocol for drug-
resistant tuberculosis does the job better with 3-4 drugs given only
for 6 months. The ZeNix phase III clinical trial that has shown the
above result has been conducted in Georgia, Moldova, Russia and
South Africa, but it is in India that it may end up having the maxi-
mum impact. This is because of the straightforward reason that India
has the world’s highest burden of the disease, including its multidrug-
resistant strains. A simpler, shorter drug protocol here will translate
into greater compliance and cure.

But India’s long struggle against TB makes it clear that no new
process or compound can be a magic fix for the complex therapeutic
chain that is crying for an overhaul at multiple points. For example,
a government survey finds that a high 63 per cent of the chest symp-
tomatic do not seek healthcare. This reflects the shortfalls of public
awareness campaigns but also the broken primary care links that
were exposed by Covid. Lack of timely diagnosis of TB is of a piece
with the overall gaps in disease surveillance.

How much Covid set back India’s fight against TB can be gauged
by 2019-20 seeing its mortality rate increase by 11 per cent even as
there was a 25 per cent reduction in the number of cases reported.
But even besides the pandemic’s interruptions, the public supply
of free drugs that is generous on paper does not actually flow
smoothly on the ground, barring some islands of excellence in the
metros. Science may invent medical miracles daily, but ultimately
it is public healthcare that has to take them to the masses. At the
latter end, Indians await a pronounced upgrade.

Courtesy: The Times of India

On Page 12
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 The news, that the company producing
Paracetamol in the trade name of ‘Dolo’ spent 1000
crore rupees as freebies to the doctors for the pro-
motion of their drug, is a matter of concern. It shows
the total failure of the government in regulating the
pharmaceutical marketing practices. It is well known
that Pharma companies spend huge amount of
money for promotion of their products. Much of this
is spent in organizing medical conferences in the name
of continued medical education programmes many
a times at lavish scale.

Urgent Need for Regulation of Drug Prices
Dr Arun Mitra 

This ultimately adds
to the cost of drugs and
adds to out of pocket ex-
penditure of the patients.
The government framed
Uniform Code of Phar-
maceutical Marketing
Practices  (UCPMP). A
letter of the ministry of
chemicals and fertilizers,
department of pharma-
ceuticals dated
December 12, 2014 had
mentioned that this will
be voluntary for a period
of six months with effect
from January 1, 2015 and
will be reviewed
thereafter.  Obviously
the voluntary clause did
not yield noticeable re-
sults.        

Admitting this
fact, the then Union Min-
ister for Chemicals and
Fertilizers H.N. Ananth
Kumar said in the Rajya
Sabha in June 2016 that
the voluntary code intro-
duced in 2015 had not
yielded desired results
and that the government
would make it
m a n d a t o r y  b e c a u s e
the pharmaceutical com-
panies did not take any
tangible steps to imple-
ment the code. Clauses 6
and 7 of the code prohibit
the Pharma companies
from giving freebies to
the medical profession-
als.  But despite several
representations from the
public health activists
and civil society groups
the practice has not
stopped. The Indian
Medical Council (Profes-
sional Conduct, Etiquette
and Ethics)
regulation also warns

the doctors against such
practices to receive finan-
cial benefits in any form
including for attending
education programs.
Taking cognizance of the
matter even the central
board of direct taxes

(CBDT) in its Circular No.
5/2012 [F. NO. 225/142/
2012-ITA.II], Dated Au-
gust 1, 2012 had said that
any such expenditure by
the Pharma company
will not be considered for
tax deductions. After ten
years the order has been
reconfirmed by the Apex
court.  

Expressing concern
over pharmaceutical
companies giving free-
bies to doctors, which
push medicine prices up,
the Supreme Court on
February 22, 2022 held
that they are not entitled
to claim tax exemption on
the expenditure incurred
in giving incentives to
medical practitioners to
promote their medical
products and it would be
considered as part of
their income.  

As per the guidelines
in the UCPMP the com-

panies have to adopt
stipulated procedures
laid down by the compe-
tent authority for
involving doctors in their
research projects. These
companies then use
doctor’s reference includ-
ing her/his photograph
in their promotional lit-
erature. The UCPMP
prohibits such work.   

Ironically statement
by the Minister of Chemi-
cals & fertilizers DV

Sadananda Gowda  in
the Parliament in Sep-
tember 2020 that the
Union government has
no plans to make the
Uniform Code of Phar-
maceutical Marketing
Practices (UCPMP) man-
datory is very
disappointing. He said
this in reply to a question
by K. Muraleedharan,
Congress MP from
Kerala in the Lok Sabha.   

      The u-turn on
making UCPMP manda-
tory raises suspicion of
lack of will on the part of
the government to keep
its commitment and
smacks of some unfair
deal between the govern-
ment and the Pharma
companies. When a del-
egation of the Alliance of
Doctors for Ethical
Healthcare had submit-
ted its opinion to the
drugs price regulating
body, the National Phar-

maceutical Pricing Au-
thority (NPPA) in
February 2020, they were
told that the NPPA has no
jurisdiction to check the
companies. This has to be
done through changes in
the law at the ministerial
level.        

The high cost of drugs
seriously affects the
healthcare of our popu-
lation. As nearly 67 per
cent of out of pocket
health expenditure in our
country is on drugs. High
out of pocket expendi-
ture pushes 6.3 crore
population below pov-

erty line every year, a fact
admitted in the National
Health Policy document
2017.  But the govern-
ment has not taken any
tangible steps to control
the excess trade margin
in the sale of drugs and
medical devices.  

     A committee was
formed to look into High
Trade Margins in the Sale
of Drugs on September
16, 2015. This committee
took serious note of the
excess trade margins.
They pointed out that in
some cases the trade
margin is as high as 5000
per cent. This committee
submitted its report on
December 9, 2015. But it
is now almost seven
years that the govern-
ment has been sleeping
over it.  

The pricing of the
drugs should be calcu-
lated on the basis of the

cost involved in its pro-
duction. The market
based pricing, calculat-
ing the average of the
highest selling drugs is
totally a flawed ap-
proach.       

     Therefore it is high
time the government
makes the UCPMP man-
datory and comes out
with an effective control
on drug prices.    

 Having sensed that
private sector in the
pharmaceutical sector
would be exploitative,
our first Prime Minister
Jawahar Lal Nehru took
initiative to produce the
drugs in the public sec-
tor with the purpose to
produce cheap bulk
drugs. While inaugurat-
ing the Indian Drugs and
Pharmaceuticals Ltd.
(IDPL) in 1961 he
said  ”the drug industry
must be in the public
sector….. I think an in-
dustry of the nature of the
drug industry should not
be in the private sector
anyhow. There are far
too much exploitation of
the public in this
industry”. With this vi-
sion, IDPL was
incorporated in April,
1961 It was established
with main objectives of
creating self-sufficiency
in respect of essential life
saving medicines, to free
the country from depen-
dence on imports and to
provide medicines to the
millions at affordable
prices and not to make
millions from the medi-
cines. IDPL played a
pioneering infra-struc-
tural role in the growth
of Indian Drug Industry
base. It played a major
role in the strategic Na-
tional Health
Programmes like Family
Welfare Programme &
Population Control
(Mala-D & Mala-N) anti-
malarial (Chloroquine)

On Page 14
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The impoverishment of
the working class has be-
come a serious concern in
Asia and the Pacific re-
gion since majority of
employers do not give the
majority of the workforce
enough wages. As for
South Asia, India is
worst, and among the
countries out off track on
several counts including
health and social security
coverage.

Denied decent work
opportunities and highly
vulnerable to systemic
shocks such as
pandemics or economic
downturns, workers in
Asia and the Pacific are
under pressure, says a
new report by the UN
Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and
the Pacific (ESCAP).

