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Communist Party of India general secretary D
Raja said that today democratic values and the
Indian Constitution are under attack from the
Narendra Modi government at the Centre. He was
addressing the participants after unveiling the statue
of Comrade (Dr) A K Sen as the chief guest in Patna
on November 9, jointly with Bihar education min-
ister Prof Chandrashekhar through remote control.

Statue of Dr A K Sen Unveiled at a Grand Function

DEMOCRATIC VALUES, CONSTITUTION

D Raja said that Dr A
K Sen, though not person-
ally known to him, was
a multi-faceted personal-

ity. He devoted all his life
for public and social
cause. He said that he felt
proud to see the statue of
such great personality
and unveil it. Offering
tributes and salutations
on the occasion, the gen-
eral secretary said that he
was not only a famous
physician but also a so-
cial worker of the
frontlines. He had
worked in a wide range
of organizations. He
fought for the rights of
the employees of col-
leges and universities.
He fought for the better-
ment of health and
education of common
people, and got them
their rights. He also took

interest in establishing
peace and friendship
organisations in the state.
Today, the democratic
values and Indian Con-

stitution are under attack
from the Modi govt. In
this context Dr A K Sen is
an inspiration and we
must learn from him.

Bihar State University
and College Employees
Confederation organised
a grand function to un-
veil the statue and
memorial of the famous
communist doctor, intel-
lectual, social worker,
MLA, and well known
party leader Dr A K Sen
on the occasion of his 106th

birth anniversary. The
statue was unveiled in
Kankarbagh through
electronic method. The
function took place in
Rabindra Bhawan. A

large number of employ-
ees, teachers, professors,
doctors, intellectuals,
students, youth and oth-
ers took part in this
largely attended func-
tion.

The function was co-
ordinated by the general
secretary of the confed-

eration Braj Kishore
Singh and chaired by
chairman of the organiza-
tion Ganga Prasad Jha.
The students of Arvind
Mahila College wel-
comed the participants
by singing songs. They
were welcomed through
presentation of flowers
and shawls.

On this occasion, a
souvenir and collection
of rare photographs was
also released and distrib-
uted.

Those present on the
dais were education
minister of Bihar Prof
Chandrashekhar, presi-
dent of Bihar Congress
Committee Madam

Mohan Jha, national
chairman of Indian Medi-
cal Association
Sahajanand Singh, presi-
dent of All India
Universities and College
Employees Confedera-
tion R B Singh, former vice
chancellor of Magadh
University Karyanand
Paswan, former princpal
of Patna University Prof
Nawal Kishore
Chaowdahry, famous
poet Alok Shanwa,
former MLA Usha Sahni,
Sanjay Yadav, Dilip
C h o w d h a r y ,
Kameshwar Jha,
AIFUCTO general secre-
tary Prof Arun Kumar,
former MLA Rajendra
Singh, former MLA
Awadhesh Rai, retired
professor of JNU Subodh
Malakar, AITUC state
general secretary
Gazanfar Nawab,
Nivedita Jha, daughter-
in-law of late Dr A K Sen
Ms Ajita Sen, his two
grandsons and others.

Addressing the audi-
ence, the education
minister, Prof
Chandrashekhar said
that even while Dr A K Sen
was a physician and a
doctor, he organized and
worked for the common
people including the
employees of educa-
tional institutions. Dr Sen
was firmly against caste
system, which inspires
us. He appealed to the
audience to read Rahul
Sankrityayana’s book
‘Samyvaad hi kyon?’
(Why Communism?).

He promised to look
into the problems of the
employees. He clarified
that Bihar government
was committed for the
betterment of health and
education system of the

state. He also appealed
to all those present to
help improve the social
atmosphere in Bihar.

Sahajanandji of IMA
said that Dr Sen always
helped the poor and
downtrodden. He used
to collect free medicines
and distribute them
among the poor with his
doctors’ team. He also
organized free medical
camps. He said we
pledge to carry forward
his work.

R B Singh said that to-
day thousands of posts of
karmacharis and teachers
are lying vacant. The
posts vacated are never
filled. He demanded the
scrapping of new pen-
sion scheme of 2005 and
to replace it with the older
one. Old pension scheme
is in operation in Punjab,
Chattisgarh and
Rajasthan. Bihar must do
it. The present central
government is destroy-
ing the autonomy of the
institutions by disman-
tling the University
Grants Commission
(UGC).

Prof Nawal said that
Dr Sen was a giant, and
he had the opportunity to
work with him for two
decades. Dr Sen identi-
fied the social evils and
diseases also. We must
work to free the society
of its ills. Dr Sen also
worked actively to estab-
lish communal harmony
during the riots of 1981.
He formed Science for
Society and Citizens’
Forum.

A large number of
employees’ leaders were
also present.  

Anish Kumar

CPI general secretary D Raja addressing the function

 UNDER ATTACK: CPI
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EditorialEditorialEditorialEditorialEditorial
Ideology is the foundation on which

political thoughts and actions have taken
shape. At the core of every socio-politi-
cal battle, it acts as the decisive factor.
All the political parties represent certain
ideological traits attributed to their class
character. In the history of Congress, it
was Nehru, who struggled hard to pave
an ideological understanding for its po-
litical course. In a broad manner he was
influenced by the ideals of democracy
and secularism oriented to socialism.
His understanding of socialism was of-
ten criticized by many as not being
scientific. Remaining friendly to Soviet
Union in his own way, Nehru tried to
maintain a sort of love and hate relation-
ship with the ideology of the Left. Because
of this, he mobilised friends and foes
inside his own party. The history of
Congress in pre- and post-independent
India is a testimony to this fact.

In the era of globalisation, after the fall
of Soviet Union, the ideological eco sys-
tem of the world witnessed drastic
changes. Many parties were thrown open
to the ideological influence of neo-lib-
eral economy and Congress was not an
exception. The people who stood at the
helm of the Congress affairs began to
distance themselves from Nehru and
even Gandhi. Naturally, the secular

To be or Not to be with Nehru!
democratic space occupied by Congress got
weakened.

As expected the traditional support base
of the Congress got eroded.  The downtrod-
den section lost their trust in the Congress,
and the secular forces began to doubt the
Congress credentials. This is a process that
took shape during the course of the last three
decades. Presiding over the debacle of the
party, the Congress leadership never at-
tempted to make any serious introspection
into the crisis faced by the party.

In the existing political conditions, when
the fascist ideology of the RSS-BJP moves
to engulf the country’s
secular democratic ethos, the Left wishes the
Congress to remember its own Gandhi-
Nehru legacy and its past. We urge the
Congress to self-critically analyse its eco-
nomic and political positions during the
period of globalisation. That was and still
remains the crux of the Left critique of the
Congress. Even during ‘Bharat Jodo’ yatra,
considered to be an attempt to revitalize the
party, this aspect was not seriously touched
upon. Left never expects the Congress to
follow the left ideology or to become left in
its political perceptions. 

Many in the Congress have utterly failed
to understand the reason, why the reaction-
ary forces are keen to unleash their tirade

against Nehru. Their newly invented
love of the RSS towards Sardar Patel
stems out from their bitter hatred to-
wards Nehru. Surprisingly the Congress
leadership remained miserably indiffer-
ent to the ideological warfare which was
aimed at hitting at the Gandhi-Nehru
foundation of the party. Now this indif-
ference has entered a new stage. Then
responsible leaders of the Congress party
began to recall their affinity towards RSS.
No less a person than the Kerala Pradesh
Congress Committee president stands in
this pro-RSS advocacy. Not being satis-
fied by this, he went to the extent of
painting Nehru as an ideological com-
panion of communal fascism.

The all India leadership of the Con-
gress due to its own reasons remains
silent on this very serious issue. With this
kind of ideological neutrality, the Con-
gress will not be able to come out of the
deep crisis they have fallen into. This is
a moment of decision-making for the
Congress. They need to categorically tell
the country about their ideology and
politics. Let them have no doubt
Jawaharlal Nehru is going to be the fun-
damental factor in their search for
ideological and political clarity. To be or
not to be with Nehru is the question be-
fore them! 

AIBEA has given the call
for all India Bank Strike on
November 19, 2022 against
various increasing attacks
in the banks.

Bilateralism and
Bipartism: Ever since
AIBEA was founded in
1946, AIBEA had been
fighting for the right to
collective bargaining
and right to negotiations.
After a long struggle for
20 years, AIBEA could
succeed and achieve di-
rect negotiations with the
Banks and signed the
first industry-level bi-
partite settlement in 1966
covering 45 Banks — 26
A Class banks, nine B
Class banks and 10 C
Class banks. From 1966
till now, AIBEA has se-
cured 11 bipartite
settlements covering
employees’ wages, ser-

All India Bank Strike on Nov 19: AIBEA
vice conditions, working
of banks, improvement
in customer service, tech-
nology and
computerisation, etc.
Thus the main plank of
industrial relations in
banks is bilateralism.
Based on the same, in
every bank bilateral
agreements have come to
govern the service condi-
tions of employees.

Of late, it is observed
that some of the Banks do
not care for bilateral dis-
cussions and violate
bipartite settlements
through unilateral deci-
sions.

For example, in 2005,
a settlement was signed
by AIBEA and IBA pre-
scribing the procedure
for transferring employ-
ees from surplus centres
to deficit centres to cor-

rect staff imbalances. This
settlement does not pro-
vide for routine and
periodical transfer of
employees from one sta-
tion to another. Hence
employees are transfer-
able within the same
station from one branch
to another, except in
banks where there are
specific agreements. The
IBA is engaged with
AIBEA and other apex
unions to expand the
scope of the 2005 settle-
ment. So far no fresh
settlement has been
signed.

Managements do not
care for bipartite settle-
ment: But in the
meantime, some of the
banks have started to

transfer employees from
one station to another
station quoting the 2005
settlement which is re-
stricted only for transfer
from surplus to shortage
areas. This is a clear vio-
lation of the bipartite
settlement of 2005. In one
bank more than 3,000
employees have been
transferred out and the
families of these employ-
ees have been put to
undue hardship. Even
lady employees, employ-
ees with major ailments,
employees with physical
disabilities, employees
who have physically or
mentally challenged chil-
dren and who are
caregivers, etc, have been
transferred out.

Labour laws are vio-
lated: Even where the
labour authorities have

intervened, the manage-
ment has ignored their
advice, violated the pro-
visions of Industrial
Disputes Act and forc-
ibly transferred the
employees. Hence it has
become a major issue.

Court judgment not
respected: Even when a
High Court has given the
judgment that 2005 settle-
ment provides only for
transfer from surplus to
deficit areas, the manage-
ment is persisting with
the violation and unilat-
eral decision.

Understanding and
commitment not
honoured: When the
union agitated, the man-
agement of the bank
came forward and
agreed to resolve the is-
sue through mutual

C H Venkatachalam

On Page 04
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If you want free, compulsory and scientific edu-
cation as well as guaranteed employment, this
‘Parliament March’ is for you. We are youth and
students. We have dreams for our present and fu-
ture, which can only be fulfilled with quality
education and guaranteed employment. This Par-
liament March has a lot to decide for our future, and
therefore join on November 25, 2022. Indian Parlia-
ment needs to hear from you.

Unemployment, NEP Crippling Future of Youth, Students

AIYF, AISF Plan Parliament March on Nov 25
Thirumalai Raman
and Vicky Mahesari

All sections of society
are suffering due to the
anti-people policies of
BJP-RSS led Union gov-
ernment. Even the basics
of livelihood are denied.
The Union government
has betrayed the people
by allowing corporates
and capitalists to loot
nation’s wealth created
by the toiling masses. As
a result Indians have
been divided into rich
and poor — 99 per cent
people on one side and
one per cent Adanis,
Ambanis on the other
side. No doubt BJP rep-
resents the looters and
after its coming to power
in 2014, poverty has in-
creased many folds.

