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Some dates are intractably linked with our life
as a nation. Along with our Independence Day and
Republic Day, the day our Constitution was adopted
by the Constituent Assembly is one of those solemn
occasions which have impacted our lives deeply. On
November 26, 1949, the Constituent Assembly of
India, under the stewardship of Dr. B R Ambedkar
passed and adopted the Constitution of India.

Constitution is Our Sword and Shield
D Raja

Our life as a
democratic
republic may

have begun on January
26, 1950, but the role of
Constitution Day in
clearing our path to be-
come the polity we
resolved to give our-
selves remains indelible.
In this light, Constitution
Day is both a conclusion
and a new beginning. On
November 26, 1949, our
great freedom struggle’s
legacy and the aspira-
tions of our people were
united in a single docu-
ment and thus began our
national life towards the
fulfilment of the ideals
enshrined in the Consti-
tution.

It is an irony of our
times that a government
moved by the ideology
of the RSS, which de-
spised the achievements
of our Constitution, has
started observing Consti-
tution Day from the year
2015. In January of the
same year, the Planning
Commission, a noble
vehicle to further the
values enshrined in the
Constitution was dis-
solved. Irony is that the
government started cel-
ebrating the adoption of
the Constitution at a time
when the Constitution
and the ideals it repre-
sented are facing an
unprecedented threat
from the Narendra Modi

led majoritarian elected
autocracy. Subversion of
the Constitution and
trampling the ideals of
Justice, Liberty, Equality

and Fraternity has been
a consistent feature of the
Modi years. The situation
reminds me of an obser-
vation made by Dr.
Ambedkar when he
moved the resolution to
pass the draft constitu-
tion. He said “if things go

wrong under the new
Constitution, the reason
will not be that we had a
bad Constitution. What
we will have to say is,
that Man was vile.” It is
this ‘vileness’ in the garb
of majority that we are to
fight.

 The Constitution is
not just a legal document
nor a collection of pas-
sive sagely maxims. It is
the result of our century
long freedom struggle
and imbibes the values
that brought millions
together first to fight the
British and later to build
an egalitarian India on
the foundation of un-
thinkable sacrifices.
Those who were sitting
in British lap did not and
cannot digest the inclu-
sive country we aspired
to become through this
organic document and
launched a tirade against
it from the very begin-
ning. Protecting the
Constitution becomes re-

ally important to us in
these testing times be-
cause it effectively
weaponizes our
struggles against
majoritarianism. This is
reason of RSS’ contempt
to it because it provides
a solid bedrock to a just,
equal and democratic
society, all of which are
anathema to the RSS’
notion of exclusive, theo-
cratic Hindu Rashtra.

 The executive’s re-
sponsibility to the
legislature and the
judiciary’s oversight
under the constitutional
framework form the core
of our parliamentary sys-
tem. Constitution makers
voted in favor of the par-
liamentary form of
democracy for they val-
ued responsibility. In
this so-called ‘post-truth’
world, a slurry of misin-
formation, myths and
lies are making the objec-
tive truth blurry. The
megalomania of the RSS,
centered around worship
and subservience to one
leader, is proving to be
decisively detrimental to
our parliamentary de-
mocracy. Laws are being
passed without debate,
opposition even inside
the Parliament is being
dubbed anti-national and
judiciary’s indepen-
dence is being
encroached upon. This
systematic slaughter of
the institutions of parlia-
mentary democracy is
going on under the cult
of personality, where one
individual’s interests are
taken as national inter-
ests. We must pay heed
to the advice of Dr.
Ambedkar when he said
“Bhakti in religion may
be a road to the salvation
of the soul. But in poli-

A meeting of the party
comrades functioning in
CPI central party head-
quarters, Ajoy Bhavan in

New Delhi, on Novem-
ber 28 felicitated party
general secretary D Raja
on his re-election as gen-

eral secretary and party
national council secre-
tary and AIPSO general
secretary Pallab

Sengupta on his being
elected as president of
the World Peace Council
at the just concluded 22nd

Assembly of WPC in Viet-
nam.

After thanking the
comrades for the love
and respect shown to
him, Raja said that the
election of Pallab
Sengupta as WPC presi-
dent adds to the prestige
of the party internation-
ally. It is also a prestige
for India. He wished
Pallab all success in his
new endeavour.

Central branch party
secretary Anil
Rajimwale conducted
the meeting.

D Raja, Pallab Sengupta Felicitated
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EditorialEditorialEditorialEditorialEditorial
Sixth December is at our door step

again. The wound is still livid. Demoli-
tion of Babri Masjid was a major step
towards destroying our composite cul-
ture. It was also a part of the Ayodhya
strategy of Hindutva forces that awaits
its completion. To remove the hurdles
from the path to autocratic rule, they had
managed to kill Bapu, as they destroyed
the 16th century structure of Babri Masjid
illegally, gleefully on December 6, 1992.
They had realised that the challenge
posed by Bapu could never be reined in
because in his life time itself, he had com-
prehensively countered the project of
Hindu Rashtra forcing its advocates,
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and
Hindu Mahasabha, to the margins of In-
dian politics. It was only Gandhi who
could do it with his immense moral power
and his all-out efforts as the supreme
leader of the anti-British struggle that in
a short span after Independence, the va-
lidity of the vision of a secular and
democratic nation seemed beyond ques-
tion. It rose above the turmoil of the time
and became the unifying principle of the
post-Independence India. It was this secu-
lar project of Independent India that was
sought to be derailed by the assassina-
tion of Gandhi.

Babri Masjid, in its quiet presence,
symbolized the secular and democractic
ethos that we inherited from Gandhi. By
demolishing it, they sought to revive com-
munal-fascist strategy that had been
thrown to the margin by popular anger
generated in the wake of the assassina-
tion of Mahatma Gandhi. The demolition
of Babri Masjid thirty years ago shook the
very core of the nation and furthered the
Ayodhya strategy which had started on
the night of December 22, 1949, a little less
than two years after Gandhi’s assassina-

tion. Late that night, a little known sadhu,
Abhiram Das, with his followers entered
Babri mosque, and planted an idol of Ram
inside it. The act created ripples, seen in the
prime minister Jawaharlal Nehru’s letter on
March 5, 1950 to K G Mashruwala, editor
of Harijan, the journal founded by Mahatma
Gandhi, “You refer to Ayodhya Mosque.
The event occurred two or three months ago,
and I have been very gravely perturbed over
this.” Pandit Nehru could visualize the
coming danger in the garb of
majoritarianism, that was to crush the mi-
norities and destroy the cultural ethos.
Secularism was their main enemy. With
rabid communalism as their leading light,
they tried to consolidate the gains they had
made in the temple town.  But success re-
mained as elusive as always to them.

The turmoil created by the planting of
the idol of Ram in the Babri Masjid gave way
to legal battles. It was sacrilege, yet permis-
sion for carrying on the rituals for the idol
was given by the court.

The issue remained politically dormant
for over three and a half decades when it
was revived by the RSS. It got the national
attention which quickly turned it into the
focal point of religious tensions between
the two communities. To make the
Ayodhya strategy more effective, the RSS
conceived an elaborate plan to
communalise the body politic.

 Keeping Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), its
electoral outfit, and Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP), its affiliate responsible for
mobilizing sadhus, in the front, the RSS set
out to win the support of Hindus and Hindu
religious groups through a series of mass
ritual actions, use of religious imageries and
conclaves of Hindu religious leaders for the
campaign. The BJP president at the time,
LK Advani, went on to start a Rath Yatra –

a Toyota truck modified into a chariot –
around the country to rally Hindus to the
cause. His journey – yatra – began on  Sep-
tember 25, 1990 at Somnath in Gujarat,
where a temple had been destroyed by
a Central Asian Muslim invader,
Mahmud Ghazni, in the eleventh century.
The yatra was planned to go through
hundreds of villages and cities in the states
of Gujarat, Maharashtra, Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Haryana, Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh before reaching Ayodhya.
Though Advani was arrested before he
could enter Uttar Pradesh, his yatra, by
bringing militant Hindu sentiments to the
fore and provoking communal riots along
its route, transformed the BJP into a ma-
jor political force in the country.

A series of events thereafter, carried
out by the RSS and its affiliates, culmi-
nated in the demolition of Babri Masjid
on December 6, 1992.

The demolition was a stunning shock.
It shook the inner core of the nation and
revealed how the communal-fascist forces
had made yet another bid to force India
away from the secular-democratic path.
By assassinating Gandhi in 1948, they had
thought they would succeed. But the path
that nation opted was not what they were
keen about, it was robustly secular and
democratic, the inheritance of Bapu. The
attempts to push the country into chaos,
fragmenting its identity, by demolition
of Babri Mosque would never claim suc-
cess. The offering of a ready-made and
prefabricated Hindu majoritarian iden-
tity for the nation, the one that India had
wrestled against in the past and which
Gandhi had fought relentlessly and died
for, would never succeed and be rejected
lock, stock and barrel.

Ayodhya Strategy

The following is the text
of the letter written by CPI
national council secretary
Binoy Viswam to Union fi-
nance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on November
28, 2022 urging her to or-
der a parliamentary probe
into the investment decisions
of UTI-AMC:

Keeping in mind the
Union government’s
policy of ‘zero tolerance
against corruption’ and its
promises of ‘corruption-
free Bharat’, I am writing
to you to request immedi-
ate investigation into
UTI-AMC’s Rs 2,000 crore
investment in the securi-
ties of the scam-hit Dewan

Probe UTI-AMC’s Investment into Scam-Hit DHFL: CPI MP
Housing Finance Ltd
(DHFL).

The promoters of
DHFL and its directors are
under investigation by the
CBI and the ED for de-
frauding 17 banks of an
unconscionable Rs 34,615
crore in what has come to
be commonly known as the
biggest bank fraud uncov-
ered in India till date. While
the outcome of the inves-
tigation into the DHFL
scam is eagerly awaited by
all citizens, there is an
equally pressing need for
investigation and forensic
audit of UTI-AMC’s Rs
2,000 crore investment in

the scam-hit DHFL. It ap-
pears that even when the
entire Mutual Fund ecosys-
tem had halted
investments into DHFL
securities after the revela-
tion of the scam,
investment decisions ac-
tively taken by UTI-AMC
led to huge investor funds
being exposed to tainted
DHFL Securities. Alarm-
ingly, there appears to be
a concerted effort on the
part of UTI-AMC, UTI
Trustee Company and
SEBI to obstruct public
disclosure of information
relating to the investment
decisions taken by UTI-
AMC in the DHFL scam.

Investors in India re-
pose immense trust in
UTI-AMC since it traces its
history back to the year
1963 when the formation
of UTI sowed the seed for
the mutual fund ecosys-
tem in India. This is
evidenced by the fact that
UTI-AMC has Group As-
sets Under Management
(AUM) of Rs 13.49 lakh
crore and a total number
of 1.19 crore live folios as
on March 31, 2022.

I firmly believe that it is
for the government to en-
sure that the trust reposed
by investors in UTI-AMC
by way of their hard-

earned money is not ex-
ploited. Therefore,
considering the gravity of
the issue and the enormous
investor funds in question,
I urge the government to
direct that a thorough in-
vestigation be carried out
into the matter by a Joint
Parliamentary Committee.