“The 2022 Social Out-
look for Asia and the
Pacific: The Workforce
We Need” released at the
seventh session of the UN
Committee on Social De-
velopment, which is
meeting to discuss re-
gional strategies for
building a healthy, pro-
tected and productive
workforce, says that the
region’s workforce re-
mains ill-equipped to
respond to the ongoing
and emerging mega
trends of climate change,
aging societies and digi-
talization.

Two-thirds of the
workforce, or 1.4 billion
people, are employed
informally and as a re-
sult, half are surviving on
less than 5.50 dollars a
day. Far-reaching conse-
quences have already
resulted in Asia and the
Pacific’s labour produc-
tivity to fall below the
global average as sus-
tainable livelihoods
remain out of reach for

Denial of Decent Work Increases Poverty Level in Asia

India’s Performance among South
Asian Nations Raises Concern

millions, the ESCAP re-
port warns. Moreover,
during the Covid-19
pandemic, the lack of
affordable health care
and social protection
contributed to pushing
243 million people into
poverty.

The report says it was
high time to renew social
contract through a lens of
decent work, universal
healthcare and social
protection. It has a great
relevance for India where
over 70 per cent of the
workforce are in
poverty. The report
talks about existing
high level of in-
equality in the
region, which is
widening in many
countries including
India.

There is a need
for more and better
jobs since vast ma-
jority of the
workforce are in in-
formal jobs. This leaves
the workforce exposed to
life cycle contingencies as
well as systemic shocks,
be they economic,
health-related or cli-
mate-induced. Decent
jobs are necessary to raise
living standards, reduce
poverty and inequality,
protect people from life
contingencies and pro-
mote inclusive growth. It
is through well-function-
ing labour markets that
the benefits of economic
growth can spread to the
whole population. How-
ever, countries are
lagging behind in creat-
ing decent jobs.
Reducing gender gap
will also be important.

In India, the Interna-
tional Labour
Organization (ILO) esti-
mates show that
reducing the 2018 gender

gap in labour force par-
ticipation by 25 per cent
by 2025 would decrease
the old-age dependency
ratio in the short term,
while contributing to
better social protection
for pensioners in the
medium and long term.
Increasing the share of
individuals in formal
employment ensures
better pension coverage,

promotes higher levels of
productivity and con-
tributes to inclusive
growth.

Workforce productiv-
ity in the region is also
lower than the global
average. Throughout the
region, productivity is
notably lower in the ag-
ricultural sector, which is
also dominated by infor-
mal employment. Out of
26 countries with sex and
sector disaggregated
data in the region, infor-
mal employment in
agriculture is over 90 per
cent reaching virtually
100 per cent in
Bangladesh and India.

Outside agriculture,
informal employment is
still high, particularly in
the services sector, at
above two thirds of total
employment in nine out
of the 26 countries. This

is particularly the case in
South and South West
Asia and South-East
Asia, notably so in
Bangladesh, Cambodia,
India and Myanmar.

The report laments
slow progress in decent
job creation. The growth
in vulnerable jobs out-
paced total job growth in
five out of the 13 coun-
tries, particularly in
Armenia, China and
Timor-Leste where vul-
nerable jobs grew by
more than 50 per cent.

Vulnerable jobs re-
mained stable in
five countries in-
cluding most
notably India
where about three
quarters of workers
are in vulnerable
employment.

Informal jobs fol-
lowed a similar
pattern. The share
of informal employ-
ment increased in

14 out of 19 countries with
longitudinal data, espe-
cially in TimorLeste and
Samoa. The absolute
number of informal jobs
increased in many coun-
tries across the region
from 2010 to 2020, accord-
ing to ILO data.
Countries in South and
South-West Asia and
South-East Asia domi-
nated the growth in
informal jobs including
India at over 35 million
informal jobs followed by
Bangladesh, Indonesia
and Pakistan where over
20 million informal jobs
were created jointly in
the same period. There is
a dire need to implement
the ILO Recommenda-
tion 204 to transition the
workforce from the infor-
mal to formal economy.

The report also men-
tions very poor health

coverage to the workforce
on the on hand and rising
health expenditure on
the other. The share of
the population with ex-
posure to catastrophic
health expenditures
more than doubled in
Afghanistan, Bhutan,
China, Georgia, India,
Mongolia, the Philip-
pines and the Russian
Federation, the report
says.

Workers also need to
be brought under full
coverage of social protec-
tion. In India, 76 per cent
of the workforce are not
covered under any social
protection, while only 24
per cent enjoy at least
one coverage. Govern-
ment does not care about
it, for example, the report
mentions that beedi
workers in India, despite
being legally entitled to
social protection since
the 1960s, implementa-
tion has been ineffective
due the low rate of reg-
istration.

“The pandemic has
made it clear that no one
is safe unless everyone is
safe. Solving socio-eco-
nomic problems entails
working together, shar-
ing responsibilities and
distributing costs and
burdens fairly and equi-
tably,” said Committee
chair Ariunzaya Ayush.

“Our region spends
less than half of the glo-
bal average on social
protection,” said ESCAP
Executive Secretary
Armida Salsiah
Alisjahbana. “Almost 60
per cent of the population
has no social protection
coverage against normal
life events such as preg-
nancy, child-raising,
sickness, disability, un-
employment or simply
getting old.”

Gyan Pathak
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STUDY &
STRUGGLE

C. Adhikesavan

Issues of gender and
secularism are key to
Kerala’s aspirations —
civil society should fore-
stall its public training
from being the goal of a
neoconservative back-
lash, while the Union
government’s NEP is di-
rected to focus only on
communalisation and
commercialisation of
school level education.

Kerala is gearing as
much as provide a viable
various to the National
Education Policy (NEP)
2020 in its school curricu-
lum framework. While
protecting inside the
NEP’s pedagogical and
curricular restructuring
paradigms and proposals
for school training, the
State nonetheless ap-
pears to be aspiring for
a ‘Kerala Model’ of
school curriculum, one
that may resist
overarching makes an
attempt at
homogenisation and
centralisation. It goals to
write down regional and
ethnic wants, knowledges
and histories into the cur-
riculum, whereas making
an attempt to protect the
constitutional, ethical,
and moral values of an
equitable public training
in the age of neo-
liberalisation.

The NITI Aayog SDG
Report 2021 has described
Kerala, a State constantly
ranked highest in the na-
tion in school training, as
a “frontrunner”
State. The NEP 2020’s
school education
vision of common provi-
sioning of high-quality
early childhood growth,
care, and training has
been achieved by Kerala
a few years again. The
State had final revised its
school curriculum in
2013, and a lot water has
flowed below the bridge

Kerala School Education to
Focus on Gender, Secular Issues

since, particularly given
the paradigm shifts vis-
a-vis the international
training situation
throughout the COVID-
19 pandemic. 

Therefore, there’s a
recognition that school
curricular reform, its
modalities, analysis pat-
terns, pedagogical
practices, as additionally
its philosophical and
ideological imperatives
ought to be the conse-
quence of social
interventions and de-

bates. This may assist
incorporate the strengths
of the present model
whereas envisioning a
safe future in the
n e w  k n o w l e d g e
economy, and concur-
rently pushing for a
democratic curriculum
moderately than one
imposed from else-
where.

The NEP has been
criticised by Left-ori-
ented instructor teams in
Kerala for its perceived
e l i t i s m ,
communalisation of
training, extra
commercialisation and
privatisation. An ever-
vigilant civil society in
Kerala has zeroed in on
the NEP’s perceived si-
lence on constitutional
aspirations round secu-
larism, as additionally
round insurance policies
of reservation that search
to proper historic atroci-
ties and inequalities that

the caste system had in-
flicted upon the nation’s
subaltern populations.
Many, together with
Kerala’s Minister for
Higher Education, have
identified that the NEP
doesn’t have ample deal
with gender and minor-
ity rights, and regional,
cultural and linguistic
variations. 

