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Communist Party of India general secretary D Raja

said that the five-day 24th Party Congress of the party
which concluded in Vijayawada on October 18, 2022
has decided to make all out efforts to defeat BJP in
the general elections in 2024. He was briefing the media
in the national capital on the decisions of the Party
Congress on October 27, 2022 at party’s central head-
quarters, Ajoy Bhavan. Party national council
secretaries Amarjeet Kaur and Binoy Viswam were
also present at the press meet.

Unseat BJP from Power in 2024

D Raja said that the
BJP-RSS combine is pos-
ing grave threats to
secularism, democracy
and the very Constitu-
tion of the country. The
BJP government headed
by Narendra Modi is
pursing disastrous poli-
cies plunging the country
into all pervasive deep
crisis.

The economy is in
shambles. The value of
Indian rupee has fallen to
such a low level, damag-
ing the honour of the
nation. Unemployment
has grown to an unprec-
edented high causing
unrest among the youth.
World Hunger Index
ranks the country at a
shameful low level. In-
flation and prices are
high. But the corporate
and big business houses

are allowed to loot the
national assets and
wealth of the nation. The
government is bent upon
to dismantle public sec-
tor and privatise the
PSUs.

He said that the BJP-
RSS combine is
determined to debase the
basic tenets of the Consti-
tution and to change the
very character of Indian
State, which according to
the Constitution is a
secular, welfare and fed-
eral state.

Atrocities on Dalits,
tribals and minorities are
on the increase. The con-
stitutional and
democratic rights of the
citizens are being
crushed. What the coun-
try is witnessing today is
the emergence of corpo-
rate communal fascism.

The situation de-
mands that the primary
objective should be to
defeat BJP-RSS combine
in order to save the
people from devastation.

D Raja pointed out
that the Political Resolu-
tion adopted by the Party
Congress calls upon all
secular, democratic par-
ties, regional parties, the
left forces and social
movements to come to-
gether and put up a
strong united fight to
defeat BJP and its allies
in 2024 Parliament Elec-
tions.

Basic issues of liveli-
hood such as education,
healthcare, employment,
housing, food and land
must be taken up to en-
sure the rights of our
people to live with dig-
nity.

Strengthen Party
Organisation

The Congress dis-
cussed in detail the steps
to be taken to strengthen
the party organisation.
Applying Marxism-
Leninism to Indian
context, party must in-

tensify its struggle to put
an end to class exploita-
tion, annihilation of caste
and for ending patriar-
chy.

He said that the party
is going to celebrate its
centenary in 2025. Party
must emerge with a
strength of one million
membership and with
significant presence in
Parliament, state legisla-
tures and local bodies
across the country.

Strengthen
Left Unity

The general secretary
revealed that the Party
Congress has appealed
to all left parties to
strengthen the left unity.
The unity of the commu-
nist movement is critical
in the fight against corpo-
rate-communal fascist
forces. CPI Congress has
reiterated its stand on
unification of the com-
munist movement on a
principled basis.

The general secretary
informed the media that
he was unanimously re-
elected as the party

general secretary. He
also announced the
names of the newly
elected members of the
national secretariat and
national executive.

Answering a question
regarding the ongoing
tussle between Kerala
governor Arif
Mohammed Khan and
the Left Democratic
Front government in the
state, D Raja said that in
the last eight years we
have seen governors go-
ing out of their way to
create a crisis where none
exists. The governor’s
office is redundant and
no longer has a place in
a parliamentary democ-
racy. 

The general secretary
said that the issue was
discussed at length at the
24th Congress. 

“One should under-
stand what the mandate
of a governor is? He func-
tions according to the
advice of the council of
ministers. Going against
his constitutional duties,
he is intentionally seek-

CPI general secretary D Raja addressing the press conference. National
council secretaries Amarjeet Kaur and Binoy Viswam are also seen.
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EditorialEditorialEditorialEditorialEditorial
Thirty first October is at our door step

again, the day of ‘March on Rome’, when
Mussolini proceeded towards the capi-
tal of Italy hundred years back, with his
black shirt clad young boys with arms.
Even before that on October 28, 1922, the
king in Italy was forced to accept
Mussolini as his prime minister. But that
was not all. Mussolini, with the sole aim
of destruction of democracy, organised
a brutal massacre in 1925.  The barbaric
killings helped him to establish his rule
of terror. Despite the fact that he had
woven terror at the roots of the autocracy
he was moving towards, he had named
it ‘a totalitarian state’. The year of 1925 was
significant for us Indians as well. It was
in the same year that Rashtriya Swayam
sewak Sangh was born on September 27,
though not without its nemesis, that is the
Communist Party of India, founded on
December 26, 1925. In 1925, Mussolini
declared October 28 as the “Day of Fas-
cist Revolution”. But the revolution never
came to its completion. Even before that,
on April 6, PCI, or the Communist Party
of Italy took part in elections and despite
fascist attacks and endless interruptions,
managed to get 2,68,000 votes and sev-
eral seats. Among those who came
victorious, Antonio Gramsci was one of
the most popular leader.  The decade of
1920s presented quite a few difficulties
for the party when the Mattiotti crisis burst
out. Mattiotti was a socialist parliamen-
tarian brutally killed by fascists. Italy was
torn in sharp and strong contradictions.
Anti fascist forces started raising their
heads and communist leaders like
Togliatti and Gramsci started writing in

support of united front against the fascist
rule. In 1931, in the fourth congress of the
PCI organised in Germany, Italian leader
Togliatti brought in the slogan of United
Front, and at his initiative, radicals,
Trotskites, socialists and the communists
came together and had an agreement on
August 17, 1934. Soon after in 1935, in the
seventh congress of the Communist Inter-
national, Georgi Dimitrov stressed on the
unity of countries and classes to defeat fas-
cism. It was in these days that PCI leader
Togliatti, in his article,’From where does
fascism gains its strength,’ wrote that fas-
cism must be recognised in its true colours.
He warns against repeating the meaning-
less statements and dogmas and cautioned
that the example of fascism in Italy should
not be used mechanically in the context of
other countries. He said that whatever is
true about Italy could be so in other coun-
tries too but not always.  In his lectures, he
analysed the emergence, its structure and
its class character as well as differences
between Nazism in Germany and Fascism
in Italy. Fascism must be seen in its real
colours, which is not at all another form of
capitalist democracy.  Despite the limita-
tions, democracy is never another form of
fascism.  Also fascism is not the same as the
democratic rule with its oppressive char-
acter and being without people’s support.

Togliatti defined fascism as the terror-
ist dictatorship of chauvinist elements, that
are imperialist, reactionary features of fi-
nance capital. Fascism prepares popular
ground for the growth of monopoly capi-
tal. Togliatti and the other communists
stressed in the thirteenth plenum that fas-
cism also prepares its widely popular
foundation even among petty office work-

ers, civil servants who have been discon-
nected from their own identity. During
the first world war itself, Lenin had seen
that imperialists and monopoly capital-
ists were shirking away from those
features of democracy that got developed
during the beginning of fascist evolution
and in return, try to attack them. In fact
this new economy has a feature which is
monopoly capitalism and develops from
political democratic system to political
reaction. This is according to the compe-
tition free from democracy, and follows
political reactionary monopoly economy.
Lenin had observed that here is a natu-
ral trend in monopoly capital to attack
democracy and to establish an open au-
tocratic rule. He always criticised the
limited role of democracy and stressed
on socialist democracy. But it was also
true that he always stood for defending
democracy in capitalism and how in capi-
talism democracy must be protected.

Even after so many decades, these facts
remain unchanged. One example is In-
dia itself. There is the finance capital
ruling over the economic scene. The level
of exploitation has arrived at unprec-
edented levels. Fascism has offered the
concept of corporate state, but
corporatisation itself has proved to be
source of contradictions. Parliament used
to be one space where people’s represen-
tation was visible. Fascism made it its one
of the first targets. The masses, burdened
with laws,find it impossible to carry fur-
ther. But their optimism is still alive since
even Mussolini was not spared. He had
to face the masses and pay in the same
coin he had treated others with.

Fascism and Mussolini

The National Secretariat
of the Communist Party of
India issued the following
statement on November 2,
2022, demanding the with-
drawal of the case filed
against CPI National Ex-
ecutive member and general
secretary of National Fed-
eration of Indian Women
(NFIW) Annie Raja:

Withdraw Case Filed against Annie Raja: CPI
The National Secre-

tariat of the Communist
Party of India deplores
the case filed against CPI
National Executive
member and NFIW gen-
eral secretary Annie Raja
and demands its with-
drawal.

The case filed against
her is regarding a public

meeting held at Jantar
Mantar in December,
2021 to mark two years’
of protests for equal citi-
zenship. She is accused
of violating Section 144
of IPC, sections of Epi-
demic Disease Act and
Disaster Management
Act. The party feels that
the case is totally base-

less and is aimed at sti-
fling voices of dissent
and protest against the
anti-people policies of
the BJP government.

The CPI appeals to all
secular democratic par-
ties and movements to
raise their voice in de-
fence of expression of
dissent to the anti-
people policies of the

government of the day
and in defence of consti-
tutional and democratic
rights of the citizens.

Annie Raja attended
the hearing at the Patiala
House court on Novem-
ber 2, 2022 and was given
bail. The court post-
poned the case for
hearing to January 7,
2023.
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Great Britain, at
present, is going through
an economic turmoil. In
a way, all the countries
have suffered from the
adverse economic impact
of pandemic for the last
two years in 2020-21, then
again in 2021-22, and are
on the path of recovery.
Britain and Europe are
suffering from the impact
of Russia-Ukraine war, in
terms of reduction of
wheat supply, oil and gas
supply. This has resulted
in high inflation (of about
10 per cent) in Britain. It
is supposed to be the
highest in 40 years. This
has further resulted in
instability among busi-
nesses. Within a period
of 45 days, two prime
ministers have been re-
placed by the ruling
conservative party and its
another, third Prime Min-
ister, Rishi Sunak (of
Indian origin) has been
elected as leader of the
house, on October 24,
2022. The rapidity with
which the economic fluc-
tuations and their
political consequences
have happened, has sur-
prised and shocked the
world.

The main economic
challenges being faced by
the British economy are
historically high infla-
tion; the continued
inflation has reduced the
value of the gilt-edged
government securities;
the reduced value has led
to a fall in their prices.
These securities have
been the main assets (in-
vestment) of the
Employees’ Pension
Funds. These funds have
been an important source
of investible funds in the
market on the one hand
and stable returns for
workers savings, on the
other. The inflation has
knocked down this in-
come source available to

Economic Turmoil in UK, an Ex-Empire
the common man and
also the share of Pension
Funds in the British in-
vestment market.
Drastically reduced sup-
ply of gas and oil from
Russia (on which Europe
and Britain are heavily
dependent) has created
a crisis of energy in the
face of a long and severe
winter. Energy rationing
is under consideration
and the sharply rising en-
ergy prices are now being
called a cost-of-living
crisis. Even the report of
the International Mon-
etary Fund, ‘World
Economic Outlook’ has
added a bye line ‘Coun-
tering the Cost of Living
Crisis’ to its title. Al-
though operating at a
higher level as compared
to India, the British
economy is facing a fresh
economic crisis. After
coming out of the 2008
crash caused by the
American Sub-Prime
Lending crisis, U.K. is
now facing after-effects
of pandemic, direct con-
sequences of
Russia-Ukraine War
plus the periodic conse-
quences of the capitalist
economy, like reduced
incomes and livelihood
of masses, decline in
purchasing power, ris-
ing rates of interest
affecting employment
generation etc.

