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Ramendra Kumar re-
elected as President

Amarjeet Kaur
re-elected as general secretary

Binoy Viswam
Working President

ALAPPUZHA: The 42nd Session of AITUC, held
in Alappuzha for four days from December 16 to
20,2022, gave out a call to defeat BJP in the 2024
general elections. It said that BJP is wedded to a
fascist divisive ideology opposed to that of the
working class. The conference in its proceedings,
discussed in detail about the onslaught unleashed
by the present Union government and exhorted the
cadres not to rest, not to be complacent and never
to compromise on its ideology.

AITUC general secretary  Amarjeet Kaur addressing the public meeting

The 42nd Session of
AITUC began on 16th

evening with the tradi-
tional hoisting of the
AITUC flag and lighting
of the torch paying re-
spect to the martyrs.

 Kerala State AITUC,
the host state of the his-
toric conference had
made befittingly grand

and meaningful prepa-
rations at the most
crucial juncture in the
history of free India.  The
state of Kerala had begun
with holding seminars
on important topics cov-
ering the attacks on the
working class, policies
of the government, chal-
lenges before the trade
unions and the way for-

ward. There were 60
seminars in all the dis-
tricts. Nine seminars
were held at the state
level.

The whole state had
begun to resonate with
the revolutionary zeal
generated in the shape of
various jathas. There was
a flag jatha from Kayyur,
Kannur;  a jatha carrying
the flag post from the
Sooranad Martyrdom
Memorial, Kollam; Ban-
ner jatha from
A y y a n k a l i S m r i t h i
M a n d a p a m ,
Trivandrum; a portrait

jatha carrying the por-
traits of the most beloved
leaders among whom
were Com Gurudas Das
Gupta and Com C A
Kurien and the flame
jatha  from the Vayalar
Martyrdom Memorial,
Idukki. In keeping with
the  organisational tradi-
tion unique to Kerala, all
the jathas converged at
the venue and were re-
ceived by the members of
the AITUC Secretariat.  It
is noteworthy that
women trade unionists
ran 30 km carrying the
flame aloft. Amarjeet
Kaur, General Secretary,
received the flame from
Archana Jismon, Secre-
tary, Working Women
Forum of Alappuzha.
Ramendra Kumar, Presi-
dent hoisted the flag of
AITUC amidst the full
throated slogans of
AITUC Zindabad and
Inquilab Zindabad.

On 17th, the conference
began with hoisting of
the national flag by
Amarjeet Kaur. The
AITUC flag was hoisted
by H Mahadevan, work-

ing president of AITUC.
The open session be-

gan with the presidential
address and opening re-
marks by the general
secretary. Leaders from
the Central Trade Unions
participated and greeted
the conference and
among them were R
Chandra Sekaran, na-
tional vice president of
INTUC, Hemalatha,
president CITU,
Thampan Thomas, secre-
tary HMS, K
Radhakrishna, presi-
dent, AIUTUC, V
Shankar,general secre-
tary of the World
Federation of Trade
Unions, Pambis
Kyritsis,V B Vinodh
Kumar,member of the
executive committee,
LPF, and A A
Azeez,president, central
committee, UTUC. All in
unison synchronised in
one voice that the trade
union unity is the most
essential tool to confront
the onslaught unleashed
by the communal and di-
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EditorialEditorialEditorialEditorialEditorial
The first meeting of Development

Working Group under India’s G20 presi-
dency has taken place in Mumbai.
Members, guest countries and interna-
tional organizations attended the
conference from December 13 to 16, 2022,
held at Jio World Center in Bandra-Kurla
complex.

Eleven municipal wards that were to
be visited by G20 guests, had been allot-
ted a huge sum of Rs 24.23 crore to
beautify the area. The dwellers here had
been many times witness to such gala
affairs in Mumbai. But they never had any
illusion about the permanence of such
measures, though they have been the
ones to shoulder the financial liabilities,
as tax payers.

As supposed to be security measures,
white curtain like barricades were erected
at several places between Santacruz and
Borivali in Mumbai. Many such shrouds
came up to cover the miseries reigning
over the famous Mumbai slums. Accord-
ing to activists, there are heaps of garbage
and slush covered up behind the curtains.
The cars taking the delegates to differ-
ent places were always running at very
high speed, while children kept playing
on the road and running across. These
risks had no space in the management’s
‘to be attended’ lists.  The hawkers had
been shut off from the entire area, while
encroachers, bulldozed and barred at the
gate, were left with nowhere to go.

It is the first meeting after India’s prime
minister Narendra Modi was elected as
the president of G20 which gathers the
governments and central bank governors
of 19 of the world’s largest
economies plus the European Union
(EU). Since its formation, G20 has been
a self-appointed group intending to set

G20 Represents Private Sector’s Voice
financial and economic guidelines for the
world, except those at the margins of eco-
nomic power. Multinational corporations
play a central role within the G20 in influ-
encing recommendations and decisions,
including those around women’s economic
empowerment. Representatives of the In-
ternational Monetary Fund (IMF) and the
World Bank are among the regular invitees.
Together, they push for free trade regimes
and economic growth as the main agenda
drivers. Social and economic justice and
human rights have no space here. It has
been obvious that free trade and investment
agreements have been proved to have de-
structive effect not only on people’s lives
but also on the environment. G20 has proved
to be helping the process of liberalization
globally for the advantage of only few ex-
tremely richer sections of the population,
at the expense of the majority others.

Formed in 1999, it was originally meant
for meeting of the finance ministers and the
governors of the Central Banks precisely
to formulate and amend the policies that
could help resolve the global economic and
financial crisis.  India holds the presidency
of the G20 from December 1, 2022 to Novem-
ber 30, 2023. The presidency is by rotation,
and for one year.  The member nations face
no prohibition about investing in any coun-
try among those in G20.

Each of the countries in G20 has its own
socio economic system that is not necessar-
ily democratic except few. There are several
of them that have either dictatorship or even
autocracy. Among them are those countries
like Saudi Arabia, ruled by the king who
wields absolute power.

The honor that the presidency is sup-
posed to bestow on the country is indicated
nowhere except in the heavy expenses
spent to keep those taking part in debates
happy. One key indicator that G20 has no

power is that its presidency is assigned
by rotation and changes every year. This
means that everyone gets it by turn.
Among the merits for which Presidency
is bestowed on a country is to host the
others at one’s own expenses. The G-20
is meant to discuss trade, but it includes
nations which are currently in a trade war
(America and China) or might not have
a free trade treaty with the others. It is
meant to discuss climate, but includes
the countries that were and continue to
be the greatest villains in terms of carbon
emissions. It includes those that are treaty
allies in military terms (Europe and the
United States), meaning that an attack on
one of them triggers an attack on all of
them. It also includes nations against
whom specifically these treaties are
signed, (Russia) and against whom these
nations are currently arming rivals. It
includes nations that have no borders and
whose citizens can move and work and
invest freely in each other’s countries (Eu-
ropean Union).

In the context of G20, one must remem-
ber that for these counties, Corporate
engagement is always good news for de-
velopment. Business20, or the B20,
presents itself as the “private sector’s
voice” of the G20 community. It is also
a fact that world’s largest corporations
are based in G20 countries and has con-
siderable economic power. By the late
1990s, it was becoming clear to policy
makers that economic troubles did not
stop at western borders, and that tradi-
tional meetings like the Group of Seven
were ill-suited for new challenges. That
point had been painfully underscored by
the collapse of the Mexican peso, the
Asian financial crisis and the rise of
emerging economies. G-20 only exists
because of crises that the West can not
handle on its own.

Delhi State unit of All
India Students’ Federation
(AISF) strongly condemns
the brutal attack and de-
tention of protesting
students by police under
Rajinder Nagar Police sta-
tion, in the capital.
Students along with AISF
cadres were demanding
compensatory attempts for
the UPSC examination.

As the AISF delegation
was discussing with the
protesting students, the
Delhi police came and at-
tacked the students. They
even manhandled women
students and unleashed

Delhi AISF Condemns Detention of Protesting UPSC Aspirants
violence. Cadres of Delhi
AISF were also attacked by
the police. Delhi state sec-
retary of AISF Abhipsa
Chauhan’s phone was
seized and kept in custody.
They were not ready to
release it till the next morn-
ing. Even the mobile
phones of the students re-
leased were not given back.
Their blankets were
snatched and their tents
were uprooted and thrown
to dust.

Abhipsa Chauhan de-
manded strong actions
against the police for their
unwarranted action. The

protesters argued that the
SSC and Agniveer aspir-
ants were allowed
compensatory attempts
due to the pandemic but
the government has de-
nied the same to those who
have been preparing hard
for the civil services.

“If the government can
allow extra attempts to
SSC (GD) and Agniveer
aspirants, why can’t it
make a similar provision
for us? We are protesting
peacefully,” one of the
protesters said. UPSC as-
pirants are sitting in
dharna in support of their

demands and are also plan-
ning to  file a fresh petition
in the Supreme Court. The
candidates pointed out
that thousands of aspir-
ants had earlier gathered
at exam centres for the
UPSC Mains exam in 2021
when there were still
Covid-19 restrictions in
place. The health of the
students and their families
was at risk. Students who
tested Covid-positive were
debarred from writing the
exam and there were no
separate arrangements
made for them either.

The Central govern-

ment may be indifferent to
the huge problems in the
lives of millions due to
Covid-19, but suffering
was common to all. Aca-
demicians, economists,
and opposition politicians
knew how devastating the
epidemic was. AISF is the
only student organization
to hear their grievances
and has decided to take
the issue seriously and will
be discussing the griev-
ances and formulate
future plans to resolve the
issue.
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Landless Poor Victimized as Corporates Go Unpunished
CPI Led Struggle Continues Even After Six Months

In Warangal district
of Telangana,CPI led
land strugglehas been
continuing intensively
since last six months.
Thousands of poor
people, landless and
homeless, have occupied
government lands and
constructed their huts.

The TRS government
during eight years of its
rule failed to fulfill its
promises of providing
d o u b l e - b e d r o o m
houses to the homeless
poor. 

The state government
issued Government Or-
ders No.58,and 59 to
regularize and distrib-
ute 60 yards of land free
of cost to build
housesfor those who are
homeless. Thousands of
people applied to the
government for house
sites. But the govern-
ment failed to meet the
promises.