What is of vital signifi-
cance is that training,
with its current concur-
rent standing in India
from the time of the Emer-

gency, has turned into a
key facet in compelling
debates round federal-
ism and the rights of
States. While Kerala’s
curricular reform trans-
fer is in full conformity
with the NEP’s param-
eters, it’s nonetheless a
courageous try at ad-
dressing its perceived
lacunae and blind spots,
with extra democratic
interventions woven
round folks’s invest-
ments and aspirations in
public training. A school
curriculum reform that
includes the ideas and
inputs of each consultant
and stakeholders, de-
bated and mentioned at
varied tiers together with
the district, block and
panchayat ranges, with
an open-tech platform
for direct responses from
any dedicated citizen,
appears a participative
and democratic model
par excellence — in ac-

tual fact, this model
could be a template for
different States in the na-
tion. 

A reform implementa-
tion technique that
facilitates folks’s mass
participation together
with academic practitio-
ners’ and stakeholders’
inputs, integrating each
bottom-up and top-
down initiatives, to
orchestrate a shared and
context-sensitive cur-
riculum can solely result
in sustainable adjust-
ments.

However, one can see
why the State’s exem-
plary transfer in the
direction of a participa-
tive, decentralised
curricular restructuring
is sparking controver-
sies, invoking the ghosts
of the Liberation Struggle
(Vimochana samaram)
when training had been
the lynchpin round
which neoconservative
forces gathered to carry
down a democratically
elected authority. If that
had been the situation in
1958-59, in 2022 these
forces have gathered ex-
tra energy and
momentum, and the
State is certain to witness
extreme opposition from
reactionary corners. 

Two key areas of com-
petition are gender and
secularism. Already con-
servatism has pitted itself
towards liberal aspira-
tions over points akin to
gender-neutral uniforms
and areas. The proven
fact that makes an attempt
at a participative curricu-
lar reform is surveilled
and threatened by highly
effective vigilante teams
and may find yourself
being guided by conser-
vative advocates doesn’t
bode nicely for the aca-
demic aspirations of the
State. That spiritual ex-

tremism is basically anti-
democratic may sound
cliched on this age. But
the proven fact that de-
mocracy and
constitutional values
don’t appear to carry
floor in dominant per-
ception programs in the
post-truth period could
be a threatening propo-
sition to the State’s
professed funding in the
so-called renaissance
values. 

If spiritual outfits
don’t endorse a way of
the secular, then democ-
racy is certain to be
defeated, as is clear in the
method during which the
State authorities was
pressured to retract its
positions on the gender-
neutral uniforms that
college students may
select to put on. If what
our youngsters put on
continues to be the main
axis of debates as the
world transitions into an
i n t e r c o n n e c t e d
international economic
system the place mental
capital and human inno-
vation are the most vital
financial assets, it could
be a blot on a State which
reaped laurels round its
academic endeavours
and common literacy.

Kerala’s civil society
and its vigilant fourth
property have to step in
and forestall its public
training from being the
goal of a neoconservative
backlash that leaves the
beleaguered college stu-
dents, academics and
mother and father in a
crossfire of regressive
and anachronistic con-
troversies. It is excessive
time Kerala lives as much
as its personal model!
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India became free from the
colonial rule on August 15, 1947.
There was everywhere celebra-
tions.  All India Trade Union
Congress and the Communist
Party of India, along with the
Congress and others joined the
jubilations.

Our country was quite back-
ward at that time which was a
legacy of colonialism under
which we were shackled for long.
The working class, in evolving
industrial process played a par-
ticular role which helped us to
move forward.

Role of working class
The strategy that was woven

and put into practice helped the
country to take up the road to
development. Credit goes to the
leadership of the working class
that had evolved a vision for the
independent India and steps to
go ahead. AITUC evolved strat-
egy of self-reliant public
sector-based economy to be
built during the five year plan-
ning. The method adopted was
nationalization of the key indus-
tries.

The government headed by
Jawaharlal Nehru and backed by
CPI and other progressive forces
nationalized several key indus-
tries belonging to the British and
other foreign capitalist powers
in the initial years. These in-
cluded railways, electricity,
trams and roadways, mines, tex-
tiles, iron and steel, oil and
power, banks etc. Simulta-
neously, government began to
construct new heavy industries
and infrastructure, factories,
banks, railways etc. Bhilai,
Durgapur, Kudremukh,
Mathura, Vishakhapatnam Steel
Plant, Bokaro, Bhakhra Nangal
Dam etc were some of the key
centres, designated as the
‘temples of Indian economy’ by
Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru. They were simulta-
neously the product of working
class  struggles.

Industrial policy resolutions
of 1948 and 1956 divided indus-

Working Class Movement in
tries into three schedules: coal,
iron and steel, mineral oil, tele-
communication, aircraft
manufacturing and shipbuild-
ing under state control; defence,
railways and atomic industries
under exclusive monopoly of
public sector; and friendship
with the socialist countries and
setting up of major steel plants
with their help in government/
public sectors.

Conditions and de-
mands of TU movement

AITUC and SA Dange played
crucial role in developing
labour and industrial negotiat-
ing machinery. A tripartite
machinery could be evolved as
a result of long struggles and

negotiations. Working class as
a result got some crucial de-
mands met.

Dange pointed out that the
working class of public sector
was of a new type, not facing the
capitalist class directly but only
the government. Such a class
played a proud, confident, in-
dependent and constructive
role, including participation in
management.

Till independence, there was
only one central trade union
organisation, the All India Trade
Union Congress (AITUC). A
little earlier, on May 4, 1947, the
Indian National Trade Union
Congress (INTUC) was formed
by some sections of TU move-
ment and Congressmen.

Situation became complicated.
Hind Majdoor Sabha (HMS) was
formed just after independence,
on December 29, 1948. United
Trade Union Centre (Lenin
Sarani), now known as the All
India United Trade Union Cen-
tre (AIUTUC), was formed on
April 2-27, 1958. Bhartiya
Majdoor Sangh (BMS) of
Bhartiya Jan Sangh (now
Bhartiya Janata Party) came into
being on July 23, 1955. The split
in Communist Party of India in
1964 led to the formation of a
separate Centre for Indian Trade
Unions (CITU) in 1970. All India
Central Council of Trade Unions
(AICCTU) of CP India (Marxist-
Leninist, Liberation) was

formed on August 4, 1989. Be-
sides, some others were also
there.

Damage done by sec-
tarianism

AITUC and working class
movement faced tough times
due to sectarian and adventurist
line adopted by CPI in 1948.
Initially, CPI under PC Joshi
warmly had welcomed Indian
independence but later when
the leadership was changed, it
was declared as sham indepen-
dence. From March 9, 1949,
AITUC called for indefinite rail-
way strike throughout the
country, thinking it would lead
to revolution! The railway work-
ers in general did not respond,

and all the trains were running
merrily! The strike failed mis-
erably and AITUC and CPI were
thoroughly isolated from the
mass of the workers. The railway
unions and many others were
lost.

The working class movement
again suffered damage and
splits due to Maoism in  early
1960s, leading to several splits.

Working Class launches
movements again

By early 1950s, working class
had regained its positive initia-
tive, particularly due to efforts

of Ajoy Ghosh, SA Dange, Ghate
and others.

AITUC was the first to take a
positive stand on economic
development and public sector,
and passed resolutions sup-
porting it in its 25th session in
Eranakulam on December 25-29,
1957.

Employees of State Insurance
(ESI) act was passed in 1948; first
central Pay Commission for
government employees was
setup in 1949, Industrial Dis-
putes Act was amended in 1953
regarding layoffs and condi-
tions for closure; revision in the
Dearness Allowance, enactment
of Provident Fund Act 1952 and
Minimum Wages Act 1948
among others were some of the

Tikaram Sharma
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Post-Independence India
achievements.

Number of agitations,
struggles including strikes took
place and among them were
struggle of tea plantation work-
ers of Calcutta, handloom
workers of Madras, textile
workers of Bombay and many
others. For the first time, on June
30, 1953, workers of  defence
industries went on general
strike. All the defence unions
came together as All India De-
fence Employees Federation.
Unfortunately, INTUC group
left and formed a new federation
in 1960 as Indian National De-
fence Workers Federation.

