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NEW DELHI: The Kolar district council of
Karnataka unit of Communist Party of India (CPI)
issued a call to ‘Delhi Chalo’ and organized a pro-
test dharna here on December 14, in the national
capital at Jantar Mantar on demand to implement
the Karnataka High Court recommendationorder
in the year 2001 with regard to the Kolar Gold Fields
(KGFs) and its workers, that are yet to be settled
even after almost 22 years.

Reopen Kolar Gold Fields
Mines: Demand Workers

C  Adhikesavan

The workers and their
families are languishing
since the mines were shut
down due to the anti-
people policies of both
the Central and state gov-
ernments. The Kolar
Goldfields was closed in
2001 by BJP government.

The day long protest
dharna was over after
handing over a memo-
randum to the Union coal
and mines minister.

Through the protest

dharna, the mining work-
ers of Bharat Gold Mines
Ltd (BGML), KGF and
their families are de-
manding that the
miserable plight of work-
ers has to be raised in the
Parliament forum and
reach a permanent solu-
tion by way of 50 percent
arrears VRS(STBP)/VSS
benefits as recom-
mended by the High
Court.

The delegation of the

affected workers and
their families met the CPI
leaders like its general
secretary D. Raja, ex-MP,
Lok Sabha MP K
Subbarayanand the
Rajya Sabha MP P.
Sandosh Kumar, and
handed them over the
copies of the demand list
and requested them to
raise the issue in Parlia-
ment.

In the delegation there
were secretary of Delhi
state unit of CPI Prof
Dinesh Warshney,
Karnataka state unit sec-
retary SundareshSaathi,
Delhi state secretary
AIYF, Sashi Kumar,AIYF
Karnataka state
presidentHarish Bala,
and leader of Kolar
Goldfield R Jothi
Basu,among several oth-
ers.

Along with the charter
of demands given to the
concerned Union minis-
ter, they also spoke to
him to remind that the
Kolar Goldmines have
been closed for 22 years
back and that the govern-
ment is little concerned
about the reopening of
the gold fields, also that
the government has not
settled the final settle-
ment of Rs. 52 crores with
interest. Among the other
demands, there was the
wage-revision which has
not been implemented,
alternative industrial
units have not been cre-
ated, and finally the
workers have not been
given permanent dwell-
ing houses where they
earlier lived in.

For solutions, they
did not want the PEML

industrial units to be
privatized or sold, and
PEML, TCL and contract
operators must be halted
and provided with Rs
35,500.There should be
speedy implementation
of connecting
M a r i k u p p a m -
BichanathanKuppam
railwayroute to Kolar
district with immediate
effect, wanted the work-
ers.

While congratulating
the workers and their
families here CPI general
secretaryD. Raja con-
gratulated the
struggling comrades
from the Kolar fields of
Karnataka for reaching
the national capital just
to intensify their struggle
and to bring to the notice
of the Union government
led by none other than
Narendra Modi.

He said, “Your de-
mands are just and

genuine. You are strug-
gling to restore and
reopen the Kolar
goldmines, which was
the pride of the country
once, that the goldfields
had strengthened the
national economic re-
sources. It was the
symbol of the national
unity and integrity.”

The CPI leader also
said, “The workers and
their families of the gold
fieldshave been pushed
to the brink. They have
been left homeless and
jobless, practically living
under starvation.”

The Union govern-
ment has written off lakhs
and crores of rupees in
the form of loans to mo-
nopolies and big
capitalists, but the poor
workers are exploited
and left in extreme pov-
erty and starvation, said
D Raja. The government

On Page 12
CPI MP Sandosh Kumar addressing workers’

delegation from KGF, Karnataka

CPI general secretary D Raja addressing workers’
delegation from Kolar Gold Fields, Karnataka
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EditorialEditorialEditorialEditorialEditorial
In almost every act of development,

there keeps flowing an undercurrent of
loss. Every beginning is based on the ne-
gation of its preceding one. One glaring
example is that of global warming. There
is smog, wide spread and dense, erosion
destroying the course of streams and riv-
ers that had sheltered the human
settlements for centuries, leading to eco-
logical migration, ozone destruction, the
clearing of tropical forest for timber and
arable land to meet the demands of time,
including that of Amazon, the collapse
of ocean fisheries and other common-ac-
cess resources, and heightened extinction
rates. Here comes the relevance of what
Frederick Engels had said, in his Dialectics
of Nature elaborating on the human-na-
ture antagonism, “...Men destroy it (the
nature) in order to sow crops on the soil
thus released, or to plant trees or vines.”
All the steps that humans take are almost
all planned, while the animals never plan.
Engels said, “...animal merely uses the
environment and brings about changes
in it simply by its presence; man by his
changes makes it serve his ends, masters
it. This is the final essential distinction
between man and other animals, and once
again it is the labour that brings about this
distinction.”  Engels does not stop here
and goes on, “Let us not, however, flat-
ter ourselves over much on account of our
human victories over nature. For each
such victory, nature takes its revenge on
us. Each victory, it is true, in the first place,
brings about results we expected, but in
the second and third places, it has quite
different and unforeseen effects which
only too often cancel the first.”

Engels points out further that with
better understanding of the laws of na-
ture, society was having a better view of

Dialectics of Development and Nature
immediate and long term effects of our ac-
tions in nature. He also discussed the
complexities in the interaction of the natural
and social factors and great importance of
the latter. It is also significant how he deals
with the question at classical political eco-
nomic level. He says that in capitalism and
in all other socio-economic formations pre-
ceding capitalism, one had been concerned
only or mainly with the immediate and
direct results of labour and production
without bothering about the long term eco-
logical effects. Classical political economy,
he said, examines only the social effects of
human actions in the fields of production
and exchange that are only intended to-
wards about immediate production and
sale of these commodities. Citing the ex-
ample of Spanish planters in Cuba that were
concerned only with burning down the
fields to the extent that only bare rocks were
left, he said, “In the present mode of pro-
duction, only concern has been about the
immediate and most tangible results.”

Marx had also brought out details about
environmental loopholes in the British
capitalist society. He wrote interesting
details about pollution and argued along
with Engels that it was essential to have a
strong link between industrial and agricul-
tural production.  In fact Marx and Engels
were the philosophers and scientists who
analysed the society and repeatedly held
responsible the capitalist society for the
worrisome situation. It was the duo of Marx
and Engels who had prepared the blue print
of scientifically organising the downtrod-
den for demanding change in the
exploitative socio-economic system. They
analysed the ecological dangers of the in-
dustrial society scientifically and all their
prophecies have come true. Tsunami, earth-
quakes, droughts and massive floods are
now common, every minute are burning

long stretches of forests, toxic gases
spreading their infections and making
the atmosphere poisonous, promoting
pandemics. All these devastations point
towards the fact that repercussions of an-
archic ‘development’ are let lose. It is time
to take up ecological issues with primary
concern. The threat to nature has become
threat to life on earth. Perhaps it would
need a total revision of earth’s atmo-
sphere, biosphere, noosphere among so
many other dimensions. But as we enter
the end of modernity and reach out to the
post modern days, collective thinking
slowly has been pushed into the past.

It is the singularity of the regime that
takes the final call. Entire approach has
been shifted towards ways that serve the
vested interests. The recent sale of the
forest land is here that unveil the obvi-
ous. Incidents are there when the deal is
cleared and price is collected without
taking into confidence the provincial
governments, despite the fact that the
issue is under concurrent list. Approval
of the victims, the forest inhabitants, is
of no concern. Not even the legal side of
it.  Instead of bringing back the balance
that the criticality of the moment needs
imperatively, the law has been revised
to allow for de- reservation of forest land
and use of it for non-forest purposes.
Noose has started tightening fast. The
changes to be brought in the Forest (Con-
servation) Rules, 2022 are meant to push
the dwellers of the forest to the end, and
the effects it would have are not just for
the people living in the forests but for
ecology itself. Nature stands almost bereft
of its gifts. It is not only forests, rivers and
mountains, but the entire human habi-
tat that is facing the challenge — singular
and almost invincible.

The following is the text
of the statement issued on
December10, 2022, by Dr
Soma Sundar Marla, former
Principal Scientist,Crop
Bioinformatics &
Genomics,ICAR-National
Bureau of Plant Genetic
Resources (NBPGR), New
Delhi along with seven other
experts:

We introduce our-
selves as scientists,
having expertise in the
v a r i o u s
advanceddisciplines of
biology, plant breeding
and environmental sci-

Agri Scientists Oppose GM Mustard
ence and who have
beenfollowing the argu-
ments unfolding in the
Supreme Court on the
matter ofGenetically
Modified (GM) Mustard.
There, the question has
come up as to whether or
not GM mustard hybrid
DMH-11 is an herbicide
tolerant crop.

In Bar-Barnase-Barstar
system, the Bar gene,
which confers tolerance
to herbicide

Phosphinothr ic in
(also known as

Glufosinate) is used in
both the parent plants
with specificpurpose. In
female parent it is used
for maintenance of a fe-
male pure line as well as
toscreen in the required
female plants for hybrid
seed production of DMH-
11, while in maleparent
it is used to ease hybrid
seed production.

Technically, it is the
presence of the gene con-
struct with Bar gene
which defineswhether a
crop is Herbicide Toler-

ant (HT) or not. Given that
both parents of DMH-
11carry the gene
constructs that contains
Bar, which confers herbi-
cide tolerance towards

glufosinate, any off-
spring from such parents
including DMH-11 shall
carry the HT trait.

Therefore not only
parental lines, but DMH-
11 is also tolerant to
herbicide without
anydoubt.

We would like to em-
phasize that, the

presence of the Bar gene
in DMH-11 from boththe
parents as described, is
sufficient for the crop to
tolerate herbicide appli-
cation infarmers’ fields.
It would be technically
unsound to preclude the
possibility that it will
begrown with herbicide
application as an herbi-
cide tolerant (HT) crop by
Indian farmers.

We believe that a cor-
rect understanding of the
scientific facts would

On Page 12
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Communist Party of In-
dia national council
s e c r e t a r y
BinoyViswamdemanded in
Rajya Sabha as a special
mention on December 7,
2022 independent audit by
CAGinto the working of
welfare schemes of Union
government. He saidbecause
of rampant fraud and leaks
in several welfare schemes
funded by theUnion govern-
ment, the intended
beneficiaries, who are bear-
ing the brunt, are adversely
affected.