On the other hand,the
realestate mafia have il-
legally encroached
government lands, wa-
ter ponds, and lakes
around Warangal city.
They have exploited
minerals and wealth at
these resources and en-
riched their business.
Neither Revenue offi-
cials nor the state
government took any
action against the real
estate mafia.

Thousands of land-
less and home less poor
led by CPI started land
struggles all over
Warangal and

Hanumankondadistricts.
In Survey No.126 of

Warangal city 25 acres of
land was occupied by
thousands of landless
poor at
N i m m a y a C h e r u v u
while the realestate
mafia was trying to en-
croach the pond by filling

gravel. People had occu-
pied sixacres of
government land at
Bollikunta village while
real-estate people were
trying to encroach the
land illegally with the
help of Revenue officials
and local police. In sur-
vey no 566 at Elkathurty
village 51 acres of gov-
ernment land was
occupied by thousands
of people for house sites. 

In survey
1161,Paidipally village
of Warangal Mandal, 90
acres of government land
was occupied and huts
erected by thousands of
CPI cadres.

About 25 acres of gov-
ernment land at Gundla

Singaram village of
Hanumakonda Mandal
was occupied by thou-
sands of shelter less poor
who erected their huts

too. BJP goons attacked
the poor and CPI cadres
at GundlaSingaram land
struggle in which many
people including CPI
cadres were injured.

Takkalapally
Srinivas Rao 

Police remained silent
spectators to the ruckus.
No action has been taken
yet against the BJP goons.

In survey no 1296,in
Madikonda village of
Kazipet Mandal of
Hanumakonda district 12
acres of government land
was occupied and huts

were erected by thou-
sands of people.

In Survey no 120 of
B h e e m d e v a r a p a l l y
M a n d a l , i n
Hanumakonda district,

5.10 acres of government
land is occupied by thou-
sands of landless poor. 

In Survey No 898/1,at
Peddapendyal village,
22.33 acres of govern-
ment land has been
occupied by thousands
of landless poor while
real-estate people were
trying to encroach the
land illegally.Hundreds
of acres of government
land were occupied at
ParkalMandal of
Hanumakonda District.
At the Nekkondavillage
in Wardannapet of
Warangal district, 

CPI national council
secretaries Binoy
Viswamand Dr. K
Narayana visited the
place where land
struggle was going on.
CPI National Executive
member Chada Venkat
Reddy and CPI
Telangana State Secre-
tary Kunamneni
Sambasiva Rao ad-
dressed huge meetings
of struggling people. 

Takkalapally Srinivas Rao addressing the protesters
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Don’t Unsee this
Until now, according to official estimates, 38 people have

died in Saran district in a tragically commonplace “hooch trag-
edy” in dry Bihar. The champion of prohibition in the state,
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, has not expressed sympathy or
concern, only an unbecoming peevishness. To parry Oppo-
sition attacks, he engaged in crude whataboutery: He asked
the BJP why it does not raise a hue and cry over such deaths
in states where it has governments. The fact is that from 2016,
when prohibition was imposed in Bihar, to 2021, there have
been over 200 hooch-related deaths in the state. Time and again,
other state governments have experimented with prohibition.
Nitish Kumar, it seems, has not learnt the lessons from their
failures — or his own.

Alcohol abuse does indeed have terrible social consequences.
It is also undeniable that it is women, including and especially
from among the poor and marginalised sections, who often
bear the brunt of alcoholism in the family. Yet, in 2016, the Rules
of the Bihar Prohibition and Excise Act sought to punish the
families of “offenders”, including with fines, confiscation of
property and jail time. In 2018, some of the law’s more draco-
nian provisions were amended. But the fact remains that there
is mounting evidence that prohibition is not the solution to
alcoholism. The ban in Bihar has caused reported losses of up
to Rs 5,000 crore to the government, while treating citizens as
incapable of making responsible choices.

There is, perhaps, a political context to Nitish Kumar’s
despite-it-all commitment to the ban. In his first two terms, his
image for good governance was built from the commendable
investment made by his government in enhancing women’s
rights and welfare — schemes were introduced providing schol-
arships and cycles to reduce dropout rates for girls. That he
is now expending precious political capital to double down
on a failed policy seems to indicate that he is out of governance
ideas. Earlier this month, he said the consumption of liquor

and hooch was not prescribed in any religion — as though policy
must be sourced from scripture. In Bihar, it seems that the people
and exchequer must suffer because of the chief minister’s po-
litical commitment to a counterproductive measure.

Courtesy: The Indian Express

How not to teach
In conversations about the challenges of ensuring discipline

in schools it is commonly heard that, ‘You cannot even say
anything to students these days.’ The logic of this plaint is that
corporal punishment (CP) has ended and this has left teach-
ers powerless to do their jobs properly. We need look no further
than at two painful news reports over the past week to see that
reality continues to be quite different. A Delhi teacher attacked
a Class 5 child with scissors and threw her out of the first-floor
classroom window. A Karnataka teacher attacked a Class 4 child
with a shovel and also shoved him from the first floor; the child
died afterwards.

The way in which the two teachers’ preceding aggressions
were tolerated underlines how CP continues to enjoy signifi-
cant social sanction. This is not to deny the clear legal injunctions
against use of force, including through RTE 2009 and the Ju-
venile Justice Act 2015. Only, the law by itself cannot eliminate
the cultural rationalisation of CP as ‘caring’. That needs more
concerted work by civil society and school administrations.

As noted in the guidelines against CP in schools by the
National Commission for Protection of Child Rights, schools
need clear protocols to help teachers deal with various pos-
sible student behaviours through positive disciplining, even
parental engagement. Because the evidence is clear that CP
cannot help students educationally or psychologically, only
damage them. Additionally, what the Delhi and Karnataka
incidents suggest is that schools need systems for monitoring
teachers’ mental health too. Punishing them after an unhinged
attack on hapless students is small consolation if they should
perhaps not have been permitted near the students in the first
place.

Courtesy: The Times of India

Participating in the
discussion on the Consti-
tution (Scheduled
Tribes) Order (Second
Amendment) Bill, 2022,
on December14, 2022 CPI
national executive mem-
ber K Subbarayansaid he
supports the Bill. Saying
that the caste name
‘Narikkuravan’ needs to
be changed to
‘Narikkuravar’. He also
demanded that the com-
munity should be
included in the list of STs.

Referring to the circu-
lar issued by the
ministry of social justice
and empowerment call-
ing for withdrawal of the
pre-matric scholarships
aimed to help the stu-
dents of STs, K
Subbarayan said that it

CPI Demands White Paper on Welfare of STs
was a blunder and
wanted the ministry to
set right the wrong do-
ing. He urged the
ministry to withdraw the
circular with immediate
effect. In Tamil Nadu,
there is a caste called
Malayali. This is a tribal
community living in 14
districts of the state. The
government has
recognised them as ST in
12 districts. But in Erode
district alone, these
people belonging to
Malayali tribal commu-
nity are not included in
the list of STs. This is
gross injustice, he said.

He pointed out that he
had raised the issue in
this House in April 2022
and brought to the notice
of the minister. But the

issue still remains unre-
solved. The minister
wrote him a letter stating
that if such a proposal is
forwarded by the state
government, then only
the Union government
would consider it. He

said he met chief minis-
ter of Tamil Nadu M K
Stalin in person and re-
quested him to send a
proposal in this regard to
the Union government.
According to the sources
in the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment a proposal was
sent by them and it is
now pending with the

Union government.
In the light of above, he

urged the government
along with the inclusion
of Narikkuravar commu-
nity in the ST list,
Malayali community of
Tamil Nadu should also
be considered for inclu-
sion in the list of STs and
necessary amendments
should be brought before
this House by the minis-
ter atleast during the next
Budget Session of Parlia-
ment. Stating that many
MPs have raised the is-
sue relating to welfare of
SCs, K Subbarayan
wanted the government
to come out with a ‘White
Paper’.

Referring to an article
written by Arundhati
Roy after visiting

Dandakaranya forests, in
which she had stated that
tribal people, who lived
in 600-odd villages
around this forest area for
centuries together, were
displaced by the
goondas sent by Vedanta
company. This displace-
ment of tribal people by
Vedanta should not have
taken place.In our coun-
try we have a Tribal
woman as our President.
There should be a correc-
tive measure. On behalf
of the Communist Party
of India, he made a fer-
vent appeal to the
minister to ensure that all
the displaced persons
are reallocated in the vil-
lages where they
originally lived.
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Taking part in the discus-
sion on the New Delhi
InternationalArbitration
Centre (Amendment) Bill,
national council secretary of
the Communist Party of
India BinoyViswamsaid in
Rajya Sabha on December
14, 2022 that the Bill, once
again, has proved that the
BJP government is only en-
gaged in confusing people.

Pointing out that noth-
ing is great or new in the
Bill he said that there is
only a change of nomen-
clature which is not going
to make any drastic
change in the content,
natureand character.

The government is cre-
ating an atmosphere to
make much ado about
nothing. In this country,
where the people are
poor, great institutions
like GIC, LIC, banks and
mutual funds have be-
come instruments for the
rich people, investors, to
cheat the poor.
BinoyViswam wanted
the government to make
clear whether it is people-
friendly in passing the
Bill.He said the govern-
ment is only fulfilling a
promise made to the
World Bank but claimed
that something big would
come out soon. Finally
what came out is like a ‘rat
from the mountain’.

“We want to claim
ourselves as
Vishwaguru.We are
chairman of the G20 na-
tions and also chairman
of the Security Council in
the UN. All those are
good. Unfortunately, the
Vishwaguru has turned
into a land of scams, a
land of frauds and a land
of deceiving
people,”said Binoy

Government is Betraying People: CPI
Viswam pointing out that
mere change of name will
not change the fate of the
people. No doubt India
is greatbut the intention
of the Bill is not great at
all. He said therefore he
begs to differ with all the
claims of the government.
He accused the Union
minister Kiren Rijju of
presenting a Bill with a
very hollow purpose.
Arbitration, today, is an
affair of only the rich. The
government talks about
legal service authority,
but the poor are not get-
ting that service.

