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TOWARDS 24TH CONGRESS OF COMMUNIST
PARTY OF INDIA, OCT 14–18, VIJAYAWADA

Amaravati city had become red with the red flags
filling every corner of the city, when the massive rally
of the inaugural function of 24th Maharashtra state
conference of CPI, marched through the city roads.
All traffic from the city centre, Irwin Square to the
venue, had to be diverted by the police. In fact, the
police were very appreciative of the discipline with
which the rally moved.

24th CPI Maharashtra State Conference

BJP GOVT RESPONSIBLE FOR
COLLAPSE OF ECONOMY: CPI

Dr Yugal Rayalu

The rally began from
the city centre called
Irwin Square. CPI na-
tional council secretary
Amarjeet Kaur, also the
general secretary of
AITUC along with na-
tional council secretary
Dr Bhalchandra Kango
led the rally after gar-
landing the statue of Dr
B R Ambedkar. On the
way to  rally, the leaders
of CPI also garlanded the
statues of Mahatma

Gandhi and Bhagat
Singh.

After arriving at the
venue, where a huge
gathering was waiting to
listen to their leader,
Amarjeet Kaur in her
address said that any ef-
fort by the Modi
government to thwart the
voice of resistance
would meet with more
and more struggle by the
people of India. “It is due
to the wrong policies that

the workers are forced to
commit suicide,” she
pointed out.

After coming to power
Modi has systematically

destroyed the welfare
structures at all levels so
that the corporate sector
is able to make increased
profits. Only two corpo-

rate houses, Adani and
Ambani are reaping huge
profits while the ordi-
nary citizen of India is

A view of the public rally
CPI national council secretary Dr Bhalchandra

Kango addressing the state conference

CPI national council secretary Amarjeet Kaur addressing the conference
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EditorialEditorialEditorialEditorialEditorial
Second October is here again. The day

Bapu was born. The unforgettable mes-
sage Bapu conveyed to us was about
change, its being eternal. He told us it is
the way life is. Even the truth for which
he laid his life. His last words, when the
bullet pierced him, were “Hey Ram”! He
was not unprepared. Not surprised. He
knew his people only too well and the
‘other’ too.They had no roots among us.
Us includes not only India, but beyond
too. Bapu took us all in his thin bony arms.
As he slowly crumbled, he knew it was
not defeat. Only Godse and his mentors
started shrinking. For them, Hindu
Rashtra, the aim itself, got demolished
after Bapu was killed.

In the aftermath, RSS was banned. Its
leaders were all incarcerated. Even after
the ban was lifted one and a half year later,
RSS was not accepted by people; they
remained sceptical.

Worldwide, October 2 is celebrated as
International Day of Non-Violence, the
day when we all redeem our pledge to
resist peacefully any attack on civil lib-
erties.

Non-Violence, for Bapu, was not within
the limits of negation or assertion of it,
it was absence of even the awareness of
violence. He wanted us to understand it,
which was not only fearlessness. Hence
when the gunman was facing him with
pistol to shoot for the third time, because
first two shots were totally unexpected,
Bapu simply glanced at him for a moment,
and collapsed.

It was intimately within our cultural
ethos. There was no complain in his last
glance at Godse.  And thus he took his own
murderer within, making him as his own.
The cultural multiplicity arrived at new
levels, levels of humanity, humaneness.

And here we can experience that Hindu
nationalism, a communal identity of our
people, is left far behind, shrinking and
cruel. That was a great victory against Hindu
nationalism.

Nationalism as such, that was fighting
against colonial forces, for freedom, democ-
racy and secularism had a much wider
canvas, covering all the communities, tribes,
the entire people. The source of its inner
strength was maintenance of civil liberties
and their extension. In fact the press was
the only organ to play the role of opposi-
tion. There was no democracy. But there was
press. When the first political strike of
workers erupted, in 1908, spontaneously,
almost unorganised, was against sentenc-
ing Tilak for six years as he was writing
profusely against the colonial government.
The series was called The Arrival of Bomb
and he was not so much going by the events
but was constantly trying to probe the rea-
sons behind these. He said the government
was not allowing dissent, not giving free-
dom to think and act, youth are groping to
find answers in these acts of violence.  Tilak
condemned violence, and yet he was
charged with sedition. When someone tried
to warn him of possible incarceration, his
reply was the colonial government had
turned the entire country into a big jail, and
going to prison was like moving into a
smaller cell from a bigger one. The reaction
to his prosecution was unprecedented.
Textile workers of Bombay came out on
streets, and continued to be there six days
— exactly for as many days as the number
of years Tilak was to spend in jail, 1908 to
1914. Years later, Com Lenin, after coming
to know about the workers’ strike, hailed
them at ‘their entry in the political stage of
India’. He also called Tilak ‘a revolution-
ary’.

Years later, in 1922, Gandhiji was also
charged with the same sedition. It was sur-

prising that there were millions who were
on streets following Bapu, lacs in jail, in
course of Non –Cooperation movement,
but the colonial government did not pin
any charges against these. Gandhiji was
charged with sedition for writing articles
in his paper ‘Young India.’ Gandhiji had
said one should defend the civil liberties
even with life. He said it was the breath
of social and political life.  For him it was
the foundation of freedom. Freedom was
imperative, and civil liberties had no lim-
its. It was the water for life, he said. To
keep the water pure, he could even go up
to accommodating differences, since
water is the life line for human kind, and
so are civil liberties.

It was not only the question of civil lib-
erties, but also the struggle for it. And in
this struggle, to strengthen it further, there
was acute need to unite. The Meerut con-
spiracy case against the communists was
one example when all the anti British
forces got united and became formidable.
Our thirty two leaders were arrested
whom the government thought extrem-
ists. The effort was made to create a rift,
but they failed. It was because steps were
taken to keep opposition alive. It is the
heritage of our national movement, where
nationalism was blossoming. The Brit-
ish had been keen to suppress the
communists, but contrary to that, even
the common masses became acquainted
with the communist ideology. Meerut
was a small town in United Provinces,
where the prisoners were kept, and yet
every bit of news was reaching public
domain in no time. Credit goes to our na-
tionalist press that was splashing them
every day.

Lest we forget, it was an example of
united struggle of our people against the
common enemy.

Gandhi’s Victory over Hindutva

The platform of Cen-
tral Trade Unions issued
the following statement
on September 27, 2022,
supporting the defence
employees’ struggle
against new pension
scheme (NPS) and de-
manding restoration of
old pension scheme
(OPS):

The joint platform of
Central Trade Unions
extended support to the
ongoing actions of de-
fence employees
demanding old pension
scheme and scrapping of

Restore Old Pension Setup for Defence Employees: CTUs
NPS. More than three
thousand defence em-
ployees from across the
country gathered at
Jantar Mantar in the na-
tional capital and sat on
a day-long dharna on
September 26, demand-
ing implementation of
the old pension scheme.

The defence employ-
ees as well as the
government, bank and
other sections of employ-
ees have been fighting
against the NPS under
which their contributions
are defined and de-

ducted while their pen-
sion amount is not
guaranteed. The trade
unions have all along
been opposing the NPS
and demanding revert-
ing back to the old
pension scheme.

But the BJP govern-
ment at Centre is
stubbornly refusing to
concede this genuine
demand of lakhs of em-
ployees. While lakhs of
crores or rupees conces-
sion is being
magnanimously ex-
tended to the big

corporates, domestic and
foreign, the Modi gov-
ernment cites financial
crunch as an excuse for
not implementing the
old pension scheme.

 The central trade
unions congratulate the
defence employees for
their continued struggle
on their just demand
despite the attempts by
the Modi government to
suppress their united
actions. The central trade
unions reiterate their full
support to the demand

for OPS and call upon the
entire working class to
fight united against the
neo-liberal policies of
which curtailment of
pension and other ben-
efits of the workers and
employees and attacks
on their trade union
rights are a part.

The central trade
unions demand the cen-
tral government to
immediately withdraw
the NPS and revert back
to the OPS.



New Age Weekly

3October 02–08, 2022

In a democracy, it is
said, whatever the poli-
cies and implementation,
the opposition and oth-
ers will criticise the
Government. But the
government, on its part,
thinks and says that since
opposition is criticizing,
its policies must be cor-
rect.

The present day eco-
nomic scenario
represents such a situa-
tion. For example, the
Asian Development
Bank (ADB) had pro-
jected in April 2022 report
7.5 per cent and 8.0 per
cent as GDP growth rates
for India during 2022-23
and 2023-24 respectively.
In July, it revised down-
wards those rates to 7.2
per cent and 7.8 per cent
respectively and now, in
September 2022, it has
further revised down-
wards the GDP growth
rate for 2022-23 at 7.0 per
cent.

Similarly many rating
companies and econo-
mists have voiced their
concern for the slow,
uncertain, declining rate
of growth and for the re-
covery process.

Similar is the case of
Current Account Deficit
(CAD) and inflation. The
CAD implies expendi-
ture higher than revenue,
to be financed by incur-
ring the public debt. It is
calculated that the defi-
cit in 22-23 may be record
high for the last 8-9 years
(i.e. the tenure of the
present government)!
The public debt reached
an unsustainable level of
Rs. 135,87893 crore on 31st

March 2022 and is ex-
pected to reach the level
of Rs. 152,17,910 crore by
March 31st, 2023.

By March 2022 the
public debt formed 55
per cent of the GDP, up
from 42 per cent in 2019.
India’s total debt in June
2014 was mere Rs.
54,90,763 crore. The in-

Economic Reality in India
crease by 2023 represents
a staggering 177 per cent
jump.

The inflation in India
is high and sticky around
7 per cent, that is above
the tolerance limit of 6 per
cent fixed by the govern-
ment for itself. The basic
question is whether com-
mon man’s wages are
rising at that rate to en-
able him to cope with
inflation? If not, then the
standard of living of the
masses is falling.

Next, the surplus of
the GDP growth rate

over and above the rate
of inflation is supposed
to be available to the gov-
ernment for
development purposes.
In the instant case, it is
argued by some experts,
if inflation rate could be
brought down to 4 per
cent, then ideally 3 per
cent surplus GDP would
be available to the gov-
ernment for
development and wel-
fare purpose.