According to the state-
ment made by the
minister of agriculture
and farmers’ welfare,
over Rs150 crores of
fraud had occurred un-
der the PM-Kisan
Scheme due to ineligible
beneficiaries drawing
the benefits. Several FIRs
have already been filed
in this regard across the
country. Similarly, the
P r a d h a n M a n t r i
BimaFasal Yojana, a
scheme to provide insur-
ance protection to
farmers, who face crop
loss, haspaid abysmally
low sum insurance

Hold CAG Audit of Centre’s Welfare Schemes: CPI
claims to farmers. Farm-
ers have had to face
harrowing distress dueto
such low payouts. Their
distress is further com-
pounded by the
perpetual delays that
farmers face inreceiving
their rightful insurance
claims.

Another project of the
Union government that
was portrayedas one of
its flagship schemes was
the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana, which aims to aid
economicallyweaker
sections of the society in
building homes by pro-
viding subsidized home
loans. This scheme
hasalso fallen prey to
fraud with the CBI hav-
ing uncovered
thousands of crores
worth scams where loans
havebeen granted under
fictitious and
fake names.
Considering the
magnitude of
the scams in
question, the
government can
no longer afford
to remain silent.
There is an ur-
gent need for the

g o v e r n m e n t
toimmediately conduct
an independent audit by
the CAG into the work-
ings of these schemes,
prosecutethe culprits,
and restructure the
schemes to check such
frauds.

Refer Wild Life (Pro-
tection) Amendment

Bill to MPs Panel
Taking part in the dis-

cussion on the Wild Life
(Protection) Amendment
Bill, 2022, BinoyViswam
questioned the purpose
of the Bill and the inten-
tion of the government
behind the Bill. He re-
minded the government
and the minister that our
traditional scripts say the
whole universe is one.
BinoyWiswam said, “I
am a communist and I
share that view.This

earth has a place for the
wildlife and plants also.
All living beings
shouldhave a place here.
That is the concept.”

CPI leader further
elaborated that Karl
Marx had said that man
lives on nature, that is,
nature is his bodywith
which he must have sym-
biotic ties with continual
change. To say physical
and spiritual life is
linked to nature means
that nature islinked to
itself, for man is a part of
nature. Thisidea is not
being shared by the Bill.
Intent and modern scien-
tific outlook also was
ignored. We again re-
member Marxherewhen
he said that no one is
owner of the entire soci-
ety, or all those
simultaneously existing

s o c i e t i e s
takentogether
are not the own-
ers of the earth.
They are simply
its beneficiaries
and have
tobequeath it in
an evolved state
to succeeding
g e n e r a t i o n s .

That is our duty, ob-
served BinoyWiswam.

He added that this
government is commit-
ted to ParisAgreement.
We chair the G-20, he
said, “In that way, we are
committed to bio-diver-
sity, to environment,
andto wildlife also.
Many of the provisions of
the Billcontradict the Bio-
logical Diversity Act.
This is a trade-oriented
amendment. This is
mainly for traders and
traders are for profits.
Wildlife and all its
subsidiaryparts are for
international trade —
International Trade in
Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora.
The Bill talks of cities,
which again is regarding
trade only. It even affects
the lives of the wild
bees,which areimportant
for the country and
economy. All these basic
a p p r o a c h e s
areforgotten.”

He requested to refer
the Bill to a
StandingCommitteefor
proper debate and dis-
cussion to make it
foolproof. 

CPI national execu-
tive member Sandosh
Kumar P raisingduring
the zero hour on Decem-
ber 8, 2022 the issue of
problems faced by Gig
workers demanded in-
tervention by the
government to protect
the basic labour and hu-
man rights of Gig
Workers. According to
the reports of the NITI
Aayog, we have,at least,
eight million Gig work-
ers, mainly online food
delivery workers in this
country. So, in many
parts, especially, Cochin,
Bangaluru and
Ahmedabad, Gig work-
ers are on strike and
theirdemands are very
genuine. Therefore, he

Protect Rights of Gig Workers
urged the government to
intervene and protectthe
basic labour and human
rights of these gig work-
ers.

For example, they are
getting just Rs 5 for a
delivery and out of these
Rs 5, they have to bear the
fuel cost also. We do not
have any lawsto protect
the genuine interests of
these Gig workers. More-
over, there is no
provisionof ESI, Provi-
dent Fund or anything
related to the social secu-
rity. So,there is an urgent
need for government’s
intervention. According
to the NITI Aayog, there
is a chance of the number
of Gig workers touching
24 million within next

four, five years.
In the light of the

above, he requested the
government to take nec-
essary steps to convene
a meeting of country
heads of theseonline plat-
forms and there must be
an initiative to protect the
interests of these work-
ers.
Prohibit Black Magic

and Superstitions
While asking for pro-

hibiting black magic and
superstition, Sandosh
Kumar P, in Rajya Sabha
on December 7, 2022 in
special mention hour
said that Article 51 A of
Indian Constitution
makes striving for evolu-
tion of scientific temper
the basic duty of an In-

dian citizen. He said that
in our country, every day
the news of black magic
practiceskeep pouring in
from different parts.
Some time, whenthe
practice is in progress, it
leaves injuries and leads
even to death. It is  vio-
lation of the fundamental
right to life mentioned in
the Constitution in its
Article 21. According to
national Crime Record
Bureau, in 2021, while for
other reasons there were
six fetal incidents re-
ported, the practice of
black magic caused no
less than 68 murders. In
2020, black magic caused
88 deaths, while eleven
were registered caused
by other crimes. Our
present Penal Code is

incapable of restraining
such practices. Article
302 in Indian Penal code
comes to the crime scene
only after the murder is
already committed.
There are several states
that have taken measures
to stop and punish those
involved in such prac-
tices, but still there is no
law to handle them ad-
equately and since there
is no such law, there is no
definition of the blacks
magic available. It is high
time now that the govern-
ment should take into
consideration such un-
scientific practices and
initiate the process to
prepare a detailed defi-
nition to identify these
practices at national
level and implement it in
all the states. 
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CPI leader M Selvaraj
urged the government on
December 8, 2022 to con-
centrate more on
promotion of sports. He
was participating in the
discussion on the need to
promote sports in India
and steps taken by the
government in this re-
gard under Rule 193.

He said that many
MPs, especially Karti P
Chidambaram and
Kanimozhi have given
their valuable sugges-
tions. India is a vast
country having a popu-
lation of more than 130
crores. We need to con-
centrate more on
promotion of sports in
order to make our coun-
try much stronger. The
youth of this country
should have a clear and
strong mind besides
good health so as to make
our country a stronger

Focus on Promotion of Sports: CPI
one. Sports can only make
this happen. It is only
through this sector we
can strengthen our
young minds with clar-
ity of thought.

He welcomed the
‘Khelo India’
programme, aimed to
promote sports in the
country. It is a very
special scheme. Say-
ing many MPs have
opined that allocation
of funds to the sports
ministry should be
increased, he urged
the minister to enhance
the allocation of funds
for sports. Though
Kabaddi is the national
game of our country, the
importance this govern-
ment gives to the
national game remains
under a question mark.

Mahatma Gandhi
spoke about Gram
Swaraj. We have to iden-

tify the talented
sportspersons in the ru-
ral areas. The
government shouldtake
forward the process of
identification of such
talented sportspersons.
Talent hunt is need of the
hour.  Thousands of
youth of our country get

training in sports without
even having proper
sports uniform or shoes
to wear or a healthy diet.
The government should
look into this, he said. We
watch only cricket on our
television sets. Cricket is
a good game. At the
same time, we should
give priority to promo-
tion of various other

sports too in the country.
CPI leader said men-

tioning Kanimozhi that
there is so much of poli-
tics in sports. Even factors
like religion and caste do
harm to sports. She nar-
rated the story of
Dronacharya and the sac-
rifice made by Eklavya

by offering his
thumb as Guru
Dakshina. This is
called untouchabil-
ity. We should
know how this un-
touchability has

affected sports. He re-
quested the minister to
clarify how many Dalit
sportspersons are there
in our country. We talk
about equality and so-
cial justice in our
country. But to speak of
the whole community,
how many of them are
taking part in sports? We
should develop such a

culture. Only then, our
country can develop and
compete with other
countries in the world,
especially in the arena of
sportsarena. Members
mentioned about Qatar.
Qatar is a small country.
But it has carved a niche
in the field of sports. Our
country, with a popula-
tion 133 crores is placed
at 50thposition. It is a
matter of pain and con-
cern. Sports should be
included in our curricu-
lum from primary level
to college level as a man-
datory clause. Moreover,
we should not only iden-
tify the talented
sportspersons from rural
areas, but also nurture
them in various sports.
Only then, we can create
more number of
sportspersons in various
sports like kabbadi,
hockey and basketball.

POCSO incongruity
Chief Justice of India DY Chandrachud on December 3, 2022

made an important call for legislative reform to address the
gap in law that often leads to criminalisation of adolescent re-
lationships. Speaking at the National Annual Stakeholders
Consultation on Child Protection, the CJI expressed a “grow-
ing concern” underlined by several high courts. A stringent
legislation, the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act criminalises all sexual activity for minors, that
is, those under the age of 18 years. Cases involving consensual
sexual activity of teenagers often end up facing the full force
of law. “In my time as a judge, I have observed that this cat-
egory of cases poses difficult questions for judges across the
spectrum,” the CJI said, urging that the issue must be consid-
ered by the legislature in light of reliable research by experts
in adolescent healthcare.

The National Family Health Survey-5, 2019-21 (NFHS-5)
shows 39 per cent of women had their first sexual intercourse
before the age of 18 years. The POCSO Act, introduced in 2012
increased the age of consent from 16 to 18 years. The Indian
Penal Code and other laws were subsequently modified to
ensure cohesion with POCSO. Since the law leaves little room
for discretion by trial courts, parties are often forced to approach
the high courts for leniency. Invoking the “Romeo-Juliet ex-
ception,” many high courts cautiously acquit the accused in
cases involving consensual sexual activity between minors aged
between 16-18 years. But not all judges use the discretion simi-
larly. In a 2021 decision, the Madras High Court cautioned that
“it does not help matters to avoid acknowledging that the so-
ciety is changing and influencing people’s identity and
cognition, constantly.”

Even when POCSO was enacted, policy makers were alive
to this incongruity. A draft Bill specified that statutory rape
would be triggered for minors between 16-18 years only in cir-
cumstances such as use of force. This was, however, dropped
when the Bill was tabled in Parliament. There are valid con-

cerns that adding a defence of consensual sexual activity could
lead to putting the complainant’s conduct on trial or encour-
age parties to enter into a “compromise”. This is where
stakeholder consultation and careful drafting to ensure the spirit
of the law is upheld is important. Parliament must take notice
and reexamine the law.