Fifteenth Indian Labour Con-
ference was held in July, 1957,
with the participation of repre-
sentatives of the employers,
labour department and workers
to discuss wage policy, housing,
discipline in the industry,
nationalisation, etc. The govern-
ment was compelled to agree to
appoint Wage Boards of certain
industries like textiles, electric-
ity, newspapers, leather, etc.
Later it was decided that further
appointment of Wage Boards
and wages should be settled
through negotiations at the na-
tional-industrial or state level.

Post and Telegraph employ-
ees, along with Central
Government employees, de-
cided on strike in 1957;
government agreed to appoint
a Pay Commission and the strike
notice was withdrawn. Begin-
ning with July 12, 1960,
government employees went on
a successful nationwide strike
for five days.

Among other struggles were
62-day strike of State Govern-
ment employees of Uttar
Pradesh in February 1967; 5
day-strike of Andhra Pradesh
employees over DA, in which 4
lakh employees took part; 90-
day Kanpur textile strike
against rationalisation, etc.

New forms of struggle
At the initiative of AITUC and

its leader S.A Dange, a March to
Parliament (‘Delhi Chalo’) was
held on September 13, 1963 for

the first time in the history of
India, by over 2 lakh workers,
peasants, and middle class
employees from all parts of the
country. A Great Petition signed
by over 10 million people was
submitted to the Lok Sabha
Speaker. S A Dange and A K
Gopalan spoke at the historic
rally in front of Parliament.

New forms of struggle like,
March, bandh, gherao, etc
emerged, mostly formulated by
Dange.

Nationalization of
banks, 1969

Due to a split in the ruling
party on basic political-ideo-
logical matters, Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi’s camp became
a minority. CPI supported her
on the condition that she would
nationalise bank industry.
AITUC general secretary S.A
Dange delivered his historic
speech in support of Bank
Nationalisation Bill in Lok
Sabha and 14 banks owned by
the biggest monopoly houses
were nationalised overnight in
1969.

Nationalization of banks
made possible rapid growth
and expansion of small and
medium industries, as well as
of agriculture. Feudal usury
disappeared and a giant net-
work of nationalized banks
spread through the rural India.

Some important
struggles

19660s-70s saw some historic
struggles such as: first all India
Railways strike along with post
and telegraph and Central Gov-
ernment employees in 1960;
second major strike of railway
employees was averted in 1968;
two strikes of station masters
and drivers took place in 1973,
followed by Railway Guards in
January 1974, on working hours,
grade pay scale, parity with
other Public Sector Undertak-
ings employees, bonus,
rationalisation of work-hours,
work conditions, victimisation.
A India railway strike took place

beginning on May 8, 1974, con-
tinuing till May 27. Nearly one
million employees took part.
All the leaders were arrested.
AITUC played a major role.

In early 1970s, the right reac-
tionary JP movement to
destabilise Indira Gandhi’s
government took place. She
imposed internal emergency to
curb it, but it was considered
anti-democratic. Strikes and
actions continued during emer-
gency also: workers of National
Tobacco, Bata India Ltd., Coal
miners of Bihar, etc. went on
strike.

Janata Party Rule
Indira Gandhi lost the 1977

elections and Janata Party came
to power. It included Jan Sangh,
which later became BJP. The
government took several steps
to curb the movements of work-
ing class. To shackle them, wage
freeze was tried. Public sector
employees observed one day
strike on June 28, 1978, compel-
ling the Central Government to
withdraw this proposal. It also
tried to introduce an Industrial
Bill seeking to clamp Anti-
Labour Industrial Relations. It
was opposed tooth and nail by
the working class.

Efforts at unity
AITUC made several ap-

proaches to CITU, HMS and
others for unification but with-
out result. At one stage in the
mid-90s, AITUC and HMS al-
most came to an agreement for
unity and merger. But some-
how, it did not work-out.

AITUC has been consistently
trying to unite the TU move-
ment, in particular the AITUC,
HMS and CITU but it has met
several hurdles.

Gains of seven decades
Achievements of labour

movement during the seven
decades after independence
have been many: bonus, gratuity
with provident fund, introduc-
tion of contributory health
insurance, holidays with pay as

a right, right of worker to de-
mand neutralisation of rise in
cost of living, minimum wages
and standard wage for pre-
scribed work, layoff and
retrenchment compensation,
etc.

Workers faced police repres-
sion, lathi-charges, firings,
arrests etc, as happened in
Vishakhapatnam Steel Plant
movement in the 1960s. They lost
jobs and many were even
martyred. 11 workers of
Rajdhani mines (MP) were
killed in police firing on April
5, 1978; 9 farm workers of
Bailadila iron ore project (MP)
were killed in firing; farm work-
ers and university employees at
Pant Nagar (Uttarakhand) were
fired upon on April 13, 1978,
resulting in several deaths.
More than 20 workers were
killed in firings on October 17,
1979, in Faridabad. The list is
very long.

    In India, only seven percent
of the work force is in organised
sector. This sector includes
workers employed by the gov-
ernment, state owned
enterprises and private sector
with the government. Rest 93
percent are in the unorganised
sector. So it becomes very dif-
ficult to organize them.

LPG was introduced in India
by Narasimha Rao government
in 1991, doing much damage to
workers’ living standards.
AITUC opposed it.

BJP rule and
working class

BJP government led by
prime minister Modi has sys-
tematically dismantled the
labour and industrial machin-
ery and labour laws.  The labour
laws have been categorised into
four codes only, depriving the
workers of most of the rights and
achievements. Modi govern-
ment has adopted completely
anti-labour stance.

AITUC and CPI continue to
fight against the right wing re-
actionary and anti-labour
policies of the government.
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Unite against Threats...
From Front Page

The opposition has to
unite for this purpose.
Congress has been ruling
our country since long.
Now it has to change its
methods considering the
changing circumstances.
Basically, a secular party,
it has its units, base and
influence throughout the
country. But it is suffer-
ing with internal crisis. It
has to resolve such is-
sues and join with other
forces to fight against BJP.
Congress party should
not forget that public
sector under takings,
socialist models and five-
year plans were
introduced in the regime
of Congress, D Raja has
reminded.

The delegate session
began after the hoisting
of the Red Flag by former
MP, former General Sec-
retary of the CPI
Suravaram Sudhakar
Reddy amidst slogans
that kept reverberating
the entire conference
area. In his address to the
delegate session, he said:
“As long as anti-people
policies of ruling circles,
economic crisis and com-
munalism exist, the need
of communists will en-
hance, and as long as
exploitation continues,
communism will be
there”. He said in his
address that commu-
nists are coming to
power in most of the
countries in the world.
However, there is
counter propaganda also
by certain sections who
want people to believe
that communists are get-
ting weaker. This is
nothing but mere propa-
ganda of class enemies.
It is true that the commu-
nists must be always
striving to meet the com-
mitment whatever may
be the challenges. Mas-
sive relentless struggles
should be built up inside
and outside Parliament,
said former general sec-

retary. The country is in
the grip of fascism. It is
trying to destabilise one
state after another, while
serving the interests of
corporate friends. As el-
ephant died in the
clutches of united ants,
the BJP also will be de-
throned in all states.
They must be taught ap-
propriate lesson as soon
as possible. Despite the
fact that communists are
real heirs of the
Telangana armed
struggle, there are some
politicians who never
were in the scene, yet
assert their participation
in the movement. Land of
Telangana had been
soaked in the blood of
martyrs among whom
majority were commu-
nists. There is also
communalism raising its
head and nurtured by
rightist forces.

