
New Age Weekly

1October 09–15, 2022

  Vol. 70  No. 41     (Total Pages 16)   New Delhi       October 09–15, 2022      Price: Rs.7

Central Organ of the Communist Party of In

On Other Pages

WeeklyCentral Organ of the Communist Party of India
New Age Fight Back Rising

Atrocities against Dalits......03
Flag March Launched from

Kollam to Vijaywada........11

TOWARDS 24TH CONGRESS OF COMMUNIST
PARTY OF INDIA, OCT 14–18, VIJAYAWADA

CPI Kerala State Conference

KERALA SHOWS THE WAY

“It is the people of
Kerala and the party unit
in the state that made a
historic breakthrough
and broke one-party rule
in India. The people of the
state voted in support of
the Communist Party
and the first democrati-
cally elected communist
government was
formed. It is again the
people of the state who
have retained the left
democratic front in
power for all these
years,” said Communist
Party of India general
secretary D Raja in his
address to the state con-
ference of Kerala. The
general secretary also
paid tributes to the great
leaders MN Govindan
Nair, N E Balaram, P K
Vasudevan Nair,
Veliyam Bhargavan, P K

Kodiyan, Chitharanjan, S
Kumaran, C Achutha
Menon, K V
Surendranath and C K
Chandrappan who con-
tributed a lot towards
building the party as
well as for the develop-
ment of the state. He was
inaugurating the del-
egate session of the
conference on the second
day that was on October
1, 2022.

Raja said that we,
communists, are fighting
to build up a new social
system, against eco-
nomic exploitation,
against casteism, against
patriarchy. Our fight is to
create a classless, caste-
less new India, a socialist
India, as the future of In-
dia lies with the red flag.
Imperialism today is in
deep crisis. The new lib-

eral economic policies
have proved to be a di-
saster, not only in our

country but across the
world. The entire world
is looking for an alterna-
tive, for a new future. The
alternative is nothing but
socialism. Referring to

Russia-Ukraine war, he
said that it is NATO
which is behind the war.

Coming to our own
country, Raja said Indian
economy was never be-

fore in such a bad shape.
The value of Indian ru-
pee is falling to
unprecedented low
levels. He recalled that
when Modi was the
chief minister of
Gujarat, he used to re-
mark that falling rupee
means falling of na-
tional honour.  Now he
is keeping quiet. Dur-
ing his nine years of
rule, prices of essential
items of daily use are

continuously rising, un-
employment is growing.
If you take hunger, India
ranks behind
Bangladesh and Nepal.

He pointed out that
certain corporate houses
are also looting our na-
tional and natural assets.
Adanis and Ambanis, the
biggest corporate
houses, are behind the
loot. The wealth for the
corporate houses keeps
rising and Adani is today
the second richest man in
the world.

The public sector in
our country which is the
backbone of our economy
is being privatised and
handed over to corporate
houses, irrespective of
whether they are in stra-
tegic sector or in
non-strategic sector. We
do not have reservation
in private sector, despite
our continuous struggle.
The RSS-BJP combine

R Ajayan
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CPI general secretary D Raja inaugurating the delegate session
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EditorialEditorialEditorialEditorialEditorial
“One of the most striking results of

the path of capitalist development is
the concentration of Capital with eco-
nomic power in the hands of big
monopolies who enrich themselves at
the expense of people and even other
broad sections of the Indian bourgeoi-
sie… “

These are lines from our program
adopted by 22nd Party Congress held
at Puducherry on March 25-29, 2015.
It becomes very clear that the path of
finance capital moves through concen-
tration of capital in few hands. The fact
is that finance capital takes its shape
only when there is merger, of various
forces, which is called concentration
and the system it operates in requires
its centralization, that is exclusivity.
No other player is allowed. Since the
devastation that came with pandemic,
resources are getting accumulated as
the process of monopolization gets
sharper. In the process, the small and
medium industries and agriculture,
centers of production in rural and
urban areas that provide livelihood
are dying. Millions of small businesses
are getting simply shuttered down,
industries closing down, employment
rate diminishing, millions of workers
and employees have been perishing.
Humanity at a massive scale is either
walking miles to meet the two ends or
doing jobs that leaves them almost
starving. Even the middle class em-
ployees and entrepreneurs face the
same crisis as the common workers.
It is not only the workers and peasants
exploited, it is the entire non-monopoly
section that bears the burden of such
atrocities.

The unemployment situation in In-
dia remains grim.  Mass exit of labour
force during last few years has dis-
torted the labour force participation
in the economy and caused it to shrink
to an alarmingly low level.

India’s unemployment rate surged
to a one-year high of 8.3 per cent in Au-
gust as employment sequentially fell
by 2 million to 394.6 million, accord-

Economy in Country
Pushed to Brink

ing to data from the Centre for Monitoring
Indian Economy (CMIE). This is the high-
est unemployment rate since August
2021.

During July, the unemployment rate
was at 6.8 per cent and the employment
was 397 million, the CMIE data added.

Quite obviously, India urgently needs
an economic revival with revival in job
market with employment generation.

According to CMIE data, 70 percent
of the share of wealth is today concen-
trated in the hand of only ten percent. In
the days of lock down and in its after-
math, as there was no succor for the larger
masses, hunger, deprivations and deaths
were common sight. Covid 19 has polar-
ized productive and finance capital as
never before. While world economy
slipped deeper into crisis, financial giants
accumulated wealth as never before,
mainly through speculation. The world
was never witness to such accumulation
of wealth, and that too so fast, and at the
same time, so much deprivation and
weakening of economy eating away the
roots.

As per the latest data released by the
National Statistical Office (NSO), infla-
tion in the food basket was 7.62 percent
in August, up from 6.69 percent in July
and 3.11 percent in August 2021. On an
annual basis, the rate of price rise was in
excess of 10 percent in the case of veg-
etables, spices, footwear, and ‘fuel and
light’.

The BJP government’s very refusal to
discuss the issue in Parliament amounts
to admitting failure to control inflation,
which can be attributed to government’s
flawed policies.

Food inflation has been particularly
worrisome. Domestic budgets started
feeling the pinch ever since
demonetisation began to rob people of
their livelihood, in the process sucking
up all the demand in the economy.

The government at the centre has not
just heaped mounting miseries on people,

it has also comprehensively manipu-
lated the data.  This is often done to
either hide the failures of the govern-
ment or to show a growth that never
happened.

With production process in turmoil
while monopolies keep reaping the
gains, and been evolving, the basic con-
tradiction of monopoly capitalism as
corporate sector gets strengthened. It
has been the evolution of dialectics,
reaching out to a stage that has both
the old and new features that are get-
ting ushered in.  Development is
always relative, and nothing is out of
blue. Roots are there but relevant only
till it spaces out for the new. As the mo-
nopolization goes further, there
emerges a new socio- economic real-
ity, which has no precedence. We are
witness to each of its features.

The phenomenon is unprecedented
and new. It has the new basics. The pro-
ductive forces have been developing
in a novel way moving towards scien-
tific and technological revolution and
democratizing the entire masses of
non-monopoly sections. On the other
hand, with concentration of capital,
contradictions also get sharper as the
capital keeps moving away from pro-
duction and towards speculation and
stock market.

When Lenin wrote about imperial-
ism and finance capital, he also
visualized the agony of the entire non-
monopoly section of the masses and
the rising need for assertion of their
unity to face the challenge. His “Two
Tactics of Social Democracy” was the
script for the democratic revolution
based on unity of all these sections.

It was on these lines that the Com-
munist Party of India in its program
adopted in 2015 carried forward the
concept of democratic revolution, and
said clearly, “…This… has to be anti-
feudal, anti-imperialist and
anti-monopolist.” (Para 9.1)
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We are celebrating 75th

year of our indepen-
dence and our prime
minister proudly
claimed that we are now
in the cusp of Amrit Kaal.
In these times of Amrit
Kaal in Lakhimpur Kheri
of UP, two Dalit sisters
were raped and mur-
dered, their bodies left
hanging from a tree. In
Rajasthan, a Dalit school
student was beaten (who
later succumbed to inju-
ries) for touching a water
pot meant for Upper
caste Hindus.  Atrocities
continue unabetted.
When such stories come
in the lime light, they
shock the nation, but
nothing is done to stop
them by the establish-
ment.

These incidents are
only a fraction when com-
pared to the violence and
oppression that Dalits
are experiencing every-
day even after 75 years of
independence. Accord-
ing to data revealed
(NCRB, 2021), since 1991,
over seven lakh atrocities
are officially registered
with police. That is about
five for every hour. These
are only just the officially
registered cases. But a
large number of them
routinely go unregis-
tered out of fear from the
perpetrators of crime
generally belonging to
higher castes. According
to the data revealed
by the National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB),
recorded cases on atroci-
ties rose from 45,961 in
2019 to 50,900 in 2021,
and that amounts to an 11
per cent increase in
atrocities against Dalits
in the country.

Fight Back Rising
Atrocities against Dalits

More atrocities in
BJP-ruled states
During the last three

years (2019-21), unfortu-
nately almost all Bhartiya
Janata Party-ruled states
reported significantly
larger-than-average in-
crease (except Gujarat) of
crimes committed
against Dalits. The states
that recorded large num-
ber of atrocities include
Madhya Pradesh,
Haryana, Uttarakhand,
Goa, Himachal Pradesh,

Karnataka, and Uttar
Pradesh. There are also
opposition ruled states
that carry the feudal bag-
gage like Tamil Nadu,
Rajasthan, and
Maharashtra where
Dalits usually face atroci-
ties. Interestingly during
this period, the number
of atrocities significantly
declined in Bihar,
Chhattisgarh and
Jharkhand.