Courtesy: The Indian Express

Unnecessary mystery
Every few months a Supreme Court or high court judge re-

cusing from a case makes news.  There have been several recusals
in Bombay high court of late. This week SC’s Justice Bela M
Trivedi recused from hearing Bilkis Bano’s challenge against
the premature release of 11 murder-gangrape convicts. Ordi-
narily judges recuse over conflict of interest. Sometimes, litigants
point this out to a judge, who may not be themselves aware of
such a conflict. Judges then decide whether to recuse or not.
There are also instances where despite a judge revealing what
can be construed as “interest” both parties didn’t fear bias.

While some judges mention in open court why they are re-
cusing, often judges don’t give reasons. The NJAC judgment,
in which Justice Khehar’s continuance on the five-judge bench
was challenged, saw different shades of judicial opinion. Jus-
tice Kurian Joseph argued for the desirability of specifying
reasons for recusal, as it would meet constitutional norms of
transparency. Justice Lokur demurred as a judicial order would
make it legally contestable at a higher forum but noted that
“procedural and substantive rules” were needed, given growing
frequency of recusal pleas. Justices Chelameswar and Goel
argued that “real danger” or “reasonable apprehension” of bias
must be proven, where a judge’s interest isn’t financial.

Stating reasons for recusal forestalls all sorts of conjectures
about the judge. It would curb attempts at forum shopping,
which also involves attempts to force a judge to recuse with-
out specifying reasons. When this happens, rumours fly thick
and fast in legal circles over political pressures, etc. But if rules
mandating judges to specify reasons for recusal were framed,
every judge would have to comply and the system would greatly
benefit from the resultant transparency.

Courtesy: The Times of India
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Recent reports that
Indian Space Research
Institute (ISRO) is col-
laborating with Indian
Council for Historical
Research (ICHR) to study
India’s contribution to
science and to establish
that India has been
‘Vishwa Guru’ (World
leader) in the advance-
ment of science have to be
viewed with caution. As
reported in Hindustan
Times, the ICHR and
ISRO will shortly sign a
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) to take
up the project titled “His-
tory of Indian Science
and Technology”.  The
project will cost Rs.1.5
crore. The information
about India’s rich history
of science and technol-
ogy will be collected
from the ancient religious
scriptures. RSS outfit
Vijnana Bharati, which
promotes “swadeshi sci-
ence, had conceived the
idea of “Akash Tatva,”
conference with the aim
to introduce the youth to
the ‘wisdom of ancient
science along with mod-
ern scientific
advancements’.

It is always a matter of
pride to trace one’s his-
tory in every field
including in science. But
all such work has to be
based on evidence and
not on prejudiced be-
liefs. Looking at the track
record of those who are
out to promote such
ideas, one wonders
whether such an exercise
will be purely scientific
as is being said or only to
eulogise our past with
the aim to arouse ultra
nationalist feelings.

In a society where be-
lief system is very
powerful, it is not diffi-
cult to mobilize people
on myths. A very authori-
tative example of this is
when in 1995 the statues
of Lord Ganesha sud-
denly started drinking
milk. There was mad
rush outside the temples
to offer the Lord’s statue
with milk to earn favours
and blessings. Before the
whole story could be
unfolded, the statues

ISRO-ICHR Project Smacks of Anti-science Views
stopped drinking milk
in a few hours. Who con-
ceived this idea, is still
not known? But message
is that in blind belief
people get swayed away
even by an idea like this
which on the very
thought appears to be
unscientific and absurd.

Many controversial
papers have been pre-
sented at the Indian
Science Congresses (ISC)
– the largest gathering of
its kind in the country in
the recent years. In 2015,
the first ISC held after
Narendra Modi became
the prime minister, there
was huge controversy
when one speaker in-
vited to the plenary
claimed that “planes
were invented in the
Vedic Age by a sage”.
Even before the speaker
delivered the talk, an
online petition endorsed
by 200 had demanded
that the scheduled lecture
should be cancelled as it
“mixes mythology with
science and misleads
people”.

In 2019, Andhra Uni-
versity vice-chancellor
G. Nageshwara Rao and
independent researcher
KJ Krishnan also made a
series of unfounded
claims, including that the
Kauravas were “born
with the help of stem cell
and test tube technolo-
gies”; Ravana had “24
types of aircraft and air-
ports in Lanka”; and that
“guided missiles were
present in India thou-
sands of years ago”. The
promoters of these ideas
mince no words. Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi has also said that
the science in India was
so much developed in
the past that we could
transplant the head of an
elephant on the human
body. No wonder
Gaumutra and cow dung
were promoted as cure
for the COVID and non-
evidence based Coronil
of Ramdev was pro-
moted by the former
health minister Dr Harsh
Vardhan.

That some scientists

and educationists sub-
scribe to such ideas is a
matter of serious con-
cern. Astrophysicst
Jayant Narlikar, has
criticised these Indian
scientists who have
made outlandish claims
about scientific knowl-
edge that ancient Indians
had. This only dimin-
ishes the respect for
achievements that are
backed by evidence.
“But we shouldn’t claim
things of which there is
no evidence or proof as
it reduces the credibility
of what our scientists
have achieved in the past.
Even the West recognizes
the knowledge of math-
ematics held by Indians.
If we start making out-
landish claims, the
scientific community of
world will not look up to
us as it does now,” he said
in 2015.

We all are proud of the
contributions of our sci-
entists in the ancient
times. We have on record
the contribution of
Aryabhatta (476 to 550
AD) author of several
treatises on mathematics
and astronomy; Charak,
the physician around 100
BCE; Sushruta, the sur-
geon around 800 BCE.
The concept of Zero
which Indian mathema-
tician gave to the world
is a matter to be proud of.
The civilizations of
Harappa and
Mohenjedaro are amaz-
ing. We have marvelous
archaeological monu-
ments. The paintings in
Ajanta Ellora are a big
scientific feat in addition
to the art they exhibit. One
gets astonished how at
the time when we had
very little technology, all
this happened.

Science is a dynamic
process. It has taught us
that everything is in
motion. Science is never
dogmatic and amenable
to accept newer ideas,
thoughts and develop-
ments. For example the
smallest particles in the

ancient times were con-
sidered to be
Panchbhuta (Earth, Wa-
ter, Fire, Air and Space).
This means that are the
elements which form the
life system. But with the
advancement of science
we have come to know
that the much smaller
atomic particles form the
basis of whole living and
non-living in the uni-
verse.

Mankind has pro-
gressed from the
primitive times to the
modern human society
through human labour.
Every step forward
taken by the human so-
ciety from the primitive
time is based on contem-
porary scientific work.
Primitive man used stone
as the basic tool. He learnt
to kill the animal with
that tool which he had to
do earlier with hands. He
learnt to light the fire by
striking two stones
against each other. The
process never stopped.
Much of scientific devel-
opments occurred
during the period of re-

naissance in Europe. The
speed of scientific devel-
opments changed from
time to time. With the
present technology of
microchips this speed
has grown in multiples.

Spreading falsehood
persistently will make
the upcoming genera-
tions to believe in these
things as truth. More so
because opposite ideas
will be made to disap-
pear from the discourse
in the media or even sci-
entific gatherings.

Scientists have lots of
challenges in the present
times and have to make
a louder voice to call
spade a spade and ex-
pose the subtle designs
of these forces. It is unfor-
tunate that even several
doctors and scientists
were out in the streets to
‘clap’ and ‘bang thalies’
in the belief to quell the
Novel Corona virus at a
call given by the Prime
Minister. This was prob-
ably yet another test of
people’s mind-set after
the incident of statues
drinking milk. 

Dr Arun Mitra

CPI Condoles Demise of
Comrade R C Singh

The National Secre-
tariat of the Communist
Party of India issued the
following statement on
December 10, 2022 con-
doling the death
Comrade R C Singh:

Comrade R C Singh
(Ram Chandra Singh), former member of Rajya
Sabha and former invitee to the National Coun-
cil of the Communist Party of India, breathed his
last at AIIMS, New Delhi, on December 10, 2022.
He was undergoing dialysis in AIIMS.

Com R C Singh was the member of the CPI West
Bengal secretariat and president of West Bengal
state committee of AITUC. He was a renowned
leader of colliery workers.

As soon as the news reached party’s national
headquarters General Secretary D Raja along with
national council member Dr A A Khan rushed to
AIIMS and conveyed party’s and his personal
condolences to his two sons.

The National Secretariat conveys party’s con-
dolences to his wife and other bereaved members
of the family.
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The following is the
text of message of greet-
ings from All India
Forward Bloc delivered
by secretary G
Devarajan to the 24th

Congress of Communist
Party of India:

At the very outset, I on
behalf of our party, the All
India Forward Bloc, the
party founded by Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose
extends our sincere and
warm greetings to the
historical 24th Congress
of Communist Party of
India.

This Party Congress
comes at a time when the
left parties and the pro-
gressive movements are
facing major challenges
from right-wing reaction-
ary parties and
communal forces. The
ruling clique is advanc-
ing by destroying the
time-proven secular tra-
ditions and democratic
practices of our country.
The government led by
Narendra Modi is de-
stroying every essence of
our Constitution under

‘Strengthen Left, Secular, Democratic Unity’

the shadow of brute ma-
jority. The whole nation
is witnessing how the
veneer of the democratic
fabric is being peeled off,
layer by layer by the gov-
ernment of the day. It is
a fact that the government
engages in such activi-
ties by taking maximum
advantage of the dis-
unity in the opposition
ranks.

The country is facing
serious crises in all sec-
tors. The economic
growth of the country is
going down day by day
and the nation is cur-
rently facing high
underlying inflation,
which causes the rise of
prices of all essential
commodities. Most of
the micro, small, and
medium enterprises
were closed due to de-
monetization and
unscientific GST imple-
mentation. Millions of
workers have lost their
jobs and their livelihood.
The value of Indian ru-
pee is sharply declining
under the Modi regime.

At the time of indepen-
dence (1947), one can
buy a US dollar with one
Indian rupee but today
we have to spend Rs
82.65 to buy a US Dollar.
It was Rs 63 when Modi
assumed the power in
2014.

Devaluation of cur-
rency means reduction in
the external value of the
domestic currency. A
weaker currency will
further escalate im-
ported commodity
prices and lead to a higher
inflation. As an attempt
to check the inflation, the
desperate RBI has taken
certain measures. But
despite all these exer-
cises, the prices of all
essential commodities
are still too high for the
common man to afford.
Albeit, the government is
mocking the public per-
ception by claiming that
the country’s economy is
on the rise despite this
serious crisis.