Higher inflation and
price-rise severely affect
the people. Instead of
reducing inflation, the
BJP government is wors-
ening it by hiking
petroleum and LPG
prices. Farmers, agricul-
tural labourers,
industrial workers,
unorganised sector
workers, self-employed,
salaried, middle class all
are suffering and getting
suffocated. The ‘On Sale’
policy of Modi govern-
ment will completely
destroy India. All the
sectors, which need to be
strengthened to ensure
government jobs for us,
are put on sale to boost
the profits of corporates.
‘Sabka Sath, Sabka Vikas’
in reality has become
‘Corporates ka Sath,
Janata ka Vinash’.

The lowest GDP and
the highest unemploy-
ment rate at the same
time prove the betrayal
done under the false
promise of ‘two crore

jobs every year’. Organi-
zation for Economic
Cooperation and Devel-
opment (OECD) had
forecast that India’s un-
employment rate will
quadruple from four per
cent to eight per cent by
2022. From a six per cent
unemployment rate in
2017, India’s unemploy-
ment rate has climbed to
8.3 per cent by 2022.
Even after the official
blockade on publicizing
official data on unem-
ployment, one can very
well observe the explo-
sive situation of the same
from the nationwide pro-
tests against draconian
‘Agnipath’ scheme.

The privatization of
security forces will not
only affect the life of se-
curity of Army persons
but will also pose threat
to national security. Es-
timates show that over
the next four years, two
crore more people will
join the ranks of the un-
employed youth,
bringing the total to 22
crore by 2022. The data
from the Centre for Moni-
toring Indian Economy
(CMIE) shows the unem-
ployment rate in India
stood at 7.77 per cent in
October.

According to the gov-
ernment data submitted
by Union minister of state
for personnel Jitendra
Singh in the Lok
Sabha, there are 9.76 lakh
vacant posts in the cen-
tral government
ministries/ departments
as on March 1, 2022. The
number of vacancies in
2019 was 6.3 lakhs. When
we take other public sec-
tor and state government
job vacancies it is esti-

mated that around 40
lakhs vacancies remain
not fulfilled. Union gov-
ernment has not taken
any measures to fill the
vacancies. The BJP-RSS
led Union government
wants to institutionalize
unemployment.

For example in 1970s
there were 17 lakh em-
ployees working in
Indian Railways. But
now only 13 lakh em-
ployees are working.
This means four lakh
vacancies exist only in
Indian Railways. But,
only 13,169 trains are
operated in India every-

day which is way behind
for the population of our
country. It requires at
least 30,000 trains and
infrastructure to meet the
needs, which means
more than ten lakh
people can be employed
in Indian Railways alone.
Similarly, around two
lakh vacancies are there
in the banking sector.

So on November 25,
2022, Indian youth will
gherao Indian Parliament
demanding enactment
of  Bhagat Singh Na-
tional Employment
Guarantee Act (BNEGA)
without any delay. The
Act primarily guarantees
Rs 20,000 monthly allow-
ance to the unemployed.
If the government fails to
provide employment on
time, the applicant must
get allowance till guaran-
teed job is given. So

BNEGA is the guarantee
for our future. This must
be passed by our Parlia-
ment immediately.

Friends, to be eligible
for employment we
need quality education
which should be pro-
vided free and
compulsory by the gov-
ernment. So we demand
that the ‘National Educa-
tion Policy’ (NEP) which
is drafted with a mission
to commercialize,
corporatize and
saffronize the education
system should be re-
pealed with immediate
effect. NEP is designed
to keep Indians unedu-
cated. This policy will
completely turn educa-
tion sector into education
industry for the profits of
the few. It is National
Exclusion Policy in real-
ity.

Multiple Exit System
of NEP encourages stu-
dents to discontinue
courses at multiple lev-
els. According to the
national education
policy 2020, students
willing to complete their
graduation have to study
for four years while one
can easily complete his/
her diploma degree in
less time. This might
encourage students to
leave the course mid-
way. This will lead to
deficiency in attaining
the set target of 50 per
cent Gross Enrollment
Ratio (GER) by 2030.

Entrance Exams or
Eligibility Tests for
higher education has
become a burden and
takes away opportuni-
ties from the students of
rural areas. When there
is no common syllabus
across the country, con-
ducting common
entrance test is injustice.
Not just syllabus, even
environment and infra-
structure of the schools
and higher secondary
institutions vary accord-
ing to the
geography. Access to

resources, materials and
facilities are fewer in
most of the areas.

Online classes during
Covid have exposed
these differences. Even
in class perspective, high
and upper middle class
students could afford
coaching and training in
private coaching centres
for NEET, CUET and
other entrance tests’
preparation by paying
huge fees. Some private
schools with huge fees
provide special coaching
for entrance exams like
NEET, CUET, JEE, right
from class VIII. This en-
courages the private
coaching centres to make
money and corporatize
education.

NEP has a hidden
agenda to impose Hindi
and Sanskrit indirectly.
Mandatory language
papers in various en-
trance tests have list of
various languages, but
teachers are available
only for Hindi and San-
skrit. So as Indian
students and youth we
ask government to
repeal NEP and enact
People’s Policy of Edu-
cation proposed by AISF.
This policy will guaran-
tee free, compulsory and
scientific education to all
in fully advanced public
sector schools and col-
leges. It will end
unhealthy race for fake
competitions for jobs. All
willing should be given
jobs. 

To echo the voice of the
youth and students of
India, All India Youth
Federation and All India
Students’ Federation
have jointly called for
Parliament March on
November 25, 2022 de-
manding jobs and repeal
of National Education
Policy.

Support AIYF-AISF
Parliament March!

Join Hands In The Fight
For Future Of India!  
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understanding. Unfortu-
nately, even these
understandings and
commitments are not
being honoured. If
AIBEA’s bipartite settle-
ment is not respected by
the bank and persists
with the violation to ha-
rass the employees,
AIBEA has no option
than to resort to strike
action to express its pro-
test.

Outsourcing regular
jobs in Banks – another
serious violation of bi-
partite settlement: Bank
managements have been
demanding a settlement
to outsource the regular
and permanent jobs in
the banks on contact ba-
sis. Today all the jobs in
the banks are permanent
jobs. After discussions,
unions signed an agree-
ment in 2005 that
IT-related jobs for which
in-house capability is not
available can be
outsourced. IBA has been
talking to the Unions to

expand the areas of
outsourcing. In the last
11th bipartite negotia-
tions also IBA wanted
amendments in the 2005
settlement.

But recently, some of
the banks have taken
decision to hand over
permanent jobs like
house-keeping, cash
movement from branch
to branch, etc, to private
contractors. This is vio-
lation of the Settlement of
2005. Outsourcing is a
bilateral issue. But banks
want to decide unilater-
ally.

Supreme Court judg-
ment not honoured:
Supreme Court has held
that  bank daily deposit
collectors are to be
treated as workmen.
Delhi High Court Bench
has ordered that deposit
collectors are eligible for
gratuity as per Gratuity
Act. But some of the banks
do not care for these judg-
ments and are refusing to
pay gratuity to the de-
posit collectors.

Victimisations and
vindictive punish-
ments: In the name of
taking disciplinary ac-
tion, some of the
managements are violat-
ing the provisions on
disciplinary action, vio-
lating the ID Act,
violating principles of
natural justice.

Retrenchments: In
some of the banks, there
are threats of retrench-
ment which will affect the
jobs and job security of
the employees. In the
name of business ratio-
nalization, employees
are sought to be re-
trenched. One leading
bank has retrenched 240
deposit collectors with-
out even giving them
retrenchment compensa-
tion. Simply the deposit
collectors have been
thrown to the streets.

Trade Union rights
are denied: Under the
Trade Unions Act and
Industrial Disputes Act,
the duly elected leaders
of the Union can negoti-

ate with the manage-
ment. Some
managments are refus-
ing this right. Even their
decision is illegal and
violation of labour laws.

All India Bank Strike
on November 19: To
oppose these unlawful
and unfair actions of the
bank managements and
to protest against these
attacks, AIBEA has given
the call for All India strike
on November 19, 2022.

Discussions with
IBA: In response to the
strike notice, Indian
Banks Association (IBA)
held a meeting with the
AIBEA and concerned
bank managements on
November 5, 2022 at
Mumbai. We explained
the attacks and de-
manded correction but
bank managements jus-
tified their position.

Intervention by CLC:
Thereafter, on November
10, Chief Labour Com-
missioner called for a
conciliation meeting at
Delhi. Unfortunately,
bank managements did
not attend this meeting.
Only IBA was present.

Hence the issue could
not be discussed or re-
solved. As per the advice
of CLC, IBA has agreed
to hold one more round
of meeting on November
16. If the managements
attend the meeting and
agree to resolve the is-
sues amicably, the
AIBEA may reconsider
the strike call.

If bank managements
continue with their un-
lawful and vindictive
actions and do not agree
to maintain bilateralism,
AIBEA will be left with
no option than to go
ahead with the strike
call.

UFBU supports the
strike: Already United
Forum of Bank Unions
representing all the bank
unions has extended its
support to our strike and
demonstrations will be
held throughout the
country on November 18
evening before the strike
on 19. If the issues raised
by AIBEA in the strike
notice are not resolved
amicably, AIBEA will
plan to intensify the agi-
tation and further protest
strikes will be organized.

All India Bank Strike ....
From Page 02

Wading in
While hearing a PIL on religious conversion, the Supreme Court

said that “forced” religious conversions are “very dangerous” and
may “ultimately affect the security of the nation as well as the freedom
of religion and conscience of the citizens”. The bench urged the
government to “make their stand clear and file counter on what
steps can be taken by Union and/or others to curb such forced con-
version, maybe by force, allurement or fraudulent means”. Over
the last few years, religious conversion has become a politically
fraught issue. When the court singles out the issue for its attention,
asks what action the government proposes to take, it implies both
that “forced” religious conversions are a significant problem and
that existing laws are insufficient to deal with it. In a polarised
moment, this could end up providing grist to political spectre-
mongering about large-scale demographic change in the country,
especially through conversions involving marriage.

Article 25 of the Constitution says “all persons are equally en-
titled to freedom of conscience and the right freely to profess, practise
and propagate religion”. But at least 10 states have legislated anti-
conversion laws, beginning in the 1960s. The bar for action against
“fraudulent” conversions has to be set high so that it does not in-
terfere with fundamental freedoms. Mass conversions in
independent India, though rare, have been acts of protest against
social discrimination. The conversion of BR Ambedkar and over
three lakh followers, mostly Dalits, to Buddhism in 1956 as well as
the 1982 Meenakshipuram conversions, when 180 Dalit families
in a Tamil Nadu village embraced Islam, were acts of political re-
volt.

The current context of the conversion debate appears to be mis-
sionary activity in tribal areas and inter-religious marriages, labelled
as “love jihad”. In the case of the latter, anti-conversion laws now
demand that the bride and groom seek prior permission for mar-
riage from the district magistrate. In the event of any complaint of
“coercive conversion”, the burden of proof is on the groom’s party,
which needs to disprove the charges of coercion to the authorities.

In states such as UP, the anti-conversion law has been weaponised
for political campaigns against inter-religious marriages. A judi-
cial and judicious intervention on religious conversion must be
mindful of the context, avoid vague terminology and carefully side-
step prejudice.

