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PURI: The 23rd Odisha state conference of Com-
munist Party of India was held at Puri from September
9 to 11, 2022. On the first day of the conference a
colorful procession of thousands of party members
and supporters started in the morning from the Puri
Railway Station and moved through the main roads
of the historic city of Puri, raising slogans to safe-
guard the secular democratic Constituion of our
country among others.

3rd Odisha State Conference of CPI

CALL TO BUILD SECULAR DEMOCRATIC ALTERNATIVE

The procession
reached Town Hall,
venue of conference
which was named Com-
rade Dutikrushna Panda
Nagar. Veteran commu-
nist and kisan leader
Somnath Patra unfurled
the Party Flag and ex-
horted the comrades to
uphold the spirit of
struggle for the
upliftment of the down-
trodden and change in
the class divided society.

Party national execu-
tive member Dibakar
Nayak presided over the
open session. Party na-
tional council secretary
Pallab Sengupta, in his
address, said that after
coming to power the
Modi governmnet has
been serving only the
interests of its corporate

masters instead of those
of people. During Co-
rona pandemic, 15 crore
people lost their liveli-
hood. While 40 per cent
of industrial production
declined, the profits of
the capitalists and corpo-
rate houses increased by
35 per cent.

Pallab Sengupta fur-
ther said that the BJP
governmnet at the Cen-
tre provided debt relief
to the big capitalists and
business to the tune of Rs
12 lakh crore. During its
last eight years of mis-
rule, the Modi
government failed in all
fronts and destroyed all
d e m o c r a t i c ,
constituional institu-
tions for establishing its
Hindutva state. There-
fore, it is urgently needed

that all the left and demo-
cratic secular forces forge
unity for dislodging this
anti-people government
from power in the com-
ing general elections.

CPI state secretary
Ashis Kanungo and na-
tional executive member
Ramakrushna Panda in
their speeches said that
the BJD governmnet after
ruling over the state con-
secutively for fifth time

is indulging in
highhandedness. False
industrialisation, crisis
in agriculture, massive
privatisation of educa-
tion and health services
and red carpet invitaion
to capitalists to loot the
natural resources of the
state is the scenario of the
present day Navin
Patnaik ruled Odisha.
All out support to all
anti-people Bills of the
BJP governmnet in Par-
liament and liberal
attitude of the BJD is help-

ing the BJP and Sangh
Parivar to increase its
strength in Odisha. It
looks as if a new edition
of double engine rule of
BJP is ruling the state,
they said.

Odisha has become
number one in growing
crimes against women
and decreasing social
security of the
marginalized and poor
sections of the people of
Odisha, they observed.
State assistant secretary
Khirod Singh Deo gave
the programatic informa-
tions about the state
conference. Reception
committee secretary
Brajabandhu Pradhan
delivered the welcome
address and Dr Prasant
Mishra extended vote of
thanks. Abhaya Sahoo,
Prasant Pattojoshy,
Maheswar Raut, Ashok
Dash and other leaders of
the state party were
present on the occasion.

Inaugural Address
With thundering slo-

gans for united
Communist movement,
and struggle to save the
country from the

Ramesh Padhy
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CPI general secretary D. Raja inaugurating the delegate session

A view of the rally
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EditorialEditorialEditorialEditorialEditorial
Covid was a reality all over the world

in the years of 2020-2021. The epidemic
was not alone, it was followed by dev-
astation. The victim countries were
dragged down from the development
level they had been. India was no excep-
tion. But for other countries, their agenda
never allowed any compromise with
progress and hence, they arrived soon
where they were. India was one country
that remained unconcerned about the key
indicators.  Result was reflected in no
uncertain terms in the ranking for the
United Nations’ development index or
HDI.  As was expected, India’s ranking
was quite below the mark.  Decline had
been there for last two years (2020 and
2021), lagging behind what all had been
achieved before. Earlier, the country had
been always at par with the world aver-
age. Today India has been ranked at 132
(2021), slipping from 130 in 2020, accord-
ing to the Human Development Report
2021-22 released on September 8, 2022.
The report, released by the United Na-
tions Development Program (UNDP),
says India’s HDI value stood at 0.633
during 2021, which was lower than the
world average of 0.732. In 2020, too, In-
dia recorded a decline in its HDI value
(0.642) in comparison to the pre-Covid
level of 2019 (0.645).

The lag is the crude reality today with
people dying at much younger age. The
factors that lead to this gloom are all
thrown into one basket making Covid
responsible for all the suffering. Till 2019,
the average age in the country was 67.2
years but now, to be alive even after the
average of 67.2 years is a boon.  In edu-
cation too we lag behind, registering
poor schooling and the resultant dam-
age for the young ones. In the 11.9 years
of schooling in the country, today in re-

Simmering Distress
among Informal Labour

ality, it is available for hardly 6.7 years.
At the root of the tragedy is the unprec-

edented shrinking of income. The Gross
National Income per capita level has
slipped down to 6,590 dollar, labeling In-
dia as a lower middle-income country.  Jobs
are like catching moon in your palm, that
you would never wish to let go, at any cost,
even life. Long hours of slogging, in ex-
tremely unhealthy conditions, and then at
the end, promises drown in falsehood and
you get underpaid. Still you continue put-
ting at stake your conscience, your rights,
and continue toiling at your peril.

It is here that country’s progress gets
locked. Any kind of welfare steps are de-
nied to those who produce the wealth, on
which the life of a nation is kept flowing.
It is in other words, demographic dividend.
The report has come out pointing at the
pitfalls in the handling of the employment
scenario and the resultant suffering of our
working class. It is the failure of the system
that forces people from the lower depths
to shoulder the responsibility of develop-
ment and progress, and yet they are
themselves kept with bottom level
affordability. According to the report, a re-
duction has been registered in their Human
Development Index value in 2020-2021,
reversing much of the progress. It is the
Sustainable Development Goals that are
facing the brunt.

In the grim scenario, it is the MSME that
has kept offering respite to the common
masses. Compared to other sectors, avail-
ability of employment is greater here,
whatever be the wages and the timings. But
the skeletons started rolling out when
emergency credit line guarantee scheme
was introduced. The credit to MSMEs was

for a maximum of 20 per cent of their out-
standing debt. As per data, when the
loans have been disbursed under this
scheme to one crore accounts, 16.4 per
cent of these accounts have turned non-
performing due to financial stress the
borrowers were going through. It was
clear that Covid was not the only factor
to keep economy suffering. It continued
even after Covid days were over.

The data from the National Credit
Guarantee Trustee Company reveals that
16.22 lakh loans have turned bad. In
value terms, this works out to Rs 11,893
crore. This implies that it was the rela-
tively smaller firms that have been under
stress and have not been able to meet their
obligations. The fact that in the first
tranche itself of the scheme, most of the
loans turned bad was a signal that it was
only a tip of an iceberg, more tragedies
were yet to roll out. MSMEs, both formal
and informal, give jobs to the major sec-
tion of labour force, and it is mostly this
section that is victim of continuing finan-
cial stress.

While these numbers do reflect the ex-
tent of financial stress among the MSMEs,
it is also relevant to point out that these
are formal MSMEs. Formal sources are
applicable only for them.  Informal
MSMEs are much larger in numbers and
financial crisis is greater for them, since
they are denied any access to formal
sources.  With no access to credit and
formal funding, their plight is much
worse. Labour force getting visibly af-
fected, their continuing financial stress
points to the simmering distress in the
labour market.

India’s retail inflation
touched seven per cent in
August, up from 6.71 pe
cent in July, fuelled by a
7.62 per cent pick-up
in food prices paid by
consumers, even
as industrial production
growth in July had
dropped to the lowest
level since April at just 2.4
per cent, with output lev-
els dropping 2.75 per
cent month-on-month.  

This is the eighth suc-
cessive month that retail

Costlier Food Prices Push Up Retail Inflation
inflation has stayed
above the central bank’s
upper tolerance thresh-
old of six per cent
inflation for the
economy, and consti-
tutes a setback to
households’ spending
power among the poorer
sections of the popula-
tion. 

The combination of
buoyant inflation and a
tripping industrial re-
covery would make the
central bank’s task

trickier at the upcoming
monetary policy review
at the end of this month,
where economists expect
a fresh interest rate hike
ranging from 35 to 50
basis points. One basis
point equals 0.01 per
cent.

Rural inflation which
was at 6.8 per cent in July,
saw a sharper rise than
urban inflation in Au-
gust, rising to 7.15 per
cent. Urban consumers’
inflation rate moved up

from 6.49 per cent in July
to 6.72 per cent. 

Consumer non-
durables’ production
dropped two per cent in
July from a 2.96 per cent
uptick in June. Capital
goods production re-
corded the highest
growth among use-
based categories at 5.8
per cent, but contracted
sequentially in July by
6.7 per cent from June
levels. 

The low industrial

growth is likely a func-
tion of the base effect, as
the Index of Industrial
Production (IIP)
had grown 11.5 per cent
in July 2021. The elevated
inflation also means
household budgets
would be affected, par-
ticularly lower income
segments as food and
related items make up a
higher share of their con-
sumption basket, said an
expert. 
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Havoc and misery caused
by recent floods in
Bengaluru, Pakistan and
Assam are not only natural
disasters but also due to cli-
mate change. Over
exploitation of urban land
and water resources by
greedy private real estate de-
velopers is perhaps the chief
cause of floods. Media relent-
lessly focused on flooded
upscale villas, their swanky
automobiles of super rich in
flooded of Bengaluru, and
totally ignored the suffering
of millions of poor and
middle-class slum dwellers.

For the floods, politi-
cians, media and civic
administration simply
blamed unprecedented
huge volume of down-
pour in a very short
interval, they failed to
address key issues of cli-
mate change and
unplanned urban plan-
ning. Major cause for
flooding is overflowing
of Bellandur, Varthur,
Saul Kere and
Kaikondrahalli lakes in
Bengaluru due to en-
croachment and cutting
interconnectivity of wa-
ter bodies.