Unemployment in the
country is increasing.
Not only unemploy-
ment, under
employment is also in-
creasing in our country.
Young people are
scrambling for a steady
income job. By imple-
menting the unscientific
and dangerous
‘Agnipath’ scheme, the
government has ruined
the dreams of young
people to at least join the
army. The farmers are
struggling for their sur-
vival. They defeated the
black laws brought
against them by the gov-
ernment with organized
strength and unity. The
workers are struggling
against the codification
of labour laws and
privatization of national
and natural assets.

The hard earned rights
of the workers have been
sabotaged in the name of

ease of doing business.
The employees of the
Banks, Insurance, Coal,
Post and Telegraph, port
and Docks, Defence
equipment production,
Railways and the work-
ers of unorganized
sectors are up in arms
against the government
and struggling for their
survival.

Democracy is also fac-
ing serious challenges
under the Modi regime.
Pipers of the administra-
tion mislead the nation
that the country and the
government are one and
the same. The govern-
ment is trying to send a
terrifying message that
those who speak out
against the policies of the
government and for the
victims of anti-demo-
cratic struggles will be
imprisoned. Freedom of
the media has been sup-
pressed by the
government. India’s
ranking in the World
Press Freedom Index has
fallen down to 150th po-
sition from last year’s
142nd rank out of 180
countries across the
globe. Drastic controls
on information, obstruct-
ing the dissemination of
articles and videos, in-
timidation by the
security forces and other
enquiry agencies, every
kind of judicial harass-
ment and violation of the
confidentiality of sources
— the list of press free-
dom violations by the
authorities is unworthy
of a democracy. Our
party is of the opinion
that the time has come for
the people to unite be-
yond party politics
against the anti-demo-
cratic and anti-secular
attitude of the govern-
ment and its mentor, the
Sangh Parivar. Only the
movement of the people
can resist and defeat the
arrogant austerity of
power.

When the country is
facing very serious eco-
nomic and labour
problems, the govern-
ment is trying to divert
public attention by in-
flaming religious rivalry
without discussing any
such issues.

It is the need of the
hour that left unity
should be strengthened
than ever before. Left
unity should not be built
on temporary parliamen-
tary profit and loss. This
unity must be fostered
through collective mass
struggles and through
the unity of the mass or-
ganizations. In this
regard, joint struggles
and programmes con-
ducted by the Central
Trade Unions can be
modelled. The other
mass organizations of the
left parties should think
loudly about how to or-
ganize joint programme
against the anti-people
policies of the govern-
ment. The CPI has to play
an important role in this
direction.

We are confident that
this historic Party Con-
gress of CPI will
certainly chalk out de-
tailed strategy to
strengthen the unity of
left, secular, democratic
forces across the country.
We are of the firm opin-
ion that such unity is the
need of the hour when
our great nation is being
lacerated by the commu-
nal divisive forces.

Once again we wish all
success to the 24th Party
Congress of CPI and hope
that this process of ex-
change of views will
certainly strengthen the
fraternal relation be-
tween our two parties
and will streamline the
process of left, secular
and democratic unity.

Jai Hind.
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STUDY &
STRUGGLE

According to education
ministry, 6,549 positions
across 45 central univer-
sities have been vacant.
Many believe absorbing
the ad-hoc and guest fac-
ulty members will help.

Faculty shortage has
plagued central universi-
ties since the 1980s but the
number of vacant posi-
tions has been increasing
year after year. In a
parliamentary reply from
July, the Ministry of Edu-
cation stated that there
were a total of 6,549 vacant
faculty positions across 45
central universities.

Delhi University
topped the list with 900
vacancies with Allahabad
University coming in sec-
ond with 622 vacant
positions.

Faculty members from
central and state univer-
sities have their own
theories as to why the
shortage persists, includ-
ing budget constraints,
low quality of applicants
and remote locations of
universities.

As a result of this short-
age, more and more
professors are complain-
ing of being overburdened,
claiming that with under-
staffed universities, the
classroom strength has in-
creased to 100-150 and
their working hours have
increased to 18 per day.

Temporary and ad-hoc
teachers have
been running the show at
Delhi University for a
while. But the October
upheaval in the university
due to the selection of per-
manent faculty led to
about 70 per cent of them
being displaced, they
claim.

An ad-hoc faculty
member at Delhi Univer-
sity said that despite
having taught at the uni-
versity for seven years
now there is no job secu-
rity. They are losingtheir
jobs anytime and the
stressful atmosphere is not
helping.

Union Minister of State

Indian Universities Facing Faculty
Shortage, Budget Constraints

for Education Dr Subhas
Sarkar, in a reply earlier
this year, said that the
ministry of education has
requested all the central
higher educational institu-
tions to fill up the vacancies
in mission mode within a
period of one year starting
from September 5, 2021.
“Since August 2021, 4,807
posts in central universities
have been advertised for
which the selection pro-
cesses are on,” he added.

The first deadline has
passed but the situation
shows no signs of im-
provement.

Some professors believe
there is a dearth of quali-
fied professors in the
country, while others be-
lieve that the guest and

ad-hoc faculty should be
absorbed to eliminate the
vacancies.

Rohit, an assistant pro-
fessor at Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU) was of
the view that the simple
way to overcome this prob-
lem is to increase the
budgetary expenditure on
education. “On average a
single professor mentors
about 22 students in the
Masters’ department in
JNU. The workload on
professors has increased
when it comes to tasks like
question paper setting,
teaching optional papers
or setting entrance tests,”
he said.

With an increased bur-
den on professors, they
will not be able to effec-
tively mentor PhD students
leading to fewer potential
academicians. He also

emphasised the need for
keeping the public educa-
tion system affordable, if
not, he said that more eli-
gible candidates will shift
towards foreign educa-
tion.

RajenHarshe, former
vice-chancellor of the
University of Allahabad,
was of the opinion that the
faculty vacancies are an
outcome of the poor qual-
ity of candidates in the
country. He believes that
selection of a poorly quali-
fied candidate stands to
hurt the universities.

“Selection stands to
hurt more than rejection.
I have been on the board
of several selection com-
mittees where we have
selected nobody. It is im-

portant to have professors
who are solely focused on
academics, they should be
chosen on domain exper-
tise and not on other
considerations like caste,
religion or politics. Univer-
sities don’t require political
ideologues but scholars
and scientists who are dis-
passionate critics of social
and natural realities,” he
said.

According to Harshe,
political motives and poor
training of PhD candidates
are two distinct but impor-
tant factors which make a
candidate unfit for a
professor’s role. He added
that he was against the
idea of ‘inbreeding’ or uni-
versities hiring their own
doctoral students as pro-
fessors. This, he says,
restricts the growth of per-
spective.

“All 16 central univer-
sities created by the 2009
Act of Parliament have
been set up in remote ru-
ral locations, or what we
refer to as the ‘back of be-
yond’,”.

He said the low student
turnout and “off-grid”
geographical setting make
it understandable if profes-
sors don’t wish to take jobs
here. “The location of a
university is very impor-
tant and decides factors like
infrastructure, quality of
life and the quality of edu-
cation.”

Infrastructure, he
added, “is not just limited
to buildings but also to fa-
cilities like food, internet,
campus life, access to com-
munication and
transport”.
New UGC norms don’t
align with DU system,

say teachers
Teachers, however,

wondered if DU will be
able to exercise its au-
tonomy if UGC were to
impose the new norms on
all universities. Abha Dev
Habib, who teaches phys-
ics at Miranda House, said,
“I appreciate the DU vice
chancellor’s position but
one has to take into ac-
count past developments.
Over the years, the role of
the university and the
teachers has been reduced.
We saw this in the impo-
sition of the CBCS. It will
be a big tragedy if DU is not
able to exercise its au-
tonomy.”

She said the university
was in the process of get-
ting used to a new system
that had been imposed this
year and more changes
would thrust it into an
adverse situation. “We
have just rolled out a new
programme. We have not
been able to prepare the
entire coursework for any
course. The entire syllabi
are not known. Students
have just come to the uni-
versity without really
knowing the course con-
tent. Another round of
changes will destabilise

the university,” said
Habib.

With the University
Grants Commission
(UGC) preparing new
norms for undergraduate
degrees, Delhi University
(DU) teachers have raised
concerns about the impact
of the new framework on
the university, whose un-
dergraduate framework is
at variance with the new
draft guidelines

According to the UGC’s
“Curriculum and credit
framework for four-year
u n d e r g r a d u a t e
programmes (FYUP)”,
which is expected to come
out next week, students
will be awarded a
bachelor’s degree after
three years and an under-
graduate honours degree
only after completing a
four-year course. This
doesn’t align with DU’s
undergraduate curricu-
lum framework, which
offers a bachelor’s with
honours degree after three
years.

DU teachers have also
raised concerns about the
inconsistency between the
credit requirement out-
lined in the undergraduate
c u r r i c u l u m
frameworkand the UGC
framework. According to
UGC, as many as 40 cred-
its will be required for a
certificate, 80 will be
needed for a diploma, 120
for a degree and 160 cred-
its will be needed for a
degree with honours and
research. DU’s under-
graduate curriculum
framework, however,
proposed 176 credits for a
four-year honours and
research degree.
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This is the biography of an unusual leader from Tamilnadu. The ances-
tors of R Kissan hailed from Rajputana, who came generations back to the
areas of what was Madras Presidency then. They might have come in the
wake of Moghal incursions into the South. Kissan’s father’s name was M
Ratan Singh. Kissan was born in 1910 near VandiPudur, Tamilnadu. The
family shifted to PeelaMedu, Coimbatore, in 1926.

R Kissan: From Self Respect

Kissan pursued his
SSLC (secondary school
leaving course) in 1929.
In the meantime, his fa-
ther expired. Therefore,
he did not sit for any fur-
ther exams. He got some
training in cooperative
banking work. Thereaf-
ter, he was in
Cooperative Bank ser-
vice for eight years.

He sympathized with
the civil disobedience
movement, which broke
out in 1930. He was told
that a reputed lawyer,
Balaji, was beaten up by
the Police during a
satyagraha, which had a
deep impact on his mind.

In Self Respect
Movement

Bhagat Singh was
hanged in 1931, which
created quite a stir. EV
Ramaswami Naicker
(EVR) was so infused
that he said he would
have been glad to be
hanged like that, and that
each and every province
should produce two or
three‘Bhagat Singhs’.

At that time,
SelfRespect Movement
was launched widely. It
was a movement
launched in south India
with the aim of achieving
a society without caste
and cultural discrimina-
tion. It was basically an
anti-Brahminic social
reform movement. It en-
couraged the backward
and downtrodden castes
to achieve ‘selfrespect’ in
a society dominated by
Brahminical caste hierar-
chy. It was founded in
1925 by S Ramanathan,
who invited EV

Ramaswamy (‘Periyar’)
to head it. According to
him, ‘selfrespect’ could
be achieved only when

differentiation between
upper and lower castes
was abolished. In Tamil,
it was called ‘suya
mariyadai’ (Self Re-
spect).