Telangana state coun-
cil secretary Chada
Venkata Reddy stated
while introducing politi-
cal, organisational and
activities reports that
state government is
piled up with debts that
have reached to Rs 3.30

lakhs crores and on each
head, debt has reached to
Rs 94,282. Podu farmers
are always suffering
from apprehensions.
Several criminal cases
have been instituted on
tribal podu farmers and
sent to jails. Cold war is
going on between podu
cultivators and revenue
officials. At present
nearly six lakh podu
farmers have to get au-
thority letters. After

watching the response of
the government, party
would intensify the agi-
tation demanding letters
to all podu cultivators.

The irrigation projects
based on Krishna and
Godavari rivers have not
been completed. It is
tragic. Lift irrigation
scheme taken up by AP
government has become
disputable. There is no
coordination between
two states. Chada Venkat
Reddy demanded to
withdraw the notifica-

tion issued by the Centre
stating the seizure of the
authority on all projects
in Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana. National
council of CPI has re-
solved unanimously to
support the same de-
mand by the
representatives of both
the states. In order to cor-
rect the mistakes in
Dharani portal, a minis-
ters’ sub-committee has
been appointed but no

option received so far for
Saadhabainaamaas.

Right reactionary
communal BJP govern-
ment is conspiring to
topple Telangana gov-
ernment. Need of the
hour is to unite left,
democratic and secular
parties and take initia-
tive to unleash struggles.
Poisonous propaganda
in social media on our
policies and decisions
must be attacked by our
people. Party will defi-
nitely welcome the
suggestions from well-
wishers and
sympathisers. On
Munugodu by-election,
party’s stand is to defeat
communal fascist BJP.
This is to save the people
and country from fascist
clutches.

Party Membership
Goes Up

In Telangana party
membership has
reached to 80,659.
Among the party mem-
bers, BCs are 46 per cent,
SCs are 25 per cent, STs
are 11 per cent and mi-
norities are seven per
cent. Among the party
members 74 per cent are
men and 26 per cent are
women, explained
Chada Venkata Reddy
while speaking on
organisation report.

Party national council

secretary Atul Kumar
Anjan addressing the
delegates said that no
single party is in a posi-
tion to defeat BJP in the
forthcoming general
elections. Hence, we
have to build united mas-
sive struggles leading to
unity of all secular demo-
cratic parties against the
anti-people RSS-BJP
combine government.
He pointed out that
Sangh parivar is creating
communal tensions in
the country and is also
propagating that there is
danger to Hindus in this
country. He wondered
when there are 115 crores
Hindus in the total popu-
lation of 140 crores, how
there can be any danger.

Modi has promised to
deposit Rs 15 lakhs in
each bank account and to
create two crore jobs ev-
ery year. He miserably
failed to implement his
assurances. Hence to di-
vert people’s attention,
RSS is creating commu-
nal tensions. Referring to
the Bilkis Bano incident,
he said that the Gujarat
government has re-
leased 11 rapists and
given clean certificate.
The central government
and the apex court have
expressed total silence
which is a sad state of
affair. He called upon the

Former general secretary S Sudhakar Reddy hoisting the Red Flag

A view of the delegate session

On Page 11
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kisans, youth, students,
women, as well as the left
and democratic forces to
launch united struggles
against unemployment.

National council sec-
retary Binoy Viswam MP
in his address made it
clear that even now land
problem is very crucial
in the country. We have
to launch land struggles
with the inspiration from
Telangana armed
struggle in which CPI has
distributed 10 lakh acres
of land to the landless.
CPI has to intensify its
struggles for house sites
and cultivable lands.
The party has to attract
more people towards it
struggles.

Saying that there is no
short cut for strengthen-
ing the party, he said that
the party has to organise
more and more struggles
taking up the burning is-
sues of the people. We
have to get new friends
involved in our struggles.
We have to build a very
wide platform of left,
democratic forces. Refer-
ring to the land struggle
of Hanamkonda and
Warangal, he said poor
women had valiantly
faced the brutal police
even though their hands
were broken and several
of them got injured.

Public Meeting
Earlier, on September

4 addressing a massive
public meeting at Siddi
Venkateshwarlu Maidan
in Shamshabad, D Raja
said that India will not be
safe in the hands of BJP.
In order to protect democ-
racy, defend

Constitution and save
the federal spirit of the
Constitution, people
have to dethrone BJP
headed by Modi in forth-
coming elections in 2024.
The meeting was pre-
sided over by Chada
Venkata Reddy. On the
dais were party national
council secretaries Atul
Kumar Anjan and Dr K
Narayana, national ex-
ecutive member Azeez
Pasha, state assistant sec-
retaries Palla Venkata
Reddy and Kunamneni
Sambasiva Rao, state sec-
retariat members Pasya
Padma, Takkalapally
Sreenivasa Rao,
Balamallesh, Bhagam
Hemanth Rao, Kalaveni
Shankar, Bal Narsimha
and V S Bose and na-
tional council member K
Sreenivas Reddy and
other senior party lead-
ers. A huge procession of
two kms long was taken
out that culminated into
the public meeting.

D Raja said that in or-
der to dethrone the
anti-people BJP govern-
ment, all democratic,
secular parties including
regional parties have to
unite together and
launch massive
struggles.  At present
KCR is throwing chal-
lenges against Modi
which is a good sign. His
fight against BJP govern-
ment headed by
Modi should be stable.
He also pointed out that
if BJP continues in power,
democracy will not pre-
vail in the country.

He further said that
many regional parties are
coming forward to fight
against BJP. In Tamil
Nadu DMK under the
leadership of Stalin is
fighting against BJP, po-
litically and

ideologically. In Bihar
Nitish Kumar has come
out of the clutches of BJP
and joined again the
Mahaghatbandhan and
formed a ministry. In
Telangana also KCR is
fighting against BJP.

In the regime of Modi
prices of essential com-
modities, inflation,
unemployment, closure
of industries and poverty
are increasing and eco-
nomic disparities are
widening.  Value of ru-
pee is falling day by day.
Economic crisis is in-
creasing.  Every sector of
our economy is in crisis.
Adani has occupied third
position in the global list
of billionaires. On other
side people are fighting
against hunger. Food
security is lacking. There
is no guarantee for job
security.  Farmers are not
getting minimum sup-
port price for their
produce. Democracy is at
its peril. Modi is making
attempts to amend our
secular Constitution to
bring in Hindu Rashtra.
The architects of our
Constitution including
Dr B R Ambedkar had
categorically stated that
India cannot be a Hindu
state. 

Modi is even against
the federal spirit of our

Constitution. He is not
helping non-BJP govern-
ments in states. He is
thinking that India is his
own property. He is sell-
ing all public sector
undertakings, railways,
airports, harbours and all
other natural resources
at throw away prices to
his corporate friends. But
our Constitution has
clearly spelt out that our
nation is a welfare state.
But the government of
Modi is serving the inter-
ests of corporates and
looting the national
wealth. In this back-
ground all states of our
nation have to build up
movements to dethrone
BJP government headed
by Modi, D Raja under-
lined.

Party national council
secretary Atul Kumar
Anjan in his address
stated that Modi govern-
ment by increasing prices
of essential commodities
is playing ‘kabaddi’ with
the lives of common
people. We have not
seen such a government
after independence.
Government is running
solely on GST, petro-
leum prices, excise,
customs levy and for-
eign debts etc. BJP is
dreaming that it will
come to power in

Unite against Threats...
From Page 10

Telangana but that dream
should be shattered. He
appealed to the people to
dethrone Modi govern-
ment in 2024 elections.

Palamakula Jangaiah,
Rangareddy district CPI
secretary, welcomed the
guests to the dais. Palle
Narsimha general secre-
tary, IPTA and his squad
enthused the audience
with folk dances and
revolutionary songs.
Vandemataram Stinivas,
film music director sung
revolutionary song ‘yerra
zenda’ to which audience
carrying red flags
danced. After Covid
pandemic several
cadres from various dis-
tricts met first time and
hence they were happily
receiving each other.

State secretary Chada
Venkata Reddy also ad-
dressed the public
meeting.