In 1800, Bengaluru of
740 sq km region had
1,452 water bodies with
the water storage capac-
ity of 35 TMC (thousand
million cubic feet), which
helped in optimally har-
vesting rainwater and
also mitigated flooding.
But today the water bod-
ies got reduced to 193
lakes. Most of the area is
encroached. Inter-connec-
tivity due to blocking of
storm water drains from
lakes and their beds was
encroached.

The unplanned urban
development is the result
of unholy alliance among
corrupt politicians (both
ruling and in opposi-
tion), civic
administration and real
estate land mafia. The
corrupt alliance paid
deft ear to environmen-
talists and flouted
long-term plans for short-
term gains and leading
lakes turned to layouts
for real estate housing.
The authorities even ar-
rested protesting young

Floods in Bengaluru, Pakistan
Indicate Climate Change

climate activists like Ms
Ravi. This occurs in al-
most all major metro
cities in our country. In
fact, for long similar di-
sasters have been
predicted by environ-
mentalists and urban
planners. They have
highlighted and cam-
paigned against
encroachment of catch-
ment areas of rivers,
canals and lakes, in par-
ticular, the destruction of
natural lakes around
Bengaluru city, construc-

tions in lake beds and
misplaced urban devel-
opment plans catering to
the demands of private
developers. Added to
this inadequate drainage
system to match popula-
tion size, has a direct
impact on ability to cope
with excessive rainfall.

Floods in Assam
The recent floods in

Assam have claimed 174
lives apart from damag-
ing crops in 2.35Lakh
hectares and leaving 90
lakh people homeless.
Floods in two river ba-
sins of Brahmaputra and
Barak have occurred due
to faulty flood control
measures, population
pressure, shrinkage of
water-bodies, unregu-
lated construction and
skewed development

strategies. Drainage con-
gestion and choking of
local water bodies,
which had earlier served
as an outlet for flood
waters, are largely re-
sponsible for urban
flooding. Changing land
use practices, rapid ur-
banization and
expansion of human
habitat all around at the
cost of natural water-
ways, have intensified
the flood situation.
Floods in Pakistan

Moving on from

Bengaluru, a much big-
ger crisis occurred in
Pakistan recently. The
scale of the devastation
is hard to imagine. The
visuals on TV screens are
frightening. Millions of
people wading through
flood waters carrying
whatever belongings,
animals they could take
along to safer places.
Shortage of milk for chil-
dren, vegetables and
essentials is indescrib-
able. One third of
Pakistan is under water.
Though both the
neighbours are co-sib-
lings and share similar
weather and history,
sadly the people’s mis-
ery is largely ignored in
our country.

Intense heatwave and
a long monsoon that has

dumped a record amount
of rain led to rivers break-
ing their banks, flash
flooding and glacial
lakes bursting. Pakistan
is experiencing its worst
floods of this century
eventually displacing 33
million people and that
killed more than 1,200.

Melting Glaciers
Scientists say several

factors have contributed

to the flood havoc. Due
to severe heatwaves dur-
ing July and August
warmer air held more
moisture and resulted in
unprecedented heavy
rains. Pakistan has re-
ceived almost three times
its average annual rain-
fall for the monsoon
period. The southern
provinces of Sindh and
Baluchistan have re-
ceived more than five
times that average. Paki-
stan get more glacial ice
than anywhere outside
dipolar regions. Due to
rapid global warming,
glaciers of Pakistan’s
Gilgit-Baltistan and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
regions melted rapidly,
creating more than 3,000
lakes.

The intense heat also

melted glaciers in the
northern mountainous
regions, increasing the
amount of water flowing
into tributaries that even-
tually make their way
into the Indus river. The
Indus is Pakistan’s larg-
est river, and runs the
length of the country
from north to south, feed-
ing towns, cities and
large swathes of agricul-
tural land along the way.
Several glacial lakes
have burst through the
dams of ice that normally
restrain them, releasing
a dangerous rush of wa-
ter down in to valleys.

A glimpse of
Pakistan’s geography
located amidst the Hima-
layan glaciers.

Climate change
Pakistan is bearing the

brunt of the climate cri-
sis despite small carbon
footprint. It doesn’t really
produce carbon dioxide
and other harmful gases
and is not contributing to
the greenhouse effect.
Though developed west-
ern nations generate
nearly two thirds of toxic
green- house gases, but
developing nations are
facing the brunt of cli-
mate change. Scientists
warn that extreme rain-
fall events in this area
have become more in-
tense and as the planet
warms up, we expect
that trend to continue.
Sustainable relation in
human society needs
land and water resources
democratically acces-
sible to community away
from profiteering by a
few individuals. This
helps to restore equilib-
rium in ecology.

Having experienced
recently unusually high
temperatures in Europe
and North America, it’s
high time developed
nations must make the
transitions and follow
through on the pledges
they have made at COP,
from Paris to now.

Dr Soma Marla
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What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .

“The central and state
governments are sup-
pressing rights of tribal
people. They have to
wage militant battles for
the restoration of their
rights. Though we have
achieved freedom 75
years back still people
are not receiving proper
food, shelter and even
clothes in tribal areas,”
stated Chada Venkata
Reddy, national execu-
tive member,
Communist Party of In-
dia, at Demudu Hall in
Himayatnagar on Sep-
tember 8, 2022. He was
speaking as chief guest to
second state conference
of Telangana Girijana
Samakhya. Earlier huge
procession was taken out

Second State Conference of Telangana Girijana Samakhya

Implement Forest Rights Act for Tribals, Says CPI
under the leadership of
Ramavat Anjaiah Nayak.
Women took part in their
traditional attire. Confer-
ence was presided over
by state leaders Juwari
Ramesh, Bhookya
Srinivas,  Swaroopa and
Kutumba Rao. Prior to
delegates session, Senior
leader of Girijana
Samakhya, Shankar
Nayak hoisted
Samakhya flag.

Chada Venkata
Reddy, in his address,
stated that under British
Raj, rights, traditions,
autonomy of tribal
people and adivasis
were under attack.  Be-
cause of the policies of
central and state govern-
ments, tribal and adivasi

students are not able to
reach either higher edu-
cation, nutritious food
and good health facili-
ties. Hence he demanded
10 percent reservations
in educational institu-
tions and employment
among other things. Un-
der the NDA regime at
the centre, attacks on
Dalits , minorities, tribal
people and adivasis are
increasing. RSS is trying
to follow Manuvaad and
attacking tribal people.
Forest rights Act is not
being implemented. 
Though tribal people are
harvesting in podu lands
since generations, they

never had Pattas in their
names.  Revenue offi-
cials, along with police,
indulge in openly taking
away or destroy the
standing crops and seiz-
ing their lands. Tribal
people and adivasis are
being barbarically at-
tacked by forest officers,
local police and revenue
officials etc. They are liv-
ing far away from
civilised society. If state
and central governments
continue to be oblivious
to their basic issues, there
would be no other alter-
native except to launch
militant battles. Finally
he assured that CPI
would stand by adivasis
and tribal people while

fighting for Forest Rights
Act to be implemented.
They have to receive au-
thority letters for their
podu lands also.

Conference was ad-
dressed by CPI leaders
like N Balamallesh, state
secretariat member,
Palla Narsimha Reddy,
state executive member,
K Yesuratnam, state
president DHPS,  Ustela
Srujana, state president,
N F I W ,
Pandurangachary,  state
artisans union general
secretary, leaders of
Girijans Samakhya,
Vijaya bai, Ramchander
Nayak, Shiva and
Devilal and other del-
egates.

Pinching the wallet
Data released by the National Statistical Office on September

12, 2022 showed that retail inflation has reversed its downward
trend, edging marginally upwards in August. Inflation rose
to seven per cent, up from 6.71 per cent the month before, driven
in part by higher food inflation. So far in the second quarter
(July-August), inflation, as measured by the consumer price
index, has averaged 6.9 per cent. This is marginally lower than
the RBI’s most recent forecast which had pegged inflation at
7.1 per cent for the entire quarter. However, inflation has now
been above the upper threshold of the RBI’s inflation target-
ing framework for eight consecutive months. This latest data,
which comes just a few weeks before the next meeting of
the monetary policy committee that is scheduled to be held
at the end of this month, only underlines the price pressures
in the economy.

The disaggregated data shows that the consumer food price
index rose to 7.62 per cent in August, up from 6.69 per cent in
July, with sharp increases seen in cereals, milk, fruits and veg-
etables. As per analysts, while wheat prices are elevated due
to the heat wave which impacted output, the shortfall in rain-
fall across the Gangetic plain is expected to adversely impact
rice prices. This would suggest that cereal inflation is likely
to remain elevated in the near term. On its part, the govern-
ment has been taking measures aimed to ease the price pressures.
In May, it had announced a ban on exports of wheat, and has
now imposed restrictions on rice shipments as well. Along-
side these price pressures, it is equally worrying that core
inflation which excludes the volatile food and fuel components
continues to remain elevated. In fact, across several catego-
ries such as clothing and footwear, household goods and
services, recreation and amusement, personal care and effects,
prices remain elevated.

In the last monetary policy meeting, the RBI had projected
inflation to trend lower in the second half of the ongoing fi-

nancial year, dipping further thereafter to around five per cent
in the first quarter (April-June) of the next financial year. However,
the minutes of the last MPC meeting suggested that most mem-
bers of the committee were in favour of further interest rate hikes
to tackle inflation. The MPC should stay the course, continue
to focus on bringing inflation in line with its target.

Courtesy: The Indian Express

Get the job done
Rajasthan recently launched its Urban Employment Scheme

to provide 100 days of employment, as the national rural jobs
scheme does. That an urban jobs programme is needed, espe-
cially after the pandemic’s massive impact on informal sectors,
has been argued by many, including the PM’s Economic Ad-
visory Council. And another level of urgency comes from NCRB
data that 26 per cent or 42,004 of 1.6 lakh suicide cases in 2021
were by daily wagers. Inflation, particularly in food and fuel,
added to the problems created by a terrible couple of years for
low-skilled workers. CMIE data shows that urban unemploy-
ment went from 7.32 per cent in June to 9.57 per cent in August
– substantially higher than rural unemployment for August at
7.68 per cent.