He wanted the govern-

ment to ensure that the
provisions of legal ser-
vice are not denied to the
poor. The government
must also ensure that the
measures of new arbitra-
tion will help the poor
a t r e a s o n a b l e
charges.The government
is trying to imitate New
York, Paris, Stockholm,
London, Singapore, etc.
He requestedthe govern-
ment to be Indian and to
evolve an Indian model
by being Indian in draft-
ing the Bill, by takinginto
account the concerns of
the Indian people, most
of whom are poor. For
them, the change of name
will bring no solution.
He concluded by saying
that as a communist he
would be raising his
voice for the people and
not for the rich.

Refer Energy Bill
to Standing
Committee

Participating in the
discussionon the Energy
Conservation(Amendment)
Bill 2022,
BinoyViswamsaid on
December 12,that the Bill
has to be improvedand
for that he requested the
government to refer it
tothe Standing Commit-
tee at least. The Energy
Conservation Act, the
primary Act, was passed
by theParliament in 2001.
To amend it, thepresent
Bill comes in 2022. Times
have changed and there

is a pressing demand
from all the countries of
the world to conserve
energy. Climateissues
have come to the fore.
That is why in COP26 and
in all such international
debates and
meetings,climatic issues
are in the forefront. Even
in G20, the target was cli-
mate.

In his speech to
G20,prime minister
spoke about the utility of
nectar and Panchamrit,
and focused on climate
issues. Referring to what
PM said, CPI leader said
that it is not the ministry
of power thatshould
have piloted the Bill, it
should have been done
by the ministry of envi-
ronment, forest and
climate change
(MoEFCC).

He said that there is a
clash of interests in the
Bill. He pointed out that
we are concerned about
carbonemission and the
world, as a whole, thinks
about reduction of car-
bon, while the Bill is
mainly focusing on trade
of carbon. Trade is not
the most important thing
but there must be efforts
made to cut down the
carbon use and reduce
the carbon trade. But we
talk mainly on trade
nowadays. Trade is not
going to help us. On
thisissue of carbon emis-
sion, global warming
and climate change, no
amount of trade will help
us. The Bill has to be al-
tered fundamentally to
see that measures to re-
duce carbon usage have
been taken as the main
point to be attended to or
not.

BinoyViswam ob-
served that centralization
is the key point in all the
Bills moved by the
governmentof today.
Our country is a federal
country and not a unitary
one. But, thisBill under-
lines the government’s
politics of centralization.
We can see that there is
a Bureau of
Energymainly con-
trolled by the Union
government. Other min-

istries and states are
pushed to the back
benches. This too needs
to be changed. The gov-
ernment talks about so
many measures to be
taken, but the question
that haunts all of us is as
to who is the regulator.
The Bill is silent onthat
point. The Bill talks
about the penalty and
that penalty is of Rs 10
lakhs. In theearlier days,
we took the stand that the
polluter pays.
Manypeople thought
that it is a very positive
approach. But now this
Bill preaches a new ten-
dency — let us pollute
and then pay. Reduce
pollution, reduce emis-
sion andcontrol it.
Punish them but instead
of that the government
says you pay us money
and pollute us. We dis-
cuss the Bill in Delhi
which is, nowadays,
called as the capital of
pollution. The Bill is also
a supportive step to-
wards pollution. That
iswhy it needs to be over-
hauled thoroughly. Let
us take it back to the Se-
lect Committee and have
a threadbare discussion.
Otherwise the Bill may
fail its purpose. The Bill
must positively guide
the nation towards a car-
bon-free surrounding.
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CPI national execu-
tive member Sandosh
Kumar P demanded in
Rajya Sabha on Decem-
ber 13, 2022 measures to
uplift the Adivasis and
Dalits. He was partici-
pating in the discussion
on the Constitution
(Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes) Orders
(Second Amendment)
Bill, 2022.

 He said that earlier at
the 256th session of Rajya
Sabha he had a chance to
take part in a similar dis-
cussion, that is, the
inclusion of a particular
community to the list of
STs. There are demands
from various communi-
ties throughout the
country for inclusion in
this particular list.

Sandosh Kumar P ob-
served that the House
and, especially, the gov-
ernment should
seriously think about the
status and plight of
Adivasis and Dalits in
this country. He said that
he is raising the question
again as he does not think
that the inclusion, chang-
ing, shifting, exclusion
alone will help the
upliftment of Adivasis.
For example, let us take
the case of nomadic

Caste Census Must to Uplift Adivasis, Dalits: CPI
tribes. In 1871, in the Brit-
ish India, the British
declared certain tribes as
criminals and listed as
notified tribes. They
were notified as they
were in the fight against
the British. Soon after
Independence, it was in
the year 1949 that one of
the finest pieces of legis-
lation was enacted in
Independent India,

which was de-notifica-
tion of these tribes.

He said that according
to 2011 Census, we have
now 11 crores of nomadic
tribes, denotified class of
tribes in our country. He
enquired whether the
government has any-
thing related to the status
of nomadic tribes in our
country — their rate of
unemployment, status of
their education, employ-
ment. Even the
government may not be
aware of the position of
the fundamental rights of

these nomadic tribes,
which are more than 11
crores in our country. He
urged the government to
seriously think of it. Sec-
ondly, unemployment
and lack of educational
facilities are also haunt-
ing the tribes, he said and
added that efforts must
be made for reservation
in the private sector. He
stressed that government

should have a real plan
to get it implemented in
the private sector. He
remarked that he does
not think it has any plan
to get it implemented.

Raising the issue of
untouchability, CPI
leader said that in our
country, even the Dalit
panchayat presidents,
sarpanches are facing the
threat of untouchability.
It is happening in almost
all parts of the country.
Among the only excep-
tions are states like
Kerala. Efforts must be

made to try to change the
situation. Speaking in
support of caste census,
Sandosh said that there
are hundreds of castes in
this country with their
own codes and every-
thing. The government’s
move to introduce Uni-
form Civil Code (UCC)
will endanger the pros-
pects of all these tribes
and Dalits in our coun-
try. Sandosh said that
Communist Party of In-
dia too demands caste
census.

Sandosh said drawing
attention to the Kerala
Institute for Research,
Training and Develop-
ment Studies of
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled tribes
(KIRTADS)taking up the
study of the details of the
status of Dalits and tribes.
He pointed out that it
was only after a scientific
study that we include a
particular caste to that of
tribes. Without a proper
study, we cannot include
a particular tribe or
group into another
group. There must be an
anthropological study. It
should not be a mere
political slogan. There
are demands from vari-
ous parts of the country,
but in Kerala, there is
already the practice to
study the issue scientifi-
cally.

He pointed out that in
many parts of the coun-
try Dalits are converted
and listed in the tribes
list. This is nothing new.
For example, the
Mavilan community in
Kerala was part of Dalits
and they were transferred
to the list of tribes. Such
things may happen in
future also. The govern-
ment must think about
the Dalits and Adivasis
very seriously. This
should not be an election
manifesto.

Stressing on the issue
of comprehensive caste

census, Sandosh said that
there is the need to con-
duct such Census in our
countrysince caste mani-
fests in socio, economic,
political and educational
i n e q u a l i t i e s . B u t
unfortunatelyno official
caste census is available
except of Dalits and
Adivasis, which are col-
lected through the
Census of India.

In fact, a full caste cen-
sus was last carried out
about 90 years ago in
1931. Although an at-
tempt was made in June
2011 to conduct socio-
economic and caste
census (SECC) with an
aim to understand the
socio-economic status of
rural and urban house-
holds, the complete
report is yet to be pub-
lished. The SECC data
excluding caste data was
finalised and published
by the two ministries in
2016. Nothing has hap-
pened thereafter. The
enumeration of castes,
their populations and
collection of data regard-
ing their social
backwardness and edu-
cational and economic
status would provide a
concrete basis for the for-
mulation of socio and
economic policies. Even
the reservation policies
can be redefined on the
basis of the latest caste
census.

If we are seriously
concerned about the so-
cial hierarchy,
caste-based discrimina-
tions and
under-representation of
various castes and com-
munities, there is a critical
need to conduct a com-
prehensive caste census
because Concrete poli-
cies cannot be
formulated in the ab-
sence of it. The
government must make
serious efforts to conduct
comprehensive caste
census in the country, he
said.

The Government of
Maharashtra came out
with an unusual decision
a day after giving the
award to Marathi trans-
lation of KobadGhandy’s
book “Fractured Free-
dom”. The Marathi book
is published by
Lokvangmaygriha and
translated by
AnaghaLele. The deci-
sion taken was to
withdraw the award
given to AnaghaLele for
the translation of the
book.  

The committee ap-

Award Withdrawn from Marathi
Translation of ‘Fractured Freedom’

pointed by government
of Maharashtra declared
awardsfor twoother
books of
Lokvangmaygriha. One
was written by
ProfessorBaviskar of
JNU titled “Bhura”, the
other was written by ex-
UGC chairman
SukhdeoThorat about
the status of the
marginalized called
“VanchitAncheVartaMan”
and the third award was
given to the translation of
the book “Fractured
Freedom,” byKobad

Gandhi.
The government of

Maharashtra issued a
notification cancelling
the award given to the
translator. 

Eminent personalities
have protestedagainst
this undemocratic deci-
sion and interference of
the state government in
imposing their view on
the committee.PWA has
also issued a protest let-
ter. Baviskar along with
AnandaKarandikar of
Pune,another award

On Page 14
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STUDY &
STRUGGLE

Even school-going
children belonging to
families with limited re-
sources do not have
access to
basic education, let alone
quality education. This
is mainly due to various
constraints like lack of
study materials or inad-
equate number of trained
teachers with the skills to
impart education effec-
tively.

The pandemic has
been an eye-opener for
the existing and under-
lying inequality that
prevails in the Indian
education system. While
the government has been
implementing certain
measures to ensure equal
rights to education for all
children, there remains a
significant gap, leaving
behind several students.

 Disparity in well-be-
ing, especially for
children, is not uncom-
mon in a developing
country like India with a
diverse demography.
The unprecedented pan-
demic has further
highlighted the reality
that not every child in the
country has access to a
quality education. De-
spite several
interventions by the cen-
tral and state
governments to
minimise the impact of
the disruptions on
children’s health and
development, certain is-
sues like education still
need to be addressed as
top priority.

One of the biggest ex-
amples of inequality in
the education system can
be that many children
living in poverty can’t
afford to go to school.
Even school-going chil-
dren belonging to
families with limited re-
sources do not have
access to basic education,
let alone quality educa-
tion. This is mainly due

How Children with Limited Resources
Face Inequality in Education

to various constraints
like lack of study mate-
rials or inadequate
number of trained teach-
ers with the skills to
impart education effec-
tively.