Courtesy: The Indian Express

War that must end
That the G20 declaration adopted a nuanced position on Ukraine

was no surprise. G7 nations were pushing for an outright condem-
nation of Russia’s invasion. But the final text reiterated – as it had
to – the previous national positions of the forum members. The state-
ment noted that a majority strongly condemned the war and its
impact on the global economy. It also acknowledged some coun-
tries had a different assessment. This compromise isn’t surprising
since G20 was never a forum to resolve security issues. In fact, it is
to India’s credit that it successfully worked quietly behind the scenes
to finalise a declaration acceptable to all sides.

All that said, a realistic end to the war is nowhere in sight. Even
as the G20 leaders met, Russia launched around 100 missiles into
Ukraine – the largest such volley of strikes since the beginning of
the war – targeting energy infrastructure. In fact, two of those Rus-
sian missiles may have strayed into Poland, killing two people and
highlighting the risk of escalation. Poland is a Nato member and
strikes on its territory could technically trigger the group’s Article
5 on collective defence. Add to this the prospect of a miscalcula-
tion leading to nuclear war.

This is precisely why Russia and Ukraine must find their way
back to the negotiating table. True, this would be a bitter pill for
Ukraine given that it is still being attacked by Russia. Russian troops
continue to occupy Ukrainian territory and Moscow has self-cer-
tified the annexation of four Ukrainian regions. But given Ukrainian
advances in recent weeks and Russia’s recent withdrawal from
Kherson, Kyiv’s current ground position is roughly what it was just
before the war began. Therefore, the Ukrainian leadership today
is in a relative position of strength to begin negotiations with Mos-
cow. The US, EU, China and India must take the lead.

Courtesy: The Times of India
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The following is the fi-
nal declaration adopted
at the 22nd International
meeting of Communist
and Workers’ Parties
(IMCWP) held in Ha-
vana on October 27, 28
and 29, 2022:

The 145 representa-
tives of 78 Communist
and Workers’ Parties of
60 countries, present at
this 22nd IMCWP, held in
Havana, Cuba, on Octo-
ber 27-29, 2022, warn
about the dangerous
situation in which hu-
manity finds itself.

The current predomi-
nance of imperialism
imposes an unjust and
unsustainable interna-
tional order, intensifies
exploitation and wors-
ens the conditions of the
working class and the
peoples, causes growing
conflicts, antagonisms
and wars, and hinders
the solution of global
problems such as the
Covid-19 pandemic,
which socialist countries
historically, and Cuba
today in particular, with
its public health system
and scientific develop-
ment, have effectively
confronted and where
the superiority of social-
ism is manifested. We
communists defend a
new world order, based
on the abolition of the
exploitation of man by
man, on relations of mu-
tual benefit between
states and the peoples,
peace, sustainable devel-
opment for the
satisfaction of social
needs, social justice and
solidarity.     

As a consequence of
the growing aggressive-
ness of imperialism and
the geo-political re-com-
position underway, we
face a new escalation of
the arms race, the
strengthening and ex-
pansion of NATO, the
emergence of new mili-
tary alliances, the

22nd International Meeting of Communist and Workers’ Parties

Meet Warns against Danger Humanity Is Facing
aggravation of tensions
and military conflicts,
such as the one in
Ukraine, the resurgence
of fascism in various
parts of the world and the
“cold war” and the threat
of a nuclear conflict,
which we must reject.

We denounce that the
predatory nature of capi-
talism leads to increasing

inequality, polarization
of wealth, exclusion and
migratory flows. It
causes the intensification
of the food crisis and the
aggravation of the envi-
ronmental crisis, while
we are rapidly nearing a
point of “no return”.

The bourgeois politi-
cal system, which
defends the interests of

monopolies and corpo-
rations, manages the
systemic crisis of capital-
ism for its own benefit,
attempts to control the
growing social discon-
tent of workers and
peoples through pres-
sure and violence.

The gradual decline of
the power of the United
States of America and its

allies, as a result of its
internal crises and in the
face of its competitors,
has reinforced the indis-
criminate use of double
standard and threatening
blockade policies, illegal
coercive measures, mili-
tary interventions, and
the interference in the
internal affairs of States.

Cuba is the citadel of revolutionary hero Fidel
Castro, who could find a place in the hearts of the
entire people of Cuba. Cuba is also the land of Che
Guvera, the international youth icon, who inspires
the younger generation even today. As I was land-
ing on such a land of revolutionary heroes, I was
overwhelmed with joy.

Cuba is 90 miles away from America. US im-
perialism is imposing economic blockade on Cuba
and many restrictions on the people of Cuba in-
cluding trade, imports and exports. While Fidel
Castro was alive nearly 400 times of assassination
attempts were made on the life of Castro by US
yankees. But they could not succeed. Cuban people
are determined to protect their leaders and con-
tinuously reiterated confidence in Socialism. On
such a land of revolutionaries it was only appro-
priate to host the 22nd International Meeting of
Communist and Workers’ Parties. Myself and M
A Baby represented CPI and CPI(M) respectively
in the meeting.

One hundred and forty five representatives of
78 Communist and Workers’ Parties of 60 nations
took part in deliberations of the meeting. In their
presentations, the world leaders upheld the su-
periority of socialism. All participants vehemently
condemned the barbaric restrictions imposed by
American imperialist government on socialist
Cuba.

Even in United Nations Organization, out of 185
member nations merely USA and its close ally Is-
rael opposed Cuba. Ukraine took a neutral stand.
But all countries expressed solidarity with tiny
socialist Cuba. All participants spoke against
American imperialist expansionism and war
mongering. Chinese delegates also expressed the
same opinion. The resolution of United Nations
Organization has given inspiration to countries
on our planet and Cuba felt it as a great support
for it.

Russian delegates while addressing made it
clear that the Russian government is not against
people of Ukraine but against mala fide intentions
of US imperialism and NATO. Russian delegates
also expressed dissatisfaction towards Putin’s ini-
tiative in military intervention which is getting

Participants Uphold Supremacy of Socialism
On Page 12

slowly deteriorated though in the beginning his
strategies were excellent. However Communist
Party of Russia is backing Putin’s government in
this regard.

Delegate from Brazil expressed full confidence
on the victory of Lula, the former President of the
nation as left candidate over Bolsonaro who was
aided by US imperialists. Statement of Brazil del-
egate and resolution of the meeting greeting Lula
for his victory in advance was received by the Au-
gust house with thunderous applause. 0f course
Lula has got elected subsequently. The people of
Brazil will definitely defeat the conspiracies and
maneuvering of US Imperialism.

In Venezuela Maduro president of the nation
and its people are fighting against trade restric-
tions of US. Though Venezuela is rich oil producing
country on the planet but because of cunning re-
strictions of America, it could not sell oil in the open
market. But still it could manage to spend on
welfare schemes for people. Expenditure has be-
come more than income. Hence there is crisis.
Taking this as opportunity US imperialists with
its puppet politicians are planning conspiracies
for destabilisation of the country. But the  heroic
people of Venezuela are resisting and fighting back
the conspiracies.

In Denmark of Scandinavian countries, Left
Front got elected. Representatives of Latin Ameri-
can countries are very enthusiastic for many
victories of left in various countries.

The meeting unanimously resolved to fight out
conspiracies of expansionist neo- colonial Ameri-
can imperialism. The final declaration was adopted
unanimously by the three days International meet-
ing of Communist and Workers Parties. The
meeting also decided to hold the 23rd International
Meeting of Communist and Workers’ Parties in
Istanbul city of Turkey. 

Earlier, there was a working group with 23 par-
ties including CPI. Now the working group has
been formed with 33 parties including CPI(M).

In the concluding meeting President of Cuba and
General Secretary of the Communist Party of Cuba
addressed the participants which enthused all
present.

Dr K Narayana
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Agitation of the cen-
tral government and state
government Employees
are going on throughout
the country against the
no-guarantee National
Pension System (NPS)
implemented by the BJP-
led NDA government
during the year 2003. The
central government and
state government em-
ployees are grateful to
the Communist Party of
India for adopting a reso-
lution against the NPS
and demanding restora-
tion of defined,
guaranteed and non-
contributory old pension
scheme in the 24th Con-
gress of the CPI held at
Vijaywada from October
14 to 18, 2022.

Recently, during the
month of September,
more than 3,000 defence
civilian employees as-
sembled at Jantar
Mantar, New Delhi, and
staged an anti-NPS
dharna and submitted a
memorandum to the
government demanding
for scrapping the NPS
and restoring the old
pension scheme. In
Kerala the AITUC led
state government em-
ployees’ organizations
led a strong 25,000 em-
ployees’ ‘March to
Secretariat’ demanding
withdrawal of NPS and
for bringing back the old
pension scheme for the
state government em-
ployees.

The BJP government
in 2003 under the pres-
sure and dictates of the
World Bank and IMF
implemented the con-
tributory NPS with lot of
fanfare propagating that
the employees would
get a huge amount as
pension, since the pen-
sion contribution of both
the employees and the
government would be
invested in the stock
market. Today after 18
years of the implementa-

NPS Will be a Major Election Issue during 2024
tion of the NPS, the gov-
ernment stands totally
exposed. Employees
who are retiring after 18
years of service in the
NPS is getting a very
paltry monthly pension
of Rs 2,000 to Rs 4,000
depending upon the
value of annuity which
they are purchasing from
the 40 per cent of the pen-
sion fund available in
their account. In the old
pension scheme the
minimum pension itself
is Rs 9,000 and every year

to compensate the price
rise two installments of
dearness relief are being
paid to the pensioners.
Under the NPS the pen-
sion remains static and
no provision for compen-
sation of price rise.

The NPS is nothing
but a gambling or a lot-
tery. If there is a crash in
the stock market, the
burden of getting less
amount of pension
should be shouldered by
the poor pensioner.
From various global
studies it is revealed that
most of the private pen-
sion funds were wiped
away in the deep eco-
nomic crisis. The
argument put forth by
the Vajpayee govern-
ment in 2003 was that
more than 25 per cent of
the country’s budget is
eaten away by the pen-

sioners. But the fact re-
mains that the
government gets back a
major portion of the pen-
sion, either as income tax
or through GST which is
collected from the pen-
sioners on whatever he
or she is purchasing from
the market.

Under the Pension‘s
Act 1871 enacted during
the British regime, pen-

sion is a bounty, given as
a matter of grace depend-
ing upon the sweet will
of the employer. In the
year 1971 the Supreme
Court has ruled that pen-
sion is not a bounty
payable on the sweet
will and pleasure of the
government and that, on
the other hand, the right
to pension is a valuable
right vesting in a govern-
ment servant. The
Supreme Court further
held that pension is a
property. In another his-
torical judgment
delivered on December
17, 1981 by the five mem-
ber bench of the Supreme
Court of India consisting
of Chief Justice Y V
Chandrachud, Justice V
D Tulzapurkar, Justice D
A Desai, Justice O
Chinnappa Reddy and
Justice Baharul Islam

declared that pension is
neither a bounty nor a
matter of grace depend-
ing upon the sweet will
of the employer and that
it creates a vested right
subject to 1972 Rules
which are statutory in
character, because they
are enacted in exercise of
powers conferred by the
Proviso to Article 309
and Clause (5) of Article
148 of the Constitution;
that Pension is not an ex-
gratia payment, but it is
a payment for the past

service rendered; and  it
is a social welfare mea-
sure rendering
socio-economic justice to
those who in the heyday
of their life ceaselessly
toiled for the employer
on an assurance that in
their old age, they would
not be left in the lurch.

Despite the above his-
torical judgment the
government employees
have to fight for their old
age security in this coun-
try.