Therefore, and to reiterate PMEAC, this is the right time to
seriously consider a national urban employment guarantee
scheme. Rajasthan’s scheme – which provides unskilled labour
Rs 259 per day and skilled workers Rs 283 per day – will cost
around Rs 800 crore annually compared to the 2021-22 state
budget of Rs 2.5 lakh crore. At the national level, estimates by
researchers at Azim Premji University for providing 100 days
of work for 20 million workers at Rs 300 per day project a cost
of just Rs 1 lakh crore to GoI.

An urban jobs guarantee scheme can be a critical, even if
temporary, intervention in the job crisis at the lower end of the
labour market. That urban infrastructure upgrade as well as
greenfield projects are a big spending category means there
won’t be any shortage of productive work for the job guaran-
tee scheme. GoI should soon come up with its version.

Courtesy: The Times of India

Ram Narasimha Rao
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National Federation of Indian Women (NFIW) has
always stood up against fascism, colonialism, neo-
liberalism, patriarchy and oppression. As the
constitutional values and institutions of adminis-
tration have become compromised, it is women who
have to bear the brunt of any and every miscarriage
of justice. In the last eight years, women have been
witnessing the violent tearing down of the country’s
social fabric, economic mismanagement leading to
exploitation of labour, growing poverty and sub-
sequent malnutrition of children and their own.

Protesting Injustice
NFIW Approaches President in Bilkis Bano Case

Dr Rushda Siddhiqui

At a time when vigi-
lante groups, parallel
kangaroo courts and
moral police are grow-
ing to overshadow
official institutions,
women are finding their
status in society and
economy to be more vul-
nerable than ever. The
misogynistic biases of
the police, media, judi-
ciary and other
institutions have been
visible. What was veiled,
was the extent to which
the patriarchy preaching
Islamophobic ‘cultural
group’, the RSS, would
go to gain and retain
power.

On August 15, 2022,
when the prime minister
was giving a speech
about empowering
women and safeguard-
ing their rights, the
world watched with hor-
ror as the state of Gujarat
released 11 criminals,
who were convicted of
rape, murder and geno-
cidal violence. This is the
same state where the vio-
lence under the
supervision of Narendra
Modi, the then chief min-
ister, 20 years ago,
shocked the world with
its viciousness and hei-
nousness. The level of
corruption and the bru-
tality of repression of
truth are resurfacing
with even more ferocity
than could be imagined.
The release of convicts
show that the pogrom
was not a spontaneous
outburst of violence by a
faceless mob, but a care-
fully engineered carnage
to destroy a community

for political gains.
The release of the con-

victs whose crimes were
found to be so heinous
that the courts had sen-

tenced them rigorous im-
prisonment till death,
was scary to women in
general. The reaction of
opposition by women is
an indicator of how half
the population viewed
the miscarriage of justice.
As a movement, NFIW
has fought with all its
strength to ensure equal-
ity and justice to the
weakest sections of soci-
ety, and work towards
safeguarding the human
rights of women and chil-
dren. It would not be
wrong to say that the his-
tory of today’s India is
also a history of women
of the country fighting for
human rights, justice and
laws that ensure equality
before the law for every
citizen.

So, it was not surpris-

ing that the members of
NFIW not only partici-
pated in protests across
the country, but took it
on themselves to seek
justice from the highest
office of the country, the
President of India. It was
the leadership at differ-
ent levels that taught us
more about the gravity of
the miscarriage of justice
than all editorials or other
intellectual forums

could. For the members
of the executive commit-
tee, NFIW’s response to
the injustice was as much
a learning exercise as a
coordinating one. It is
these responses that are
to be highlighted here.
The subaltern interpreta-
tion of travesty of justice,
the ideation of course of
action were the reason
that NFIW was able to
conduct a series of ex-
tremely successful
campaigns across the
country.

At regional and local
level meetings, women
from different walks of
life were quick to point
out the hidden political
strategy in the granting
of remission to men who
committed heinous
crimes against humanity.
The timing, they pointed

out, was in alignment
with the forthcoming
elections in Gujarat.
Since the pogrom, every
election in Gujarat has
witnessed an
Islamophobic campaign
let loose by the affiliates
of the Sangh. Be they cam-
paign videos, rhetoric in
political speeches,
policy measures or the
tampering of the judicial
and investigative agen-
cies, the level of
compromise of institu-
tions in the state of

Gujarat has been
marked.

Interestingly, their
point was not about how
the Sri Krishna Commis-
sion gave a clean chit to
the CM for the 2002 po-
grom, but about what has
been happening in
Gujarat since Narendra
Modi became prime min-
ister. Not just the bail and
release of master minds
Maya Kodnani and Babu
Bajrangi, the systematic
manner in which the nar-
ratives were built
around the frequent bails
of the 11 accused in
Gujarat and the use of
RSS affiliate groups to
intimidate and threaten
witnesses and those who
filed cases have been
rampant.

In this context the case

filed by Zakia Jafri was
highlighted. The recent
closing of her case by the
Supreme Court and ac-
cusing Zakia Jafri and
human rights defender
Teesta Setalvad of at-
tempting to malign the
state was an indicator
that the political winds
would turn hostile on the
rest of the cases as well.
The arrest of Teesta,
highlighted the extent to
which the government
would go to roll back the
narrative of collusion
during the violence.

The next point that
was highlighted was the
procedure whereby the
convicts were released
and granted remission.
Jailed in Gujarat, they
were able to get multiple
bail in the 17 years that
Bilkis and her lawyers
fought the case. This al-
lowed them to
intimidate the family
and witnesses, forcing
Bilkis to change her resi-
dence 20 times in 17
years. She has been im-
poverished, traumatized
and insecure. Since the
conviction was done in
the state of Maharashtra
due to the distrust of the
plaintiffs in the state of
Gujarat, it was
unsurprising that the lat-
ter took a unilateral
decision to take the re-
mission plea as being
something to be dis-
cussed and granted
within its domain.

It was notable that the
Court had only sug-
gested that the state
government look into the
matter. That was appro-
priated as a green signal
allowing an extremely
political body to be con-
stituted to consider the
remission with only one
political party being rep-
resented. Remission
laws were flouted and
redundant laws were
invoked to grant the re-

On Page 12
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tantacles of fascist BJP
rule,  CPI general secre-
tary D Raja inaugurated
the conference in the af-
ternoon. He said in his
inaugural speech that the
BJP after capturing
power for the second
time in 2019, RSS- con-
trolled Modi
government has become
more reactionary and ag-
gressively implemented
the Hindutva agenda. Its
onslaughts on democ-
racy, secular fabric and
constitutional institu-
tions increased more and
more. Religious
polarisation, terrorising
the minorities and tribal
communities and situa-
tion of hate and
discrimination among
people have doubled.

Taking the opportuni-
ties of Covid Pandemic,
violating the federal pro-
visions of our
Constituion and without
consulting the state
governmnets, the Modi
government enacted in
Parliament three black
Agrarian Laws, four
Labour Codes and Na-
tional Education Policy
D Raja ponted out. In the
name of cultural nation-
alism ‘One Country, One
language, One Religion,
One Party and One
Leader’ slogan is being
raised to destroy the
secular fabric of the
country which was built
on the principles of unity
in diversity. Therefore
today it has become
more essential to defeat
BJP, which is against
India’s democratic,
constituional, secular
values and unity among
different communities
and federal system.  The
general secretary called
upon party comrades to
take initiatives for forg-
ing an alternative
democratic, left and secu-
lar front against  the BJP’s
misrule to ensure its de-
feat. He also said that the

Draft Political Resolu-
tion for 24th Party
Congress of CPI is re-
leased and is in the public
domain now. Those who
want to move any
amendment and correc-
tion and deletion of any
thing of the draft may
write to our central party
office before October 10,
2022 which the Party
Congress will consider
and respond positively.

CPI state secretary
Ashis Kanungo spoke on
the introductary infor-
mations regarding the
state conference and

stressed the need for
strengthening Left unity
for forging secular demo-
cratic alternative. CPI(M)
state secretary Ali Kishor
Pattanaik and CPI(ML)
Liberation state secre-
tary Judhisthir
Mohapatra while greet-
ing the conference called
for united struggle
against the anti-people
policies of the central and
state governments.

The stage of the 23rd

state conference was
named as Com.
Souribandhu Kar
Mandap and the dining
hall was named after Prof
Durga Prasad Nayak and
freedom fighter Com-
rade Basudev Dora with
colorful gates. The inau-
guration of the delegate
session was followed
after electing a pre-
sidium consisting Ashok
Das, Prakash Patra,

Jinmayi Sahani,
Debendra Sahoo and
Sanghamitra Jena. The
state secretariate was
declared as the steering
committee. A credential
committee with Ramani
Ranjan Routray
(convenor) and Bijay
Jena, Satish Mishra,
Ramesh Jena and Manoj
Gouda as members, a
resolution committee
with Ramesh Padhy
(convenor), Jayant Das
and Kishore Jena as
members and proceed-
ings committee with
Bijaya Kumar Padhiary

(convenor) and
Damodar Behera, Babaji
Dhal and Jagabandhu
Mishra as members were
also set up.

Earlier the reception
committee chairman
Pradeepta Moahnty
while welcoming the
delegates and guests of
the conference spoke
about the contribution of
communists in this his-
toric Puri district in the
freedom struggle, social
reform movement and
Kisan movement that
inspires the society as a
whole. Dr Prasant Mishra
moved the condolence
resolution for the com-
rades and important
national and interna-
tional personalities who
lost their lives in this
period of four years after
the last state conference
and the delegates stood
in silence paying their

tributes.
The draft political re-

port of the state
conference was pre-
sented by Ramakrushna
Panda explaining the in-
ternational, national and
state political situation
more vividly and elo-
quently and underlining
the tasks and responsi-
bilities before the
communists today. Fol-
lowing the delegate
session, comrades from
Jagatsinghpur,  Koraput
and cadres from AISF
presented cultural pre-
sentations in the night.

