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Remembering Com Geetha Mukerjee
on Her Birth Centenary

CPI general secretary D Raja
said that Com Geeta Mukherjee was
not only an able parliamentarian
who raised the issues of people
and fought for solving them but
also a concerned human being, seen
always helping the needy and
downtrodden. No doubt she will
be remembered for ever as one who
fought relentlessly for 33 per cent
reservation for women in all leg-

islative bodies. He was addressing the
party leaders and comrades in central
party headquarters, Ajoy Bhavan in
New Delhi, after garlanding the por-
trait of Com Geetha Mukherjee. Party
national council secretary Syed Azeez
Pasha, national executive members
Annie Raja and Sandosh Kumar P
also spoke on the occasion, recalling
Com Geetha Mukherjees’s contribu-
tions.

Communist Party of
India general secretary D
Raja said that in order to
defeat BJP in 2024 elec-
tions, secular,
democratic and regional
parties have to work to-
gether and collectively
evolve strategy taking
into consideration the
ground reality. He was
addressing a press con-
ference, held at CPI
Telangana state head-
quarters Makhdoom

Opposition Must Unite to
Defeat BJP in 2024: CPI

Ram Narsimha Rao

Bhavan in Hyderabad on
January 2.

He pointed out
that differences and con-
tradictions are likely to
emerge at the time of

evolving an election strat-
egy. But such differences
should be settled amica-
bly and should not be
allowed to create split in
anti-BJP forces. Everyone

should avoid differences
on trifle matters. All par-
ties need to be given a
place in discussions and
political equilibrium be
maintained at state level
as well. He said that that
the BJP and RSS are In-
dian variants of
International fascists.

D Raja warned that if
at all BJP headed by
Narendra Modi returns
to power at the Centre in
2024, the entire country
will be disrupted and
dismantled. Party na-
tional council secretary
Syed Azeez Pasha,
Telangana state council
secretary Kunamneni
Sambasiva Rao, national
executive member
Chada Venkata Reddy
were also present at the
press meet

The general secretary
made it clear that in 2024
elections BJP has to be
dethroned from power in
order to save the nation,
constitution, democracy,
unity among people,
communal harmony, etc.
He appealed to the
people to defeat BJP and
its allies  in Telangana,

Tamil Nadu and Tripura
 assemblies elections. In
order to serve the inter-
ests of the nation, all
secular and democratic
parties should collec-
tively evolve the
strategy. CPI will also
evolve a common strat-
egy after discussing with
other like-minded par-
ties.

In the regime of Modi,
economic crisis has
reached unprecedented
dimension, unemploy-
ment rate has increased
to 8.5 per cent in these 18
months period. Inflation
has increased and agri-
culture and small and
medium scale industries
are dipped in deep crisis.
As a result of policies of
the government, poor are
becoming poorer and
rich are becoming richer
and they have come to a
stage of competing with
billionaires of the globe,
D Raja observed.

Is System of Gover-
nors Necessary?

The Constitution of
India clearly states that
the Centre is union of

On Page 12

CPI general secretary D Raja addressing the press conference
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EditorialEditorialEditorialEditorialEditorial
‘Atma Nirbhar Bharat’ of RSS-BJP

mould has decided to open its doors
before foreign universities to “come, see
and conquer” India.  The University
Grants Commission (UGC) has published
the ‘proposed regulations for establish-
ing and running campuses of foreign
higher education institutions’ in the coun-
try.  Now any foreign university ranked
within 500 in the world or any foreign
higher education institution with good
standing in home country may apply to
the UGC for their entry to India. The regu-
lation notifies that there will be a clearance
process of 90 days. After that such uni-
versities/ institutions can start their
campuses in India.  They will have the
freedom to decide the content and struc-
ture of the education in their
campuses. The fee structure, curriculum,
syllabus, examinations and awarding of
degrees will all be under the control of
those foreign institutions.

Conspicuously, the social justice as-
pect of Indian education system is
completely neglected by the UGC and
their political masters. There is no single
word of reference to reservation. That
concept itself is alien to those foreign
universities. The UGC respectfully de-
cided to follow their suits even though
reservation, an essential component of
social justice is vital for Indian conditions.
From this instance itself, the real inten-
tion of ‘ foreignisation’ of Indian higher
education is convincingly unveiled. The
government is setting the ground ready
for the commercialization of higher
education. The idea of foreign investment
in Indian education is having far reach-
ing ramifications. The philosophy of FDI
based on greed for profit would under-
mine the basic structure of Indian
education. That would be the case with
fee structure and curriculum where ‘

No to Foreign Universities 
Atmanirbhartha’ of India is thrown to for-
eign whims. Still, the loyalists of RSS-BJP
claim that this foreign intrusion is a feather
in the crown of ‘viswaguru’. 

In order to justify their surrender before
the foreign universities, many of them have
begun to propagate the backwardness of
India in the field of education. It is inter-
esting to see that the very same people who
were preaching the glory of India in every
field including education and knowledge
have suddenly taken a U-turn to spread red
carpet for foreign universities. Now they
narrate the gradation reports of
Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) which is said
to be the quality analyst in higher educa-
tion. Once they were boasting about the
ancient universities of Nalanda and
Thakshasila. Now they lament that in the
ranking list of 150 global universities none
from India could find a place. IIT Mumbai
stands at 177, IIT Delhi 185, Indian Institute
of Science, Bangalore, 186. Of course, it is
a matter of concern for all those who love
India. The reasons for this academic back-
wardness should be thoroughly explored
and rectification measures taken urgently.
But the Modi government’s contention that
foreign universities are the only panacea
is deplorable. 

Accumulating knowledge from any part
of the globe and imparting education on a
wider range are necessary and welcome.
But surrendering before foreign greed and
foreign universities will not be the
solution. Those advocates have to explain
that how love for foreign universities would
improve the standards of our IITs in
Mumbai or Delhi. Collaboration with for-
eign universities and exchange of ideas,
knowledge and human power has to take
place in modern times.  No country can live
in isolation. While paving the way for broad
engagement with foreign universities and
other establishments, the primary concern

should be India’s interests. Any collabo-
ration with foreign countries would be
beneficial for both sides. The RSS-BJP
government intoxicated by the fascina-
tion of FDI always forgets India’s interests
as they surrender before foreign
capital. Thus, affinity towards foreign
universities is nothing new. The idea was
mooted in the National Education Policy,
2020. 

The adventurous experiment taking
place in the field of higher education is
an inevitable part of RSS-BJP’s concept
of growth. They want it to be driven by
foreign investment.  Their tall claim of na-
tional pride is only a myth when it comes
to the question of foreign capital. The RSS-
BJP government has become the
shameless disciple of the neo-liberal
concept of knowledge industry. In that
industry, market and profits are the
motivating factor. The question before
India on the 76th year of Independence is
whether to surrender our national goals
of sovereignty and self-reliance at the feet
of foreign capital. Every policy decision
in all walks of life including education
should be based on Indian conditions and
priorities. When it comes to questions
related to areas like education, a national
debate is a must. In this case, the UGC has
come out with its regulations even without
a name-sake discussion in the Parliament.

It is quite natural that the teachers and
student organizations have come out
questioning the policy orientations of the
government. They should be heard and
properly consulted. In a democracy the
people’s voice and the Parliament are con-
sidered to be supreme. RSS-BJP
government has no right to bypass the
people’s voice. Universities are to be the
centers of inquisitive wisdom and source
of guidance for the future. They should
not be allowed to be controlled by foreign
universities and foreign capital. 

Observe Republic Day as Constitution Day
The Constitution of India whose prime architect was Dr

Ambedkar defines Indian state as a secular, welfare and fed-
eral state. The BJP-RSS combine is taking all steps to debase the
very fundamental tenets of the Constitution pursing its divi-
sive, sectarian and monolithic fascist agenda in order to establish
a theocratic state.