In the old pension
scheme the employee is
not required to contrib-
ute anything for getting
pension after retirement.
An employee who has
put in a minimum 10
years of qualifying ser-
vice is eligible for 50 per
cent of last pay drawn as
monthly pension subject
to a minimum of Rs 9,000

per month. As already
mentioned two install-
ments of dearness relief
is also paid on the pen-
sion to compensate the
price rise. Forty per cent
of the pension can be
commuted in advance
which will be restored
back after 15 years. At
present the central gov-
ernment employees
have demanded to the
government that the
commuted pension
should be restored back
after 12 years.

Incidentally the
Gujarat government
keeping the state assem-
bly elections in mind has
reduced the restoration
of commuted pension
after 13 years instead of
15 years. Apart from this
in the old pension
scheme, pension in-
creases by 20 per cent
from 80 years to less than
85 years, 30 per cent from
85 years to less than 90
years, 40 per cent from 90
years to less than 95
years, 50 per cent from 95
years to less than 100
years and 100 per cent of
the basic pension from
100 years or more. At
present the Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee
has recommended that
pension should be in-
creased by one per cent
every year that is five per
cent after 65 years and so
on.

The ILO Convention
No 102 that is Social Se-
curity (Minimum
Standards) Convention
1952 has laid down nine
principal branches of
social security, namely
medical care, sickness,
unemployment, old age,
employment injury,
family, maternity, inval-
idity and survivors’
benefit.

ILO Convention No
102 ensures periodical
payments, correspond-

C Srikumar

On Page 12
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STUDY &
STRUGGLE

The BJP-RSS govern-
ment at the Union level
and its governments at
the level are less con-
cerned about the
education of future gen-
eration. The All India
Students Federation
(AISF), All India Youth
Federation (AIYF)
should lead the struggle
for restoration these
schools at every district
level.

It is crestal clear as per
a new report from the
Ministry of Education
states that more than
20,000 schools shut
down in India in 2020-21.

The decline in total
schools is mainly due to
the closure of schools
under private and other
management, said the re-
port. To support the
National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020 efforts,
the Unified District Infor-
mation System for
Education Plus
(UDISE+) report 2021–22
for the first time collects
additional data on criti-
cal indicators, including
peer learning, hard spot
identification, the num-
ber of books available in
school libraries, etc. The
UDISE+ report on school
education for 2021–2022
revealed several other
important data points:

Only 44.85 per
cent of schools in India
have access to computers

Nearly 34 per cent
of schools have internet
connection

The total number
of schools in 2021-22
stood at 14.89 lakhs as
compared to 15.09 lakhs
in 2020-21

More than 49 per
cent of schools have
ramps with handrails
even though only 27 per
cent of them have dedi-
cated restrooms for
students with special
needs (CSWN)

The number of
teachers decreased by
1.95 per cent from the
previous year

Thousands of Govt Schools
Shut Down in India

Although the impact
of Covid is cross-cutting,
this is particularly no-
ticed in the enrolment of
young and vulnerable
kids like pre-primary
classes, according to the
report on how Covid-19
affected the enrolment of
students and that this
decline may be attrib-
uted to postponement of
admissions due to
Covid-19. Around 25.57
crore pupils were en-
rolled in schooling from
primary to higher sec-
ondary in 2021–22.
According to the report,
this is an increase of 19.36
lakh above the enrol-
ment of students in
2020–21.

The research states

that when comparing
2020–21 to 2021–22, the
overall number of teach-
ers decreased by 1.95 per
cent. It stated that the
overall number of teach-
ers fell from 97.87 lakh in
2020–21 to 95.07 lakh in
2021–22. The report fur-
ther states that the
percentage of teachers
teaching only primary
(34.4 pc in 2021-22 from
35.4m pc in 2020-21) and
only upper primary (18.9
pc in 2021-22 from 21.5 pc
in 2020-21) has reduced.

As per the report, there
were 0.9 per cent fewer
teachers in government
schools in 2021–2022
than the previous year,
1.45 percent less in gov-
ernment-aided schools,

2.94 percent fewer in pri-
vate schools, and 8.3
percent fewer in other in-
stitutions. In India, the
pandemic has widened
the gaps in learning out-
comes among
schoolchildren with
those from disenfran-
chised and vulnerable
families falling furthest
behind, according to a
2022 report by the World
Economic Forum. Even
where schools tried to
keep teaching using re-
mote learning, the
socio-economic divide
was perpetuated.

And elsewhere glo-
bally in the capitalist
world, particularly in the
United States, a study
found children’s

achievement in maths fell
by 50 per cent more in
less well-off areas, com-
pared to those in more
a f f l u e n t
n e i g h b o u r h o o d s .
Consultancy firm
McKinsey says that
US students were on av-
erage five months
behind in
mathematics and four
months behind in read-
ing by the end of the
2020-21 school year. Dis-
advantaged students
were hit hardest, with
Black students losing six
months of learning on
average.

As well as its
health impacts, COVID-
19 had a huge effect on the
education of children –

but the full scale is only
just starting to emerge.

As pandemic
lockdowns continue to
shut schools, it’s clear the
most vulnerable have
suffered the most.

Recovering the
months of lost education
must be a priority for all
nations.

Researchers in Japan
found a similar pattern,
with disadvantaged chil-
dren and the youngest
suffering most from
school closures. They
said the adverse effects
of being forced to study
at home lasted longest
for those with poorest
living conditions.

However, in Sweden,

where schools stayed
open during the
pandemic, there was no
decline in reading com-
p r e h e n s i o n
scores among children
from all socio-economic
groups, leading re-
searchers to conclude
that the shock of the pan-
demic alone did not
affect students’ perfor-
mance.

Analysis of the crisis
by UNESCO, published
in November 2022, found
that the most vulnerable
learners have been hard-
est hit by the lack of
schooling. It added that
progress towards
the United Nations Sus-
tainable Development
Goal for Education had

been set back. In Latin
America and the Carib-
bean – a region that
suffered one of the long-
est periods of school
closures – average pri-
mary education scores in
reading and maths could
have slipped back to a
level last seen 10 years
ago, the World Bank
says. Four out of five
sixth graders may not be
able to adequately un-
derstand and interpret a
text of moderate length,
the bank says. As a re-
sult, these students are
likely to earn 12 per cent
less over their lifetime
than if their education
had not been curtailed
by the pandemic, it esti-
mates.

Catch-up education
and measures to ensure
that children don’t drop
out of school will be es-
sential, it says. These
could include changing
the school calendar, and
amending the curricu-
lum to focus on
foundational skills.

There’s also a need to
enhance learning oppor-
tunities at home, such as
by distributing books
and digital devices if
possible. Supporting
parents in this role is also
critical, the bank says.

Teachers will also
need extra help to avoid
burnout, the bank notes.
It highlights a “need to
invest aggressively in
teachers’ professional
development and use
technology to enhance
their work”.  
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24th Party Congress Resolutions
On Continuation of

Amaravathi as Capital
After the bifurcation of the

state, Amaravati was decided
through a resolution in the state
assembly as the new capital of
Andhra Pradesh on September
4, 2014. Amaravati as the capi-
tal was approved by all the
parties including the then rul-
ing party TDP-BJP and
opposition party YCP in the
legislative assembly that day.
Farmers sacrificed their lands
and gave 34,000 acres for the city
of Amaravati. Farmers have
given their land for capital with-
out taking compensation,
which has happened nowhere
else in the world. It is notewor-
thy that the farmers agreed to
take only one-fourth of the land.

On October 22, 2017 Prime
Minister Narendra Modi laid
the foundation stone for
Amaravati as the capital.
Around 10,000 crores of rupees
have been spent on various de-
velopment programmes.
Buildings of secretariat, high
court, employees’ quarters,
roads, electricity, drainage fa-
cilities, many government
offices, buildings, etc, have been
constructed.

In 2019, Jagan Mohan Reddy
government introduced the
Three Capitals Bill with a view
to de-empowering Amaravati.
Agitated by chief minister Jagan
Mohan Reddy’s announce-
ment, the farmers and women
of Amaravati started a move-
ment. The state government is
acting in a factional way on the
Amaravati movement which
has been going on for more than
1,100 days. The farmers of
Amaravati are deeply dis-
tressed by the perverse
decision of the state govern-
ment. Now the second
Amaravati padayatra is going
on.

The central government is
not concerned about the con-
struction of the Amaravati
capital, though foundation
stone was laid by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, who carried
Gangajal with him for the foun-
dation ceremony.

In this circumstance, the CPI
demands that both the central
and state governments should
take the responsibility and start
building the capital Amaravati.
This Congress condemns the
negative approach of the
present state government and
demands to change its stand of
building three capitals which is
rousing unnecessary regional

feelings among people.
To Avert Toxic Industrial Ac-

cidents in Visakhapatnam
The government of Andhra

Pradesh acquired land from
small farmers of
Visakhapatnam under Land
Bank and in those lands a pri-
vate industrial zone was
established. Under this plan
several industries including
toxic and hazardous chemical
factories were established with-
out following any safety norms
for both the workers and local
people which is a clear violation
of environmental laws.

Since May 2020 four big and
serious industrial accidents
took place. In an accident of

leaking toxic ‘Sterlin’ gas into at-
mosphere in LG Polymers, 15
innocent people died and 585
people were hospitalised due
to inhalation of toxic gases. Simi-
lar industrial accidents took
place in Brandix Plant,
Hindustan Shipyard and other
industries took the life of 11
people. Many of the industries
are working without following
environmental regulations. Due
to this blatant violations, people
are dying and getting seriously
injured.

Under neo-liberal economic
reforms, the government is per-
mitting private firms to
establish industries without
following environmental regu-
lations and laws.

The 24th Party Congress of the
CPI urges upon the government
to ban the industries which are
not following safety regulations
and environmental laws.

On Climate Change
Climate warming is fast

reaching the limit beyond which
there is nothing that humankind
can do to ensure its own sur-
vival. The solutions are largely
being worked out within the
framework of the system which
brought about the danger in the
first place. Worse still, the
Ukraine crisis serves as an ex-
cuse to go slow or relax the
agreed actions on reduction of
carbon emissions. And there is

no recognition that the unprec-
edented challenge calls for a
systemic change — a total break
away from the present mode of
production and the consumer-
ist, competitive, aggrandizing
culture that forms its core. En-
couraged by the neo-liberal
economic policies pursued by
present government, crony
capitalism is plundering envi-
ronment — the rivers, forests,
mines — and degrading it.

The disastrous conse-
quences are no longer a matter
of conjecture: we are witnessing
them right before our eyes.
Temperatures reaching forty
degrees Celsius in cool climes
of Europe and America and di-
sastrous floods in our
sub-continent and China leave
no doubt as to what is in store.
And yet, the looming disaster
has not permeated the popular
consciousness, particularly that
of the elite layers of our society
continuing to live in the imag-
ined safety of their artificial
bubbles of prosperity and well-
being. For 150 years, rich
western countries polluted the
earth and created global warm-
ing. Now they are throwing
blame on poor countries to
share equal responsibility.

The youth world over should
be most concerned about the cli-
mate catastrophe waiting in the
wings, because they stand to
lose their very future. Although
pledges are made in climate
summits from Paris to Glasgow
and climate fund, no help (Cli-
mate Money) is given to climate
devastated Fiji, Mauritius or
flood raven Pakistan. Capital-
ists like Ellon Musk or Adani
Green energy compensated
heavily for their green mea-
sures.

At this juncture, the 24th
Party Congress of CPI under-
stands the need to transcend the
regional, national, and conti-
nental concerns and barriers and
gives a clarion call to the youth
all over the globe, to raise the
popular awareness of the immi-
nent danger and spur the people
to action. No state or govern-
ment, howsoever powerful or
legitimate, can usurp the power
to deny humanity its right to the
future.