The ‘Conservative’
Policies

The Conservative
Party, through its short-
term governments, tried
its conservative pro-rich,
anti-labour policies
which triggered flash
attack on working class
and capital market also.
To encourage economic
recovery, the govern-
ment avoided giving any
succour to the common
people but offered tax
cuts to the super rich and

the revenue loss was pro-
posed to be met by public
borrowing. Since the per-
ception is that the
government has no ca-
pacity to repay  the
additional loans, the
market and the people
suddenly and sharply re-
acted. The earlier prime
minister and finance
minister had to resign
due to  a ‘bona fide mis-
take’. The Labour Unions
in major industries have
already gone and some
have issued notices of
going on strike. In sum,
the whole situation has
become anti-people.

The newly elected
Prime Minister, Rishi
Sunak, in spite of his In-
dian origin long ago and
his present marriage re-
lation in India, is a British
born, British -educated,
richer than the present
King of England, is a Brit-
ish citizen; member of
the Conservative party
holding conservative
economic views; has
been elected by the Con-
servative Party with a
mandate to solve the na-
tional crisis within the
vision of his party. All
these factors, in fact, re-
duce our expectations
from the new PM. Mainly
chilling points are the
energy-emergency dur-
ing the winters of 2022
and 2023. The IMF report
World Economic out-
look-2022 has already
warned that “… the worst
is yet to come”, it further
informs that “Our latest
forecasts project global
growth to remain un-
changed in 2022 at 3.2 per
cent and to slow to 2.7 per
cent in 2023… with a 25
per cent probability that
it could fall below two
per cent… for many

people, 2023 will feel
like a recession (World
Economic Outlook 2022,
IMF, P. XIII). “Too many
low income countries are
in or close to debt dis-
tress… Common
Framework for the most
affected countries is ur-
gently needed to avert a
wave of sovereign debt
crisis. Time may soon be
running out.” (op.cit. p.
XIV).

Imperialism Factor
A deeper thought will

throw up a question as to
why a mighty imperial
country like U.K. should
suffer from economic in-
s t a b i l i t y ,
unemployment, low
wages in the face of con-
tinuing inflation? One
reason which appears
plausible is that as docu-
mentary evidences
show, earlier the colonies
were treated as shock
absorbers (for low
wages, inflation, unem-
ployment, poverty etc.)
and benefits went to the
imperial country. Even
within the imperial coun-
try benefits went to the
rich people and the com-
mon people in U.K. did
migrate (mainly to U.S.)
for better remuneration.
It means that the U.K.
capitalism, with its larg-
est empire ever (with
some 40 colonized coun-
tries), could not give
economic justice either to
the people subjugated
or even to its own citi-
zens. But by cross
transactions, the empire
(and other small em-
pires) experienced
stability. After the
World-War II, the empire
having been liquidated,
the economy of U.K. be-
came that of a small
country, unable to solve
its own socio-economic-
political problems like
whether to stay in the

European Common Mar-
ket, how to repay its
accumulated public
debt; how to control the
visa-influx of people be-
longing to its own
erstwhile empire, how to
render stability to its
economy, how to control
the income inequalities
in a now-rigid economy;
how to garner public vote
for the Conservative
Party facing general elec-
tion in 2024, etc.

More perplexing ques-
tion is that during the
imperial era, in order to
expand and manage the
empire, new political
ideas, principles
emerged in the U.K. But
having lost the empire,
the innovative vigour in
U.K. seems to have de-
clined. Paul Collier,
Professor of Economics
and Public Policy at the
Oxford Blavatnik School
of Government, pro-
foundly remarks (The
Future of Capitalism:
Facing the New Anxi-
eties, Allen Lane, 2018, p.
201) that “Capitalism is
generating divided soci-
eties in which many
people lead anxious
lives… “(The Future of
Capitalism: Facing the
New Anxieties, Allen
Lane, 2018, p. 201) Dur-
ing the era following the
Great Depression, prag-
matic policies put
capitalism on track; they
can do it again. Yet our
political system is not
generating such policies.
It has become as dysfunc-
tional as our economies.
Why is it no longer ca-
pable of thinking
pragmatically about so-
lutions to problems?

Let us wait and see
whether Prime Minister
Sunak is able to change
the British system so as
to solve its present eco-
nomic and political
problems? 

Shreeniwas
Khandewale
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The following are the second set of mes-
sages from the World Communist and
Workers’ Parties to the 24th CPI Party Con-
gress:

Communist Party
of Greece (KKE)

On behalf of the KKE, we would like to
wish you success in the 24th Congress of
your Party. Our parties have developed
comradely bilateral relations of friendship
and solidarity. They meet in the Interna-
tional Meetings of Communist and
Workers’ Parties and cooperate within the
framework of the World Federation of Trade
Unions, the World Peace Council, and the
World Federation of Democratic Youth. We
express our internationalist solidarity with
the members and cadres of the CPI, the
women and men, who are struggling against
the offensive of capital and the anti-people
policies of the BJP government, in defence
of the rights of the working class and the
people.

Your Congress is taking place at a time
of intense developments at the international
level marked by the intensification of im-
perialist aggression, the proliferation of the
hotbeds of war, and the situation that has
been globally shaped by the sharpening of
inter-imperialist competition over mineral
wealth, energy, labour force, geopolitical
pillars, commodity transport routes, and
market shares. In these circumstances, the
imperialist war in Ukraine stands out, as
does the intense rivalry between the US and
China for supremacy in the international
imperialist system. These are developments
that shed light on the sharp contradictions
and impasses in the capitalist system.

Your Congress is being held in conditions
where a new, deeper, economic capitalist
crisis is looming; where impoverishment
is increasing; where prices are skyrocket-
ing; where inflation is galloping; where the
exploitation of the working class, the poor
farmers, and the other popular strata is
intensifying.

The working class and the popular strata
in your country and across the world have
paid a heavy price during the pandemic due
to the commodification of health, the lack
of effective measures of protection, the
sacrifice of health on the altar of the profit
of the monopoly groups, and unemploy-
ment. Today they are once again confronted
with the capitalist normality of hunger,
energy poverty, uncertainty, exploitation,
and war.

The contradictions between the monopo-
lies, the bourgeois states, and their alliances
lead to imperialist wars. Such is the war
being waged in Ukraine, where the inter-
ests of capitalist Russia are clashing with
the interests and plans of the USA, NATO,
and the EU to control the country’s markets,
raw materials, and transport networks,
cause the bloodshed of two peoples that
had been living in brotherhood until the
overthrow of the USSR.

The new strategic concept of NATO, the
shift in focus of the US strategy in the region,
and the creation of new imperialist alli-
ances such as AUKUS and QUAD are

Greetings from World Communist and Workers’ Parties
turning the Indo-Pacific region — where the
confrontation between the US and China for
supremacy in the world capitalist system
is most pronounced— into a key field of
confrontation. The danger of a generalized
war, even with the use of nuclear weapons,
is growing.

The aggression of capital is also ex-
pressed in the reactionary turn of the
bourgeois political systems, which use
fascist, racist, communalist, and fundamen-
talist groups, and engage in
anti-communism, irrationalism, and racism
to divide the working class and smash its
movement.

In Greece, the KKE struggles for the dis-
engagement of our country from the
imperialist war and the closure of the US–
NATO bases, so that our country becomes
neither a “victim” nor a “victimizer”; for
the disengagement from the imperialist
unions of NATO and the EU, with the people
being masters in their land. It leads the
workers’-people’s struggles against the
conservative government of New Democ-
racy, which continues the anti-people’s
policy of the social-democratic government
of Syriza. It shows particular regard for the
defence of the rights of immigrants and
their organization in trade unions. Impor-
tant struggles, such as those of the
construction workers, the dockers in
Piraeus, the food-delivery workers, etc,
have been successful. We struggle so that
the daily struggles form a united, nation-
wide, coordinated movement of the
working class and its allies. We struggle
to strengthen the rallying of broader masses
with the KKE for the overthrow of the po-
litical correlation of forces.

We work for the re-groupment of the
labour-trade union movement and the forg-
ing of the Social Alliance between the
working class and the urban and rural popu-
lar strata, which will struggle for all people’s
problems and, in conditions of a revolution-
ary situation, will be transformed into a
Revolutionary Front that will overthrow the
capitalist system, form the new institutions
of workers’ power, and pave the way for
the construction of socialism — commu-
nism, with the socialization of the means
of production, the central scientific plan-
ning of the economy, and workers’ control.

Comrades, These conditions pose seri-
ous tasks and challenges to communists all
over the world, who need to intensify their
efforts to enhance the organizational and
ideological-political strengthening of our
parties; to strengthen our joint struggle on
the principles of Marxism-Leninism and
proletarian internationalism; to deepen the
exchange of ideas and the collective discus-
sion of experience in overcoming
difficulties and delays in order to take steps
in the elaboration of the revolutionary strat-
egy of the International Communist
Movement, in a line of rupture with the
capitalist system and its managers of all
kinds, in the perspective of their overthrow.

With these thoughts, we would like to
wish you success in your 24th Congress and
your daily struggles.

Philippine Communist Party
The Philippine Communist Party (PKP

1930) sends warmest comradely greetings

to the 24th Congress.  The PKP-1930 fully
supports the CPI’s struggle against the
communal (Hindutva) program of the pro-
corporate Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
rightwing regime of Narendra Modi which
controls the Indian national government,
and which program has led to the grave
economic and political crisis that India is
facing today. We wish every success to the
CPI’s program of building a broad-based
Left Democratic Secular front to safeguard
the secular fabric of Indian society, and
counter the BJP’s thrust of polarizing the
Indian masses along religious lines. We
further wish every success to the decisions
to be taken by your 24th Congress for the
strengthening of your party in order to
unleash more mass movements against the
adverse impacts of the neo-liberal economic
policies pursued by the BJP government,
which policies are further impoverishing
the Indian masses. We thank you for invit-
ing our party to send a representative to this
very important Congress of yours, and we
sincerely regret our inability to positively
respond to your invitation. Please rest as-
sured that we deeply treasure the historic
ties between our two parties, and our abid-
ing commitment to our common struggle
against imperialism, neo-fascism, racism
and communalism — the struggle for
peace, freedom, democracy and socialism.

Japanese Communist Party
On the occasion of the 24th Congress of

Communist Party of India, we, the Japanese
Communist Party, send heartfelt greetings
of congratulations and solidarity to you.

We hope that your Congress will bear
much fruit in reducing Indian people’s
suffering from the Covid-19 pandemic,
expanding mass movements by working
people and farmers, overcoming neo-lib-
eral policies, and advancing peace building
efforts. We also wish that it will create a
renewed momentum to advance your or-
ganizational work and cooperation among
the left and democratic forces.

In Japan, we are striving for peace, im-
proving people’s lives and upholding
democracy, while taking on the govern-
ment which pushes forward anti-people
policies such as strengthening the US-Ja-
pan military alliance and neo-liberalism.
As for the Russia-Ukraine war, we oppose
Russian aggression and demand that Russia
withdraw its troops and the war be resolved
based on the principles of the UN Charter
and international law. We have strongly
rejected any bloc-building, military com-
petition and escalation in the Indo-Pacific
region by seizing this opportunity, and are
promoting peace diplomacy to strengthen
the regional framework of cooperation in-
clusive for every country.

 Under these circumstances, we look
forward to further developing cooperation
with you for our common struggle, such as
pursuing a peaceful world order based on
the UN Charters, abolishing nuclear weap-
ons and ending climate crisis.
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Genetic Engi
neering Ap
praisal Com-

mittee, GOI (GEAC) has
permitted on October 18
the environmental re-
lease of
genetically-modified
(GM) mustard. Being the
first food crop, the stud-
ies by expert question the
environmental and
biosafety as well as hu-
man health risks
associated with hasty
government approval.
Gory experience of GM
cotton, which resulted in
havoc and farmer sui-
cides in cotton fields
during the last decade
and half only benefited
Monsanto and other
Agribussiness MNCs.