Our party units must be with people, mobilize them and edu-
cate them in defence of the Constitution. On January 26, 2023
party units must hoist the national flag in party premises and
the places wherever possible. Party units must organize mul-
tifarious activities highlighting our party’s role in freedom
movement and in shaping the Republic. Party units must or-
ganize the reading of the Preamble of the Constitution as pledge
taking.
Observe Martyrdom Day of Gandhi as Save Secularism Day

The entire country will pay homage and tributes to Gandhi

on January 30, 2023, the day he was assassinated by the Hindu
fanatic Godse. Apart from the role Gandhi played in the struggle
against colonial rule and for the liberation of the country, one
of the greatest messages of his life was and is the Hindu-Mus-
lim unity and religious harmony in our country.

At a time when the BJP-RSS combine is aggressive in polar-
izing the people, spreading hatred, communalizing the situation
and creating fear and insecurity in the minds of Muslims and
other minorities and also in the minds of Dalits and tribal people,
our party units must observe January 30 as Save Secularism Day.

D Raja

General Secretary
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National Federation of
Indian Women (NFIW) ob-
served ‘Women’s
Empowerment through
Education’ week from Janu-
ary 3 to 9, 2023. NFIW gave
a national call to organize
various mass contact
programmes across the
country to celebrate the birth
anniversaries of two of the
most important feminists of
Modern India, Savitribai
Phule and Fatima Sheikh.
Different state units orga-
nized varied programmes of
protest against NEP, aware-
ness camps and seminar
about the dangers of it.

Together, Savitribai
Phule, whose birth anni-
versary has fallen on
January 3 and Fatima
Sheikh, who was born on
January 9, 1831 changed
the way education and
inclusion would be un-
derstood in the country.
Starting with educating
women, the duo went on
to redefining the mean-
ing of universal
healthcare, education
and empowerment. In
the 1800s when women
were not allowed any
education and were mar-
ried off as children,
acquiring education was
a revolution on its own.
Imparting education to
more women, irrespec-
tive of class or caste and
religion, laid the founda-
tion for inclusive
education in India.

NFIW felt the need to
remind the country of
their contribution to
making today’s women
what they are. The need
to revisit the teaching of
the first women human
rights defenders comes
against the background
of the brutal exclusionary
and discriminatory poli-
cies of the government of
today. One of the tools
for exclusion and repres-

Homage to Savitribai Phule and Fatima Sheikh

Empowerment through Education
sion deployed by the BJP-
RSS government at the
Centre is by fostering
social engineering
through education. The
National Education
Policy of 2020, based on
the draft NEP 2019, seeks
to create a society that is

unequal, disempowered
and living off virtues al-
legedly espoused in
ancient India.

The duo — Savitribai
and Fatima — used edu-
cation as a medium to
reach out to the op-
pressed and the
marginalized. They were
champions of human
rights and wanted every-
one to be given a chance
to progress in life. Their
fight was against the lo-
cal patriarchal mindsets
that did not allow inter-
caste interactions.
Jyotirao and Savitribai
Phule were expelled
from their ancestral home
by the former’s father for
educating his wife and
working towards em-

powering the lower
castes through educa-
tion. They were not only
given shelter, but a part-
nership by the brother

and sister of Usman and
Fatima Sheikh. Savitribai
and Fatima made a mis-
sion of going door to
door and asking families
to send their daughters to
their newly made school.
Irrespective of caste and
class, their education
model was to reach out
to the most socially and
economically discrimi-
nated and vulnerable
and find solutions to
their problems.

In sheer contrast, NEP
2020 seeks to educate
only those who have re-
source to access it. It aims
to make education an
exclusive domain for the
rich and upper castes.
The process of elimina-
tion of students from

education began around
2017 when the draft edu-
cation policy of 2016
began to be imple-
mented. Smaller schools
and Anganwadis were
closed under the pretext
that the child population
availing the facilities is

too low, and the re-
sources can be diverted
to creating a bigger school
premises with better fa-
cilities. This excludes
girls and children in re-
mote parts of the country
from the education sys-
tem. It is not easy for the
child to commute to a far
away school that has lim-
ited seats.

Deprivation of access
to education is a viola-
tion of the fundamental
right to education. Both
Savitribai and Fatima
Sheikh toiled to ensure
that no child is deprived
this fundamental human
right. They were aware
that education in the
hands of the elite or the
Brahminical patriarchs

would lead to an unedu-
cated and
disempowered society.
Savitribai was known to
brave cow dung and dirt
attacks by the upper
castes to reach school to
teach. She was treated as
an outcaste, as she inter-
acted with people
belonging to lower castes
and was educated.

The NEP is putting
education at the mercy of
the same private capital-
ist sections of society that
the duo wanted to save
the society from. If their
efforts were to make the
government more re-
sponsible and
accountable towards
education, NEP works
towards absolving the
government of all re-
sponsibility in the field.
In the highly publicized
Private-Philanthropic-
Public partnership
education is left to be
funded by the private
sector, the agenda and
syllabus is set by govern-
ment approved
philanthropists and the
government is respon-
sible for facilitating the
business of education. It
is a proven fact that pri-
vate players focus on
education with the inten-
tion of either making
profit or producing un-
scientific and unthinking
workers. As far as the role
of the philanthropists is
concerned, the docu-
ment is clear that the
government should
favour only those who
believe and espouse the
ideology of Hindutva
and promote values
about lost Vedic glory.

The misogyny of the
policy will have long
term consequences. It un-
derstands the problem of
education of girls in

Dr Rushda Siddiqui

On Page 14
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What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .

On December 23, 2022,
the Union government
announced that it
would discontinue the
Pradhan Mantri Garib
Kalyan Anna Yojana
(PMGKAY) from January
1, 2023 and provide ration
free of cost. This was
hailed as a ‘historic’ de-
cision. But in reality this
in no way compensates
for the huge reduction in
the ration entitlement. It
simply cuts the ration by
50 percent that is to  nearly
81.3 crores of poor en-
titled under National
Food Seccurity Act
(NFSA). As  consequence,
from January onwards, as
the ration entitlement is
halved, they will be en-
titled to only five kgs of
ration per person (under
regular NFSA) instead of
the current 10 kgs  of ra-
tion per person
(NFSA+PMGKAY).

Free Food But Denying Ration to Poor
NFSA and PMGKAY

ensured a basic supply of
10 kgs per person which
was a lifeline for the mil-
lions of daily wagers,
unorganised sector
workers, construction
workers who lost their
livelihoods during the
pandemic and
lockdowns and yet to
recover. With prevailing
high (nearing 13 percent),
whole sale and retail in-
flation and resulting
high food prices, dwin-
dling manufacturing
and no new  jobs the poor
continue to suffer. Life is
becoming harder as
prices of many other es-
s e n t i a l
items—vegetables, milk,
vegetable oil and cook-
ing gas are increasing.
For example the con-
sumer price of wheat atta
increased by 18 percent
(almost similar the price

rise of rice) between
August and October
quarter.

WPI data,  November,
2022, Office  of the Eco-
nomic adviser, GOI.

However, the bitter
pill is sugar coated by the
announcement, that for
one year starting from
January 2023 the food
grains under National
Food Security Act, 2013,
(NFSA) will be provided
free of cost  and waiving
their cost.
Gradual withdrawal of

subsidy on rations
Many economists  as-

sociated  with Union
government have been
shouting from roof tops
to end food subsidy  be-
ing provided to poor
through PDS. Dr Ramesh

Chand, member,
NitiAAyog and one of the
most respected agricul-
ture economists, says
that there is no justifica-
tion for extending the
Pradhan Mantri
GaribKalyan Anna
Yojana (PMGKAY) be-
yond December 2022.
Similarly, Dr Surjit Bhalla
in his 2021 IMF Working
paper, that less than one
percent of Indians are in
extreme poverty (that is
they are living on less
than purchasing power
parity of 1.9 dollar per
person per day). Ironi-
cally the prevailing
hunger in the country is
not visible to these wise
economists and they
never question bounty
of corporate and other
taxes, lakhs of crore NPA
loan waiver freebies
gifted to corporates.