The 24th Party Congress of
CPI, thus, demands for renun-
ciation of policies, measures
and actions that undermine or
retard the internationally
agreed goals, timetable and

measures in respect of reduction
of carbon emissions. We also
call all citizens of the world to
join the struggle for a systemic
change which will put an end to
the present mode of production
which is based on exploitation
of nature and human beings and
which has consumerist, com-
petitive and aggrandizing
culture at its core and establish
in its place a sustainable agro-
ecological agriculture and
industry.
Stop Privatisation of Primary

Health Care Centres
With the experience of Covid-

19 pandemic, the WHO has done
the analysis that in India the pri-
mary health care is very poor,
which is very much essential for
the rural and urban rural popu-
lation. The poor and low income
middle class people are unable
to meet the expenditure of pri-
vate health care. The
governments should undertake
the primary health care and their
uplift. Otherwise the rural ar-
eas people will suffer and die
without any medical facilities.
They are also spending out of
pocket money, selling their
properties to meet the expenses.
To have a quality standard pub-
lic health we used to have the
government managed PHC.
The 24th Congress of the CPI de-
mands the primary health care
should not be privatised but
must be under government with
all facilities and update.

Public health should be a
universal health care system.
Government should stop clos-
ing PHCs or handing over to
private hospital chains. Instead
the government should
strengthen PHCs.

On Immediate Adoption of
Women Reservation Bill
The 24th Party Congress of the

CPI demands that the Women
Reservation Bill must be passed
by the Parliament immediately.

Women who are 50 per cent
in the society with working
women everywhere in the pro-
duction and development of
society, especially in all spheres
of economic growth as scientists,
economists, doctors, teachers,
bank employees, trade union-
ists and space scientists are not
part of the decision-making. We
know the panchayats are giving
50 per cent reservation in local
bodies, but in legislative bod-
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ies, women are only 14.7 per
cent.  Hence women must be in
decision-making in Parliament.
Thirty three per cent Reserva-
tion Bill was passed in Rajya
Sabha but not in Lok Sabha.
Now after 75 years of Indepen-
dence, the reservation should be
50 per cent.

Therefore the 24th Congress
of Communist Party of India at
Vijayawada demands to pass
the Bill 50 per cent Reservation
for Women in the Parliament
immediately.

On Inclusion of Option to
Choose No Caste,

No Religion
The Constitution of India

guarantees equal rights to all
citizens despite the differences
in their caste, class, creed and
religion. But this very noble
provision is confined to books
only. What we see and experi-
ence in our everyday life is not
what our Constitution guaran-
tees us. As soon as a child takes
birth on this land, the identity
of her or his religion and caste
starts following her or him. At
the time of admission in the
school, again the same ques-
tions are asked. At the time of
applying for scholarships, ap-
plying for jobs, etc, the caste and
religious identities remain stuck
to the person. Even at the time
of death, one is asked the same
questions of caste and religion.

This is because in most of the
forms, where caste or religion
is asked, there is no option given
for those who do not believe in
any caste and religion.

The 24th Congress of the CPI
demands all government, pri-
vate, and semi government
institutions to include the col-
umn for choosing the options of
‘No caste and No religion. Not
to believe in any caste and reli-
gion is a fundamental right of
every citizen which is given to
us by our Constitution.
Against Imposition of Hindi
by the Union Government
India is a multi-lingual,

multi-cultural and secular na-
tion. Of late, the Union
government is advocating for
imposing Hindi language on
non-Hindi speaking states. The
claim of the Union home min-
ister Amit Shah that Hindi
unifies our country is absurd.
The Union home minister is
only repeating the RSS’s long-
term ‘civilizational’ agenda to
impose Hindi on the entire
country. All the languages
listed in the eighth schedule of
the Constitution are national
languages. All languages must
be treated equally.

The CPI will oppose any
move to impose Hindi since it

will be an attack on the plural-
istic features of the nation and
its cultural identity. The CPI
opposes autocratic imposition
of Hindi by the Union govern-
ment. It is also a matter of serious
concern that various examina-
tions contacted by UPSC, SSC,
etc, are framing rules to write the
examinations in Hindi.

The CPI urges upon the
Union government to desist
from any move to impose Hindi
language throughout the coun-
try.

On Financial
Viability of BSNL

At the time of formation of
BSNL in the year 2000, the gov-
ernment of India had assured
that pension, job security and fi-
nancial viability of the company
will be protected and employ-
ees need not have any fear due
to corporatisation of the depart-
ment of telecom services.

2G mobile services started in
our country in July 95. With a
delay of seven years BSNL en-
tered the 2G market in 2002. By
that time the two operators were
well entrenched. But within a
short time, BSNL could cover
the lost ground with free incom-
ing facility, attractive tariff
packages, removal of roaming
charges for the incoming calls,
good coverage, especially in
rural areas. It became the domi-
nant operator and gave the
private operators a run for their
money. Step motherly attitude
started after that and numerous
problems were created in start-
ing of 3G by BSNL.

The financial condition of
BSNL started deteriorating af-
ter 2010 and the present
government has blamed the
previous government for that.

In 2019, a voluntary retire-
ment scheme (VRS) was floated
and nearly 50 per cent of the em-
ployees (78,560) had opted for
VRS. The denial of payments
other than salary and abnormal
delay in payment of salary itself
to the employees have created
a sense of fear on their job secu-
rity and that fear was the reason
for this exodus.

The government has given
two rounds of revival packages
in October 2019 and July 2022,
mostly in bank guarantees,
waiver of levy payable, pay-
ment to VRS optees, etc.

However, BSNL is expected
to turn profitable only in 2026-
27 as its revenue from wire-line
telephony continued to remain
under stress and those from
mobile services declined mar-
ginally due to the absence of 4G
services and stiff competition
from private players. 4G ser-
vices were started in India in

2014.
5G spectrum auction has

been completed and Airtel has
just started 5G services in eight
cities.

Unless, BSNL is allowed to
start its 4G and 5G services im-
mediately, especially 4G, its
very survival would be at stake.

Only BSNL will ensure secu-
rity and also the much-needed
checks and balances to private
operators. Hence, this 24th Con-
gress demands the government
of India to take all the steps
needed to ensure the financial
viability of BSNL.

On Micro Method
of Irrigation

Micro irrigation is the mod-
ern method of irrigation and by
this method water is irrigated
through drippers, sprinklers,
foggers, etc. To keep agriculture
healthy and hygienic, it is ad-
visable to use micro irrigation
system rather than using dam
water through canals. The mi-
cro irrigation method will also
help in enhancing production.
The land on hillocks, hilltops
and other uplands are generally
owned by poor farmers, Dalits
and adivasis. They remain de-
prived of the dam and canal
water. By using micro irrigation
they can also get water for cul-
tivation.

The 24th Congress urges upon
the central and state govern-
ments to implement micro
method of irrigation for the ben-
efits of poor farmers.

On Scrapping of Agnipath
Scheme

The BJP government had un-
veiled the Agnipath scheme
drastically changing recruit-
ment process for the armed
forces. According to the govern-
ment around 46,000 soldiers will
be recruited this year between
the age of 17 and a half year and
21 years into the Army, Navy
and Air Force. The CPI disap-
proves the Agnipath scheme as
it is not in the national interest.
The armed forces cannot be
raised by recruiting soldiers on
a contract basis for a period of
four years. The scheme intro-
duced by the government, only
with the motive to save pension
money, will ultimately compro-
mise on the efficiency,
proficiency and quality of the
armed forces. This will also re-
sult in a situation that these
contract soldiers will have no
other prospects of employment
after four years. This is also a
back door for the RSS cadre in
the armed forces.

The spontaneous protest in
the various parts of the country
reflects the anger of the youth
of our country. The 24th Congress

demands that this Agnipath
scheme be scrapped and re-
sumption of regular recruitment
into the armed forces be under-
taken immediately.

On Crisis Faced by
Displaced People due
 to Irrigation Projects

The 24th Congress of the CPI
has taken a serious note about
the wastage of thousands of
TMCs of water taking place in
our country. There is no long
drawn policy for the storage of
these water going waste and
then to supply the same to the
non- irrigation lands. Some
projects in different states are
remaining just like that after
laying the foundation stone
with lot of fan fare. Wherever,
the projects are completed the
problems arising out of these
projects are also remaining
unsettled. For example the
Srisailam project in AP is com-
pleted decades ago. But still no
compensation is paid for the dis-
placed people. Polavaram is the
lifeline project of the AP state.
However, the fate of this na-
tional project is remaining in
dark. As per the States Partition
Act this project is to be adopted
and completed by the Union
government. However, the
Union government is not taking
any interest in completing this
project. The allotment of fund
to this project is also very mea-
gre. In AP in some of the
mandals, people are facing the
problem of drowning. The cri-
sis of these people are facing are
so acute and the recent flood of
Godavari has taken away the
lives and livelihood of the
people. In Etapaka Mandal 57
villages out of 120 are drowned.
There are many such examples
like this. The present AP gov-
ernment promised to increase
the compensation to the af-
fected people to Rs 10 lakh, but
it did nothing except issuing
orders for this purpose on June
30, 2021.

The AP government says that
it will pay the compensation on
receiving Rs 2,900 crores fund
from the Union government.
Considering all these aspects,
the 24th Congress demands that

On Page 10
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compensation of Rs 20
lakh per acre should be
paid to those whose
lands are drowned and
Rs 10 lakh for all those
who have completed 18
years of age who were in
the drowned area. The
youth of these affected
areas should be pro-
vided with government
jobs by imparting them
skill development train-
ing. A national policy in
this regard may be for-
mulated.
Against Privatisation
of Power Sector and
Demanding With-

drawal of Electricity
(Amendment)

Bill 2022
The BJP government

at the Centre has pro-
posed an anti-people,
anti-states and pro-cor-
porate Electricity
(Amendment) Bill 2022.
The Bill is proposed for
the benefits and higher
profits of the corporate
houses, franchises. The
introduction of multiple
licensees, distribution
companies is the step to-
wards complete
privatisation of state
owned public sector
electricity distribution
companies. The provi-
sions prescribed by the
central government are
infringements in the state
government’s domain.
Permission to private
companies to supply
their electricity as per
their choice of areas
within municipal corpo-
rations or revenue
districts will adversely
affect the state owned
discom’s financial posi-
tion. Thus all profits will
go to the corporates, fran-
chisees and all financial
burdens will be on state
discoms, which will be in
a financial crunch.

Private distributors
will have to make no in-
vestment in creating
distribution infrastruc-
ture and only have to pay
a nominal rent for the use
of the Discom’s infra-
structure. The
Government owned
companies will be
forced to otter their infra-
structure network and
have to shoulder the re-
sponsibility of incurring

expenditure on mainte-
nance losses and
network development
will remain with states’
discoms and private dis-
tributors are being laden
to earn profit only on
electricity sold by them.

When there are mul-
tiple distributors in a
territory, the private dis-
tributors will otter
incentives to lure profit-
able and large power
consumers initially like
telecom sector (like Jio)
and then will enhance the
power tariff as per their
monopoly control over
the supply system. State
discoms will not be able
to compete due to their
universal supply obliga-
tion, and consumer base
of small and unprofitable
rural consumers. Thus
the loss of state discoms
will have to be made up
by people’s money.
People have to pay for
privatisation either
through higher power
tariff rates or taxes to
make up the losses. As
losses of state discoms
will surmount they will
turn sick gradually. They
then will be fully
privatised at throw away
prices.

The whole recourse to
the power returns pro-
gram in India or in global
level expose the desper-
ate dictate of the World
Bank-IMF to unbundle
and disintegrate the
states’ monopoly power
sector in the name of
operational efficiency.