What is GM
mustard

Scientists at the Centre
for Genetic Manipula-
tion of Crop Plants,
University of Delhi have
developed the transgenic
GM mustard hybrid
DMH-11( ‘Dhara Mus-
tard Hybrid’) to make the
crop tolerant to herbicide
power to tolerate high
dose of applied chemical
weed killer introduced
by incorporating two
genes –barnase and
barstar – found in the soil
b a c t e r i u m  B a c i l l u s
amyloliquefaciens were
introduced in to two
mustard varieties,
‘Varuna’ and ‘Early
Heera-2’. The later two
mustard varieties were
crossed in to mustard
hybrid using a genetic
technique called ‘male
sterility’. The introduced
bacterial genes in the
hybrid, makes its plants
tolerant of a herbicide
called glufosinate ammo-
nium. Glufosinate is a
sister chemical of
glyphosate or Agent Or-
ange from Vietnam war),
while all other weeds in

GM Mustard Harmful to
Environment and Human Health

the field are killed.

Environmental
and Health

Hazards
Wide spread applica-

tion of this weedicide not
just pollutes soil, water
bodies and enters food
chain, thus harming hu-

man health. Glufosinate
and glypohosate are
known cancer agents
and daily consumption
of contaminated food is
harmful to human
health. In villages of
Punjab, UP and several
states people on daily
basis consume Sarson ki
saag (green mustard
leaf), cooking oil in diet
and oil cake in poultry
and animal feed. Author
of this article while work-
ing on GM crops as a
Scientist in Queensland,

Australia had shown
how introduced gene
synthesized toxin leaks
to leaves, seeds and the
chemical residues that
harm bees, birds and
humans from its con-
sumption (PNAS
USA,1998). Only party

that would potentially
benefit from immense
chemicalization of agri-
culture is chemical giant
BAYER, the sole manu-
facturer of Glufosinate
and glypohosate.

Government claims
cultivation of GM mus-
tard would increase oil
seed production and
helps in cutting huge
sum of 20 billion dollars
spent on import of veg-
etable oils. However,
experimental yield trials
conducted by regulatory
authority GEAC at In-
dian Agricultural
Institute, Pusa campus,
New Delhi did not show
any yield supremacy of
GM mustard hybrid
compared to ruling vari-

ety Varuna. But on Octo-
ber 18 GEAC declared
that the transgenic DMH-
11 can have 20 to 25
percent yield advantage
over Varuna but did not
provide yield data in
public domain. The argu-
ments are unfounded

since they are devoid of
experimental data avail-
able in public domain.

Chasing honey
bees away

Over chemicalization
of mustard fields could
shrink the number of
bees as indicated by sev-
eral entomologists. Bees
not just provide us
honey but by pollinating
flowers endow us high
yields of grain and also
fruits. It is estimated that
nearly 30 percent of food
is produced in fields
world over thanks to
these humble bees. Food
GM crop cultivation
threatens our nation’s
food security. Late Dr.
Pushpa Bharghav, leg-
endary molecular
biologist; been Vice
President for former
Knowledge Commis-
sion and actively
advocated the health is-
sues, and warned against
threats from environ-
mental havoc created by
GM crops in Indian agri-
culture.

Agro ecological
alternatives

Pro GM crop support-
ers, corporate agri

bussiness sections of
unethical scientists of-
ten claim GM is the
only solution for in-
creasing food
production (reducing
costly vegetable oil
imports) and to combat
hunger. In contrast in
late 80’s Yellow revo-
lution was heralded
under ICAR National
Oil seeds Mission,

which successfully in-
creased oil seed
production and made
the nation self -reliant in
vegetable oil

production. India is
home to valuable oil seed
crops such as Sessame,
yellow mustard, ground-

nut and ICAR NBPGR’s
Gene bank maintains
nearly 30,000 types of oil
seed varieties safe. The
National Oil seeds Mis-
sion made use of this rich
collection and East Euro-
pean oil seed germplasm
in traditional plant
breeding and evolved
dozens of high yielding
crop varieties. These
crop seeds were freely
made available by pub-
lic sector research to
millions of small farmers
around the country.
However, under the in-
fluence of WTO and
unethical export trader
lobby the import taxes of
vegetable oils was dras-
tically reduced.

Thus, cheap imports
prompted by MNC Agro
business labby, domes-
tic oil seed cultivation
became unviable and In-
dia became dependent
on vegetable oil imports.

Benefits Corporate
Agribusiness Approval
for commercial GM
mustard cultivation
opens gates for introduc-
tion of other Gm food
crops like brinjal, rice,
wheat, maize. This will
destroy public sector
agricultueral research
and leads to monopoly
of MNC corporates on In-
dian seeds sector. Sad
experience of GM cotton
monopoly by Monsanto
being a clear example.
Recent government deci-
sion will not only pushes
oue farmers in to much
deeper distress but aldo
destabilizes PDS by
threatening sovereign
food production and
food security. Union
government should im-
mediately withdraw
approval for commercial
cultivation of GM
mustard.

Author is Rtd Principal
Scientist, Genomics, ICAR
New Delhi.

Dr Soma Marla
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The provisional pay-
roll data of EPFO
released in October, 2022,
reveals that formal job
creation in August
sharply dropped by seven
per cent compared to a
month earlier in July,
though the government
press release preferred to
claim that the
organisation added 16.94
lakh net members, which
was an increase of 14.40
per cent as compared to
the corresponding month
during last year in 2021.

Modi government’s
claim was aimed shrewdly
to veil the present ground
realities in the labour mar-
ket in which formal
salaried jobs with certain
level of social security is di-
minishing. The companies
in organised sector have
increasingly been cutting
jobs and resorting to
outsourcing, which is also
reflected in the latest EPFO
data. The government’s
comparison show increase
because of the low employ-
ment level last year when
numerous workplaces
were just closed or under
strict containment mea-
sures imposed during
second wave of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Despite Claims of Recovery Labour Market is Down

Sharp Fall in Job Creation
August 2021 was the time
when the market has just
started recovering.

The EPFO data shows
that net job addition in
August 2022 declined to
16.94 lakh from 18.2 lakh
in July, while it stood at
18.3 lakh in June. It means
sharp fall in formal job
creation in the third con-
secutive month since June.
It is in contrast with Modi
government’s claim that
they are working hard for
quality regular and formal
job creation in the country.
It was also the month of
June when the PM Modi
has announced that they
would give job to 10 lakh
people in government sec-
tor in 18 months. By
October this month they
have distributed 75,000
jobs in a “Rojgar Mela”
recently while formal job
creation declined sharply
month after month.

Of the total 16.94 lakh
members added during
August 2022, the EPFO
data shows, that around
9.87 lakh new members
have come under the ambit
of EPFO for the first time.
Out of 9.87 lakh new mem-
bers added, approximately
only 58.32 percent are from

the age-group of 18-25
years of age. This age-
group signifies a crucial
stage for an individual’s
potential in terms of earn-
ing capacity and joining
organized workforce in
large numbers following
their education.

The data shows that
during the month, ap-
proximately 7.07 lakh net
members exited but re-
joined EPFO by changing
their jobs within the estab-
lishments covered by EPFO
and opted to transfer their
funds from previous PF
account to the current ac-
count instead of
submitting claims for final
settlement. This may be at-
tributed to various
e-initiatives taken by EPFO
for seamless and uninter-
rupted service delivery.
However, the exit of such
a large number of regular
employees is a matter of
concern, since it under-
scores the continued
volatility in the labour
market.

Gender-wise analysis of
payroll data indicates that

enrolment of net female
members has been only
3.63 lakh in August, 2022.
Year-on-year comparison
of enrolment data shows
that net membership of
females in organized
workforce has increased
by 22.60 percent in August,
2022 comparing with the
net female membership
during previous year in
August, 2021. However,
the level of female partici-
pation is still very low in
comparison to male par-
ticipation in the
workforce. Moreover,
comparison with last year
is misleading, since that
was the time of the second
wave of the pandemic.

State-wise payroll fig-
ures highlights that
month-on-month growing
trend in net member addi-
tion was observed in states
of Uttar Pradesh, West
Bengal, Odisha,
Jharkhand, Bihar etc. Dur-
ing the month, the states of
Maharashtra, Karnataka,
Tamil Nadu, Haryana,
Gujarat and Delhi con-
tinue to remain in lead by
adding approximately
11.25 lakh net members
during the month, which
is 66.44 percent of total net
payroll addition across all
age groups. The data show
that labour market recov-
ery concentrated in only
few states of the country
while the majority are still
waiting for formal sector
jobs availability.

The classification of in-
dustry-wise payroll data
indicates that mainly two
categories, that are ‘Expert
services’ (consisting of
manpower agencies, pri-
vate security agencies and
small contractors among
others) and ‘Trading-
C o m m e r c i a l
establishments’ constitute
47.03 percent of total mem-
ber addition during the
month. Comparing indus-
try-wise data with that of
previous month, higher en-
rolments have been noticed
in industries namely, ‘Elec-

trical, Mechanical or Gen-
eral Engineering Products’,
‘Electronic Media Compa-
nies in Private Sector’,
‘University’, ‘Financing Es-
tablishment’ etc. It also
indicates uneven
sectorwise recovery, in
which most of the sectors
are lagging behind.

The data from Employ-
ees’ State Insurance
Corporation (ESIC) also
show similar falling trend
in formal jobs. In August
2022, only 1.46 lakh sub-
scribers were added under
this scheme compared to
1.59 lakh in July. It was a
decline of eight per cent in
a month. In June, there
was an addition of 1.56
lakh and in May it was 1.51.

There was also decline
in the new National Pen-
sion Scheme (NPS). In
August new additions
were 65,543 as against
66,014 in July.

The decline in formal
sector job creation despite
the economic recovery
shows that the economic
recovery is not working for
the workforce, and the
present conditions in the
labour market is further
pushing informalisation of
jobs, which are mostly vul-
nerable. October is ending
with an unemployment
rate of about eight per cent,
as against 6.43 per cent in
September according to
CMIE data.

It indicates tough time
ahead for job seekers in
general, and formal job
seekers in particular.
Labour market metrics in
October is significantly
poorer than in September.
LPR remains under 40 per
cent and an employment
rate in the range of 35-36
per cent. There is no sign
of improvement in the
labour market despite the
RBI’s claim of accelerated
economic recovery in com-
ing months, since such a
growth creates wealth but
not enough jobs. India ur-
gently needs a course
correction.  

Dr Gyan Pathak

ing out conflict with an
elected government,”
Raja said. He implored
President Droupadi
Murmu to immediately
act against Khan, remind-
ing her that governors
serve at the pleasure of
the President. 

“Fundamentally, in a
constitutional parlia-
mentary democracy, we
do not need a governor.
They are political appoin-
tees of the party in power
in Delhi. In the last eight
years we have seen gov-
ernors going out of their
way to create a crisis
where none exists,” he

added. 
Of late, even the Elec-

tion Commission has
started interfering into
the affairs of political
parties whereas the
Commission is man-
dated only to ensure free
and fair elections. He
said that the party has
written a strong letter to
the Chief Election Com-
missioner on October 21,
2022 objecting to the
overstretching of the
mandate given to it.

The party in the letter
has drawn the attention
of the Commission to the
fact that “Article 324 vests
superintendence, direc-

tion and control of elec-
tions with the Election
Commission, clearly
delineating its mandate
when read with Article
327 of the Constitution.
Article 327 empowers the
Parliament to make pro-
vision with respect to
elections and not the
ECI.” Hence the party
feels that the move of the
Commission over the
promises made in the
election manifestos is
overstretching of the
mandate given to it and
hence an encroachment
upon the powers of the
Parliament and political
parties. 