It was widely believed
that the victory of BJP in

2022 in UP elections de-
spite prevailing wide
discontent was due to
free ration provided un-
der PMGKAY at the time
elections.

Saves huge money
By combining both

schemes (NFSA+
PMGKAY)  and cutting
entitled ration by half,  the
government  by reducing
is gaining by reducing
food subsidy, but also
lowers burden on grain
reserves and is saving
money. On one hand,
government is discour-
aging FCI grain
procurement by paying
MSPs and on other hand
saving huge budget allo-
cations on food subsidy.
Stopping PMGKAY  and
making NFSA food
grains free would still
make NFSA food grain
free that would save the
government about 1.56
Lakh crores a year.

Dr Soma Marla

Promise of growth
The Indian economy is expected to grow at seven per cent in

2022-23 as per the first advance estimates of national income re-
leased by the NSO. This is marginally higher than the RBI’s most
recent assessment. Considering that the economy grew by 9.7 per
cent in the first half of the financial year (April-September), the
latest estimate implies that growth is likely to slow down to 4.5 per
cent in the second half of the year (October-March) as the base effect
wanes. Notwithstanding that, the full-year growth estimate sug-
gests that India will be one of the fastest-growing economies in the
world.

The disaggregated data, however, points towards several ar-
eas of concern. One, private consumption is likely to contract in
the second half of the year. Two, as per the estimates, exports are
likely to grow at almost 12 per cent in the second half of the year.
This is at odds with recent data which showed that export growth
has actually slowed down. Three, agricultural growth is expected
to slow down in the second half. As per some analysts this is not in
sync with the healthy sowing rates and reservoir levels. Fourth,
the manufacturing sector, which was almost flat in the first half
of the year, is expected to witness an uptick in the second half. It is
difficult to reconcile this with the view that both domestic demand
and exports are likely to remain subdued, which would in turn impact
industrial production. Fifth, public administration, defence and
other services, which largely connotes government spending, is
expected to remain more or less flat in the second half. This is odd
considering that government consumption expenditure is pegged
to grow at 7.2 per cent during the period.

As the first advance estimates suffer from data limitations —
they are based only on seven to eight months of data — these are
likely to change once more data is available. However, they do provide
some sense of underlying momentum in economic activities, and
are useful in the context of the upcoming Union budget. The last
budget had assumed a nominal GDP growth of 11.1 per cent.

However, as per the latest estimates, nominal GDP is expected to
grow at a significantly higher pace of 15.4 per cent. Along with
trends in tax collections as per which the government’s revenues
will surpass budgeted targets by a significant margin, these growth
estimates only increase the likelihood of the Centre meeting its
budgeted fiscal deficit target for the year.

Courtesy: The Indian Express

Mixed benches, please
A law ministry presentation that showed 79 per cent of HC

judges appointed between 2018 and 2022 were upper castes
is unsurprising, but also unacceptable. Minorities, SCs and STs
comprise 20 per cent, 16 per cent and eight per cent respectively
of the population, but only 2.6 per cent, 2.8 per cent and 1.3 per
cent, respectively, of judges appointed post-2018 were from
these groups. OBCs too are underrepresented, and women,
nearly 50 per cent of the population, made up just 13 per cent
of HC judges.

In November, CJI Chandrachud had said that today’s HC
judge composition reflects the situation of 30 years ago. By all
accounts, there is tremendous diversity in higher education
today. One of the many criticisms of the collegium system has
stemmed from its indifference to the changing social compo-
sition in public institutions. Higher judiciary mirrors private
entities – mainstream media is no exception – in not being rep-
resentative enough. The collegium’s alleged penchant for
nepotism, with many of those passing muster being sons, a few
daughters, and kin of ex-judges, is seen as blocking the way
for “unpedigreed” others. The now-quashed six-member NJAC
was to have one of the two eminent members from SC, ST, OBC,
women or minorities. And in another blow against diversity,
GoI has not cleared the appointment of India’s first gay judge.
Diversity brings collective experiences and point of views for
the Bench from traditionally non-elitist groups, improving
quality of justice delivery, and representation inspires social
confidence. CJI Chandrachud should walk the talk and prod
the Supreme Court and HC collegiums into actively looking
for diversity in appointments.

Courtesy: The Times of India
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A public notice for
comments, suggestions
and feedback is issued
by UGC on January 5,
2023 on the draft regula-
tions for setting up and
operation of campuses
of foreign higher educa-
tional institutions in
India. As per UGC notice
those initiatives are be-
ing taken for the
implementation of the
National Education
Policy (NEP), 2020. Com-
ments, suggestions and
feedback from all stake-
holders including
public are expected to
reach UGC by January
18, 2023.

The central govern-
ment and the UGC are in
a hurry for the imple-
mentation of NEP-2020
from the very beginning
of its announcement
during lock down period
in the pandemic. NEP-
2020 itself was imposed
without any discussion
on any democratic plat-
form. It was never
discussed even with
stakeholders. Earlier
also suggestions by
stakeholders were not
incorporated in NEP-
2020.

NEP-2020 is being
implemented and im-
posed part wise by
gathering false sugges-
tions and comments
through public notice by
the UGC. Neither the
education ministry nor
the UGC took any initia-
tive to discuss it with
stakeholders or at any
democratic platform.
UGC public notice is just
an eye-wash to gather
false suggestions and
feedback.

Like NEP-2020, the
preamble to the draft
regulations is also ex-

AIFUCTO on Foreign University Campus in India
Final Attempt to Destroy Indian Universities

UGC Move to Harm Indian
Universities, Higher

Education: CPI
pressed in flowery lan-
guage as if it will benefit
the vast masses of Indian
students. Its preamble
highlights that the UGC
has taken several initia-
tives for
internationalization of
higher education of India
from 2021. It includes
setting up office for in-
ternational affairs and
alumni connect cell in the
universities. It further
says that fostering aca-
demic collaboration
between Indian HEIs
and Foreign HEIs Regu-
lations, 2022 were
notified in the Gazette on
May 2, 2022.

It is envisioned that
top universities in the
world which will be fa-
cilitating such entry will
be put in place. Univer-
sities will be given
special dispensation re-
garding regulatory,
governance and content
norms on par with other
autonomous institutions
of India. It says further
that it will provide an in-
ternational dimension to
higher education en-
abling Indian students to
obtain foreign qualifica-
tions and make India an
attractive global destina-
tion. Those regulations
aim to facilitate the entry
of foreign higher educa-
tion institutes into India.

The public notice of
UGC has also given defi-
nitions, eligibility,
procedure norms for
approval, admission and
fee structure, appoint-
ment of faculty and staff
and other related provi-
sions. It also has given
guidelines for annual re-
port and maintenance of

account and lastly for
safeguarding the interest
of the students. It also
mentions about right to
inspection, conse-
quences of violation and
interpretation, etc. This
regulation clearly states
that under 500 interna-
tionally ranked foreign
higher education insti-
tutes will be permitted to
set up Indian campus
physically and not
online courses.

Foreign University
Bill has been under
discussion from UPA-1
era. NEP-2020 claims it as
the voice of India-centric
and student-centric
policy. However, the
UGC regulations on for-
eign higher education
institutes favour the
corporates and
foreign finance capital.
During UPA era it was
kept pending due to
strong opposition in the
Parliament as well as by
the stakeholders. The
‘same wine in new bottle’
has been proposed by the
central government
through UGC. Those
regulations once again
are being proposed be-
fore the public in an
undemocratic way.