Electricity (Amend-
ment) Bill 2022 is the fifth
attempt made by Modi’s
central government after
he came to power. The
first attempt was in 2014,
second in 2018, 2020, 2021
and now present one in
2022. The electricity em-
ployees and engineers
through their agitational
path have compelled the
government to roll back
the anti-people and anti-
consumer electricity Bill.
This 2022 Bill is the pro-
posed Act which will
facilitate the death knell
to the power distribution
companies and provide
the red carpet to the pri-
vate players to make
open loot by making use
of multi-trillion infra-
structure of electricity

distribution at the price
equivalent to a “toffee”
and gift over their huge
infrastructure at a throw
away price to the
corporates and destroy
the huge public service
infrastructure of state
owned discom’s of lakhs
of crore rupees which has
been built since indepen-
dence with public
money through blood
and sweat of the electric-
ity employees. The
whole script of the bill is
drafted for the benefits of
corporates. The follow-
ing are the effects of
anti-people electricity re-
forms:

 Crores of agricul-
ture consumers —
farmers, kisans — and 25
crores of small consum-
ers of remote and rural
areas will get neglected.

Food prices will go
up as crores of farmers
will stop getting
subsidised power sup-
ply.

 The burden of pro-
viding electricity to
farmers, small and re-
mote consumers and
socially necessary areas
and sections of people
will be borne only by the
government discoms,
which will need to be
funded through the taxes
collected from the
people.

 Many power con-
sumers will get highly
inflated and
unaffordable power
bills.

The united work force
of electricity employees
and engineers has de-
cided to oppose the
proposed Electricity
(Amendment Bill) 2022
by ‘March to Parliament’
on November 23, 2022. In
case the Modi govern-
ment places the bill for
passing in Lok Sabha the
national coordination
committee of electricity
employees and engi-
neers have decided to
observe nationwide
strike.

In view of the above the
24th Party Congress de-
mands:

 Scrap anti-people,
anti-social, anti-workers
Electricity (Amendment)
Bill 2022.

Withdraw process of

privatisation of electric-
ity and handing them
over from public sector
to private hands in states
and union territories.

 Cancel all existing
private licensees and
franchisees in power sec-
tion.

 Ensure Right to En-
ergy as Human Right
and must be made avail-
able to everyone at
affordable rates.

On  Grant of Special
Category Status under

Articles 370 and 371
(A) to Assam

The people of Assam
are facing problems to
establish their own iden-
tity. Due to various
reasons the people’s own
demography has been
changing since many
years. Therefore, in order
to save the greater
Assamese Nationality,
the State of Assam
should be given the sta-
tus of special category
state under Articles 370
and 371 (A) of the Indian
Constitution. Before that
the six communities of
Assam namely Tai
Ahom, Maran, Matak,
Chutia, Kosh Rajbonshi
and Tea Community
have to be declared as the
Tribals living in the
plains so that the state of
Assam can be declared
as a tribal state. The 24th

Congress stands with the
people of Assam for their
identity and also for get-
ting special status for the
state of Assam.

On Insurgency
Problem Faced by
People of Assam

The entire north-east-
ern states including the
state of Assam have been
facing insurgency prob-
lem for the last many
years. Insurgency is the
major cause for the under
development of the state
of Assam. To solve the
problem of insurgency,
the 24th Congress urges
upon the government of
India to take necessary
initiative by holding dis-
cussions with all the
political parties and the
stake holders in the state
of Assam.

On Crisis Faced by
Coir Industry in

Kerala
The 24th Congress of

the CPI has taken a seri-
ous note of the crisis

being faced by the tradi-
tional coir industry of
Kerala due to the apathy
of the government of In-
dia towards this
industry. Millions of
workers are employed in
the coir industry in
Kerala for almost a cen-
tury. Nowadays the
workers employed in
this Industry are facing
crisis like unemploy-
m e n t ,
underemployment, less
wages, poverty and pan-
demic deceases due to
contaminated water be-
ing used by them.
Against this serious situ-
ation the coir workers
including women work-
ers of Kerala have
launched an agitation
which is going on for
several months. The coir
workers and producers
especially in the small
scale level are deeply
distressed by the per-
verse decisions of the
central government. This
is because of the main
reason that Coir Board
and the central govern-
ment have avoided and
ignored their present
problems. The central
government has stopped
minimum export price,
banned purchase price,
quality control, rebate
methods, etc.

The 24th Congress
urges upon the govern-
ment of India to
immediately intervene
and save the traditional
coir industry of Kerala
and save the millions of
workers including a
large number of women
workers by way of rein-
stating minimum export
crisis, purchase prices,
quality control and re-
bates.
On Implementation of

Assurances Made to
Telangana in AP Reor-

ganizing Act
United Andhra

Pradesh was bifurcated
into Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana in 2014. Dur-

From Page 09

On Page 14
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“In present day India,
people are not allowed
even to think freely.
Their thought process is
being hijacked through
media”. This was how D
Raja, general secretary
of Communist Party of
India summarised the
media scenario in the
country.

He was addressing the
10th Plenary of Indian
Journalists Union (IJU)
held at Chennai on Octo-
ber 30 and 31, 2022. Tamil
Nadu Union of Journal-
ists (TUJ), a constituent
state union of IJU hosted
the two-day event. Vet-
eran journalist from
Madhya Pradesh L S
Hardenia inaugurated
the conference.

The Plenary was at-
tended by about 300
members comprising the
newly elected national
council members and
delegates of the largest
trade union and profes-
sional body of journalists
in the country. V
Narayanasami, former
chief minister of
Puducherry, Nawab
Ghani MP of Indian
Union Muslim League,
Dr H V Hande, fomer
minister of Tamil Nadu,
Dr Leema Rose Martin,
prominent social worker
and entrepreneur and
Ramesh Kannna,
Kollywood actor graced
the occasion and gave
their messages.

Citing the hostile take-
over bid of NDTV by the
Adani group, Raja said
most of the media in the
country was being con-
trolled by the corporates.
If one or two media
houses act indepen-
dently, they will face the
kind of pressure seen in

Corporate-Controlled Media Hijacking
Thought Process of Public: CPI

the case of NDTV, he
added. He said all
should oppose big cor-
porate owning media.

We are deeply con-
nected to media for our
needs of information but
pressure is being exerted
on news, Raja said and
added that media no
longer enjoys freedom. If
media wanted to give
unbiased news it has to
fight the right wing ide-
ology.

The idea is to control

the thought process of
people, so that they don’t
question the omissions
and commissions of the
Modi regime which has
been pushing neo-liberal
economic policies un-
mindful of the
disastrous conse-
quences, already visible
though the unprec-
edented inequalities
prevailing in the country,
Raja explained. In the
process the democratic
rights of people gener-
ally and of media
particularly are being
trampled upon.

A major section of
media has been actively
pushing the agenda of
Modi government and

hence they are preju-
diced against the people.
Even the Supreme Court
had flagged the conduct
of media and said an-
chors were pushing a
particular agenda. Here
journalists unions have
a role to play, Raja said
and added that they
should stand for the right
to freedom of expression
and the freedom to ex-
press dissent, which are
constitutionally guaran-
teed rights.

Protect Democracy
N a r a y a n a s a m i

opined that right to free-
dom of expression was
facing an unprecedented
danger in the country and
gave a call to launch a
struggle to protect de-
mocracy and the
Constitution.

A major section of
media in the country is in
the hands of corporates
and it has been shame-
lessly supporting the
ruling dispensation, he
said and added that it
was the present day
paradox that media
chose to target the oppo-
sition instead of
questioning the ruling
party for its commissions

and omissions. Target-
ing and harassing
intelligentsia, writers
and journalists who are
critical of the government
has become the new nor-
mal.

The country is experi-
encing politicians for the
first time who keep
away from media,
Narayanasami com-
mented. Reminding that
during their government
top level leadership was
always briefing the me-

dia regularly, he said the
option is always avail-
able to politicians to
refuse to answer a ques-
tion, but shunning media
is unheard of in democ-
racy.

Narayanasami ex-
pressed concern that
democratic institutions
of the country were being
compromised systemati-
cally and these efforts
would ultimately lead to
subversion of the Consti-
tution.

In his address former
minister Dr Hande, who
is presently with BJP,
decried the tendency of
segregating people on
artificial lines. Saying
that all are Indians first

and discrimination in the
name of religion, caste
and region is against the
idea of India, he called on
the media to reflect these
values.

S N Sinha, former
president, IJU, in his ad-
dress talked about the
present trends in jour-
nalism and said
regrettably people are
losing trust in journal-
ism. He called for an
intervention of IJU in this
regard. The largest union
and professional body of
working journalists has
a bounden duty to try to
correct the situation and
establish that we stand
for good journalism, he
said.

Another former presi-
dent of IJU and adviser to
the chief minister of
Andhra Pradesh on na-
tional media affairs
Devulapalli Amar
dwelled on the undemo-
cratic developments in
the Press Council of In-
dia, which has been
reconstituted without
representation to na-
tional unions of working
journalists. He wel-
comed the state unions
which rejoined the main-
stream by affiliating with
IJU.

The premises in
Veperi area of Chennai
where the conference
was organised was
named after Com Santosh
Kumar, veteran journal-
ist and intellectual trade
union leader of working
journalists and non-jour-
nalists who passed away
last year in a ripe old age.
And the hall where the
conference sessions
went on was named after
Com K Amarnath,
former member, Press
Council of India and a
senior leader of IJU who
died due to Covid in
April 2021.  
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Imperialism deploys a
vast arsenal of subver-
sive actions in the context
of unconventional war-
fare, particularly
media-related actions, as
destabilizing tools to
disrupt governments
that do not align them-
selves with its interests.

The battle of the world
working class against the
capitalist system of ex-
ploitation requires, in the
first place, the unity of
the communist and
workers’ movement to-
gether with the social and
popular, peasant and in-
digenous movements, to
strengthen the class
struggle against the bour-
geois and imperialist
plans and for the con-
struction of a world of
peace, justice and social
equity.

In the face of the at-
tempts by the
imperialism to contain
the workers and peoples’
struggle and to under-
mine the unity and
solidarity of the anti-
imperialist and
revolutionary forces, the

Communist and Work-
ers’ Parties, participants
in the 22nd IMCWP in
Havana, agree as fol-
lows: 

 To join efforts to
strengthen the struggle
against imperialism, to
contribute to transform-
ing the current unjust
and undemocratic inter-
national order in which
capitalist interests pre-
vail, for an international
order based on peace,
sustainable develop-
ment, social justice and
solidarity, to pave the
way for the construction
of the socialist society.

 To demand respect
for the principles of self-
determination of the
peoples, independence,
sovereign equality, and
non-interference in the
internal affairs of States,
as well as for the legiti-
mate right of peoples to
peace and to choose their
own path of develop-
ment.

 To strongly reject
imperialist wars, the
threat and use of force in
international relations,
and promote the struggle
for peace and to

Meet Warns against Danger...
From Page 05

ing to at least 40 per cent of the reference wage, ILO Convention No 128 en-
sures periodical payments corresponding to at least 45 per cent of the reference
wage and ILO Convention No 121 ensures periodical payments correspond-
ing to at least 50 per cent of the reference wage. This 50 per cent is ensured in
the old pension scheme, whereas in the NPS there is no such guarantee of any
minimum pension.

When the NPS was introduced in 2003 by the BJP government, the Left Front
governments’ of West Bengal, Kerala and Tripura refused to implement the
NPS and continued with the Old Pension Scheme. Subsequently, after changes
of governments, Kerala and Tripura have introduced the NPS and West Ben-
gal is continuing with Old Pension Scheme. Considering the forthcoming
elections and the ill effects of the NPS, the state governments of Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and Punjab have already withdrawn the NPS and have
restored the old pension scheme for their employees.