Defeat BJP in 2024...
From Front Page
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A remarkable and his-
toric 24th five days
National Congress of the
Communist Party of India
at Vijayawada concluded
with unanimously re-
electing D Raja as party’s
general secretary for the
second term, with the pri-
mary agenda of defeating
the communal RSS-BJP,
and defeat the RSS-BJP
government at the Union
level, which is seeking to
redefine and dismantle a
secular India. The party
has seriously noted its re-
cent electoral
performances of the party,
which is going to complete
its historic 100 years in
2025. The Congress
stressed the need for a re-
juvenation of the party
and also focus on being
involved mass movements
through its mass
organisation on the major
mass issues like education,
employment, privatisation
and various women re-
lated issues.

The party has taken the
decision to reach out to the
students’ community
through All India Stu-
dents’ Federation (AISF)
both in schools and col-
leges to ensure that the
Right to Education Act be
implemented and de-
manding that the RTE be
extended from class 8th to
12th, opposing
privatisation and
commercialisation of edu-
cation, opposing
capitation fees and for the
universalisation of educa-
tion.

A participant in the CPI
rally on October 14 at
Vijayawada, who is an
aspiring IITian Tanish
Reddy who has just passed
12th said, “The education
and healthcare are being
commercialised and
privatised more ram-
pantly just the deprive and
marginalise the poor
people of the country. To
be an IITian in a private
institution, one has to
spend five to ten lakhs in
their studies. Government
is not willing to spend on
the higher education of its
own people. The students
of the country are demand-
ing to increase the
allocation of money from
2 to 30 per cent on educa-
tion. He also demanded
that Right to Education

CPI 24th Congress Pledges Struggle for Peoples’ Issues
(RTE) up to 8th class be
implemented honestly and
the educational right must
be extended up to 12th class
throughout India. He also
attacked the National
Education Policy (NEP)
which is nothing but
backdoor entry of commu-
nal and fascist ideology
and commercialising of
education. He was against
capitation fee and said
that educational institu-

tions are collecting capita-
tion free illegally which
must be taxed.

He said that the Madras
High Court held that any
amount or donations col-
lected by private
educational institutions in
exchange for admissions
will be termed as ‘capita-
tion fees’ and that
collection of capitation fees
is illegal and punishable.

The Madras High
Court held that any
amount or donations col-
lected by private
educational institutions in
exchange for admissions
will be termed as ‘capita-
tion fees’ and that
collection of capitation fees
is illegal and punishable.
A division bench of Jus-
tices R Mahadevan and
Mohammed Shaffiq in a
significant verdict said that
educational institutions
cannot collect capitation
fees from students seeking
admission and terming the
money as ‘corpus dona-
tion’ to evade from the
payment of income tax, he
said.

The NEP is stressing
more on Hindi and San-
skrit. It is against English.
Urdu one of the legendary
languages is dying day in
day out. In primary and
secondary schools, there
has been a reluctance to
include Urdu in the cur-

riculum and to employ
Urdu teachers, said Salim
one of the youngest par-
ticipants in the rally.

He lamented that the
number of Urdu speakers
in the country is declining
even as the overall popu-
lation is increasing and
held responsible state edu-
cation policies for the trend
and he said experts have
suggested that this could

be linked to reluctance on
the part of state govern-
ments to include Urdu in
school curricula at pri-
mary and secondary level
and in employing Urdu
teachers.

“The number of Urdu
speakers is declining. The
census data testifies to it.
This decline in a frame-
work of overall increase of
population raises a ques-
tion. Why is this
happening? Does it sug-
gest a pattern of language
abandonment, whether
voluntary or otherwise.
People who have worked
on this subject have come
to the conclusion that the
answer lies in state govern-
ment policies and the
pattern of school enrol-
ment,” he said.

One parent from
Telangana said that par-
ents looted in name of
security deposit; refund-
able fund, there must be fee
fixation panel to private
Schools.

“Adopting this most
unfair practice has the
potential of causing im-
mense damage to social
fabric. On the one hand,
the children of lesser mor-
tals lose opportunity to
compete in an otherwise
harsh world, and on the
other hand, some persons,
amongst those, who pay
huge amounts at the time

of admission of their wards
in these few schools, must
be arranging such money
through illegal means,” he
said.

It also said that the Su-
preme Court in this matter
had issued the judgment
that has ruled that once
fees are fixed by the Com-
mittee, the institute cannot
charge either directly or
indirectly any other

amount over and above the
amount fixed as fees. “It is
also provided by the judg-
ment that if any other
amount is charged, under
any other head or guise
e.g, donations the same
would amount to charging
of capitation fee.”

He said there is practice
of charging capitation fee
by medical colleges preva-
lent despite legislations. He
also said private medical
colleges are strictly prohib-
ited from accepting
payment of fees in cash in
order to avoid charging of
capitation fee.

He said there are hard
realities of
commercialisation of edu-
cation and evil practices
being adopted by many
institutions to earn large
amounts.

Capitation fee means
any amount, by whatever
name called, paid or col-
lected directly or indirectly
in excess of the fee pre-
scribed.

The youth wing of the
party will intensify its
struggle for Bhagat Singh
National Employment
Guarantee Act (BNEGA),
to all skilled and unskilled
youth, to fill up all the state
and Union government
posts and ensuring reser-
vation in private sectors
through enacting laws

and the unemployed
youth should be given in-
terest-free loans to start
small, marginal and me-
dium scale enterprises.

Harish Bala from
Karnataka said one of the
most widely discussed
rural initiatives from India
has been the National
Rural Employment Guar-
antee Act (NREGA) which
provides a guarantee of
employment in various
tasks of rural develop-
ment. While it can provide
very genuine benefits to
workers and peasants
while carrying out highly
useful tasks (like water
conservation), in practice
its implementation has
been increasingly marred
by less than adequate bud-
get allocation resulting in
availability of much less
than legally assured em-
ployment, low wages and
long delays in payment of
these wages.

During September 21-
23 several demonstrations,
rallies and public meetings
involving NREGA workers
and their organizations
are being held in various
parts of India. Around Rs.
2800 crore (one crore=10
million) are pending from
the central government for
this financial year and Rs.
1984 crore from the previ-
ous financial year. The
budget allocation was so
inadequate that nearly 77
per cent got spent in the
first five months of the fi-
nancial year, he further
added.

The AITUC will be
reaching out to both
organised and
unorganised workers.
They will be organised
through militant struggles
against privatisation of
state-owned sectors. The
party will fight for their
basic rights and minimum
wages. The BKMU and
AIKS will be organising
farm workers and oppose
the three farm laws which
are against the interest of
farmers.

The NFIW will carry out
the food for all campaign
throughout the country,
to fight for the girl child
rights and safety and secu-
rity of women at the
working place and launch
a struggle for equal pay at
par with men.
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Though British India became independent on
August 15, 1947, territories under the French and
Portuguese colonial powers continued their freedom
struggle till much later. They got their independence
only in 1954 and 1961 respectively.

Kalicharan Ghosh: Leader of Anti-French Struggle

K a l i c h a r a n
Ghosh was
among the

leading figures of the
freedom struggle in
what was known as
French India, consisting
of Chandannagore (also
known as
Chandernagore, in West
Bengal), Pondicherry,
Yanam (Andhra
Pradesh), Mahe (Kerala)
and Karaikkal
(Tamilnadu). He was one
of the pillars of the Com-
munist movement in
Chandannagore and
other French areas, as
also in British and inde-
pendent India.

Very few biographical
details of Kalicharan
Ghosh are available. We
will mention whatever is
available. But vefore we
discuss the contributions
of Kalicharan Ghosh, let
us have a brief back-
ground of the freedom
struggle in
Chandannagore where
he heroically fought.

Background
Chandannagore is a

small town about one
hour’s journey (nearly 40
km) from Kolkata. It was
established as a French
colony in 1673, with the
permission of the then
nawab of Bengal Ibrahim
Khan. They founded a
trading post on the right
bank of Hooghly river. It
became a permanent
French settlement in
1688. In the Anglo-
French War of 1756, the
British navy captured it;
it was restored to the
French in 1763, and re-
captured by the British in
1794.

In 1757, Nawab of Ben-
gal Mir Jafar invited
Dutch East India Com-

pany  to bring troops to
fight the British. The
Dutch forces reached
Chinsurh, near
Chandannagore, but
were routed in the battle.
Chandannagore was
again returned to the
French in 1816, along
with 7.8 sq km of the sur-
rounding territory. It
remained under France
till 1954. Till then it was
governed as part of the
French India.

Struggle for free-
dom

Some twenty people
from Chandannagore
took part in the First
World War in 1915. This,

along with other events
like the visit of Gandhiji
and other leaders,
brought in some modern
consciousness. Gandhiji
visited Chandannagar in
1925 and 1927. Yuba
Samiti of Chandannagore
actively supported
Gandhiji’s Dandi March
and salt satyagraha.
Communist movement
started gaining strength
in the town in the thirties
under Dr Hiren
Chatterjee, a commis-
sioner general under the
French government. CPI
made Chandannagore its
district headquarters.

Revolutionary move-
ments connected with
Anushilan, Jugantar and
other groups came into
being in the early 20th

century. Kanailal Dutta
was a prominent revolu-
tionary involved in
Muzaffarpur Bomb Case
of 1908. The French en-
clave of Chandannagar
was an ideal refuge for
the freedom fighters like
Rashbehari Bose, Shrish
Chandra Ghosh,
Aurobindo Ghosh (in-
volved in Maniktala
Bomb Case), Motilal Roy,
and others. Pravartak
Singh did lot of social
and revolutionary work.

Communist Party
of Chandannagore

The Communist Party
in Chandannagore was
headed by revolutionar-

ies such as Kalicharan
Ghosh, Tinkori
Mukherjee, Bhawani
Mukherjee, Umesh
Nandi etc, who were
also involved in the un-
d e r g r o u n d
revolutionary move-
ment.

Kalicharan Ghosh was
an outstanding revolu-
tionary connected with
the underground move-
ment of Bengal. He
passed his MA from jail.
He was motivated to join
anti-imperialist move-
ment under the influence
of Durgadas Seth, who

used to publish a paper
called ‘Swadeshi Bazar’,
and Ghosh used to write
in it. One of his articles
was considered sedi-
tious. As a result, the
editor Durgadas and the
publisher Rameshwar
Dey were arrested and
sentenced to 6 months’
imprisonment.

Another future Com-
munist leader Bhavani
Mukherjee also came in
contact with Durgadas
Seth, and became part of
national movement. He
was introduced to the
tenets of Marxism by
Kalicharan Ghosh him-
self.

Kalicharan Ghosh
founded a Youth Asso-
ciation in
Chandannagore, which
later on also took part in
and won the municipal

elections. He was ar-
rested in 1930 from
Medinipur for participat-
ing in the salt satyagraha.
Later, he came back to
Chandannagore and be-
gan publishing a
magazine called
‘Sphulinga’ or spark. It
was stopped by the gov-
ernment after a few
issues.

He shifted to
Medinipur secretly. He
was arrested after a few
days and detained with-
out trial. He was put into
the infamous detention
camps like those of

Deoli, Hijli, Buxa etc.

Joining
Communist Party

It was during this pe-
riod that Kalicharan
Ghosh was attracted to-
wards communism. He
joined Hooghly district
committee of Commu-
nist Party in 1937. He
went to the villages in the
district and contacted the
mass of peasants and oth-
ers. He was looked upon
by the people of
Chandannagore with
great respect. He was
well-known as ‘Kalida’
and was a versatile orga-
nizer, also a powerful
orator in Bengali and
English. He was well
versed with literature
and culture. He was a
bachelor and highly dis-
ciplined. He was always
keen to impart theoreti-
cal Marxist education to
anyone coming in con-
tact. He personally knew
a large number of com-
rades.

Struggle in
French India

The freedom struggle
in the French territories
of Pondicherry,
Chandannagore, Yanam,
Mahe and Karaikkal be-
came sharper by the
1940s. Kalicharan stayed
in Pondicherry for sev-
eral months in 1942 and
guided the movement
along with others. He led
demonstrations on the
streets of Pondicherry.