To bridge the gap and
ensure equality in edu-
cation, the government
has introduced one of the
world’s largest and
unique programmes –
the Anganwadi Service
Scheme. Making educa-
tion accessible to all is one
of the principal objec-
tives of this scheme.

However, the disrup-

tions caused by the pan-
demic and the
subsequent nationwide
lockdown resulted in the
closure of the
Anganwadi centers,
thereby impacting the
systematic learning of
around 24 million chil-
dren in the country.

There is also a press-
ing issue concerning how
parents in remote areas
should be trained to take
care of the early stimula-
tion activities for the
psychosocial develop-
ment of children.

This has a major nega-
tive long-term impact on
the physical and mental
health of children, and
the authorities should
earnestly undertake
measures to assess the
situation and introduce
comprehensive and
counteractive services to
compensate for the
losses in early childhood
education.

There has been a 3.55
percent drop in the en-

rolment of children with
specific needs to formal
academia during the
peak of the pandemic.
Also, owing to the nation-
wide lockdowns and
closures of schools, the
offline education system
transitioned to online
learning, impacting sev-
eral students who lacked
primary resources for
digital learning.

Findings from surveys
suggest that 29.6 million
children across the coun-
try had no access to any
digital device when
schools were closed in

2021. The data indicates
that during the pro-
longed period of online
teaching, ‘29.6 million
children’ in India had no
access to formal educa-
tion.

In addition to the dis-
parity in opportunities,
studies have also re-
vealed that there has
been a significant gender
gap in the access and use
of digital devices for
learning, with girl stu-
dents having lesser
access to electronic de-
vices while spending
more time on domestic
chores and responsibili-
ties.

The primary reason
can be attributed to eco-
nomic restraints, which
have also resulted in the
disruption of virtual
learning despite having
a digital device.

The pandemic has
been an eye-opener for
the existing and under-
lying inequality that
prevails in the Indian

education system. While
the government has been
implementing certain
measures to ensure equal
rights to education for all
children, there remains a
significant gap, leaving
behind several students
in the darkness of misfor-
tune.

To effectively address
the issues behind this
dichotomy of fate, not
only the government but
private players like
NGOs will have to come
forward and collaborate
with corporates to create
a holistic ecosystem
where education will
become basic nutrition
for the lesser
advantaged children.

Social activism and
philanthropism must
harness its full potential
in bridging the ever-wid-
ening inequality gap. It
is vital to focus on inclu-
sive and sustainable
development, while
there is also an indis-
pensable need for the
increase of funding for
the social sector to ad-
dress these issues.

These days, several
initiatives are being
taken by social activists
and non-profit groups to
reach out to children
from every corner of the
country and they are pro-
vided with
opportunities of access-
ing quality education.

English education
must continue in

schools
The RSS-BJP govern-

ment in the name of
Indian culture wants to
prevent a majority wants
create inequality in the
Indian society. Why a
handful of privileged
children must learn En-
glish and the majority
rest should learn in their
mother tongue? It will
create linguistic barriers
in the Indian society. Let
us learn all the languages

without any prejudices.
The language must the
be convenient and com-
fortable in their content
and composition. When
the children of all
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leaders, including
Union ministers, chief
ministers, MPs, MLA, go
to English medium
schools,” why not the
children of Dalits,
adivasis, OBC and chil-
dren of minority must
not learn English in
schools. The National
Education Policy, which
the Union Cabinet has
recently passed is stress-
ing for education only in
national language, that is
in their mother tongue. If
you want to speak to
people of rest of the
world, Hindi will not
work, English will.

The BJP that leaders of
the party do not want
English to be taught in
schools, but all their chil-
dren to go to English
medium schools. BJP
leaders don’t want En-
glish to be taught in
schools. But children of
all their leaders go to
English medium
schools. Actually, they
don’t want children of
poor farmers and
labourers to learn En-
glish, dream big and get
out of their fields. The
children of poor farmers
and labourers to go and
compete with Americans
and win over them using
their language.
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ANUPPUR:Our coun-
try is passing through a phase
when our roots are chal-
lenged. People are locked up
in jails in the name of crimes
never committed. There is no
concern for human
values.The land is turning
barren as there are attempts
to destroy our composite
culture.

The media is in the
hands of corporates. It has
now become very clear
for whom and in which di-
rection they are
campaigning.Communalism
is thriving strengthening
the divisive forces.  Com-
munalism and
dictatorship have taken
in their cusp everything
that is called democratic.
It is high time for the writ-
ers to use the only
weapon they have, and it
is their talent to get re-
flected in their writing
everything that is unethi-
cal.

These views were ex-
pressed in the two-day
Anuppurstate confer-
ence of Madhya Pradesh
Progressive Writers As-
sociation (PWA). Many
speakers presented their
views in the conference
on the topics like ‘Progres-
sive Writers’ Movement:
Challenges and Respon-

Madhya Pradesh State Conference of PWA

Writers Warn of
Corporatisation, Communalism

sibilities’ and ‘Role of
Writers in Changing Po-
l i t i c a l
Circumstances’.Apart
from the views of learned
speakers in various ses-
sions, through folk
dances, songs, poster
exhibitions, poetry,
seminars, rallies by IPTA
artists, it was successfully
conveyed that writers
were ready to meet their
responsibility and face
the challenges of today’s
times.

Addressing the inau-
gural session of the
conference, Vibhuti
Narayan Rai, working
president of PWA, said
that in 1947, even atthe
time of bloodshed and
excitement, our Constitu-
tion was getting written
in our country and after
it came in the public
view, was proved to be
the best book in the
world. The countrymen
have been given the right
to equality on the basis
of secularism in the Con-
stitution. At present the
values of the Constitu-
tion are being trampled
upon.

Education in the coun-
try is being ruined.The
appointment of chancel-
lors in universities is

questionable. The dan-
ger of our times has been
identified. Similar
threats were also there in
1936 at the time of forma-
tion of PWA. The biggest
danger is that of oppor-
tunism. Many writers are
looking for opportunity
in disaster. They are
ready to sell and negoti-
ate, and are prepared to
be blind, dumb and deaf
too. There is a need to pay
attention to the internal
crises of writers. It was
Premchandwho had said
that anti-human thoughts
must be hated. Ques-
tions must be raised on
the authors who partici-
pate in the celebrations
of fascist governments.
The members of PWA
should be against super-
stition and bigotry. It is
a human quality for the
members of PWA to con-
nect with the values.

Poet and cultural ac-
tivist Gauhar Raza said
that wherever fascism
has come in the world, it
has made the first attack
on writers and
artists.After the year
2014, the attacks on writ-

ers started in our coun-
try as well.This was
realized by artists and
writers and more than
500 enlightened people
returned their awards.
One of the writers said
that in a society where
equality could not be
thought of, education
was not available to
all.There was no equal-
ity in the rights of men
and women. In such a
society and country, a
book like our
Constitutionwas written
which talks about equal-
ity for all.

Instead of being iden-
tified by the religion,
caste and food, a bigger
and better identity “of
being an Indian” was cre-
ated. It took 90 years to
build this identity. In
shaping this Indian iden-
tity, Nehru and Gandhi,
as well as the Soviet
Union and the country’s
left movement had a
major share. We got eas-
ily the rights for which
people of other countries
had to struggle through
the Constitution.At the
end of his address,
Gauhar Raza recited two
famous nazms on de-
mand from the audience.

National general sec-

retary of PWA Sukhdev
Singh Sirsa said that
Guru Granth is estab-
lished in the homes of
Punjab, which is sung
and read along with
music. Four hundred and
seventy eightyears ago,
the editor of the Guru
Granth included the
works of 36 saint poets in
it. Out of these only six
poets were from Punjab.
Punjab had faced all
kinds of attacks and had
seen the crop of dead
bodies growing. Writers
have to guard the tradi-
tion and shared culture.

In the second session,
Sirsa said that the ideol-
ogy of PWA is clear. Only
those who believeinits
ideology should join it.
Only writing is not our
job. What to write? Write
for whom? We have to
t a k e d e c i s i o n a b o u t
these.We are not preach-
ers. The PWA had given
assistance of Rs 10 lakh
to the Kisan
Andolan.Farmer organi-
zations did not allow any
political party to share the
stage. But they gave us
the platform on January
1, 2020 for three
hours.We have to create

Harnaam Singh and
Giriraj Kushwah

Sukhdev Singh Sirsa and Vibhuti Narayan Rai addressing the conference
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our own identity.People
should know what we
are.

Surjit Singh Jaz of
Punjab Progressive Writ-
ers Association said that
the farmers of Punjab,
Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh have shown the
example of their mili-
tancy to the world.

Shekhar Malik of
Jharkhand PWA said that
the society which was
dreamt of has not come
into existence. The
struggle continues. IPTA
representative Seema
Rajoria called upon
women and youth to
walk together. Ashok
Shirode of Chhattisgarh
also addressed. The
greeting messages of
Virender Jain of Janwadi
Writers Association and
Ramsagar Singh, General
Secretary of Gujarat Pro-
gressive Writers
Association were read
out.

PWA national secre-
tary Vineet Tiwari said in
his addresses in various
sessions that we donot
wish for any
platform.Our solidarity
is what gives us courage.
We need to expand and
refine our
boundaries.We have to
lookfor new words to
address and openly dis-
cuss basic questions.The
festivals celebrated by
corporate media in the

name of literature are
nothing but contempt to
literature and deviation
from public issues.The
new economic slavery
through various agree-
ments was accepted at a
time when Babri Masjid
was demolished and
communalism raised its
head. But at the cultural
level, only the threat of
communalism was rec-
ognized, the subtlety of
capitalism was not
looked into.

The methods of ex-
ploitation are changing
in the country, it needs to
be recognized. We can
also play the role of an
activist through writing
to expose their con-
spiracy. Taking to the
streets is not the only
way of resistance.

While evaluating the
time since the last con-
vention of PWA till date,
president of MP PWA
Rajendra Sharma said
that the country is going
through a very bad
phase.Due to corruption
and mismanagement, we
have seen people suffer-
ing. He sent greetings to
Malay ji, resident of
Jabalpur, a senior col-
league of PWA,
remembering himon his
93rd birthday, on behalf
of the conference.