But with 7 per cent
GDP growth rate and 7
per cent inflation, with no
surplus remaining, a dis-
appointing picture
emerges, about which the
general masses need to
be made aware. Since the
government has a policy
of not enhancing the di-
rect (Income, Corporate
etc.) taxes, the burden of
repayment of public
debt, payment of inflated

prices etc. falls mainly
on the low and middle
income groups. The Fi-
nance Minister,
however, assures the
countrymen by saying
that growth is robust
and inflation is under
control !

Economic Puzzle
The Finance Minister

has an economic puzzle.
At the Mindmine Summit
held in the third week of
September, she ex-

pressed her bewilder-
ment by observing about
the corporate sector that
for the delayed pay-
ments to the tune of Rs.
10 lakh crore to the MSME
sector, apart from the
Government Depart-
ments, big corporate
companies were also re-
sponsible.

The Government sub-
stantially reduced the
company taxes to help
the corporate sector, a
favourable Production-
Linked Incentives (PLI)
scheme has been imple-
mented for the corporate
sector, but the corporate
sector was not investing
capital for long term de-
velopment. Therefore,
employment is not being
created, GDP growth is
not being ensured.

The Minister was re-
ally at pains and publicly
observed, “I want to hear

from India inc; what is
stopping you.” A report
by Centre for Monitoring
Indian Economy (CMIE)
has observed: “For three
consecutive years since
2019-20, growth has been
fuelled by growth in bet-
ter asset utilization and
the contribution of
growth in assets has been
negative.”

The situation becomes
more fearful, looking at
the haste in which mind-
less privatization of
public sector is being
pursued by the Govern-
ment. The danger is that

once public sector is to-
tally privatized, the
nation will be totally at
the mercy of the corpo-
rate sector for production
of goods and services;
level of employment,
level of wages and in-
come distribution etc.
And the Government
will be found pleading
with the corporate sector
as it is doing at present.
What would happen to
the employment of
youth in the second most
populous country is
anybody’s guess.

Control over
Economy

With the policy of eco-
nomic liberalisation
adopted in 1992, the
public sector was domi-
nated by the private
(corporate) sector. The
abuse of peoples’ money
in the public sector banks,

by a huge majority of
corporate enterprises
and silence over the
abuse by the managing
boards (especially the
independent directors) is
the frightful scenario of
the future privatized
banks of India. Some of
the facets of the emerging
situation may be visual-
ized thus:

(1) The changed pat-
tern and volume of
production may alter the
material culture of the
society.

(2) The continued
emphasis on labour-sav-
ing technology may not
create adequate jobs,
making unemployment
a permanent feature of
the economy.

(3) Large-scale unem-
ployment of youth with
no or little incomes on the
one hand and tax conces-
sions to upper income
classes have already cre-
ated and widened not
only the income inequali-
ties but also class
inequalities in India. The
exacerbated inequalities
have a tendency to gen-
erate crime and violence
in many old and new
forms, as can be seen
even at present.

The above-mentioned
dimensions of the
changed economic struc-
ture are engulfing the
other sectors like agricul-
ture, health, education,
art, literature etc. To think
and to say that other
countries are facing simi-
lar problems does not
help us in solving India’s
problems. Problems
generated in Indian eco-
nomic reality require
thinking rooted in the
Indian political
economy. But it has two
pre-conditions, like (1)
The thinking must aim at
a systemic change, and
(2) It must be within the
framework of the Indian
Constitution.

Shreenivas
Khandewale
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What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .

  Ranjan Chowdhury,
on behalf of the AITUC
issued the following a
statement on September
26, 2022 demanding ad-
equate compensation for
the families of victims of
Tinsukia rat coal mining
accident.

Three coal mining
workers namely Saidul
Islam, Hussain Ali and
Asmat Ali died on Sep-
tember 18, 2022 due to
suspected inhalation of
poisonous gas while
working in a rat hole coal
mining at Tikok Malu
Hills in Ledo area under
Margherita subdivision
of Tinsukia district.
AITUC made the de-
mand that government of
Assam should give Rs 1
crore to each of the vic-
tims’ families apart from
offering government jobs
to their dependent.
AITUC also demanded a
high-level inquiry com-
mittee to be formed with
sitting judges of the Su-

Three Killed, Stop Rat Hole Mining in Tinsukia
One Crore as Relief for Every Victim: AITUC

preme Court without
further delay.

Moreover, it is being
learnt from confidential
sources that illegal min-
ing is going on under the

knowledge of district
authorities and they are
compelled to keep mum
because the entire matter
is under the sponsorship
of some ruling party
leaders. The accidental
death of mining workers
has been taking place at
short intervals but major-
ity sections of the media

fail to cover it. Otherwise
this crucial issue would
have been initially cov-
ered from the place of
origin by the media. It has
become viral that media

from Jogigopa, a place
900 km away from the
accident place, had re-
ported the incident first.
Surprisingly, not a single
so-called organisation
raised their protest
against the incident and
illegal mining except
(All Assam Minority Stu-
dents Union) AAMSU,

may be due to their reli-
gious sentiment.

There are more than
one thousand rat-hole
coal mines existing in the
district.

Pradut Bordoloi,
elected MP from
Nogaon, in his parlia-
mentary speech in 2019,
had raised the issue of
illegal mining in detail
but unfortunately did
not talk about the dan-
gers of working in
Nagaon Papers Mill.

Similarly, now he kept
mum and there is no con-
sistency in his stand
against illegal mining.

Tinsukia district au-
thorities are well aware
of everything but they
are  yet to take any drastic
measures against the
original culprits. Coal
India despatches aver-
age ten trucks whereas
hundreds of illegal coal-
loaded trucks are
passing through
Tinsukia district. Most of
the trade union
organisations in the
North East Fields of
Coal India are fighting
against privatisation of
Industries but they keep
mum against illegal min-
ing. Last but not the least
the government should
immediately stop rat
hole coal mining.

(Author is Assam state
committee secretary of
AITUC).

Monsoon misery
La Niña — an unusual cooling of the central and eastern equa-

torial Pacific Ocean waters — played havoc with India’s kharif crop
last year, bringing torrential rain just before or during harvesting
time. The country registered five consecutive months of excess rainfall
from September to January, which hit the soyabean, cotton, pulses,
tomatoes, onions and a host of other vegetables that were ready to
be picked. La Niña casting its long shadow hasn’t been ruled out
this time too, with most global weather agencies predicting the
continuation of the current event at least till December. That would
make this particular episode, which began in September 2020, one
of the longest ever spanning three winters. The southwest monsoon’s
slow withdrawal and the heavy showers over Northwest India during
the last week are ominous signs; one can only hope that the “triple
drip” La Niña is on its last legs and there’s no repeat of last year.

On the whole, this hasn’t been the best of the monsoons, despite
overall rainfall during the four-month season from June being 7
per cent above its long-period average so far. The reason is its not-
so-good distribution. Rains have been deficient across the Gangetic
plains, from Uttar Pradesh to West Bengal. It has affected the area
planted under rice — in a belt that is a large producer as well as
consumer of the cereal. On the other side, excess rainfall in much
of western, central and even southern India has led to crop inun-
dation, though the damage is not on the scale of last year’s. Most
parts of the country also got very little rain in June, resulting in delayed
sowing. And the recent downpour in Haryana, Punjab and west-
ern UP isn’t going to help the standing paddy whose grains have
already matured. A clear picture of the kharif harvest will emerge
over the next month or so.

For the government and the RBI, the situation presents a chal-
lenge, particularly from a food inflation standpoint. But it shouldn’t
stop at that. 2021-22 was an extraordinary year where both the
kharif and rabi (specifically wheat) crops suffered setbacks — the
first from too much rain during September-January and the sec-

ond from the heatwave in March-April. Policymakers need to plan
for extreme weather events becoming par for the course. It calls for
investing more in climate-smart plant breeding, agro-meteorological
forecasting and digital-enabled farm extension.

Courtesy: The Indian Express

The Lalit effect
Supreme Court benches frowning on adjournment pleas by law-

yers and asking them to argue listed matters is refreshing, and a
result of CJI UU Lalit increasing the number of matters being listed
daily. Often adjournments are taken for reasons like lawyers being
busy in other courts. The net result is that cases keep getting post-
poned, and judicial time is wasted, especially when judges and
opposing pleaders have come prepared.

SC’s actions must have a salutary effect down the judicial hier-
archy. Subordinate courts where 4.2 crore criminal and civil cases
are pending have the most pronounced effect on citizens. Civil Pro-
cedure Code stipulates a maximum of three adjournments when
hearing a suit. Criminal Procedure Code instructs judicial officers
to hear trials and inquiries on a day-to-day basis and that a lawyer
engaged in another court cannot be a ground for adjournment. In
2017, a government panel on speeding up commercial disputes found
the three-adjournment rule violated in 50 per cent of cases.

No less diversionary for constitutional courts are frivolous PILs.
Last week, a CJI Lalit-led bench forced a petitioner to withdraw a
PIL seeking to regulate liquor trade and consumption in Delhi. When
rebuffed as a policy issue, the petitioner suggested a warning label
akin to cigarettes, to which the court noted that “some people say
drinking in small quantities isn’t harmful”. This was a rational ob-
servation. But such nonsensical petitions shouldn’t even be consuming
a minute of judicial time. Similarly, Bombay HC dismissed a PIL
seeking a ban on ads of non-veg food, asking the petitioners why
they wish to encroach on others’ rights. There are ample justiciable
matters crying for quicker attention of courts, most critically bail
pleas and appeals against conviction. SC’s new zeal against adjourn-
ments must survive CJI Lalit’s departure.

Courtesy: The Times of India
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Since 1980 there was a
concentrated effort of
multinationals to impose
structural adjustment on
all nations through IMF
and World Bank.

Simultaneously, see-
ing a huge possibility of
profit in Agribusiness
due to increase in popu-
lation (In 1950 World
Population was about
200 crores, by 1985 it was
750 crore), the GATT
agreement renewal pro-
cess which took place
every 10 years was
scheduled in 1986 at Uru-
guay was stalled as
multinationals or
transnationals and state
governments under their
guidance tried to impose
new rules like control on
subsidy to the farmers to
be given by state, allow-
ing free trade and
investments etc. the ne-
gotiations failed as most
developing and under-
developed nations
opposed these new
rules.