Without discussing in
the Parliament or with
stakeholders, public
opinion cannot serve the
purpose for public at
large. It is known to ev-
erybody that the whole
university system in In-
dia has been already
shifted from grant to loan
system. Foreign Univer-
sity Regulations and its
campuses in India will
accelerate the blind race
with Indian higher edu-
cation institutes, which
are already facing lack of
faculties, staff, infra-

The National Secretariat of the Communist
Party of India issued the following statement
on January 6, 2023:

The National Secretariat of the Communist
Party of India expresses its strong opposition
to the recently announced measures of UGC
allowing foreign universities to open branches
in India. The time allotted to make suggestions
is grossly insufficient. The policy will harm,
dilute and destroy the Indian higher educa-
tion system leading to commercialization. The
decision will make education expensive and
Dalits, advasis, minorities and the poor will
be adversely affected.

The decision is a reflection of government’s
pro-rich approach in the background of state-
ment made in the Parliament by the education
minister that Indians should stop depending
on the idea that universities should be funded
by government. The fact is that the government
is spending less than three per cent of its budget
on education when more allocation is needed.
The policy of reservation and principle of social
justice will be harmed in a big way. The im-
position of such policy on states is anti-federal
and encroachment on the powers of state gov-
ernments.

The CPI demands that the regulatory frame
work for such universities must be placed be-
fore and discussed in the Parliament before
taking any hasty and unilateral decision that
can jeopardize the future of our students and
the country.

The CPI calls upon all students’ and teach-
ers’ organisations to resist this retrograde and
exclusionary step.

Prof Arun Kumar

structure, finance and
budget. Finally it will
ensure the death of In-
dian universities.

Foreign universities
in India will be given free
hand in academic mat-
ters like hiring faculties,
salary, service condi-
tions, fees,
reservation policy and
admission process, etc.
All those parameters will
certainly go against the
poor, Dalits and minori-

ties. Higher education
through foreign univer-
sities will be so costly that
it will be unaffordable
for 95 per cent of popu-
lation of our country. It
will prove disastrous for
Indian universities. In-
dian university
campuses without con-
sent of states will be
against the federal struc-
ture, diversities and
ethos of Indian Constitu-

On Page 12
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D Raja, general secre-
tary of the Communist
Party of India, while ad-
dressing thousands of
AIYF and AISF Cadres on
November 25 2022 at
New Delhi said that from
the Directive Principles
of the Indian Constitu-
tion, it is clear that the
state must ensure liveli-
hood for people. In
contrast to it, the RSS-BJP
government is privatiz-
ing all the public sector
undertakings (PSUs) just
to benefit Adani and
Ambani who are looting
the national assets,
whereas the common
people of the country are
losing even their funda-
mentals rights.

With lot of fanfare
media coverages are
given about the prime
minister Narendra Modi
distributing Appoint-
ment Letters to the newly
inducted recruits. Media
propagates that Rozgar
Mela is a step towards
fulfillment of the commit-
ments of the PM to accord
high priority to employ-
ment generation.

All theses appoint-
ment letters actually
issued are to those can-
didates who applied for
jobs long back and se-
lected through various
selections procedures.
Majority of the posts are
of essential service cat-
egories like nurses,
nursing officers, pharma-
cists, radiographers,
doctors and para medi-
cal categories.

Unemployment is a
major social issue in In-
dia. As of September
2018, India had 31 million
jobless people. This
number has further in-
creased after
demonetization, the
Covid-19 Pandemic and

PM’s Rozgar Mela: Another Jumla
the unplanned lockdown
which has left a devastat-
ing effect on the Indian
economy. During Covid-
19 lockdown, 14 crore
people lost their jobs.
The household income
has been  dropped by 45
percent. The rate of un-
employment in the
urban areas has in-
creased manifold. The
migrant workers become
the major victim of the
Pandemic and the
lockdown.

Government sector
and public sector are the
major source of employ-
ment especially to the
vulnerable section of the
society such as Sched-
uled Caste, Scheduled
Tribes and backward
communities. The fi-
nance ministry has
already issued orders to
abolish the posts lying
vacant in the Central gov-
ernment departments for
more than one year. Lacs
of vacancies were abol-
ished due to this and in
the name of manpower
restructuring, closure of
many organizations, etc.
Government organiza-
tion like the 41 ordnance
factories are converted
into seven corporations
with the ulterior aim of
privatization.

Decisions are already
taken to corporatize the
Railway production
units. Many activities of
the Indian Railway are
handed over to private
sector. Permanent and
perennial jobs are being
outsourced. Many pub-
lic sector undertakings
were already closed
down and many are listed
for privatization. This
has already drastically
cut down the employ-
ment opportunities in
our country.

Many multinational
companies including in
the IT Sector have already
started throwing out
their employees to the
unemployed commu-
nity. Let us now analyze
the reply given by the
minister of state in the
ministry of personnel,
public grievances and
pensions in the Rajya
Sabha on behalf of the
prime minster. As per
annual report of pay re-
search unit of
Department of Expendi-
ture the vacancies
available in Central gov-
ernment ministries /
departments are 9,79,327.
This position is after abo-
lition of lacs of vacancies
in the various ministries
in the name of manpower
rationalization and clo-
sure of various
government organiza-
tions.

In Railways alone
there are about 2,93,943
posts lying vacant. This
includes safety related
posts also. In the
defenceministry there
are about 2,64,706 civil-
ian posts lying vacant. In
the Home ministry more
than one lac posts includ-
ing in para military forces
are lying vacant.

It is told in the Parlia-
ment that ministries /
departments of the Cen-
tral government have
been asked to take action
in a mission mode for fill-
ing up of vacant posts in
a time bound manner.
However so far no such
notifications are issued
by major ministries like
Railway, defence and
MHA, etc. Apart from
this, more than fivelakh
posts are remaining un-

filled in the public sector
companies. Over a pe-
riod of time due to large
scale privatization and
outsourcing employ-
ment in government
sector and public sector
has been considerably
reduced which is un-
likely to change due to
the openly declared
privatization policy of
the present government.

The present govern-
ment under the dictates
of World Bank and the
giant corporates have
now resorted to
labourlaw reforms and
propagating  that the
hard earned labourlaws
of the country are amal-
gamated into
fourlabourcodes only to
generate employment
since labourlaw reforms
will result in “Ease of
Doing Business”.  If these
labourcodes are imple-
mented it will take away
almost 90 percent of the
existing workers out of
the purview of the
labourlegislations.

The Indian workers
and their trade unions are
fighting against the so
calledlabourlaw re-
forms. Unemployed
youths and students are
coming to the streets and
are fighting against un-
employment. The
workers should stand
shoulder to shoulder
with the unemployed
youths in their struggle
demanding employ-
ment and job security.

 The struggle for Right
to work and jobs for all
should become the slo-
gan of the workers,
unemployed youths and
students in the coming
days and the struggle
against the anti people
policies of the govern-
ment should continue.

The unemployment is-
sue needs to be taken up
with the people and
mobilize them in support
of the demand to make
the Right to work a Fun-
damental Right. Dr C
Rangarajan,former gov-
ernor, Reserve Bank of
India,while commenting
on a book titled “Millions
of Jobs Possible or Not”,
written by A V
Vardharajan, he wrote
that “Quite clearly,
growth in output is fun-
damental to growth in
jobs and employment.
The two, in that sense, are
inseparable. With grow-
ing globalization, the
scope for modifying
technology is also lim-
ited.

Economic growth in a
populous country like
India needs to be con-
scious of this and evolve
a strategy of growth
which does not ignore
the need for jobs. Ex-
panding infrastructure,
widespread develop-
ment of industries all
over the country and the
spread of financial sys-
tem to support industry
are some of the sugges-
tions for promoting
growth and jobs”.