According to senior
poet Kumar Ambuj, lit-
erature is the
mediumand the toolsto
face the challenges of the

times.Fascism has en-
tered the country and is
spreading like cancer.It
cannot be ignored.

Shailendra Shelly,
general secretary of MP
PWA in his report re-
membered the comrades
who had left us and un-
derlined their
contribution.He said that
the rights to unleash
movements for social
justice, equality, human
rights, democracy and
freedom of expression
are being snatched away
in the country.

VijendraSoni, general
secretary of the organiz-
ing committee
welcoming the delegates
said that entire humanity
is in trouble.  Others who
spoke include senior
poet and editor Aarti,
Pavitra Salalpuria,
Ramakant Srivastava,
Sewaram Tripathi, Vijay
Shankar Chaturvedi of
Satna, Someshwar Singh
of Sidhi, PR Malaiya of
Sagar (M.P.),Dinesh
Bhatt of Chhindwara,
Chinmay Mishra,
S a n d e e p
K u m a r , P a r m a n a n d
Tiwari, Neeraj Jain of
Datia, Rajeev Kumar
Shukla of Jabalpur.

Before the inaugural
session of the confer-
ence, a huge rally was
taken out by writers, art-
ists, cultural workers in
Anuppur city.  An exhi-
bition was organized at
the venueof posters of

Pankaj Dixit, Mukesh
Bijaule, Ashok Dubey,
Anil Karmele, young
caricaturist Kush Kumar
of Ashok Nagar.

A resolution to cel-
ebrate on a large scale in
the coming yearsthe
birth centenaries of fa-
mous writerslike
HarishankarParsai, dra-
matist and writer Habib
Tanveer was adopted in
the conference. In another
resolution, discontent
over the imposition of
war by imperialism at the
global level, expressing
concern over the grow-
ing dictatorial tendencies
in the world, was ex-
pressed  raising voice
against them. Alsoa reso-
lution was adopted to
resist the ever-increasing
forces of dictatorship,
suppression of human
rights activists and kill-
ing of writers.

Besides president
Sewaram Tripathi, gen-
eral secretary Tarun
Guha Niyogi, treasurer
Sudhir Sahu, seven mem-
bers in the board of
patrons, 12 in the
president’s board, 10 in
the secretary’s board and
19 in the executive force
were declared elected in
the elections held in the
conference.

Welcome address in
the conference was given
by Ramesh Kumar Singh,
welcome song by Meena
Singh and Narendra
Singh in Bagheli, public

song was sung by Nisar
Ali and HurbanoSaifi
and their colleagues.

Many books were re-
leased in the conference.
“Smarika” was released
by the editorinchief and
guestsofhonour, the re-
lease of the Constitution
and manifesto of the or-
ganization by the
representatives of the
Mandsaur unit, the re-
lease of the book
“KaisePremgeet Main
Gaun” by PRMalaviya,
“Hum Jeevit Rahenge
Hawaon Mein”, a Poetry
collection was released
by Virendra Pradhan,
“Meri Awaz”,again a po-
etry collection was
released by Pratibha
Singh.

Many poets including
Shiv Kumar Mishra
Saras, Yasin Khan,
Mohammad Kasim
Allahabadi, Dinesh
Kushwaha, Ram Nihor
Tiwari, Santosh Kumar
Dwivedi, Aarti,
Ramnaresh Tiwari,
Kiran Singh, Deepak
Agarwal, Dr. Parmanand
Tiwari, Jagdish Pyasi
recited the composition
in the Kavi  Goshthi.
President ofPWA
Anuppurunit Girish
Patel thanked the repre-
sentatives and guests.
About 150 representa-
tives from 19 district
units participated in the
conference.

The participation
from all the corners of
Madhya Pradesh in the
Anuppur conference was
remarkable considering
the situations prevailing
in the BJP ruled state. A
huge rally was taken out
by the delegates on the
streets of Anuppur, an
expression of the grand
success of the
AnuppurConference of
the Progressive Writers
Association, Madhya
Pradesh.

The support from the
people’s organizations,
trade unions, cultural
organizations and the
general public of
Anuppur was tremen-
dous and overwhelming.

A view of the PWA session
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Mining in KGF started
by Jhon Taylor & Sons in
1880 which operated till
1956. The total area of
KGF is about 12,600
acres. In 1972, Bharat
Gold Mines Ltd (BGML)
was formed. Last wage
revision of employees at
BGML was implemented
in 1987. Referred to BIFR
in 1992. Efforts were
made to handover some
closed operations to a
private company in 1994.
Three companies
shortlisted from among
18 companies to take over
KGF in 1997. Decision
was taken to to close
mining operations based
on BIFR recommenda-
tion in 2000. Mining at
KGF comes to an end in
February 2001.

Liquidation case
reaches Karnataka High
Court in 2000 and contin-
ues till now. Closure
order was set aside by the
HC in 2001. About 3,100
of 3,500 employees did
not take VRS in 2001. HC
order upheld the

Saga of Kolar Gold Fields

company’s closure sub-
ject to payment of
modified VRS as per
2001 to be offered to
employees and also fixed
price for quarters to be
handed over to employ-
ees in 2003.

There was tender to
identify a new partner to
restart the company
along with the employ-
ees in 2008. With gold

prices going up, HC
stayed tender and di-
rected for reopening in
2010. SC directs imple-
mentation of 2006
Cabinet order and hand
over the company to

employees in 2013.
When the operations

ceased in 2001, mining
was being conducted at
the depth of 3.2 km with

about 1,400 km length of
tunnel network. An esti-
mated 50 million tonnes
of ore yielded officially
about 800 tonnes of gold.
In its peak, the yield of
gold in KGF was as high
as 45 gram per tonne of
ore in the 1880s, and
when it was closed it had
come down to less than
3 gram.

It is estimated that
about 35 to 40 million
tonnes of tail dumps is
available and about 0.7
grams of gold could be
extracted from a tonne of
processed ore. It is esti-
mated that about 20
tonnes of gold could be

H. B. Harish Bala

The National Secretariat of the Commu-
nist Party of India issued the following
statement on December 16, 2022:

It is a matter of serious concern that the
amount of bad loans/Non Performing
Assets in the Banks increasing and equally
disturbing is the huge write off of such bad
loans in favor of the big corporate com-
panies who take loans from the Banks and
do not repay.

Few days ago, in a written reply to the
Parliament, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman has informed that during the
last four years from 2019 to 2022, public
sector banks and private sector banks have
written off bad loans to the extent of Rs.
8,48,186 crores.

Replying to the discussion on this Ques-
tion, Finance Minister said that this
amount is not actually written off and the

same would be recovered.
In another reply, the minister of state for

finance Dr. Bhagwat Karad has informed
that in the last five years from 2018 to 2022,
Banks have written off Rs. 10,09,510 crores.
Karad further informed that out of these
loans written off, only Rs. 1,32,036 crores
have been recovered. This clearly shows that

against loans written off, only 13 per cent
was actually recovered and the Banks
have lost the balance 87 percent that is Rs
8,77,474 crores.  Still Nirmala Sitharaman
has informed the Parliament that the writ-
ten off loans are being recovered. This is
only hoodwinking the people of our coun-
try.

Written Off Recovery in Written

Amount  Rs. in crores Off Accounts

2017-18    1,61,328     12,881

2018-19    23,6,265 25,501

2019-20    2,34,170 30,016

2020-21    2,02,781 30,104

available from the tail
dumps. The KGF has 13
mounds of cyanide
dumps spread across
about 300 acres, and about
60 mining shafts are now
filled with water.

The government shut
down the company when
gold price was low and
about ¹ 400 per gram be-
sides the government had
fixed administrative price
for the company leading
to loss. Now, price of gold
is as high as ¹ 5,000 per
gram and mining opera-
tion would be viable only
if we recover one gram per
tonne.

Do not Protect Corporate Bank Loan Defaulters: CPI
Names, Amount Must be Publicized
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What is Wrong in Labour Codes III
R S Yadav

On Page 14

Issues of concern
1. Retrenchment/

lay-off/closure made
easier: Till now the em-
ployers cannot lay-off or
retrench any worker or
close the establishment
without the prior per-
mission of the
government, where the
establishment has over
100 workers. Now
thisthreshold has been
raised to 300 in the Code
(section77). This roughly
means that around 70
per cent of workers who
were getting the protec-
tion of this provision will
no more be eligible for it.
The code has made
easier to lay-off, retrench
workers or to close an
establishment. This
great relaxation to the
employers is a great at-
tack on the working
class.

 Earlier to 1984, the
Industrial Disputes Act
had the provision that
where the establishment
had not less than 300
workers, no worker will
be retrenched or laid off
without three months’
notice or payment of
wage for this period in
lieu of notice, and prior
permission of the appro-
priate government.
However, in 1984 the
then Congress govern-
ment led by Rajiv Gandhi
substituted “one hun-
dred” for the words
“three hundred” which
reflected the benevo-
lence of the government
and the primeminister
towards the workers.
Now the change from
“one hundred” to “three
hundred” reflected the
anti-working class and
pro-capitalist character
of the BJP-led Narendra
Modi government and
its cruelty to the workers.

2. “Hire and fire”

made easier: Various
provisions of this Code
as well as other Codes
suggest that labour laws
have been cleverly so
changed that the employ-
ers have now got a liberty
to “hire and fire”.

3. Laid-off workers
in establishments em-
ploying less than 50
workers debarred from
compensation for lay-off
(section65).

4. Contract workers
and casual labour get no
protection from retrench-
ment/lay-off, and they
have no right to get com-
pensation for lay-off. Are
they children of a lesser
God?

5. Registration of
trade unions has been
made difficult. The Trade
Union Act. 1926 pro-
vided that “any seven or
more members of a Trade
Union may apply for reg-
istration of the Trade
Union”. But in this Code
a condition has been
added that: “No Trade
Union of workers shall be
registered unless at least
ten per cent of the work-
ers or one hundred
workers whichever is
less, engaged or em-
ployed in the industrial
establishment or indus-
try with which it is
connected are the mem-
bers of such Trade Union
on the date of making of
application for registra-
tions”. In the hostile
environment where
those who apply for reg-
istration are in many case
dismissed from job by
the employers, the con-
dition of membership of
“ten percent or one hun-
dred, whichever is less”
may prove to be difficult
to comply.