In the morning of the
second  day of the confer-

ence, Ashis Kanungo
presented the draft
organisation report of
the state party, which
explained the
programmes imple-
mented and activities
taken up in the last four
years. It also highlighted
the important events and
struggles that the party
undertook in this period.
Comrades from different
districts and mass
organisations partici-
pated in the discussion
on both the draft reports
there after.

Resolutions for wag-
ing struggles in the
coming days demanding
employment to unem-
ployed youth in a
planned manner, creat-
ing emloyment
opportunities in both the
agrarian and Industrial
sectors, education facili-
ties for all and better

health services were
passed. Other resolu-
tions demanding
opening of all closed in-
dustries including the
SEVA Paper Mill of
Jeypore, Koraput, justice
to chit fund cheating vic-
tims, on agriculture, land
acquisition, displace-
ment, environment and
polution, mines, perma-
nent solution for flood hit
areas,  against increasing
violence and atrocities
against women, on the
state of education in
Odisha and the necessity
of rejecting the central
governmnet’s New Edu-
cation Policy, etc, were
moved by delegates and
passed after discussions.

Cuban Envoy
Greets Conference

In the evening of Sep-
tember 10, 2022 Cuban
Ambassador to India
Aljandro Simancas
Marin greeted the state
conference and its del-
egates wishing them all
success. Aljandro was
received at the gate of the
conference hall by hun-
dreds of party delegates
with garlands, flower
bouquets and raising slo-
gans of Long Live
Cuba-India Friendship
and Viva Cuban Revolu-
tion, etc. CPI national
council secretary and
head of its international
departmnet Pallab
Sengupta welcomed the
ambassador to the con-
ference and assured him
of long standing party to
party relations as well as
solidarity with their
struggle to protect the
Cuban revolution from
the attacks of the US Im-
perialism. Alajendro in
his reply said he was
overwhelmed by the re-
ception and welcome
given by the CPI del-
egates. People of India
always have shown their
respect, friendship and
solidarity with the Cu-
ban people and the
Cuban Revolution which
they can not forget.

Call to Build Secular...
From Front Page

On Page 14

National council secretary Pallab Sengupta addressing opening session
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STUDY &
STRUGGLE

C. Adhikesavan

The Karnataka unit of
All India Save Education
Committee has opposed
replacement of three-year
degree courses with four-
year degree courses as
proposed in the National
Education Policy – 2020
(NEP-2020) stating that
the move would speed up
commercialisation of edu-
cation and encourage the
sale of degree certificates,
like other commodities.

With implementation of
NEP-2020, the Union gov-
ernment is going to
convert the education sec-
tor into fertile soil for
reaping rich profits for glo-
bal capitalists. The policy
would turn higher educa-
tion into a commodity and
the students into custom-
ers... In the proposed
four-year degree courses,
the Kannada language
would be taught only in
two semesters. Instead of
increasing the local lan-
guage teaching to
inculcate social concern,
sensitivity and noble val-
ues, the purpose of
language teaching would
be reduced to only commu-
nication.

Terming the proposal as
anti-poor and pro-corpo-
rate, experts called upon
students, parents and edu-
cationists to come forward
to oppose the government’s
move.

Education system
and its challenges

While claiming that
much has been achieved in
the field of education in
numerical terms since in-
dependence, the crisis is in
the content.

Teachers’ Day this year
should be the time to review
the state of education and
the role of teachers in In-
dia since Independence.
Teaching is said to be the
mother of all professions.
It is supposed to help build
the future of society by
preparing the young to
take over the reins in the
coming years.

Undoubtedly, com-
pared to 1947, literacy
rates and enrolment in

Four-Year Degree Course to Speed
up Commercialisation of Education

schools and colleges have
shot up. Building nuclear
plants, sending rockets to
Mars, production of vac-
cines, etc. can be listed as
the gains of the Indian
education system. India
becoming the fifth largest
economy and home to the
third largest number of bil-
lionaires in the world may
also be listed by the ruling
elite as gains of the educa-
tion system. But, 75 years
after Independence, has
the nation done what was
expected of it?

The role of higher edu-
cation is to take the young
to the cutting edge of
knowledge and help soci-
ety generate socially
relevant knowledge. It is in
this respect that India has
not done well with few
getting to the frontiers of
knowledge or generating
socially relevant knowl-
edge. Given the population
size, even a small per cent
is a large absolute number.
So, Indians are visible all
over the world in top po-
sitions. But that represents
only the tip of the iceberg.

The sharp failure was
recently visible in the way
the education system col-
lapsed during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Many children dropped
out of classes. The teach-
ing community should
have taken up the chal-
lenge and worked out
solutions. Instead, most
teachers could not cope
with online teaching and
examinations.

Institutions were un-
able to devise ways of
dealing with the crisis and
the government floun-
dered to frame
appropriate policies. All
this will have a long-term
impact on society’s dyna-
mism. Not that other
nations did not flounder
but the point is that
academia and teachers
failed.

Teachers are the most
educated and have the lei-
sure (theoretically) to
reflect more deeply on is-

sues and collectively pro-
vide guidance to society
about how to tackle them.
And, there is no dearth of
issues crying for resolution.
Whether it is the retrogres-
sion of democracy,
growing divide across
communities, a decline of
institutions of governance,
youth unemployment,
rapid price rise, the plight
of the vulnerable in society,
the crisis in the farm sec-
tor and so on.

The successes listed
above are not only numeri-
cal but point to the
narrowness of the base of
beneficiaries in India. Of
the 27 crore people who
have registered on the e-
Shram portal, 94%
mention that they earn less
than Rs 10,000 per month.
The desperation among
youngsters can be gauged
when a person having a
PhD, MTech and MCom
degree applies for a peon’s
job in Uttar Pradesh. No
doubt a government job is

preferable but one does not
do an MTech to become a
peon.

Clearly, a large number
of people don’t get a job
appropriate to their degree
or skill acquired. It is re-
ported that substance
abuse has grown among
youngsters and so has vio-
lence within
families. Suicides by daily
workers and self-em-
ployed have increased
while they are still high
among farmers. This re-
flects hopelessness.

While the number of
educational institutions
has increased, facilities by
and large are inadequate
due to a shortage of funds
and corruption. This is
mostly true of the private
institutions also because of
the managements’ desire
to maximise their profits.
No wonder, ASER reports
since 2005 show that 50%
of children in Class 5 in
rural schools cannot read
or write or do arithmetic
of Class 2 level. So, effec-
tively they have not
acquired the basic skills,
and drop out. Worse, they
can only get menial jobs
that pay little, and they will
remain poor during their
lifetime.

A degree has become a
passport to a scarce job. So,
the emphasis has shifted
from learning to getting
marks to get admissions
and jobs. Cheating is the
easiest way for this and it
has become rampant in
our public examinations.

Fake degrees are another
device to get this passport.
It has also spawned the
culture of coaching and
tuition, which is narrowly
focused on imparting the
skill to do well by beating
the system. Regular class-
room teaching is mostly
indifferent, so students are
forced to opt for tuition.
More importantly, this kills
students’ interest in learn-
ing.

There is also growing
commercialisation and
privatisation of education
on the ground of failure of
the public systems and that
is increasing the divide
between the well-off and
the poor. The
democratising influence of
education is on the wane.
Consequently, the insen-
sitivity towards the
marginalised sections or
the differently abled has
aggravated.

In order to attract stu-
dents, many private
institutions promote mal-
practices – question paper
leakage, fake degrees, etc.
It has fostered paying
courses in public institu-
tions and children
gravitating to applied
courses away from the
basic courses. The down-
grading of the basic
courses in educational in-
stitutions will pose
challenges for research in
the coming years.

With education becom-
ing a mass market and
weakening teacher-stu-
dent relationship, testing
in public examinations is
largely based on multiple
choice questions (MCQ).
CUET introduced for Cen-
tral University entrance is
a recent example. Not only
does MCQ not test the
child’s capacity to express
and logically formulate
answers, but it also lends
itself to cheating and
coaching.
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Telangana armed struggle against Nizam’s autoc-
racy was an important historical event as Nizam had
declared Hyderabad as an independent country in
connivance with British imperialism on September
11, 1947. The CPI had given a call asking  people to
take up arms against the Nizam of Hyderabad
Samsthan and for the merger of Hyderabad into the
Indian Union. Comrades Ravi Narayan Reddy,
Baddam Yella Reddy and Makhdoom Mohiuddin
signed the statement on behalf of the CPI, Andhra
Mahasabha and All Hyderabad Trade Union Con-
gress. The freedom struggle of India had many streams.

CPI Fought for Merging

TELANGANA
ARMED STRUGGLE

 Suravaram
Sudhakar Reddy

The main battle was
fought in British India,
which was directly ruled
by the British. There were
545 small and big
Samsthans, kingdoms
which were ruled by na-
tive kings under the
British umbrella. They
were free only to exploit
and  torture those people
who lived in their king-
doms, but had to pay
huge amounts to the Brit-
ish Crown for being
allowed to just be there.
In fact it was not a small
mercy. People would
have thrown them out but
for the British.

The Hyderabad state
was the biggest of the
Samsthans. Among the
districts, half of them
were Telugu speaking,
five were Marathi speak-
ing, three spoke
Kannada and were in
Kannada districts. It was
a prison of languages.
Only Urdu was the offi-
cial language and
medium of instruction.
The land was concen-
trated in the hands of big
Deshmukhs and land-
lords. Some of them used
to own one lakh to one-
and-a-half lakh acres of
land as well.