Kissan launched
‘Swayam Mariadai
Valibar Sangam’(Self
Respect Youth League)
in 1932 in Coimbatore. It
wasthefirst Sangam to
celebrate May Day in
Tamilnadu.Jeevanandam
was building up the
Communist movement
in the province. Kissan
met Jeevanandam in
August 1931 during the
third conference of the
SelfRespect Movement in
Virudhanagar. Then on-
wards they were close
comrades. Jeevanandam

used to stay with Kissan
at Erode for two to three
months every year.

These people came to
be known as
‘selfrespecters’. They
had their own differences
with Gandhiji. At first the
SelfRespect Movement
only carried on propa-
ganda on social
problems. After 1930, M
Singaravelu wrote many
articles on socialism and
economic questions in
‘KudiArasu’ (‘Repub-
lic’), EVR’s paper. The
self-respecters including
Kissan were very much
influenced by these ar-
ticles.

Singaravelu, with the
help of Saklatvala, man-
aged to get passports for
EVR, S Ramanathan and
Ramu to travel to USSR.
They also visited En-

gland, France and other
countries.

Ramanathan devel-
oped serious differences
with EVR and later
started a separate maga-
zine titled ‘The
Rationalist’. EVR was
very impressed with
USSR. Soon after his re-
turn, he convened a
SelfRespect conference at
Erode. It was presided
over by M Singaravelu.
A program of socialism
was adopted. Kissan
and others were attracted
to the ideas of socialism.
But EVR was not pre-
pared to accept this line,
and demarcated himself
from the socialist trend in
1935.

Self Respect
Socialist Party
By this time, several

others from Coimbatore
and elsewhere, started
getting inclined towards
communism. They orga-
nized a separate
‘Socialist SelfRespect’
conference, and estab-
lished SelfRespect
Socialist Party, with
Jeevanandam as the sec-
retary. A newspaper
called ‘Samadhanam’
began to be published.

The first conference of
the SelfRespect Socialist
Partywas held in Tiruchi
in 1935-36. It was inaugu-
rated by the famous CPI
and working class leader
SA Dange. Dange
stressed the following
points in his speech:

1. The party should
not confine its activities
to Tamilnadu alone.

2. Socialism was not
possible under slavery;
therefore, first the fight
for national indepen-
dence had to be
conducted.

3. Organize the
downtrodden, such as
labourers, peasants,

youth, women etc.
4. Join the Indian

National Congress be-
cause it is wasan all India
organization fighting for
independence.

5. Organize the
Congress Socialist Party
(CSP) and work within it.

Congress
Socialist Party
Accordingly, Kissan

and all others joined the
Congress Socialist Party
(CSP). The first confer-
ence of the Congress
Socialist Party was held
in Salem in 1936. It was
presided over by Dinkar
Mehta. R Kissan along
with others actively
worked in it. It was de-
cided in the conference
to support the Congress
candidates in the forth-
coming elections. Kissan
and Jeevanandam
worked for Congress in
Erode in 1937. After the
elections, a Congress
conference was held in
Madurai, and simulta-
neously a conference of
the CSP was also held.
MadduriAnnapurnaiah
from Andhra and K
Damodaran from Kerala
also attended.

After the conference, R
Kissan resigned from his
job and became a whole-
timer.

In Ooty
Kissan was trans-

ferred in his job to Ooty
in 1935. He built up youth
leagues and conducted
propaganda. Russian
Revolution Day was cel-
ebrated in Ooty on
November 7, 1935, pre-
sided over by
Muniswami Pillai. Due
to these activities, he was
transferred again to
Erode taluk, where he
worked up to 1937. Later,
after elections, he be-
came a whole-timer.

Comrade R. Kissan, 1910–1990
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 Biographies of
Communist
Leaders-77
Anil Rajimwale

Movement to Communism
Marriage

Kissan’s marriage in
1933 was an ideal one
(‘aadarshvivah’). It was an
inter-caste marriage, pre-
sided over by the leaders
of the selfrespect move-
ment. A big procession
on this occasion was
brought out in Erode.

Congress
ministry and

workers’
movement

After the formation of
Congress ministry in
Madras Province, the first
strike of textile workers
took place in Laxmi
mills. Those days, the
Socialist Workers Union
was the most powerful.
NS Ramaswami

Ayyangar, a Congress-
man, was a leading figure
since 1920s. Later the CSP
members and support-
ers and the communists
became strong in the
labour movement. Ac-
cording to R Kissan,
workers of Coimbatore
were under the influence
of Srinivas Iyengar and C
Basudev. In the elections
of 1937, the Congress
candidate NG
Ramaswami Naidu had
defeated Basudev, the
Justice Party candidate.
This gave a boost to the
workers’ movement in
Coimbatore and else-
where. Kissanworked
hard to consolidate the
gains in the new situa-
tion.

Later on, Basudev fell
into a minority, but still

refused to resign. He re-
fused to hand over the
minutes of the union.
Workers complained to
Ramanathan, who ad-
vised them to organize a
new union. The new
union, formed in 1936,
was named Coimbatore
Socialist Textile Work-
ers’ Union. S Ramanathan
was made its president.

Soon after the forma-
tion of the Congress
ministry, workers’ strike
broke out in the Laxmi
Mills, Pappanaicken
palayam, as a result of  in-
troduction of new
machinery and doubling
of the work-load. The
workers led by the Union
demanded that they be

allowed to work only one
side of the spinning
frames.

The workers walked
out on September 21,
1937, and spread to other
mills. Jeevanandam and
SV Ghate arrived from
Madras to help the work-
ers. The strike lasted for
18 days. Kissan cycled
day and night, organiz-
ing group meetings. He
thrice cycled for more
than 90 miles. The strike
ended in the victory of
the workers. The man-
agement of the Laxmi
Mills surrendered and
entered into agreement
with the Socialist Work-
ers’ Union.

Soon a complete gen-
eral strike took place in
all the textile mills of
Coimbatore. SV Ghate

and Iyenagar came to
Coimbatore and stayed
to organize the workers
for the general strike.

The workers observed
Russian Revolution Day
and carried red flags with
hammer and sickle in
their processions.

Division among
textile workers
Unfortunately there

was a division among
the workers after the
strike. Another move-
ment took place on a
wider scale. It spread
further in 1938. In the
Madras Legislative
Councilelections of
1937,the workers’ union
wanted a worker called
Venkateshwara Rao,
Congress candidate, to
contest from the labour
seat. Kissan was also ac-
tive in the elections. But
the Congress leaders
themselves opposed
this, and wanted to set
up MG Ramaswami, a
childhood friend of
Kissan, to contest.
Kissan supported his
c a n d i d a t u r e .
Ramaswami had helped
Jeevanandam also.

Only trade union offi-
cials were eligible to
contest the elections.
SoRamaswami was co-
opted as vice president
of the union. He was sin-
cere in his TU work, and
was even beaten up dur-
ing the strike by the
authorities. But during
the strike itself,
Ramaswami under the
influence of Town Con-
gress Committee
exhorted the workers to
withdraw their strike
and join work. Workers
opposed him and re-
ported the matter to the
Congress Committee.
The Congress Commit-
tee asked him to resign
from his post in the union

and organise another
union among the work-
ers. Consequently,
Coimbatore District Tex-
tile Workers Union came
into existence.
Ramaswami, and Kissan
and Jeevanandam,
drifted apart so far as the
TU activities were con-
cerned, though
personally remained on
friendly terms.

The formation of two
unions was also the re-
sult of CSP-CPI rivalry.
Kissan, taking help of
NC Sekhar,
J e e v a n a n d a m ,
Ramamurthy etc, tried
his best  to bring the two
unions together but
failed.

During World
War Two (WWII)

The WW II broke out
in September 1939. It
brought about a new situ-
ation in the country. CPI
conducted anti-War ac-
tivities in the initial
phases of the War. CPI
characterised it as anti-
imperialist War. On
December 19, 1940, ten
comrades were arrested
in Madras for anti-War
activities. R Kissan was
arrested in March
1941.His head was split
open with lathi-blows by
the police. He was kept
in Vellore Central Jail till
his injuries healed up.
He was kept along with
Bhogaraju Pattabhi
Seetaramaiah and others.

Later Kissan was im-
plicated in the
Coimbatore Conspiracy
Case. He was sentenced
for two years’ Rigorous
Imprisonment. His sen-
tence was increased by
another six months for
going on a hunger strike.
He was also interned in
Allipuram and Bellary
jails.

There was a change in
the party line in 1941 to
that of ‘People’s War’.

Kissan and some others
were released. In 1942,
there were some distur-
bances in the Pankaja
Mills. It led to police fir-
ings, and three workers
were killed in it. Kissan
and others brought out
handbills condemning
firings and demanding
compensation to the vic-
tims’ families. The
handbill was written by
R Kissan himself. For
this ‘offence’, he, Ramani
and Lakshman as also the
owner of the press were
prosecuted and sen-
tenced to 10 months’
imprisonment. But the
sentence was quashed by
High Court on appeal.

During 1945-49
Throughout this pe-

riod, Kissan wasin
Madras, taking part in lot
of activities. He took part
in the demonstrations
and processions in sup-
port of the RIN revolt, for
the release of the RIN
prisoners, and on other
issues.

As is well-known,
‘BTR Line’ took hold of
the CPI in 1948.Kissan
did not support BTR
line. He was jailed dur-
ing this period. He was
arrested and jailed in the
Salem Jail. The BTR line
led to several
adventurist acts in the
jails, leading to firings
and killings of comrades.
Twenty twocomrades
were killed in Salem Jail.
Three comrades were
shot dead in Cuddalore
Camp. R Kissan was also
seriously beaten up, he
was badly fractured and
bones were broken up.
He had to be hospitalized
in the jail and outside too.

R Kissan contributed
a lot to the subsequent
trade union and Commu-
nist movement.

He passed away in
1990  
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A little easing of infla-
tion in November has
been projected by the
Modi government as if
they have finally con-
trolled and successfully
brought it within the
RBI’s tolerable limit of six
per cent. However, this
little ease is too little for
common man who will
find little solace from
being haunted by price
rise in general and
foodgrains in particular,
at least for months to
come.

Free food grains
scheme to 800 million
people would expire in
December 2022, and if
Modi government do not
extend it, these poor
people would greatly
suffer. The prices of food
grains are unaffordable
for them and with deplet-
ing stock the government
would not be able to
keep the rising prices
under check.