Sangh Parivar and
growing Caste

Oppression
It’s widely acknowl-

edged in academic
circles that caste oppres-
sion is systemic and
woven in the fabric of

Indian society. It may get
aggravated because of
government negligence
or even connivance de-
pending on which party
is in power. But of late,
the upper caste-oriented
ideology of the Sangh
Parivar, including the
BJP, is presumed to con-
tribute to this worrisome
situation of escalating
violence against Dalits.

Dalits are economically
poor, landless and wage
laborers, stigmatized
and marginalized for
centuries.

The chart below
shows the crime rate for
atrocities against Dalits
in states with over 40 lakh
Dalit population and
higher than the country-
wide average crime rate
of about 25 cases of atroci-
ties per lakh of Dalit
population.

It should be noted that
the northern belt states
ruled primarily by BJP
are showing higher rates
of crimes against Dalits.
It should also be noted
that the oppression of
Dalits continues un-

abated and across the
country whether ruled
by Congress (Rajastan) or
Biju Janata Dal (Orissa).

Strengthening laws
(Atrocities against SC/
ST), their diligent and
unbiased implementa-
tion through the police,
state administration and
courts are necessary to
combat atrocities com-
mitted. Besides,
fundamental change in
the social and economic
realms to improve status
of Dalits in villages must

be taken up immediately.
Only through measures
— like distribution of
land to Dalit landless,
jobs, education, housing,
and medical care — can
improve the material
basis for their empower-
ment in rural India. This,
of course, needs to be
accompanied by a
sweeping social cam-
paign to break the
practice of discrimina-
tion and violence.

The Brahminical so-
cial contract based on
Hindu caste order of
Manuvadi propogated
by Sangh Parivar keeps
away Dalits from active
resistance using ‘Karma’,
responsible chiefly for

Dr Soma Marla
their daily suffering and
discrimination.

There are 49.9 crores
of landless in Indian vil-
lages (2011 census, GOI).
The number of landless
poor was 14.43 crore
(Ashok Dalwai report,
2017), and estimated to
have reached to around
17 crore by January, 2022.
The landless
agricultural workers are
largely represented
by Dalits and very back-
ward sections. Despite 75
years of Independence,
land reforms remained
on papers. Almost 45.6
per cent of total culti-
vable land
remained with 7.67 per
cent rich land-owning
households. Strikingly
compared to all others
only 15.4 per cent of
Dalits own land that too
below 2.4 acres. Only by
distributing cultivable
land accompanied by
sincere and committed
efforts to improve hous-
ing, education and above
all maternal health facili-
ties will uplift socio,
economic status of Dalits
in villages. Improved
economic and social sta-
tus only help Dalit
community to resist op-
pression and abate
atrocities perpetrated by
upper castes in rural In-
dia.

B R Ambedkar suc-
ceeded to inspire across
all sections of Dalits,
despite existence of dif-
ferent sub-castes in the
community and capture
their imagination to fight
unitedly.  Only through
waging combined
struggles in unity with
all sections Dalits and
rural poor in villages will
help to successfully fight
back atrocities and social
oppression.

 Fig. Crime rate in states with more than 40 lakh SC population of Dalits,
NCRB, 2021.
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What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .

The three-day Karnataka
state conference
of Communist Party of In-
dia was inaugurated on
September 25, 2022 at
Hassan. 

The inaugural session
began with the hoisting
of the Party Flag. CPI
national council secre-
tary and leader of party’s
parliamentary group
Binoy Viswam MP inau-
gurated the conference.

In his inaugural ad-
dress, he underlined the

24th State Conference of Karnataka CPI
CPI Calls for Unity of Left Democratic Forces

need for building a
strong left movement in
the country to fight the
fascist RSS-BJP regime.
He urged the delegates
to decide on strategies
and movements to de-
throne the BJP
government both in the
state and at the Centre. 

Leaders of left parties
— CPI-M state secretary
Basavaraj, CPI-ML state
leader Mani, SUCI state
secretary Uma, AIFB
state secretary G R

Shivashankar greeted the
conference. 

The delegate session
continued for the second
day and delegates from
various districts dis-
cussed the report
presented by party state
secretary. After the adop-
tion of the report, the
conference elected on the
second day the office
bearers.

The conference
elected a 15-member
state council. The newly
elected state council re-
elected Saathi Sundaresh
as state secretary,
Vijayabhaskar and
Amjad as assistant secre-
taries and Shivraj Biradar
as treasurer. A nine-mem-
ber secretariat was also
elected. 

Binoy Viswam
wished every success to
the newly elected office
bearers and council

members. 
In the evening cultural

programs were con-
ducted. 

The conference con-
cluded on September 27
with a massive rally and
public meeting. People
of Hassan admired the
disciplined rally, at-
tended by thousands of
comrades with red flags.
Comrades marched with
new enthusiasm and
determination from

H B Harish Bala
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CPI national council secretary Binoy Viswam MP inaugurating the state conference

Dark in the stadium
Getting to watch live football after the dark days of the pandemic

would have counted among the pleasures and privileges of “nor-
mal” life, when the world opened up again. Stadium football can
be one of the most exhilarating communal experiences in sport, filled
with shared sighs and full-throated cheers. At Indonesia’s
Kanjuruhan stadium, though, police resorted to tear gas when a
section of the crowd ran onto the pitch after their team lost. One
hundred and twenty-five lives were lost in a stampede that resulted
from crowds fleeing tear gas shells, which hampered visibility, leading
to chaos and nervous panic that exacerbated the situation further.
It will count as one of the darkest days in football. Fans, including
17 children, struggling to breathe and dying in the football stadium
is a nightmare that will blight the beautiful game forever.

The authorities who proceeded to label the crowd “anarchic”
and justified the use of tear gas in what was a clear case of panick-
ing by the stadium cops, must now be held accountable for their
handling of the difficult situation. FIFA specifically prohibits “firearms
or ‘crowd control gas’ — carried or used” to maintain order at a
game. Passions in the Indonesian football crowds — especially in
the east Java derby — have been known to flare up around games,
which was all the more reason why the police ought to have been
better prepared with crowd control mechanisms, instead of bom-
barding them with gas shells.

Tickets were over-sold, but only fans of the home club were present
at the stadium — supporters of the rival club were kept out to avoid
the possibility of confrontation. And still, the police failed to step
up to the challenge. Lessons learnt from previous tragedies like
Hillsborough, should have applied here, especially given that the
stadium had only one entry/exit point. Crowd protocols in the future
must necessitate measures like barricading players at the end of the
match to dissuade anyone storming the field. Multiple access/egress
points, well-lit too, must be made mandatory. Fans will need to be

pre-emptively calmed, and police will need to be trained to handle
any eventuality with sensitivity and care. Heading into a World Cup,
the sport desperately needs to send out a message — win or lose,
your team will play the game, for football’s magic is in its forever
tomorrows.

Courtesy: The India Express

Last year’s winter
The health ministry said on October 2, 2022 that 3,375 new Covid

cases had been reported in the previous 24 hours. Exactly a year
ago the number was 24,354. But remember what happened in the
middle. Like the rest of the world, India was taken unawares by
Omicron, which went on to peak at 3.47 lakh new cases on Janu-
ary 21, 2022. Right now we are getting into a joyful stride with the
festive season. Our spirits as well as our economy really need these
celebrations after two years of going without. But why not celebrate
smartly?

As the Centre’s 75-day window for free precaution doses for those
aged between 18-59 years closed on September 30, less than 20 per
cent of eligible persons had been boosted. Public messaging about
the programme never really picked up, with many Indians unclear
why they need another vaccine shot for a disease that has waned
all around them. At around 25 per cent of the population, India
also has the world’s highest number of unvaccinated persons. When
the WHO director general said that the end of the pandemic is in
sight, he also emphasised that now is the time to “make sure we
cross the line and reap the rewards of all our hard work.” It is this
message – that updated vaccinations will be the crucial protection
against any future waves of infections, whether caused by some
subvariant of Omicron or a new variant of concern — that just hasn’t
gotten through.

If we are lucky, Omicron, the last named Covid variant in ten
months, will be the last overall. But a country that makes its own
vaccines should also make its own luck. Sure, let’s party, but only
with a booster in our arms.

Courtesy: The Times of India



New Age Weekly

5October 09–15, 2022

The issue of over-
charging by the corporate
hospitals has been a mat-
ter of much concern. In
2017 it came to limelight
when a child suffering fro
m Dengue Fever could
not be saved in the Fortis
hospital, Gurgaon but
the parents were billed
Rs.15 Lakhs. The family
alleged that the hospital
charged for 660 syringes,
1600 gloves for the period
of 15 days for which the
child was admitted. The
hospital authorities clari-
fied that all protocols
were followed during the
treatment. Negligence
was not the issue in this
case but lack of empathy
on the part of the hospi-
tal administration and
overcharging hurt the
grieving family of the
child who is no more.