The conference
elected a 101-member
state council, 12 candi-
date members, 17
invitees and a nine-
member Control
Commission. It also
elected a 31-member ex-
ecutive and three
invitees. Kunamneni
Sambasiva Rao got
elected as state council
secretary.

 view of the cultural programmes

Front view of the rally
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Henceforth the govern-
ment has decided to buy
and sell fertilisers from its
own companies instead of
through fertiliser compa-
nies.

It is estimated that the
consumption of chemical
fertilisers in the country is
increasing by nine to 10 per
cent every year. Saying
that the effect will be on the
subsidy paid by the Cen-
tre. The ongoing
Russia-Ukraine war has
further worsened the situ-
ation.

It is ironic that the gov-
ernment is focusing on the
policy of single brands,
without caring about pro-
duction, import and
distribution of fertilisers. 
Due to the use of chemical
fertilisers across the coun-
try, investments in the
agricultural sector have
increased to a large extent
and farmers are facing
losses. Fertiliser dealers
have become a law into
themselves and farmers
have to buy the fertilisers
they offer.

Nitrogen is being used
32 times in Haryana and

24 times in Punjab beyond
the requirement. In
Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh, they are using
double the amount of urea
that should be used. Due
to this, the soil gets depleted
and becomes a waste land.
Government organisations
are failing to sensitise the
farmers in this regard.

The parliamentary level
committee has objected
that the central govern-
ment, which is boasting
that it has allotted a huge
amount in the budget, has
not succeeded in supply-
ing the required fertilisers

to the farmers. The govern-
ment is also taking any
action against those shop-
keepers, who are charging
more than the actual prices
and supplying fake
fertilisers.

Actions have not gone
away. If you want urea
and sulphate, you need to
take complex fertilisers
which are not necessary.
Also, orders should be is-
sued to sell seeds,
fertilisers, pesticides, etc, at
fixed prices even in Kisan
Development Centres.
There is no guarantee that
the situation will improve
just by issuing orders. In
the past, there have been

many instances where
measures taken for the
welfare of farmers have
turned futile.

Keeping all those things
in mind, farmers must be
made aware and encour-
aged to reduce the use of
chemical fertilisers and
promote the use of natural
organic fertilisers. That
way we can save the agri-
culture sector and protect
the farmers. Pressure
should be put on the cen-
tral and state governments
to take appropriate mea-
sures for that.  All the
farmers should come for-
ward unitedly for that.

From Page 04

Fertiliser Cos Looting Farmers...

Speakers at the open-
ing session of the second
state conference of
Telangana AISF said that
saffronization of educa-
tion will inject communal
venom into the tender
minds of students and
therefore students
should fight against the
central government
which is making all at-
tempts to saffronize
education. The three-day
conference was held at
Kothagudem town of
Bhadradri-Kothagudem
district on August 26, 27
and 28, 2022.

Thousands of stu-
dents, who had come
from all the corners of the
state took out a proces-
sion from Kothagudem
railway station to
Kothagudem club via
MG Road and bus stand. 
The procession culmi-
nated into a public
meeting at Kothagudem
club.

Addressing the public
meeting, AISF national
president Shubham
Banarjee said that after the
spread of Covid pan-
demic, the government
did not give any atten-
tion towards the
problems of all sections
of people including those
of students. This resulted
in education becoming

AISF Telangana State Conference
Call to Fight against Saffronization of Education

unaffordable for poor
students. The govern-
ment instead is making
all efforts for the
privatisation of educa-
tion so that it does not
reach the common man.

Shubham Banarjee al-
leged that as part of the
c o m m e r c i a l i s a t i o n
move, Modi govern-
ment is serving the
interests of corporate
forces and transformed
education into a com-

modity. The BJP govern-
ment has spent Rs 3,000
crores for the statue of
Vallabhbai Patel but
there is no minimum re-
sponse to the demand of
students’ community to
enhance budget alloca-
tion to education sector.
Pointing out that the BJP
is trying to saffronize
education, he appealed

to all left and progressive
forces in the country to
resist it. This should be
the immediate and main
task. The Union govern-
ment is spending a lot
according to their whims
and fancies on all other
sectors but showing total
indiscrimination in allot-
ting adequate funds for
education in the budget.
As wealth of the country
is being privatised, even
education is also being

p r i v a t i s e d .
Hence, corporate forces
are being welcomed with
red carpet to the educa-
tion sector.

Banarjee also ap-
pealed to students to
wake up and fight
against anti-education
policies of the govern-
ment. AISF is the
organisation which is

sincerely fighting on stu-
dents’ problems and is
having a long history of
struggles. Hence under
its leadership, students
have to be ready to wage
militant battles, Banarjee
reiterated.

K u n a m n e n i
Sambasiva Rao, former
MLA, in his address
stated that students are
the architects of future
India. He alleged that the
ruling circles at the Cen-

tre and in the states are
attempting to see that
education does not reach
common man. In the
country anarchist forces
are polarising people on
communal lines. On the
basis of religion and
caste people are being
divided. Communal
venom is being injected
into tender minds of stu-

dents who are supposed
to study with purity of
heart. He also alleged that
tender minds are being
poisoned against equal-
ity. We can change the
policies of governments
only through struggles.
Hence, he appealed to the
students to get ready for
struggles while concen-
trating on studies as well.
Common education sys-
tem is only the
alternative. He also ap-
pealed to the student
community to wage
multifarious struggles
under the leadership of
AISF.

Dinesh Sri Ranga
Rajan, national general
secretary, AISF while
addressing stated that
the changes going to be
brought by the Centre in
the education system will
become a curse on the
part of student commu-
nity. Sri Ranga Rajan
demanded that 20 per
cent of budget must be
allocated to education in
the Union budget and 30
per cent in state budgets.

The meeting was pre-
sided over by Stalin state
president of AISF. Ravi
Sivaramakrishna state
general secretary, Sabir
Paasha, former state
president, AISF leaders,
Harish, Upender and
Fayeem and CPI leaders
participated.

– Ram Narsimha Rao



New Age Weekly

13September 11–17, 2022

Diary of
International

Events
C. Adhikesavan

Huge demonstration
against the government in
Prague, the capital of
Czech Republic against
currency, gas prices hike.
The Czech government
should not take side of
Ukraine, NATO in the
Russia war against
Ukraine-NATO-America,
demand to remain neutral.
Participation in the dem-
onstration of Communist
Party of Czechoslavia,
Moravia. Around 70,000
demonstrators demand
new gas deal with Russia
and end to sanctions over
war in Ukraine.

The Czech Republic is
facing an autumn of dis-
content after an estimated
70,000 demonstrators
gathered in Prague to pro-
test at soaring energy bills
and demand an end to
sanctions against Russia
over the war in Ukraine.

Far-right and extreme-
left forces coalesced at a
“Czech Republic First”
rally to call for a new
agreement with Moscow
over gas supplies and a
halt to the sending of arms
to Ukraine, while urging
the centre-right govern-
ment of the prime minister,
Petr Fiala, to resign.

The demonstration in
Wenceslas Square – histori-
cally a site of mass dissent
in the Czech capital,
Prague – appeared to spell
an end to a relatively placid
period of domestic politics
since Fiala took office last
December.

His five-party coalition
had on Friday survived a
parliamentary confidence
vote, triggered by the op-
position, which accuses
the government of being
unable to deal with rising
domestic fuel bills and
bring under control an
inflation rate that has
surged to 18%, among the
highest in the EU.

The rally, part-
organised by the far-right
Freedom and Direct De-
mocracy party (SPD) and
the rump Communist
party that once ruled the
former Czechoslovakia,

Huge Protest in Prague over Energy Crisis
featured calls for military
neutrality and complaints
over the arrival of Ukrai-
nian refugees. About
400,000 have been
granted residence in the
Czech Republic
s ince  Russ ia  invaded
Ukraine.

Alongside banners
bearing slogans such as
“The best for Ukrainians
and two jumpers for us”,
Zuzana Majerová
Zahradníková of the hard-
right, anti-EU Trikolora
party told protesters:
“Fiala’s government may
be Ukrainian, it may be
Brussels, but it is definitely
not Czech.”