It is now the right time for the central government employees and the state
government employees to relentlessly fight against the NPS so as to make it a
major issue for the 2024 general elections. The government employees and
their families should decide that they will vote only for those political parties
which are opposed to NPS and which are assuring that they will restore the
old pension scheme if they come to power.   

From Page 06

NPS Will be a Major Election...

strengthen international-
ist action and solidarity
in defense of the common
interests of the peoples,
against the bourgeois
classes.

 To mobilize the
masses to denounce and
reject the arms race and
the large cuts on social
spending caused by it, the
existence and modern-
ization of nuclear
weapons, foreign mili-
tary bases; against NATO
and its project to expand
and become a global
military organization.

 To fight against the
re-emergence of anti-
communist, reactionary,
ultra-nationalist and fas-
cist forces in various parts
of the world, which inten-
sify violence,
xenophobia, racism and
political, ideological,
social, ethnic, religious
and gender intolerance,
and promote ethnic-na-
tional conflicts.

 To strengthen soli-
darity with the peoples
who withstand the inter-
ference and aggressions
of imperialism and reject
the policy of blockades,
sanctions, unilateral co-

ercive measures and
double standards, as an
instrument of pressure
and blackmail against
governments and
peoples.

 To defend and pro-
mote Marxism and
Leninism to confront the
ideological, cultural and
symbolic offensive of im-
perialism, aimed at
legitimizing the injus-
tices of the capitalist
system, disqualifying so-
cialism and communism
and eroding or destroy-
ing the cultural identity
of our nations.

 To redouble the
struggle in favour of all
just and emancipatory
causes of the peoples and
to increase solidarity with
workers, peasants, indig-
enous peoples, youth
and women’s organiza-
tions, in defense of their
rights and against capi-
talism and to stand by the
side of refugees and vic-
tims of wars.

 To increase the de-
nouncement of and fight
against the development
model based on capital-
ist profit that destroys the
environment and endan-
gers the survival of
ecosystems and the hu-
man species.

To comply with the
Plan of Action approved
at the 22nd Meeting in
order to strengthen the
unity of the international
communist and workers’
movement, jointly with
social and popular
movements against im-
perialist domination,
aiming to intensify the
struggle in defense of the
interests of the workers
and the peoples, for revo-
l u t i o n a r y
transformations for the
overthrow of capitalism
and the construction of
socialism.

With the coordinated
effort carried out by the
vanguard of the working
class, jointly with social,

popular and democratic
organizations, forces
and movements and
those in defense of the
emancipation of
women’s rights, we will
be able to defeat capital-
ism as a dominant,
destructive and future-
less world system and
achieve a true revolu-
tionary transformation. 

We thank the Commu-
nist Party of Cuba, its
revolutionary govern-
ment and its people for
their contribution to the
organization of
22nd IMCWP, and for the
warm welcome extended
to the participants. 

We reaffirm our soli-
darity and support for the
just cause of the Cuban
people and their struggle
for the immediate and
unconditional lifting of
the unjust, criminal and
tightened economic,
commercial and finan-
cial blockade to which
they have been subjected
for more than 60 years
and demand that the US
government remove
Cuba from the spurious
State Sponsors of Terror-
ism List.  

We pay tribute to the
legacy of the historic
leader of the Cuban
Revolution, Fidel Castro
Ruz, who together with
the teachings of Army
General Raúl Castro Ruz
and the succeeding gen-
eration headed by the
First Secretary of the Cen-
tral Committee of the
Communist Party and
President of the Repub-
lic of Cuba, Miguel
Díaz-Canel Bermúdez,
are a constant inspiration
for the struggle of the
peoples for their true and
definitive emancipation
on the road towards the
construction of a social-
ist, independent and
solidary society. 

United in the Struggle
against Imperialism and
Capitalism! 

Long Live Socialism! 
Havana, October 29,

2022 
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Diary of
International

Events
C. Adhikesavan

“How to Stop Fascism”,
in his book Paul Mason
contends, “Fascism” “is
back” — even though it
now manifests in newer
variations. British journal-
ist Paul Mason’s book
opens with an uneasy pros-
pect: If a group of Nazis
from the 1930s were to time
travel to contemporary
times, what would they
see? From the storming of
the US Capitol by right-
wing followers of Donald
Trump to the rise of the far-
right Vox party in Spain
with its diatribe against
migrants, feminists and
the Left, turns out the
world they’d find
wouldn’t be all that unfa-
miliar to them.

“The core of fascism’s
belief today is clear: that
majority ethnic groups
have become the ‘victims’
of migration and
multiculturalism; that the
gains of feminism should
be reversed; that democ-
racy is dispensable; that
science, universities and
the media cannot be
trusted; that nations have
lost their way and need to
become ‘great’ again; and
that there will soon be a
cataclysmic event which
sets things right,” he writes.

Mason goes about ex-
amining this premise
through a detailed histori-
cal analysis of how fascism
emerged in Germany and
Italy in the wake of the
economic crisis engendered
by the Great Depression.

High inf lat ion and
mass unemployment gave
legitimacy to the argu-
ments of Benito Mussolini
and Adolf Hitler as they
worked their way up to
Parliament, exploiting
democratic structures such
as elections and the ab-
sence of liberal intervention
to explain or address the
economic and political cri-
sis. Once in power, these
men subverted all demo-
cratic edifices.

Mason traces the con-
temporary rise of the
global right to the economic
crisis of 2008, which cre-

 How to Stop Rise of Right Wing
Forces Around the World?

ated a similar leadership
vacuum and economic
concerns in many nations
worldwide. It also gener-
ated, he says, a distrust for
the elites and for liberal-
ism, which had failed to
safeguard public interests.
Right-wing ideologies pro-
liferated over the last
decade, amplified by social
media and aided by the
availability of easy,

anonymised online plat-
forms to spread conspiracy
theories, violent threats,
and neo-myths.

But history also pro-
vides a blueprint for
containing fascism. In
France, the 1936 elections
were won by the Popular
Front, a coalition of social-
ists and the left against
broader Republican coali-
tions. In Spain, the
left-wing Popular Front
coalition won over the
Spanish Confederation of
the Autonomous Right.

Mason advocates some-
thing similar now — an
alliance between centrist
and left forces to defend
democracy and “win the
battle of ideas, and well in
advance of its electoral

breakthrough”. A key el-
ement in this resistance, he
says, would be the
realisation of the central-
ity of the climate crisis and
its bearing on politics.

An activist and a self-
avowed Marxist, Mason’s
account is an unorthodox
look at the rising tide of au-
thoritarian politics through
the lens of left-wing ideol-
ogy and an examination

not just of fascism’s work
but also of the failures of
the left to counter it effec-
tively — and what it needs
to do to make amends.

Left victory in Brazil
mirrors weakening US

influence
The Left-wing former

Brazilian president Luiz
Inácio Lula da Silva has
narrowly defeated incum-
bent right-wing President
Jair Bolsonaro and won
Brazil’s presidential elec-
tion on Sunday. His victory
leads a growing left-wing
tide in Latin America to-
ward a new peak, marking
a fundamental change in
the political landscape
across the continent. 

At the end of the 20th

century and the beginning
of the 21st century, the left-
wing forces of more than
ten countries in Latin
America successively won
elections. Some observers
refer to the phenomenon
as Latin America’s collec-
tive “left turn” and “pink
tide.” At that time, Lula
was a left leaning moder-
ate. Lula’s administration
encouraged people to par-

ticipate in politics, recon-
ciled economic growth
with an increase in social
spending and public in-
vestment in critical sectors
of the economy, introduced
regulations for the domes-
tic workforce, providing
them with social assistance
and higher wages, pro-
moted social justice by
expanding employment
and proactively partici-
pated in the formulation of
international rules… His
government had handed
over an answer sheet that
satisfies the Brazilian
people, who call Lula “the
best president Brazil has
ever had.”

The domestic crisis in
the US and its hegemony
over Latin America are the

main external forces fuel-
ling the left-wing backlash.
COVID-19 has exposed the
weakness of the American
liberal democracy. The in-
efficiency and disorder of
the response to the epi-
demic exposed the
inherent crisis and flaws of
the capitalist development
model. This has further
strengthened the determi-
nation of the Latin
American to explore the
possibility of a non-West-
ern path.

The left-wing wave in
Latin America highlights
the weakening of US glo-
bal leadership and the
decline of its control over
Latin America. The São
Paulo Forum and the
World Social Forum have
provided a platform for
the left-wing, anti-
neoliberal forces in Latin
America and the world.
Lula’s victory may signifi-
cantly advance the process
of the Latin American left-
wing cooperation to
explore a new alternative
international order. 

UK Left mocks Rishi
Sunak’s riches

Left-wing leaders have
long held that class politics
is more important than
identity politics. Ever since
news broke out that Brit-
ish-Indian politician Rishi
Sunak will be the next
Prime Minister of the
United Kingdom, Left-
leaning politicians and
intellectuals have
been criticising him for his
wealth and status. MPs of
the Left wing and social-
ist faction of the Labour
Party such as Zara
S u l t a n a  a n d  N a d i a
Whittome have taken the
lead in putting out criticism
that the Sunak family
owns two times more
wealth than King Charles
III and would do nothing
for the working class since
he does not understand
their everyday life
struggles.

The fact that we have a
defunct and hence ineffec-
tive opposition to right
wingers. 
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ing the process, the AP
Re-organisation was en-
acted giving so many
assurances to both the
states, but failed to
implement them till
date.

With regard to
Telangana, there are sev-
eral vital issues,
including establishment
of steel plant at
Bayyaram, coach factory
at Kazipet and establish-
ment of several
educational institutes
such as IIM, Tribal Uni-
versity, Forest University
and so on.

Government of India
had taken vengeance at-
titude towards Telugu
people, Telangana in
particular and thus no
promise is imple-
mented.

The 24th Congress
urges upon the govern-
ment of India for the
implementation of the
assurances given to the
people of Telangana in
the A.P. Reorganisation
Act.

To Withdraw Power
Sector Reforms and

Give Relief to Farmers
Power sector reforms

were recently proposed
by the Union govern-
ment. The reforms are
aimed at privatisation of
electricity supply to
farmers and people from
state distribution com-
panies (discoms) to the
hands of major power
companies like Ambani,
Tata and Adani power
five states — AP, Gujarat,
Punjab and UP

As a result cost of a
unit has increased from
Rs 2.75 to Rs 19.5. For ex-

ample AP state govern-
ment has started
installing electricity
meters in farmers’ fields
in Srikakulam district, re-
moval of power
subsidies and payment
by DBT (Direct Benefit
Payment).

As the reforms are
aimed at scraping of
power subsidy to farm-
ers to profit major power
companies, the 24th Con-
gress demands
withdrawal of the anti-
people and anti-farmer
power reforms immedi-
ately.

Aagainst Attack
on Co-operative

Movement by BJP
About six lakhs pub-

lic co-operative societies
in the country have lakhs
of acres of land, buildings
and godowns. The gov-
ernment desires to

handover these landed
properties worth several
lakh crores of rupees to
the corporates to kill the
cooperative movement
posing a serious chal-
lenge to protect these
public assets. Minister
for cooperatives Amit
Shah has conspired to
pave the way through the
new legislation to facili-
tate these properties to
be handed over to their
corporate friends. The co-
operative was a state
subject and several states
have been running such
public co-operatives.

The latest central leg-
islation empowers the
government to interfere
in the rights of states to
run their co-operatives
and it is an attempt to
remove farmers from the
committees and re-
place 51 per cent of them
by bureaucrats by re-
serving in the name of
professionals. Allowing

p r i v a t e
i n v e s t -
ment in
the co-op-
eratives is
actually to facilitate the
control of corporates on
the co-operatives.
Through this private in-
vestment, in the end they
plan to have total control
of corporate on the co-
operatives in the
country.