For example, India
wheat stocks held in
government warehouses
have already fallen to six-
year’s low, and prices
have jumped to a record
high on rising demand
and falling inventories.

Price Rise of Essentials Makes Life Miserable
Government is not in a
position to release extra
stocks to cool wheat
prices in the market.

Wheat reserves in
state stores have fallen
down from 37.85 million
tonnes on December 1,
2021, to 19 million tonnes
in the beginning of De-
cember 2022. The current
stock is thus lowest since
2016 when it was only
16.5 million tonnes. Fresh
supplies of wheat in the
market would start com-
ing in only in April 2023,
and government cannot
release more than two
million tonnes per
month, a quantity that is
too low to cool the rising
prices of wheat and flour,
at least for four months
from now. Government
had released around two
million tonnes of wheat
in November, as the
Food Corporation of In-
dia data reveals.

In the meantime, trad-
ers are slowly releasing
wheat in the market.
Coupled with wheat
shortage, its prices have
surged despite banning
exports in May 2022.
Local wheat prices have
jumped 28 per cent since

the ban. On December 13,
it was selling at Rs 26,785
per tonne.

It is only an example.
Prices of numerous com-
modities and articles
used by common men
have already risen to in-
tolerable limit. Inflation
has made them worse.
The latest data released
by the government show
that India’s consumer
price based inflation
eased to an 11-month low
of 5.88 per cent in No-
vember on an annual
basis from 6.77 per cent
in October, 2022.

This is the first time
this year when the infla-
tion number has
remained within RBI tol-
erance band of 2-6 per
cent. RBI has been tasked
by the government to
keep inflation within 2-
4 per cent range with a
margin of two per cent on
each side. One year be-
fore in December 2021,
retail inflation was 5.59
per cent, but kept rising
up until it reached eight-
year high to 7.79 per cent
in April. Global food and

commodity prices have
been soaring since Rus-
sia-Ukraine war in
February.

A little ease in infla-
tion in November, which
was the second consecu-
tive month when
inflation cooled down,
was chiefly due to slower
rise in food prices and a
higher base effect,
strengthening bets on
smaller rate increases by
RBI, which has slowed
the pace of interest rate
hikes.

The present ease in
retail inflation can be
largely attributed to cool-
ing of food prices that
account for nearly 40 per
cent of the CPI basket.
Food inflation came
down significantly from
7.01 per cent in October
to 4.67 per cent in No-
vember while vegetable
rates contracted by 8.08
per cent.

The situation is likely
to prove short-lived. This
time of the year usually
brings relief to the people
because farmers get their
paddy crops, which also
start pouring in the mar-
ket and vegetable comes
in abundance bringing
down their prices. How-
ever, within a month
their prices start rising
again.

India is certainly not
out of the inflation trap.
Prices of cereals and
spices have continued to
surge with inflation ris-
ing to 12.96 per cent and
19.52 per cent respec-
tively. Additionally,
inflation in fuel and light
also surged to 10.62 per
cent as against 9.93 per
cent in September.

Since core inflation
remained largely sticky
at around 6 per cent, in-
flationary pressures are
likely to continue. Infla-

Dr Gyan Pathak
tions in clothing and foot-
wear, fuel and light, and
things in miscellaneous
categories, which in-
clude household goods,
health, recreation, edu-
cation and personal care,
are still above six per
cent.

Apart from the trou-
bling level of core
inflation, companies
have also been passing
on higher input costs to
the consumers resulting
in price rise. Therefore,
the ease in November in-
flation is not likely to be
repeated even in Decem-
ber, 2022, and several
estimates suggest it to
rise again to 6.5 per cent,
that is, beyond the toler-
able limit set by the RBI.

It is therefore, RBI
governor’s statement
that worst of this year’s
inflation “is behind us”
does not seem credible.
It should also be noted
that RBI has retained its
6.7 per cent inflation fore-
cast for the current fiscal
ending on March 31,
2023, but has lowered its
GDP forecast from ear-
lier seven per cent to 6.8
per cent.

The Index of Indus-
trial Production (IIP) data
for October also shows
the fault line. Factory
output measured in
terms of IIP has con-
tracted by (-)4 per cent in
October 2022, while it
had risen by 4.2 per cent
in October 2021.

The industrial output
during April-October
2022 have risen only by
5.3 per cent registering a
sharp fall from 20.5 per
cent in corresponding
period last year. The
manufacturing sector has
contracted by (-)5.6 per
cent in October 2022, as
against its rise of 3.3 per
cent in October 2021. 
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What is Wrong in Labour Codes II
R S Yadav

Even after 50 years of
this observation, the
Code will provide a
minimum wage which
will be at best a bare
physical subsistence
level wage, and not a liv-
ing wage or a need-based
minimum wage.

1. Apart from pay-
ment of wages on a daily,
weekly, fortnightly or
monthly basis, Section 17
of the Code leaves it open
to the government to pre-
scribe any other time
limit for the payment of
wages which it considers
reasonable having re-
gard to the circumstances
under which wages are
to be paid. This appears
to be a leeway to delay
the payment of wages on
some or the other excuse.

2. The minimum
wages will be revised
and reviewed by the
Central or State govern-
ment at an interval of not
more than five years.
This is a too long an in-
terval.

3. Section 23 of the
Code provides for the
deduction of recovery of
advances given before
the commencement of
employment. This is
likely to encourage the
practice of bonded
labour. Misusing this
provision, the unscrupu-
lous employers may
allure the unemployed
people to take some loan
etc. and join their
workforce at lower
wages and more hours of
work etc. Such workers

will be nothing but
bonded labour.

4. As per section 2(g)
of the Code, “Contract
Labour’ means a worker
who shall be deemed to
be employed in or in con-
nection with the work of
an establishment when
he is hired in or in connec-
tion with such work by or
through a contractor ,
with or without the
knowledge of the princi-
pal employer and
includes inter-state mi-
grant worker but does
not include a part time
worker (other than part
time worker)who – (i) is
regularly employed by
the contractor for any ac-
tivity of his establishment
and his employed is by
mutually accepted stan-
dards of the conditions
of employment (includ-
ing engagement on
permanent basis); and
(ii) gets periodical incre-
ment in the pay, social
security coverage, and
other welfare benefits in
accordance with the law
for the time being in force
in such employment.

This definition itself
points out that a contract
worker can never claim
for permanence of job; he
will not get periodical
increment in the wages,
social security coverage
and other welfare ben-
efits in accordance with
the law for the time being
in force in such employ-
ment.

5. The Principle of

“Equal pay for equal
work” has been diluted.
While the term “same
work or work of a simi-
lar nature” under the
Equal Remuneration Act
was defined to mean
work in respect of which
the skill, responsibility
and effort required are
the same, under Section
2 (v) of the Code, the
word “experience” has
been added to the defini-
tion of the term. Now on
the discretion of “expe-
rience”, employers have
the liberty to violate the
rule of “Equal pay for
equal work”. They will
misuse this.

6. Section 31 (3) says
that: “When there is any
dispute regarding the
quantum of bonus, the
authority notified by the
appropriate government
having jurisdiction may
call upon the employer
to produce the balance
sheet before it, but the
authority shall not dis-
close any information
contained in the balance
sheet unless agreed to by
the employer”. This is a
clear ploy to deprive the
workers from the actual
quantum of bonus. They
cannot check whether the
quantum of bonus has
been correctly calculated
or not. Earlier under Sec-
tion 23 (2) of the Payment
of Bonus Act, a trade
union or the employees
who are party to such a

dispute could seek clari-
fication regarding any
entry in the balance sheet
implying that they could
have access to the balance
sheet and seek any clari-
fication in respect
thereof.

7. Section 45 states
that any dispute arising
will be heard and deter-
mined by a gazetted
officer in place of a judi-
cial magistrate.– which
means he may be a per-
son without legal
background. Compli-
cated questions of law
and facts arising  will
thus be decided first by
a gazetted officer, and
thereafter by an appel-
late authority. This is not
a judicious way of deal-
ing matters which
involve intricacies of
law.

8. The Code is not a
comprehensive legisla-
tion on the subject of
wages. It does not ensure
for payment of equal
wages for work of equal
value. In view of their
weak position vis-à-vis
their employers, how can
one expect from contract
workers or fixed time
workers to even demand
equal pay for equal
value of work? Though
the Code talks of equal
wages and other benefits
for contract workers who
do the same or similar
kind of work as the per-
manent workers in an
establishment, but this is
merely a hollow state-
ment in view of the

overall direction of the
labour Codes and the
vulnerable status of con-
tract workers and
fixed-time workers vis-à-
vis the employers.

9. Vesting the
Gazetted Officers, in-
stead of the courts, with
the power to impose
fines for contravention of
the provisions of the
Code and the Rules and
the power to compound
offences is mala fide.
Why Gazetted Officers
have been preferred over
the Courts? By merging
the judicial functions in
the executive (gazetted
officer), the basic struc-
ture of the Constitution
is affected; justice and fair
trial cannot be assured
by the officers in the Ex-
ecutive  in as much as
they are not required to
be legally qualified and
trained persons and in
practice are required to
perform various other
functions. In fact, the
functions of judiciary
and Executive are quite
different. One can take it
is a thumb rule that when
some function of judi-
ciary is handed over to
some Executive, then
intention  behind is to get
the decision more with
the administrative con-
siderations and less with
the considerations of
laws.

10. Penalties on de-
linquent employers
diluted: In case of viola-
tions of the provisions of
the Acts, the Minimum
Wages Act, Equal Remu-
neration Act and the
Payment of Bonus Act
provided for punish-
ments of imprisonment
and/or fine or both. The
punishments have been
diluted in the Code. The
penalty of imprison-
ment may be imposed
only in the event of sub-
sequent commission of
the same offence. The
provisions have been
made in a fashion that

On Page 14
CPI Kerala State Secretary Kanam Rajendran presenting First CA Kurian Memorial Award  for

‘Best Trade Union Leader’ to AITUC General Secretary Amarjeet Kaur



New Age Weekly

12 December 18–24, 2022

Dharmabhiksham was only the leader
who has formed All India Toddy Top-
pers Union first time in the country.
Dharmabhiksham has given a slogan
of toddy trees are for toddy tappers
alone as land to the tiller, in the period

From Page 15

help to inform thepublic and policy makers so as
to guide decision-making.