There was the “vetti”
system, that is, officially
all the people had to
work for the landlords
without wages. It was
almost half-slavery, with-
out any civil and human
rights and people hated
the system. But they were
helpless. The nationalist
movement, led by the

Indian National Con-
gress, did not try to
extend its struggle in the
native states, probably
with an expectation of
support from them
sometime or other. “Fight
against Foreign Colonial-
ism” was limited to fight
against the White skins.
In fact the native rulers
were supporting the Brit-
ish with all their might.
They were more loyal to
the British than the Brit-
ish servants and
soldiers.

But the light of the
freedom struggle did
reach the dark parts of
the Samsthans and
roused hopes among the
people. There were he-
roic armed struggles
against autocratic rule in
Travancore-Cochin ,
Jammu and Kashmir,
Manipur and other areas.

The 1942 ‘Quit India’
Movement, the Second
World War and its con-
sequences, the INA
battle, the revolt of the
RIN in Bombay brought

new hopes. But the In-
dian National Congress
and Mahatma Gandhi
were not willing to ex-
tend the struggle beyond
a point in the Samsthan
areas. Eventually, the
British were forced to
leave India. The British
Parliament passed an
Act in June 1947, declar-
ing Independence to

India and Pakistan, and
to 545 Samsthans and
kingdoms in India. It was
a dirty conspiracy to cre-
ate chaos in the
subcontinent. They ex-

pected internal quarrels,
wars, which could  ulti-
mately lead to the
presence of the British
Army in our country for
a longer time to maintain

law and order. The urge
for transformation to a
democratic system, and
for a united Indian state
was so strong among the
people that most of the
Samsthans agreed for
merger with the Indian
Union except
Hyderabad, Jammu and
Kashmir, Tripura and
Junagadh that declared

independence. The
Hyderabad Nizam or-
dered weapons from
Britain and transferred
huge amounts to the
Westminster Bank. The
money is still with the

British. The dispute be-
tween India and Pakistan
is not yet settled. The
Andhra Mahasabha was
the social organization

of the Telugu speaking
people and this was
dominated by Leftists in
the later years. Ravi
Narayan Reddy was its
President in the crucial
period of 1947. The
Nizams’ private army,

known as Razakers, un-
leashed terror on the
people in the name of
defending a Muslim
kingdom.

In fact large numbers
of Muslims were living
in utter poverty. An over-
whelming number of
landlords who sup-
ported the Nizam were
Hindus. Unfortunately a
section of the Muslim
population did believe
in the slogan of “Anal
Malik” (I am the King)
and extended support to
the Nizam. But there
were patriotic, demo-
cratic and progressive
minded Muslims who
extended support to the
anti-Nizam struggle. For
example Bandagi, a
Muslim peasant was
killed by Hindu land-
lords. He was fighting for
his land. Shoiabulla
Khan, the courageous
editor of Amroz, who op-
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Hyderabad in Indian Union

posed Nizam was killed
by Razakars. In the
Telangana area where
the Communists were
leading the struggle, it
never took a communal
color. It was a struggle
against outdated and
outlived feudalism. The
situation was ripe and the
CPIs clarion call for
armed struggle was re-
sponded excellently by
lakhs of people who par-
ticipated in it. As a
matter of fact the Party’s
organizational infra-
structure was weak in the
Telangana part but the
popularity of its leader-
ship, the correct strategy
and tactics of the Party

helped immensely. The
Andhra Party (it was a
part of the composite
Madras State) was
organisationally better
equipped.

The infrastructure of
the party organization
was quite good. The
leadership was ideologi-
cally and politically
mature. The Andhra
Party had given all help
to the struggle of
Telangana. Armed train-
ing camps were held.
Funds and weapons
were collected. Volun-
teers joined the struggle
in Telangana; many
Andhra comrades were
killed in Telangana.
Comrade C. Rajeswara
Rao was in Hyderabad
from 1946 itself and other
prominent leaders like
Comrades P.
S u n d a r a y y a ,
T a m m a r e d d y
Satyanarayana, S. V. K.
Prasad and many others
directly joined to guide
and participate in the
struggle.

Comrade CR created
the first nucleus of the
Party in Hyderabad.
Three thousand villages
came under the influence
of communists. About
ten lakh acres of land was
distributed among the
landless. Landlords
(Zamindar) ran away
from villages and took
shelter elsewhere. There
were two stages of the
struggle.

Stage one started from
September 11, 1947, the
day the armed struggle
started, to September 17,
1948, the day the Indian
Army marched on
Hyderabad. Stage two
was from that day till the
withdrawal of the armed
struggle in 1951. In the
first stage, there was
wonderful support and
sympathy of the people.
Landlords ran away from
villages. Their huge bun-

galows, which were
known as Devidis, were
burnt down as they were
the shelters and centers
of Razakars and the
Nizam Police. Lakhs of
people participated in
the struggle. K.M.
Munshi, a confidant of
Sardar Patel, was the
Agent General of the
Government of India in
the Hyderabad state.
There was a standstill
agreement between the
Nizam and the Govern-
ment of India.

Though the Govern-
ment of India wanted the
Nizam to join the Indian
Union, they did not want
to use force. But as the
Communists were be-
coming strong, there was
fear of a communist take-
over of Hyderabad. The
Congress leaders put
pressure on the Central
leadership for some ac-
tion. The Indian Army
marched on Hyderabad
state from four sides on
September 13, 1948, and
the Nizam surrendered
on September 17.

The Nizam’s army
could not withstand the
pressure of the strong
military force of the In-
dian Union. The
resistance was nominal.
The Nizam declared his
surrender and the merger
of the Hyderabad state
was announced. The CPI,
which was fighting the
main battle sacrificing a
large number of its com-
rades, was not consulted
by the government of
India. It was a great be-
trayal. No discussions
were held. The Nizam,
who was to be over-
thrown, was given a
respectable place and
later declared as Raj
Pramukh (equivalent to
the Governor) with two
crore rupees as annual
compensation. The In-
dian Army marched on
the villages hunting for

communists. Khasim
Razvi, the leader of
Razakars, who commit-
ted heinous crimes on the
people was allowed to
go to Pakistan after a
small punishment.
Razakars were freed but
more than three thousand
communists were killed
by the army. The CPI
decided to carry on the
struggle. The landlords
came back to the villages
and tried to take back the
distributed lands. Gen-
eral Chowdhary boasted
that he would finish com-
munists in two weeks.
There was confusion.
The middle class, busi-
ness people,
intellectuals were happy
that the Nizam’s rule
came to an end. The
merger with the Indian
Union was achieved.
They wanted the armed
struggle to be with-
drawn. The poor people
were confused. The Party
was forced to continue
the armed struggle.
Though there was be-
trayal by the Congress
and Union government
by compromising with
the Nizam and land-
lords, the changed
situation probably
needed a different strat-
egy. Some had become
neutral. Congress sup-
porters were openly
hostile. The landlords
came back along with the

army and mobilized all
such sections. The with-
drawal of the armed
struggle, its timing, and
the strategy became a
hot topic of discussion
inside the Party. Many
valuable comrades lost
their lives. Ultimately
the Party decided to
withdraw the armed
struggle and participate
in the general elections.
Party was banned, hence
communists contested in
the name of People’s
Democratic Front in lim-
ited seats and became
victorious with thump-
ing majority.

The Telangana armed
struggle and its lessons
are very much relevant
even today. The contro-
versy about the
withdrawal of the armed
struggle is still a debat-
ing point. Some sections
of Naxalites and Maoists
say that the withdrawal
was wrong and their
present armed struggle
is the continuation of
Telangana. Some com-
rades believe that the
withdrawal was late, and
should have been done
earlier. Proper lessons
can be drawn for the In-
dian revolution by
honest, in- depth discus-
sions on this subject.

Comrade Ravi
Narayan Reddy

Comrade
Makhdoom
Mohiuddin

Comrade Baddam
Yella Reddy

On Pagre 12
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Joshi-Adhikari Insti-
tute of Social Studies
(JAISS) in collaboration
with ActionAid India
and Aakar Books orga-
nized a book release
function and a discus-
sion on the book: ‘From
the realm of the necessity
to the realm of freedom’
written by Jaya Mehta
and Vineet Tiwari and
published by Aakar
Books. The event was
held at the Constitution
Club on August 22, 2022.

Jaya Mehta, who heads
the Academic and Re-
search Wing of JAISS, and
Vineet Tiwari, who is the
coordinator at JAISS, con-
ducted a detailed study
of the collective farming
programme of women
farmers in Kerala under
the aegis of the
Kudumbashree Mission.
The book is an outcome
of the findings of this
elaborate study.

T K Jose, the first ex-
ecutive director of
K u d u m b a s h r e e
programme, Kerala,
highlighted the journey
and genesis of the
K u d u m b a s h r e e
programme from pov-
erty alleviation to
women’s empower-
ment. He said that a
number of government
departments converged
and explored innovative
means to make the
programme a success.
The book aptly captures
the concept of coming to-
gether, how the faith and
belief in collectiveness
were nurtured by those
resourceless women
over a period of time. He
informed that through
these small collectives,
which are called JLGs
(Joint Liability Groups),
more than two lakh
women are now cultivat-
ing over 47,000 hectares
of land which was mostly
otherwise lying fallow.
The book can be useful in

Freedom is the Appreciation of Necessity
Vinod Koshti

emulating and imitating
such experiments in
other parts of the coun-
try.

Aruna Roy, the presi-
dent of the National
Federation of Indian
Women (NFIW) and the
founder of Mazdoor
Kisan Shakti Sangathan
(MKSS), called the book
an excellent reference
book, readable one, a set
of case studies with lots
of information and it will
be tremendously useful
for a variety of people
like government people
who like to implement
such programmes in
other states, rural social
activists who have been

working with women
who are labourers or
small landholders and
looking at the failure of
SHGs in most part of In-
dia. The narrative of
Kudumbashree demon-
strates how the
cooperative movement
which failed in the rest of
India was successful in
Kerala. It was possible
only because of the par-
ticipatory democracy
and governance
complimented with the
structural adjustments
from people’s perspec-
tives.