However, through
persuasion and pressure
a new formula under
Dunkell,  the chairman of
GATT, was introduced
which was called as
“Dunkell draft”.

This was opposed by
Left and progressive
forces but most nation
states accepted it and
WTO was formed. How-
ever, due to strong
opposition of develop-
ing nations particularly
India, Brazil, etc. certain
concessions were made
and new rules were intro-
duced gradually.

However, the pres-
sure of transnational
companies operating in
Agribusiness has com-
pelled most nations to
surrender, through con-
trol of technology and by
pursuing the nation state
through vested interest
within the nation. How-
ever, farmers through

Globalisation of Agri-Business

A Challenge Before India
their mobilisation in In-
dia which had acquired
political clout or influ-
ence after the
implementation of
Green Revolution and
Rationing system for
which the state help or an
intervention was a must,
is now trying to move
over to oppose taking
over of Agribusiness by

transnationals.
Present conflict be-

tween farmers and
central government after
passing of three farm
laws is to be seen on this
background.

BJP central govern-
ment under the guidance
of RSS is pursuing pro-
corporate agenda and
hence wants to imple-
ment laws and policies
which would help in
“Corporatisation of
Agribusiness and Indus-
tries”. This means that
present kisan lobby or
kisan movement will
have to play secondary
role to corporate lobby.
Few rich capitalist farm-
ers are ready for this, like
in   state of Maharashtra
where organisation un-
der the leadership of
Sharad Joshi and his fol-
lowers welcomed the
process of globalisation

and also Dunkell Report.
No wonder they sup-
ported the three farm
laws.

However, most kisan
organisations are cau-
tious and want to oppose
this corporatisation.

They want Indian state to
help them in maintaining
their independence vis-
à-vis big transnational
corporations. This is a
fundamentally a ques-
tion of vision of India.

BJP-RSS vision is a
pro-corporate big pow-
erful India or ‘India
First’. They do not talk of
Indian people or their
empowerment. Whereas
our Constitution framed
under the influence of
freedom struggle puts
‘Indian people first’. By
Indian people first we
mean toiling masses
which includes workers
(includes informal and
agriculture labour), farm-
ers, working women,
tribals and many other
oppressed sections of the
society.

Hence, farmers
struggle is not only a
struggle for vested inter-

est but an ideological
one.

For farmers struggle to
be successful, state
power must oppose big
t r a n s n a t i o n a l
corporatisation. The
same logic prevails
when it comes to work-
ers, tribals, women and
oppressed communities
along with MSME’s who

are directly in collusion
with big corporates. Thus
the role of state power
assumes importance. As
the realisation dawned,

Dr B K Kango
communal forces like
RSS-BJP and many others
working with narrow
agenda try to divide
people and misguide
them through communal
mobilisation or divisions
and undermine empow-
erment of people at large
while working for em-
powerment of few. This
is a big challenge before
left and democratic
forces.

In a democracy, people
are supreme. Majority is
the rule hence it is natu-
ral that majority will
prevail but ideological
orientation or hegemony
of ideas on this majority
is of utmost importance
if Left and democratic
forces succeed as they
did during freedom
movement, then pro-
gressive values and
vision will prevail other-
wise the reactionary
forces will highjack the
democracy.

It is hoped that 24th

Congress of CPI will pro-
vide a successful
progressive vision to
succeed in directing In-
dian people towards a
progressive vision.

Ban is a Counter-
productive Move: CPI
The National Secretariat of the Communist

Party of India issued the following statement
today (on September 28, 2022) against the ban
imposed on Popular Front of India (PFI):

The National Secretariat of the Com-
munist Party of India feels that banning
an organisation will not be of any ben-
efit and often the ban has proved to be
counter-productive.

The CPI does not at all support any of
the extremist views held by the Popular
Front of India (PFI) and also condemns
all violent activities committed by it
against its opponents.

In the wake of past experience, the
party disapproves the ban on PFI.
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The Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) is not known for
evolving the device of
communal harmony. An
insight into the working
of the RSS would unravel
the truth that its leader-
ship is known for striving
to give a concrete shape
to their basic idea of
“Hindu Rashtra”. They
regularly demonise
Muslims, Dalits and
backwards.

The sudden outreach
of its chief Mohan
Bhagwat to the Muslims
has certainly not come as
a surprise. It has got at
least two major compo-
nents. First, it is a
well-planned design to
resuscitate the declining
control of its ecosystem
on the political narrative
of the country, and sec-
ond, to create confusion
amongst the Muslims
about its real intent. His
move also aims at send-
ing the message across to
the Muslims, liberal,
centrist and secular ele-
ments of the country that

RSS Chief’s Meeting with
Muslim Leaders, An Eyewash

the saffron leaders are
stern believers of the
democratic norms and
have firm belief in the
democratic system.
What is democracy if not
a dialogue?

But this outreach
gives rise to a question
whether the dialogue
was real and honest in
true sense and spirit. The
Muslims relied on
Bhagwat in the belief
that he can bring about a
real change in the social
scene of this country. It
appears that he re-
sponded, but the results
are yet to be seen.

Indians have their
only one Rashtra Pita in
Mahatma Gandhi. But
for the first time a Mus-
lim clergy adored
Bhagwat with the trophy
of Rashtra Pita. This was
for the first time a RSS
chief was made to stand
by the side of Mahatma.
Does it imply that there
is a concerted move to
resurrect Savarkar as the
true hero, so far some RSS
and BJP leaders have

been striving for it, and
exonerating RSS of the
charges of not being na-
tionalist by supporting
the Britishers.

Even a politically
naïve person knows that
the RSS and BJP have no
love and respect for the
minorities, especially
Muslims. From the day
an individual joins the
RSS he is fed with the
hatred towards them.
Obviously in this back-
drop it would be sheer
childish to expect RSS to
befriend them.  The RSS
and BJP lack the basic
idea and perception to
restructuring the Indian
polity in a positive man-
ner. If they had this
thinking entrenched in
their mind, they certainly
had not alienated the
farmers, workers, stu-
dents, and certain
religious and regional
minorities away.

On the contrary these
people have clear vi-
sion/idea of future
India. The recent des-
peration of RSS and BJP
to win over this section
of the society owes to
their being an antithesis
to the ideology of the BJP
and RSS. It would not be
unfair to say that the RSS
outreach to Muslims
clearly manifest its hy-
pocrisy and
opportunism. Bhagwat
has never during the
Modi rule spoken
against vigilantes in-
volved in lynchings or he
pulled up the BJP lead-
ers for patronising the
mercenaries. He has al-
ways provided
ideological and political

cover to these elements.
Naturally question arises
what has changed now
that makes him to reach
out to the Muslims?

RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat’s recent meet-
ing with a group of
Muslim intellectuals and
asking them to explain
why Muslims treat the
Hindus as Kafirs and his
subsequent visit to a
Delhi madrasa has been
the most talked about
topic particularly in the
social media. Many have
rushed to heap praise
and credit on Bhagwat
for “reaching out” to
Muslims, for “starting a
dialogue”, for trying to
“bridge the divide”.

Bhagwat visiting
Delhi madrasa at a time
when BJP governments in
UP and Assam, which are
full of Sangh functionar-
ies, have been busy
maligning madrasas.
The BJP leaders openly
accuse them of being the
breeding premises of ter-
rorists.  It was a
coincidence when
Bhagwat was trying to
win over the trust of the
Muslims, the  offices of
the People’s Front of In-
dia,  a Muslim
organisation allegedly
involved in promoting
terrorism and terrorist
philosophy, were raided
across the country  in the
most blatant manner.
The BJP governments in
states are keen to know
what is being taught in
the Madrasas and for this
a survey has been also
initiated, but the govern-
ments are reluctant to
reveal the nature of the
education being im-
parted at Saraswati
Shishu Mandir, run by
RSS. Bhagwat suggested

to the Imam that students
at Madrasas should also
read the Quran and Bible
along with the Bhagwad
Geeta. Whether the same
is reciprocated in the
Sishu Mandirs of RSS is
to be seen.

While RSS functionar-
ies called Bhagwat’s
mosque and madrasa
visits as a step towards
ending “conflicts be-
tween communities” and
a call to Muslims to feel
and act like Indians.
Does not this imply that
RSS functionaries do not
treat them as Indians? If
they had treated them as
Indians then of course
this observation had not
been made.  With this
nature of mindset it is
unlikely that the outreach
by Mohan Bhagwat
would have any impact
on not only the Muslims
but on the larger section
of the liberal and centrist
Hindus. Bhagwat cannot
deny that his observa-
tions and initiatives
simply express political
and electoral concern of
the RSS and does not re-
flect change of heart or
deviation from commu-
nal ideology.

It would be futile to
expect that RSS would
bring about an attitudi-
nal change in its outlook
and perception of the
minorities, Dalits and
Muslims. But the fact
remains if it is really con-
cerned of rebuilding its
image, then in that back-
drop it must keep aside
its agenda of turning Indi
into a Hindu Rashtra and
direct the BJP leadership
to work for the lower- and
middle-income groups
who are facing a bleak
future even after eight
years of BJP rule.

Arun Srivastava
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STUDY &
STRUGGLE

C. Adhikesavan

In October 2017, when
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi attended the cente-
nary celebrations of Patna
University, chief minister
Nitish Kumar sought his
support to declare the in-
stitution a central
university. Despite ’50 to
75 per cent’ rider, it is al-
ways expected that these
varsities will receive close
to Rs 1,000 crore.

Modi responded that he
“wants to take PU beyond
a central university” and
invited the university to bid
for the central
government’s new scheme
of Institutions of Eminence
(IoE).

Patna University did
not eventually qualify for
the “eminence” tag, but
Modi’s comment was
enough to show the impor-
tance he attached to the
IoE scheme.

Yet, the 12 universities
including 8 public-funded
institutions that have se-
cured IoE status, after a
scrutiny by an empowered
expert committee (EEC),
have not received the ex-
pected government
support since.

Four years after its
launch, Modi’s pet scheme
has been hobbled by de-
layed allocation of
government funds and a
gap in monitoring its
progress.