Communist Party of
French India (Parti
communiste de l’Inde
francaise) worked in
close cooperation with
Communist Party of In-
dia. V Subbiah was its
secretary and Kalicharan
Ghosh a leading func-
tionary. The party rose in
prominence during the
Second World War. At
the time of the outbreak
of the War, its assets were

The Communist Party in
Chandannagore was headed by
revolutionaries such as Kalicharan
Ghosh, Tinkori Mukherjee, Bhawani
Mukherjee, Umesh Nandi etc, who
were also involved in the underground
revolutionary movement
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seized and offices de-
stroyed as it was banned.
The ban was lifted in Sep-
tember 1940 because the
French Communist Party
(FCP) extended its sup-
port to the War efforts.
Subbiah went to
Chandannagore to estab-
lish personal contacts
with Kalicharan Ghosh,
Tinkori Mukherjee,
Bhavani Mukherjee and
other important Com-
munists and
revolutionaries there. He
addressed the meeting of
Kondalapara Jute Mill
Workers’ Union and oth-
ers. Kalicharan was
active all the time.

Communist Party of
French India brought to-
gether all the
anti-imperialist forces
under the banner of ‘Na-
tional Democratic Front’
(NDF). It was formally
established in a represen-
tative conference in
January 1946. Commu-
nist Party in
Chandannagore brought
together Mahajan Sabha
and all the forces under
the NDF. The organiza-
tion in Chandannagore
closely worked with
NDF of Pondicherry.
Communist Party was
the main force in the
NDF.

CP of French India ac-
tively organized mass
organizations like those
of students, workers,
peasants, women and
youth.

The French India La-
bor Conference was held
on April 7-8, 1946 in
Pondicherry. It was ad-
dressed by Kalicharan
Ghosh, SS Mirajkar, P

Jeevanandam, Mullip of
Chandannagore and
Lambert Saravane, a
member of French Parlia-
ment on NDF ticket. Even
the governor Barron ad-
dressed it on invitation.

Barron was an interest-
ing personality, was
influenced by the phi-
losophy of Sri
Aurobindo Ghosh and
was a regular visitor to
Sri Aurobindo Ashram in
Pondicherry in 1937. But
he was opposed to the
Communists. He tried to
collaborate with the NDF
while avoiding the Com-
munists. Some of the
leaders of the NDF were

closer to him.
On July 14, 1946, Con-

gress flag was hoisted on
the building of the mu-
nicipality, which was
under the leadership of
NDF. Administrator
overlooked it, and asked
the mayor to place it
alongside the French flag!
The French had realized
that their days were num-
bered.

On January 21, 1947,
students observed ‘Viet-
nam Day’ as part of the
celebrations observed in
British India.

On February 25, 1947,
demonstrations were
brought out on the anni-
versary of the RIN revolt
and a group of students
marched to the office of
the administrator, sur-
rounded the central
police outpost, and
shouted ‘French Imperi-
alism, down, down’.
They were joined by the
workers of Kondalapara

Jute Mills.

Gradual transfer
of power

The struggle for free-
dom in the French
territories gained mo-
mentum after the War.
Kalicharan Ghosh
played an active role in
Karaikkal freedom
movement too. A public
meeting was held on
December 21, 1947 in
Karaikkal under the
chairmanship of
Ahamed Naina Maricar.
Kalicharan moved a
resolution calling upon
the French Indians to
commence their freedom
struggle.  He was very
active in the Karaikkal
United Merger Front.

Barron was the admin-
istrator of
Chandannagore in 1938.
Later he was appointed
its governor. The people
of this town were in no
mood to remain under
the French as the Indian
independence was ap-
proaching. The political
parties in the town
served an ultimatum to
the French to the effect
that the people would
take possession of the
town if Chandannagore
was not declared free
before August 8, 1947.
The French government
did not listen.

Communist Party of
French India issued a call
to all municipal authori-
ties to bring down
the French flag on Au-
gust 15, 1947 and hoist
the Indian Tricolor.
Communist Party, Con-
gress and Forward Bloc
united in a people’s dem-
onstration, and the
people of
Chandannagore physi-
cally chased out the
French administrator,
hoisted the Indian Tri-
color and symbolically
assumed power. The
chairman of the munici-
pality was nominated as
the administrator.

Gandhiji called for
maintenance of peace.

Government of France
made a tactical move to
take the winds out of the
mass movement. It an-
nounced two decrees:
one on August 12, 1947
and the other on August
20, 1947. These decrees
provided for council of
ministers. The munici-
pality was converted into
an assembly. Earlier on
June 30 and July 14 and,
1947, the government of
France sent messages to
governor Barron to the
effect that a municipal
assembly and council of
administration be
formed. This was a ruse
to divert attention.

In the meantime, the
five French-occupied cit-
ies were declared ‘free
cities’; in fact, they con-
tinued to remain under
the French occupation.

On June 8, 1948, the
French government en-
tered into an agreement
with government of In-
dia, declaring that the
people of French India
would have the right to
choose their own govern-
ment. French
government conducted a
referendum in
Chandannagore on June
19, 1949, in which 97 per-
cent of voters voted in
favour of merger with
India. 7463 voted in
favour and 114 against.
The administration of the
city was taken over by the
Government of India on
May 2, 1950. A treaty was
signed between France
and India on February 2,
1951 under which the city
was seceded to India. It
was called the Treaty of
secession of
Chandannagore. It was
transferred to India de
jure on June 9, 1952. All
the government employ-
ees were taken over by
government of India in
August 1952. A Commis-
sion under the
chairmanship of Dr

Amarnath Jha was
formed on November 19,
1953 to ascertain the
wishes of the people of
Chandannagore. It was
merged with West Ben-
gal on October 2, 1954
through Chandannagore
Merger Act (1954).

A Draft Program for
freedom of the French
territories was adopted
at a meeting of Organiz-
ing Committee of
Communist Party of
French India held in
Cuddalore (Tamilnadu)
in mid-1952. It decided to
fight for the liberation of
all the territories under
French occupation, and
for their ultimate merger
with the respective In-
dian states.

Communist Party of
French India submitted
a memorandum on Sep-
tember 4, 1954 to the
prime minister of India
regarding transfer of
power. It contained pro-
posals regarding the
transitional period.

On November 1, 1954,
the French rulers left In-
dia.

Underground and
later party
activities

The CPI was banned
during the ‘BTR Period’.
Kalicharan went under-
ground but was arrested
from his ‘den’. In this
period, he was infected
with TB, and even one of
his lungs had to be re-
moved.

Kalicharan Ghosh was
elected to the
Chandannagore Munici-
pal Corporation, serving
from 1957 to 1967. He was
later a member of West
Bengal Legislative Coun-
cil too.

He was operated for
lobectomy or lung lobe
removal, through which
he suffered for long. He
was admitted in Vellore.

Kalicharan Ghosh
died on January 30,
1973.
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Resolution to fight back Rising
Atrocities Against Dalits

The 24th Party Congress of the CPI ex-
presses its grave concern over rising
atrocities against Dalits in the country. Since
2014 during the RSS-BJP rule at the centre,
lakhs of cases of atrocities have been offi-
cially registered with police. Even, a large
number of cases go unregistered. More than
4000 Dalits have been killed during the last
ten years. According to the data revealed
by National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB),
recorded cases on atrocities rose from 45,961
in 2019 to 50, 900 in 2021 and that amounts
to an 11 per cent increase in atrocities against
Dalits in the country. The oppression of
Dalits continues unabated and across the
country, and states ruled by BJP are show-
ing higher rates of crimes against Dalits.

The increase in atrocities against
marginalised sections of society, gang rapes
and mob lynching are integrally linked to
the BJP project of marginalisation of Dalits
and oppressed sections. Prevention of
Atrocities Act 1989 has never been fully
implemented by any of the earlier govern-
ments. The BJP governments in the states
have gone further ahead by patronizing
criminals who are leading the attacks.

The 24th Party Congress of the CPI calls
upon all the forces of social justice, left and
democratic forces, mass organisations and
trade unions to fight back against rising
atrocities on Dalits and other weaker sec-
tions. The CPI Party Congress resolves to
intensify the struggle and demands that
governments must take measures to stop
atrocities against Dalits and Prevention of
Atrocities Act be strengthened and its
implementation be ensured and stringent
action be taken against culprits booked in
cases of attacks on Dalits. The Communist
Party of India supports the National con-
vention against atrocities on Dalits and
Adivasis to be held on November 5 in Delhi.

Resolution on Farm
Laws and Agriculture

The two year long farmers’ agitation had
forced the BJP Government to withdraw the
three anti-farmer farm laws. However, the
Government is on back foot to bring a law
in the Parliament to guarantee payment of
MSPs to all crops. The Government should
pass the Act on Guaranteed payment of
MSPs for crops immediately.

The CPI notes with deep concern that the
Government is reintroducing contract farm-
ing to grab land from small farmers and give
it to big corporates and super market chains
in the name of Farmer Production
Organisations (FPO). Using the clause in
FPO Act, Big billionaires and big corporates

are establishing big corporate farms with
partnership of rich farmers.

The CPI condemns this back door re-
entry of one of the farm laws (Farmers
Empowerment and Protection Law) and
permit formation of collective farming by
voluntary farmers and run exclusively by
small farmers.

The CPI opposes Government ban on
export of wheat and rice. As excess buffer
stocks of food grains are available exports
of rice and wheat should be permitted. The
ban is affecting crop prices in markets and
destroying the farmers.

The CPI also notes that due to unprec-
edented and untimely rains resulting in
floods, the crops are seriously damaged in
U.P., Telangana, A.P. and other states. The
Government should immediately provide
relief to farmers by:

1. Payment of compensation to crop
damaged farmers especially small farmers
and tenant farmers.

2. Remove GST on subsidy on agricul-
tural inputs like fertilizers, seeds,
pesticides distributed to farmers.

3. Remove GST on Dairy products like
butter produced by small women farmers

Resolution Opposing
Restrictions on Civil Liberties
We are living under a reactionary regime

of communal fascist nature tied to specu-
lative finance capital itself. At this stage
democratic rights are increasingly violated.
This freedom of expression was first to be
almost gagged. Democratic rights allowed
only to a very limited extent. All civil lib-
erties are being restricted, including right
to express opposing views. Press is bought,
threatened and crushed. Even complains
to the judiciary are usually not tolerated.
Journalists, film makers, activists are all
facing the challenge of jail terms, even with-
out trials. Examples are plenty.

We want our freedom back. We want our
democracy back. The 24th Congress of the
CPI demands restoration of all democratic
rights and freedom of expression.

Restoration of Special Category
Status in Manipur and the need

to increase one
more Lok Sabha Seat

The 24th Party Congress of the CPI de-
mands to restore the special category status
of Manipur as the state has very weak eco-
nomic condition in comparison with other
states. At present Manipur has two Lok
Sabha seats. One is reserved for ST. But
eight general Assembly Constituencies are
included in this ST reserved Lok Sabha
Constituencies. Since, the commencement

of the Constitution of India,
voters in these Assembly seg-
ments had no right to contest
the elections though they had
voting right. Now, we demand
a separate Lok Sabha constituency for
Manipur state so that Manipur may be rep-
resented by three MPs (two unreserved and
one reserved for ST). Furthermore consid-
ering its complex ethnic composition state
of Manipur State Assembly must be a bi-
cameral.

Resolution for the political
prisoners kept behind the bar for

years without trial
Brazen authoritarianism has become a

mainstay of the administrative apparatus
of the RSS-backed BJP Government in the
centre. In its bid to establish an outright
fascist rule throughout the length and
breadth of the country, it has, apart from
tearing apart the politico-cultural fabric of
India, started influencing and manipulat-
ing the autonomous institutions; whether
it is in education, administration or judi-
ciary. Specifically the attempts made to take
control over the judiciary is very danger-
ous for the democracy of our coutntry and
its people.