6. Section 6 (4) of the
Code says that: “ A reg-
istered Trade Union shall

at all times continue to
have not less than ten per
cent of the total workers
or one hundred workers,
whichever is less, subject
to a minimum of seven,
engaged or employed in
an industrial establish-
ment or industry with
which it is connected, as
its members”. The pur-
pose of this provision is
nothing but harassing
the Trade Union and dis-
continue its registration.
Many employers have
the expertise of foul play
to create such a condition
for discontinuation of a
Trade Union’s registra-
tion.

Earlier there was no
such provision in the
Trade Unions Act, 1926.
But in 2002, the then BJP-
led NDA inserted this as
section 9A which de-
fined the anti-working
class character of the BJP.

7. The ILO Govern-
ing Body’s Committee
on Freedom of Associa-
tion had earlier pointed
out that the minimum
membership require-
ment of 100 workers for
registration of a Trade
Union and continuation
of registration is not in
conformity with ILO
Convention No.87.

8. To make the func-
tioning of a Trade Union
difficult, the Code
hasprovided that  if the
Registrar is satisfied that
the members in a Trade
Union has fallen “below
ten per cent of total work-
ers or one hundred,
whichever is less”, the
registration of the Trade
Union shall be cancelled
by the Registrar.

9. In many cases for
registration of the
unions, it is the general

experience of the trade
union movement that
the Registrars usually
work and take decisions
under the pressure of the
Government or the un-
lawful influence of the
employers, and delay/
deny registration of trade
unions. The intention
behind the provision of
“continuation of ten per-
cent of total workers or
one hundred workers,
whichever is less” in this
Code is nothing but to
make registration of a
Trade Union more diffi-
cult, and to cancel the
registration damn easy.

10. The Code does
not specify within what
time limit the Registrar
should decide the appli-
cation for registration by
a Trade Union. Misusing
such an unclear position,
the Registrars do not
take decisions on the
applications for months
and even years.

11. While section 22
of the Trade Unions Act
provided that “not less
than one half of the total
number of the office bear-
ers of any registered
trade union shall be per-
sons actually engaged in
an industry with which
the Trade Union is con-
nected, section 23(1) of
the Code also provided
for “not less than one-half
of the total number of the
office-bearers” in the un-
organised sector” only.
This is a clever move to
confuse that nothing has
been changed in this re-
spect.

 Section 23 (2) of Code
however shows that a
significant change has
been made, This section
provided that “all office-
bearers of a registered
Trade Union, except not
more than one-third of
the total number of office
bearers or five, which-

ever is less, shall be per-
sons actually engaged or
employed in the estab-
lishment with which the
Trade Union is con-
nected”. It needs
attention that here no
mentionhas been made
of “organized” or “un-
organised” sector.
However, read with sec-
tion 23(1), it is not
difficult to understand
that this provision is for
“organized” sector. Thus
the proportion of office-
bearers “not connected
with the industry” (i.e.
non-employees) has
been reduced from not
more than 50 per cent to
not more than 33 per cent
in the organized sector to
which bulk of the trade
unions belong. This is
detrimental to the func-
tioning of trade unions.
It is well known that of-
fice-bearers of trade
unions, who are employ-
ees themselves, remain
under threat of disciplin-
ary actions including
dismissal which tends to
hinder union activities,
while non-employee of-
fice-bearers are immune
to such threats from the
employers and can work
and take decisions with-
out any risk of reprisal
from the employers.

 The un-organised sec-
tor is very weak in
unionization, and orga-
nizing strong unions in
this sector is a very tough
task. The hard fact re-
mains that bulk of the
effective trade unions are
in the organized sector ,
and when we talk of
Trade Union movement
it refers to trade unions
as they exist today, and
not as they should be. So
the provision of “not less
than one-half of the total
number of the office-bear-
ers in un-organised
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visive forces of RSS- BJP
combine and defeat the
nefarious designs of the
pro corporate anti-
people agenda of BJP. In
a rare gesture of express-
ing trade union
fraternity, national secre-
tary, BMS,
Radhakrishna, also par-
ticipated and greeted the
open session.

From the ILO,
SatashiSasoki, deputy di-
rector DWT India greeted,
sharing the concerns of the
ILO about the increasingly
dismal status of
unorganised sector work-
ers and the explicit deficit
of decent work.

Ambassador of the So-
cialist Republic of Vietnam
Nyugen Thanh Hai, ad-
dressing the session that
greeted him with, “mera
naam, tera naam, Viet-
nam , Vietnam”, said the
unity of the Indian Work-
ing class and the people of
Vietnam is historic. A mes-
sage from Vietnam, the
people who defeated the
all powerful imperialist
force of the United States
of America emphasised
that there is no alternative
to united workers move-
ments to establish a just
and socialist society.

Pambis Kyritsis, general
secretary of the World Fed-
eration of Trade Unions
greeted amidst, “Working
Class Unity Long Live”
and  “Long Live WFTU”.
While sharing the deep
concerns about the attacks
of the barbaric capitalist
system, the general secre-
tary of WFTU insisted that
there is dire need to
strengthen the trade
unions, cement the trade
union unity and politicise
the workers. He remem-
bered the contribution of
AITUC in forming and
strengthening WFTU. He
remembered respectfully
the mighty contributions
of S ADange, K L
Mahindra, Gurudas Das
Gupta and H Mahadevan.

In the post lunch session,
AITUC general secretary
Amarjeet Kaur placed the
report on the political and
economic developments.
The report in a nut shell

was brief and  profound.It
was bird’s eye view of the
prevailing political and
economical situation in the
country. A deep perceptive
note of the international
economic developments,
with the capitalist system
tightening its grips over the
economies and the grow-
ing obnoxious nexus
between the capitalist and
the ruling class with the
overt and covert blessings
of the WB-IMF-WTO trio
was presented by the gen-
eral secretary.
International politics, the
general secretary said with
a deserving poignance, is
increasingly getting into
the tightening glitches of
the finance capital. This,
obviously is throwing a
huge challenge to the
working class of the world,
said the report.

‘The situation in India
has gone from bad to
worse,‘ says the report
emphatically. The report
has captured the increas-
ingly devastating
condition of the workers
deliberately created by the
policies of BJP government.
Lambasting at the perni-
cious demonetisation,
GST, the outright sale of the
public sector and the ne-
fariously planned project
of National Monetisation
Policy, the report has viv-
idly projected, with the
substantiating inputs from
the Oxfam and authentic
assessments, the impact
that these policies have
had on the working class
in India.

The report of the gen-
eral secretary dwelt upon
deeply, reflecting the in-
tense anguish on the
corporate convertingof  the
Covid pandemic into a
money spinning moment
like a vulture eating into
the corpse. The report car-
ried in essence the greed of
the capitalists playing
havoc in the lives of the
working class.  The report
makes a very sincere as-
sessment of the communal
agenda of the RSS- BJP
combine and dissects as to
how the communal and
caste discrimination
should essentially be
fought by the workers of
India to remain united to
protect the Constitution
and the rights enshrined in

there.
On the convention of all

Central Trade Unions to be
held on January 30, 2023,
the report said, will chalk
out an intense path for
concrete struggles to be
taken unitedly in India.

‘Way forward’ is very
crucial. The report places
the challenges of strength-
ening and expanding, and
bringing in more number
of women and youth.

Delegates from the af-
filiates of WFTU also
g r e e t e d .
SotiroullaCharalambas,
the general secretary of
PEO, Cyprus,
BachirAlhalboni, Presi-
dent GFTU, Syria,
ShemingVitaliy, chairman
‘Amanat’, the Common-
wealth of Trade Unions of
Kazaksthan, Premal
Kumar Kanal, resident of
Nepal, Janaka Adhikari,
Srilanka and Mauricio
Miguel, CGPT-IN Portugal
had brought and presented
their warm revolutionary
greetings from the work-
ers of their respective
countries.

Messages of greetings
were received from George
Mavricos, honorary presi-
dent of WFTU, the All
China Federation of Trade
Unions,  Vietnam General
Confederation of Labour,
PAME- All Workers Mili-
tant Front, Greece,
Bangladesh Trade Union
Centre, Labour United-
Educational League, New
York, National Confedera-
tion of Trade Unions,
ZENROREN, Tokyo,
Ceylon Bank Employees
Union, Gyuana Agricul-
tural Workers Union, All
Pakistan Federation of
United Trade Unions,
Nakhliat-Is, Turkey,
KASBI, Indonesia.

Four commissions on
the following topics were
held in the morning session
of December 19:

*On Public Sector en-
terprises and government
sector: Privatisation poli-
cies, the haste and spree to
privatize the PSUs and the
impact on the economy
and workers etc are fo-
cused. The report focusses
on the contribution of the
PSUs in the growth of In-
dian economy.

*Attack on the labour

rights and codification of
labour laws: The labour
codes are detrimental to
the workers and trade
unions. They are aimed to
cater to the needs of the
private enterprises.

*Attacks on the
unorganised sector work-
ers’ welfare issues and
challenges for the trade
unions:  97 percent of the
workforce in India is un-
der unorganized sector.
They contribute 60 per cent
to the GDP. The unorga-
nized sector is expanding.
Social composition of the
unorganized sector work-
ers reveals social exclusion
of the unorganized sector
workers. There is politics
in the informality of
economy and encouraging
informalisation of
economy and work. There
is a political angle in keep-
ing the workers ignorant
and subjugated.
Organising the unorga-
nized is the imperative for
the expansion of trade
unions and to protect
democratic character.

*On the organization,
its expansion and strength-
ening:

 The commission makes
a SWOT analysis to im-
prove, expand and
strengthen.

More than 50 delegates
took part in the discus-
sions. Representatives of
fraternal trade unions from
the banks, LIC, General
Insurance, BSNL, state
government employees
participated and greeted.

Twentyfive resolutions
on the crucial issues such
as condemning and resolv-
ing to fight the divisive
communal agenda of BJP,
to fight against its policies
of privatisation, demand-
ing to stop attacks on
banking, insurance and fi-
nancial sector, to repeal the
four labour codes, to
universalise maternity
benefits to all women work-
ers were unanimously
adopted.