For the public-funded
IoEs, the government had
promised financial support
of up to Rs 1,000 crore —
or 50 to 75 per cent of the
requirements stated in 15-
year plans presented by
each — whichever was
less. To all the public and
private institutions, it had
promised relaxations of
regulator UGC’s norms on
fees, course design, faculty
recruitment and the ad-
mission of foreign
students.

The money was to be
released within a span of
five years starting from the
financial year during
which a university gained
IoE status.

IIT Bombay, IIT Delhi
and the Indian Institute of
Science (IISc), Bangalore,
were among the first batch
of six institutions selected
for the IoE tag in 2018.
Another 14, including IIT

Union Govt’s IoE Pet Scheme Flounders
Kharagpur and Jadavpur
University, were selected
the following year. How-
ever, of the 20, eight have
not yet officially gained the
tag for various reasons.

IIT Bombay, IIT Delhi
and the IISc signed memo-
randums of
understanding (MoUs)
with the then human re-
source development
(HRD) ministry in October
2018, stating their strate-
gic plans. They have been
receiving funds since 2018-
19, while the five other
public-funded IoEs have
been doing so from 2019-
20.

If one goes by the Rs
1,000-crore limit, none of
these eight institutions has
received even half that sum
although the five-year pe-
riod ends in March 2023
for three of them and in
March 2024 for the other
five.

Despite the “50 to 75 per
cent” rider, it was always
expected that these univer-
sities would receive close
to Rs 1,000 crore.

Jadavpur University
and Anna University —
the two other public-
funded institutions
selected for IoE status —
are yet to be officially
awarded the tag since their
state governments (Bengal
and Tamil Nadu) have not
committed to paying the
part of the plan require-
ments not met by the
Centre.

For almost the entire
first two years, the IoEs did

not receive funds for infra-
structure although they
got money under other
heads such as recruitment
and fellowship.

So far, IIT Delhi has re-
ceived Rs 490.9 crore
followed by IISc (Rs 450
crore) and IIT Bombay (Rs
429.94 crore) in about four-
and-a-half years; while IIT
Madras has received Rs
378 crore, followed by
BHU (Rs 287 crore), IIT
Kharagpur (Rs 223.13
crore), Hyderabad Univer-
sity (Rs 175.755 crore) and
Delhi University (Rs
91.685 crore) in about
three-and-a-half years.

Before the IoE scheme
began, the government
had launched a Higher
Education Financing
Agency (HEFA) to provide
loans to institutions to ex-
pand their infrastructure.
The HRD ministry asked
the Institutions of Emi-
nence to take loans from
the HEFA for infrastruc-
ture expansion and pay
these off from the IoE
scheme funds, an official
said.

The institutions agreed
but the finance ministry
objected because under an
HEFA loan, the govern-
ment pays the interest
while the institution only
repays the principal.

It was finally decided to
give the funds to the IoEs,
including the money for in-
frastructure, as usual
grants. This bureaucratic
process took almost two
years. So the institutes be-

gan awarding the infra-
structure project contracts
in 2021, the official said.

The delayed funds re-
lease means the progress
of the infrastructure ex-
pansion projects has been
slower than the institutions
had envisaged.

The MoU that IIT
Bombay had signed with
the government said it
wanted to develop cutting-
edge laboratories in areas
of nanofabrication and
characterisation, manu-
facturing and material,
health sciences and engi-
neering, data and
information science, and

the chemical sciences. But
it hardly received Rs 60
crore before 2020-21.

According to the MoU
signed by IIT Delhi, its
Central Research Facility,
which houses all testing
and fabrication equip-
ment, was to see major
enhancement with IoE
funds. The institute esti-
mated an expenditure of
about Rs 700 crore, out of
the expected Rs 1,000
crore grant, for infrastruc-
ture projects. But the delay
in receiving funds delayed
the award of the contract
by over two years, sources
said.

Teachers not
paid salaries in
12 DU colleges
Teachers from 12 Delhi

University colleges, fully
funded by the Delhi gov-
ernment, continue to suffer
delayed and irregular sal-

ary payments, alleging that
politics and broken prom-
ises from the Kejriwal-led
government are the cause.

The magnificent audi-
torium of Maharaja
Agrasen College, Delhi
University, reverberated
with applause and cheers
for Arvind Kejriwal on the
evening of September 16.
The event was to ‘Make
India No. 1’.

The approbation, how-
ever, began dimming
towards the end of the
show when two students
from the audience ques-
tioned the chief minister on
the issue of classes not be-
ing held because the
teachers of 12 Delhi Uni-
versity (DU) colleges,
which fall under the Delhi
government, had not re-
ceived their salaries. In
response, Kejriwal claimed
ignorance, saying, “It was
not in my knowledge. If it
is so, I will get it done.”

Was the Delhi chief
minister really unaware of
the issue? Was he un-
aware of the many
protests by DU teachers
that took place outside his
residence? And above all,
was he unaware of the
promises he made to the
principals of these 12 col-
leges?

There are 12 colleges in
DU which fall under the
Delhi government’s pur-
view and are supposed to
be fully funded by it. This
issue of irregular salaries
has existed for nearly two-
and-a-half to three years
now.

Since 1994, when all 12
of these colleges were
opened, they have been
collecting money from stu-
dents for various reasons
– the girls’ common room,
a bicycle stand, sports, li-
brary and so on, under the
SSF. The amount actually
spent on these facilities
was, however, minimal.
The colleges began saving
this money in fixed depos-
its and currently, every
college has around Rs 12-
15 crore.
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“An explosion of food
and energy prices for
those that are better off is
inconvenience – for the
poor people, tragedy,”
says IMF chief Kristalina
Georgieva while sound-
ing global warning that
there would be “people
on the street” unless steps
are taken to protect the
most vulnerable. To pre-
vent such a situation in
India, Modi government
will have to make a tight-
rope walk between fiscal
and monetary policies.

Inflation in India has
been largely driven by
the rising food prices
which directly affect the
poor and the vulnerable.
Since the lockdown in
2020 India has been dis-
tributing free food grains
to support 80 crore
people out of 140 crore
population. If the scheme
is not extended beyond
September 30, 2022, such
a huge population will
have no option but to
suffer the most, because
food prices have become
unaffordable for majority
of them.

However, such a fiscal
policy, though it is abso-
lutely necessary to save
the poor of the country,
would go against the
monetary policy that tar-
gets to keep the inflation
under control. Fiscal
policy is decided by the
government of India,
while the monetary
policy is decided by the
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI). For Union govern-
ment, liberal fiscal policy
is an option, but for the
RBI there would be no
option left but to increase
the interest rate in the
present circumstances of
inflationary pressure.

Such a condition
would on the one hand
increase the demand and

Rising Prices, Inflation
Hurting the Impoverished

push up the prices again
on the other, and then
there would be required
further tightening of the
fiscal and monetary poli-
cies would be required.
It would be a vicious
circle and Modi govern-
ment needs to rescue the
economy and the people
by restoring the right
conditions for growth, of
which price stability is a
critical condition. Higher
interest rate would in-
crease the cost of
investment and input
which would further
push the prices up.

The data available on
the department of con-
sumer affairs portal
shows that the all India
daily average retail
prices of rice were higher
by 9.03 per cent, wheat by
14.39 per cent, and wheat
flour by 17.87 per cent
compared to a year ago.
The all-India daily aver-
age wholesale prices of
rice were higher by 10.16
per cent, wheat by 15.43
per cent, and wheat flour
by 20.65 per cent.

Rice is a staple food in
the entire country, and
the ministry of agricul-
ture has just estimated
the kharif rice output at
104.99 million tonnes
which is lower than 111.6
MT (six per cent less)
compared to the produc-
tion in the last kharif
season. The ministry has
therefore admitted that
the domestic prices of
rice are showing “increas-

ing trend” and it may
“continue to increase” at
least for a year until the
next kharif season.

The dip in kharif pro-
duction is significant,
since rice is being dis-
tributed under the
National Food Security
Act. It would pose new
difficulties in procuring
sufficient quantity or rice
for Public Distribution
System of the country. It
should be noted that In-
dia has recently banned

rice-export to keep the
domestic prices in check,
but failed. Domestic
prices of rice continue to
rise.

The ministry has said
that the changes have
been done keeping in
mind the need to support
the ethanol-blending
programme that saves
costly oil imports and to
help the animal hus-
bandry and poultry
sector by reducing the
cost of animal feed that
has a bearing on the price
of milk, meat, and eggs.
However, export of bro-
ken rice has increased by
more than 43 times in the
past four years from just
0.51 lakh metric tonne in
2019 to 21.31 lakh per
tonne during April-Au-
gust 2022. It has impacted
the domestic prices of
broken rice from Rs16/
kg to Rs22/kg in the open
market. It adversely in-

creased the input cost for
poultry and animal hus-
bandry by 60-65 per cent
which in turn increased
the price of meat, egg,
and milk, contributing
thereby in the food infla-
tion.

Modi government has
very narrow options in
this regard. One the one
hand it needs not to di-
vert grains to industries
for ethanol production
when very large popula-
tion above 60 per cent
needing free food grains
because they cannot af-
ford to purchase them at
market price, and on the
other it needs to divert it
for ethanol production to
keep oil prices in control
and saving precious dol-
lars.

Modi government
seems to have no clue as
how to tackle the ticklish
situation. They are sim-
ply following the policy
of wait and watch for
now, though inflation is
hovering near seven per
cent which is an eight-
year high, and much
higher at tolerable limit
of RBI range of 4-6 per
cent. Reducing it to four
per cent is found to be
difficult by the RBI
through its monetary
policy, since it fears ag-
gressive rate hikes could
hurt economic growth.

Since growth and in-
flation have to be
balanced, both the fiscal
and monetary policy
would need very careful
consideration. However,
responsible officials in
both the Union govern-
ment and the RBI agree
on the need to bring down
inflation below six per
cent which they find com-
fortable. Despite
accommodative stance
with growth bias, RBI
could not prevent retail

inflation to rise to 7.79
per cent, highest in eight
years, in May, which was
driven by steep hike in
food prices. Inflation re-
mained high thereafter
and even in August it was
above seven per cent
again due to higher food
prices. It has tremen-
dous pressure on RBI to
raise interest rate, and
within a week on Septem-
ber 30, we would know
about the RBI action since
report on Monetary
Policy Committee is due
on that date.