Bearing in mind the
huge amount of public
money involved and the
credibility of India’s finan-
cial management system
being at stake, I trust that
this issue will be taken up
on priority by the govern-
ment. 
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The post-pandemic
recovery in the world
economy that picked up
in 2021 is likely to slow
down due to expecta-
tions of rising inflation,
continuing war, restric-
tions due to the
COVID-19 pandemic
and prolonged real estate
slump in China as well as
a slower than anticipated
consumer spending in
the US. While global
growth rates are revised
downwards from 6.1 per
cent in 2021 to 3.2 per cent
in 2022 and further down
to 2.9 per cent in 2023,
inflation expectations are
high due to soaring food
and energy prices.

 The average inflation
rate in developing coun-
tries is forecasted to be
7.3 per cent. A large sec-
tion of the global
population is likely to be
pushed below poverty in
2022 with increasing
credible threats to food
and energy security.
Real wages are stagnat-
ing or not being able to
keep pace with rising
prices leading to a cost of
living crisis across the
world. The overwhelm-
ing concern of central
banks of taming inflation
through increasing inter-
est rates is likely to have
a dampening impact in
the long run on economic
growth.

The prevailing opti-
mism that cropped up at
the end of the pandemic
primarily because of the
easing of supply-side
constraints as economies
got back to normalcy,
seems to have dwindled
because of the
stagflation looming
large. For developing
countries, another con-
cern is the forecast of a
sharp deceleration of
commodity prices to-
gether with the tight
monetary stance of cen-
tral banks increasingly
putting pressure on do-
mestic currencies
vis-a-vis the dollar. Ac-
cording to the World

Indian Economy Beset with Falling Growth, Inflation
Economic Outlook, the
growth rate forecast for
India in 2022 and 2023 are
7.4 per cent and 6.1 per
cent respectively which
although moderate
growth in terms of the
global average casts a
shadow on the expecta-
tions of quick recovery
from the pandemic sce-
nario.

The quarterly esti-
mates of growth
published by the Na-
tional Statistical Office for
the quarter ending June
2022-23 still fall short of
the expected recovery.
Private final consump-
tion expenditure has
improved by about 10
per cent above the pre-
pandemic levels
primarily driven by the
partial recovery of con-
tact-intensive jobs in the
urban segment in India.
Even if agricultural out-
put grew, it has not been
translated into high
growth in rural demand.
Despite an impressive
recovery in the y-o-y
quarterly growth rate of
services and construc-
tion recording
double-digit, manufac-
turing growth has been
less than 5 per cent. The
y-o-y change in the Index
of Industrial Production
is at a 4-month low in July
2022 showing a growth
of 2.4 per cent which was
12.8 per cent in the first
three months of 2022-23.

Similarly, electricity
generation grew by 2.3
per cent in July 2022
while during April-June
it grew by 17.1 per cent.
Growth in the production
of consumer durables
plunged to 2.4 per cent in
July 2022 from 27 per
cent in the first quarter of
2022-23. These are all
indications of waning
out of the low base effect
and inflation affecting
domestic consumption
demand. It is also impor-
tant that the trade and
hotel sectors still have
not touched the pre-pan-
demic level of output.

Since manufacturing and
retail trade are sectors
that create bigger chunks
of non-agricultural em-
ployment in India, slow
growth in these sectors
explains the slow recov-
ery in employment.

The growth figure for
the economy as a whole
of 13.5 per cent recorded
for the Q1 2022-23 may
appear impressive be-
cause of the low base in
past years but a closer
look at GDP figures sim-
ply suggest that in the
year 2022-23 we are only
9 per cent higher than
our pre-pandemic out-
put. The corporate profits
that soared during the
pandemic have moder-
ated due to a rise in input
prices.

The other concern is
the rise in deficits on the
external front as imports
grew by 37.2 per cent and
exports by only 14.7 per
cent. The merchandise
trade deficit has in-
creased consistently and
reached 28 billion US
dollar which has been the
largest merchandise
deficit experienced by
India. The rupee to dol-
lar exchange ratio has
touched the eighty mark
causing a steep rise in our
import bills while a fall
in exchange rate made
our exports relatively
cheaper in the external
market but didn’t trigger
a considerable rise in
exports due to the
gloomy global market.
The Reserve Bank of In-
dia has been increasing
the repo rate to restrict the
outflow of capital in the
backdrop of an increas-
ing rate of interest
announced by major cen-
tral banks with a view to
check inflation but the
fall remains unchecked.
On the other hand, the
rising interest rate has
increased the cost of
loans for the middle class
and put a dampening ef-

fect both on investment
and demand for durable
goods.

Food inflation is once
again on the rise. As per
the Consumer Price In-
dex (CPI) figures of
August 2022 food infla-
tion is at 7.57 per cent. In
the urban and rural areas,
the respective figures are
7.64 and 7.48. More wor-
rying is the fact that
inflation of cereal prices
has been much higher,
9.57 per cent and cereal
inflation is higher (10.08)
in rural areas compared
to urban areas (8.65).
Vegetable prices soared
during this period re-
cording inflation of 13.23
per cent and prices of
spices increased by 14.09
per cent. Food inflation
hurts the poor severely
as the share of food in
their consumption bas-
ket assumes greater
proportions compared to
that of the rich. As income
increases, the share of
food in the consumption
basket gradually de-
clines. Hence with rising
prices possibility of less
consumption of food for
the poor increases or con-
sumption of necessary
non-food consumption
has to be curtailed with
a stagnated income.

True that growth slow-
ing down may be partly
explained by the waning
of the low base effect just
as recovery immediately
after the pandemic was
manifested by high
growth rates in different
sectors, but leaving aside
the abnormal fluctua-
tions in the backdrop of
the pandemic, the eco-
nomic scenario indicates
deep-rooted problems.
This is reflected in the
employment scenario
which shows a relative
increase in non-profes-
sional jobs in the recent
period marking a shift of
employment from the
farm sector to low-end
informal activities once
again while salaried jobs
in the immediate past

show a decline.
The major concern is

the work participation in
the young age group be-
tween 15-24. In 1994 the
share of people em-
ployed in this age group
in India was 43.4 per cent
which came down over
the years reaching 23 per
cent in 2020. According to
world development in-
dicators, this work
participation rate is
much lower than the ad-
vanced countries which
have been 50.6 per cent in
the US and 42 per cent in
the OECD countries and
even much less than the
figures of neighbouring
low-income countries
such as Pakistan (38.9)
and Bangladesh (35.3). It
is evident from facts that
India has not at all been
serious in taking advan-
tage of the demographic
dividend which comes as
an opportunity for coun-
tries to have a larger share
of the young workforce.

Demographic divi-
dend indicates a
demographic phase
when the ratio of the de-
pendent age group of the
population to the work-
ing age group comes
down and the country has
the opportunity of
realising higher growth
rates by leveraging the
higher share of the
younger population. But
this is subject to the fact
that the young age popu-
lation is being employed
in productive activities,
otherwise, the demo-
graphic change does not
help by itself. Given the
emerging scenario of low
growth, high inflation
and low employment it
is the larger mass of work-
ing people who are
going to lose income
while Gautam Adani be-
comes the second richest
person in the world ac-
cording to Forbes’
real-time billionaire
rankings. Changing the
direction of economic
policy is the need of the
hour.  (IPA Service)

Sanjay Roy
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What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .
Bail vs jail

President Draupadi Murmu’s call to the government and the
judiciary to address the issue of overcrowding of prisons is signifi-
cant and a very welcome intervention. “I hear these days that we
will have to make new prisons because prisons are overcrowded.
If we are moving towards progress as a society, then why do we
need new jails. We should be closing down existing ones,” Presi-
dent Murmu said on November 26 at the National Law Day
celebrations organised by the Supreme Court. “I am leaving this
issue to the judges here and the law minister. I am not saying any-
thing more. I hope you understand what I have said and what I
refrained from saying,” she added. President Murmu’s remark comes
in the backdrop of the sharp exchange on this issue last week be-
tween Union law minister Kiren Rijiju and the Chief Justice of India
D Y Chandrachud. Rijiju had made a case against the higher
judiciary’s intervention in granting bail and said only trial courts
ought to decide granting of bails. In response, the CJI said that higher
courts are flooded with bail cases because of a “sense of fear” in
the lower judiciary.

The crisis at hand is this: According to the Prison Statistics In-
dia 2021, a report published by the Ministry of Home Affairs, between
2016 and 2021 the number of convicts in jails has decreased by 9.5
per cent whereas the number of undertrial inmates has increased
by 45.8 per cent. With three out of four prisoners being undertrials,
the problem of overcrowding of prisons is essentially an undertrial
issue. As of December 31, 2021, around 80 per cent of prisoners
were confined for periods up to a year. The report states that an
overwhelming 95 per cent of undertrials released in 2021 were
granted bail by courts while a mere 1.6 per cent were released on
acquittal by court. It shows that the sluggish pace at which trial
courts work to reach a final decision cannot keep up with the in-
creasing number of undertrials.

The Dickensian idea of building more prisons is not the solution,

as President Murmu rightly said. The Supreme Court recently asked
the government to think “out of the box” and consider a one-time
measure to release prisoners in certain cases on the occasion of the
75th year of Independence. While it is imperative for the top court
to ensure that its liberal stance on bail percolates to the trial courts,
it is also disingenuous to characterise the undertrial crisis as a mere
bail issue. The real solution lies in tackling the cause, which is in-
discriminate arrest of individuals. Identifying those who cannot
afford bail, even when available, is also crucial. The lawmakers
too must urgently respond to this crisis.

Courtesy: The Indian Express

Pill carefully
Knowing what’s needed to solve a problem is one thing, but doing

it is quite another. By now every doctor in the country should be
familiar with growing antimicrobial resistance and what their role
in curbing its spread needs to be, but their prescription behaviour
remains largely unreformed. The latest ICMR attempt to reform
this behaviour involves advising doctors to avoid using antibiot-
ics in conditions such as low-grade fever and viral bronchitis, plus
plan a stop date in advance to ensure that antibiotics are not given
beyond the recommended duration.

The costs of using antimicrobial prescriptions for syndrome
management rather than based on a definitive diagnosis have been
showing up in multiple ICMR studies of recent years. Last year’s
data for example indicates that resistance to Imipenem, which is
used to treat infections caused by bacteria E coli, has increased from
14% in 2016 to 36% in 2021. While the 360° reality is that such
resistance is also being fed by the food industry, contaminated soil
and poor sanitation, doctors and hospitals have a direct role in the
matter, and they are being asked for quite a straightforward change
in practice.

On the regulator’s side too, the crisis simply hasn’t been tack-
led as rigorously as needed. The challenge is of course made worse
by how widely chemists stand in for doctors, dishing out antibiot-
ics as blithely as if these were oranges.

Courtesy: The times of India

The Modi government
has recently signed an
MoU and released re-
cently to introduce a
policy called
digitalisation in the agri-
culture sector. What are
the benefits of it? What are
the losses? Discussions
are going on. Recently a
discussion forum was
held in Delhi under the
auspices of some volun-
tary organizations on
November 21-22, 2022.
More than 60 people from
various farmers’ associa-
tions participated in it and
expressed their views.
More than 60 percent of
people in India depend on
agriculture for their live-
lihood. Scientists say that
there are more than 15
crore agricultural fami-
lies. While introducing
major technologies like
digitalisation in agrarian
sector, farmers connected
with the field were not
even considered nor con-

Implications of Digitalisation in Agriculture
tacted for dialogue. They
did not even inform this
form of grass roots
change to those who were
depending on the sector
for survival. The farmers
representative  associa-
tions were also kept at
bay. Agriculture is under
the purview of the state
government. At least
those concerned states
could have been taken
into confidence. The gov-
ernment is intensifying
its efforts to hand over
the agriculture sector to
private corporate forces
by digitalising it. In the
past, the Modi govern-
ment had introduced
three black laws in the
agrarian sector, and as a
result of large-scale agi-
tation by farmers and
farmers’ associations for
more than a year, the
Modi government with-
drew those laws in
unfortunate circum-
stances. Now initiatives

are taken again to bring
those black laws in an-
other form by
introducing this
digitalisation system to
hand over agriculture to
corporate forces.