Kudumbashree is an
example of how the local
government transferred
the ‘illegality’ into a ‘vir-
tue’ and ‘viability’. It is
not only a story about an
alternative economic ac-
tivity but rather stories of
women with compas-
sion and kindness. In this
aspect, the book nicely
captures and narrates

such stories where
women standing at dif-
ferent intersections of
gender, class, hierarchy,
religion and caste come
together to form a collec-
tive and define their
deals. She also read out
two excerpts from the
book.

D Raja, the general
secretary of CPI and
former member of Rajya
Sabha, emphasised that
the book should be read
by all the political parties
so that they can bring
change in the respective

areas of their influence.
He appreciated the ef-
forts of JAISS and urged
them to carry out more re-
search work on critical
subjects and bring out
more authentic and sub-
stantial publications. He
mentioned that the CPI is
concerned about the
agrarian crisis and has
taken note of it in its po-
litical resolutions.

Tanveer Kazi, the as-
sociate director of
ActionAid India, said
that the strength of the
book is its simplicity and
the detailed coverage of
the whole process, which
displays that
marginalized people can
come together and that
cooperative movement is
possible. The manner in
which the book covers
the stories of the last per-
son shows its depth. In
this way, the book is full
of lessons for policy prac-
titioners. He said that the

book should be con-
verted into a module to
launch a nationwide
movement on coopera-
tives. It can begin by
identifying and mapping
the communities that are
willing to try alternative
programmes.

One of the co-authors,
Jaya Mehta said that the
canvas of the book is not
limited to finding indi-
vidual solutions and
women’s empowerment
in the crisis-ridden Indian
agrarian scene. The book
extends its agenda to find
an alternative to the capi-
talist world
characterized by a mo-
nopolistic and
exploitative market
frame leading to extreme
concentration of wealth
and power. Agriculture
is economically non-vi-
able for the majority of
farmers and the rural
population.

The book talks of co-
operation and the
strength of the collective
economic base of the
working people, espe-
cially the agricultural
workers and the small
farmers, who, she argues,
have the revolutionary
potential to change the
entire system. The input
and the output linkages
in the agrarian sector
which at present is cap-
tured by the corporates
and agri-business com-
panies should be
reserved for the coopera-
tives and labour
collectives – this can be
a way to move away from
the exploitative and op-
pressive system. She
remembered former CPI
general secretary A B
Bardhan for his insights
as well as the guidance
of S P Shukla, the hard
work of Dr S.  Radha, and
the timely support of
Sandeep Chachra. She
said that the book points
to the revolutionary po-

tential of women living
and working in depriva-
tion and poverty. It talks
of the active participation
of the deprived sections
in the political process.

Prof Ajay Patnaik, the
director of JAISS, while
chairing the programme
said that the cooperative
model can address the
marginalization in agri-
culture. The
amalgamation of the col-
lectives can wage larger
political battles against
the corporatization of
agriculture.

Vineet Tiwari, the co-
author of the book and the
coordinator of JAISS,
read a poem titled
‘Masses’ by Cesar Vallejo
from Peru with which the
book ends.

In the end, K K Saxena,
the founder of Aakar
Books presented vote of
thanks.

The programme was
attended by All India
Trade Union Congress
general secretary and
secretariate member of
Communist Party of In-
dia Amarjeet Kaur, CPI
secretary Pallab
Sengupta, Prof Nandini
Sundar, Dr Syeda
Hamid, Dr Subodh
Malakar, Sucharita, Biju,
Ranjini, Nadiya, Rajeev
Kumar, Dayamani Barla,
Shweta, Ramesh, Vivek
Sharma, Koninika Ray,
Sarika Shrivastava,
Pramod Bagdi, Joseph
Mathai, Ashok Rao,
Vimal Kumar, V N Rai,
Ashima Roychoudhury,
Prof Lata Singh and many
other academics, activ-
ists, political leaders,
researchers, and media
personnel. A good num-
ber of people also
watched the event online
on zoom as well as on
Facebook. The book is
available online on
Aakar books website and
Amazon.
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CPI MP Moves SC
Opposing Plea
over Preamble

CPI national council secretary Binoy Viswam
MP has moved the Supreme Court to oppose
BJP leader Subramanian Swamy’s petition
seeking deletion of “secular” and “socialist”
from Preamble to the Constitution.

The CPI leader, who has sought to be made
a party to the case filed by Swamy, submitted
that Swamy’s petition was an absolute abuse
of the process of law as principles of “secular-
ism” and “socialism” were inherent and basic
features of the Constitution. Terming Swamy’s
petition, which is likely to come up for hear-
ing later this month, as being “devoid of merit”,
the CPI MP said it deserved to be dismissed
with exemplary costs.

The expressions “secular” and “socialist”
were not there in the original Constitution and
were added to it by the 42nd Amendment to
the Constitution in 1976 during the Emergency
imposed by the Indira Gandhi government.

Binoy Viswam contended that the Consti-
tution makers intended to keep the Indian
polity secular and socialist.

KOLKATA:  CGO
complex was flooded
with People taking part
in the campaign on Sep-
tember 9, 2022, called by
the state Left Front
against one after another
recruitment scams,
Saradha, Narada fraud,
murder, anarchy, cattle
smuggling, coal smug-
gling in the state under
TMC government.

One after another
people’s march, red flags
in hands, and the mam-
moth gathering proved
that only the Red Flag is
the flag of movement.
CPI assembled at
Karunamayee, Salt Lake
and marched towards
the CGO complex. Also
people assembled at
CGO complex in groups

from Ultadanga, Lake
town, Rajarhat,
Newtowen. Leaders of
the Left Front said that
the RSS and Corporate
controlled communal
BJP government in the
centre is a kind of rogue
government and the
state under the autocratic
TMC government is an-
other kind. The intense
struggle against them
should be continued and
be spread out from towns
to villages.

Chairman of the Left
Front Biman Basu pre-
sided over the

CGO Complex Flooded
with Red Flags

gathering. He placed in
his speech some de-
mands that were the
following:

a. Those involved in
the appointment scams

and smuggling should
be arrested,

b. The money from
smuggling should be
recovered and distrib-
uted among the common
people,

c. The kingpin of all
corruptions should be
arrested immediately,

d. BJP should stop
communal polarization
across the country.

Swapan Banerjee,
state secretary, CPI, said
in support of the de-
mands that the TMC
government tried to dis-
rupt the rally in various

Subodh Datta

ways. Police stopped
those who came to set
the stage. Ignoring all
these obstructions
people gathered here in
numbers. TMC is an out-

rageously corrupt party.
Leaders and Ministers of

this party are in jail to-
day. The BJP government
in the centre is looting in
the same way. They are
privatizing everything.
They are selling off the
state assets at dirt cheap
to fill the treasures of
Adani- Ambanis.   We
warn these two govern-
ments that reality has
been revealed to people
who have woken up to
these scams and the Left
is with them.

Mohammad Salim,
state secretary, CPI(M)

said that if the police had
stopped us from making
the stage here then the
gathering would be at the
Bidhannagar  Police
Commissionerate.  Oth-
ers who addressed the
gathering were
Suryakanta Mishra,
CPI(M), Dolly Ray, AIFB,
Asok Ghosh, RSP, Mihir
Bayen, RCPI, Jayhind
Singh, MFB, Prabir
Ghosh, from Bolshevik
party.
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Distortion
of History

Though the BJP or its
predecessor Jan Sangh
were not born at the time
of the Telangana armed
struggle, the RSS was
very much in existence.
It is said that once the RSS
Sarsanghchalak was
asked to leave
Hyderabad immedi-
ately, he obliged. The
Arya Samaj put up resis-
tance against
conversions to Islam and
carried on the campaign
for re-conversions to
Hindusim. Though con-
fused at that point of
time, later many of them
realised their mistake.
Such Arya Samajists later
joined the CPI.

Seventy four years af-
ter the armed struggle,
the BJP and Sangh
Parivar observes now a
Liberation Day, claiming
that it was Sardar Patel
who played decisive
role in liberating
Telangana. They are also
accusing the communists
of waging war against in-
dependent India. They
are even making baseless
allegations stigmatising
the communists saying
they joined hands with
Razakars. The whole
purpose is to create an
impression that the
Telangana armed
struggle was a liberation
battle of Hindus against

Muslim oppression. This
is nothing but a dirty
concoction. It is a blatant
distortion of history.

The fact was it was a
struggle against feudal-
ism that was headed by
Nizam, supported by
Hindu landlords and
some Muslim Jagirdars.

The Nizam, of course,
was not a secularist but
for his own reasons he
did not pursue the com-
munal agenda all the
time. He patronized the
Hindu Jagirdars and
Deshmukhs. He had also
some Hindu officials
who were needed for a
link with the majority of
his subjects in the king-
dom. But discrimination
was surely there at least
at the level of language
and religion.

But those who took up
arms were very clear that

they were fighting op-
pressive feudalism, not
a religion. The BJP is car-
rying on the dirty
campaign which has
been started during the
NDA regime. It was in
NDA rule when L K
Advani was home min-
ister from 1998 to 2004,

who refused to sanction
pensions to thousands of
Telangana freedom
fighters, whose names
were recommended by
the Hyderabad State
Freedom Fighters
Screening Committee, an
official committee ap-
pointed during the V.P.
Singh regime, and later
by Indrajit Gupta as the
Home Minister of the
United Front Govern-
ment. The Sangh Parivar,
which had no role in the
struggle of the people
against the Nizam, is
shamelessly carrying on

its dirty tricks to distort
history even now. BJP is
born in lies and grown in
lies. If a country is liber-
ated from foreign rule it
is called liberation. Lib-
eration has got broader
meaning of liberating
people from the foreign
rule, from exploitation
from oppressors and
achieving true democ-

racy socially and politi-
cally.