Modi government has
tweaked is fiscal policy
in recent months which
has included reducing
taxes on gasoline and
diesel and imposing
curbs on export of rice,
sugar, etc, which also
failed to bring the infla-
tion below seven per
cent. With economic
growth of 13.5 per cent in
first quarter of 2022-23,
Modi government has
resorted to propaganda
of good governance to
sooth people’s strained
sentiments, but it is only
political. The fact is, it is
below the RBI’s forecast
of 16.2 per cent for the
period threatening the
overall growth projec-
tion of 7.5 per cent for the
full year, and now the
latest international esti-
mates forecast it to be
only seven per cent due
to elevated inflation and
tighter monetary condi-
tions.

India is certainly un-
dergoing a severe “cost
of living crisis” and the
poor vulnerable people
are being shaken by the
“food-shock”. Modi gov-
ernment must find out
ways and means to over-
come the crisis rather
adopting a policy of wait
and watch, which would
induce further shocks
after shock.

Dr Gyan Pathak

The data available on the department
of consumer affairs portal shows that

the all India daily average retail
prices of rice were higher by 9.03 per

cent, wheat by 14.39 per cent, and
wheat flour by 17.87 per cent com-

pared to a year ago
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The rupee is consis-
tently losing its value in
the last few years.  It has
fallen to 81.62 against
dollar on September 26,
and 81.94 on September
28, causing a spin in the
economy, with galloping
inflation. Sensex on Dalal
Street lost 3120 points,
because foreign funds
have stepped up selling.
Sensex continues a steady
fall. Government and RBI
are getting tizzy, often at
nervy loggerheads. In a
latest, the RBI is taking
steps to boost dollar
flows to prop up the ru-
pee. RBI could also open
a separate window to sell
dollars directly to the oil
companies.

Dollar continues to
surge with the yield on
the 10-year US treasury
bond hitting a 12-year
high at more than 4 per
cent. The dollar index
rose to a 20-year high of
114.8, increasing pres-
sure on rupee.

The day’s (September
28) session left investors
poorer by Rs 1.7 lakh
crore, and wealth erosion
in last six sessions
reached Rs 15 lakh crore.
During this period, for-
eign portfolio investors
(FPIs) sold stocks worth
Rs 15 560 crore: thus they
released this much
money into market, tak-
ing away equivalent of
dollars. The flight contin-
ues.

This is a typical scene
of monopoly financial
market.

‘Protecting’ rupee
by selling dollar
Since July 2022, the

RBI has been ‘protecting’
the rupee, keeping it
around 79-80 to dollar.
RBI suddenly left it float-
ing after that, and rupee
has crossed 81.

Foreign exchange re-
serves were down for
seventh consecutive
week. They were at a high
of 642 billion dollars on
September 3, 2021. But

 Rupee Losing Value, Financializing Economy
since then the reserves
have fallen to a low of 551
billion dollars last week,
an erosion of nearly 100
billion dollars. Why?
Because RBI is selling
dollars into market!

RBI net-sold 20 billion
dollars in March 2022,
drastically reducing the
foreign exchange buff-
ers.

Government claims
that ‘everything is OK’ (!);
the economic affairs sec-
retary has dismissed the
concern over depletion
of foreign exchange re-
serves. But the

economists have warned
against this risky busi-
ness. They insist that
some contrary steps will
have to be taken to attract
dollars rather than ‘re-
pel’ them. So, what to
do?! Government and
RBI are in a fix.

The chief economist of
Bank of Baroda suggests
insistance on exporters
remitting foreign ex-
change within a month.
Government may con-
sider taxing gold
imports, and also open a
separate window for the
oil companies. To re-
plenish deposits, the
banks are considering
asking the NRIs to de-
posit dollars faster.

There is a trade defi-
cit of 30 billion dollars
per month, and a current
account deficit (CAD) of
3.5 per cent to the GDP,
which was 1.2 per cent
last year, highest since
2013. CAD deficit means

more imports and less
exports, losing dollars.
The interest rate differen-
tial between dollar and
rupee has been decreas-
ing, pressuring the
rupee.

A vicious circle
What happens when

amount of liquid money
increases in the market?
It leads to inflation,
among others. What hap-
pens when the foreign
exchange reserve goes
down? There is more

rupee in the market: sell-
ers get more rupees for
same amount of exports.
High inflation and rising
interest rates affect con-
sumption rates and
economic activity.

If there is more money
and the rupee exchange
rates fall, measures will
have to be rushed to con-
tain inflation, reduce flow
of money into the
economy, increase inter-
est rates and repo rates.
Inflation needs control,
and major step is bring-
ing dollars into market.

The viciousness of
circle arising out of
financialization of the
economy is increasing.

Exporters in pharma,
consumable items, IT
and others gain by such
depreciation because
they get more rupees per
dollar, bringing pressure
on inflation, leading to
rising prices. Importers
suffer because they have

to pay more rupees for
same imports.

Even many exportable
items have high import
content, such as, automo-
biles, petroleum
products, several ma-
chinery, etc. When CAD
widens, India has to dip
into its foreign exchange
to finance this deficit in
the absence of dollar in-
flows by foreign
investors into the coun-
try.

 Financialization
depreciates rupee

and economy
Since beginning 2022,

FPIs have net-sold 23
billion dollars, contrib-
uting to inflation and loss
of value of rupee. FIIs
(foreign institutional in-
vestors) have sold more
than 3 lakh crore in Indian
equity market since Oc-
tober 2021, further
contributing to inflation.

Government since
2014 has followed
rightwing reactionary
economic policy, unlike
any other since indepen-
dence, acting on behalf of
handful of monopoly fi-
nancial oligarchs, who
are taking the economy
for a ride. Demonetiza-
tion withdrew money
from the market in favor
of the monopolists, and
brought it back in bigger
amounts, concentrating
in a few hands. Addition-
ally, massive printing of
fresh notes is on to meet
finance deficits.

Covid lockdowns
provided golden oppor-
tunities to Adanis and
Ambanis to join the top
ten of world billionaires,
through concentrating
massive amounts of as-
sets and liquid money,
flowing into market
through selling of pub-
lic assets and real
estates. Their assets have
doubled even while the
rupee is in a spin. So,
there is the economy of
finance capital and there
is the economy of falling

rupee, mutually comple-
menting each other at the
cost of people.

Economy is getting
import-oriented, tied to
US-led world economy.
True, there is growing
crisis in world economy,
with inflation and rising
prices threatening world,
affecting India too. But
world economy also
went through a severe
2008 crisis. Yet India re-
mained practically
unaffected, and that was
because India had a
powerful public sector
acting as a buffer.

Public sector is still
there but considerably
weakened, its role being
step by step handed over
to financial monopoly
oligarchy. Public sector
stood as a wall against
world crisis, which
shook world economy to
the roots but could not
touch India. Present gov-
ernment resorts to
finance capital rather
than public sector to face
crisis.

Government uses pre-
text of world crisis to
justify its policies.

Productive versus
finance capital
India is losing produc-

tive capital, while
gaining speculative one.
BJP-led government is
destroying MSMEs and
productive manufactur-
ing, which could have
garnered much-needed
foreign exchange and
reduced trade deficit.
Even  official data con-
firm this. They were
devastated during the
Covids, and have not re-
c o v e r e d .
Non-productive finan-
cial and speculative
sector guzzled massive
profits/assets out of
money economy, like
black holes! Speculative
finance-money economy,
minus production, is
playing havoc.

Contradiction be-
tween productive and
non-productive econo-
mies is growing rapidly,
deepening the crisis.

Anil Rajimwale



New Age Weekly

10 October 02–08, 2022

forced to live a life of
penury, said Amarjeet
observed. She called
upon the working class,
especially the daily wage
earners, to join hands in
the struggle against the
repressive regime and
not commit suicide.

She concluded with a
call to people to form a
solid unity and defeat the
anti-people government
in the Lok Sabha election
of 2024. “This is the best
tool to safeguard the in-
terests of the common
citizens of India”, She
said.

Speaking on the occa-
sion Dr Bhalchandra
Kango called upon forg-

ing a unity of all progres-
sive forces so that the
stooges of the capitalists
could be decisively de-
feated. He said that it is
the demand of the time
that all progressive
democratic forces op-
posed to the misrule of
Modi regime, must fight
unitedly, otherwise the
authoritarian regime will
eliminate all voices of
dissent in this country.
He said that a beginning
can be made by coming
together on the issues of
the common man. From
there we can move to-
wards policy based
united struggles. The fi-
nal goal could be

ideological unity, he con-
cluded.

The conference began
with the hoisting of the
Red Flag at the hands of
Maharashtra party vet-
eran Prof Tanaji
Thombre. At the begin-
ning of the inaugural
function, the chairman of
the reception committee,
Prof. Sahebrao Vighale
welcomed all the del-
egates and the
participants.

Tukaram Bhasme,
secretary of the
Maharashtra state party
state council was feted
with the prestigious
Com. Madhavrao
Gaikwad Lifetime

achievement award.
Bhasme donated the en-
tire amount of award Rs
31,000 to the organising
committee of the state
conference.

Uday Narkar, leader
of CPI (M) greeted the
conference on behalf of
the Communist party of
India (Marxist). He ap-
preciated the call issued
by the CPI for the unity
of all left and progressive
forces. Kishor Dhamale
greeted the conference on
behalf of the
Satyashodhak Commu-
nist party.  Greeting was
also received from CPI
(ML) that was read out by
Ram Baheti

Four hundred del-
egates from the 32
districts of the state (out

of 33 districts) partici-
pated in the
deliberations for three
days. On the last day a
new council was elected.
Adv Shubhash Lande
was unanimously
elected as the new secre-
tary of the state council.

Newspapers gave ex-
tensive coverage to the
conference. On the 2nd

day of the conference all
the newspapers of
Amaravati carried the
photos of the rally and in-
auguration on the front
pages. There was a de-
tailed report of the
speeches of Amarjeet
Kaur and Dr.
Bhalchandra Kango.
Some newspapers pub-
lished multiple photos of
the conference.

From Front Page
BJP Govt Responsible...