Modi government is
trying hard. This
digitalisation is an inte-
gral part of agriculture.

Corporate houses
have changed the entire
agricultural process
from the time of planting
of the seeds to transport-
ing it to the market. This
digitalisation process is
an attempt to present it
to the private companies.
More than 10 reputed
conglomerates in India
are involved as partners
with these companies.
For example, Amazon,
owned by Walmart, ac-
counts for over 90 percent

of the seed sector’s cotton
seeds transactions.

There are more such
agrarian products
handled and represented
by Mann Cent, as well as
Bayer companies. Major-
ity of the marketing of
agricultural products
are in the fields of to-
bacco and few others.
There are also ITC like
companies that are con-
tinuing as partner. Also
there is Patanjali run by
Baba Ramdev, who plays
a major role in marketing
and sales of the other
products as well, in-
volved with this deal. It
is said that Microsoft
Company is also in-
volved.

Companies like Uber
and Ola that have al-
ready entered the
transport sector are op-
erating in all sectors
beginning from buses to
autos. Also, there is the
beginning of practice

that is spreading fast
from currency notes to
the form of digital
money, from plane, train
and bus tickets to retail
businesses like coffee
and tea shops. Internet
services continue from
near the car used by hu-
mans to the freeze. In 8
years of Modi govern-
ment, everything has
been privatized. In the
name of monetization
pipeline, government as-
sets and industries were
sold cheaply. All-out ef-
forts have started to
collect 1.6 crore rupees in
the financial year 2022-23.
The process of sale of all
assets related to power
department, sports de-
partment, exchange
department and coal
mines has been acceler-
ated.

The process of
digitilisation of land
records, survey records,

Ravula Venkaiah

On Page 14
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The CTUs — AITUC, INTUC, HMS, CITU,
AIUTUC, TUCC, SEWA, AICCTU, LPF and UTUC
— have boycotted the video conference called by the
Union finance ministry on November 28, 2022 for the
purpose, as each participating union is allotted only
three minutes to give its suggestions. The unions have
said that there are no restrictions on physical meetings
like during the Corona Pandemic to justify video
conference now. Further, a time slot of only three
minutes for each union to present its suggestions is
ridiculous, to say the least.

Pre-Budget Suggestions to FM
CTUs Demand Overall Change in Policies

But since the demands
raised by and on behalf
of the toiling people are
equally serious, the cen-
tral trade unions
formally sent their sug-
gestions to the ministry
on November 26 ad-
dressed to Union finance
minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, which are as
follows:

Bi-partite
Consultations

Your invitation for
pre-budget consulta-
tions with the trade
unions is a welcome step,
if conducted in all sincer-
ity. We are constrained to
say this because even the
earlier consultations in
December, 2021 and De-
cember, 2020, amount to
not having any consulta-
tions at all, as all the
suggestions have fallen
on deaf ears.

The trade unions have
been demanding conven-
ing of Indian Labour
Conference, which has
not been called after 2015.
In fact, it is mandatory for
the labour ministry to
call the ILC, under ILO
Convention 144.

The following is an
example of negation of
any consultation with
the Trade Unions: It is an
excerpt from PM’s
speech delivered in a so-
called ‘National Labour
Conference’ convened in
Tirupati on August 25-26,
2022. Not a single repre-
sentative of any central
trade union was invited
to the said Conference.
He said:

“Friends, as you are
aware that there have
been so many labour
laws in our country
which existed since Brit-
ish rule. In the last eight
years, we have taken the
initiative to abolish the
laws from the period of
slavery that reflect the
slave mentality. The
country is now chang-
ing, reforming and
simplifying such labour
laws. Keeping this in
mind, 29 labour laws
have been converted into
four simple labour codes.
With this, our labour
brothers and sisters will
be further empowered on
issues like minimum
wages, job security, so-
cial security and health
security….” (Source: A
printed booklet titled
‘National Labour Confer-
ence’ distributed in the
CBT (EPFO) meeting on
October 31, 2022 in
Delhi).

We protest against the
views expressed here,
which are totally at vari-
ance with the facts and
reality which the central
trade unions never failed
to point out. The 29
labour laws sought to be
abolished do not reflect
‘the slave mentality’ as
claimed by the PM, nor
do the proposed four
labour Codes “empower
labour brothers and sis-
ters on issues like
minimum wages, job
security, social security
and health security” in
the least, again as
claimed by the PM. They
are all brazenly anti-

workers, point by point.
In fact they take away
many rights available in
those 29 labour laws, for
which the Unions have
struggled.

The theatrical an-
nouncements of
demonetization on No-
vember 8, 2016 and the
lock down on March 23,
2020 are other instances
of lack of any consulta-
tion with the stake
holders.

Boosting demand to
invigorate sagging
economy: Recently, the
newspapers carried re-
ports of your interaction
with employers, where
even the employers
urged you to take policy
decisions that will boost
demand, which many
renowned economists
have been advising for
the past three years. This
requires putting money
in the hands of the toiling
people, by increasing
the budget allocation for
MGNREGA, giving sta-
tus of government
employees to Scheme
Workers and paying
them minimum wages,
filling central govern-
ment vacant posts, giving
up plans to sell public
sector enterprises, shelv-
ing the Electricity
(Amendment) Bill, 2022,
not to privatise govern-
ment hospitals, reducing
GST burden on common
people, particularly in
fuel and essential com-
modities and increasing
taxes on the corporates
along with introduction
of Wealth Tax.

Massive demonstra-
tions at Jantar Mantar,
all-India Strike on March
28-29, 2022: You must be
receiving reports about
the large demonstrations
at Jantar Mantar or the
said strike. We are only
reiterating the demands
made there:

(i) Check rising prices:

Please realize that Infla-
tion is only one of the
reasons for rising prices.
Your policies of
privatisation, National
Monetisation Pipeline,
New Education Policy,
Electricity (Amendment)
Bill, 2022, etc, are bound
to increase prices of the
services they offer. Forc-
ing coal consumers to
buy Adani coal, even at
higher prices, is the
height of crony capital-
ism. Scrap all these
policies.

(ii) Pension: Raise
EPS-95 minimum pen-
sion and restore Old
Pension Scheme in place
of NPS, by contribution
out of government kitty.
Schemes like PM Shram
Yogi Mandhan Yojana,
which make low paid
unorganised sector
workers contribute for a
minimum of 20 years, are
being touted as ‘Social
Security’. Please scrap
such Yojanas, the contri-
butions of which you are
using for market invest-
ments.

(iii) Unemployment:
This issue is assuming
alarming proportions.
But it is being used as an
opportunity by the estab-
lishments under the
government as well as
the government itself.
Keeping posts vacant,
employing workers un-
der contract, Fixed Term
Employment, or doing
away with their services
altogether, is becoming
a new normal. Though
the employers have de-
manded ‘Employment
generation incentives’ in
your interaction with
them, they prefer auto-
mation to reduce
manpower, rather than
any incentive. Doing
away with security
guards at ATMs under
the plea of having in-
stalled CCTV cameras
and insuring the ATM,
public safety is given the

go-by! The Agnipath
Scheme not only de-
prives the youth willing
to serve in the defence
services of our country of
social security but also
undermines our national
security. The much ad-
vertised “employment
melas” are just an eye-
wash.

(iv) Blue economy:
Scrap plans to imple-
ment the so-called ‘Blue
Economy’, which will
ruin the fisher-folks in-
habiting our extensive
shoreline.

(v) Mass agitation
against Privatisation of
Rashtriya Ispat Nigam
Ltd., (RINL or

V i s h a k h a p a t n a m
Steel Plant) is going on
for more than 600 days.
Pay heed to their demand
which is loud and clear.

(vi) The employees of
General Insurance Com-
panies have been
agitating for a long time
for their LTS having been
delayed even beyond
the duration of the last
LTS and for being let
down when they were
assured wage rise parity
with LIC employees.
Further, they are saddled
with KPI, without any
bipartite consultations
with their Unions. This
needs to be corrected.

(vii) Employees of all
other PSUs sold for a
song, have been left high
and dry with sudden ter-
mination of their earlier
service conditions. (Air
India, Pawan Hans, etc.)

(viii) The much touted
LIC-IPO is against the
interests of the insured
common people, besides
being anti-LIC, as with
the sale of LIC shares,
priority will be to given
to pay dividend to share
holders rather than bo-
nus to the insured
people, as was being
done so far.

On Page 06
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tics, Bhakti or hero-wor-
ship is a sure road to
degradation and to even-
tual dictatorship.” It’s
still not late to follow his
advice.

 The RSS and its politi-
cal arm, the BJP are
aggressively trying to
dismantle the vision of
the Constitution in their
march towards commu-
nal authoritarianism.
Secularism is one of the
foundational tenets of
our Constitution and
Constitution makers
were acutely aware of the
imperative of heralding
the nation into a secular
republic. Temptations
around religion were
high but rejected em-
phatically by Dr.
Ambedkar as he warned
the assembly of the dan-
gers of theocratic state.
He made provisions for
enabling people coming
from historically dis-
criminated backgrounds
like SCs, STs, women and
children. Considering
the sheer regional and
linguistic diversity of the
country, the Constituent
Assembly opted for a

federal state and Dr.
Ambedkar clarified that
“the States under our
Constitution are in no
way dependent upon the
Centre for their legisla-
tive or executive
authority. The Centre
and the States are co-
equal in this matter.” All
of these values run
counter to the illiberal,
monolithic and divisive
agenda of the RSS and
make protecting the Con-
stitution an integral part
of our struggle for a bet-
ter future.

Along with equality
and secularism, Consti-
tution makers placed
equal emphasis on the
emerging state being a
welfare state, committed
to the needs of its citizens
and dedicated to their
upliftment. All three of
them are inseparably
linked and provide us
with a blue print for so-
ciety. Our times are
crucial for defending the
very nature of Indian
polity and all secular,
democratic and progres-
sive forces will have to
join hands for this. Many
critics argue that the op-
position is without any

agenda to take on the
RSS-BJP. Let us boldly
declare that the Directive
Principles of State Policy
enshrined in our Consti-
tution are our agenda to
come together for their
fulfilment. The vision that
was expressed in the
Constitution was dia-
metrically opposite of
the RSS-BJP’s nefarious
designs for the society,
and we must embrace the
vision of the Constitution
makers. When some
members questioned Dr.
Ambedkar about the
need for having Directive
Principles, he elaborated
on their centrality in de-
ciding the fate of the
nation. He was at his
prophetic best when he
said “what great value
these Directive Prin-
ciples possess will be
realized better when the
forces of right contrive to
capture power.” Now
when the forces of right
have captured power
and are abusing it, we
must make the vision of
the Constitution our
sword and shield and
come together to save our
nation from the calamity
of Hindu Rashtra. 

From Front Page
Constitution is Our Sword...