The Telangana armed
struggle has to be ana-
lyzed from different
angles. Besides the poor,
agricultural labor, small
peasants led by the Party,
a broad section of middle
peasantry, small, petty
business people, intelli-
gentsia supported the
armed struggle and
saved our underground
leaders during the most
difficult times. Poets,
writers, journalists, gov-
ernment employees,
Hindus, Muslims stood

From Centre Pages

by the armed struggle.
Women played an

important role.
There is a necessity to

study deeply the reasons
that prompted different
sections of society to sup-
port the Telangana armed
struggle. Only that will
help one to get a compre-
hensive understanding
of the Telangana armed
struggle.

Most of the writings on
Telangana till now are
from a limited angle of
the struggle. Some have
given only a partial ac-
count of this heroic battle.
The split of the commu-
nist movement has
created a situation in
which some writers tried
to undermine the role of
some important leaders
and ignore them. History
cannot be written based
on the whims and fancies
of the writers. I hope an
impartial, comprehen-
sive account of the
Telangana armed
struggle will be written
by future historians with-
out distortion.

September 17, 1948
was the day when the
Indian Army marched on
the Hyderabad state,
annexed it from the
Nizam and finally
Hyderabad state was
merged into the Indian
Union.

(The author is former
member of Parliament and
former general secretary of
the Communist Party of In-
dia)

CPI Fought for Merging Hyderabad...

mission. One remission
appeal was used as
grounds to release all 11
convicted. The grounds
were that they are good
‘Sanskari Brahmins’
whose remission ab-
solves them of all their
crimes.

It is the implication of
the remission that galva-
nized the women into
organising protests and
draft a memorandum,
that was given by the

NFIW Approaches President ...
From Page 05 women in more than 100

districts from 15 states to
the district collectors to
be submitted to the Presi-
dent of India. The appeal
was for justice and stop-
ping the violation of the
Constitution of India.

They pointed out that
not only were the men
given a pardon, they
were worshiped as he-
roes with garlands, tilak
and sweets. These were
men who murdered 14
people from old women
to three-year-old child,

gang raping each of them
women and convicted by
the courts for heinous
crimes. Their release is a
message to all women
that in this country it is
okay for ‘Sanskari
brahmins’ to rape and
murder pregnant
women, children, old
women and mutilate
dead bodies. It can hap-
pen to any woman from
any community, and if
the state decides to
shield them, the women
are left more vulnerable

than they started with.
Today the remission was
for a pogrom, tomorrow
it could be for any other
crime.

Lastly, the message
that reached the women
was that it was not just the
convicts, but their sup-
porters that are a bigger
problem. Organizations
that garland, worship
and celebrate these men
are the ones that will
patronise violence
against women, the
marginalised and the
weak for political gains.
They will be the ones

who will constitute
mahapanchayats, moral
police and vigilante
forces whose brunt will
be borne largely by
women.

In its own way, the
organization of the pro-
test by hundreds and
thousands of NFIW
members on September
6, 2022 and their efforts
in reminding the Presi-
dent of her duties, is a
signal that the women of
the country are ready to
confront and stand up to
the manuvadi  patriarchy
that is gaining roots.
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Diary of
International

Events
C. AdhikesavanFormer Brazilian presi-

dent Luiz Inácio Lula da
Silva (2003-2011) said
that the State has to have
a “new role” to guarantee
employment since techno-
logical advances mean
that companies do not
generate as many jobs as
they did in the past.

“The State will have to
have a new role; we will
have to discuss what is the
role of the State to guaran-
tee employment,” said
Lula during a meeting with
representatives of coopera-
tives in the State of São
Paulo (southeast).

The leader of the Work-
ers’ Party (PT) and
presidential candidate of
the left said he intends to
make government invest-
ments to induce
diversification of the
economy and stressed the
impact of the changes in
recent years.

“Technological ad-
vances do not create jobs
for people; they create
more productivity, more
wealth, more productive
capacity, more conditions
to earn money and accu-
mulate in the hands of one
person, decreasing the
number of people who do
manual labor,” Lula re-
marked.

The leftist leader also
said he intends to re-cre-
ate the Ministry of
Agrarian Development
and the portfolios of Cul-
ture, Micro and Small
Business and Public Secu-
rity.

The first round of the
Brazilian elections will be
held on October 2, and Lula
starts as the favorite ahead
of the current president,
Jair Bolsonaro, in all opin-
ion polls.

Palestinians rally in
Gaza against Israel’s

15-year blockade
“The Israeli siege on

Gaza has deprived thou-
sands of students of
freedom of movement and
thousands of patients of

State Must Have a New Role to
Guarantee Employment: Lula

their right to medical treat-
ment,” Suhail al-Hindi
said.

Dozens of Palestinians
rallied in western Gaza on
Tuesday against an Israeli
blockade imposed on the
Palestinian enclave for
more than 15 years.

During the rally, which
was organized by several

Palestinian factions includ-
ing Gaza’s ruling faction
Hamas, demonstrators de-
manded the Palestinians’
right to natural resources,
mainly the gas fields dis-
covered in 2000 off the
coast of the Gaza Strip.

They waved Palestinian
flags and carried banners
in both Arabic and English
that read, “It is our right
to travel freely and with
dignity” and “Our gas is
our right.”

“The ongoing Israeli
siege on Gaza has deprived
thousands of students of
freedom of movement and
thousands of patients of
their right to medical treat-
ment,” Suhail al-Hindi, a
senior Hamas member,
told the rally.

He called for efforts to
put pressure on Israel to lift
the siege on the Gaza Strip
and uphold the Palestin-
ians’ right to exploit their
natural resources. “Israel
continues to deprive
Gazans’ rights to natural
resources, communicating
with the world through a

sea corridor, and building
a port and an airport,” Al-
Hindi said.

Later, dozens of boats
carrying flag-waving Pal-
estinians held a sea march,
with drones belonging to
armed Palestinian factions
flying around to protect
them. A gas field 36 km
west of Gaza City was dis-

covered in 2000, but no
major progress has been
made in its development
and exploitation so far.

Israel has maintained a
land, air and sea blockade
on the Gaza Strip since
Hamas violently took over
the territory from the Pal-
estinian Authority in 2007.

Suppression of stu-
dents’ voices continues

in Swaziland
Armed police battalion

violently crushed a peace-
ful protest action by
students from the
Limkokwing University of
Creative Technology
(LUCT) in the capital city,
Mbabane on September 8.
   The police had camped
at the university premises
following the students’
resolution to protest over
various demands, includ-
ing the demands for
face-to-face learning and
disbursement of students’
allowances as part of the
right to free education
campaign. 

Mswati, who rules
Swaziland as an absolute

monarch, in his despera-
tion to cling to power, has
vowed to violently crush all
protests in the country. 

A student at LUCT,
Buhle Dlamini, said, “We
found armed police offic-
ers around the university
as early as around 8am. The
private security guards, to-
gether with the armed

police officers, closed the
university’s main gate.
They locked out those who
wanted to enter, while
locking in those who
wanted to leave the univer-
sity premises.” 

Students on both sides
of the gate demanded that
the police open the gate. 

“We waited impa-
tiently by the gate until one
police officer started issu-
ing threats and arrogantly
commanded that we leave
the school gate immedi-
ately,” continued Buhle. 

After a few minutes,
another group of armed
police officers arrived to
back up the first group
who were already shiver-
ing in fear of the students’
anger. 

Police then started fir-
ing teargas towards
students at the gate and
those inside campus. 

The police then targeted
six members of the Com-
munist Party of Swaziland
(CPS) who were on their
way back to their respec-
tive houses, accusing them

of instigating the students’
protest. 

The police thereafter
apprehended two CPS
members and detained
them at the Mbabane Po-
lice Station, releasing them
at around 4:30 pm after
intense interrogation. 

CPS Member Mhlojobe
Mtsetfwa who was part of
the detained comrades
said, “The police held us,
assaulted us with batons
and with the buts of their
guns. We thus sustained
injuries due to the police
brutality.” 

The police later released
them without charge. 

Among the students’
demands was the call for
the lifting of suspension for
students who had been
dragged through the
university’s one-sided dis-
ciplinary process. 

The students also de-
manded the appointment
of a new director for the
university. On this de-
mand, one student who
preferred to remain
anonymous said, “Tfobile
Gumedze, the current Di-
rector, has failed dismally,
and she does not place the
interests of the students as
her top priority.” 

Students have also com-
plained about the
inadequate security in the
university campus. They
thus demand the change of
the private security com-
pany that is enjoying the
tender to secure their cam-
pus. 

Despite the attack by the
police, the students remain
upbeat about the struggle
for freedom in Swaziland
and have vowed to con-
tinue organising
themselves and inspiring
the nation in that regard. 

The “Democracy
Now” campaign, first
launched by the CPS in
2019, continues to gain
ground across the country
as the people have become
resolute in the demand for
total freedom.
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In the crisis period of
US imposed economic
and commercial em-
bargo and sanctions
declared against Cuba,
the leaders and the
people of India always
stood in their favour and
expressed solidarity.
Cuba got inspired by the
anti-imperialist freedom
struggle of India and
later from the Non-
Allaigned Movement
India built and took lead-
ership. The Cuban
people give great impor-
tance to the
humanitarian outlook of
the Indian people and
have built International

Medical Colleges to help
poor countries to get
their students modern
medical and health edu-
cation training in Cuba.
At the time of natural
calamity and Covid pan-
demic situations, the
international medical
teams from Cuba had
extended excellent hu-
manitarian medical help
in several countries of the
world in spite of the in-
human US imposed
embargo and sanctions
against Cuba. The
destabilisation activities
at the behest of US Impe-
rialism were also
defeated by the Cuban
people and protected the
Cuban revolution and its

fruitful accomplish-
ments, he said.

CPI state secretary
Ashis Kanungo pre-
sented a memento and
Odisha shawl to the Cu-
ban ambassador and
thanked for his greetings
to the state conference.
Indian Society for Cul-
tural Relations and
Friendship (ISCUF) gen-
eral secretary Bijaya
Kumar Padhihary as-
sured the Cuban guest
continuation of strong
bilateral relations and
better solidarity action
and cooperation from
India in future in his vote
of thanks. The conference
adopted many more
resolutions in the

evening after the solidar-
ity meeting.