Corporate Hospitals, A Trauma for Ailing Poor
Since the treatment for

the advanced care has
become expensive, many
a times the charges be-
come a cause of
contention between the
patient and the hospital
authorities. Now this has
been officially confirmed
by the Competition Com-
mission of India (CCI)
that has found some cor-
porate hospitals to be
violating the competition
laws and over charging
on the medicines,
consumables, room rent
and other services etc.
This affirms people’s
perception of the fleecing
of patients by the corpo-
rate hospitals.

The CCI has found
that the Apollo Hospitals,
Max Healthcare, Fortis
Healthcare, Sir Ganga
Ram Hospital, Batra
Hospital &amp; Medical

Research and St.
Stephen’s Hospital have
been indulging in this
practice of overcharging.
They have been abusing
their dominance through
exorbitant pricing of
medical services and
products in contraven-
tion of competition laws.
A report published in the
moneycontrol.com says
that the CCI has found
these hospitals charging
the room rent even more
than three or four star
hospitals.

According to this re-
port, as per the powers
with the CCI it can im-
pose a penalty up to 10
percent of the average of
the annual turnover for
the previous three years.

Apollo Hospitals posted
an average turnover of Rs
12,206 crore and Fortis Rs
4,834 crore in the past
three financial years.
Whether the patients
who have been over
charged will get any ben-
efit is not yet known, but
any proactive decision
by the CCI can deter these
hospitals to an extent
from over charging. The
CCI is yet to review the
response from the hospi-
tals and take a decision
accordingly. The ques-
tion however is whether
the healthcare has to be
treated as an industry
where profit making is
the sole aim or it has to
be prioritized as service
to the ailing people.
There is a conceptual
difference between the
two. The policies on the

healthcare will depend
on what the concept of the
healthcare is being fol-
lowed by the state. Such
concepts not only affect
the advanced healthcare
but also primary and sec-
ondary care, medical
education system and
also the issue of drug
pricing. In the last few
years we have seen exor-
bitant growth of the
corporate hospitals. In
our country 90 percent of
the families spend less
than Rs.10000 per month
and people earning Rs
25,000 per month fall in
top 10 percent of wage
earners. In the present
economic scenario, one
can easily presume that
over 95 per cent of the
population cannot even
dream of visiting these
hospitals.

Dr Arun Mitra

Svante Paabo the
Swedish Nobel Prize
winner in Medicine
in2022 had proved
through his work that
modern humans shared
some of their genes with
the ancient and now ex-
tinct Neanderthals. This
meant early humans had
come into contact with
these human-like spe-
cies, the Neanderthals,
and they interbred.

These children of
Homo sapiens —that Is
the scientific name of
humans— and Neander-
thals had then integrated
with the humans and the
traces of the long-lost
relationship is still re-
tained in the form of
common genes. The find-
ings were revealed by the
scientist in 2010, which
had created sensation
then.

The Neanderthal
genes were extracted by
Paabo from some frag-
ments of bone samples in
a remote cave in Siberia.
But later on he had de-

Science Takes a Novel Step Ahead
veloped his methodol-
ogy so well that now it is
possible to discover these
genetic structures with-
out having to extract
from bones.

His work has estab-
lished these and can be
extracted from even the
dust from the caves
where these lost

tribes had lived. Even
the genetic structures of
extinct mammals and
other animals could be
extracted thus.

S u b s e q u e n t l y ,
Paabo’s discovery and
seminal work had
founded what has come
to be known as
“paleogenomics”, that
is, study of the genetic
structure and composi-
tion of populations long
extinct. This is a new sci-
ence and established
discipline now.

The work is no less
fascinating than detec-
tive stories, but of
singular importance for
the overall story of the

evolution of modern
human beings in their
interactions with the en-
vironment. The
Neanderthals had gone
extinct some 40,000
years back.

Pääbo found that most
present-day humans
have one per cent to four
percent of their DNA
common with Neander-
thals, meaning
Neanderthals and Homo
sapiens must have en-

countered one another
and had children before
Neanderthals went ex-
tinct around 40,000 years
ago. The interbreeding of
Neanderthals with the
homo sapiens have been
strongly doubted by
many  scientists for many
years.

The findings of com-
mon DNAs between
humans and Neander-
thals was the first
building block for the
new science of
paleogeneology of hu-
mans.

The genome he se-
quenced showed an
entirely new kind of ex-
tinct human, called
Denisovans after the
name of the cave. These
populations had a dis-
tinct gene named EPAS1
are the  marker of the
Neanderthal traces in
humans.

By comparing
Denisovan DNA with the
genetic records of mod-
ern humans, Pääbo then
showed that some popu-

lations in Asia and
Melanesia inherited up
to six percent of their
DNA from this enigmatic
ancient human. This is
said to be of medical im-
portance today.

It has been found that
those populations hav-
ing higher Neanderthal
genes in their body are
more adept at surviving
and acclimatising in high
altitude areas. Among
them are the Tibetans.

Maybe, the Nepali
Gorkhas also share this
feature with their Ti-
betan brothers. After all,
they share the same kind
of their habitats with the
Tibetans and could have
followed the same
mighty paths before
separating out in their
distinct new habitats.

Paabo’s early love was
to study Egyptian mum-
mies. He had studied the
ancient mummies at
night secretly to extract
and find their genetic
sequences.

 Anjan Roy

Svante Paabo
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government is doing
everything possible to
wreck the Constitution of
India which defines our
country as a secular state.
The Constitution also
defines India as a welfare
state. The RSS-BJP com-
bine is trying its best to
demolish the welfare
character of our state, its
federalism.

So, the task before us,
is very challenging. We
have to build a strong
working-class move-
ment, that of peasantry,
agriculture workers, of
youth and students. In-
dia has a unique
problem. Along with
class contradictions,
there is caste discrimina-
tion also, which needs to
be ruthlessly fought, he
said.

Referring to the condi-
tion of women he said we
may have a woman as
our President, but there
is wide gender inequal-
ity prevailing in our
country. We must fight
for empowerment of
women starting from
reservation in Parlia-
ment and assemblies.
Patriarchism is a prob-
lem in India. Thus, we
have class issues, caste
issues and patriarchal
issues. We must also take
up the issues of liveli-
hood of people.

Our draft political
resolution says that edu-
cation, health,
employment, housing,
right to food, etc, are the
fundamental issues fac-
ing people. All our
people should have ac-
cess to education,
healthcare, housing. Our
youth must get proper
employment. It is be-
cause of our struggles
that MGNREGS came
into being. Now we de-
mand urban
employment guarantee
Act. We must take up

these issues and
mobilise people.

The secular demo-
cratic parties must come
together based on mu-
tual trust and
willingness to accommo-
date all those who are
ready to fight to oust RSS-
BJP government at the
Centre. Our regional
parties are opposed to
Union government’s
grabbing of powers.
They demand federalism
and rights for state. Now
Nitish Kumar has come
out from the BJP and has
aligned with
Mahagadbandhan, in
which along with our
party, CPI(M), CPI(ML)
are also there.

D Raja said that the
Congress also must re-
vise its policies and
should refer more to
Nehruvian economic
policies that had attrib-
uted key role to the public
sector. It was Nehru who
organised the planning
commission, it was
Nehru who introduced
planned economy.

So far as regional par-
ties are concerned, they
have to realise that they
cannot be party to conser-
vatives in politics. In fact
they should come to-
gether with secular
democratic parties and in
this unity, they should
mobilise people. The pri-

mary objective has to be
to defeat BJP-RSS com-
bine in the Parliamentary
elections to be held in
2024.

If the secular demo-
cratic forces get defeated,
and BJP-RSS combine
come back, there would
not be democracy at all.
Even now every effort is
made to leave the Parlia-
ment redundant. It is
them that are
sloganeering “One na-
tion, one leader, one
party”.

It is a serious threat
and only with the unity
of secular democratic
forces along with the
Left, it can be resisted.
That BJP-RSS must be
dethroned to save our
country, our Constitu-
tion, is realised by all. In
these critical days, we
also underline that the
left must come together,
and work with a proper

coordination and effec-
tiveness.

At national level, we
have left coordination,
but its functioning is not
yet encouraging. At na-
tional level, CPI, CPI(M),
CPI(ML), RSP, and For-
ward Bloc are together,
but in states, some left
parties have taken up

different positions.
The experiences in

Kerala, West Bengal are
yet to be improved. If left
cannot come together,
and work together, how
can we build broadest
possible unity of secular
democratic parties, re-
gional parties. Here of
course, we also stress on
the need for communist
unification, we have been
trying for it since long. In
1989, when Rajeshwar
Rao was general secre-
tary, we gave the call for
the reunification of com-
munist movements, on
principled basis.

Today we expect that
other communist parties,
groups too will take the
issue seriously. That is

the only way to take the
country forward with a
radical transformation of
our society.

If we have to do this,
we must strengthen our
own party. Communist
Party, the second oldest
party in the country has
to grow stronger today.
There were days like in
1951, we emerged as sec-
ond largest party. In 1957,
we defeated Congress in
Kerala, and formed the
government. But today
we have weakened a lot.
In Parliament too, our
presence has come down
to bare minimum.

Yet all is not lost. Our
optimism is our strength.
Electoral performance
could have come down,
but our ideological, po-
litical influence is wide
spread.

Our party has de-
manded electoral
reforms. We also oppose
electoral bonds, which is
just a way to have huge
gains for BJP. It is meant
for the corporates who
organise big money for
the government. There is
no transparency. And the
advantage goes to BJP.