(ix) MSP to farmers: Last but not the least, guar-
antee MSP to the Farmers, who were

promised it, when the farm laws were withdrawn.
This will also reduce the number of youth migrat-
ing to urban centres, as farming becomes
uneconomical without the MSP. MSP covering all
crops as per Swaminathan Committee recommen-
dations (C2+50%) along with ensured procurement
should be ensured.

(x) Insurance compensation: The climate change
has caused havoc with agriculture during 2022.
Please see to it that insurance companies compen-
sate the farmers, whose premia have been collected
while giving them loans.

(xi) November 8, 2022 was the sixth anniversary
of demonetisation. It is common knowledge that
none of the purported goals of the move — elimi-
nation of fake currency notes, black money, etc, were
achieved. They have resurfaced. But the
government’s NIA, ED, CBI, etc, are engaged only
in hounding opposition leaders and in replacing
elected state governments through those who come
over to your side due to that pressure. Thus, instead
of uprooting corruption, your government is giv-
ing the concerned corrupt MLAs/ MPs a way to
avoid the noose by crossing over to your side. This
defeats the very purpose of demonetisation.

(xii) Taxation Policy to be reviewed: Burden of
indirect taxes, the GST, particularly fuel and other
essential commodities to be reduced; direct and
corporate tax on the rich should be increased along
with introduction of Wealth Tax. This is all the more
urgent since the tax regime has already turned re-
gressive with the indirect tax mobilisation almost
reaching half of the country’s total tax-receipt.

We are also enclosing our earlier written repre-
sentations submitted at the time of pre-budget
consultations, dated 12.12.2020 and 17.12.2021. We
stand by the issues raised therein, as they have not
been addressed so far at all.

We have also decided not to attend the proposed
online pre-budget consultation meeting on Novem-
ber 28, 2022.

We reiterate our invitation to you to an open
public debate regarding these policies, instead of
these zoom meetings which do not provide for scope
for interaction nor the time for placing our views.

We look forward to your agreeing to such a de-
bate. 

CTUs Demand
Overall Change...

From Page 05

Economic growth at a
robust 6.3 per cent in the
second quarter of the fis-
cal came in higher than
many forecasts, aided by
sharp growth in the ser-
vices sector. But the
steep contraction in
manufacturing sector
and the wide divergence
between growth in GDP
and gross value (GVA)
added came as a sur-
prise. Analysts believe
that the weakness in
manufacturing could
persist in the second half
of the fiscal as well,
prompting many agen-
cies to scale back their
growth forecasts for the
fiscal given the addi-
tional overhang of global
headwinds.

Official data released

Steep Contraction in Manufacturing
Sector Drags GDP Growth

on November 30 re-
vealed that the
manufacturing segment
registered a de-growth of
4.3 per cent in the July to
September 2022 quarter
as against a growth of 5.6
per cent a year ago.
Manufacturing grew by
4.8 per cent in the first
quarter of the fiscal.
While GDP grew by 6.3
per cent in the second
quarter of the fiscal, GVA
growth trailed at 5.6 per
cent.

 Madan Sabnavis,
Chief Economist, Bank of
Baroda noted that manu-
facturing has been clearly
affected by low growth
for the SME sector (as per
Index of Industrial Pro-
duction) and fall in
profits that has affected

value added for the
organised sector. “We
do expect GDP growth to
be around 6.8 per cent for
the year, with a down-
ward bias depending on
the changing economic
environment. But the
downside will not be
more than 0.2-0.3 per
cent,” he said.

Rajani Sinha, Chief
Economist, CareEdge
also termed the contrac-
tion in manufacturing
sector as worrying. “The
manufacturing sector has
continued to suffer from
high raw material prices
and uneven recovery in
demand. This was also
reflected in the decline in
profit margins of
corporates in the second
quarter,” she noted. 
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STUDY &
STRUGGLE

On August 15, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
during his address from
the Red Fort called India
“the mother of democ-
racy.” But what his
actions show here in
educational institutions.
The UGC has provided
15 themes on which uni-
versities could hold
lectures, and these in-
clude the concept of the
“ideal king (rajarsi or seer
king or philosopher
king) “according to
Kautilya as well as
Bhagavad Gita, India’s
“loktantra (self-gover-
nance)”, Harappans as
the pioneering architect
of the democratic system
in the world, as well as
khap panchayats and
their “democratic tradi-
tions”. The Bhakti
tradition responsible for
religious reforms, and
democracy as known to
ancient Indian Bud-
dhism and Institutions of
the Sikhs also find a men-
tion along with tribal
traditions in governance
and tradition of local self-
government in ancient
and medieval Tamil
Nadu.

The students, teachers
and all intellectuals
must reject this proposal
of the UGC.

The UGC chairperson,
M. Jagdish Kumar’s let-
ter to all governors to
“encourage” universities
in their states to hold lec-
tures on such themes
such to celebrate India as
the “mother of democ-
racy” on Constitution
Day on November 26.

This is in direct contra-
vention of the
framework of our Consti-
tution, as well as,
statutory provisions of
the UGC Act as enacted
by the Parliament. UGC
has planned 90 lectures
in 90 universities across
the country.

The UGC
chairperson’s ridiculous
claim is that ancient India

Withdraw UGC Directive to Hold Lectures
on ‘Ancient Indian Democracy’

was unique because
there was no autocracy or
aristocratism. It is unbe-
coming of the UGC
chairperson to make
such an assertion which
is a negation of the real-
ity of Varnashrama and
the caste based social
hierarchy that is a major
challenge in the evolu-
tion of our modern
democracy.

The UGC chairperson
negates the Constitu-
tional requirement of
democratic consultation
with the elected state
governments in the
sphere of higher educa-
tion and has directly

approached the
unelected RSS-BJP ap-
pointed governors to
pursue this agenda. This
exposes the real objec-
tive of the National
Education Policy of us-
ing education as an
instrument for destroy-
ing scientific temper and
rationality while under-
mining the foundations
of our Constitution. All
the democratic
organisations and indi-
viduals should join to
demand the immediate
stoppage of this exercise.

Pathetic school,
higher education
More than 40 per cent

of India’s Phd scholars,
mostly in state-run insti-
tutions, failed to make
any progress in their
work due to pandemic.
Fellowships for 54 per
cent of the scholars had
discontinued before
they could complete

their theses.
In higher education

excellence is a casualty
due to uninspiring lead-
ership and
unsatisfactory selection
process of faculty and
students. India has a
publicly funded higher
education system that is
the third largest in the
world, next to the United
States and China. The
main governing body at
the tertiary level is the
University Grants Com-
mission, which enforces
its standards, advises the
government, and helps
coordinate between the
centre and the state. The

private universities are
booming with over-
promise and
under-deliver.

The number of private
universities in India
nearly doubled in past 7
years, but students say
despite charging hefty
fees, they fail to deliver
on quality of teaching,
placement and facilities.

Besides school educa-
tion has been left to its
own fate. Barring the
Kendriya Vidyalayas —
and, of late, government
schools in Delhi — the
state of most government
schools is pathetic. On
the other hand, although
75 per cent of higher edu-
cation is in the private
sector, the best institu-
tions — IITs, IIMs, NITs,
AIIMS, NLS — have all
been set up by the gov-
ernment. Despite having
the largest base of 900-
plus universities in the

world, only 15 higher
education institutions
from India are in the top
1,000.

Excellence in higher
education is impaired
by: ineffective leader-
ship; unsatisfactory
talent sourcing of faculty
and students; and poor
governance.

Academic leadership
entails integrative abili-
ties of breaking
departmental silos,
aligning different disci-
plines, managing
multiple stakeholders.
Most faculty and re-
searchers have

individualistic traits
whereas academic lead-
ership calls for
collaborative and trans-
formative skills.

Academic excellence
demands integrative
skills across teaching,
research and academic
administration. Homi
Bhabha, Mahalanobis,
Vikram Sarabhai, who
established,TIFR, ISI and
IIM-A, respectively, were
visionaries who appreci-
ated these nuances and
selected passionate lead-
ers who built great teams
and world class institu-
tions. Sadly, chancellors/
founders of universities
and HR leaders who
support them lack this
ability.

Most appointments of
vice-chancellors in gov-
ernment-run universities
are political and a non-
starter for achieving

excellence. In privately-
run higher education
institutions, the key cri-
teria currently for
leadership position is: i)
PhD qualification; and
(ii) IIT/IIM faculty.

While a PhD is neces-
sary considering the
emphasis on research, it
is not a sufficient indica-
tor of leadership
qualities. IITs and IIMs
have become brands
more on the strength of
students who form the
cream of the talent base,
rather than the faculty.
Yet, because of the dearth
of academic leaders IIT/
IIM faculty get plum
leadership positions
which they use for en-
hancing their CV and as
a career springboard,
showing no commit-
ment to long term
institution building.

Interviews for selec-
tion are often
perfunctory, a mere 30
minutes for senior posi-
tions focusing only on
the candidate’s past ex-
perience with no leading
questions to assess their
academic leadership
qualities. The resulting
sub-optimal selections
bear a high cost in terms
of quality, thwarting ex-
cellence in the process.
Promoting from within
is an option from consid-
erations of culture
continuity and growth
opportunities for exist-
ing personnel. 
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There is a widespread
misconception that MN
Roy was the ‘founder’ of
CPI, both in Tashkent
and in India. We will
clarify this issue further
on.

Manabendra
Nath Roy
was origi-

nally Narendranath
Bhattacharya, an out-
standing revolutionary,
who became Commu-
nist abroad, worked in
the Communist Interna-
tional, ultimately
founding ‘radical hu-
manist’ school of
thought. He was born on
March 21, 1887 in village
Arbelia in 24-Paraganas,
W Bengal, to
D i n a b a n d h u
Bhattacharya and
Basanta Kumari Devi.
Theirs was a family of
priests.

Early education
Naren’s early educa-

tion took place in Arbelia,
shifting to Kodalia in
1898, where he contin-
ued his studies at
Harinavi Anglo-Sanskrit
School. He enrolled at
National

College under Sri
Aurobindo, then moved
to Bengal Technical Insti-
tute, which later became
Jadavpur University. He
studied engineering and
chemistry.

In revolutionary
movement

Deeply influenced by
Bankim Chandra,
Vivekanand and other
radical figures, Naren
joined the underground
Anushilan Samiti at the
age of 14, later joining
Jugantar group of Jatin
Mukherji. He came in
contact with future revo-
lutionaries like Satcowri
Bannerjee, Saileshwar,
Shyamsundar Bose,
Phani and Narendra
Chakravarty, etc, as also
the famous revolution-
ary Baren Ghosh in
Deoghar.

He participated in
political raids at
Chingripota and Netra in
1907-09.

Naren was arrested in
Howrah Gang Case

MN Roy: From Communist
(Howrah-Shibpur Trial)
in January 1910 and re-
leased in February 1911.
Naren’s group was
joined by Barisal and
Atmonnati groups, lead-
ing to Rodda & Co. arms
heist (August 26, 1914,
Calcutta), wherein
Jugantar and Anushilan
members intercepted a
shipment of Mauser pis-
tols and ammunition of
the gun dealer.

Naren was arrested
again in February 1915 in
Garden Reach Motor
Raid.

During WW I,
Narendranath was cho-
sen as a messenger to
Batavia (Indonesia) by
his group to contact the
Germans for arms. He
jumped the bail and
sailed for Batavia in 1915.
Returning, he sailed
again for Java in August
1915, this time to return
only in 1930 after an
eventful history.