On the concluding day
of the state conference
more delegates partici-
pated in the discussion on
the draft political and
organisation reports and
both the reports were
passed unanimously.
Gokul Chandra Panda,
chairman of the Control
Commission presented
the Commision’s report.
Audit Commission re-
port was presented by its
chairman Sriharsh Rath
and the Credential Com-
mittee Report of the state
conference was pre-
sented by its convenor
Ramani Ranjan Routray.

The state conference
elected a seven-member
Control Commission and
65 member state council.
It also unanimously de-
cided the names of
delegates to the 24th

Party Congress at
Vijayawada. The newly
elected state council
elected a 27-member
state executive commit-
tee and Abhaya Sahoo as
its secretary. The three-
day long state conference
was declared concluded
with the ceremonial low-
ering of the Red Flag and
handing it over to the
newly elected state sec-
retary by the outgoing
state secretary along
with the singing of Com-
munist International by
the delegates.

Call to Build Secular...
From Page 06
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The two-day 25th Delhi
state conference was held on
September 10 and 11, 2022
at AITUC Bhavan in Delhi.
The conference started with
the hoisting of party flag by
senior Delhi state party
leader Shankar Lal in the
presence of party national
council secretary Amarjeet
Kaur. After the hoisting of
the party flag, a six-member
presidium along with other
committees was elected.

National council sec-
retary Amarjeet Kaur

inaugurated the confer-
ence. In her address to the
delegates, she explained
in detail about the high-
est ever exploitation of
the people of the world
and India by the capital-
ist governments, which
got fully exposed during
the Corona pandemic.
People of India and the
world were left to the
mercy of the private
health care, which led to
over a crore death.

She pointed out that
imperialism is bent upon

creating conflict zones
and regions in the world
so that they can continue
selling their arms.
Ukraine-Russia conflict
is the recent example.
India and the world are
witnessing highest op-
pression and
suppression of the demo-
cratic rights of the
people. 

She further said that
world and India have
highest ever unemploy-
ment and price rise. In
India the BJP-RSS gov-
ernment led by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
is spreading communal
hatred every day to di-
vert people’s attention
from the highest ever un-
employment in last 50
years, worst ever price
rise, etc.  Every day there
is attack on minorities
and Dalits. Fear psycho-
sis is instilled among
minorities. In such politi-
cal conditions, it is the
duty of the CPI and the
CPI Delhi state in par-
ticular to have regular,
consistent struggles on
people’s problems and
also to fight against com-
munal spread very
boldly.

She also said that the

25th CPI Delhi State Conference

Launch Struggle for Life, Livelihood

Modi government has
even changed the consen-
sus foreign policy of
India, which is being
drifted in favour of
zionism and imperial-
ism. She strongly
criticised the Modi gov-
ernment for abolishing
government jobs day by
day and for promoting
vulgar and aggressive
contractual ones. The
RSS-BJP combine gov-
ernment is selling
profit-making public
sector units to his
favourite capitalists like
Adani, Ambani.

Prof Dinesh Varshney,
party Delhi state council
secretary presented the
political and
organisational report at
the conference which
was adopted unani-

mously after discussion
by 21 delegates. 

The conference also
unanimously adopted
resolutions on labour
problems in Delhi,
against new education
policy, unemployment,
price-rise, attack on
women and democratic
rights. 

The conference also
elected delegates to the
24th CPI Congress to be
held from October 14 to
18, 2022 at Vijaywada,
Andhra Pradesh as well
as a seven member sec-
retariat unanimously.
Dinesh Varshney was
secretary of the Delhi
State Council along with
six other secretariat
members — Ajay Malik,
Shankar Lal, Absar
Ahmed, Kehar Singh,
Ramraj and Amrita
Pathak. 

On RecoOn RecoOn RecoOn RecoOn Reco rrrrrddddd      . . .. . .. . .. . .. . .

– Compiled by C. Adhikesavan

The Union government’s healthcare
spend dropped to 1.28 per cent of the
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in 2018-
19 from the previous year’s figure of 1.35
per cent.

In fact, total health expenditure — the
total money spent on healthcare by the
government, people, private entities and
external funding — has fallen from 3.9%
of the GDP to 3.2% in five years ending
in 2018-19, according to the National
Health Accounts Estimates 2018-19. The
decline in proportion to GDP has hap-
pened despite an increase in the
government’s share of the country’s to-
tal health expenditure — from 29 per cent
in 2014-15 to 40.6 per cent in 2018-19. –
The Indian Express, September 13.

***

98% of employment gap between men
and women due to gender discrimination,
says a report. India Discrimination Report

2022 says, woman in India despite their
same educational qualification and work
experience as men will be discriminated in

the labour market due to societal and em-
ployers’ prejudices. Gender
discrimination is the reason for 98 per cent
of employment gap between males and
females in India, according to a new re-
port of Oxfam India. – The Hindustan Times,
September 15.

***
Bodies of two minor sisters aged 17 and

15 coming from a Dalit family were found
hanging from a tree in Nighasan area
of Lakhimpur Kheri district of Uttar
Pradesh evening. Family members of the
girls said that they were “abducted” from
outside the house three hours prior to their
bodies were spotted even as the police
prima facie suspect suicide.

Lakhimpur Kheri Superintendent of
Police (SP) Sanjiv Suman said “the picture
will be clear from the autopsy report”,
which is awaited. – The Indian Express,
September 15.

CPI national council secretary Amarjeet Kaur in-
augurating Delhi state conference

Delhi state secretary Prof. Dinesh Varshney ad-
dressing state conference
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The 21st state conference of Himachal Pradesh unit
of the Communist Party of India was held on Sep-
tember 10 and 11, 2022 in the Municipal Council Hall
of Bilaspur district headquarters in which 120 del-
egates from most of the districts across the state
participated.

21st State Conference of Himachal Pradesh CPI
CALL TO FIGHT ANTI-PEOPLE POLICIES OF NDA GOVT

Prashant Mohan

Before the delegate
session, a huge rally was
organised, which was led
by CPI national executive
members Annie Raja,
Bant Singh Brar and
party’s Himachal
Pradesh state council
secretary Shyam Singh
Chouhan. Hundreds of
red guards, women,
youth and senior party
colleagues marched with
red flags in their hands.
Those taking part in the
rally were raising slo-
gans like  ‘CPI Zindabad’,
‘Socialism Zindabad’
and against rising infla-
tion and growing
unemployment as they
went around every nook
and corner of Bilaspur
city.

Addressing the rally,
Annie Raja, general sec-
retary of NFIW, severely
condemned the anti-
people and especially
anti-women policies of
the Modi government.
She said that while on the
one hand prime minister
Narendra Modi takes a
pledge to change the at-
titude towards women
from the ramparts of Red
Fort on the Indepen-
dence Day anniversary,
on the other hand by
waives off the punish-
ment of the rapists of
Bilkis Bano and the kill-
ers of her family, giving
them the nectar of free-
dom. A new very
shameful tradition of
honouring the rapists
and murderers by free-
ing them while
imprisoning many social
activists, writers, jour-
nalists, intellectuals and
progressive writers is
being established.

Bant Singh Brar, in-
charge of the Himachal
Pradesh party unit and
Punjab state council sec-
retary, said that due to
the anti-people policies
of the Modi government,
inflation is today touch-
ing the sky and
unemployment is at its
peak. He said that the
country’s future is being
darkened by handing
over the valuable na-
tional and natural assets
of the country to corpo-
rate houses which are
close to the ruling party.
On this occasion, senior
leaders of Himachal

Pradesh Party Vasudev
Basu, former MLAs K
Kaushal, Prashant
Mohan and Pravesh
Chandel also addressed
the rally.

After the rally was
over delegate session
was started. Chairman of
the reception committee
Bijli Mahant welcomed
the delegates from all
over the state and
honoured Annie Raja
and Bant Singh Brar, who
were present in the con-
ference as observers on
behalf of the central party,

by presenting them
Himachali cap and
shawl.

Vasudev Basu inau-
gurated the delegates’
session by hoisting the
party flag. This was fol-
lowed by state secretary

Shyam Singh Chouhan
presenting a detailed
report of state party’s
activities. Many del-
egates took part in the
discussion of the report
that continued the next
day also. Many resolu-
tions were also adopted.

The Himachal
Pradesh unit of the party
demanded an immediate
check on the rising infla-
tion in the country and
demanded concerted ef-
forts to end the rising
unemployment. In an-
other resolution, the

state party demanded to
cancel the recruitment of
Agniveers done under
the Agnipath scheme
and to restore the earlier

prevalent permanent re-
cruitment in the army.

On the havoc created
by the recent floods in the
state, the party de-
manded that adequate
compensation must be
given to the flood victims
in order to get them reha-
bilitated.

The party also de-
manded that an amount
of Rs 50,000 must be
given to the owners of
animals that died re-
cently being infected
with Lumpy virus that
has spread among the

animals. The party also
appealed to the govern-
ment to declare Khair as
an agricultural product
along with granting the
farmers the right to sell
in the market.

The conference ex-
tended its full support to
the ongoing agitations
across the state for the
implementation of the
old pension scheme and
demanded restoration of
old pension scheme.

The conference
elected Bhag Singh as the
state council secretary, K
Prashant Mohan of
Mandi and Naresh Ghai
of Solan were elected as
joint secretaries.

The conference also
elected a nine-member
executive committee and
a 21-member state coun-
cil. Apart from this, a
five-member delegation
was selected for the Na-
tional Conference to be
held in Vijayawada,
Andhra Pradesh from
October 14-18, which in-
cluded Bhag Singh,
Pravesh Chandel, Nanak
Chand Shandil, Anjali
and Prashant Mohan.
Farmer leader Hardev
Singh, senior advocate
Shashi Pandit and Meera
Sharma, on behalf of the
presidium thanked all
the delegates for taking
part in the conference in
an excellent manner.
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