For instance, yesterday, almost
unprecedentedly, the Supreme Court ruled
out the Mumbai High Court’s verdict of
acquitting Dr. GN Saibaba, a physically
challenged professor of English literature
in Delhi University, and five others of all
charges in the Bhima Koregaon Case. Sus-
pending the High Court’s judgement, the
Supreme Court bench pronounced that
generally in terrorist and Maoist activities,
the brain is more important than physical
strength, and thereby turned down the plea
that the ailing professor should be allowed
to come out of jail and be put under house
arrest. Such actions on the part of the judi-
ciary indicated that it could have been
somewhat influenced by the government,
which is continuously trying to undermine
and dismantle the basic foundations of our
constitution involving freedom of expres-
sion.

Resolution: Remission of
sentences of heinous crimes

On August 15, 2022, the Gujarat Govern-
ment set free 11 convicts who were sentenced
to life imprisonment. These men had raped
plaintiff Bilkis Bano who was pregnant at
the time. Their crime did not stop at rap-
ing and destroying a fetus. They were
responsible for raping the women and mur-
dering the men of her extended family. Out
of fourteen, only three members of the fam-
ily were able to survive the horror of the

Resolutions Adopted in 24th Party Congress of Communist Party
of India held at Vijayawada from October 14–18, 2022
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2002 pogrom of Gujarat 2002.
The bodies had been desecrated and the

judicial system was influenced to cover the
crime. The assertion of power by the crimi-
nals was the main reason the case was
transferred to Maharashtra. After a lengthy
battle for justice, where Bilkis had to repeat-
edly shift residences, suffer poverty,
physical and mental trauma, and constant
threat by the families of the accused includ-
ing the repeated bails to them, the court
punished the culprits with life sentences.
These were later commuted to life impris-
onment.

This year, on August 15, the Gujarat
Government prematurely released all the
perpetrators of the heinous crime from
prison. Their argument was that the men
had completed more than 15 years in
prison, and since they were ‘sanskari
brahmins’, they should not be penalized
further. The Government chose to follow
the retrospective Gujarat remission policy
of 1992, despite having a more progressive
existing remission policy of 2014, which was
made post-Nirbhaya case.

The remission is the latest of the series
of measures taken by the BJP Government
of Gujarat to erase the history of the 2002
pogrom that killed thousands and left lakhs
homeless. One of the most brutal genocides
of independent India is going down in his-
tory as being one that is being systematically
covered up by the government. The delib-
erate tampering of evidence, shoddy
investigation, witness intimidation, have
been some of the techniques used to cover
up the violence that affected the state and
the country for over two months. The SIT
reports were twisted to absolve the then
Chief Minister of any crime.

The granting of remission is part of the
series of measures taken by the fascist
Hindutva Government to use the constitu-
tional institutions in their favour. The level
of compromise of all investigating institu-
tions, including the judiciary, were so high
that the Supreme Court had shifted cases
to be tried out of Gujarat. In 2009, minister
Maya Kodnani was found guilty and sen-
tenced to 28 years of imprisonment. In 2012,
she was able to get the acquittal in the
Gujarat court. The state Government did
not furnish details of her crime, and the court
acquitted her. All the cases where the crimi-
nals have been convicted are notable for the
number of times that they have been able
to get bail. The state Government has been
playing a criminal role in the granting of
the bails.

The remission of the 11 accused is of
particular importance. It is a show of
strength of the RSS-BJP Government at the
centre. The fact that the committee meant
to study cases for granting the pardon was
dominated by elected BJP members, who
picked laws at will to absolve the criminals,
is indicate of the respect the ideology has

for the rule of law. The release of the crimi-
nals, was followed very closely with the
High Court and the Supreme Court declar-
ing that all cases that were implicating the
then CM, were baseless and false. The
Government of Gujarat is now launching
processes to penalize everyone who sought
or are still trying to help victims of the vio-
lence, obtain justice through the legal route.

For the women of the country, the remis-
sion sends out a terrorizing message. Rape,
violence, murder or any crime committed
by any of the Hindutva members, will al-
ways result in the victory of the criminals.
The police will do everything in the power
to destroy evidences, and if the case goes
to court, there will be no cooperation or very
reluctant cooperation from them. For the
survivors of the crime, justice will be de-
livered at the mercy of the ideology of the
judge and not according to the merits of
case. Crimes against women by members
of the Hindutva groups, are bailable of-
fences, however heinous their nature and
however rigorous the punishment given by
the court.

As women wait for trials of heinous
crimes of gang rape and murder across the
country, from Hathras to Uttarakhand, they
fear that even if convicted, the criminals will
get remission under redundant acts or
policies.

At the 24th Congress of the Communist
Party, we need to resolve that the strategy
of the RSS cadres to change narratives of
crimes, destroy evidences and use old laws
to grant remission to convicts who commit
heinous crimes against women, will be
thwarted. The crime of coverup and mis-
use of legal institutions will be exposed,
every time.

Our struggle to secure justice for women
will include ensuring that the Government
is not able to use the distort the laws of
remission and allow murdering rapists to
move around the country with complete
impunity. The 24th Party Congress of the CPI
also demand that the central Government
take all steps to implement all ‘women
friendly’ legislation in letter and spirit
thereby to prevent crimes against women.

Resolution on Safety in
 the Social Media

Democracy finds its strength for subsist-
ing in an unbiased media. It is the job of the
media to show a mirror to the political
powers and seek accountability for gover-
nance, policy making and delivery of justice.
Corrosion of the media is the precursor and
strength of fascist authoritarian govern-
ments. Hindutva forces have been
instrumental in using the mainstream
media to suppress problems of governance
and divide the social fabric. Our main-
stream media has been responsible for the
fanning of violence against women, Dalits,
minorities and anyone who disagrees with

the ideology of the hindu
rashtra.

In 2019 the sting operation
Cobra post, revealed how
media houses sold their souls
to help the fascist anti-democratic Hindutva
agenda come to power and retain it. The
constant vitiating of social atmosphere
through fomenting social divide, blanking
out popular protests against maladminis-
tration, bad governance, and most
importantly through misinformation. Since
the takeover of the Government by the BJP,
the country has been witnessing a large
number of supporters of democracy, jour-
nalists, researchers and Indians of various
hues took to the social media to expose the
mal-intent of the patriarchal feudal and
communal ideology of the BJP. Their jour-
ney has not been easy. A very well
entrenched IT cell trolls and spreads mis-
information on the social media as well.

It has been a slow process, but the pat-
terns of abuse have been traced to the owners
of the social media platforms working in
cahoots with the Hindutva leadership. The
infiltration of the ideologues has not been
limited to national institutions. The PM was
personally involved in courting and bring-
ing Mark Zuckerberg to India as an
unregulated player, on a scale that was
unprecedented in the world.

With the unprecedented privatization of
media houses and platforms, there has been
systematic patronage given to the members
of the RSS who have been instrumental in
spreading anti-minority hate, calling for
state repression of the Left, justifying vio-
lence on women of lower castes and
minorities, and most importantly propa-
gating the idea of Hindu Rashtra and
Hindutva through a sustained campaign
of fabricated stories.

The impunity of these platforms has been
most harmful to women, Muslims, Dalits
and the left sympathizers. Apart from
spread of misinformation, the platforms
have been used to sell Muslim women and
foment violence against Christians, Dalits
and Muslims. The level of infiltration in
these agencies is gradually being un-
masked. There are Government appointed
officials on the payroll of twitter; Google
fires employees who want to talk about
caste; Github refuses to give any account-
ability of the platform being a medium for
human trafficking of Indian Muslim
women. These are some of the platforms
whose malpractice has been exposed by
journalists, researchers and other activists.

The role of the state, as a participant, is
unforgiveable. People have been arrested
for writing anti-Government tweets, liking
or sharing posts that showed violence per-
petrated by the BJP. Tripura Government
sent summons to dozens of citizens who
have shared tweets on the violence in the

On Page 12
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state; Alt News founder, Mohammad Zubair
was arrested by anonymous reporting of
a retweet; an army of bot accounts threaten
rape, kidnapping and harming of family
members to women who are seen as anti-
Government or anti-Hindutva. The
repression of the fundamental right to in-
formation about the truth, is accompanied
with a parallel crowd of lumpens who troll,
abuse and direct the Government to penal-
ize.

We must never forget that the human
rights activists who are languishing in jail
as under-trials, were first branded as urban-
naxals on Twitter. Bollywood director
Vivek Agnihotri used the term, that is now
being legitimized by the Prime Minister in
his official speeches. Having a left mindset
is considered a terrorist act, as has been
proven by the stay on bail of Prof. Sai Baba
and others, who have been accused of be-
ing supporters of Left-Naxal ideology. The
BJP and its’ media houses have been
sweeping in their disparaging of human
rights activists as Urban Naxals. The cat-
egory includes students, writers,
journalists, lawyers, academics, and now
even those fighting for climate change and
human rights of the adivasis.

At the 24th Congress of the CPI, we must
resolve to fight this corporate takeover of
media and social media. In their greed for
profits their shameless agenda to drive
wedges between communities, protect the
Government from giving any accountabil-
ity, advocate violence against the
marginalized and discredit the constitution
of the country, need to be exposed. We must
resolve to force the Government to seek
ethical filters from the platforms that safe-
guard human rights. As the United Nations
has been repeating, all social and political
violence today is rooted in hate speech that
is being broadcast/telecast on various
media platforms. We must resolve to fight
the platforms that facilitate and foment
hatred and violence towards minorities,
various castes, adivasis and women.
Women have been trafficked online, with
no action being taken against the perpetra-
tors. The 24th Party Congress of the CPI ask
the Government to ensure that the platforms
are held accountable and made to pay repa-
ration costs for the damage that they are
facilitating.

Resolution on Restoration of
Voting by Ballot Paper

This 24th Congress of the Communist Party
of India, being held at Vijayawada, resolves it
as follows :

That since 2004, in India, the earlier ballot
paper system of casting votes was replaced
by use of Electronic Voting Machines
(EVMs).

Ever since, doubts have been raised that
the EVMs can be tampered with and results
manipulated. This has led to multiple pe-
titions in the Supreme Court, resulting in
a few changes, with introduction of
VVPATs, cross checking of VVPATs up to
5 percent etc., but the use of EVMs has
persisted and so have the doubts.

Many advanced countries such as the
United Kingdom, Germany, France, Swe-
den, the Netherlands, Norway, Russia,
Ireland, Spain, Canada, Japan, Indonesia,
Argentina, Pakistan have not ever used
EVMs so far. They use the ballot paper.

Some point to defeat of the BJP in some
state elections conducted with the use of
EVMs. The point however is the Lok Sabha
elections. BJP, on the strength of power at
the Centre, has crushed other elected state
governments. We therefore cannot leave it
open to the use of EVMs, which are not above
doubts.

It is therefore resolved that a mass cam-
paign be undertaken, roping in other
like-minded political parties, to demand
restoration of the earlier ballot paper as the
means of casting votes, with mass petitions,
with signature campaigns, letters to Elec-
tion Commission etc. over the next year, till
our demand is met.

Against Superstition, demand
for Central law to
ban superstition

The Scientific Policy Resolution adopted
in the year 1958 laid the foundation of sci-
entific enterprise and scientific temper in
India. Article 51(A) of the Indian Constitu-
tion states it as “…the fundamental duty
of every citizen of India to develop the sci-
entific temper, humanism and the spirit of
inquiry and reform”.

Despite the constitutional commitment
and the modern scientific and technologi-
cal growth Indian society is plagued with
the evil of superstitions. This is on a toxic
rise after the BJP came to power.