Other signatories of the open statement are Dr AR
Pathak, former Rice Breeder,former VC, Navasari
Agriculture University,formerVC, Junagadh Agri-
culture University and former director of research,
Anand Agriculture University; Dr Dhiraj Singh,
former director, Directorate of Research on Mustard
andRapeseed (DRMR), Bharatpur; Dr Sharad Pawar,
former scientist, Nuclear Agriculture and
BiotechnologyDivision, Bhabha Atomic Research
Centre (BARC), Mumbai, former Consultant,Dhara
Mustard Hybrid Project, RTM University, Nagpur;
Dr Aniket Aga, Associate Professor, Environmen-
tal Studies, Ashoka University, New Delhi, Dr
Satyaprasad, former Researcher in Molecular Plant
Pathology, OsmaniaUniversity, Hyderabad; Dr K
B Wanjari, former Pulse Breeder, Associate Dean,
PDVK, Akola and Dr BN Reddy, former head, De-
partment of Botany, Osmania University,
Hyderabad

From Page 2

Agri Scientists Oppose...

Second State Conference...
of glorious historic Telangana Armed
struggle. Dharmabhiksham statue
should be built on Tankbund in
Hyderabad and Abdullapurmet sta-
dium should be named after him. Each
society must be allotted with 10 acres
of land. A technology should be devel-

of RSS-BJP is not for the
poor people, it is commit-
ted to serve the rich
people alone. Raja de-
manded that the
government must re-
lease VRS amount in full.

A few days back PM
was talking about devel-
oping infrastructure in
the country, but what
about the infrastructure
of the Indian railways
system, which is being
privatized by his own
RSS-BJP government, D
Raja reminded.

Reopen Kolar Gold Fields....

From Front Page Let us organize more
militant struggles to stop
this government from
bringing anti-people
policies, let us mobilize
more and more people
from other states also, D
Raja said. Prahlad Joshi
is the minister of coal and
mines, but he is not aware
of the plight of the work-
ers in Kolar region.
Majority of people in this
region are from
Tamilnadu.

D Raja appealed to the
gathering to continue the
struggle that would end
in victory. This govern-

ment is full of puppets.
The government led by
Basavaraj Bommai has to
be removed who is al-
lowing the those from
rich and connected to loot
the government re-
sources and property.

P. Sandosh Kumar,
Rajya Sabha MP also
addressed the gathering,
wishing revolutionary
greetings to the strug-
gling workers. While
quoting the Karnataka
High Court recommen-
dations, Sandosh said the
Union government must
act to implement the rec-

ommendations and di-
rectives of the court order
without any further de-
lay.

He said, “You are not
demanding any generos-
ity; you are demanding
only the legal and lawful
part in the HC order.
Many goldfield units in
the entire district have
already been
closed.”The CPI MP fur-
ther said, that the Union
government has already

sold almost all the
‘Navaratnas’ to Adanis
and Ambanis, in which
the government had
never any role except in
selling them off. Even
after 22 years of long
battle, the government is
unable to deliver justice
to the goldmine workers.

Prof. Dinesh
Warshney termed the
present regimes eco-
nomic culture as Vulture
Crony Capitalism, which
is doing nothing but loot-
ing the natural resources
of the government. 

oped so that toddy tap-
pers need not climb such
height, Sambasiva Rao
demanded.

B o m m a g a n i
Prabhakar while render-
ing presidential remarks
stated that the union has
formed many societies
and achieved gratuity
and pensions. He also
stated that this union is
working irrespective of
caste and religion, etc.
However the state gov-
ernment should increase
the pension and gratuity
amounts.

Boinapalli Vinod
Kumar vice chairman
state planning commis-
sion while inaugurating
the delegate session
stated that in society
lands borewells must be

dug and drip irrigation
system must be intro-
duced. National
employment guarantee
scheme must cover
toddy tapping also.

The meeting was ad-
dressed by Chada
Venkata Reddy, chair-
man, centenary
celebrations committee,
Palla Venkata Reddy,
chief patron of 2nd state
c o n f e r e n c e ,
PandlaRamulu, presi-
dent, reception
committee, Gangadhar
GoudMLC, Palle
Laxman Goud state
Goudasangam presi-
dent, KVL,
Nagabhushana’s Goud,
Praveen Kumar Goud
and others.
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Diary of
International

Events
C. Adhikesavan

Washington included
Cuba in the blacklist of
alleged violators of reli-
gious freedom, together
with Nicaragua and the
Russian group Wagner.
According to them, Cuba
“has committed or toler-
ated particularly serious
violations of religious
freedom”

As if the punishment
imposed on the island
by successive U.S. ad-
ministrations were not
enough, the government
of Joe Biden has just
added Cuba to another
of its spurious lists.

In a decision that sur-
passes the most perverse
imagination, Washing-
ton included Cuba in the
blacklist of violators of
religious freedom, to-
gether with Nicaragua
and the Russian Wagner
group,  U.S. Secretary of
State, Antony
Blinken confirmed on
Friday.

The current adminis-
tration bases its decision
on the fact that, according
to them, Cuba “has com-
mitted or tolerated
particularly serious vio-
lations of religious
freedom”, explained the
Secretary of State in a
statement.

From his Twitter ac-
count, Cuban Foreign
Minister Bruno
Rodríguez Parrilla im-
mediately repudiated
the designation of our
country in another arbi-
trary list. “The U.S.
government needs to re-
sort to dishonest
accusations to maintain
the unsustainable policy
of abuse against the Cu-
ban people”, he said.

Nothing could be

Washington Blacklists Cuba
more foolish, but truth,
sanity and reason have
little to do with
Washington’s policy to-
ward the island.

If a country in the
world enjoys religious
freedom, that country is
Cuba, something that is
known by all who visit us
and that has been evalu-
ated by various
international organiza-
tions.

It is appropriate to
clarify that the incorpo-

ration of Havana in these
lists created by the White
House is not symbolic;
each inclusion means
sanction measures
against the country’s
economy.

Insertion on the list of
countries sponsoring ter-
rorism, for example, has
had a serious impact on
the country’s finances,
which is reflected in the
daily lies of Cubans.

But none of this is ca-
sual or constitutes an
individual mechanism of
repression; it is part of the
unconventional war
against the Cuban Revo-
lution.

Including Cuba on
blacklists of all kinds, in
addition to the immedi-
ate effect on economic

relations with the world,
is aimed at destroying the
reputation of the island,
depriving it of interna-
tional solidarity,
isolating it from the
world, so that no one will
act against its aggressors
should they decide to use
force.

The character assassi-
nation of a nation is a
premeditated and sus-
tained process that seeks
to destroy credibility,
delegitimize the govern-

ment and justify any
punitive measure.

It is part of the meth-
ods used by the US
special services to de-
stroy the adversaries of
the capitalist system, the
enemies of the Empire.

Railway Workers Go
on Strike in UK

Incomes have fallen
the most since 1977, ac-
cording to the Trades
Union Congress. Actual
earnings in the UK have
shrunk by 76 pound
(93dollar) a month over
the course of a year as a
result of pay not keeping
pace with inflation, the
nation’s federation of
trade unions, the Trades
Union Congress (TUC)
has said.

According to its report
on Monday, Britons have
seen the sharpest drop in
real wages since 1977
and the second worst on
record since the end of
World War II in 1945.
Real wages are defined
as the amount people
earned in relation to their
cost of living.

Data showed that key
workers in the public
sector are now £180
($221) a month worse off
in real terms than they

were a year ago.
The report comes as

many workers across the
UK, including postal
workers, train and bus
drivers, as well as NHS
workers and teachers,
have either started or are
about to strike for in-

creased pay.
The current wave of

industrial action in Brit-
ain is the result of
workers ”being pushed
to breaking point” by
years of pay austerity,
TUC general secretary,
Frances O’Grady ex-
plained. She has accused
ministers of being more
interested in escalating
disputes than resolving
them.

“Family budgets have
been shredded by soar-
ing bills and more than a
decade of pay being held
down. The Conserva-
tives have presided over
the longest real wage
squeeze in over 200
y e a r s , ”  O ’ G r a d y
stressed.

“The Tories’ failure to
get pay rising has left
millions of households
brutally exposed to the
cost-of-living emer-
gency. We cannot be a
country where NHS and
teaching staff have to use
food banks, while City
bankers are given unlim-
ited bonuses,” the TUC
general secretary
concluded.
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virtually the penalty of
imprisonment stands
abolished. The reduc-
tion of penalties coupled
with the compounding of
offences and the vesting
of power with govern-
ment officers to hold
enquiries and impose
penalties has the effect of
making it easier for em-
ployers to get away with
violation of law.

 The penal conse-
quences under the Code
are relatively lenient and
only entail punishment
with fine.

Delivering an impor-
tant judgment, in
People’s Union for
Democratic Rights and
others vs Union of India
and others, 1982 (Asiad
case), the Supreme Court

had observed: “If viola-
tions of labour laws are
going to be punished
only by meager fines, it
would be impossible to
ensure observance of the
labour laws and the
labour laws would be
reduced to nullity. They
would remain paper ti-
gers without any teeth or
claws”.

11.  Curiously, a new
provision (section 52) has
been introduced where
an officer (not below the
rank of an under-secre-
tary to the government)
will be notified with
power to impose penalty
in the place of a judicial
magistrate. An essential
judicial function is now
sought to be vested with
the executive in contra-
vention of the
Constitution, where the

State has been mandated
to separate the judiciary
from the executive in
public services.

12.  Apart from pro-
viding for a
compounding of of-
fences (Section 56), the
Code also exempts em-
ployers from penal
provisions if they were
able “to prove that they
had used due diligence
in enforcing the execu-
tion of the Code and it
was the other person who
had committed the of-
fence without his
knowledge, consent or
connivance”. Every trade
union worker knows that
thanks to the nexus the
employers have with the
government officials,
they will always be able
to prove this.

13.  It was claimed
earlier that erstwhile
provisions covered only

From Page 11

What is Wrong... 30 per cent of workers,
but there is nothing par-
ticular in the Code to
provide  wider coverage.

14. No inspection
system provided in the
Code: Article 58 only
says inspection system
will be formulated.
When? Nobody knows.
This makes the Code in-
complete.

The Industrial
Relations Code, 2020

The Industrial Rela-
tions Code, 2019 was
introduced in the Lok
Sabha on November 28,
2019. It was referred to
the Standing Committee
on Labour. The report of
the Standing Committee
was placed before both
the Houses of the Parlia-
ment on September 15,
2020. The Bill was rein-
troduced as the I.R.Code,
2020 in the Parliament
and has been passed by

the Lok Sabha on Sep-
tember 22, 2020, Rajya
Sabha on September 23,
2020. It received the as-
sent of the President on
the 28th September, 2020.
The Draft Rules for the
Code were published on
29 October, 2020. This
Code is to replace and re-
peal the undernoted
Acts:

1. The Trade Unions
Act, 1926;

2. The Industrial
Employment (Standing
Orders) Act, 1946; and

3. The Industrial
Disputes Act, 1947.

The object of the Act
was to consolidate and
amend the laws relating
to Trade Unions, condi-
tions of employment in
industrial establishment
or undertaking and for
matters connected there-
with or incidental
thereto.