Communist Party can
be strengthened only if
we build our party at the
grass roots level. And we
will fight the battle with
the ideology that is for
the rule of people, led by
working class.

KERALA SHOWS THE WAY...
From Front Page

CPI state secretary Kanam Rajendran addressing the public meeting

On Page 10
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STUDY &
STRUGGLE

C. Adhikesavan

Kerala received the
award for being one of
the ‘Best Performing
States’ at the Arogya
Manthan 2022, Septem-
ber 26, while celebrating
completion of four years
of Ayushman Bharat -
Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana (PMJAY).
Kerala was awarded for
being the number one
state in providing the
highest number of free
medical treatments to
the public. State Health
Minister Veena George
was awarded by the
union Health minister
Dr Mansukh Mandaviya
in a function held in
Delhi.

According to a press
statement from the
Kerala Health Minister,
15 per cent of the free
medical treatment pro-
vided in India was
provided in Kerala, un-
der the state’s
Ayushman Bharat-
Karunya Arogya
Suraksha Padhati (AB-
KASP). The health
insurance scheme has
one of the maximum
utilisations in the coun-
try, the statement read,
adding, “Government
Medical Colleges
Kozhikode and
Kottayam are leading in
the highest number of
scheme utilisation in the
country. The reason for
choosing Kerala was that
the scheme could benefit
up to 180 patients per
hour (maximum 3 pa-
tients per minute).”

“Rs 1636.07 crore have
been spent in providing
free treatment to 43.4
lakh persons since the
formation of KASP. Cur-
rently, the service of the
scheme is available in 200
government hospitals
and 544 private hospitals
in Kerala,” it read.

Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan took to
Twitter saying, “Kerala’s
Public health soars to
new heights as we won
the award at
#ArogyaManthan2022

Kerala is Best Performing State
in Free Healthcare

for providing the highest
number of free medical
treatments. So far,
through Karunya
Arogya Suraksha
Padhathi (KASP), Kerala
has spent ¹ 1636.07 crore
for the treatment of 43.4
lakh beneficiaries.”

Awards to 100
scientists

cancelled; scholars
and professors

displeased
The research scholars

in the field of Science
across India are upset
that the awards given in
recognition of achieve-
ments in science are
being withdrawn.

Though the awards are
presented to senior sci-
entists, the scholars are
disappointed that the
government has taken
such a decision and are
afraid that this will lead
to a lack of encourage-
ment for many to pursue
careers in the scientific
research field.

The CSIR (Council of
Scientific and Industrial
Research) Foundation is
observed on September
26 every year. Awards
related to various
achievements and inno-
vations in science and
research are presented to
the scientists. The Foun-
dation Day is observed
individually in all the
institutes and laborato-

ries affiliated to CSIR
across India separately,
according to Mandeep
Singh, Vice-President of
AIRSA (All India Re-
search Scholars
Association) and a PhD
scholar from NPL (Na-
tional Physics
Laboratory), Delhi, said.

However, the scholar
informs that this year,
Foundation Day was not
celebrated. “Previously
when the day was not
observed, the awards
were at least announced.
But this year, no an-
nouncement came,”
Mandeep said. He
added that on top of this,
the government had an-
nounced the withdrawal
of about 100 awards

which were given in rec-
ognition of scientists’
achievements.

There was also no
update on the Shanti
Swarup Bhatnagar
award, which is consid-
ered the Nobel Prize of
India. The awardees of
this prize used to receive
a monthly stipend. Now
the government said it
was bringing some re-
forms to the awards.
There is no clarity if the
stipend will be contin-
ued monthly or the
awardees will get a lump
sum or no stipend at all,
which is a major setback
for the scientific commu-
nity.

The cancellation of the

awards means putting an
end to the motivation for
scientific research, ac-
cording an anonymous
PhD scholar from IISER
(Indian Institutes of Sci-
ence Education and
Research), Berhampur,
Odisha. He added that
good motivation and
proper recognition were
highly necessary for sci-
entists, who work hard
for the betterment of the
country. It is very impor-
tant progress in research
and development is for
a country.

The researchers say
that it is the scholars who
are the scientific
workforce and when they
see their seniors and
mentors getting

awarded, they are moti-
vated to put in better
efforts. Many of the
awards have financial
perks which the scientists
would aspire for when
they become seniors.
Today’s students will be
tomorrow’s scientists.
Most of the awards are
also being scraped as per
the MoM circulated by
Home Ministry.

The consequences are
bad. It is certainly not
okay that the awards
were scrapped. Scientists
should be encouraged. It
is a fact that the scientists
close to the administra-
tion were the favoured
ones, while many who

deserved the awards
were left out.

Most of the internal
awards (the ones
awarded by institutes)
were patronised. Many,
like me, believe that they
were no good,” he said
further. However instead
of completely doing
away with the awards,
the government should
have compensated or re-
placed them with another
mechanism.

Moving back to the
research scholars, they
are also worried that
their requests to the gov-
ernment for regular
stipends and a raise in
the amount has gone
unanswered.

The PhD scholars are
grossly underpaid. They
are not getting compen-
sated according to the
work they do. Especially
the fellowships funded
by DST (Department of
Science and Technology)
and CSIR are the most
delayed. And they are,
mostly bureaucratic de-
lays.

The stipend is also
being increased, as per
the IISER scholar com-
plained. In 2019, the
Parliamentary Standing
Committee had recom-
mended that the stipends
which were then Rs
25,000 and Rs 28, 000 for
JRF (Junior Research Fel-
lowship) and SRF (Senior
Research Fellowship)
respectively, be in-
creased to Rs 50, 000. But
the government only in-
creased it to Rs 31, 000 for
JRF and Rs 35, 000 for
SRF.

The government is
not encouraging the sci-
entific community at all.
I don’t understand why.
Because of the delays,
irregularities and lack of
recognition, some of my
friends dropped out of
research after a year or
two and moved to other
jobs,” he lamented.
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YV Krishna Rao or ‘YVK’ as he was popularly known was an outstanding
kisan leader, expert in agricultural problems and a builder of party in AP,
particularly in the Rayalseema regions, as also at all India level. He was
an effective Marxist scholar.

YVK: Renowned Agrarian

YVK was born on Sep-
tember 15, 1915 at Peda
Autapalli, Gannavaram
Taluk, Krishna district,
Andhra Pradesh, in a
middle peasant family
with about five  acres of
land. They personally
worked in their fields
without employing
farm-hands. YVK tended
cattle from the age of 3-4
years. After two years,
his father put him in a
local school to learn
Telugu, mathematics
etc.

Later he studied En-
glish, approached his
principal for it, who
stayed in the house of
Congressmen. Thus
YVK began to assimilate
nationalist and Congress
ideas.

In 1928, he read about
Simon Commission boy-
cott. In 1931, he joined the
Form II in Gannavaram
High School. Those were
the days of economic de-
pression.
Gandhiji’s visit
Gandhiji visited

Krishna district in April
1929, receiving rousing
reception everywhere.
Very impressed, YVK
decided to wear khadi,
and kept on wearing it till
his last days! He partici-
pated in civil
disobedience movement
in 1930 by picketing
toddy shops and boy-
cotting the cloth shops.
The Congressmen used
to prepare salt from the
topsoil of ‘choudu’ land
and bring them in pack-
ets for the villagers.
Malabar Reserve Police
(MRP) attacked and beat
them up. YVK also pre-
pared salt and showed it
to villagers.

YVK and his col-
leagues were much
grieved by hanging of

Bhagat Singh and associ-
ates. Homage was paid
to them and YVK also
spoke in the meeting. He
also joined the inter-com-
munity feasts and dining.

He participated in
Bihar earthquake relief
activities organized by
the Congressman Kala
Venkata Rao, who was a
close colleague of Dr
Pattabhi Sitaramayya.

Passing SSLC
YVK passed the SSLC

exams in March 1936 af-
ter controversy over
question paper being
‘out’. Authorities with-
held the results of six
students, accusing them
of copying. YVK ex-
plained that they could
hold another exam,
which they passed with
flying colours. He got
admitted into AC Col-
lege, whose principal
was Jayroy Stroke, an
American. YVK stayed in
hostel, where poor stu-
dents lived free. They got
free meals for two days
a week; for the rest 5 days
he went  to some well-to-
do Khamma families in
Guntur for ‘vaaralu’ or
free meals one day a
week by turns.

Socialist leanings
While in college, he

got acquaintance with
Polepeddi Narasimha
Murthy, one of the pio-
neers of Communist
movement in AP, who
introduced him to about
Russian revolution, so-
cialism etc.

YVK shared his room
with Venkatasubbiah,
younger brother of
T u m m a l a
V e n k a t a r a m a i a h .
Tummala gave him
Gorky’s ‘Mother’ to read,
as also other Marxist lit-
erature. YVK attended

meetings of both Con-
gress and CPI.

TVK worked for Con-
gress in 1937 elections,
and also for VV
Narasimhan from
Rajamundhry railway
labor constituency and P
Venkateswaralu from
Vijaywada factory work-
ers’ area. Jawaharlal
Nehru came for cam-
paign and YVK heard
him. Nehru supported
socialism, but at one

place his speech was de-
liberately translated into
opposite meaning, and
there was an uproar op-
posing interpreter.