Some demonstrators
wore T-shirts praising the
Russian president,

Vladimir Putin, while oth-
ers carried banners voicing
anti-EU and anti-Nato
sentiment. The Czech Re-
public has been among the
w e s t e r n
a l l i a n c e ’ s  s t a u n c h e s t
supporters of Ukraine.

Organisers have vowed
to stage further rallies, with
another planned for the
symbolic date of 28 Sep-
tember, Czech state day,
unless the government
resigns by 25 September.

Fiala, the leader of the
Civic Democratic party
(ODS) and a former poli-
tics professor, dismissed
the demonstration as ex-
tremist and fuelled by
Russian propaganda.

He said: “The protest on
Wenceslas Square was
called by forces that are
pro-Russian, are close to

extreme positions and are
against the interests of the
Czech Republic. It is clear
t h a t  R u s s i a n
p r o p a g a n d a  a n d
disinformation campaigns
are present on our territory
and some people simply
listen to them.”

However, non-opposi-
tion voices have cautioned
against the potentially
calamitous consequences
of the looming winter en-
ergy crisis, which Fiala is
due to discuss with the
German chancellor, Olaf
Scholz, when he visits
Prague on Monday.

The justice minister,
Pavel Blažek – a member
of the prime minister’s
party – warned last week
of the risk of riots and the

fall of the government in
the absence of an urgent
solution. “If the energy
crisis is not resolved, the
political system of this
country is at risk,” he said.

Boris Cvek, a Czech
commentator writing on
the Britské Listy website,
pointed to the number of
people present. “When I
read in the morning that
there were 5,000 there, I
waved my hand, thinking
that there would be no
more. By the afternoon, it
was 70,000. That blew my
mind,” he said.

“The agenda is suspi-
ciously reminiscent of
Donald Trump’s agenda.
When we see how this man
can threaten the very es-
sence of even an old and
experienced democracy
such as the American one,

it certainly should not
leave us in peace.”

Western countries
cling to the old-

world order
Western countries are

trying to preserve the old-
world order despite
irreversible transforma-
tions happening in the
system of international
relations, Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin said
Wednesday during the
plenary session of the 7th
Eastern Economic Forum
(EEF) in Vladivostok, Rus-
sia.

“Western countries are
trying to maintain
yesterday’s world order,
which is only beneficial to
them, to force everyone to
live according to the noto-

rious rules which they
have invented,” Putin said.

These Western coun-
tries also regularly violate
or change those rules, at
their own convenience,
and are currently making
short-sighted political and
economic decisions.

“All these decisions run
counter to the interests of
countries and their people,
including, by the way, the
people in those Western
countries. The gap sepa-
rating the Western elites
from their own citizens is
widening,” Putin said,
pointing out that many
states are unwilling to suc-
cumb to Western diktat.

At the same time, the
president noted that the
current system of interna-
tional relations has been
going through fundamen-

tal and inevitable changes,
where the role of promis-
ing countries, particularly
in the Asia-Pacific region,
has significantly grown.

The Russian president
said these countries have
become centers for “eco-
nomic and technological
growth.”

The 7th EEF kicked off
on Monday and will end
on Thursday in Russia’s far
eastern city of
Vladivostok. The main
theme of this year’s event
is “On the Path to a Mul-
tipolar World.” Launched
in 2015, the EEF has served
as an important venue for
dialogue among politi-
cians, business executives
and experts for Far East de-
velopment and regional
cooperation.

Indigenous people
protest in Brazil
against mining

projects
More than 6,000 indig-

enous people marched on
Wednesday afternoon in
Brasilia towards the Na-
tional Congress to protest
against the bills promoted
by the Government that
seeks to authorize mining
exploitations in their ter-
ritories.

The protest is one of the
first official acts of the Free
Land Camp, which until
April 14, will gather in the
central avenues of Brasilia
for dozens of activities and
demonstrations organized
by the indigenous move-
ment.

The meeting is consid-
ered the largest in the
country and takes place in
the same period in which
the National Congress will
vote on texts such as Bill
191/2020, which autho-
rizes mining on
indigenous lands.

At the beginning of
March, the Chamber of
Deputies approved the
processing of this bill as a
matter of urgency, and it
could be voted on before
the end of April.
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and prevention of dehy-
dration (ORS) by
providing quality medi-
cines. During the
country’s calamity of
outbreak of Plague in
1994, IDPL was the only
company which played
the sheet anchor role in
supplying Tetracycline
for the entire Nation.
Similarly, company had
made uninterrupted
supply of Chloroquine to
combat Malaria epi-
demic in different parts
of the country. In 2005 to
combat national emer-
gency (leptospirosis)
arising due to floods in
Maharashtra, IDPL had

supplied required Doxy-
cycline Capsules within
no time. IDPL has always
supplied quality medi-
cines and its presence has
played a price balancing
role in the competitive &
business environment.
World Health
Organisation had made
its observations on IDPL
as follows, “IDPL had
achieved in 10 years what
others have in 50. IDPL
products have been ex-
amined for quality very
carefully by the devel-
oped countries and many
of them want to buy from
here”. 

 Similarly the founda-
tion stone of Hindustan
Antibiotics Ltd (HAL)
was laid by Prime Min-

ister Jawaharlal Nehru.
Central Research Insti-
tute (CRI) Kasauli is
pioneer in the field of
vaccines not only in India
but in the world.
Founded on May 3,
1905 the institute was
originally established
with a mandate of re-
search work in the field
of medical and public
health, manufacture of
vaccines and antiserum,
human resource devel-
opment and to act as a
national referral centre
for public health prob-
lems.   

But when there was
shift in the economic
policies and there were
changes in the patent
rights laws under the

WTO after it was
founded on January 1,
1995, the whole scenario
started changing. Indian
companies had to bear
the brunt and major im-
pact was on the Public
Sector Units (PSUs). The
IDPL, HAL and Kasauli
were financially con-
strained. Cheap vaccines
produced by these com-
panies now became very
expensive and out of
reach of common man.    

   The Union Cabinet’s
recommendation in its
cabinet meeting dated
December 28, 2016 to
close down and sell the
pharmaceutical PSUs is
a big blow to the concept
of the state ensuring af-

fordable, and possibly
free-of-cost, medicines
for millions.  It is time to
raise voice to build pub-
lic opinion for
strengthening the phar-
maceutical PSUs if the
country really wants af-
fordable medicines for
the people.     

 As per the NPPA or-
der dated March 25, 2020
there are 856 drugs
whose ceiling price has
been fixed by the
NPPA. Since the drug
(Medicine and medical
device) is not a luxury
there should be ceiling
on price of all the drugs
without exception. The
public sector units
should be rejuvenated
and strengthened to en-
sure affordable
drug prices.

From Page 05

Urgent Need for Regulation...
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– Compiled by C. Adhikesavan

Six years after demonetisation, the
black currency market continues to
thrive. There has been a whopping 107
times increase in the number of fake cur-
rency notes of Rs 2,000 denomination
between 2016 and 2020.

In a written reply to the Lok Sabha,
Minister of State for Finance Pankaj
Chaudhary today said 2,272 fake currency
notes of Rs 2,000 denomination were
seized in 2016, 74,898 in 2017, 54,776 in
2018, 90,566 in 2019 and 2,44,834 in 2020.
The number has been mostly rising since
2016, except once in 2018. Between 2019
and 2020, there has been a 170 per cent
rise in fake currency notes of Rs 2,000
denomination. In the banking system, the
number of fake notes detected have de-
creased.

“The number of such notes detected
in the banking system decreased from
2018-19 till 2020-21. In 2021-22, the num-
ber was 13,604, which is 0.000635 per cent
of the total number of bank notes of Rs
2,000 denomination in circulation,” the
MoS said. – The Tribune, September 1.