The RSS and BJP combine with their other
communal outfits encourage and perpetu-
ate superstitious beliefs. They propagate
it in the name of ancient prowess. Hoax and
myths in the name of ancient science are
being used as an instrument to whip up the
fervour of ‘nationalism’.

Rationalists such as Kalburgi, Govind
Pansare and Gowri Lankesh who chal-
lenged and exposed them were brutally
killed. Those who encourage rationale
thinking are targeted, harassed and
hounded. The country has witnessed a
shocking spurt in the ghastly murders in
the name of witch craft. Women and chil-
dren from the poor and illiterate sections
are generally the victims of these brutal acts.

Unscientific society is regressive, lacks

in logic and empirical knowl-
edge. This is dangerous. This
has to be fought against.

Science is the only anti-
dote to the poison of
superstition. Encourage and develop sci-
entific temper among the people is our
paramount task.

This 24th Congress of Communist Party
of India resolves to end this toxic spread
of superstition and develop scientific tem-
per among people. This Congress urges
upon the Union Government to enact a com-
prehensive central law to ban superstition
and all acts of occult practices.

The 24th Congress of CPI firmly believes
that laws alone cannot cleanse the deeply
ingrained malice. Communist Party of In-
dia therefore resolves to take up wide
campaigns, seminars and public propa-
ganda to shun superstition and inculcate
scientific temper among the people with-
out hurting their religious faith.

 Resolution against the Attack on
Democratic Rights by

Lakshadweep Administration
and Demand to release CPI

leaders from prison
The 24th Party Congress of CPI urges upon

the central Government to release the lead-
ers of Lakshadweep unit of the CPI from
prison immediately. The state secretary
Najimuddin and comrades Naseer K K and
Syed Ali Birakkal were approaching the Ad-
ministrators office to raise the genuine
demands of the people such as shortage of
ships, health facilities and educational
rights, etc. Without responding to their de-
mands the administration hastily put them
behind bars. The authoritarian character of
the administration has been seeking all
ways to keep away the CPI leadership from
the masses. They know that CPI is the party
which consistently fights for the people’s
rights.

The Party Congress demands that the
democratic rights of the CPI in
Lakshadweep and the people there should
be protected. The CPI further demands im-
mediate release of the party leaders
languishing in the prison for more than two
weeks.

Resolution on
Healthcare in India

The 24th Congress of the Communist
Party of India expresses serious concern at
the status of healthcare in our country.

An Infant mortality rate of 27.7 deaths per
1000 live births and under five years mor-
tality rate of 32 and Maternal Mortality Rate
of 103 per 100,000 live births are worrisome.

With deterioration of Global Hunger In-
dex, India stands at 107 out of 120 countries.
India is already having much more children
with wasting, stunting and adult malnutri-
tion.

Resolutions Adopted....
From Page 11
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Every eight minutes one Indian woman
dies of cancer cervix which is mostly pre-
ventable cancer by giving HPV vaccination.

Because of poor planning and infrastruc-
ture the diseases like Malaria, Tuberculosis,
Cardiac illnesses, Diabetes, Cancers etc. got
ignored during the COVID Pandemic.

Covid pandemic has taught us about the
importance of strengthening our public
health system.

After the Neo liberal economic policies
the concept of health care shifted from
states’ responsibility to corporate con-
trolled insurance based healthcare system.
But despite transferring of lots of public
funds none of the state sponsored insurance
based policies including the Ayushman
Bharat provide comprehensive healthcare.
These policies, including privately taken
health insurance cover only for the indoor
care while 80 percent of health expenditure
is on OPD care. Out of pocket expenditure
in India is 63 percent of total healthcare ex-
penditure as compared to the global 18
percent and 37 percent in middle and 56
percent in lower middle income countries.
In fact India’s state health spending is
among the lowest in the world.

Government’s health expenditure both
centre and state has declined from 1.35
percent  to 1.28 percent of GDP. The unregu-
lated corporate sector is fleecing the
patients.

There is clear effort to bring Government
hospitals including district hospitals, PHCs
under private control which will further de-
void the quality health care of low and
middle income group people.

Even though expenditure on drugs
forms nearly 67 percent of the out of pocket
expenditure on health, we lack a Rational
Drug Policy till date. As a result the Phar-
maceutical companies are making huge
profits. To solve this problem Production
of high quality, generic drugs should be
promoted by public sector pharmaceuti-
cals.

Unscientific and non evidence based
methods of treatment are being promoted.
Pseudo medical science is promoted. Cow
urine, Cow dung and Ramdev’s Coronil had
been recommended as treatment of various
diseases including the COVID-19 by the re-
actionary forces, and even by the union
Government ministers.

The 24th Congress of the CPI demands:
 Health should be declared fundamen-

tal right.
 Public expenditure on health should

be increased to six percent of the GDP.
All drugs, vaccines and medical devices

should be produced by Union and state
Governments through Public sector units.
This will ensure right to drugs and drugs

Resolutions Adopted....
security. Active pharmaceutical ingredients
should also be produced by public sector
units to ensure self-reliance in drugs pro-
duction.

 Insurance based healthcare system
should be abandoned and public health
system should be strengthened. All treat-
ments, investigations and services should
be given free of cost.

 Medical staffs including doctors,
nurses, paramedics, ASHA workers and
Aanganwadi workers should be appointed
on permanent basis. All temporary work-
ers should be made permanent.

 Equitable distribution of doctors
should be ensured in rural and urban ar-
eas.

 Medical education should be imparted
in state sector only.

Mixopathy should be
avoided.Evidence based Scientific method
of medical system alone should be permit-
ted.

 Good nutrition should be ensured
through proper measures.

In schools Midday meal, free breakfast
scheme should be provided to all states.

 Universal Immunisation Programme
should be expanded to adults. Provide HPV
vaccination for all girls and young women
in UIP to prevent cervial cancer. Newer
Adult vaccines like influenza vaccines,
Penumococcal vaccine, zoster vaccine
should be included in UIP.

The 24th Congress of the CPI calls upon
people of India to fight for “Health for All”.

Resolution on Peace
and Disarmament

The 24th Congress of the Communist
Party of India views with grave concern the
on-going war between Russia and Ukraine
with overt support to Ukraine by the NATO.
This war is causing immense damage to the
human lives, resources and food security.
Any continuation or escalation of the war
can have catastrophic implications as in
such situation the use of nuclear weapons
cannot be ruled out. Both NATO and Rus-
sia have threatened the use of nuclear
weapons several times. Instead of taking
steps to restore peace the NATO is supply-
ing armaments in huge number to Ukraine
which is further making Russia to continue
with the war more aggressively. Sincere
efforts need to be made by the global com-
munity to bring an end to this impasse to
save the world from catastrophe.

It has been scientifically proved that any
nuclear exchange will have serious climatic
consequences. According to a study even
a limited nuclear exchange using 100
Hiroshima size nuclear weapons between

India and Pakistan will put
two billion people at risk and
any nuclear exchange be-
tween the major nuclear
powers would be end to the
modern civilization built through thou-
sands years of human labour. Sensing this
the UN General Assembly passed Treaty
on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in
2017. It is an opportunity which should be
utilised and the nuclear weapons possess-
ing countries should join this treaty and
commit for abolition of nuclear weapons.
The failure of recently held Nuclear Non
Proliferation Treaty review conference, the
NPTRevcon, was because of refusal of the
major nuclear power countries towards ful-
filling their responsibility according to the
Article – VI of the NPT is a big setback.

The world needs to reduce the military
budget substantially. But it is an irony that
the military industrial complex with its
pursuit to earn profits has been continu-
ously increasing the military budget which
reached to US dollar 2113 Billion in the year
2021 with major expenditure by the US.

It is unfortunate that the South Asia
which is one of the most deprived regions
is also into the nuclear weapons race. This
is the only region where two nuclear weapon
countries, India and Pakistan are in a per-
petual tension and have fought four major
wars against each other. The danger of us-
ing these weapons therefore in the region
is very real and grave. It is therefore impera-
tive that South Asia should be declared
nuclear weapons free zone. India and Pa-
kistan should explicitly reconfirm
commitment for no first use of nuclear
weapons.

On Palestine
The 24th Congress of the Communist

Party of India reaffirms its unwavering sup-
port to the people of Palestine in their
struggle for dignity, justice and for their in-
alienable right to self determination and
establishment of an independent and sov-
ereign Palestinian State free of imperialist
manoeuvrings.

The racist Israeli State has imposed an
apartheid regime on the people of Pales-
tine. The sufferings of the Palestinian
people over decades are not hidden from
anyone. The ghastly crime of occupying
Palestinian territory and subjugating its
people deserves the strongest condemna-
tion. The violence unleashed by Israel with
its sophisticated arsenal is heinous. Israel’s
attempt to completely dominate Palestine
and leaving them no space as citizens
spares them no choice but to use methods
that are violent in nature. Israel continues
to project itself as victim of this violence be-
fore its allies while completely concealing
the barrage of violence, insults and discrimi-
nation against the Palestinian people.
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S. No. Title Author Name Price

1 In Defence of Materialism in Ancient India Debi Prasad Chattopadhyaya 150
2 Socio-Political Views of Vivekananda Binoy K. Roy 80
3 What is the Theory of Relativity L. Landau, Y. Rumer 50
4 Emergence of A Slave Caste  Pulayas of Kerala K. Saradamoni 450
5 Communist In Indian Women’s Movement Renu Chakravartty 300
6 Imperialism the Highest Stage of Capitalism Lenin 100
7 Dialectics of Nature Engels 350
8 Comrade Chandrappan (Memories) Trans. By V.I,. Thomas 150
9 Che Guevara A memoir by Fidel Castro Ed. David Deutschmann 185
10 Frederick Engels  A Short Biography John Keracher 40
11 Gandhi Ambedkar and the Extirpation of

Untouchability Hirendra Nath Mukerjee 50
12 Marx’s Legacy in 21st Century Samit Kar 170
13 The Moplah Rebellion and its Genesis Conrad Wood 250
14 The Moplah Rebellion and its Genesis Conrad Wood 350
15 Physics for Entertainment Ya Perelman 230
16 The Geography of the Puranas S. Muzafer Ali 325
17 Tales of the Amber Sea Irina Zheleznova 350
18 Ajoy Ghosh : Life and works Anil Rajimwale 60
19 Understanding the French Revolution Albert Soboul 400
20 Victims of the world Unite  Against

Exogenous Pandemics K.S. Chalam 100
 21 What is Living and what is dead in

Indian Philosophy Debi Prasad Chattopadhyaya 300

22 Lokayata Debi Prasad Chattopadhyaya 350
23 The Talwars of Pathan land and Subhash

 Chandra’s Great Escape Bhagat Ram Talwar 200
24 The Students’ Marx Edward Aveling 200
26 The Rise and growth of Economic

Nationalism in India Bipan Chandra 600
27 Crisis of  Corporate Capitalism A.B. Bardhan 75
28 What is Marxism Anil Rajimwale 75

P. P. H. PUBLICATIONS

Candidate Members
1. Rakesh Sharma
2. G.M. Mizrab
3. Shankar Lal
4. Soman Pillai
5. T.T. Jismon
6. E.T. Narsimha
7. Mitra Vashu
8. Mahesh Rathi
9. N. Chidambaram
10. Shuvam Banerjee
11. Sukhjinder Mahesari
12. Vacant
13. Vacant

New National Executive Members
1. D Raja
2. Kanam Rajendran
3. Atul Kumar Anjaan
4. Amarjeet Kaur

5. K. Narayana
6. Dr. B.K. Kango
7. Binoy Viswam
8. Pallab Sengupta
9. Nagendranath Ojha
10. Azeez Pasha
11. Ram Krushna Panda
12. Annie Raja
13. Dr. Girish Sharma
14. Manish Kunjam
15. P. Sandosh Kumar
16. K Prekash Babu
17. C.H. Venkatachalam
18. Ram Naresh Pandey
19. Janaki Paswan
20. K. Sambasiva Rao
21. Chada Venkata Reddy
22. K. Ramakrishna
23. Munin Mahanta
24. A. Vanaja
25. Venkaiah (AIKS)
26. Gulzar Singh Goria

Newly Elected CPI National Leadership
From Last Page 27. T.M. Murthy

28. R Mutharasan
29. Swapan Banerjee
30. Bant Singh Brar
31. Vacant

Ex-Officio Member
Ramendra Kumar (Chairperson
 Control Commission)

National Secretariat Members
1. D Raja
2. Kanam Rajendran
3. Atul Kumar Anjaan
4. Amarjeet Kaur
5. K. Narayana
6. Dr. B.K. Kango
7. Binoy Viswam
8. Pallab Sengupta
9. Nagendranath Ojha
10. Azeez Pasha
11. Rama Krushna Panda 
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Palestine’s seven- decade long subjuga-
tion by the illegal, apartheid regime and
denial of their rights remains the litmus test
for all people, groups, political parties and
nation-states who profess human rights, end
to discrimination, racial equality and right
to self-determination. The complicity of the
so-called custodians of liberal democracy,
US and their allies, in these crimes speaks
volumes of their hypocrisy.