SA Dange came to
Guntur to address CSP
meeting. He explained
correctness of dialectical
materialism by giving
examples from atomic
physics, which deeply
impressed YVK. YVK
passed his Intermediate
in March 1937 in Physics,
Mathematics etc with
distinction. Just before
this, he was given the
membership of CPI. He
then joined BSc (Physics).

He and others orga-
nized provincial

students’ conference in
Guntur in August 1937,
addressed by SS
Batlivala and Hazra
Begum. YVK took an
active part in the Anti-
Detention struggle of
students in 1937 and led
picketing in front of AC
College. An American
named Spies was bursar
of the college, a brutal
person. YVK and others
lay down before the gate
and Sipes drove his car,
almost running them
over. YVK got injured
and students shouted:
‘Sipes, go back!’ YVK be-

came  a hero.
He collected funds for

Haripura and Tripuri
Congress sessions. He
also attended a meeting
of MN Roy held by
Royist group in 1938, but
did not agree with him.

Provincial students’
conference was held in
Kakinada on September
1-2, 1939, inaugurated by
Subhash Chandra Bose.
Communist students
held their meeting in the
house of CVK Rao, a
prominent Communist
of Kakinada.

Anti-War activities
During anti-War re-

cruitment movement,

YVK, M Hanumantha
Rao and others went to
the gates of hospital in
Guntur, where recruit-
ment was taking place,
and protested and faced
lathi-charge. In the
evening an effigy of ‘im-
perialism’ was burnt and
a coffin (‘paade’) was
brought out. They went
to the ‘Student Empo-
rium’, a bookshop set up
by M Hanumantha Rao
for progressive litera-
ture. Police tried to arrest
them but failed.

CPI gave a call for
hoisting national
Tricolour on January 26,
1940, and YVK went
about in the night hoist-
ing it everywhere. He
passed his final BSc in
March 1940, went back to
his village and began to
learn Hindi. He also or-
ganized party cells and
took classes.

Marriage
YVK married

Bhagyavathi, daughter
of Musunuri
Venkatasubbiah of
Tenali taluk, on August
30, 1940, in defiance of
his elders. It was a non-
traditional simple
marriage with exchange
of garlands and least of
rituals. Bhagyavathi ac-
tive in was nationalist
movement, wearing and
propagating khadi. She
had donated her golden
bangle to Gandhiji when
he came to Vijayawada
in 1933.

Japanese bombing
Japan bombed

Vishakhapatnam and
Kakinada on April 7, 1942
in during Second World
War, and its troops occu-
pied chunks of Indian
territory. British govern-
ment took up
construction of airport at
Gannavaram, mobilizing
cart drivers to carry mud,
bricks and so on. They
demanded fair remu-
neration. As they started
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agitating, demands were
cleared. Communists
took part in all these ac-
tivities.

YVK went to Bezwada
and got a clerk’s job in
Agriculture and Indus-
tries department at Rs 30
every month. He visited
local CPI office.

Women’s training
camp

CPI organized
women’s training camp
of the province.
Bhagyavathi too took an
active part in it. Training
in Air Raid Protection
(ARP) was also given.
Bhagyavathi and other

women sold party pa-
pers like Prajashakti,
People’s War etc.

At the beginning of
1943, party asked YVK to
resign from the job and
work full time for the
party, which he did. He
got a wage of Rs 30, then
60 and even in 1957-58, Rs
100 per month.

Party and kisan
work

K Satyanarayana, T
Venkataramaiah and
YVK together translated
and got published the
first ever Telugu edition
of RPD’s ‘India Today’ as
‘Neti Bharatam’. YVK
was a member of
Vijayawada Town Com-
mittee of CPI. He was
instructed by Andhra PC
to take charge of Provin-
cial Kisan Sabha in 1943.

YVK joined kisan or-
ganization as office
secretary and was in-
cluded in its executive in
1945.

Eighth Al India Kisan
Conference was held in
Vijayawada on March
13-14, 1944. Government
stopped issuing train
tickets on the pretext of
food shortage and danger
of epidemic. Yet the del-
egates arrived, in boats
and on foot, walking
great distances. Peasants
from nearby villages
brought cartloads of veg-
etables and fruits. The
whole town was painted
and decorated with ex-
quisite patterns with
lime, even on roads, by
women. There as-
sembled more than one
lakh. YVK and

Bhagyavathi worked ac-
tively.

‘Bandar Canal’
desilting

Famine broke out not
only in Bengal but also in
Rayalseema, North
Visakha etc. YVK did
active work for relief.
Kisan Sabha undertook
to dredge and desilt
Bandar Canal, reopening
it on June 1, 1944. In the
absence of contractors,
Party became very ac-
tive, and Kisan Sabha
took up the responsibil-
ity to finish it in time.
More than 3000 volun-
teers including women
worked in several teams
(jattulu), with special
cultural squads inspiring
them. Left Congressmen
too also joined. With in-
credible speed, vast
stretches were de-silted,
and the deadline was
met in time.

In this campaign,
YVK was an assistant to
the government over-

seer, on behalf of Kisan
Sabha.

Mass peasant
movement

Provincial Peasant
Conference was held in
Tenali in 1945, and YVK
was elected to its execu-
tive. Government tried to
ban it but they defeated
the move by aligning
with Peasant Congress.

Anti-feudal ‘bunds
movement’ (‘gatla
vudyamam’) broke out
in many places in the
post-War upsurge, par-
ticularly after 1946
elections, and victory of
Congress created
favourable condition.
Peasants reoccupied
their lands, led by party
and kisan organizations,
and created ‘bunds’ to
divide their areas from
those of the landlords.
Andhra Mahasabha
came under left leader-
ship, mainly CPI. By
1947, YVK was shoulder-
ing almost all the
responsibilities of
Rayathu Sangham (peas-
ant organization).

YVK met PC Joshi in
AIKS conference in
Sikander Rao (Aligarh) in
May-June 1947, with a
letter from CR regarding
kisan struggle.  YVK was
elected to the executive.

August 15, 1947 was
widely celebrated in
Vijayawada and other
places, YVK too address-
ing a big public
meetings.

Gandhiji was assassi-
nated on January 30,
1948. People got enraged
and beat up RSS people.
Police tried to blame
Communists on these
attacks.

YVK attended second
congress of CPI (Calcutta,
1948), going from
Vijayawada, Vizag and
then to Cuttack on way
there. He fully supported
BTR Line at the congress.

Rayalseema armed
struggle

People talk of
Telangana armed
struggle, but substantial
armed struggle took
place in Rayalseema dis-
tricts during 1948-50 too,
following ‘Calcutta’.
YVK was known to
Telangana since 1938
Vande Mataram
struggle. Arrested in
August 1948, he escaped
police custody, and con-
tinued classes in
Kamalapuram Taluk.
Police named him
‘Nalgonda Communist’!

It is little known that
YVK was a leading fig-
ure of armed struggle in
Rayalseema districts. He
went to Hyderabad to
seek permission for it,
which was given. First
Bellary, then Bangalore
was the headquarters of
Rayalseema Regional
Committee, with YVK as
secretary. He stayed in
Bangalore underground.
He barely escaped; had
he been arrested, he
would almost certainly
been shot dead.

Nallamala forests was
a retreat for Rayalseema
struggle.

‘Three-P’s Letter’
changed the course; YVK
was supportive of
armed struggle till 1951,
but soon realized its
folly. He also came to
know that Raavi Narayan
Reddy, Baddam Yella
Reddy, Makhdoom and
some others were firmly
opposed to continuation
of armed struggle.

YVK was called to
Bombay by leadership
and met M
Basavpunnaiah, who in-
formed him of decision
to withdraw armed
struggle and participate
in elections.
Basavpunnaiah was the
fourth member of CPI
delegation along with
Dange, Ajoy Ghosh and

CR to meet Stalin. Now
YVK changed his mind
completely.

Elections
YVK was elected sec-

retary of Kadapa district
CPI in October 1951,
coming out of the under-
ground after four and a
half years. He worked in
the general elections. He
contested Gudivada par-
liamentary seat in 1962
but lost. He firmly re-
mained with CPI after
1964 split. He was MLC
from 1966 to 1978. He
took part in struggle for
linguistic reorganization
of Andhra Pradesh. He
also actively participated
in Vizag Steel Plant agita-
tion.

Positions
He was general secre-

tary or president of AP
Kisan Sabha for several
years. He was later gen-
eral secretary or
president of All India
Kisan Sabha for many
years. He was also a
member of Agricultural
Price Commission (APC)
of government of India.

He was member of
national council of CPI
for long and member of
its CEC from 1989 to
1995.

Last years
YVK devoted his last

years to All India Kisan
Sabha and then in the CR
Foundation and NRRR
Centre, Hyderabad, as its
first Director. He devoted
most of his time to stud-
ies and research. He
helped actively in estab-
lishing All India
Progressive Forum as
intellectual centre. YVK
was a brilliant intellec-
tual, an expert in agrarian
issues and took special
interest in study of Anto-
nio Gramsci. He helped
organize several key
seminars on theoretical
questions including on
socialism in 21st century.

YVK died on Decem-
ber 26, 2010, leaving
behind a rich intellectual
and scholarly heritage.
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Communist Party of
India has to be a strong
political party. Kerala
unit is an example of how
communists should
work, in terms of mem-
bership, organisation
and in terms of our pres-
ence in Parliament or
assembly. It is a vibrant
party, works at branch
level to the top.