***
Yashwant Shinde, an RSS worker for 25

years, also claimed that he was told by a
senior VHP leader about a terror training
camp that was underway to “carry out blasts
across the country”. Sixteen years after a
bomb exploded at a residence of a Nanded-
based Rashtriya Swayansevak Sangh (RSS)
worker, a former senior functionary of the
organisation has moved an application
before a special CBI court claiming that
several senior right-wing leaders were

directly involved in the incident.
The applicant, Yashwant Shinde, was

an RSS worker for close to 25 years and
also had associations with other ultra-
right-wing groups like the Vishva Hindu
Parishad (VHP) and Bajrang Dal. He has
claimed that over three years before the
blast, a senior VHP worker had informed
him about a terror training camp that was
underway to “carry out blasts across the
country”. – thewire.in, September 2.

AIBEA Condemns Rising
Attacks on Girls, Women

AIBEA general secretary C H Venkatachalam and
AIBEA Women Council national convener Lalita
Joshi have issued the following statement on Sep-
tember 2, 2022 strongly condemning and protesting
against the increasing attacks on girls and women:

The recent incidents of pouring petrol and burn-
ing a girl in Jharkhand, shooting a girl for denial of
marriage in Delhi, garlanding rapists and releas-
ing them prematurely in Gujrat, raping of Dalit
women and minor girls by Seer in Karnataka, in-
creasing cases of gang rapes are creating shock waves
and deep insecurity amongst women in our soci-
ety. There are increasing cases of acid attacks and
crimes on female employees in public sector banks,
who are performing their duty of recovery on loans.

According to the National Crime Records Bureau
in 2011 there were more than 2,28,650 reported in-
cidents of crime against women and in 2021 it has
increased to 4,28,278 cases.

According to NCRB data India lodged an aver-
age of 86 rapes every day in 2021.India registered
31,677 cases and nearly 49 cases of crime against
women every single hour.

We urge upon the governments at the Centre and
states to take strict action against those sadistic and
violent elements in society.

We demand justice for the victims of those inci-
dents and safety for women to live in a dignified
manner in society. It is regrettable that our society
is becoming barbaric to women. Trade unions should
be alive to these social evils and stand up against
them.

Retail inflation for
farm and rural workers
increased to 6.60 per cent
and 6.82 per cent, respec-
tively, in July mainly due
to higher prices of certain
food items. In June
retail inflation for farm
and rural workers stood
at 6.43 per cent and 6.76
per cent respectively.

“Point-to-point rate
of inflation based on the
CPI-AL (Consumer Price
I n d e x - A g r i c u l t u r a l
Labourers) and CPI-RL
(Consumer Price Index-
Rural Labourers) stood at
6.60 per cent and 6.82 per
cent in July, 2022 com-
pared to 6.43 per cent and
6.76 per cent respectively
in June, 2022 and 3.92 per
cent and 4.09 per cent re-
spectively during the
corresponding month
(July 2021) of the previ-
ous year,” a labour
ministry statement said.

Similarly, food infla-
tion stood at 5.38 per cent
and 5.44 per cent in July,
2022 compared to 5.09 per
cent  and 5.16 per cent

Retail Inflation for Farm, Rural Workers Rises

respectively in June,
2022 and 2.66 per cent and
2.74 per cent respectively
during the correspond-
ing month of the
previous year, it stated.

The All-India Con-
sumer Price Index
Number for Agricultural
Labourers and Rural
Labourers for July, 2022
increased by six points
each to stand at 1131 and
1143 points respectively.

The CPI-AL was 1125
points in June 2022, while
CPI-RL was 1137 points
in the month.

The major contribu-
tion towards the rise in
general index of Agricul-
tural Labourers and
Rural Labourers came
from food group to the
extent of 4.41 and 4.07
points respectively
mainly due to increase in
prices of rice, wheat-atta,
bajra, pulses, milk, fish
fresh, onion, chillies
green/ dry, ginger,
mixed spices, vegetables
and fruits, tea
readymade, etc.

The rise in the index
varied from state to state.
In the case of Agricultural
Labourers, it recorded an
increase of 1 to 13 points
in 20 states. Tamil Nadu
with 1301 points topped
the index table, whereas
Himachal Pradesh with
890 points stood at the
bottom.

In the case of Rural
Labourers, it recorded an
increase of 1 to 13 points
in 20 states. Tamil Nadu
with 1290 points topped
the index table whereas
Himachal Pradesh with
942 points stood at the
bottom.

Amongst states, the
maximum increase in the
Consumer Price Index
Numbers for both Agri-
cultural and Rural
Labourers was experi-
enced by Assam (13
points each) mainly due
to rise in the prices of
rice, chillies green, veg-
etables and fruits, etc, it
stated.
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KOLKATA:  The
three-day 27th state con-
ference of CPI was held
from September 1, 2022
at Com Gurudas
Dasgupta Nagar
(Medinipur) on Com
Prabodh Panda Manch
(Vidyasagar Smriti
Mandir).

The state conference
started with a decora-
tive, colourful and
robust rally that marched
around the city led by the
general secretary D Raja,
national council secretar-
ies Atul Kumar Anjaan
and Pallab Sengupta and
state council secretary
Swapan Banerjee. The
rally started at 3 p.m., and
reached the conference
hall at 5 p.m. There the
red flag was unfurled by
general secretary D Raja.
He gave a brief speech ad-
dressing the gathering.
After offering floral trib-
utes at the martyrs’
column by the party’s
national and state lead-
ership and various
leaders of the mass
organisations, the 27th

state conference began.
The conference

started with the opening
address delivered by
general secretary D Raja.
He said that our party is
going to celebrate hun-
dredth year of its
foundation in 2024 and
2024 is also the year to
find a way to protect our
Constitution and democ-
racy. We have to make
our party so strong that
we could play the main
role to unite the left,
democratic and secular
forces to fight out RSS-
BJP combine to protect
secular, democratic and
federal character of our
country.

On the second day, that

27th West Bengal State Conference of CPI
CALL TO BUILD A STRONG PARTY ORGANISATION

A front view of the rally

Tribal women in the procession

Subodh Datta

is on September 2, state
council secretary
Swapan Banerjee placed
the political report and
one of the secretaries
Asok Ray placed the
organisational repot on
the table to discuss and
to seek the opinion of the
delegates. The first ses-
sion of the second day
started with the address
of national council secre-
tary Atul Kumar Anjaan.
In his address he said that
we have to defeat the
corporate friend and RSS-
led BJP government at
the Centre, otherwise
they will sell out every-
thing of our country.
Already they have be-
gun to sell rail, rail

stations, ports, air ports,
nationalised banks, gen-
eral insurance
companies.

Addressing the con-
ference national council
secretary Pallab
Sengupta said that the
communal and fascist
forces are gaining
strength day by day. On
the other hand, the num-
ber of exploited people
is increasing. The culture
of our country is on at-
tack. The left alone can
protect the
multiculturalism of our
country along with other
secular democratic
forces.

Forty-five delegates
participated in the dis-

cussion on the
secretary’s reports. Lead-
ers of the mass
organisations also par-
ticipated in the
discussion. The state
council secretary gave
his reply on the discus-
sion and the reports
along with audited re-
ports placed by Asok
Ray one of the secretar-
ies were accepted. In the
absence of the chairman
of the State Control Com-
mission Subodh Datta
placed the report of the
State Control Commis-
sion. The report was
accepted.

As many as six resolu-
tions including those on
education and environ-

ment were placed and
accepted. The Credential
Committee’s report was
placed by Subir
Mukherjee and was ac-
cepted. According to the
report the youngest del-
egate was Aftab Hossain
and the eldest was
Bhanudeb Dutta.

Swapan Banerjee was
re-elected state secretary
unanimously.  A 81-
member state council
and a nine-member State
Control Commission
were elected unani-
mously.  A team of
delegates to the party
congress to be held at
Vijaywada, Andhra
Pradesh from October 14
to 18 was elected.
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