[To be Continued]
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– Compiled by C. Adhikesavan

The two-day second
state conference of
Telangana Toddy Tap-
pers Union and 65th

Foundation anniversary
of state Toddy Tappers
Union was inaugurated
by V Srinivas Goud the
minister for Excise in
Telangana   on December
9, 2022 in Late Rakthapu
Nagesh Goud Hall at
Peerzadiguda in the out-
skirts of Hyderabad
(Medchal-Malkajgiri
district). Earlier a huge
procession was taken out
from Ambedkar statue of
Boduppal to Medipally.
The inaugural meeting
was presided over by
Bommagani Prabhakar,
state president of the
union.

V Srinivas Goud said
that it is the Telangana
state which stands in the
first rank to encourage
rural professions in the
country. If any toddy tap-

Second State Conference of Telangana Toddy Tappers Union
per falls from the tree,
gets injured and be-
comes disabled, he will
be given treatment and
exgratia along with cer-
tificate without any
approval from the medi-
cal board. An approval
from an orthopedic doc-
tor is enough for
providing immediate
treatment. The state gov-
ernment is also planning
to grant exgratiawithin
five days tothe family of
those deceased by fall-
ing from tree. He assured
that Mopeds will be dis-
tributed to toddy
choppers.

The excise minister in
his address also stated
that TRS government has
spent Rs 1,268 crores so
far on pensions to toddy
tappers, who have com-
pleted the age of 50 years.
State government is pay-
ing pension to 65,213
tappers at the rate of Rs

2,016 each per month.
This is in addition to the
pensions one gets
through Asaram scheme.
He also revealed that
toddy is natural drink
and through which can-
cer and kidney diseases
will be reduced. There is
plenty of nutrition avail-
able in this drink.
Dharmabhiksham leader
of toddy tappers dreamt
about Neeraand hence
his his name was men-
tioned in the state
assembly while an-
nouncing about Neera
scheme, the minister
said.

According to the
scheme, only toddy tap-
pers will have right to
take out Neera from
trees. Ex gratia is being
increased to Rs 5 lakhs to

those who have died by
falling from tree. Such
benefit is not there in any
state. Neera research
Center is going to be es-
tablished in
Nandanavanam, which
is going to be named af-
ter Dharmabhiksham. So
far Rs 46.75 crores have
been spent on ex gratia.
Earlier, lands are going
to be allotted to societies
but at present wherever
open lands are there we
are planting toddy trees.
In Kokapet, a land worth
of Rs 500 crores has been
allotted to construct a
building for Gouds com-
munity along with Rs 5
crores sanctioned for
construction of building.
Finally he assured that
he would solve all pend-
ing problems pertaining
to toddy tappers.

The conference was
also addressed by
Boinapalli Vinod Kumar

vice chairman of state
planning commission,
Chada Venkata Reddy,
CPI national executive
m e m b e r ,
KunamneniSambasiva
Rao, CPI Telangana state
council secretary, V
Gangadhar GoudMLC,
Palle Laxman Goud,
President, Telangana
Gouda Sangram, T
Venkatramulu state gen-
eral secretary of Artisans
Union, Palla Venkata
Reddy, former MLA,
chief patron,reception
committee. KVL
organising secretary
welcomed the partici-
pants while DG Sailu
Goud, state general sec-
retary, delivered vote of
thanks.

K u n a m n e n i
Sambasiva Rao,
Telangana CPI state
council secretary while
addressing stated that

Ram Narsimha Rao

On Page12

The Supreme Court onsaid it would con-
sider a plea for early listing of submissions
challenging the Centre’s decision to abro-
gate provisions of Article 370 which had
given special status to Jammu and Kashmir.

“We will examine and give
a date,” a bench comprising
Chief Justice D Y Chandrachud
and Justice P S Narasimha said
when intervenor Radha
Kumar, an academic and au-
thor, sought early listing of the
petitions on the issue.

Earlier on April 25 and Sep-
tember 23, a bench headed by
the then CJI N V Ramana, since
retired, had agreed to list for
hearing the pleas challenging
the Centre’s decision to abro-
gate provisions of Article 370.
– The Indian Express, December
14.

***
The National Food Security

Act (NFSA), 2013, through the
Public Distribution System
(PDS), provides a crucial safety net for
roughly 800 million people. Even critics of
the PDS appreciated its services during the
COVID-19 lockdown.

The humanitarian crisis resulting from
the COVID-19 lockdown, made it appar-
ent that too many were still excluded from
the PDS. In response to the humanitarian
crisis, the Government made one sensible

policy decision swiftly. It doubled the entitle-
ments of the 800 million who were already
covered by the PDS (from five kilograms per
person per month, to 10kg). But that does
nothing for those without ration cards. – The
Hindu, December 10.

***
It is not surprising that news of the forced

resignation of the principal of the New Gov-

ernment Law College, Indore has failed to
register on the consciousness of India’s higher
education community. Nor has it stirred the
judicial community, which includes lawyers
and judges. One is not aware if civil society
in Indore, which prides itself for the
city’s physical hygiene, has reacted. What we
do know is that after forcing a Muslim prin-
cipal out, Hindutva groups are now gunning

for Farhat Khan, author of Collective Vio-
lence and Criminal Justice System – the book
which is the excuse for attacking the prin-
cipal, Inamur Rahman, and other Muslim
teachers of the college. On Thursday after-
noon, Khan was arrested by the Madhya
Pradesh police. – thewire.in, December 9.

***
CPI general secretary D. Raja

and academic P. K. Vijayan have
blamed the “red scare” under the
Manmohan Singh government for
the crackdown on dissent.

Raja and Vijayan were address-
ing a meeting held to call upon the
Supreme Court to uphold the ac-
quittal of former Delhi University
professor G. N. Saibaba and others.

In October, the Nagpur bench
of Bombay High Court had acquit-
ted Saibaba, former Jawaharlal
Nehru University student Hem
Keshavdatta Mishra, Uttarakhand
journalist Prashant Rahi Narayan
Sanglikar, tribals of Maharashtra’s
Gadchiroli district Mahesh
KarimanTirki, Vijay Nan Tirki, and
recently deceased Pandu

PoraNarote who were convicted in 2017 for
links with banned CPI(Maoist).

On an appeal by the Maharashtra gov-
ernment, the apex court ruled that the
charges against Saibaba and others were
“very serious”, and the convictions could
not be set aside on a mere technicality.
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The Telangana state
council of CPI organized
‘Chalo Raj Bhavan’ pro-
gram on December 7, 2022
demanding the abolition of
the governor post. The po-
lice did not allow the
marchers to proceed towards
Raj Bhavan resulting in in-
tense tensions and clashes.

CPI state secretary
KoonamneniSambasiva
Rao, national council
secretary Syed Azeez
Pasha, national executive
member Chada Venkat
Reddy along with hun-
dreds of state leaders of
party and activists of
mass organizations were
arrested by the police for
trying to march towards
the Raj Bhavan. They
were shifted to seven po-
lice stations located in
different parts of the city.

 A large number of CPI
cadres from various dis-
tricts flocked to
Hyderabad on Decem-
ber 7 following a call by
the CPI state council to
abolish the post of gov-
ernor which has become
a tool of union govern-
ment in creating ruckus
and disruption in feder-
alism and state
affairs.Our comrades
reachedKhairatabad
metro station and a large
number of policemen
had already been de-
ployed at Khairatabad

‘Chalo Raj Bhavan’ by CPI Telangana

Demands Abolition of Governors’ Post
chowk. CPI leaders and
activists on the protest
march were stopped by
the police from proceed-
ing to Raj Bhavan. 

The police action led
to clashes with party cad-
res resisting the police in
a strong manner. An ar-
gument broke out
between the CPI leaders
and the police. Leaders
and activists rushed to-
wards Raj Bhavan Road
from Panjagutta Road
and Khairatabad Fly
Over side. A scuffle
broke out when the po-
lice stopped them. The
CPI activists were forc-
ibly arrested by the police
and taken to seven police
stations in different parts
of the city. AISFand AIYF
leaders and activists
strongly resisted the
policefrom arresting our
comrades. Several lead-
ers were injured in the
hustle

CPI state secretary K.
Sambasiva Rao, who led
the ‘Chalo Raj Bhavan’,
was accompanied by
national secretary and
former MP Syed Aziz
Pasha, national executive
member Chada Venkat
Reddy, state secretariat
members Pasya Padma,
N Bala Mallesh,
Takkellapalli Srinivas
Rao, Kalavena Shankar,
Bala Narasimha, Bagam
Hemanth Rao, E T

Narasimha, secretaries of
various districts and
leaders of mass organiza-
tions. They all were
arrested and taken to
Nampally police station.
As soon as the matter
came to light, CPI activ-
ists staged a sit-in protest
in front of Nampally po-
lice station against the
illegal arrest. 

Dr K Narayana,CPI
national council secre-
tary visited the arrested
CPI leaders and
activists at Nampally po-
lice station.Speaking to
the media he said that the
governor is acting like a
BJP representative and
putting non-BJP state
governments in
trouble.The way the gov-
ernor is behaving in
Telangana, Kerala and
Tamil Nadu is a reflec-
tion of this,he said. 

CPI cadres got
arrested all over

Telangana 
The leaders and activ-

ists, who were on their
way to the ‘Chalo Raj
Bhavan’ event were ar-
rested everywhere and
taken to the police sta-
tion. Party cadres coming
to Khairatabad from Ju-
bilee Bus Station,

Secunderabad Railway
Station and Tarnaka side
were stopped there and
taken to Rampet,
Mahankali, Market and
Gandhi Nagar police sta-
tion under
Secunderabad. The po-
lice stopped them at
Lower Tankbund area,
Necklace Road,
Begumpet, AmeerPet
and Kukatpally areas.
They were arrested and
taken to the respective
police stations. 

CPI leaders protested

against the illegal arrests
of the police. CPI
Nalgonda district secre-
tary Nellikanti Satyam,
YadadriBhuvanagiri
district secretary Goda
Sriramulu, Khammam
district secretary Potu
Prasad, Bhadradri
Kothagudem district
secretary Sabir Pasha,
Siddipet district secre-
tary Manda Pavan,
Ranga Reddy district
s e c r e t a r y
PalamakulaJangayya,
Mahabubabad district B
Vijayasaradi and others
were arrested at different
places. 

T Srinivas Rao 
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