In San Francisco
Naren left Indonesia

for Japan hoping for help,
met the famous Chinese
leader Sun Yat-sen, and
soon left for Korea and
China. He got into a se-
cret compartment of a
German ship back to Ja-
pan, and then obtaining
an American visa, sailed
for San Francisco.   He
stayed in Palo Alto and
married Evelyn Leonara
Trent (alias Shanti Devi).
He became ‘Manabendra
Nath Roy’ (MN Roy)
under surveillance.
Shifting to New York, he
studied Marxism in New
York City Public Library.
He met Lala Lajpat Rai
here.

As Roy said, Lala
Lajpat Rai “purchased
the works of Karl Marx,
and other socialist clas-
sics” and made him read
Marx’s ‘Capital’. Roy
became a socialist. Mean-
while he was arrested by
US police from Lajpat
Rai’s meeting, managed
to jump the bail, took the
train to San Antonio on
Mexican border and
crossed Rio Grande river

into Mexico.
General secretary,

Communist Party of
Mexico

Roy went to Mexico
when the country was ‘in
the throes of revolution’,
staying there from No-
vember-end, 1917 to
early November, 1919.
He was arrested there in
‘San Francisco Con-
spiracy Case’ but was
soon released. He struck
friendship with Presi-

dent  Carranza, as he had
letter of introduction to
a radical governor in
Mexico. He once tried to
flee Mexico but missed
the ship, and did not try
again.

Roy helped run So-
cialist party paper ‘La
Lucha’ (struggle), which
became a regular weekly
of 8 pages. He also edited
English version of ‘El
Heraldo.

In middle of 1918, So-
cialist Party converted
itself into a mass work-
ers’ party, based on the
Manifesto drafted by MN
Roy, published in La
Lucha. Another  confer-
ence in December 1918
converted the party into
Communist Party. MN

Roy was elected its first
general secretary. Even
now, the plaque of his
name is placed in the
party headquarters.

As general secretary of
CP of Mexico, Roy met
President Carranza sev-
eral times.
In Second Congress of

Comintern, 1920
Early in 1919, Roy was

contacted by Mikhail
Borodin, the famous rep-
resentative of

Communist Interna-
tional (‘Comintern’) in
Mexico. Borodin was in
the US, but  crossed over
to Mexico to escape po-
lice. Penniless, he sought
shelter with Roy, who
put him in touch with
President Carranza. CP
of Mexico was asked to
send representatives to
the forthcoming second
congress of Comintern.
Party sent two, one of
them being MN Roy. He
reached Berlin and then
Moscow by end of 1919-
beginning 1920.

Roy met revolution-
aries of Berlin Committee
and others in Germany
and Russia, including
V i r e n d r a n a t h
Chattopadhyaya, Abani

Mukherjee, Bhupen
Dutt, Champak Pillai,
Shaukat Usmani etc.

Roy met Lenin a week
before the congress. Af-
ter discussions, Lenin
requested Roy to prepare
‘Supplementary Theses
on Colonial Question’.

Lenin criticizes Roy
Second congress of

Communist Interna-
tional was held in
Moscow from July 19 to
August 7, 1920. It dis-
cussed Theses on
National and Colonial
Questions prepared by
Lenin, while Supple-
mentary Theses were
penned by MN Roy. The
idea was to characterize
freedom movements in
colonial countries and
formulate strategy and
tactics.

Lenin sharply criti-
cized the Roy’s theses,
because they were ut-
terly sectarian and
would isolate revolu-
tionaries and
Communists from free-
dom movement. Lenin
cut out big passages from
Roy’s typed theses with
his own hands. (See,
Documents of History of
CPI, ed. Dr Adhikari,
Volume One, 1917-22,
pp173-77, photo stats of
Roy’s theses.)

MN Roy stated that
bourgeois democratic
movements ‘did not rep-
resent aspirations of the
people’. “…in India, the
masses are not with
bourgeois leaders”, and
were moving towards
revolution. He said, “…it
would be a mistake to
assume that the bour-
geois nationalist
movement expresses the
sentiments and aspira-
tions of the general
population.” Commu-
nists must take over the
leadership of freedom
movement, ‘overthrow-
ing’ Gandhiji and
Congress. To support na-
tionalism would be to
obliterate class struggle,
said Roy.

Lenin rejected these
and other key passages
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International to ‘Radical Humanism’
in Roy’s theses. Lenin,
and Comintern, clearly
stated that “Communists
must support the indig-
e n o u s
bourgeois-democratic
movement”; their revo-
lutionary role was not
exhausted. Thus, Lenin
advanced the novel idea
of anti-imperialist united
front. He told Commu-
nists of the East: “You
will have to base your-
selves on the bourgeois
nationalism which is
awakening, and must
awaken, among those
peoples, and which has
its historical justifica-
tion.” (CW 30, p162) He
was firmly against im-
parting a ‘Communist

coloring’ to such a move-
ment. (CW 31, p149)

Lenin also was firmly
opposed to a premature
formation of communist
parties in the colonies,
because class formation
was as yet incipient. He
highly appreciated such
anti-imperialist leaders
as Mahatma Gandhi, Sun
Yat-sen, Pasha and oth-
ers.

In contrast, MN Roy
opined that  national
bourgeoisie had ‘gone
over’ to imperialism,
Congress having become
a ‘lackey of imperialism’.

MN Roy thus laid
foundations of sectarian
and dogmatic trend in
Communist movement,
making a dent on the fu-
ture.
Roy opposes ‘CPI’ of

Tashkent
It is factually wrong to

assume that MN Roy ini-
tiated formation of CPI in
Tashkent (1920).  In fact,
he opposed it. He is also
wrongly projected as the
founder of Communist

movement in India.
In his own words, Roy

did not agree with the
proposal to form ‘CPI’ in
Tashkent. Despite at-
tending Tashkent
meeting, Roy wrote in
Memoirs: “There was no
sense in a few emigrant
individuals calling them-
selves the Communist
Party… knowing fully
well that it would be a
nominal thing…” Roy
further says: “I did not
approve of the formation
of the emigrant Commu-
nist Party, and did not
believe that it had any
right to speak on behalf
of the workers of India,
not to mention the Indian

people as a whole.”
(Memoirs, p465)

According to Dr
Gangadhar Adhikari
(Documents of History of
CPI, Volume 1, p 240),
Roy was not keen on
forming CPI at the time
also because he wanted
to organize Military
School for Indian revolu-
tionaries.

The idea to form CPI
in Tashkent in 1920 actu-
ally came from a group
of ‘Muhajirs’ and other
revolutionaries.

This sets to rest the
widespread misconcep-
tion that MN Roy
founded the ‘Commu-
nist Party of India’. Roy
also was at loggerheads
with Indian Communists
including Dr Adhikari,
Dange, Ghate, Muzaffar
Ahmed and others, and
did not like the 1925
foundation conference of
CPI.

Tashkent group could
not function as a ‘Com-
munist Party’ and soon
disappeared.

In Comintern
leadership

MN Roy was elected
to the ECCI (executive
committee of Commu-
nist International) and to
its Presidium. He was
secretary of its Colonial
Buro. He was sent to
Canton, China, as
Comintern representa-
tive in February 1927. He
was an advocate of the
c o n t r o v e r s i a l
‘decolonisation’ theory,
showing British ‘conces-
sions’ to Indian
bourgeoisie. He voted
for Trotsky’s expulsion
from ECCI, but himself
ceased to be its member
after 6th Comintern con-
gress (1928), partly due
to widespread Stalinist
demotions in Comintern.
By beginning-1929, Roy
began to associate with
the oppositional
Brandler-Thalheimer
group of CP of Germany,
falling out of favour with
Comintern.

In December, 1929,
Comintern journal
‘Inprecorr’ (International
Press Correspondence)
announced Roy’s expul-
sion from Comintern. He
received permission to
go to Berlin.

Back in India
It was 15 years later

that MN Roy came back
to India, in December
1930. He met Nehru,
Bose and other leaders.
He was arrested in
Bombay in July 1931 un-
der a 1924 warrant,
sentenced to 12 years’ RI,
kept in Bareilly Central
Jail, ultimately serving
five years and four
months in five different
jails. His health got dam-
aged permanently.

After release in No-
vember, 1936, he joined
Congress, attending
Faizpur session in De-
cember 1936. In his
speech, he advocated
formation of a Constitu-
ent Assembly. It was
strange that one who
advocated ‘overthrow’ of
Congress joined the same
party.

Roy also visited
Singaravelu in Madras,
staying at his house, in
1936.

‘Radical humanism’
Soon he developed

differences with Con-
gress and began
publishing weekly ‘In-
dependent India’. He
settled down in
Dehradun after marrying
his second wife Ellen
Gottschalk. He founded
League of Radical Con-
gressmen, and
developed ‘radical hu-
manism’, a mixture of
confused ideas, formu-
lated in his book
‘Reason, Romanticism
and Revolution’. His
small group had its own
trade union wing, and
also worked in the Con-
gress and AISF.

‘Independent India’,
became ‘The Radical
Humanist’ in 1949, later
becoming monthly organ
of Indian Renaissance
Institute. He also edited
the quarterly ‘The Marx-
ian Way’, since 1945 with
Sudhindranath Dutta,
which became ‘The Hu-
manist Way’.

In 1947, he wrote his
own manifesto, ‘New
Humanism’. He also
brought out a journal
from Dehradun, the
‘Radical Humanist’. Fa-
mous personalities like
TM Tarkunde, VB
Karnik, etc were associ-
ated with him.

Roy and his group left
Congress in 1940 and
established Radical
Democratic Party (RDP).
He presented 22-point
basic principles or mani-
festo of ‘radical
democracy’ at all India
conference of the party in
Bombay in December
1946, later published as
‘Beyond Communism’
and ‘New Humanism—
A Manifesto’.

He concluded that
party-politics was incon-
sistent with his concept
of democracy (‘new hu-
manism’). Consequently,
RDP was dissolved in
December 1948 in its

Calcutta conference.
Roy established In-

dian Renaissance
Institute at Dehradun.
The inaugural congress
of International Human-
ist and Ethical Union
(IHEU) was to be
organised in Amsterdam
in 1952, and Roy was to
attend it. But he met with
an accident in Mussoorie
in June 1952, just before
the congress, falling 50
feet down. He was taken
to Dehradun and suffered
celebral thrombosis and
paralysis. He was made
a vice president of the
IHEU in absentia. His
last article was pub-
lished on January 24,
1954.

He died on January 25,
1954 of heart attack in
Dehradun at the age of 67.

Publications
From Moscow and

Berlin, Roy wrote exten-
sively, publishing
several books and jour-
nals, among them
‘Vanguard’ and ‘The
Masses’. He wrote Mem-
oirs, India in Transition,
Materialism, on radical
humanism and Indian
renaissance, experiences
in China, works in four
volumes, Beyond Com-
munism, Historical Role
of Islam, India’s Mes-
sage, etc. He also wrote
‘Philosophical Conse-
quences of Modern
Science’.

In his last phase, he
veered round to spiritu-
alism, ceased believing
in historical materialism,
separated dialectics from
materialism, wanted to
discover transcendental
being ‘behind and above’
the universe, tried a hu-
manist interpretation of
history, opposed both
communism and parlia-
mentary democracy,
thought ‘people’ would
run future society, etc.