The worker and the
unemployed youths of
this Country cannot be
left to the mercy of mar-
kets. The Capitalist and
the Corporates know
that a worker who is not
having any job, no job
security and no Labour
Law benefits will work
whatever work he or she
gets and wherever it may
be. We should fight
against such capitalist
System which is unable
to meet the basic needs of
the people.

C Srikumar
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STUDY &
STRUGGLE

Higher education in-
volves multiple
dimensions , factors ,
sensitivities ; doing away
with broad regulations
and sovereign oversight
will be surest recipe for
disaster.

The students and
teachers communities
have strongly strongly
opposes the move of the
UGC to facilitate foreign
universities and educa-
tional institutions to set
up campuses in India
allowing them autonomy
in determining fees and
recruitment of teachers
after a 90-day approval
process. This will lead to
creating enclaves of high
fees, elitist institutions
which will further distort
the structure of higher
education in the country.

The operational de-
tails of setting up such
campuses provide that
they can evolve their own
admission process and
criteria to admit domes-
tic and foreign students.
It will also have au-
tonomy to decide its fee
structure, and will face
no caps that are imposed
on Indian institutions.

Foreign higher educa-
tion institutions will also
be allowed cross-border
movement of funds and
maintenance of Foreign
Currency Accounts,
mode of payments, re-
mittance and
repatriation.

It is crystal clear that
the educational policies
of the government and
the higher education
authorities will under-
mine the sovereignty of
the educational process.
In the past, Indian
corporates have been al-
lowed to set up shops,
granting them National
Eminence status after
which no further devel-
opment has been

Rescind the Draft UGC Guidelines
reported in the public do-
main. Indian higher
education sector is reel-
ing in the aftermath of the
New Education Policy
and the overzealous
pursuit of online educa-
tion during Covid. All
studies have revealed a
sharp increase in the
dropout rates in colleges
and universities. Access,
to higher education is
under a grave threat for
students who are at the
receiving end of eco-
nomic and social
inequalities. The pro-
posed move is not going
to enable the country to
address the current chal-

lenges that face higher
education.

The students and
teachers communities
strongly urges that the
UGC and the govern-
ment rescind this draft
proposal and initiate
consultations with orga-
nizations of teachers,
students and all those
who are vitally con-
cerned in the future of
higher education. The
UGC is also not statuto-
rily entitled to
unilaterally initiate
moves without consult-
ing the state
governments. The Polit
Bureau appeals to all
democratic and patriotic
forces to act to make the
UGC and the govern-
ment to stop this
unilateralism forthwith.

The draft rules
namely, the University
Grants Commission (Set-

ting up and Operation of
Campuses of Foreign
Higher Educational Insti-
tutions in India)
Regulations 2023 is in-
tended to regulate the
entry and operations of
Foreign Universities to
conduct various degrees,
diplomas and certificate
programmes.

The draft regulation
has been placed in the
public domain by the
UGC to seek comments
and feedback.

The BJP-RSS govern-
ment has recently
announced through the
draft UGC Regulations
that foreign universities

will be allowed to set up
offshore campuses. They
are peddling fallacious
dreams of an “Ivy
League education at af-
fordable costs”.

The reality is far from
it as these foreign uni-
versities will provide
education at costs
unaffordable for the vast
majority of our popula-
tion as they will be
unfettered in deciding
curriculum, fee structure
and salaries of teachers.
This will no doubt in-
crease the cost of
education in these insti-
tutions. Besides, the
content of education pro-
vided in these institute
will work to attenuate the
quest for democratic
policy autonomy in the
country.

At the same time, pub-
lic funded universities
today are being starved

of funds which is result-
ing in a slow but steady
erosion of the quality of
education imparted in
many of these premier
institutions. Forcing
public Higher Educa-
tional Institutions to take
loans from Higher Edu-
cation Financing Agency
is also leading to an in-
crease in the cost of
education. The increase
in the cost of education
will result in exclusion of
a large section of our so-
ciety, especially the
deprived, that seeks em-
powerment through
education. It will also
lead to a mismatch be-
tween the demand for
and availability of
skilled workers.

It is ironic that the
draft UGC Regulation
does not allow foreign
universities to offer
online courses, perhaps
in recognition of the fact
that online education is
severely lacking in qual-
ity and rigour. However,
on the other hand, the
UGC and the Govern-
ment are cynically
pushing online educa-
tion in public funded
institutions in order to
undermine them and
further private higher
education. This further-
ing will involve a
poverty of education, an
undermining of teachers’
roles and rights in the
teaching learning pro-
cess and an unraveling of
social justice (via reser-
vations) in both
admissions and jobs in
higher education.

The UGC regulations
on Academic Bank of
Credits (ABC) and the
Credit Framework for
Online Courses through
SWAYAM (Massive
Open Online Courses or
MOOCS) allow a student
to pursue up to 50 per

cent of the course online
from other Universities/
Swayam Portal. Another
regulation on Blended
Learning also mandates
that a further 40 per cent
of each paper taught by
teachers in the parent
university will be online
in the form of video lec-
tures. This will lead to
upto 70% of a course of-
fered by a student being
digitalised. In fact, the
government is set to en-
act a law to start a
National Digital Univer-
sity (NDU) which will
allow a student to pursue
any courses fully online.

Such double stan-
dards clearly reveal the
intentions of the Govern-
ment which is to bring
down the quality of edu-
cation in public funded
institutions so that the
private and foreign insti-
tutions can profiteer at
their cost.

The Draft Regulations
on Foreign Universities
also gives them ample
freedom to decide fees,
have their own recruit-
ment policy and salary
structure. The foreign
institutions are thus free
to charge exorbitant fees
and impose exploitative
service conditions on
teachers, including sala-
ries below what is
warranted by current
UGC Regulations.
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AITUC general secre-
tary Amarjeet Kaur urged
the working women and
women employees of
organised sector to raise their
voice in support of the un-
organized working women.
She was addressing the sixth
women convention of All
India Bank Employees As-
sociation (AIBEA) after
inaugurating the conven-
tion in the auditorium of
Mydam Anjaiah Hall in
Hyderabad on January 8,
2023.

She expressed serious
concern that 93 per cent
of working women and
women employees of
unorganised sector are
not getting maternity
benefit, minimum
wages, social security
benefits, benefits en-
shrined in labour laws,
factories Act, etc. In sup-
port of such women,
working women and
women employees of
organised sector have to
struggle, she underlined.

Lalitha Joshi, national
convener of women’s
wing of AIBEA was the
chief guest. AIBEA gen-
eral secretary C H
Venkatachalam ren-
dered the main speech.
Kethavat Mounika was
the honourary guest. C H

Sixth Convention of Women Bank Employees
Call to Support Unorganised Working Women

Meenakshi, chairperson
of women’s wing of
Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana Bank Em-
ployees Federation
presided over the con-
vention. B S Ram Babu,
AIBEA national secre-
tary, T Ravindranath,
working president, P V
Krishna Rao, joint gen-
eral secretary and G
Padma, convener,
women’s wing of Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana
Bank Employees Federa-
tion spoke on the
occasion.

Amarjeet Kaur further
said that women consti-
tute mere 25 per cent
among total workforce of
the country and among
those women only seven
per cent of women are
having all facilities in
government depart-
ments, public sector
undertakings, banks, etc.
Women force is great and
that should not be limited
to just union activity.
That should be utilised
for the rights and inter-
ests of all sections of
people. In changed situ-
ation and policies,
women employees have
to advance forward with
comprehensive thinking.

She recalled that Com

Geetha Mukherjee,
former MP and leader of
CPI fought till her last
breath for one third res-
ervations for women in
all legislative bodies. She
stood like a pole star to
the women’s movement.
Amarjeet Kaur praised
the services of Com
Geetha Mukherjee.