But it is not enough.
Party must be with
people, we must lead the
people. This is what
Lenin had taught us. This
is what we should un-
derstand.

Our party should
build a vibrant function-
ing party at all levels.
Our party is a party of
new times. It must be-
come a model for all
political parties. Party is
the greatest weapon in
our hands. But how to
modernise, how to build
the strength, that is what
our political resolution
says.

I have a request to
make. Kerala is impor-
tant for us, you must
have got the draft politi-
cal resolution in
Malayalam, that you
read, and send amend-
ments. Whatever is said
here is not enough, it
should be strengthened,
it should be changed.  In-
dicating the page

number and para num-
ber, it should be
changed. Send your
amendments before Oc-
tober 10, since we have to
make copies and carry
them to Vijayawada
Party Congress.

On the first day of
party conference, a pub-
lic meeting was held at
P u t h a r i k a n d a m
 grounds in the state capi-
tal at PKV Nagar on
September 30 and state
secretary Kanam
Rajendran inaugurated
it. CPI general secretary
D Raja inaugurated the
delegate session at
Tagore Theatre that con-
tinued from
October 1 to 3.

On October 1,
chief ministers of
Kerala and Tamil
Nadu, Pinarayi
Vijayan and M K
Stalin addressed a
seminar on the
topic ‘Federalism
and Centre-State re-
lations” at Tagore
theatre at 4 PM.

On September
30, the flag carried
by AIYF state secre-
tary T.T. Jismon
from Martyr’s col-
umn at Vayalar, was
received by CPI
state Secretary Kanam
Rajendran. Meanwhile,
the banner procession
led by AITUC state gen-

eral secretary K.P.
Rajendran from Martyrs
column at Sooranad was
received by CPI state

assistant secretary K
Prakash Babu.

The flag pole brought
from Swadeshabhimani-
Veeraraghavan memo-

KERALA SHOWS THE WAY...

CPI national council secretary Atul Kumar Anjaan addressing
the delegate session

From Page 06

CPI state assistant secretary Prekash Babu briefing the press. Also are seen CPI leaders
K P Rajendran and Sathyan Mokeri

rial at Neyyattinkara
with a procession led by
Kisan Sabha state presi-
dent K Venugopalan

Nair was received
by state assistant
secretary Sathyan
Mokeri. Subse-
quently the flag
was hoisted at the
venue of the pub-
lic meeting by
chairman of CPI
national control
c o m m i s s i o n
c h a i r m a n
P a n n i y a n
Raveendran, fol-
lowing which
Kanam Rajendran
inaugurated the
public meeting.

On October 1, at
9.30 am, Kanam

Rajendran received the
torch, brought in a pro-
cession led by Mahila
Sangam state secretary P

Vasantham from
Jayaprakash Martyr’s
Column at Tagore The-
atre. Senior party leader
C Divakaran hoisted the
flag, followed by the in-
auguration of delegate
session by general secre-
tary D Raja.

While the venue of
public meeting had been
named after P.K.
Vasudevan Nair, the
delegate meet venue was
a tribute to Veliyam
Bhargavan.

Over 3 days, the party
discussed the Political
and Working reports.
Comrades actively par-
ticipated in the
discussion on political
and working report. D
Raja, general secretary,
central secretariate mem-
bers Atul Kumar Anjaan,
Binoy Viswam, central
executive member KE
Ismail, central control
commission chairman
Panian Ravindran also
addressed the delegates.
Kanam Rajendran was
elected unanimously as
the state secretary. State
conference also elected
111 members state coun-
cil and nine members
control commission and
its chairman C P Murali.

The conference wit-
nessed the participation
of 563 delegates. Minis-
ter G R Anil was the
chairman of the reception
committee and Mankode
Radhakrishnan was the
general convenor.
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KOLLAM (Kerala):
Twenty four young com-
rades from all over the
country started from
Kollam in Kerala a Flag
Yatra on October 5, 2022
to Vijayawada to reach on
October 14, the first day
of the 24th Congress of the
Communist Party of In-
dia. They will cover three
states and several camps
in eight days before
reaching Vijaywada.

The Flag March was
inaugurated by member
of the CPI National sec-
retariat and Kerala State
Secretary Kanam
Rajendran. While greet-
ing all the 24 Young
Communists and ad-
dressing the gathering,
he said that the Union
government at the Cen-
tre would never want the
development of the
country and its people,
instead it is interested
only to serve the corpo-
rate houses and meet the
dreams of pseudo-de-
velopment. Hitting out
at the RSS, he said, “The
Sangh never wants that
there should be harmony
among the people, it al-
ways wants people to be
divided on communal
lines, and keep them
engaged in fighting each

Flag March Launched from Kollam to Vijaywada

other to discourage any
revolt against their
wishes. They also want
to preserve inequality
and follow
Manusmriti.”

Assistant secretary of
Kerala state CPI, senior
leader and member of
the National Council,
Prekash Babu, while ad-
dressing the gathering,
conveyed his best
wishes to all the young
Communists who were
part of the jatha and said
that the 24th session of
the CPI is being held in
Vijayawada with a reso-
lution of victory. We
must not only fight with
all forms of inequality

but also win over it. Ad-
dressing the youth, he
said that the corporate
sector that is behind the
BJP-RSS government
would like to run the
country based on com-
munal ideology. We
have to fight against such
reactionary attempts that
challenge our composite
culture and secular
ethos. We have to
counter the government
on all counts and with this
resolution we are hold-
ing this 24th session in
Vijayawada.

He said in this Flag
Yatra, All India Youth

Federation and Students
Federation leaders and
activists are going to take
part, and they will dis-
cuss with people enroute
to Vijaywada about the
burning issues of educa-
tion, uneployment,
privatisation, poverty
and hunger.

The corporate sup-
ported government has
handed over the public
sector units and educa-
tional institutions in the
hands of big monopolies
which has resulted in re-
ceding employment
oppertunities and in-
creasing poverty.

All India Students
Federation general sec-

CPI national council secretary Kanam Rajendran handing over the red flag to AIYF–AISF leaders

retary Vicky Mahesari
said when Modi govern-
ment came, he brought
with him great dreams
that were never trans-
lated into reality, instead
there remained only
murder, mob lynchings
and bulldozers. He said
we would follow the
ideas of Bhagat Singh,
Karl Marx, Lenin and
Fidel Castro and
struggle against fascism
for the victory of social-
ism.

The flag march was
formally started with
announcement made  by
state secretary Kanam
Rajendran and senior
leader Prekash Babu.

Rakesh Vishvakarma
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Hemavathi circle to the conference venue, where a
public meeting was held.  People of Hassan admired
the disciplined rally. 

CPI general secretary D Raja and Binoy Viswam ad-
dressed the public meeting.

D Raja in his address said that Bengaluru, the capital
of Karnataka, is known for public sector units. Unfor-
tunately, the BJP government is

bent upon either to close down or privatise PSUs.
In 2001, Kolar gold mines were closed. Even today
employees of the mines are yet to get the settlement
amount. Corruption has become common in Karnataka.
Double Engine government of the state led by BJP failed
to maintain law and order in the state. It is time for the
secular, democratic and left forces to come together
to defeat the fascist BJP governments both in the state
and at the Centre. 

Binoy Viswam in his address pointed out that for
the first time Hassan has witnessed a disciplined rally
of red flags which looked like a red river. BJP govern-
ment has ensured only the growth of few corporate
houses and has put people in trouble. CPI may be a small
force in Karnataka but has proved its strength many
times. If BJP has to be defeated then secular democratic
and left parties should join hands, he said and added
that CPI gives a clarion call for such a unity from this
state conference. 

CPI state secretary Saathi Sundaresh, former state
secretary Dr Siddanagouda Patil also addressed the
meeting.  

CPI Decries EC’s Interference
into Domain of Parties,

Legislative Bodies
The National Secretariat of the Communist Party

of India issued the following statement on October 5,
2022, disapproving the Election Commission’s inter-
ference into the domain of political parties and legislative
bodies:

The National Secretariat of the Communist
Party of India disapproves the latest move of the
Election Commission to amend the Model Code
of Conduct to disclose how the political parties
are planning to fund the implementation of the
election promises they make to the voters. It is an
uncalled for and unwarranted move and will af-
fect the independence of the political parties to
decide on their political agenda.

The Election Commission is in fact mandated
by the Constitution of India to hold free and fair
election. It has no authority to take steps to regu-
late the policies of the political parties. Hence such
moves are violation of the mandate, disrespect-
ing the Constitution and curbing the statutory
rights of political parties.

The CPI rejects such moves and demands the
Commission not to go ahead with the proposal.

Homage to Com Kodiyeri Balakrishnan

CPI general secretary D Raja along with state CPI minister
G R Anil at the CPI(M) state headquarters in

Thiruvananthapuram paying homage to former CPI(M) state
secretary Kodiyeri Balakrishnan on his demise

Bangladesh CP General
Secretary Visits Bhupesh  Bhawan
KOLKATA: Ruhin

Hossain Prince, general
secretary, central com-
mittee, Communist
Party of Bangladesh and
Central Coordinator,
Left-Democratic Alli-
ance, Bangladesh, paid a
courtesy visit at Bhupesh
Bhawan on September
28, 2022. He arrived at
Bhupesh Bhawan at 4
p.m. and was warmly
welcomed by Swapan
Banerjee, state secretary,
CPI and other leaders.
Swapan Banerjee and
Ruhin Hossain Prince ex-

Subodh Datta

changed views on the
socio-economic and po-
litical condition of two
neighbouring countries.
Swapan Banerjee gave a
picture of the prevailing
political condition of
West Bengal.  Ruhin
Hossain Prince said how
a free Bangladesh was
born through a fierce
bloody war keeping lan-
guage and cultural
movement in mind. He
also said that Bangladesh

remembers the contribu-
tion of India in the
Bangladesh liberation
war.