His ended up utterly
confused with an
eclectical collection of
ideas.  
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The following is the
text of the message of
greetings from the
CPI(ML) Liberation cen-
tral committee delivered
by general secretary
Dipankar Bhattacharya,
to the 24th Congress of the
CPI:

Warm revolutionary
greetings to you all!
Thank you, Comrade D
Raja, for inviting me to
greet this inaugural ses-
sion. It gives me great
pleasure to wish your
Congress every success
on behalf of the Central
Committee and entire
membership of the Com-
munist Party of India
(Marxist-Leninist). I cher-
ish my memories of
having interacted with
many stalwarts of your
party including Com-
rades Chandra
Rajeswara Rao, Indrajit
Gupta, A B Bardhan,
Jagannath Sarkar,
Chaturanan Mishra and
Bhogendra Jha. I pay my
respectful tribute to all
these departed stalwarts
of the CPI and the great
martyrs and leaders of
the historic Telangana
uprising and the subse-
quent waves of struggles
in Srikakulam and other
areas of undivided
Andhra Pradesh.

‘Defend Democracy and Defeat Fascism’

Comrades, we are
meeting at a time when
the world finds itself
drawn once again into
the vortex of a major war
even as global capitalism
is mired in a deep and
prolonged recession and
the world is yet to re-
cover from the massive
disruption and disaster
caused by the Covid-19
global pandemic. It has
been nearly eight months
since Russia unilaterally
invaded Ukraine, calling
Ukraine’s independence
a flawed Leninist legacy
that needs to be undone.
This unjust war has al-
ready taken a heavy toll
and must be brought to
a quick end in a way
which respects and guar-
antees Ukraine’s
sovereignty. Amidst dis-
turbing signs of a
pronounced rightward
shift in Europe, we draw
inspiration from the re-
newed resurgence of the
Left in Latin America and
the powerful assertion of
women in Iran that is
growing into a popular
uprising against the re-
pressive theocratic
regime.

Ever since Modi’s sec-
ond successive victory in
the Lok Sabha elections
we have been facing a
rapidly escalating fascist

offensive on all fronts.
Proceeding from the
2014 election slogan of
‘Congress-mukt Bharat’
the regime is now bent on
making India an opposi-
tion-free democracy.
Opposition MLAs are
being bought wholesale;
opposition-led govern-
ments are being toppled
in a series; opposition
parties and leaders are
being heckled by central
agencies; and movement
activists, fake news bust-
ing journalists and
justice-seeking lawyers
are being hounded out
and jailed. Muslims are
being demonized day in
and day out and geno-
cide calls are being
issued more openly, fre-
quently and loudly.
Dalits are facing in-
creased atrocities and
exclusion, the latest ex-
ample being the
persecution of Delhi
AAP leader Rajendra Pal
Gautam for organizing a
mass conversion to Bud-
dhism on the occasion of
Ashoka Vijayadashmi.

When JP Nadda boasts
that the BJP is the only
party that will survive in
India, when Amit Shah
tells us that the BJP is here
to rule for the next fifty
years, when Mohan
Bhagwat insists that In-
dia is a Hindu Rashtra or
Hindu nation, when Ajit
Doval dubs the civil so-
ciety the new frontier of
war, they portray for us
the India of their dreams.
This dream of a commu-
nal fascist India was
rejected by our freedom
movement which went
on to adopt a constitution
and opt for a secular
democratic republic.
Today from the vantage
position of state power
the Sangh-BJP establish-
ment is working
overtime to subvert and
overturn this constitu-
tional vision of a
sovereign socialist secu-
lar democratic republic
to imprison India in its
communal fascist frame-

work.
The RSS has all along

harboured this design
since its inception in
1925, what makes it ca-
pable of inflicting its
design on the country
today is the power it en-
joys through the Modi
government and its abil-
ity to combine this
state-power with the
street-power of its vigi-
lante squads. The
increasing centralization
of power in the hands of
the Modi government is
weakening India’s fed-
eral framework and
democratic institutions
and granting greater pa-
tronage and impunity to
the vigilante squads of
the Sangh brigade. The
other source of power is
the unprecedented con-
centration of wealth in
the hands of India’s rich-
est billionaires with the
government increas-
ingly being reduced to a
dispensation of the su-
per-rich, by the
super-rich, for the super-
rich.

We must rescue India
from the ravages of this
social, political and eco-
nomic disaster and
rebuild India on the ba-
sis of powerful and
deep-going democratic
foundations to realise the
dreams of Bhagat Singh

and Ambedkar, Phule
and Periyar. We cannot
but remember that the
journey of the Hindutva
forces and India’s com-
munists began around
the same time in the
1920s. Today, if the RSS
has amassed the strength
to inflict its design on the
country, we Indian com-
munists certainly have
the responsibility to foil
this design and lead In-
dia towards the
fulfillment of the consti-
tutional promise of
l i b e r t y ,
equality,fraternity and
justice. We understand
that this is going to be a
protracted battle akin to
a second round of free-

dom movement and we
communists need to
unite all our strength,
harness all our energy
and summon all our
courage to rise to the oc-
casion.

During the freedom
movement and for much
of India’s post-Indepen-
dence journey, the RSS
had remained relegated
to the margin. We com-
munists must once again
push them back to the
fringe. We must draw on
the entire spectrum of
the radical legacy of
India’s freedom move-
ment — from the
anti-imperialist and anti-
feudal struggles to the
rich tradition of anti-
caste resistance and
assertion of rationalism
and India’s cultural di-
versity as well as the vast
range of powerful
struggles for radical so-
cial transformation and
defence of democracy in
the post-independence
period. We must unite
the people as extensively
as we can in their every-
day struggles and build
powerful mass opposi-
tion to the growing
corporate plunder and
privatization of public
assets and services. And
building on the power of
united mass struggles,
we must forge a broad
functional and dynamic
unity of diverse opposi-
tion forces to isolate and
defeat the fascists
through a determined
resistance.

Once again, I wish the
CPI Congress every suc-
cess to this end and
promise our fullest coop-
eration on behalf of the
CPI(ML) to overcome
the unprecedented chal-
lenges facing us today.

Long live the unity of
all fighting forces!

All for a resurgence of
the communist move-
ment to defend
democracy and defeat
fascism! 
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Communist Party of
India general secretary D
Raja said that special sta-
tus for Andhra Pradesh
is the right of Andhra
people and the BJP gov-
ernment at the Centre
has cheated them. Even
YSRCP is also a partner
in that. Those parties
have mortgaged the self-
respect of the people of
Andhra Pradesh and
people will teach an ap-
propriate lesson to both
the BJP and YSRCP in the
forthcoming elections.
CPI(M) politburo mem-
ber B V Raghavulu
addressing the protest-
ers also spoke in the
same vein.

 Both were addressing
the youth and students
march to Parliament at
Jantar Mantar, New Delhi
on November 26, 2022.
The meeting was held
under the auspices of the
struggle committee for
special status to AP for
implementing the assur-
ances given at the time of
bifurcation of the state.

D Raja in his address
further stated that the
demand for special sta-
tus to Andhra Pradesh is
a justified one. At the
time of bifurcation, in the
Parliament debate on the
issue of special status to
AP, every political party
including the BJP was for
special status to AP. But
the BJP has changed its
stand and cheated the
people of Andhra
Pradesh. If the assurances
given in Parliament are
not implemented, then
democracy itself will
become questionable.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is imple-
menting the process of
privatisation with rocket
speed. Even assets of the

Special Status for Andhra is People’s Right: CPI
government are also
kept for sale to private
players. Vizag steel plant
is kept for sale to private
e n t r e p r e n e u r s .
Gangavaram port is be-
ing handed over to
Adanis. Why Jagan
Mohan Reddy is not rais-
ing his voice for special
status to AP, he asked.

Jagan Mohan Reddy
is only diverting
people’s attention in the
name of three capitals.
People have to teach both
BJP and YSRCP a lesson
in 2024 elections. Both
BJP and YSRCP have to
face the anger of people
in the near future. In or-
der to achieve special
status to AP, political
struggle has to be
launched. People of
Andhra Pradesh have to
launch struggles in the
interest of the state and
as well as in the interest
of the country. CPI will
extend its support to the
people of Andhra
Pradesh, D Raja assured.

B V Raghavulu in his
address made it clear
that parties, which have
assured that special sta-
tus will be given and will
be brought are cheating
the people of Andhra
Pradesh. Though we are
struggling for the imple-

mentation of the assur-
ances given at the time of
bifurcation, no step was
taken by the central gov-
ernment in that regard.
We should not tolerate
further. He also criticised
YSRCP for being also a

partner in the cheating
resorted to by the BJP. He
also made it clear
that assurances given in
Parliament are the rights
of people of Andhra
Pradesh.

While Modi had vis-
ited Vizag, in his
presence Jagan had
stated that he is having
separate relation with
Modi. But he has not re-
vealed what that secret
connection is. Why Jagan
should have friendship
with Modi who is not
giving special status to
Andhra Pradesh. He can
meet Prime Minister.
Nothing is wrong. But
why Jagan is not press-
ing for the rights of
people of Andhra. If he is
unable to question why
he should be chief min-
ister? By not pressing for
special status, self-re-
spect of people of
Andhra is being harmed.
It is harming people of

Andhra and aspirations
of youth. On the other
hand even TDP, Janasena
are also striving for
friendship with BJP.
People have to teach a
lesson to communal BJP
which has cheated
Andhra Pradesh and
YSRCP which has be-
come partner in the entire

episode, stated
Raghavulu.

AP CPI state council
secretary K Ramakrishna
while addressing stated
that the ruling YSRCP
and opposition BJP have
also organised dharnas
demanding special sta-
tus but now those parties
are afraid of Modi and
keeping mum on the is-
sue. Pawan Kalyan state
president of Janasena
also was on dharna and
he spoke in louder voice
in Hindi so that Modi can
hear. But now he is close
to BJP. After BJP coming
to power second time,
YSRCP had stated that
special status to Andhra
is a closed chapter. How
good days will come to
Andhra, if assurances
given at the time of bifur-
cation are not
implemented, remarked
Ramakrishna.

During the visit of
Vizag by Prime Minister

Modi, YSRCP was more
active than the BJP itself.
The state government
had posted entire ma-
chinery and spent crores
of rupees on his visit. But
Modi did not utter even
a single word in regard
to the bifurcation assur-
ances. The central
government is not giving
any attention towards
the state. TDP, YSRCP
and Janasena are afraid
of Modi. In this back-
ground people of the
state have to launch mili-
tant struggles,
Ramakrishna under-
lined.

Y Venkateshwer’s
Rao, CPI(M) state secre-
tariat member in his
address demanded to
implement bifurcation
assurances. Jaganmohan
Reddy is not questioning
at all.TDP is also silent.
Special situation is pre-
vailing in Andhra, which
is not there elsewhere in
the country. Both the rul-
ing and opposition
parties are supporting
BJP in Parliament and
voting for all bills per-
taining to workers,
farmers, etc. Though both
YSRCP and TDP are sup-
porting Modi in the
Center, they are playing
drama in the state by
fighting each other and
diverting people’s atten-
tion. The ranks of TDP
and YSRCP have to think
twice on their drama.
How national educa-
tional institutions will
run without funds. If spe-
cial status is given to
state, several industries
will come to state and
youth will get employ-
ment opportunities.
Peoples will not forgive

Ram Narsimha Rao

CPI A P state secretary Ramakrishna addressing Parliament march

On Page 14
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CPI Condoles Demise of
Comrade Jiang Zemin

The National Secretariat of the Communist Party
of India issued the following statement on December
1, 2022 expressing its deep condolences at the demise

of former Chinese President Jiang
Zemin:

The National Secretariat of
the Communist Party of India
expresses its deep condo-
lences at the demise of former
general secretary of the Com-
munist Party of China (CPC),
and former President of
China, Jiang Zemin. He died

on November 30, 2022.
The National Secretariat sends its condolences

to the central committee of CPC, the entire mem-
bership of CPC and the Chinese people.