Amarjeet Kaur further
stated that the Modi gov-
ernment in the Centre is
trying to weaken the In-
dian economy by
weakening banking sec-
tor. In the regime of Modi,
attacks on rights of work-
ers and employees are
continuing. Living stan-
dards and working
conditions of workers
and employees are dete-
riorating day by day.
Unemployment and
poverty are
increasing. In public sec-
tor undertakings 
already 50 lakhs of jobs
are being abolished. If
we tolerate such steps of
the Modi government,
the situation in the coun-
try will deteriorate more.

Modi government is
adopting vindictive ap-
proach towards
employees of BSNL,
Railways, government
departments and other

public sector undertak-
ings. In order to resist the
retrograde steps of
Modi, AITUC and AIBEA
will fight relentlessly.
She asked the women
force to join those
struggles in large num-
bers. Banks were
nationalised as a result of
several struggles of
people, political parties,
unions, etc. Aftermath of
nationalisation, banks
have played an efficient
role in growth of our
economy. We also have
to fight against gender
discrimination, against
atrocities, violence and
attacks on women in so-
ciety. 

C H Venkatachalam
rendering the main
speech pointed out that
in male-dominated soci-
ety there was an
impression that if
women are employed
they will not be regular
to duty. But the situation
has changed and women
employees are working
more efficiently at
present. In the banking
sector, rights, many facili-
ties and benefits have
come as a result of sev-
eral struggles led by
AIBEA. The situation
now is that with a bank

job is guaranteed all
rights and facilities. Bank
employees have to be
alert on developments
taking place in banking
sector and also on the
attitude of the govern-
ment on bank
employees. He also re-
vealed that demands like
old pension system and
increasing of maternity
leave will be included in
the next wage negotia-
tions.

Lalitha Joshi in her
address stated that there
are many private banks
in the country. Still Modi
government is bent upon
privatising nationalised
banks. The logic behind
this is not understand-
able. Banks’
privatisation can be re-
sisted only through
organised struggles.
Respect and honour to
women should start from
each family itself. Every-
one has to explain how
respect has to be given to
mother, sister, daughter,
grandmother and other
women mebers. She con-
cluded her address by
asserting that we can
bring change in society
through our struggles.

– Ram Narsimha Rao

AITUC general secretary Amarjeet Kaur addressing the convention
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All India Kisan Sabha general secretary Atul
Kumar Anjaan said that had the government imple-
mented the recommendations of the National
Commission on Farmers, 80 per cent of the problems
faced by farmers could have been solved. He was
addressing the 32nd state conference of Manipur
Loumi Lup, a constituent unit of All India Kishan
Sabha that was held on December 24, 2022 at
Manipur Dramatic Union hall, Imphal, with
colourful flags under the theme ‘Save farmers, save
agricultural land for sustainable agriculture and
farmers’ double income’.

32nd State Conference of Manipur AIKS

The opening session
of the conference were ad-
dressed by AIKS general
secretary Atul Kumar
Anjaan, also a member
of National Commission
on Farmers and Dr I
Meghachandra Singh,
joint director ICAR
North Eastern Hill (NES)
region, Manipur Centre,
as chief guest and special
guest respectively. The
conference was con-
ducted by a presidium
consisting of N Singhajit,
president Manipur
Loumi Lup, Dr M Nara
Singh, former CPI minis-
ter, L Thoiren Singh
adviser of Manipur
Loumi Lup and Manipur
state council secretary of
CP, S Nilakamal working
president Manipur
Manipur Loumi Lup, U
Rajmohon vice president
Manipur Loumi Lup, Th
Angou Singh, vice presi-
dent Manipur Loumi
Lup and L Sotinkumar,
general secretary AITUC
Manipur state commit-
tee.

The opening session
of the conference was
inaugurated by H Ibobi
Singh, secretary,
Manipur Loumi Lup. In
his inaugural speech H
Ibobi Singh, who was
later re-elected as secre-
tary, elaborated eleven
main demands of
Manipur Loum Lup for
urging the government
to consider positively.
They are as follows:

  Implement report of
Dr Swaminathan Na-
tional Commission on
farmers.

  Register all farmers,
agri workers, artisans and

provide pension of Rs
10,000 per month for the
elderly. * Compensate to
Loktak project affected
people, remove Ithai
barrage and save Loktak
lake.

  Renovate and re-
vive defunct projects,
dams, irrigation schemes
and make them func-
tional.
 Legalize Minimum

Support Price (MSP) and
Public Distribution Sys-
tem (PDS) items and
ensure they reach the
beneficiaries in adequate
quantities.
 Withdrawal of elec-

tricity Bill 2022 and no to
privatization.

 Withdrawal of
police registered cases of
farmers during anti-farm
laws movement and
compensate to farmer
martyrs.
 Build check dams

across ravines and hill
streams to maintain wa-
ter flow.

  Make available agri
inputs — seeds, fertiliz-
ers, insecticides on time
at subsidised rates.
 Withdrawal of le-

galization of liquor in
Manipur for saving
people.
 Make special plan

for organic farming.
He also pointed out

that the government
must compensate farm-
ers affected for 40 years
by Loktak project.

Speaking as the chief
guest at the conference
Atul Kumar Anjaan said
that there had been nu-
merous incidents of
farmers committing sui-
cide across the country,
But 80 per cent of the
problems being faced by
the farmers could have
been solved if 60 per cent
of the recommendations
made by National Com-
mission on Farmers to
the government are ef-
fectively implemented.
He lamented that succes-
sive governments in the
past as well as the
present one have failed
to take any development
of Loktak lake that has
very badly affected the
precious socio economic
condition of the people
of Manipur.

In his speech, N
Singhajit, Manipur
Loumi Lup president
said that resolutions
adopted during the
farmers’ conference orga-

All India Kisan Sabha general secretary Atul Kumar Anjaan
addressing the conference

nized by the Manipur
Loumi Lup in the past
were submitted to rel-
evant authority but no
action was taken. Never-
theless, the Lup will
continue to apprise the
government about prob-
lems of the farmers.

Among others who
addressed the opening
session of the conference
were Dr I Meghachandra
Singh, Joint Director,
ICAR North Eastern Hill
region, Manipur, Dr M
Nara Singh, former min-
ister and L Sotinkumar
Singh, general secretary
AITUC, Manipur state
committee. They all ex-
plained in detail the
main problems being
faced by the farmers. L
Thoiren Singh, adviser of
Manipur Loumi Lup
and also Manipur state
council secretary of CPI
inaugurated the delegate
session of the confer-
ence. In his speech, L
Thoiren said that the role
of Manipur Loumi Lup
as pioneers of farmers
movement in Manipur
who fought for the cause
of farmers was remark-
able.

A 63-member state
council and a 21-member
executive were elected
for the next three year
term. The 10 office bear-
ers elected are as follows:

1) N Singhajit presi-
dent; 2) S Nilakamal
working president; 3)  U
Rajmohon Singh vice
president  4) Th Angou
Singh vice president; 5)
H Ibobi Singh secretary
; 6) A Debanath Singh
joint secretary; 7) A
Ajoykumar Singh joint
secretary ; 8) A
Tarakishore Singh audi-
tor; 9) N Nimai Singh
auditor; 10) S Nimai
Singh treasurer ; Thus the
conference concluded
with grand success.
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Historians Ranabir
Chakraborty and Aditya
Mukherjee slammed the
New Educational Policy
of the present government
at the Centre at the 81st

session of the Indian His-
tory Congress, held at the
Madras Christian Col-
lege, Chennai, on
December 27,28 and 29,
2022. They blasted the
on-going saffronisation
of history text books that
are incompatible with
the canons of historiog-
raphy. The burial of
India’s rich tradition
secular historiography is
to rewrite Indian history
with a saffron bias.