Among those others
who greeted the confer-
ence were Annie Raja,
general secretary, NFIW,
Vicky Maheswari,general
secretary, AISF and
Thirumalai,general secre-
tary AIYF.

AITUC general secre-
tary Amarjeet Kaur in her
summing up urged upon
the AITUC cadres to re-

new their commitment, to
its resolve to save Indian
democracy and protect the
Indian Constitution.  This
she emphasised, was a
great responsibility of
AITUC since it was this
organisation in its second
conference in the year
1921, had given out the
call for ‘purna swaraj’ for
India from the British.

She called upon the del-
egates to reach out to the
toilers to create aware-
ness, consciousness,and
political clarity among
them. It was the ideology
belonging to the working
class that brings out with
ominous clarity the theme
hidden behind the layers
of soft expressions by the
BJP. In the conference, it
became transparent how
the BJP was following its
divisive communal
agenda.

The essence of the con-
ference, in its every exercise
and events, made it felt
that Working people’s
movement would go
ahead towards a new In-
dia, conceived with the
salient features of a plural-
istic, sovereign, secular,
socialist democracy.

The Conference elected
a new General Council.
Comrade Amargeet Kaur
as the General Secretary,
Com Ramender Kumar as
President and Com
BinoyViswam MP as the
Working President.

The Gurudas DasGupta
hall reverberated with slo-
gans of ‘ AITUC Zindabad’
and ‘Inqulab Zindabad’.
The 42nd session is yet an-
other milestone event that
met at the 103rd year of ex-
istence of AITUC. AITUC
comes out resplendent in
the hearth of resistance,
struggles and sacrifices.
The saga of sacrifices will
continue to gallop on a tire-
less march towards its
objective of socialism.

There was a massive
rally in the evening of 20th

December and public
meeting on the beautiful
shores of Alappuzha.
Comrades Amarjeet Kaur,
Kanam Rajendiran,
BinoyViswam, Ramender
Kumar, K P Rajendiran ad-
dressed to the enthusiastic
crowds. Com Pambis
Kyritsis, General secretary
WFTU addressed the rally.

From Front Page

Defeat BJP, Defeat Rightist...
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Diary of
International

Events
C. Adhikesavan

Recently, the govern-
ment in Iran has banned
morale police, now an-
other government in
Afghanistan has come
with banning women
from studying in univer-
sities. According to the
decision of the (Taliban)
government, higher edu-
cation for young women
is prohibited until fur-
ther notice,” the decree
states.

The order stresses that
it should be imple-
mented as soon as
possible and the minis-
try should be informed
of the measures taken.

The Taliban had al-
ready been criticized for
banning secondary edu-
cation for girls.

The UN Assistance
Mission in Afghanistan
(Unama) has called on
the authorities to allow
girls to attend secondary
school and expressed
concern that if the ban
remains in place, it will
exacerbate the country’s
crisis and poverty.

Afghanistan remains
mired in a deep crisis
after two decades of
armed conflict between
the Taliban and govern-
ments that relied on
military support from
the United States and
other North Atlantic
Treaty Organization
(NATO) countries.

The UN resident coor-
dinator in Afghanistan,
Ramiz Alakbarov, de-
nounced in mid-August
the growing
marginalization of
women after the return of
the Taliban to power, as
a significant setback in
the economic, political
and social rights of
women was observed.

According to the dip-
lomat, the full
reintegration of women
into the workforce is es-
sential to transform
Afghanistan’s economy.

Cuba Upholds
Universal free

Education
In each of those class-

rooms that opened their

Afghan Govt Bans Women
from Studying in Universities

doors for the 2022-2023
school year, lies the fu-
ture of a nation that
continues to defend the
right of its children and
youth to universal and
free education.

Every start of the
school year in Cuba is a
shared celebration expe-
rienced in the morning
hustle and bustle of
homes, in the colorful
streets, in the joyful bustle
of schools, and in the
photos that, in recent
times, overflow the digi-
tal networks.

This November 28
could not be different.
The whole island
dawned ready to receive
in 10,931 educational in-

stitutions more than
1,740,000 students who
for the first time, or as
part of their continuing
studies, went to the en-
counter with
knowledge.

In each of those class-
rooms that opened their
doors for the 2022-2023
school year, is the future
of a nation that continues
to defend, by overcom-
ing obstacles, the right of
its children and young
people to a full and free
education.

However, this will of
the country is faced with
many challenges. It is
known that, in spite of the
high financial amounts
that the State budget al-
locates to the
educational system,
there are economic and

material limitations that
cannot be solved at a
stroke of a pen, and de-
mand a greater effort
from teachers, parents
and students.

Some students will
share textbooks and oth-
ers will have the
blackboard temporarily
in a house or company be-
cause a devastating
cyclone took away their
little school; but no stu-
dent in Cuba will lack the
teaching staff necessary
to learn to read, to know
history, to unravel com-
plex mathematics, or to
train as artists, techni-
cians, athletes, doctors,
among other specialties.

With that certainty, the

First Secretary of the Cen-
tral Committee of the
Party and President of
the Republic, Miguel
Díaz-CanelBermúdez,
wrote on Twitter: “ It is
a day of victory and hap-
piness for Cuba. The
school year begins and
the classrooms are filled
with children and young
people to the satisfaction
of an entire people. We
woke up in Pinar del Rio,
in a school devastated by
the hurricane and re-
opened its doors.
Therein lies our creative
resistance.”

From now on, students
will continue filling their
backpacks with joy, de-
termination, confidence
and new learning.

Communist
Party of Austria

rejects both
NATO and

“neutrality”
The Communist Party

of Austria considers that
the definition of the
country as a “neutral”
state has been under-
mined by events, and a
sharp change is needed.

“Even though Austria
defines itself as a neutral
state, its trade policy is
part of globalized capi-
talism with all of its
injustices.”  Since the fall
of Soviet and Eastern Eu-
ropean socialism, and
especially since the
country’s entry into the

European Union, this
pattern has been
strengthened. This affects
Austria’s military pos-
ture too. The entry of
Sweden and Finland into
NATO and the Ukraine
war has intensified the
integration of “neutral”
Austria into imperial-
ism.

Austrian “neutrality”
was established at the
end of the Second World
War, when Soviet troops
liberated Vienna. But
there has been pressure
from the Austrian right
and military leaders to
drop the neutral stance
and join NATO. The en-
try into the European
Union, whose foreign
economic links go hand
in hand with military in-
terventions, has made

nonsense out of the tra-
ditional “neutral” stance.

The Communist Party
of Austria calls for a tran-
sition to an active and
real neutrality policy.

Washington
moves to brand

Russia
‘aggressor state’

Earlier, the US resisted
Ukraine’s calls to desig-
nate the country as a
“state sponsor of terror-
ism”. US lawmakers and
officials are working to-
gether to introduce a bill
to Congress labelling
Russia as an ”aggressor
state” over its military
operation in Ukraine,
the. Critics have called
the measure a PR stunt
ahead of the visit of
Ukrainian President
Vladimir Zelensky to
Washington.

The draft document
seen by the outlet would
grant US President Joe
Biden new powers to
sanction any individual
who is ”responsible for,
engaged in or complicit
in” Russia’s military
campaign in Ukraine. It
also reportedly says that
the president
can ”designate any for-
eign country” as an
aggressor state if it is
engaged in hostile ac-
tions against Kiev.

US lawmakers are re-
portedly scrambling to
introduce the measure
ahead of the anticipated
visit of Zelensky to
Washington o. The
Ukrainian president has
repeatedly urged the US
to designate Russia as a
‘state sponsor of terror-
ism’ to further crack
down on Moscow and
impose costs on coun-
tries that engage with the
Kremlin. The Biden ad-
ministration has rejected
the appeal, arguing that
it would impede dia-
logue with Moscow.
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winner has returned their awards as protests and
well-known poet Nirjja and writer PradnyaPawar,
who were the members of the committee have also
resigned.

The directors of Lokvangmaygriha, Dr
BhalchandraKango andRajanBawdekar commented
that the cancellation of the award is the reflection
of the anti-democratic fascist attitude of theexisting
Maharashtra government.

Prominent academic SuhasPalashikar on Decem-
ber 22, 2022, announced his resignation in protest
from the Language Advisory Committee of the
Maharashtra government. Translator AnaghaLele
also criticized the government, saying, “I think due
to the name of KobadGhandy, the original author
of the book, some people objected to the award on
social media and also wrote to the government. And
without any proper review, the government also
took immediate action and cancelled the award
saying the book supports Naxalism. Social media
buzz was considered more important than the ex-
pert committee’s opinion, which is very surprising.”

From Page 6
sector” does’t have much meaning.

12. Recognition of trade unions:
There has been no central law pro-

viding for the recognition of trade
unions. Under the heading “Recogni-
tion of the negotiating union or
negotiating council”, Section 14 (1) of
this Code, however, provided that:
“There shall be a negotiating union or
negotiating council for negotiating
with the employer of the industrial es-
tablishment, on such matters as may
be prescribed. The criteria to recog-
nize the trade unions as a sole
negotiating union or a member of the
negotiating council are broadly as
under:

(a) Where only one trade union is
functioning that union shall be recog-
nized, subject to such criteria as may
be prescribed.

(b)  The trade union which has fifty-
one per cent of the workers in the

From Page 11

What is Wrong in Labour Codes III

[To be Continued]

establishment, verified in such man-
ner as may be prescribed, “shall be
recognized by the employer as the sole
negotiating union of the
workers”(Section 14(3)).

However it has an implication also
that if there exists a big trade union
having 51 percent or more membership
share, other smaller trade unions will
become redundant as those would not
be recognized by the employer. Col-
lective bargaining will remain
worryingly unitary as one big union
will be the sole bargaining agent in all
tripartite talks. When smaller trade
unions will not get the opportunity in
the bargaining process and will be
denied the subsequent opportunity to
expanding their base, a piquant situ-
ation may develop that the bigger
union being the sole bargaining agent,
will monopolize the trade union rights
and continue to exist even if it is un-
able to protect workers’ rights.