Swapan Banerjee wel-
comed him with a
bouquet and handed
over a book on the explor-
ing the history of the
Communist Party and
some other documents.
Ruhin Hossain Prince
gave the documents
adopted in their party
congress to Swapan
Banerjee.

Asok Roy, Kalyan
Banerjee, Gautam Ray,

Ruhin Hossain Prince, general secretary, central committee, Communist
Party of Bangladesh and Central Coordinator, Left-Democratic Alliance,

Bangladesh visited Bhupesh Bhawan, Kolkata

Chiranjib Chanda,
Amitabha Chakrabarti,
Subodh Datta, Binayak
Bhattacharya, Ranjit
Karmakar, Saikat Giri,
Saumi Haldar,  Subir
Mandal were present .

Next day Ruhin
Hossain Prince visited
‘Manisha Granthalaya’
and ‘Kalantar Press’.
There he was welcomed
by the managers, editors,
staff and reporters.

CPI Calls for Unity of Left...
From Page 04



New Age Weekly

13October 09–15, 2022

Diary of
International

Events
C. Adhikesavan

There are two impor-
tant developments this
week at international
level. Comparatively
Italy is likely to get a fas-
cist Prime Minister, who
secured only 20 percent
vote. The prime ministe-
rial candidate is distantly
related to Mussolini, the
fascist colluded with
Adolf Hitler to conquer
the world. Italy was a
progressive country and
more than one third
people were supporting
communist party and
communists. The col-
lapse of Soviet Union
resulted in the weaken-
ing of left in West Europe
including Italy. Europe is
turning to right. The cri-
sis of capitalism will
make capitalists to take
shelter behind Rightist
politics and fascism,
while South America is
turning towards Left.
Brazil is the biggest coun-
try in South America.
Lula Da Silva the Left
candidate in Brazil got
48.43 percent votes in first
round itself and he will
win the runoff on Octo-
ber 30. Let us wish
colourful success to the
people of South America.
Bolsonaro won 43.20 per
cent. After the runoff Lula
would be elected for
2023-2016 period.

It is notable that last
election in 2018, Lula
could not contest be-
cause he was in jail for
being a victim of a lie.
After the win-win situa-
tion in the tough election
Lula declared that the
country needs regain the
right to be happy, the
people want a country
that lives in peace and
hope, a country that be-
lieves in the future. Lula
da Silva, emphasizing
that these elections are the
“most important” to
eliminate the widespread
violence and despair that
prevail in Brazil.

With 99.74 percent of
the votes counted,
Lula has won the first
round with 48.43 percent
in the elections, leaving
behind Bolsonaro, who
obtained 43.20 percent,
according to Brazil’s Su-

Left Leads in Brazil
perior Electoral Court
(TSE).  Former Brazilian
President Luiz Inácio
Lula da Silva (2003-2011)
expressed confidence
that he would win the
October 30 runoff
against incumbent Jair
Bolsonaro.

Throughout the cam-
paign, the Left party was
ahead in the public opin-
ion poll of all the
institutes, even those
who did not want the Left
to win, and it always

seemed that the Left was
going to win the elec-
tions. It is just an
extension of the Left rule.
From the eligible votes,
nearly 80 per
cent exercised their right
to vote in the elections
with the participation of
11 candidates.

Ciro Gomes of the
Democratic Labour
Party has expressed his
support for former Lula
da Silva. Leftist Lula will
face right-wing Jair
Bolsonaro as neither of
the two reached 50 per-
cent of the valid votes
plus one in first round.
With 3.5 million votes (3
percent of votes
counted), center-left Ciro
Gomes came in fourth
place, behind center-
right Senator Simone
Tebet, who obtained 4.9
million votes (4 percent)
in the first round of the
Brazilian elections. 

Lula’s immediate task
is to gather as much sup-

port as possible from the
other alliances and their
parties.

Developing
countries facing

indebtedness
UN Secretary-General

António Guterres’s ob-
servation if gone correct
and if the developing
countries take a decisive
action on the debt and
liquidity challenges,
they risk another “lost

decade” for many devel-
oping countries, putting
achievement of the Goals
by the 2030 deadline defi-
nitely out of reach.

An unsustainable debt
erodes the capacity of
developing countries to
progress towards
sustainability and pov-
erty reduction. The high
increase in fuel and food
prices, the HIV/AIDS
pandemic and the cur-
rent conflict in Ukraine
have undeniably wors-
ened the economic
scenario and, with it, the
generalized risk that in-
debtedness implies for
the most vulnerable
countries.

The recent United
Nations Sustainable De-
velopment Report 2022:
Bridging the Great Di-
vide in Financing
explains that developing
countries have yet to
make up the ground lost
to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, which placed

more nations at risk of
debt distress, restricted
their fiscal space and hin-
dered economic growth.
The war in Ukraine,
added to the mix, exacer-
bated all the challenges.

Statistical data
showed that developed
countries use 3.5 per cent
of their income to pay
interest on their debt,
while developing coun-
tries use14 per cent. It
further exposes that
around 60 per cent of

those that make up the
World Food Program
and other low-income
nations are now assessed
at high risk of over-in-
debtedness, double that
of 2015.

According to the
United Nations, 42 coun-
tries that borrow from
capital markets have ex-
perienced national debt
rating downgrades since
the start of the pandemic,
of which six are devel-
oped countries, 27 are
emerging markets and
nine countries are on the
least developed list.
These developing na-
tions were forced to
make cuts in budgets for
education, infrastructure
and other capital expen-
ditures as a result of the
pandemic.

Thus, while rich coun-
tries are able to support
the pandemic recovery
with record amounts of
resources raised by very
low interest rates, poorer

countries spent billions
of dollars on debt service.
Between 2020 and 2021
the world economy ex-
perienced the worst
recession in 90 years. An
estimated 114 million
jobs were lost and
around 120 million
people fell into extreme
poverty. At the end of last
year, many economies
remained at lower levels
than in 2019.

The report estimates
that GDP per capita in
one in five developing
countries, will not reach
the levels seen in 2019 by
the end of 2023, this is
without taking into ac-
count the impacts of the
war in Eastern Europe.

The midpoint of fi-
nancing the Sustainable
Development Goals, the
results are alarming.
There is no excuse for
inaction at this defining
moment of collective re-
sponsibility to ensure
that hundreds of millions
of people are lifted out of
hunger and poverty, ac-
cording to United
Nations (UN) Under-Sec-
retary General Amina
Mohammed, insisting
that we must invest in
access to decent and
green jobs, social protec-
tion, health and
education.

UN analyses and stud-
ies recommend actions
to address financing gaps
and the risks of over-in-
debtedness. An example
of this would be financial
swap agreements and the
reallocation of unused
IMF special drawing
rights to countries that
need them, which would
secure stable, affordable
and long-term financing
by strengthening the sys-
tem of public
development banks.
Also, increased transpar-
ency and a more
comprehensive informa-
tion system will improve
countries’ ability to man-
age risks and properly
handle resources.
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communist party which
can organise continuous
agitations taking up the
burning issues of
people. Focusing on the
elections, he said that in
the elections to Lok
Sabha and Vidhan Sabha
to be held in 2024, the
state unit of the party
should start preparing
right now and build a
strong party from the
booth level. All the na-
tional leaders present at
the conference also ad-
dressed the session.

Mahendra Pathak pre-
sented the political
report and Bhuvneshwar
Prasad Mehta presented
the organizational report

and 34 delegates took
part in the debate. A 45-
member state committee
was elected. A nine-
member disciplinary
committee was also
elected. The new state
committee unanimously
elected Mahendra
Pathak as the state secre-
tary.

The conference con-
cluded with the singing
of International.

The conference
adopted the following
resolutions:

To intensify move-
ment against rising
inflation and growing
unemployment.

To intensify struggle
to save water, forest, land
and mineral wealth from

exploitation.
To intensify

struggle for fulfilling of
3,50,000 vacant posts in
the state.

To intensify
struggle to set up a dis-
placement commission
and formulate a displace-
ment policy.

 To intensify the
struggle for cancellation
of illegal settlement of
Gairmajrua land and
handover the same to
farmers, who have been
holding the land code.

To intensify the
struggle against the new
education policy.

To intensify the
struggle for the imple-
mentation of the Land

Acquisition Act 2013.
To intensify the

struggle to define the
locality and formulate
the planning policy in
the state.

To struggle for
making urban employ-
ment guarantee law for
urban youth and unem-
ployment allowance of
Rs 10,000 per month for
the educated unem-
ployed youth.

A survival allow-
ance of Rs10,000 per
month to women and
men above 60 years of
age.

To struggle against
corruption.

To make a con-
tinuous struggle against
the central government
by bringing the Left and
secular parties, social
organizations on one

platform in the state and
to take part in the 2024
Lok Sabha elections with
the slogan ‘Save the
country’.

To build a strong
Communist Party of In-
dia in the state.