(AIYF) and All India Stu-
dents Federation (AISF)
held the march from
Janpath to Jantar Mantar.
Before the start of the
rally there was some
clash with the police that
continuously kept on
disturbing the peaceful
march. The Parliament
march is the outcome of
many struggles at the
state and district levels in
the states. Throughout
from the starting point to
the dharna point, the stu-
dents and youth were
raising slogans against
the RSS-BJP government
at the Centre. The RSS
policy of suppressing the
youth and students was
also condemned heavily.

They were carrying plac-
ards with slogans, ‘Enact
BNEGA’, ‘Smash NEP’.
Most the of the contin-
gents of youth and
students were from
Punjab, Haryana, Tamil
Nadu, Kerala, Andhra
Pradesh, Odisha,
Telangana, Rajasthan,
Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh, Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Himachal
Pradesh, Jharkhand,
U t a r a k h a n d ,
Pondicherry, Uttar
Pradesh, Assam, West
Bengal, Tripura,
Karnataka, Delhi led by
their state leaders respec-
tively.

AIYF National Presi-
dent Sukhjinder
Mahesari presided over

the gathering. AIYF gen-
eral secretary Thirumalai
Raman, in his address to
the gathering said that
the government must
enact BNEGA to ensure
employment as the fun-
dament right and free
and compulsory educa-
tion for all. He said India
is a country where larg-
est number of
unemployed in the
world reside. People are
the resources, they are
not the burden. They cre-
ate wealth. India
comprises 90 crore youth
and students who are
below 40 years. They are
ready to work but they do
not have equal opportu-
nities. Instead of wasting
their energy, it must be

utilized for the nation
building.

He further added that
the country is rich but the
people are poor. They
lack basic amenities.
Their suffering and dep-
rivations are ignored.
Out of the 90 crore 50
crore are unemployed
youth. Most of them do
not have livelihood at all.
We demand to enact
BNEGA to guarantee em-
ployment to every young
Indian. Employment
must be made a constitu-
tional right. But this
government is little both-
ered.

More than 1.50 crore
young people have died
due to unavailability of
employment. This situ-
ation in the country is
leading to a chaos. The
AIYF leader said that the
government must fill the
vacant posts in various
government depart-
ments. Thirumalai
declared that the AISF
and AIYF together will
organize more militant
struggles against this
government.

AISF national general
secretary Vicky Mahesari
and president Shuvam
Banerjee advocated for
scrapping of the Na-
tional Education Policy
and labelled it as ‘Na-
tional Exclusion Policy’
which is nothing but un-

dermining the federal
structure in the country.
He said that BJP-RSS
government do not rep-
resent the majority, they
are just one per cent,
while the people are  99
per cent.

Among those who
addressed the rally were
former AISF president
Syed Vali Ullah Khadri,
former AIYF president
Aftab Alam Khan,
Paramjit Dhaban, Lenin
Babu, Dinesh
seerangarajan, TT
Jismon, Mahesh
Kunjam, Bharti,
Karamveer Kaur
Badhani, Harish Bala and
others. The major de-
mands of the march were
employment for all, en-
actment of BNEGA
(Bhagat Singh National
Employment Guarantee
Act), free, equal and sci-
entific education for all,
electoral reforms, elec-
tions must be held free
from money power.

The youth and stu-
dents have pledged to
continue the struggle for
BNEGA. They will go
back to their respective
states and organise and
spread political aware-
ness among the students
and youth. Sukumar
Damle (AITUC), Ravula
Venkaiyya (AIKS) and
BKMU leaders also ex-
tended their solidarity.
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The growth in real ru-
ral wages is now
negative for the tenth
straight month to Sep-
tember. While the
contraction is largely due
to elevated inflation, the
sluggishness in the rural
economy has left de-
mand for labour
subdued, thereby cap-
ping nominal wages.

Worse, rural India is
yet to restore the millions
of jobs lost during the
pandemic. On a net basis,
rural employment is
even now 8.3 million less
than it was before pan-
demic, according to a
study by Kotak Institu-
tional Equities. The
services industry itself is
yet to regenerate 7.9 mil-
lion of the jobs lost
during the pandemic.

Reflecting the bleak
jobs scenario in the rural
sector, households de-
manding work under the
rural employment guar-
antee scheme continue to
be above the October
2019 (pre-pandemic)
level. Of course, in recent
months, fewer people
have sought these subsis-
tence jobs.

Real Rural Wage Growth Remains
Negative for 10 Months in a Row

U n e m p l o y m e n t
jumped by 1.3 percent-
age points to 7.8 per cent
in October led by an in-
crease in rural
u n e m p l o y m e n t .
Sachchidanand Shukla,
chief economist,
Mahindra & Mahindra,
points out that the gov-
ernment spending on
rural development has
been somewhat tepid
post Covid. “While the
spends on PM Kisan
Yojana are direct trans-
fers, the food scheme
and the fertiliser subsidy
don’t really put cash in
the hands of consumers,”
Shukla observed.

The numbers from
FMCG players reflect the
muted consumer de-
mand in the hinterland.
Sanjiv Mehta, MD & CEO,
Hindustan Unilever, had
observed that in the Sep-
tember quarter, the
market for the categories
that the company oper-
ates in grew in
mid-single digits. “Vol-
ume continues to decline
in both urban and rural
markets with a more
pronounced drop in ru-
ral,” Mehta had said.

Mohit Malhotra, CEO,
Dabur, confirmed that
the company’s rural
business had grown very
slowly in the September
quarter. Malhotra said
the rural markets were
seeing credit and liquid-
ity pressures.

At Tata Consumer,
volumes of local tea have
grown at a three-year
compounded annual
growth rate of only 4.1%,
partly hit by poor de-
mand from the
hinterland. Rural spends
by a clutch of ministries
dropped 12% y-o-y in the
June quarter on the back
of a 34 per cent y-o-y fall
in Q1FY22, an analysis by
Motilal Oswal showed.

Economists note the
fall in wages has been
sharper for non-agricul-
tural workers, indicating
the farm sector is in bet-
ter shape than the
non-farm peer. More-
over, many have needed
to shift to lower-paying
jobs in the construction
sector since the services
sector has not been doing
well, the Kotak study re-
vealed, though the data
is not based on extrapola-
tion of monthly surveys.
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Diary of
International

Events
C. Adhikesavan

For the first time, glo-
bal demand for each of
the fossil fuels shows a
peak or plateau across all
WEO scenarios, with
Russian exports in par-
ticular falling
significantly as the world
energy order is reshaped.
Today’s energy crisis is
delivering a shock of
unprecedented breadth
and complexity. The big-
gest tremors have been
felt in the markets for
natural gas, coal and
electricity – with signifi-
cant turmoil in oil
markets as well, necessi-
tating two oil stock
releases of unparalleled
scale by IEA member
countries to avoid even
more severe disruptions.
With unrelenting geopo-
litical and economic
concerns, energy mar-
kets remain extremely
vulnerable, and the cri-
sis is a reminder of the
fragility and
unsustainability of the
current global energy
system.

The West is currently
in the midst of its fourth
crisis in 15 years. The
2007-2008 financial
crisis was closely fol-
lowed by the European
debt crisis, and
hardly had the world
managed to cope with
the pandemic when an
energy crisis loomed on
the horizon.

And according to EU
officials, the
disruptions may con-
tinue. As noted by
European Commission
President Ursula von der
Leyen, the bloc’s current
energy crisis risks turn-
ing into an economic and
social one.

Every crisis is unique.
No black swan
event repeats itself. Yet,
as befits a ‘rare bird’, they
all have something in
common. Namely, the
costs multiply each time
around. So, what will the
cost of the current crisis
be?

Back in 1999, in re-

Energy Crisis is Major Threat to World
sponse to a property bust,
the Bank of Japan took
what was then seen as the
radical step of reducing
interest rates to zero.
Two years later, after a
mistimed attempt to
nudge rates higher,
another unusual policy
tool was unfurled: quan-
titative easing (QE) – the
large-scale purchase of
bonds by the central
bank.

What were once seen
as exotic measures em-
ployed only by Japan
went mainstream during
the 2008 crisis and
have become deeply
lodged in central
bankers’ toolkits ever
since. By lowering inter-

est rates, policymakers
seek to influence the
short-term rates banks
charge each other for
overnight loans, thus
helping keep credit flow-
ing. The asset purchases,
meanwhile, increase the
amount of money circu-
lating in the economy
and also help suppress
long-term interest rates. 

Such measures
have predictably boosted
financial markets, as
much of the flood of li-
quidity has been
deployed to bid up the
prices of securities. How-
ever, in what is
commonly called the
real sector, things have
been getting worse. 

Plugging budget
holes through a build-

up of debt and the corre-
s p o n d i n g
unrestrained growth of
the money supply pre-
dictably laid the
foundations for future
price increases. Sixty
years ago, Nobel laure-
ate economist Milton
Friedman, the founder
of monetarism, fa-
mously said
that ”inflation is always
and everywhere a mon-
etary phenomenon.”
H e  a r g u e d
convincingly that prices
rise when the money
supply grows faster than
output.

However, monetary
factors haven’t been the
sole cause of the infla-

tionary spiral unwind-
ing in Europe and the US.
Other factors have in-
cluded the disruption
of supply chains due to
Covid-19 restrictions
and rising prices in the
energy market.

The latter is largely
a t t r i b u t a b l e
t o  s i g n i f i c a n t
underinvestment in the
energy sector, where the
capital investment
is currently at a 15-year
low. According to Igor
Sechin, head of Russian
energy major Rosneft,
this is due to the
West’s zealous interest in
transitioning away from
fossil fuels.

Environmental fragil-
ity became a particularly

relevant issue during the
coronavirus pandemic and
the resulting restrictions.
Imagining the ‘new
normal’ of a post-pan-
demic world, many
rashly predicted the im-
minent decline of oil and
gas companies and
spoke out against the
funding of geological
exploration.

Independent financial
analyst Andrey Barkhot
noted: ”A prolonged
lack of investment in
geological exploration
and the current produc-
tion capacities of mining
companies may cause a
reduction in the growth
of oil and gas reserves,
and even the depletion of

the resource base. In this
case, the world economy
risks facing an acute
shortage of oil and gas.”

Sanctions – essen-
tially, trade restrictions –
against Russia, the larg-
est player in the natural
resource market, have
greatly exacerbated this
problem. In 2021, the
country’s share in the oil
trade accounted for
about 10% of the global
m a r k e t ,
with coal and natural
gas both coming in at
about 18%. For some re-
gions, the figures were a
lot higher. For example,
Russia provided 45% of
the EU’s gas supply.
However, gas exports
from Russia to the bloc
have fallen by more than

40% since the beginning
of the year, and the
country’s share in the
market has decreased to
9%.