Award Withdrawn ...
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– Compiled by C. Adhikesavan

Amidst the present
Ruso-Ukraine war India
is increasingly buying oil
from Russia, making the
country its biggest
supplier.Now it buys 10
times more oil compared
to pre-war times. Accord-
ing to Directorate
General of Commercial
Intelligence and Statis-
tics, Ministry of
Commerce and Industry,
India has paid Russia
nearly 20 billion Dollars
for oil in just seven
months from April to Oc-
tober, more than what it
paid in the last ten years
combined. Replying to
Western accusations,
India claims that it is in
the nation’s interest to
take advantage of
cheaper Russian oil and
buy large quantities. But
the consumers (common-
ers and farmers)
continue to pay high
prices. The benefit of
cheap oil is pocketeted

Discounted Russian Oil Profits Private Firms

Common Consumers Still Pay High Prices
by private oil companies
like Reliance,Nayara re-
fineries.

 Importing cheaper
Russian oil in the
nation’s interests, one
would expect the people
of India to benefit from it. 
For the average Indian,
the price of petrol or die-
sel has remained
unchanged. The price of
diesel in Hyderabad to-
day stands for petrol at
Rs. 109.66 and Diesel, at
Rs. 97.82 per
litre.However, the gov-
ernment has taken the
stand that  the prices have
not increased for the
common man due to
cheaper Russian oil.  But
that is a half-truth and the
profits go to private oil
refineries.

Reliance Industries
and Russian controlled
Nayara Energy are pri-
vate refineries that buy
nearly three-quarters of

cheap Russian oil. These
companies buy the
cheaper oil, Refine and
sell it to European na-
tions.  Prior to Ukraine
war Reliance was buying
only five percent of crude
oil. But now nearly one-
third of crude oil is
purchased by Reliance
from Russia. This also
means that public sector
refineries such as Indian
Oil Corporation, Bharat
Petroleum and
Hindustan Petroleum
are getting only a small
share of the Russian oil.
Interestingly these pub-
lic refineries are the ones
that supply more than 90
per cent of the average
Indian’s fuel needs.The
private companies that
refine and export to other
nations take away the

bulk of cheaper Russian
oil imports, while the
public sector companies
that supply fuel to the
common man, remain de-
prived of it.It is no
surprise that the average
Indian is not able to reap
the benefits of cheaper
Russian oil imports
while government’s
neoliberal economics is
facilitating private refin-
ers to reap huge profits.

Cut in Windfall Tax
The Central govern-

ment has reduced the
windfall tax for crude oil
import from Russia up to
¹ 4,900 (60.34 Dollars) per
tonne and the private
firms are making huge
benefits. Added to it, the
Central government has
also reduced the tax for
export of crude on
December1,toon diesel
to ¹ 8 per litre, another big
gift to already huge profit
making private oil com-
panies.

When India claims it
is buying cheaper Rus-
sian oil in the nation’s
interests, one would ex-
pect the people of India
to benefit from it. In real-
ity government’s
neoliberal economics is
facilitating private oil
firms to earn wind fall
profits at the expense of
common man.

Union government
should immediately
withdraw reduced ex-
port tax given to private
oil companies, instead
allocate majority share of
imported crude oil to
public sector oil refiner-
ies. Instead of showering
Santa’s gifts to private oil
firms it should immedi-
ately cut central excise
tax, reduce oil prices thus
bringing relief to com-
mon man on the streets.
For the average Indian,
the price of petrol or die-
sel has remained
unchanged.

Dr Soma Marla

The Parliamentary Committee on Wel-
fare of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes has raised serious concern on few
SC/ST employees being appointed to
higher positions in public sector undertak-
ings (PSUs). The committee submitted its
report in the Lok Sabha on Monday.

The committee chaired by BJP MP
KiritPremjibhai Solanki, which dealt spe-
cifically with the appointment of SC/ST
employees in the Power Grid Corporation
of India Limited (PGCIL), said that scru-
tiny of PSU records show that SC/ST
candidates were not promoted to senior
positions. In the case of PGCIL, the panel
said that it was “appalled” to note that
despite being a ‘maharatna’ central pub-
lic sector enterprise (CPSE), “there is no
officer from SC/ST community in the
Board of Directors’’. – The Indian Express,
December 20.

***
Highlighting the rise in fodder inflation,

Congress leader Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury
on attacked the Centre and said that ani-
mal feed prices are rising during the rule
of a government that does politics by keep-
ing the cow in front. Raising the issue
during Zero Hour in Lok Sabha,
Chowdhury said that fodder prices have

risen by 27 per cent. – The Indian Express, De-
cember 20.

***
As part of ‘Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav’, the

government decided to free some prisoners in
three phases in August 2022, January 2023,
and August 2023, said Pankti Jog, an RTI
activist. In a response to the RTI, the state
home department supplied government reso-
lutions and documents pertaining to the
formation of remission committees etc. The
Gujarat government in response to a right to
information (RTI) query refused to reveal the
file notings of the recommendations by the
remission committee for the premature release
of 11 prisoners facing life in the 2002 BilkisBano
gang rape case. – The Hindustan Times, De-
cember

***

As of January 1, 2022, the authorised
strength of IPS officers is 4,984, against which
4,120 IPS officers are in position. There are
864 vacancies for the post of Indian Police
Service (IPS) officers, with a total of 4,120
IPS officers currently occupying posts out
of an authorised strength of 4,984 officers,
Centre informed Lok Sabha. “The vacan-
cies in the service are caused due to factors
such as retirement, resignation, death, re-
moval of service. As of January 1, 2022, the
authorised strength of IPS officers is 4,984,
against which 4,120 IPS officers are in po-
sition,” said Nityanand Rai, the minister of
state for home affairs, in reply to DMK MP
Gautham SigamaniPon. – The Hindustan
Times, December 18.
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A state convention of All
India Kisan Sabha (AIKS)
Kerala unit has decided to
organize massive agitation
against the anti-farmer poli-
cies of the Central
government and to aug-
ment the farmers’ welfare
schemes in the state.The
convention also decided to
hold two regional jathas to
take the demands of the farm-
ers to the general public.
Both the jathas will meet at
Thrissur where thousands
of farmers will participate in
the concluding session. Af-
ter the regional jathas cover
the entire state,a massive
farmers’ conclave will be held
at Thrissur.

The convention of the
farmers in the stateheld
at Ernakulam  charted the
details of the agitation.
All India Kisan Sabha
General Secretary Atul
Kumar Anjaan inaugu-
rated the convention.
State president
JVenugopalan Nair pre-
sided over the
convention.

State general secretary
V Chamunni detailed
the programme. Na-
tional secretary
SathyanMokeri, state of-
fice bearers Mathew
Varghese and N
Raveendran, A
Pradeepan, K M
Dinakaran, P
U n n i k r i s h n a n , E N
Dasapan, Chandrika

Kerala AIKS to Unleash Farmers Agitation 

teacher, CPI state execu-
tive member Kamala
Sadanandan, K K
Rajendra Babu,E K Sivan 
andKariyam Ravi took
part in the proceedings.

Regional  jathas will
begin from Kasaragod
and Thiruvanantha
puram,J Venugopalan
Nair, state president and
V Chamunni general
secretary will lead the
jathas.

Atul Kumar Anjaan in
his speech said that mas-
sive agitations will be
organisedto save the
country and the farmers
from the onslaught of
corporates and fascists.
The deposits of the farm-
ers and that of the rural
sector should be given an
additional interest of two
per cent. The national
council of the All India
Kisan Sabha,in its meet-
ing to be held on January
7and 8, 2023 at New
Delhi will discuss this
issue and campaign will
be started on an all India
basis.

He said that when the
government was writing
off the loans worth Rs 10
lakh crore due from the
multi millionaires, in the
case of the farmers even
of those who committed
suicide were not spared
from the confiscation of
properties. The Central
government is neglect-
ing farmers and the

agricultural sector. They
are making the life of the
farmers miserable,where
as the corporate sector is
getting undue benefits.
Those who were getting
lakhs of rupees as salary
are given many benefits
including free medical
aid. But the farmer or his
family is not getting any
benefit. This has created
two types of citizens in
the society. The gap be-
tween the haves and
have-nots is increasing
drastically. This situa-
tion should change.Kisan
Sabha will unleash mas-
sive agitations against
this neglect against farm-
ers and agriculture
sector.

The present govern-
ment at the Centre had
promised to double the
income of the farmers.
But the farmers in the
country have now lost
even their meagre in-
come. Prices of the
agriculture products
have come
down drastically. Even
though 23 crops were
listed for support price,
except for four or five
crops,no other crops are
getting support price.
Not even 10 per cent of the
farmers are getting sup-
port price. When the

prices of the crops are
going down, the prices of
agriculturalessentials
like fertilizers and elec-
tricity charges are getting
hiked.

During the period
between the crops,
thepricesof fertilizers,
and the instruments
needed in the agrarian
sector are hikedby 23to
30 per cent, while the
prices of the products in
the sector are drastically
declining. There is no
way left for the farmers
to increase their income. 

In Kerala the Left Front
government is in power.
They are trying to
solve many issues in the
agricultural sector,but
thingsare yet to improve.
There should be speedy
measures for the welfare
of the farmers and to re-
solve the crisis in the
sector.

Farmers having only
one and a half acres in
America are getting
63,000 dollar per
year,that means Rs 65
lakh. In India a farmer
having two acres of land
is getting only one and a
half lakh rupees per an-
num. How a farmer with
a five member family
will live in this income?
Fifty nineper cent of the
state revenue is going for
salary and pensions.
Farmers or agriculture
labour are not getting

that status. This situation
should change and for
that farmers should unite
and fight for their rights.

There is no price con-
trol for the cattle feed.
Without feed, without
proper medication, cows
are roaming wild in
North India and the gov-
ernment is not taking
any steps to protect these
gaumatas.

Even large scale farm-
ers having 25 acres of
land are finding it diffi-
cult to survive. There is
no water. There is no
seed, no fertilizer, and no
machinery. In Kerala,
floods and natural ca-
lamities are destroying
the crops. The farmers
are in deep trouble. There
should be a solution for
all these issues. The
farmer community and
rural population should
be protected. Kisan
movement should take
this as their responsibil-
ity.

During the farmers’
struggle in New Delhi All
India Kisan Sabha lost
precious lives of 25 of its
active members. Their
life is eternal. They be-
came martyrs fighting for
the farmer community.
Their sacrifice should
give us strength. A new
collective force should
be organised with the
participation of all the
different sections of the
society for the struggle to
build a new society, he
said.

Kariyam Ravi

All India Kisan Sabha general secretary Atul Kumar Anjaan addressing the convention
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