The dignified protes-
tation took place
synergistically with the
Union education minis-
ter Dharmendra Pradhan
announced that the
teaching of new and ‘cor-
rected’ version of Indian
history would be kicked
off on January 26, which
is the ‘Vasant Panchami’
day. He stated this at a
programme, jointly
sponsored by Indian
Council of Historical
Research and Akhil
Bharatiya Itihas Sankalan
Yojana which is an affili-
ate of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh.
‘The NEP will provide us
with many opportuni-
ties. Mother’s tongue has
been given priority in the

81st Session of Indian History Congress

Eminent Academics Decry Centre’s
Attempt to Saffronise History Text Books

NEP. Imparting educa-
tion without giving
priority to the mother
tongue is meaningless’
he said. The programme
took place when the IHC
was in session.

At the 81st the Indian
History Congress where
more than 1,000 papers
were presented, the gen-
eral sentiment was
wholesale scrapping of
the saffronised NEP. The
inaugural speech of the
Chief Minister of Tamil
Nadu M K Stalin set the
tone. He warned every-
one about the current
distortion of history and
called for adherence to
impartial history stud-
ies. He said, “We should
all strive to create a secu-
lar society.”

He expressed concern
over ‘the danger sur-
rounding the country is
the distortion of history”
and stressed the impera-
tive for preserving the
ideals of the Indian Con-
stitution ‘to protect
education, language,
culture, power struc-
tures, economy,
administration, among
others. He quoted from
a judgment of a nine-
judge Constitution
Bench of the Supreme
Court 1994: “We should
all strive to create a secu-
lar society.”

Prof Chakraborty.
Professor of history,
Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity, in his paper,
‘Illogical and illiberal
pedagogy relating to
Early Indian history cau-
tioned that the desire to
glorify a nation’s past
really opens the door for
the promotion of its in-
alienable sibling and the
vilification of the per-
ceived “other(s),” who
are then made the object
of prejudice and intoler-
ance through curricula.
Hatred, he noted, is not
a mental state; rather, it
is an ideology that sup-
ports an aggressive and
majoritarian national-
ism, which is harmful to
the prospects for compet-
ing, disputing, and
confirming explanations
of the pasts, which are
essential to the calling of
the past.

He further stated that
the lack of any critical
examination of the varna-
jati institution, renowned
for its rigid hierarchy and
institutionalised in-
equality that placed (and
continues to place) a siz-
able portion of the
population of this nation
in subhuman positions,
is equally disheartening.
The curriculum, as a re-
sult, makes little mention
of the connections be-
tween the varna-jati

system, patriarchal soci-
ety, traditional family,
and the growing subjec-
tion of women in
post-Rig vedic social
experiences in the sub-
continent. He was
shocked to see that the
curriculum’s limitations
were worse than the poor
text lists drafted by the
syllabus makers.

Dr Mukherjee sarcas-
tically reminded in the
very beginning of his
speech online that the
NEP was adopted at a
time when the Prime
Minister of India claimed
that ‘the prime minister
has an MA in “Entire
Political Science,” an in-
triguing subject that is
not taught in any univer-
sity in the entire world.
He strongly argued
against new education
policy which would
saffronise the present
Indian education system
demolishing its pluralist
approach and Indian tra-
dition of unity in
diversity. The NEP’s
aim, he stressed, is to
destroy the “secularist,
pluralistic culture of our
nation”.

The mood of partici-
pants at the Congress
reflected a sense of deep
concern against the ‘de-
westernisation’ of Indian
educational tradition
and imposition of

Hindu-nat ional is t ic
tenor of NEP that will
mean return to medieval
epistemic roots.

Professor Kesavan
Velu delivered the presi-
dential address at the
opening session, taking
over from Amiya Kumar
Bagchi as general presi-
dent. The annual session
of the Indian History
Congress was held in a
university in Tamil
Nadu after a 26-year gap.
It was in 1996, when the
Indian History Congress
session was held at the
University of Madras.

During these three
days, six sections ran si-
multaneously in
different rooms, where
sectional presidents pre-
sented their papers and
other delegates also pre-
sented their papers in
their respective sections.
The sectional presidents
were: Dr Malini Adiga,
Karnataka (Ancient In-
dia); Professor Ishrat
Alam, Aligarh (Medieval
India); Professor Salil
Misra, Delhi (Modern
India); Professor Deepak
Kumar, Delhi, also
chaired the Modern India
section in another sub-
section; Professor
Bishnupriya Basak,
Kolkata (Archaeology);
Professor Margit Koves,
Delhi, (Countries Other
than India); and Profes-
sor Sudha Pai, Delhi
(Contemporary India).

[IPA]

A view of the inaugural session
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The first week of 2023
has brought the signs of
the beginning of even
higher level of unemploy-
ment in India at 8.4 per
cent than 8.3 per cent in
December 2022 which
was 15 months high. It is
indeed a bad news, but
not so bad as the Modi
government’s trick to
show the actually falling
formal employment as
provisionally rising
month after month.

EPFO’s annual report
of 2021-22 tabled in the
Parliament of India in
December has revealed
that only 46.34 million
members contributed
during the year, as
against 48.92 million in
the pre-pandemic year
2019-20. It meant that the
actual formal employ-
ment as measured by
EPFO contribution had
fallen by 2.58 million. It
was a fall of 5.3 per cent.

However, the through
monthly provisional
EPFO data, Modi govern-
ment tried to prove
month after month that
formal employment was
rising. The provisional
monthly data showed
that the members contrib-
uting in the EPFO
increased by almost 20
million by 2021-22,
while it actually fell by
2.58 million.

It clearly shows that
EPFO’s monthly data is
not reliable, for it is al-
ways provisional, and it
undergoes several revi-
sions that substantially
alter the actual position
of formal employment in
the country. There may
be some motif of the
Modi government be-
hind releasing monthly

Informal Employment Sans Social
Security on Rise in India

inflated data to present
a comparatively rosy
current trend on the em-
ployment front.

For example, the lat-
est provisional payroll
data of EPFO was re-
leased on 20th
December, 2022 that
highlighted 12.94 lakh
net members in the
month of October 2022.
Year-on-year compari-
son of payroll data
reflects an increase of
21,026 in net membership
in October, 2022 as com-

pared to the correspond-
ing month during last
year in 2021. As per data,
around 2,282 new estab-
lishments have started
complying for the first
time under the Employ-
ees’ Provident Funds &
Miscellaneous Provi-
sions Act, 1952 ensuring
social security cover to
their employees. How-
ever, nobody knows,
what will happen to this
data after several revi-
sions during 2022-23, the
final data of which
would be available only
after a year.

As the annual report
for 2021-22 reveals, the
formal employment in

India has been on the
decline since 2019-20,
and the country is still
struggling to reach that
level. It means the em-
ployment with social
security coverage of
provident fund has been
on the decline, and infor-
mality in the labour
market is on the rise.

In recent AITUC con-
vention it was claimed
that informal employ-

ment has risen to 97 per
cent of the total
workforce, much more
than the earlier govern-
ment estimate of 90 per
cent. It means only a frac-
tion of the workforce in
India are in formal em-
ployment with social
security coverage such as
EPFO’s membership.

Unemployment rate
last year in January was
6.56 per cent which rose
to 8.3 per cent in Decem-
ber, and now average 8.4
per cent in the first week
of 2023, as per the CMIE
data. Urban unemploy-
ment was highest in the
last 16 months in Decem-
ber at 10.9 per cent. Rural

employment also rose
from 5.83 per cent in Janu-
ary 2022 to 7.44 per cent
in December.

According to CMIE
data, unemployment
rate of January 6 on 30
day moving average was
8.3 per cent in the coun-
try, with urban
unemployment 9.8 per
cent and rural unemploy-
ment 7.5 per cent.

Labour participation
rate (LPR) rose in Decem-
ber to 40.5 per cent from
39.6 per cent in Novem-

ber, and 39 per cent in
October. It means, 7 mil-
lion more people added
to workforce in Novem-
ber compared to
October, and another 10.6
million joined the
workforce in December.
It has created some hope
among the unemployed
to get a job, and hence
they have been searching
for one, that in turn has
increased the unemploy-
ment rate.