As a result, the supply
of goods and energy is
decreasing while prices
keep growing. In major
Western countries, infla-
tion has reached levels
that are unprecedented in
recent decades. In the
Eurozone, price
growth has either
reached or is approach-
ing double-digit levels.
According to the Euro-
pean Central Bank (ECB),
annual inflation rates in
September reached almost
11 per cent.
Meanwhile, inflation in
the US is also at a 40-year
high, nearing 8 per cent.

Public discussions on
inflation usually re-
semble Winston
C h u r c h i l l ’ s
classic joke about two
economists having three
opinions. Yet, official
statistics provide an un-
ambiguous assessment:
the rise in the cost of en-
ergy is the key factor in
the acceleration of prices.
In the Eurozone, annual
energy price
growth has exceeded 40
per cent, while in the US,
t h e  i n c r e a s e  h a s
been almost 18 per cent.

Every year, the global
economy consumes about
600 exajoules (EJ) of pri-
mary energy. Since 2007,
this volume has grown by
25%. Population growth
is one of the key factors
in increasing energy con-
sumption. By 2050, there
will be another 2 billion
people on earth. At the
same time, the amount of
energy needed to ensure
the livelihoods of 10 bil-
lion people will be
47% higher than cur-
rently. 
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has already started in the agriculture sector. The
work of spreading fertilisers, seeds and pesticides
through the drone system has started. This approach
is intensified at the same rate as human labor is de-
valued and intellectualisation is increasingly
emphasized. 70 to 80 percent of people In the agri-
cultural sector are illiterate. Also, small and marginal
farmers and tenant farmers are important. It is not
possible for them.

This means that the main intention of this policy
is to forcefully remove these small farmers from ag-
riculture and transfer all the land to the corporate
powers and then turn the farmers into labourers. All
farmers should oppose this. If it has to be introduced,
it should be done not in the private sector but in the
public sector with the participation of farmers and
with the cooperation of various states. Farmers and
farmer associations have to deliberate on the issue
as a prime theme. 

Implications of
Digitalisation...

From Page 04

both BJP in the Center and YSRCP in
the state, he warned.

Chalasani Srinivas, Bifurcation
Assurances Saadhana Samithi presi-
dent, while addressing stated that the
BJP government miserably failed in
implementing the bifurcation assur-
ances. By doing so, it has violated the
constitutional spirit. AP government
is instituting criminal cases on those
who are fighting for the justified de-
mand of special status. Democracy in
AP is in danger. Though YSRCP is
having 32 MPs in Parliament, it has
miserably failed to fight on behalf of
the people. Union finance minister
Nirmala Seetharaman is stating fre-
quently that funds will not be released
to Polavaram Project. She is not be-
having as central minister. BJP leaders
are stating that Special status is a
closed chapter. BJP is inciting casteism
and communalism in the state. How-

Special Status for Andhra...
From Page 11

ever, the movement will not stop and
Padayatra on this issue will be
launched, he asserted.

Laxminarsimha Yadav, leader of
Congress while addressing stated that
assurances given in Parliament, a cita-
del of democracy and in the presence
of lord Venkateshwara, are not being
implemented. Why then YSRCP MPs
who cannot press for special package
to backward Rayalaseema region are
there. Chandrababu Naidu is also not
opening his mouth. 

CPI national council secretary Binoy
Viswam MP, Prof Sadasiva Reddy,
vice-president, Saadhana samithi,
Ravula Venkaiah, national president,
AIKS, Kumar Chowdhry Yadav, Sake
Naresh, Lenin Babu, state general sec-
retary, AIYF, state presidents, AISF,
Johnson Babu and Ravindra, and
Paramesh and Subba Rao state lead-
ers of SFI and  AISF respectively also
addressed the protesters.
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– Compiled by C. Adhikesavan

Bilkis Bano approached the Supreme
Court challenging the premature release
of 11 convicts who gangraped her and
murdered seven members of her family
members during the 2002 Godhra riots in
Gujarat. Bano also filed a review
petition challenging the top
court’s May order that permit-
ted the Gujarat government to
decide on the remission of the
convicts, according to a report
by Live Law.

The matter was mentioned
before Chief Justice of India DY
Chandrachud for listing. The CJI
said he will decide whether both
pleas can be heard together and
before the same bench. The
Gujarat government released the
convicts under its remission and
premature release policy on Au-
gust 15 after one of the convicts,
Radheshyam Shah, moved the Supreme
Court. Shah, who had been sentenced to
life imprisonment by a CBI court
in Mumbai in 2008, had completed 15 years
and 4 months in jail. – The Indian Express,
November 30.

***

Setting the stage for a standoff with the
judiciary on appointment of judges, the gov-
ernment has returned 19 of the 21 pending
recommendations by the Supreme Court
Collegium for appointment of High Court
judges.

It is learnt that the recommendations were
returned hours before the Supreme Court

hearing on judicial appointments on Novem-
ber 28. These include 10 names that were
pending after they were reiterated by the
Collegium, and 9 names pending after the first
recommendation. – The Indian Express, No-
vember 30.

***

The Sangrur Police lathi-charged pro-
testing agricultural labourers outside
Punjab chief minister Bhagwant Mann’s
rented accommodation. The labourers
demanded an increase of minimum daily
wages to ¹ 700 under the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee Act

2005 (MGNREGA), implement-
ing five-marla plot schemes for
Dalits and allotment of the third
part of common panchayat
land on lease to the community.
They were protesting under the
flag of Sanjha Mazdoor
Morcha, a joint front of eight
labour unions. Hundreds of ag-
ricultural labourers gathered
near Patiala-Bathinda road in
Sangrur, they marched towards
the chief minister’s rented ac-
commodation.

When they reached outside
the private colony, where

Mann’s residence is located, the police
started using force on them and also resorted
to the lathi-charge. – The Hindustan Times,
November 30.

The 22nd Assembly of
the World Peace
Council (WPC), was
held from November 21 to
27 in Hanoi and the north-
ern province of Quang
Ninh. The event was the
first of its kind to be held
in Vietnam.

The new executive
committee of 40 mem-
bers elected Pallab
Sengupta, general
secretary of the All India
Peace and
Solidarity Organisation
(AIPSO), as president of

World Peace Council’s 22nd Assembly Concludes

Call to Strive for a Just Peaceful World

Newly elected WPC
President Pallab

Sengupta

the WPC with absolute
consensus.

Thanasis Pafilis was
re-elected general secre-
tary of the council, and
Iraklis Tsavdaridis was
elected executive secre-
tary.

The committee also
elected five vice-presi-
dents representing the
Americas, Asia-Pacific,
Middle East, Africa, and
Europe, and 11 members
of the council’s secre-
tariat.

During a meeting with
the WPC delegation, the
President of the Vietnam
Fatherland Front Central
Committee Do Van
Chien emphasized that
Vietnam has suffered
great pains and losses
during wars so the Viet-
namese are deeply
aware of the value of
peace.  

He expressed a wish
that the agenda of the
WPC’s 22nd assembly
will be realized so that

people in the world and
the Vietnamese in par-
ticular can live and
cooperate for common
development in a peace-
ful world.

Leaders of the WPC
and foreign delegates
expressed their respect
for President Ho Chi
Minh and admiration of
Vietnam’s traditions and

achievements. They said
they want to work to-
gether with Vietnam to
maintain world peace
and strive for a fair and
just world order.

The WPC, an
organisation leading the
world peace movement,
gathers 135
organisations of commu-
nist and left-wing parties

Chairman of Vietnam Fatherland Front Do Van Chien and Chairman of
Vietnam Peace Committee Uong Chu Luu congratulating newly elected

WPC president Pallab Sengupta
in more than 100 coun-
tries. From an
international anti-impe-
rialist movement of the
masses, after more than
70 years of development,
it has become part of the
world peace movement
closely cooperating with
international movements
and countries to promote
peace around the globe.
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New Age

Rising up to protest against the stance of RSS-
BJP government to create grounds for making future
of youth uncertain and also to adopt the National
Education Policy which in reality is manifesto of
slavery and exclusion, the All India Youth Federa-
tion and All India Students Federation activists
staged Parliament March-cum-Dharna on Novem-
ber 25, 2022 in New Delhi. Congratulating the
AISF-AIYF leadership for organising the Parliament
March, Communist Party of India general secretary
D Raja said, “Prime Minister Narendra Modi is the
one who seeks support by appealing to the desires
and prejudices of ordinary people rather than by using
rational argument.”

Youth, Students take to Streets for Jobs, Against NEP

AISF-AIYF Parliament March-Dharna
C. Adhikesavan

While addressing
thousands of AIYF-AISF
cadres and leaders who
took part in the Parlia-
m e n t
March-cum-Dharna, D
Raja said, “It is not the
first time that such agita-
tions have been
organised, earlier too our
youth and student activ-
ists have conducted
many such struggles like
‘Job or Jail’.” Attacking
the Union government’s
National Education
Policy (NEP), CPI general
secretary said, “It is a
desperate attempt to
c e n t r a l i s e ,
commercialise and

communalise the educa-
tion system throughout
the country. November
26 is the Constitution
Day. The BJP-RSS govern-
ment is desperately
attempting to dismantle
our Constitution. This is
the biggest challenge
before the youth and stu-
dents of this country. You
have to safeguard this
Constitution given to us
by Dr B R Ambedkar.”

Criticising Amit
Shah’s idea of rewriting
history, he said that it is
the agenda of the RSS.
There is the danger of
fascist take-over of the
country and to

communalise the secular
character of the state,
whereas Dr B R
Ambedkar declared the
Indian state a secular
democratic state.

Regarding the unem-
ployed youth, the CPI
general secretary said
that from the Directive
Principles, it is clear that
the State must ensure
livelihood for people. In
contrast to it, the RSS-BJP
government is privatiz-
ing all the Public Sector
Undertakings (PSUs)
just to benefit Adani and
Ambani, who are looting
the national assets,
whereas the common
people of the country are
losing even their funda-
mental rights. Narendra
Modi is just implement-
ing and imposing the
policies of the economic
agenda of the RSS.

With dwindling em-
ployment opportunities,
the young do not have
any future. Their future
is uncertain. CPI general

secretary D Raja pointed
out that there should not
be any illusion about the
government that they
would do anything for
the young generation.
Parliament has been los-
ing its freedom to
question the government
on various issues. The
‘National Education
Policy’ has been cleared
without any discussion,
leave aside the parlia-
mentary scrutiny, If there
is no Parliament,

There would be no
democracy, Raja said.

There must be a direct
do or die stand demand-
ing the deadlocks to be
resolved, and for that,
young people have to be
mobilized to resist
against the anti-people
policies of the govern-
ment. The RSS-BJP
government must be
dethroned as early as
possible to save democ-
racy as well as the
Constitution, said the CPI
general secretary.

Party national council
secretary Binoy Viswam,

MP, in his address said
that the demands of the
youth and students will
reverberate both inside
and outside Parliament
and compel this govern-
ment to enact BNEGA
“Bhagat Singh National
Employment Guarantee
Act”. The protests
against ‘Agnipath’ re-
flects that the younger
generation wants to have

their future secure.
They are fighting for jobs
and education, CPI
leader said, “The
struggles of AISF and
AIYF are inspirations for
us”.

Thousands of youth
and students from the
nook and corners of the
country took part in the
Parliament March on
November 25 in the na-
tional capital demanding
employment and educa-
tion to all. Despite heavy
police arrangement for
the rally of students and
youth belonging to All
India Youth Federation

On Page 12

D Raja addressing the protesters
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