To build the party
organization up to the
booth level in all the dis-
tricts of the state.

Promotion of
party classes, training
camps, party journals,
etc, to educate the party
members.

Formation of so-
cial media team from
state headquarters to
district level for the pro-
motion of party stand.

Doubling the num-
ber of party members in
the state.

To strengthen all the
mass organizations.

Call to Dislodge....
From Last Page
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– Compiled by C. Adhikesavan

The share of women
employees in central public
sector enterprises (CPSEs)
dropped to 9.35 per cent in
2020-21, from 10 per cent
in the preceding year, 2019-
20, in a sign of
widening gender gap in
government-owned compa-
nies, according to the
latest Public Enterprises
Survey.

This is way below the
all-India female labour
force participation rate
which stood at 25.1 per
cent, according to the
Periodic Labour Force
Survey annual report for
the period July 2020-June
2021. According to the
report, the number
of women employees in
CPSEs declined 9.5 per
cent to 80,525 in 2020-21,
when pandemic hit the
economy.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at the

Share of Women Employees in CPSEs Dips: Survey
Labour Conference last
month asked for an in-
crease in women’s labour
force participation, say-
ing flexible workplaces,
work-from-home ecosys-

tem, and flexible work
hours should be intro-
duced. “By making the
right use of women
power, India can achieve
its goals faster,” he
added.

The percentage
o f  w o m e n

employees in CPSEs in
the past four years has
stayed stagnant at 9-10
per cent. However,
women in managerial
positions has gone up. In

the 255 operational
CPSEs, 32 per cent of
women employees are at
managerial/ executive
level, eight per cent in
supervisory positions,
while 60 per cent are in
worker categories.

The fall in the absolute

number of women em-
ployees was witnessed
across all levels. The
maximum fall was at the
supervisory level (35.23
per cent); the least was for
unskilled workers (1.54
per cent).

Only two sectors —
coal and information and
communications tech-
nology (ICT) — had
women’s share in total
employment greater
than 10 per cent. Whereas
in 2019-20, there were six
sectors — industrial and
consumer goods, finan-
cial services, ICT,
transport and logistics
services, textile, chemi-
cal and pharmaceutical
— with more than 10 per
cent share of women
employees.

The ICT CPSEs have
the highest number of
women employees at a
managerial level (4,986)

and skilled worker level
(7,858). Coal CPSEs, com-
prising eight companies,
have the highest number
of women unskilled
workers (13,722).

Ensuring women’s
full and effective partici-
pation and equal
opportunities for leader-
ship at all levels of
decision-making, includ-
ing managerial
positions, is a key sus-
tainable development
goal declaration to be
achieved by 2030.

The World Economic
Forum, in its latest
G l o b a l  G e n d e r
Gap Report released in
July, ranked India 135
among 146 countries.
According to the report,
India and Sri Lanka have
progressed on closing
the gender gap in the
share of women in senior
positions.

In A rejig of Parliamentary panels,
Opposition parties have not been allocated
the chairperson’s post in any key commit-
tee with the Congress ending up with the
top post in only one panel and the second
largest Opposition party, Trinamool Con-
gress, with none.

Neither of the two Opposition parties
were given the chairmanship of the impor-
tant panels on Home, Finance, IT, Defence
and External Affairs. The move drew sharp
criticism from the Opposition with the
Congress describing it as a “draconian step”.
– The Indian Express, October 05.

***
Muslims made up almost 30% of all

detainees in Indian prisons in 2021, despite
the community having a demographic
percentage of only 14.2%. (as of 2011). Four
different types of prisoners are housed in
Indian prisons: convicts (those who have
been found guilty of a crime and received
a sentence from a court), undertrials (those
who are currently in legal proceedings),
detenues (those who are being held legally),
and those who do not fall into any of these
three categories but make up a small por-
tion of the total prison population. It is
noteworthy that despite the minority only
made up 34% of the State’s population, 61%
of Assam’s inmates on death row and 49%
of those awaiting trial were Muslims. In
States with a disproportionately high de-
tainee population, Gujarat, U.P., Haryana,
and J&K U.T. had the highest proportion

of Muslim detainees relative to their popula-
tion. In J&K U.T., U.P., Gujarat, Haryana,
Tamil Nadu, and Nagaland, there were a dis-
proportionately large number of detainees
overall. In Gujarat, U.P., Haryana, and J&K
U.T., the Muslim share of these was notice-
ably disproportionate to the population share.
– The Hindu, September 13.

***
India’s unemployment rate surged to a one-

year high of 8.3 per cent in August as
employment sequentially fell by 2 million to
394.6 million, according to data from the
Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy
(CMIE).During July, the unemployment rate
was at 6.8 per cent and the employment was
397 million, the CMIE data added. “The ur-
ban unemployment rate is usually higher at

about 8 per cent than the rural unemploy-
ment rate, which is usually around 7 per cent.
In August the urban unemployment rate
shot up to 9.6 per cent and rural unemploy-
ment rate also increased to 7.7 per cent,”
CMIE managing director Mahesh Vyas told
PTI.

Vyas further stated that erratic rainfall
affected sowing activities and this is one of
the reasons for the increase in unemploy-
ment in rural India.

The unemployment rate in rural India
rose from 6.1 per cent in July to 7.7 per cent
in August. More importantly, the employ-
ment rate fell from 37.6 per cent to 37.3 per
cent. – Business Standard, October 5.
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New Age

HAZARIBAGH: The three-day state conference
of the Jharkhand unit of the Communist Party of India
began on September 23, 2022 with a massive rally
here. A huge procession with tribal dancing and rais-
ing slogans was taken out from the district school
ground of Hazaribagh, led by party national coun-
cil secretary Dr Bhalchandra Kango, national
executive member Nagendra Nath Ojha, state council
secretary Bhuvneshwar Prasad Mehta and assistant
secretary Mahendra Pathak. The massive rally cul-
minated at the Hazaribagh district school ground,
after passing through the Hazaribagh city where a
public meeting was held.

Seventh Jharkhand CPI State Conference

CALL TO DISLODGE BJP GOVT

CPI national executive member  Nagendra Nath Ojha addressing the conference

AT CENTRE FROM POWER

The meeting was pre-
sided over by Rajendra
Yadav, a member of the
party national council
and Mahendra Pathak
conducted the
programme. The meet-
ing was addressed by
national council secre-
tary  Ramendra Kumar,
Dr Bhalchandra Kango,
Nagendra Nath Ojha and
others.

In his address,
Ramendra Kumar said
that due to the anti-
people policies of the BJP
government at the Cen-
tre, inflation is at its peak
and the country’s
economy has collapsed.
At the behest of Adanis
and Ambanis, the prime

minister is selling off all
the national wealth of the
country. He said that if
the country has to be
saved, the BJP has to be
removed from power.
He said that the Modi
government is mislead-
ing the people and
fooling the farmers,
workers, students, youth
in the name of Hindutva.

Nagendra Nath Ojha
addressing the rally said
that the RSS-BJP combine
led Modi government
brought an ordinance to
take away the land of the
farmers. It could not suc-
ceed due to public
protest. Then the govern-
ment brought in three
anti-farmer black laws.

The farmers, workers,
students, youth, women,
intellectuals, journalists
and other progressive
sections fought unitedly
against the laws continu-
ously for one year. Seven
hundred farmers sacri-
ficed their lives and
finally the government
was forced to withdraw
the laws.

He observed that
demonetisation, GST
and lockdown have
completely broken the
back of the people. With
rising inflation and grow-
ing unemployment,
people find it very diffi-
cult to run their homes.
If the country and Consti-
tution have to be saved,
Modi will have to be
ousted from power. All
the national assets of the
country are being sold.
To divert the attention of
the people, the govern-
ment is coming out with
populist slogans in the
name of temples,
mosques, Hindus and
Muslims.

Dr Kango in his ad-
dress said that Modi’s
policies are anti-national
and anti-people. They
have handed over all
public units to them,
misusing power to ben-
efit only Adani and
Ambani. He said that a
strong communist party
has to be formed to fight
against all anti-people
policies. But by doing the
politics of Hindutva, all
the sections of people are
being misled.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Bhuvaneshwar
Prasad Mehta said that
the BJP has exploited the
state of Jharkhand most.
There is a need for a big
movement in the state to
save the mineral wealth,
water and forest land. He
appealed to the people to
join in thousands the Raj
Bhavan march in Ranchi
on November 7.

Delegate Session
The session started

with flag hoisting at Dr
Gajendra Thakur Nagar
in Umesh Nazir Sabha
Bhawan by veteran com-
munist leader Omi Lala

Azad. Tributes were
paid to the martyrs by
offering floral tributes
and observing one-
minute silence.

The conference was
inaugurated by Dr
Kango. In his inaugural
address, he said that the
Modi government at the
Centre is working at the
behest of Adanis and
Ambanis. The condition
of the country is getting
worse and is on the verge
of bankruptcy. The day
is not far when a situation
like Sri Lanka will arise
in our country too. He
said that the BJP govern-
ment is selling off all
profit-making PSUs like
coal, SAIL, BHEL, LIC,
banks, insurance, rail-
ways, airports, etc. The
debt on the country is
increasing day by day.
Inflation is at its peak in
the country.

He added that the
Modi government has
failed to fulfill any of the
promises made during
the elections. There is a
need to build a strong

Mahendra Pathak
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