Com C K
Chandrappan Memorial
building was inaugurated
by CPI Kerala state coun-
cil secretary Kanam
Rajendran on the banks of
Kalladayar, near
Kulakkada in Kollam on
September 25, 2022. The
meeting was attended by
a huge number of party
workers from Kollam dis-
trict even though it was a
harthal day. Organizing
committee chairman K R
Chandramohan hoisted
the party flag on the pre-
mises of new building
followed by the inaugura-
tion of the memorial by the
party state council secre-
tary.

A dream came true for
the party workers of
Kerala who will be getting
opportunities to undergo
political training as per the
last wishes of Com
Chandrappan, one of the
tallest figures in the com-
munist movement of state
and country. Through this
memorial, the party is
planning to impart various
training programmes
ranging from disaster
management, political
studies and party school to
inculcate the party’s politi-
cal ideology to the party
workers. The building is
constructed in 17,000 sq ft.

Com C K Chandrappan Smarakam

A Tribute to the Communist Leader
Around 200 people can
stay and undergo training
in the three-floor building
at the same time. 

An open-air auditorium
with a capacity of 500
people, a mini conference
hall with a capacity of 50
people, a dining room
with a capacity of 200
people, two spacious kitch-
ens and a library area of
1,200 sq feet are also pro-
vided in the building.
Ample parking space, bio
park and a swimming pool
are the other attractions of
the centre. Disaster pre-
vention training including
first aid, fire-fighting,
Kalari (martial arts), scuba
diving, swimming, etc, will
be provided by the centre.

Binoy Viswam, party
national council secretary
unveiled the photo of Com
Chandrappan and
Pannian Ravindran, chair-
man, National Control
Commission opened the
library at the centre

Following the inaugu-
ral ceremony, a public
meeting was held at
Thazhath, Kulakkada
presided by P S Supal
Kollam party district sec-
retary. State council
secretary Kanam
Rajendran addressing the
massive public gathering
spoke in detail about the

contribution of Com C K
Chandrappan. It was
Com Chandrappan’s
wish to set up a centre for
Janaseva volunteers and

also a study- cum-research
centre for the coming gen-
erations.

Com Chandrappan
started his political work
when he was a student. He
represented Lak Sabha

thrice from Thalassery,
Kannur and Thrissur and
also represented Cherthala
in the Kerala state legisla-
tive assembly. He was a
good parliamentarian,
took part in Goa liberation
movement and was jailed

as a political prisoner on
various occasions in Delhi,
West Bengal and also in
other states. He was con-
sidered ideological face of
the communist party with
a pleasant approach in

every step, Kanam said.
The state secretary also

condemned the actions of
governor of Kerala, who is
always publicly criticising
the Left Front government.
He insisted that the gover-
nors’ post is only of
advisory in nature and
communist party has
made it clear many times
that the governor’s post is
an ornamental one as the
government is elected by
the people of the state
through democratic
means. He also ridiculed
the statement of governor
criticizing the leaders of
political parties.

This was followed by a
presentation of a report on
the building by by R
Ramesh. Binoy Viswam
and Pannian Ravindran
also addressed the public
gathering. CPI state assis-
tant secretaries Prakesh
Babu, Sathyan Mokeri,
executive committee
member Mullakkara
Ratnakaran, ministers K
Rajan, P Prasad, J Chinju
Rani, G R Anil, deputy
speaker Chittayam
Gopakumar and national
council member N
Anirudhan were also
present at the function.

R Ajayan

Kanam Rajendran inaugurating the C. K.
Chandrappan Smarakam
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Health refers to a state
of complete emotional
and physical well-being.
It is, therefore, important
that social and environ-
mental milieu is
conducive and fulfils the
criteria of better nutrition,
equitable distribution of
resources and affordable
healthcare facilities.
There have to be suffi-
cient conditions to
prevent mental health
issues.  For all this, it is
imperative to imbibe and
practice democratic val-
ues for rapprochement
of cultures, freedom of
expression, right to dis-
sent and right to demand
for better life. But when
these conditions are dis-
turbed because of
political and economic
interests of a few, physi-
cal and mental health are
bound to suffer.

Nature has bestowed
upon us life of the finest
creature on earth with a
promise to live in peace,
harmony, care for other
life forms and preserve
ecology for a sustainable
development. Diversity
is the essence of human
civilization. In our coun-
try we have different
cultures, languages, cus-
toms, dress codes and
above all the will and
strength to assimilate
other viewpoints. We
collectively have main-
tained unity in diversity.

For the last few years,
however, we are witness-
ing persistent attacks on
these values. Concocted
stories are being pro-
jected, history is being
distorted and false pro-
paganda unleashed
against those who dis-
agree. These
circumstances have cre-
ated prejudice and bias
against others in the
mind of people. These

Hatred is a Negative Emotion, Erodes Health

Nazism is Fascism, Opens
up Only to Finance

cause the feeling of alien-
ation and lead to
physical and mental
trauma.

During a visit to the
North East Delhi where
the communal violence
was perpetrated, we
could find several health
problems in the make-
shift arrangements for the
victims of violence. As in
all refugee camps, these

health issues were a re-
sult of lack of proper
food, hygiene facilities,
lack of family atmo-
sphere and privacy of a
home. The sense of inse-
curity could be seen in
the minds of all, particu-
larly among women and
children.  It was evident
that the violence was en-
gineered by some vested
interests. Similar situa-
tion was witnessed
during violence against
the Sikhs in 1984. Terror-
ist violence during that
period also had similar
overtones.

The worst kind of
massacre in our country

occurred during Parti-
tion in 1947 when
Hindus, Sikhs and Mus-
lims killed each other
because a propaganda of
hate was unleashed
against each other. Over
1.5 crore persons mi-
grated from one place to
the other, the biggest

ever in the history of
mankind. Trains were
full with people sitting
even on their roof top. At
many places they were
looted, killed and
women raped. Many
perished on the way be-
cause of lack of food and
absence of medical care.
Several pregnant women
died because they did
not get timely care. The
violent nature of the par-
tition created an
atmosphere of hostility
and suspicion between
India and Pakistan that
affects their relationship
to this day. The sense of
mistrust against each

other generated through
hate mongering against
the other community re-
sulted in killing of about
20 lakh people.

That was the time of
colonial rule, which had
conspired to split the
continent on communal
lines both in terms of
geography and social
relations. But now we
have our own elected
government and we ex-
pect the government to be
impartial and work as
per our Constitution.
But when the State sup-
ports falsehood and hate,
the situation is bound to
get worse. It was unex-
pected of the Prime
Minister to speak the
words like ‘recognize
them form the clothes
they wear’. This was a
clear signal to the band-
wagon to go berserk and
be rest assured of no
punitive action.

When a minister of
state gave an open call
‘Goli Maro Saalon Ko’,
he should have been rep-
rimanded. But instead he
has been promoted as a
cabinet minister. What
happened during
Godhra we do not exactly
know, but what hap-
pened in other places of
Gujarat when killing
hundreds of Muslims
with overt and covert
support of the then chief
minister occurred, is not
hidden from anyone. The
then Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee at that
time had to ask the chief
minister to do Raj
Dharma.

The resultant effect is
the incidents of mob
lynching, hitherto un-
known in our country.
Instead of punishing the
accused it is the victims
who have been put be-
hind bar in many

instances. Release of the
rapist and the killers of
family of Bilkis Bano is a
clear-cut signal. It was
well synchronized with
date and time when the
Prime Minster spoke of
respect to women and
stringent punishment to
the rapists from the Red
Forte on August 16, 2022
that all the 11 accused
were released.

A letter by Umar
Khalid published in The
Wire sharing his anguish
to a well wisher, he says
being jailed for which he
has not been offered any
reason nor any investiga-
tion to know the truth has
to be taken seriously. The
judgment of Allahabad
High court while grant-
ing bail to Dr Kafeel
about his illegal deten-
tion should be an eye
opener.

It is not just the people
of minority community,
who at present form
nearly 50 per cent of the
undertrials under
UAPA, but people from
majority community who
question the wrong will
also meet similar fate.
Subodh Kumar, the po-
lice inspector killed in
Bulandshahar by the
unruly mob belonged to
majority community.

It is time to speak now,
otherwise with such in-
cidents on the rise, social
cohesion, which is so
essential for health, edu-
cation, and inclusive
growth will suffer. It
would be naïve to think
that we cannot become
Germany of Nazis. It
must also be remem-
bered that hatred
towards any community
is not forgotten for gen-
erations.

Dr Arun Mitra
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cratic forces are also
there.

He said that the party
leaders should
strengthen their
branches in the districts,
only then the party can
move forward.

He called upon the
present representatives
and alternate representa-
tives to take the party’s
line down to the masses
and lead the people’s
struggle on the basis of
the party’s political pro-
posal.

Representatives of
Left and Democratic par-
ties also addressed the
delegate session among
whom were mainly
Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist) leader Ravi
Mishra, CPI(ML) leader
Anil Verma and
Loktantrik Janata Dal
leader Zubair Ahmed
Qureshi conveyed their
messages.

Presenting the politi-
cal report of the state, the
party’s state secretary Dr.
Girish Chand Sharma
said that this report is of
48 pages, he will present
it in a nutshell.

He started his speech
with the war between
Russia and Ukraine and
said that the way the war
is evolving, there is a
danger that it may turn
into a world war. He said
that today our party is
standing in support of the
poor and in the coming
days also we will fight.

We have to defeat
Modi Yogi first and then
only such a government
would get support. We
also have to bring the
youth forward in the
party. The poor and ex-
ploited people of the
country, their interest
must to be protected.

He called upon the
party workers and repre-
sentatives to read the

political report and put
forth their views in the
debate to be held on Oc-
tober 14-18.

After the presentation
of the political report, the
organizational report
was presented, which
was presented by the
party’s State Assistant
Secretary, Com. Arvind
Raj Swarup. He said that
our conference should

be held in 3 years, but
due to Corona, today we
are able to hold this con-
ference in 4 years. . He
said that his report is of
62 pages which shows
what work we have done
and what we have to do
next. Delegates need to
read this report carefully,
because it also mentions
our shortcomings and
how we should over-
come them. He focused
his attention on the party
branch and said that we
have to make our party
branches really active,
we have to equip each
and every worker of the
branch with party educa-
tion. The district
committees of the party
have to be activated and
the party funds have to
be collected for the

smooth running of the
party. He called upon the
party of Uttar Pradesh to
collect a fund of one
crore rupees.