The 24th Party Con-
gress demands from the
central government to
stop the implementation
of the so called new rules
on the co-operative
banks and public co-op-
erative societies. It
demands immediate
stop to private invest-
ment and instead ensure
government funds for
the development and ex-
pansion of the
c o - o p e r a t i v e
movement.  

From Page 10

24th Party Congress Resolutions



New Age Weekly

15November 20–26, 2022

On RecoOn RecoOn RecoOn RecoOn Reco rrrrrddddd      . . .. . .. . .. . .. . .
A baby born somewhere on November

15 will be the world’s eighth billionth per-
son, according to a projection by the United
Nations. “The milestone is an occasion to
celebrate diversity and advancements while
considering humanity’s shared responsibility
for the planet,” U.N. Secretary-General An-
tonio Guterres said in a statement. But while
some worry that eight billion humans are
too many for planet Earth, most experts say
the bigger problem is the overconsumption
of resources by the wealthiest people.

“Some express concerns that our world
is overpopulated,” said United Nations
Population Fund chief Natalia Kanem. “I
am here to say clearly that the sheer num-
ber of human lives is not a cause for fear.”
– The Hindu, November 15.

***
Former Chief Justice of India U U Lalit

defended the Collegium system of appoint-
ing judges saying it was brought into
existence by the opinion of a five-judge
Constitution bench in the Second Judges
case and works as per established norms.

“It was the conclusion of the five judges
that the collegium system is the ideal one
and that is the system we must follow,” Lalit,
who retired on November 8, told. “Accord-
ing to me, it’s perfect the way it stands

today,” he said. Apparently referring to the
attempts to bring in the National Judicial
Appointments Commission (NJAC), the
former CJI said, “An attempt to have a dif-
ferent modality was not found to be correct.
In fact, the court went to the extent of saying
that such an attempt, even a constitutional
amendment, would be a violation of the ba-

sic structure.”—The Indian Express, Novem-
ber 14.

***
The Jharkhand High Court has asked the

state government the “definition of hunger
death” and the “actual number of hunger
deaths”, if any, following a suo motu cogni-
zance of three deaths in one family within six
months in Bokaro in 2020.

Bhukkhal Ghasi, 42, died in March 2020
and his son and daughter, too, died in the next
six months. While experts working in food

security called these “hunger deaths”, the
state denied it by saying all died due to dis-
eases. The matter was brought to court’s
notice, which turned it into a PIL. In the last
hearing, a bench of Chief Justice Ravi Ranjan
and Justice Sujit Narayan Prasad asked the
government to file an action taken report
on implementation of all welfare schemes
prevalent in Jharkhand and the targeted
beneficiaries. – The Indian Express, Novem-
ber 14.

***
Slamming the Morbi civic body for “acting

smart”, the Gujarat High Court today sought
direct answers and slammed the manner in
which the contract was awarded for main-
tenance of a 150-year-old bridge that
collapsed on October 30 killing over 130
people.

“The municipality, a government body,
has defaulted, which ultimately killed 135
people,” the court said as a preliminary
observation. As the municipality was not
represented by any officials today despite
a notice, the bench remarked, “They are act-
ing smart.” ”The largesse of the state seems
to have been granted without there being
any tender floated in this regard,” its order
noted. 

It pointedly asked officials to come back
with details on whether any condition for
certifying fitness of the bridge before its
reopening was part the agreement, and who
the person responsible was. – ndtv.com,
November 15.– Compiled by C. Adhikesavan

The massive people’s
resistance against the
Hindutva policies and the
proxy espionage using
governor has evolved from
Kerala. In the protest
organised by Save Higher
Education Committee is a
great blow to the
governor’s anti-constitu-
tional policies. Along with
LDF workers, a number of
educational activists, in-
tellectuals and various
personalities from differ-
ent spheres became the
part of protest held at Raj
Bhawan and the subse-
quent protests held at
every district centres.

A mass protest of one
lakh people was organised
against the governor’s at-
tack over higher education
institutions and the infil-
tration of Hindutva
policies. The march at Raj
Bhavan was inaugurated
by Sitaram Yechuri, gen-
eral secretary of CPI(M).

March to Raj Bhawan to Save Kerala Higher Education
CPI state council secretary
Kanam Rajendran,
CPI(M) state secretary M
V Govindan, DMK MP
Thiruchi Siva also ad-
dressed the mass protest.
CPI national council sec-
retary Binoy Viswam MP
inaugurated the protest
which was held at
Thrissur. Sitaram Yechuri
gave a call to other non-BJP
ruled states to be with
Kerala in the fight against
Hindutva agenda.

“The actions of the gov-
ernor went against the
Constitution. This resulted
in inviting the protest of
common people against his
office. Chancellor’s chair
is not a constitutional of-
fice, said Kanam
Rajendran in his address.
“The first Chancellor of
Kerala University was the
Maharaja, but that doesn’t
make the subsequent ones
exercise the power of
kings.”  He also said that

the mass gathering which
Kerala has witnessed is the
evidence of how people of
Kerala stand against gov-
ernor. The governor is

deliberately obstructing
the work of the govern-
ment. This is not a dispute
between the LDF and the
governor as the media is
making it out to be.

He said that the pur-
pose of the protests is to

convey the sentiments of
Kerala to the governor who
is acting contrary to the
Constitution. It is up to the
governor to decide how to
act constitutionally.
Kanam also asked
whether the continuation
of colonial rule as an agent

of the central government
required such a status. The
governor of Kerala is the
chancellor of all the 14
universities. But he spends
most of his time in Delhi.
Kerala is a place to come
and go in between the trav-
els.

DMK leader Tiruchi
Siva MP said that we do
not need a governor who
acts as an agent of the cen-
tral government and does
not respect the Constitu-
tion. The current moves of
the central government are
endangering democracy.

R Ajayan
Those elected by the people
know what they want.
Unity in diversity is our
specialty. He pointed out
that although the language
is different, we are broth-
ers and that relationship is
now going to be in danger.
Those who are supposed

to protect the people are
trying to destroy diver-
sity.

Mass protests were
organised at every dis-
trict on the call of Save
Higher Education Com-
mittee. The mass
gatherings at Raj
Bhavan and every dis-
trict centres are strong
indication of the upcom-

ing battles that will take
place to defend Constitu-
tion and Federalism. The
proxy war BJP led union
government is waging
against non-BJP ruled
states is now undergoing
widespread criticism and
resistance after the strong
responses that arose from
Kerala. The people’s resis-
tance against governor
Arif Khan is a strong mes-
sage to the country and a
motivation for all progres-
sive democratic secular
forces who are at the front
of countering BJP. 
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Communist Party of
India’s national council sec-
retary Atul Kumar Anjaan
said in Ranchi that the pro-
corporate anti-people
economic policies of the RSS-
BJP combine’s government
at the Centre are responsible
for the unprecedented rise in
the prices of all essential items
including those needed for
daily consumption. He was
addressing the two-day
meeting of the CPI
Jharkhand state council held
at party’s state council office
at Albert Ekka Chowk, in
Ranchi on September 7 and
8, 2022. Party national
council member Kanhaiya
Mal Pahadia presided over
the meeting.

Former member of
Parliament and former
state secretary
Bhubaneswar Prasad
Mehta, state council sec-
retary Mahendra Pathak
were prominent among
those present at the meet-
ing. The meeting began
with the adoption of a
condolence resolution.
Rich tributes were paid to
Com Kedarnath Pandey,
former MLC, Com Om
Prakash Mishra, trade
union leader Basudev
Acharya and their ser-
vices recalled. The
meeting also condoled
the victims of Gujarat
bridge tragedy. A two-
minute silence was
observed in their honour.

The state council
meeting unanimously
adopted the report and
the future action plan
presented by the state
council secretary. The
meeting also decided to
carry on continuous

CENTRE’S POLICIES RESPONSIBLE
FOR RISING PRICES: CPI

struggle on the issue of
Jal, Jungle aur Jamin (Wa-
ter, Forest and Land).

Later addressing a
press conference Atul
Kumar Anjaan said that
the central government is
working overtime to fill
the coffers of corporate
houses. This has re-
sulted in the masses
losing their patience. The
country is being run with
the help of GST, World
Bank and foreign loans.
There is widespread
poverty, starvation and
unemployment facing
the people. Along with
these unprecedented cri-
ses is the constantly
rising-prices of all essen-
tial commodities, which
has further worsened the
already miserable lives
of masses. At the same
time, the wealth of top
corporate houses has in-
creased many-fold.

At the same time, gen-
eral masses have become
penniless. In such a situ-
ation, Anjaan said, that all
secular democratic left
forces have to come to-
gether on a joint platform
and oust BJP from power
at the Centre in the 2024
general elections. The
party supports
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha
on the 1932 land holding
survey. But different
surveys are being held in
different districts. All
those should be com-
bined together and those
whose names are not
there should be in-
cluded. Landless and
nomad people dwelling
in the forest areas of the
state should get the ben-

efit of being localized.
Party state council

secretary Mahendra
Pathak said that mea-
sures should be taken to
stop the loot of mines, to
set up Displacement
Commission, to imple-
ment the 2013 state Land
Acquisition Act. On the
above issues as well as
on the question of water,
forest and land, party in
the state will intensify
agitation and strengthen
the party. People to
people meeting will be-
gin from November 15,
2022 on the occasion of
Birsa Munda’s birth an-
niversary. Protest will be
organized in all block
headquarters of the state
from December 10 to 22,
2022.

The meeting began
with a march to Raj
Bhawan on November 7,
the anniversary day of
the Great October Social-
ist Revolution.
Thousands of farmers,
labourers took out pro-
cessions from three
places, namely, from the

CPI state office,
Morabadi Ground,
Shaheed Chowk district
school ground, with
deafening slogans
against the central and
state governments.

The demonstrations
culminated into a public
meeting, presided over
by Lakhan Lal Mahato,
deputy general secretary
of the United Call Work-
ers Union and Pramod
Kumar Pandey, member
of the Steering National
Council. Addressing the
meeting, Atul Kumar
Anjan said that the
people in the country
have lost their purchas-
ing power. On the one
hand, a handful of
people are hoarding im-
mense wealth. On the
other hand, the central
government is waiving
crores of rupees of loans
from the banks of big in-
dustrialists including
Adani Ambani, whereas,
farmers, students, youth
of the country are being
forced to commit suicide.
The seeds of hatred are

being sown within the
country and the youth
are being made to live in
fantasies.

The central govern-
ment is hell-bent on
bringing about a change
of power on the basis of
horse-trading to replace
the secular government
elected by the people.
The Gujarat model of the
country has completely
failed. The watch making
company in Gujarat was
given the responsibility
of making a bridge. Even
before that the company
which never made a
needle was given the re-
sponsibility of making a
fighter plane. That is
why the Communist
Party of India has ap-
pealed to the people to
unite to remove the BJP
in the upcoming 2024 Lok
Sabha elections by unit-
ing secular parties across
the country. The Election
Commission has also
remained a puppet of the
Central Government,
said Anjaan.

B h u b a n e s h w a r
Prasad Mehta said that
due to the immense stor-
age of mineral resources
in Jharkhand, domestic
and foreign capitalists
are keeping a vulture’s
eye on the mineral de-
posits here. That’s why
the former Raghuvar
government has auc-
tioned many coal blocks
in collaboration with
both the central govern-
ment and the state
government to loot min-
erals.

Mahendra Pathak and
other leaders also ad-
dressed the meeting.

CPI national council secretary Atul Kumar
Anjaan addressing the gathering
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