The 24th Congress of the CPI considers
it of utmost urgency to find a peaceful, ami-
cable and dignified solution to the
Palestinian question. Israeli occupation is
the reason of instability, violence and con-
flict in not just in the occupied territories
but in the entire region. In this light, end
of the Israeli occupation, evacuation of all
Israeli settlements and establishment of an
independent-sovereign Palestinian state
will redress not only the sufferings Pales-
tinian people are facing for decades but also
further the cause of peace and harmony in
the region.

The 24th Congress of the CPI stands firm
in its unwavering support and solidarity
with the heroic struggle of the Palestinian
people for dignity and self-determination.
We support the just demands on the Pal-
estinian movement, we condemn the
continuous arrests, torture and killings Pal-
estinians by Israel. We demand and call on
the international community to recognise
the independent sovereign state of Pales-
tine with 1967 borders and East Jerusalem
as its capital. We demand that the Indian
state uphold our traditional bonds of soli-
darity with Palestine, further the cause of
Palestinian independence and put a stop
to all defence deals with Israel.

Resolution on Solidarity
with Cuba

The 24th Congress of the Communist
Party of India expresses its unflinching
solidarity with the Cuban Revolution and
the people of Cuba in their struggle against
imperialism and criminal sanction regime
sponsored by the United States.

United States’ embargo on Cuba has only
tightened with time but even these inhu-
man sanctions could not suppress the
revolutionary spirit of the Cuban people
under the leadership of the Communist
Party. Despite the hardships faced by Cu-
bans on an everyday basis, Cuba has
upheld the best of international ethos and
has extended their helping hand in times
of great crises. During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, when the whole world became
inward looking and self-preservation was
the priority, Cuba sent its medical teams

in regions worst hit by the COVID. Cuba
extended assistance also through vaccines
to those who needed it. The Communist
Party of India appreciates the efforts of the
island nation.

While expressing comradely solidarity,
the 24th Congress of the Communist Party
of India extends its congratulations to the
Cuban Government for adopting a very pro-
gressive family code which allows true
freedom and liberty to citizens.

In Solidarity with the struggles
of Latin American people

The 24th Congress of the Communist
Party of India takes note of the develop-
ments that are taking place in Latin
America. When the whole world is going
through a turbulent period, Latin America
is emerging as a region of hope, progress
and solid resistance to imperialist-hege-
monic designs. Many countries in Latin
America have emerged as beacons for the
struggle against the US-led exploitative or-
der. That US is facing stiff resistance in its
own backyard is significant not only geo-
politically, but it also serve as a symbol of
hope for people struggling for justice all
over the globe. Latin American people have
successfully channelized people’s aspira-
tions and the anxieties created by
neo-liberal globalization. That has enabled
them to effectively combat the hegemonic
designs and in many cases, defeat it and cap-
ture power. Democratic and progressive
forces have registered many victories in the
face of right-wing forces and their imperi-
alist backers.

What we saw recently in Chile, Colom-
bia and the preliminary elections in Brazil,
is the return of the “Pink Tide”. Pink tide
was a term for Leftists and Left-of-centre
governments, with agenda confronting neo-
liberalism, coming to power in many Latin
American countries. Beginning from the late
1990s, the Pink tide has many achievements
to its credit, from framing pro-people poli-
cies to resisting imperialism. In some of the
countries like Brazil, the local elite collabo-
rated with imperialists to destabilise
progressive regimes in the region. How-
ever, the celebrations in the right-wing camp
seemed to be premature and short-lived as
soon after, in country after country, left
forces have shown their mettle, led vibrant
and resilient movements against the right
and have captured state power in many
countries by registering impressive elec-
toral victories once again.

We have seen the steady advance of the
Leftist forces in Latin America in the form
of Gabriel Boric’s victory in Chile, victory
of Xiomara Castro in Honduras, Pedro

Castillo’s victory in Peru and
Luis Arce’s victory in Bolivia.
Gustavo Petro got elected as
the first-ever Left-wing Presi-
dent of Colombia in a historic
verdict. All Latin American countries that
went to polls elected Leftist leaders in the
past three years with the only exception of
Ecuador. This trend of progressive regimes
coming to power is expected to get a ma-
jor fillip in the ascendancy of Lula da Silva
as the President of Brazil, the largest country
in the region. Lula is already ahead in the
first round of elections against his far-right
rival Jair Bolsonaro, notorious for his mis-
handling of COVID-19.

Developments in Latin America are tell-
ing of the inequalities neo-liberalism is
producing and how people are fighting
against the evils of finance capital. Latin
American region was hit hard by the
COVID-19 pandemic. The health crisis got
snowballed into a socio-economic crisis
soon and people felt that the Left is the only
force that can provide pro-people gover-
nance. People of the region seriously
considered the imperative need of having
a robust public health infrastructure and
enhanced social security. In the uncertain
times of COVID-19, it was Cuba with its
socialist health infrastructure not only
fought the pandemic effectively, but also
became a source of urgent medical help for
many countries, including in Europe up-
holding internationalist ethos. The criminal
sanctions of United States could not
dampen the spirit of solidarity of the Cu-
ban people and helped everyone they
could with teams of doctors, volunteers
and vaccines.

The Bolivarian Revolution in Venezu-
ela unleashed by Hugo Chavez remains
firm and steady despite the challenges it
has been facing from US antagonism for the
last two decades. United States’ attempts
to destabilise the country and its economy
have met with resistance and Venezuelan
economy is showing signs of steady im-
provement. United States’ intervention in
Venezuela through proxies were defeated
by the people committed to the ideals of
Bolivarian Revolution.

The 24th Congress of the CPI looks at the
these development with appreciation. Latin
American people have suffered greatly due
to imperialist designs in the region but their
spirit remains unbreakable. People of Latin
America have fought against great odds to
ensure that the region remains a hub of
peace, progress and democracy. The 24th
Congress of CPI salutes their spirit and ex-
presses its solidarity with the people of Latin
America in their struggle against hegemony
and in their efforts in making Latin America
a prosperous and peaceful region.  
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 Control Commission
1. Ramendra Kumar (Chairman)
2. Shatrughan Prasad Singh
3. Dr. Nara Singh
4. P. Durga Bhavani
5. Sathyan Mokeri
6. Ram Baheti
7. Hardev Singh Arshi
8. Thrichy M. Selvaraj
9. Moti Lal
10. Nisha Siddhu
11. Mohd. Yusuf

National Council Members
1. D Raja
2. Atul Kumar Anjaan
3. Amarjeet Kaur
4. Binoy Viswam
5. Dr. K. Narayana
6. Pallab Sengupta
7. Dr. B.K. Kango
8. Nagendranath Ojha
9. Azeez Pasha
10. Annie Raja
11. C.H. Venkatachalam
12. R Venkaiah (Kisan Sabha)
13. P. Sandosh Kumar
14. S.V. Damle
15. Anil Rajimwale
16. Krishna Jha
17. C. Srikumar
18. K. Sreenivas Reddy
19. Vidyasagar Giri
20. Gulzar Singh Goria
21. Dr. A.A. Khan
22. Vicky Mahesari (AISF)
23. Thirumalai (AIYF)
24. Dr. Arun Mitra
25. Roykutty
26. Prof. Arun Kumar (AIFUCTO)
27. K.  Ramkrishna
28. Muppala Nageshwara Rao
29. J.V.  Satyanarayana Murthy
30. G. Obulesu
31. A. Vanaja (Woman)
32. T.  Madhu
33. K. Siva Reddy

Newly Elected CPI National Leadership

34. Kanak Gogoi
35. Munnin Mahanta
36. Ram Naresh Pandey
37. Janaki Paswam
38. Rajendra Singh
39. Avadesh Rai
40. Omprakash Narayan
41. Promode Prabhakar
42. Rajshree Kiran (Woman)
43. Nivedita Jha (Woman)
44. Mithilesh Jha
45. Sanjay Kumar
46. Manish Kunjam
47. Satyanaryan Kamlesh
48. Manju Kawasi (Woman)
49. Dinesh C. Varshney
50. Christopher Fonseca
51. Vijay Shenmare
52. Dariyav Singh Kashyap
53. Bhag Singh Chaudhary
54. Mahendra Pathak
55. Mahdeo Ram
56. Kanaimal  Pahawa
57. P.K.  Pandey
58. Sathi Sundaresh
59. Vijaya Bhaskar
60. Kanam Rajendran
61. K. Prekash Babu
62. E. Chandrasekharan
63. J. Chinchu Rani (Women)
64. Rajaji Mathew Thomas
65. K.P. Rajendran
66. K. Rajan
67. P. Prasad
68. G.R. Anil
69. Chittayam Gopakumar
70. P.P. Suneer
71. Adv. P. Vasantham (Women)
72. Arvind Shrivastva
73. Haridwar Singh
74. Tukaram Bhasme
75. Subhash Lande
76. Shivkumar Ganvir
77. Rajan Shkirsagar
78. L. Thoiren
79. S. Memsana

80. Samudra Gupta
81. Abhaya Sahu
82. Ashish Kanungo
83. Rama Krushna Panda
84. Khirad Singhdeo
85. A.M. Saleem
86. I. Dinesh Ponnaiah
87. Bant Singh Brar
88. Jagroop Singh
89. Nirmal Singh Dhaliwal
90. Prithipal Singh Marimegha
91. Amarjeet Singh Asal
92. Narinder Sohal
93. Narendra Acharya
94. Sunita Chaturvedi
95. Era. Muthurasan
96. N. Periyasamy
97. M.Veerapandian
98. T.M. Murthi
99. K. Santaanam
100.M. Arumugan
101.V. Sivapunniyam
102.Vahitha Nizam (Woman)
103.T. Ramasamy
104.M. Kannaki (Woman)
105.Chada Venkat Reddy
106.Kunnamneni Sambasiva Rao
107.Palla Venkata Reddy
108.Pasya Padma (Woman)
109.T. Srinivas Rao
110.K. Shankar
111.Balanarsimha
112.B. Hemantha Rao
113.Dr. Yudhisthir Das
114.Dr. Girish Sharma
115.Arvindraj Swaroop
116.Imitaz Ahamad
117.Kranti Mishra
118.Samar Bhandari
119.Swapan Banerjee
120.Prabir Dev
121.Ujjal Chaudhary
122.Tarun Das
123.Bharati Adhikary (Woman)
124.Tapan Ganguly
125.Vacant
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The following are the members of the Central Control Commission, National Council and candidate
members to the National Council, National Executive and National Secretariat:
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