He insisted that the life
of the party is the branch.
In fact party has pub-
lished the report of the
activities of the party
mass organizations in
our document and we
will have to strengthen

the party branch in the
coming times as well as
strengthen the mass or-
ganizations of the party.
He said that it has be-
come imperative for us to
make to make CPI a party
of the youth.

He also appealed that
we have to try to form Jan
Seva Dal in Uttar Pradesh
and also bring the intel-
lectuals under the
influence of the party,
because nowadays most
of the intellectuals seem
to have lost their way.

He said that while our
party is a revolutionary
party and it fights for the
people outside the Par-
liament also, that is
because we believe in
parliamentary democ-
racy. The party will have
to participate in all kinds

of elections and in the
post poll days, work for
the masses. He did his
best to help the general
public. He called upon
the party representatives
to read the report care-
fully and when you go
back to your districts,
keeping in mind the
things mentioned in it,
work to increase the in-
fluence of the party to the
bottom. Political work, if
the organization is
strong,  will become

easier and we will be able
to help the people more.

On the second day of
the conference, on Sep-
tember 25, the party’s
assistant secretary,
Imtiaz Ahmed, presented
a condolence motion
and expressed deep con-
dolences to his deceased
comrades and a two-
minute silence was
observed to pay their
respects.

Com. America Singh
Yadav, convener of the
resolution committee,
on behalf of the resolu-
tion committee moved
the proposals with nec-
essary amendments. The
above proposals were
accepted unanimously.

Both the political and
organizational reports
were debated very posi-

tively by the delegates
throughout September
25.

The debate was very
courteous and decent.
Colleagues also criti-
cized but that criticism
was also positive.

The circumstances
were such that the repre-
sentatives who came
from the districts wanted
to express their views
and from some districts
up to 3 representatives.

 About mor than a 60
delegate took part in the
debates that lasted for
more than about 8 hours.

After the debate, State
Secretary Dr. Girish
Chand Sharma re-
sponded to the views
raised by the representa-
tives on the Political
Report and State Assis-
tant Secretary, Com.
Arvind Raj Swarup, on
the Organizational Re-
port.

Both the reports were
adopted separately with
necessary amendments
unanimously.

The delegates present
and the alternate repre-
sentatives expressed
their consent in support
of the report and slogans
of ‘Communist Party of
India, Zindabad’ were
raised.

The report of the Cre-
dential Committee was
placed as soon as the ses-
sion commenced on
September 26, the last
day of the conference.

220 delegates partici-
pated in the conference
but only 199 filled forms
were received. 21 people
did not fill and submit
the credential form.

The said report was
unanimously accepted
by the party representa-
tives.

Due to the ill-health of
Treasurer Com. Pradeep
Tiwari, he had to be ab-
sent, so the party’s
account report was pre-

A view of the delegate session

On Page 14
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Diary of
International

Events
C. Adhikesavan

The Secretary General
of the United Nations (UN),
António Guterres, recently
warned that the world is
going through an “unprec-
edented global hunger
crisis,” affecting hundreds
of millions of people; a ca-
tastrophe caused by food
shortages resulting from
the impacts of climate
change, the years of the
coronavirus pandemic,
inequality, poverty, the
world crisis, the war in
Ukraine and sanctions
policies, but the USA led
NATO is pushing the
world to the brink of a war.

Between January and
May 2022 alone, the United
States has committed more
than 40 billion dollars in
support to Ukraine in the
context of the war, and the
European Union more
than 27 billion euros; how-
ever, to address the current
food crisis, the West has
contributed just 5 billion
dollars to UN efforts.

He stressed out that no
country will be immune to
its social and economic
repercussions, while pre-
dicting that this situation
will lead to several famines
being declared in 2022,
and that 2023 could be even
worse.

Guterres has insisted on
UN efforts for peace in
Ukraine and to unblock the
export of food and fertiliz-
ers from the conflict
countries, one of the main
causes of the uncontrol-
lable food and fuel price
soaring, which has deep-
ened the current crisis.

He has called for debt
relief for poor countries to
help them get their econo-
mies afloat, and for the
private sector to help sta-
bilize food markets.

Likewise, the Food and
Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations
(FAO) revealed in its re-
cent Food Outlook report
that the global cost of food
imports will increase by  51

World Cries for Peace, Food

NATO Pushing the World for
More Weapons, Military Bases

billion dollar as compared
to 2021, and that it is wor-
rying that many
vulnerable countries are
paying more but receiving
less food.

While there are growing
calls for peace, to mitigate
Third World debts; to cre-
ate UN financial funds to
face the critical moment; to
stop the war in Ukraine, as
it is an open source of in-
stability in Europe; to
assume responsible policies
against climate change
and to face global migra-

tory instability, the West
only responds with threats
and more confrontation,
with ridiculous contribu-
tions to the solution of such
challenges and betting ev-
erything on war.

Every statement of the
government of the United
States, its closest allies and
NATO, overflows with
arrogance, interference
and the irresponsibility of
stirring up the conflict in
Kiev even more, and un-
veiling a veiled declaration
of hostility, without much
diplomacy, against Mos-
cow and Beijing.

This hegemonic, impe-
rial, pro-American and
confrontational purpose
was made clear at the
opening of the NATO
Summit in Madrid by its

Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg.

Rather than a Summit
to fix the problems that
threaten humanity, its pro-
jections are for more
weapons, a multi-million-
dollar military aid for
Ukraine, increased NATO
siege against Moscow, in-
creased spending and
investment in the war in-
dustry, new military bases
of the United States in Eu-
rope, more intelligence
coordination than hu-
manitarian aid to stop

migratory flows from the
“southern flank” (new de-
nomination); of more fear
to justify new concerted
sanctions against Russians
and Chinese, with an ar-
rogant discourse of cold
war in times of nuclear
risks, when the American
and British leaders persist
in showing their teeth.

To deal with the current
food crisis, the West has
contributed no more than
5 billion dollars to UN ef-
forts.

As if that were not
enough, the first an-
nouncements of the
delegation headed by
Biden at the Madrid Sum-
mit were that it will
strengthen its military
presence in Poland, Roma-
nia, Spain, Italy, the United

Kingdom and Germany, as
well as in the Baltic region.
He also informed that ro-
tating deployments with
armour, aviation, air de-
fense and special
operations forces in the
Baltic will be “increased”.

While the world needs
and demands peace, de-
mands food, fuel and
fertilizer prices at lower
prices, the drums of war
are beating under the lead-
ership of Joseph Biden,
Stoltenberg and the British
Prime Minister, who are
taking advantage of the se-
rious crisis they fomented
with the war in Ukraine to
further consolidate the ex-
pansionism of NATO and
Washington’s geostrategic
interests.

Against the odds of
hunger, death or the Third
and last World War (of
nuclear extermination),
the White House and the
West persist in preventing
peace in spite of the high
number of victims, ex-
penses, impacts or crises
provoked on the planet, al-
ready stunned by
pandemics, droughts,
famines, uncontrolled mi-
grations and other wars of
pillage or plunder, at the
Pentagon’s expense.

Although some Ameri-
can and European
commentators crudely
describe the potential dan-
gers of the warmongering
attitude of Biden and his
allies, they do not hide the
weight that the interests of
the Democratic Party
group, which is focused on
preventing the return of
Trump and the Republi-
cans, have in everything
that is happening, and they
need a high-voltage con-
flict of great tension to help
them position themselves
in the “patriotic” current
that will allow them to win
the mid-term elections
next November.

Regarding the results of
the Madrid Summit, a

Spanish commentator
bluntly referred:

“NATO, which had
been diagnosed as “brain
dead” by President Ma-
cron, has received a
miraculous expansionist
boost (...) Whether such ex-
pansion offers more
security is written in the
stars, even if they are the
stars of the American flag,
since American govern-
ments have always
operated according to their
own designs or interests,
unilaterally, as we have
seen in Afghanistan and in
other conflicts.”

Mass strike wave
sweeps Britain
Waves of strike action

are to sweep across Britain
as tens of thousands of
workers unleash their
strength following 10 days
of restraint in the period
before the Queen’s funeral.
More than 500 Liverpool
dockworkers will be the
first in action as they strike
for two weeks continu-
ously over pay.

In Felixstowe, 1,900
other dockworkers who
were already involved in
strike action will strike for
eight days on September
27. But this week, they will
be in Liverpool to show
solidarity with their com-
rades there.

On October 1, more
than 170,000 workers will
be out as the Communica-
tions Workers Union and
rail unions RMT, Aslef, and
TSSA take action together,
paralyzing the rail net-
work and postal services.

Lawyers, garbage col-
lectors, airport workers,
college lecturers, and
cleaners have also dates set
for strike action.

L i v e r p o o l ’ s
dockworkers, who are
members of Unite, have
rejected a 7 per cent pay
increase as inflation con-
tinues to hover around 10
per cent, describing the
dock owners’ proposal as
“a pay cut dressed up as a
rise.”
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sented by the party’s state
secretary, Dr. Girish
Sharma, which was ac-
cepted unanimously.

On behalf of the Pre-
sidium, the State
Secretary of the Party and
other office bearers hon-
ored each and every
member of the Reception
Committee and the Vol-
unteer and the
distinguished Veteran
companions were hon-
ored by presenting them
with a bag and a vase. In
this episode. First of all,
State Secretary of the
party, Girish Chand
Sharma, first honored the
well-known leader of the
party, Motilal Advocate,
who was a member of the

Central Control Commis-
sion, and made the entire
conference a
success.Party’s district
secretary Phoolchand Pal
was also honored. There
was a mutual respect for
each other and expressed
emotionally.

Now two more points
of the agenda had to be
taken up. One was the
formation of the State
Council and the election
of its secretary and the
election of representa-
tives to the Centre.

On the basis of the
membership of different
districts, as per the cen-
tral instructions, the
number of members of
the state council was re-
duced in this conference

compared to the previous
conference and this year
a total of 73 members
were elected in the state
council. Apart from this,
there were seven candi-
date members and five
State Control Commis-
sion members. All the
above numbers were
unanimously accepted in
the conference.

Thereafter a meeting
of the newly formed State
Council was convened,
which was presided over
by America Singh Yadav.

Party state secretary
Dr. Girish Chandra
Sharma informed the
council that only new
secretary would be
elected in this council
meeting and other com-
mittees of the party
would be formed after
convening the council

Call to Continue Struggle...
From Page 12

meeting after the
Vijayawada general ses-
sion.

This proposal of the
Secretary of State was
accepted unanimously.

The state secretary
then put forward his pro-
posal and said that he
has completed 4 terms as
the state secretary, and
hence he cannot take the
next term. He said that the
party’s state assistant
secretary, Arvind Raj
Swarup, had been with
the party for a long time.
He has looked after the
party and its
organisation ably, so it
would be appropriate
that he should be made
the secretary of the state.

On this proposal of
the secretary of state, the
state council elected

Arvind Raj Swarup as its
new State Secretary
amidst great joy and gai-
ety.

The presidium an-
nounced the end of the
conference.

It is also worth men-
tioning that the District
Council of Fatehpur
worked hard and suc-
cessfully. The
conference was held in a
small town called
Khaga. Arrangements for
lodging, arrangements
for food, volunteers etc.,
arrangements for the
smooth running of the
conference, were all very
good, despite the fact that
it kept raining inces-
santly.

Krantikari Lal Salute
to the District Council of
Fatehpur!
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– Compiled by C. Adhikesavan

After Indian external affairs minister
S. Jaishankar questioned the US’s logic
behind supplying the F-16 jet package to
Pakistan and its reliance on Islamabad,
Washington responded that both South
Asian rivals are its “partners” with “dif-
fering points of emphasis”.

Meanwhile, US Secretary of State An-
thony Blinken publicly advised visiting
Pakistan foreign minister Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari to evolve a “responsible relation-
ship” with India, ahead of the former’s
meeting with Jaishankar a day later. –
thewire.in, September 28.

***
Perched atop a hillock in Hyderabad’s

Dhoolpet is a 52-feet Hanuman statue
overlooking the Goshamahal assembly
constituency represented by controver-
sial and now-suspended Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) legislator T. Raja Singh. An
ingenious mix of visible Hindu religiosity
with an emotional element that he is the
lone representative of the Lodha commu-
nity in Telangana has helped Singh to
have a political trajectory much like the
oversized Hindu religious symbols he
has championed. From a small-time busi-
nessman with a criminal record to a

corporator to a two-term legislator, he has
had a meteoric rise in politics – or, to be-
come what his supporters and admirers call
a ‘Hindu Hriday Samrat’.

His recent comments against Prophet
Muhammed, which resulted in a huge con-
troversy and his landing in jail, are often
the kind of statements and controversies that
he has used to capture the public imagina-
tion – for good or bad. But, for his
constituents and admirers in Goshamahal
in the Old City of Hyderabad, he has brought
the attention and the spotlight of the national
media to Goshamahal. – thewire.in, Septem-
ber 25.

***

The Delhi High Court declined to stay
the order dismissing Satish Chandra
Verma, a Gujarat cadre IPS officer who
had assisted the SIT in its probe into the
2004 Ishrat Jahan alleged fake encounter
case, a month before his scheduled retire-
ment. The bench of Justices Sanjeev
Sachdeva and Tushar Rao Gedela, how-
ever, asked the Centre to file a reply
within eight weeks to Verma’s plea chal-
lenging his dismissal. He was dismissed
from service on August 30, a month ahead
of his scheduled retirement on Septem-
ber 30. —  The Indian Express, September
27.

The leaders of Dalit
Shoshan Mukti Manch
(DSMM), All India Agri-
cultural Workers Union
(AIAWU), All India Dalit
Rights Movement
(AIDRM), Bhartiya Khet
Mazdoor Union (BKMU)
and All India Agricul-
tural Rural Labour
Association (AIARLA)
have issued the follow-
ing statement on
September 27, 2022 an-
nouncing the plan to
organize a national con-
vention against growing
attacks on Dalits on No-
vember 5, 2022:

We, the undersigned
leaders of Dalit Shoshan
Mukti Manch (DSMM),
the All India Agricul-
tural Workers Union

National Meet on Nov 5
against Dalit Attacks

(AIAWU), the All India
Dalit Rights Movement
(AIDRM), Bhartiya Khet
Mazdoor Union
(BKMU), All India Agri-
cultural Rural Labour
Association (AIARLA),
are organizing a national
convention against
growing attacks on
Dalits.  The convention
will be held in Delhi on
November 5 and organi-
zations, groups and
individuals fighting for
Dalit rights will be in-
vited.

Crimes against Dalits
and Adivasis have seen
a steep hike in the last
eight years. The
Manuvadi nature of the
BJP and the Sangh
Parivar, which are in con-

trol of the central and
several state govern-
ments are certainly
responsible for this. It is
during this period, in
2018 that the Supreme
Court gave a ruling that
would have rendered
the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes (Pre-
vention of Atrocities) Act
(SC/ST POA Act) tooth-
less and it is only because
of the nation-wide pro-
tests that Parliament
intervened to undo the
damage.  It cannot be for-
gotten that many young
Dalit protestors were
shot dead and hundreds
spent months in jail.

The Corona pandemic
was cruel especially to
Dalits. As frontline work-

ers, as those who attend
to the dead in crematoria
and graveyards, as sani-
tation workers, as
migrant workers and as
the poorest of the poor
they had to face terrible
ordeals.

Attacks that humili-
ate, maim and kill Dalits
are occurring with fright-
ening frequency and the
physical attacks, rapes
and murders of Dalit
women and young girls
are a daily affair.  The
Hathras case is an ex-
ample of the way in
which the BJP govern-
ment of UP used all its
powers to protect the
dominant caste accused.
The case is progressing
at a snail’s pace and the

family of the murdered
victim is living in terror.

The government’s
policies are also exclud-
ing more and more
Dalits from access to edu-
cation and decent
employment.

The convention will
not only discuss these
issues but will set up a
broad platform of all
those who want to take
the struggle to protect
and expand Dalit rights
forward.  It will also give
a call for nation-wide
struggles.

The signatories to the
statement are Subhashini
Ali of DSMM), B Venkat
of AIAWU, V S Nirmal of
AIDRM, G Goria of
BKMU and Dhirendra Jha
of AIARLA.
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LUCKNOW: The 24th

state conference of the
CPI Uttar Pradesh state
council was held from
September 23 to 25, in
Khaga town of Fatehpur
district. Delegates who
came from all the districts
participated with great
enthusiasm and took a
vow to remove the right-
wing BJP government
from the state and the
country.

On September 23,
party workers took out a
huge procession in
Khaga town facing
scorching sun. In the
front line were the party
district leaders, state
leaders and observer
from Centre Atul Kumar
Anjaan, Motilal, Advo-
cate Phoolchand Pal and
others. The procession
culminated in Khaga’s
Nagar Palika Maidan
where a public meeting
began soon after, pre-
sided over by Ram Avtar
Singh, a former chairman
of the Municipal Coun-
cil and veteran party
leader. The meeting was
conducted by the party’s
state secretary Arvind

24th Conference of UP State CPI

CALL TO CONTINUE STRUGGLE
AGAINST THE RIGHT

Raj Swarup.
Addressing the meet-

ing the party’s state
assistant secretary and
former MLA Imtiaz
Ahmed strongly at-
tacked the communal
policies of the BJP and
attempts by its leaders to
create communal
polarisation in the coun-
try. He called upon the
general public to save
the secular spirit and the
structure of the country
as enshrined in our Con-
stitution.

Addressing the gath-
ering, the party’s state
secretary, Dr Girish
Chandra Sharma said
that during the regime of
the BJP government,
there has been an alarm-
ing increase in the
sufferings of the people.
Inflation is continuously
on rise, democracy is
being weakened and
opposition views are
being suppressed with
by the rule of law and the
stick of law. In Uttar
Pradesh itself, the entire
social system has failed
under the rule of the BJP.

He called upon the
public to move forward
to change the anti-people
developments and as-
sured that every worker
of the Communist Party
of India will stand with
the people.

On this occasion,
party national council
secretary Atul Kumar
Anjaan, in his address
said that the government
of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is con-
tinuously attacking the
Constitution, democ-
racy, and the multiplicity
of our culture. It is work-
ing against the interests
of the farmers and is con-
tinuously snatching the
rights of the workers. It
has thrown to winds the
sanctity of the constitu-
tional establishment of
the country. It wants to
establish a fascist state.
But people all over the
country are fighting
against this government
and its effect was visible
in the change of power in
Bihar. People have hope

that the government can
be changed. He called
upon the people to stand
with the movements of
the Communist Party of
India and be fearless.

In the midst of the
leaders’ address, the
IPTA team of Fatehpur
Khaga presented a play
on Munshi Premchand’s
story ‘Sawa Seer Wheat’.

After the conclusion of
the public meeting the
delegates session began
in Comrade Mukundi
Lal Gupta Hall. Senior
party leader and former
state secretary of the
party Ashok Mishra
hoisted the party flag
while delegates led by
Mukhtar Ahmed, Con-
trol Commission
member, Hari Jain and
America Singh Yadav
sung the flag anthem.

The delegate session
was presided over by a
seven-member pre-
sidium consisting Imtiaz
Ahmed, Janardan Ram,
Kamil Amit Yadav,
Nisha Singh Rathore,
Kanti Mishra, Motilal
and Rajesh Tiwari. A
seven-member Creden-

tial Committee was also
elected. A resolution
committee with America
Yadav was also set up.

At the beginning of the
conference, President
Om Prakash Dubey wel-
comed the visiting
delegates and alternate
representatives and lead-
ers and conveyed the
historical importance of
district Fatehpur Khaga.

Inaugurating the del-
egate session, Atul
Kumar Anjaan, the Cen-
tral Observer and
member of the CPI Na-
tional Secretariate, said
in his address that we
must pay more attention
to rural areas as well.
There is gross unem-
ployment, suicides and
starvation. We have to
work among the rural
masses.

In the last party con-
vention that was held in
Kollam, Kerala, the party
gave the slogan that a Left
Front should be formed
in the country. Its efforts
are still going on and
talks of joining the demo-

Arvind Raj Swarup

CPI national council secretary Atul Kumar Anjaan inaugurating the UP state conference

On Page 12
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