Moreover, if we dive
deep into the methods of
calculation, we can put it
in another way. The 10.6
million addition into the
workforce does not mean
all of them have been

employed. According to
the CMIE data, only 8.4
million actually found
job while 2.2 million
joined the ranks of the
unemployed. Similarly,
7 million joined the
workforce in November,
but only 5.5 million
found employment and
1.5 million added to the
unemployed people. It
shows how both the un-
employment and
employment rate can rise
simultaneously.

In December total
employment in India
was 410 million, which is
the highest level of em-
ployment since January
2020. However, the em-
ployment rate in
proportion of the work-
ing age population is
still very low. It was 36
per cent in October 2022,
which rose to only 36.4
per cent in November,
and 37.1 per cent in De-
cember.

About 27.8 million
unemployed people
were looking for employ-
ment in September 2022,
which rose to 33.4 million
in October, 35 million in
November and 37.1 mil-
lion in December, as per
the CMIE data. The num-
ber of job seeking
persons is most likely to
rise in coming months
amidst deceleration of
economic growth in the
country, which urgently
needs to be human
centred. The challenge is
to create large number of
decent formal salaried
jobs with social security
coverage, which has been
on the decline since
demonetisation of 2016,
and worsened during
the last three years of the
pandemic.

Dr Gyan Pathak
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tion. It will also open the floodgate of foreign finance
capital in India. The central government is in such
hurry that it has given only two weeks for a feed back.

The government is under pressure because of its
commitment made to international finance capital.
It has nothing to do with the fate of Indian higher
education institutes. Those regulations for foreign
university campus not only compelled the Indian
universities to be gradually handed over to
corporates but also dilute and destroy Indian higher
education system, leading to commercialization and
marketisation. Education will be so expensive that
poor, Dalits, minorities and lower middle class can-
not afford higher education in future.

The education minister had already made a state-
ment in the Parliament that Indians should stop
depending on the idea that universities should be
funded by the government. Those regulations are
the reflection of government’s pro-rich approach.
This favours and serves the purpose of corporates
in India.

The policy of reservation and principle of social
justice with the values enshrined in Indian Consti-
tution will be harmed in a big way. This will sabotage
the public funded universities of the country, which
are already facing serious crisis in many fronts. The
red carpet treatment to foreign universities will also
affect the sovereign status of the country. There is
also a danger to our cultural ethos. Media report says
that the central government is also coming with the
draft regulations of National Digital University and
Higher Education Commission of India. The whole
exercise of the government is aimed at destroying
Indian universities and total Education system of
our country which were achieved in the last 75 years
after independence. 

The  central government is making all possible
efforts finally to dilute and destroy Indian Univer-
sities and our higher education system.

Final Attempt to Destroy...
From Page 5

states, but contrary to that
BJP government is
snatching the rights of the
states by dismantling the
federal character of our
nation and centralising
all powers of the states.
In order to implement the
agenda of BJP and RSS,
they are misusing the
system of governors.
Nominated governors
are creating hurdles to
democratically elected
governments. We are
witnessing such glaring
interferences in
Telangana, Tamil Nadu
and Kerala. That is the
reason why we are op-
posing the system of
governors, D Raja said.

Opposition Must Unite...

A recent meeting of the
CPI Himachal Pradesh
state unit has urged the
Congress government in
the state to take steps to
reopen the closed cement
units in the state. The meet-
ing made it clear that if the
owners are not willing to
reopen, the state govern-
ment must take them over.
Party national council sec-
retary Syed Aziz Pasha
attended the meeting held
recently in Bilaspur.

The meeting expressed
its deep concern over the
closure of cement factories.
These factories were work-
ing for a long time in
Himachal Pradesh. The
closure of ACC and
Ambuja cement factories
located at Barmana and
Darla Ghat will affect lives
of lakhs of people directly
and indirectly. Sudden clo-
sure of these factories
without any notice has on
the one hand affected
hundreds of employees and
on the other hand hit badly
families of truck operators,
spare part sellers and me-
chanics.

Senior CPI leader
Vasudev Basu presided
over the meeting. Party
state secretary Bhag Singh
Chaudhary, state joint sec-
retary Prashant Mohan,
former MLA K K Kaushal,
former president of
Himachal Pradesh Bar
Council Deshraj, young
leader from Bilaspur
Pravesh Chandel and oth-
ers participated in the

Govt Must Take Steps to Reopen Shut
Cement Units in HP: CPI

meeting.  The leaders
pointed out that as soon as
the Congress government
came to power in the state,
Adani group which
owned those factories has
come out saying that those
factories are running in
loss. CPI leaders said that
Adani Group with the tacit
support of the BJP govern-
ment at the Centre is
looting national and natu-
ral resources. The
intention of the Adani
group is very clear. It wants
to reduce wages of
labourers and fares of
transporters.

The party leaders took
a pledge to stand in this
hour of crisis along with
the truck operators, em-
ployees of cement
factories, workers and all
working masses affected
with the sudden closure of
those factories. Party lead-
ers urged the newly elected
Congress government led
by Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu to intervene in the
matter immediately and re-
solve the issue. CPI has put
forth the demand that if
the issue remains unre-
solved, the government
should take over those fac-
tories. 

On this issue there
should be nationwide
debate. Analysts all over
the nation are posing the
question whether the
system of governors is
necessary.

Party national council
secretary Syed Azeez
Pasha in his address
stated that Covid pan-
demic is spreading
throughout the world.
We have to learn lessons
from past experiences of
second round. Centre
should become alert at
least now. He also re-
vealed that at present
74,000 doctors’ posts are
vacant.

K u n a m n e n i
Sambasiva Rao,

Telangana state CPI sec-
retary, in his address
criticised BJP for not
fighting on people’s is-
sues but trying to come
to power in the state with
the help of money and
raising communal
hatredness. Though there
is understanding with
the TRS in Munugodu
elections, CPI will con-
tinue struggles on
various people’s issues
like land problems, sys-
tem of governors,
irregularities in police
recruitments, etc. In fact
BJP has thrown people’s
problems to the air and
is demanding transfer of
MLAs’ trading affair to
CBI.

He asked what has
happened to the assur-

ances of Modi to double
the income of farming
community, providing
house to every shelter-
less. Answering a
question by media per-
son, the state council
secretary replied that
KCR has to release funds
to village panchayats
and the Centre has to re-
lease funds to the tune of
Rs 30,000 crores to the
state which are due un-
der various accounts.

Party state secretariat
members, Palla Venkata
Reddy, Pasya Padma, N
Balamallesh, Kalaveni
Shankar, Takkalapally
Srinivasa Rao, M
Balnarsimha, V S Bose
and E T Narsimha also
attended the press meet.

From Front Page

CPI national council secretary Syed Aziz Pasha addressing the meeting
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Diary of
International

Events
C. Adhikesavan

Supporters of former
Brazilian President Jair
Bolsonaro who refuse to
accept his election defeat
stormed Congress, the
Supreme Court and
presidential palace in the
capital a week after the
inauguration of his left-
ist rival, President Luiz
Inácio Lula da Silva.

Democracy is at the
recieving end in Brazil.
The danger comes from
none other than the right-
ist elements led by
ex-president Jair
Bolsonaro who lost the
recently held election to
the Left leader Luiz
Inácio Lula da Silva.
Even when Bolsonaro
ruled for more than four
years there was a ques-
tion whether young
democracy would sur-
vive under him?

Latin America’s larg-
est country embarked on
what amounted to a test
of its democratic strength
in 2018 when it elected
the former army captain
who openly lamented
the collapse of the
country’s military dicta-
torship, once threatened
to reinstall its rule on the
first day of his presi-
dency and sought at
every turn to sow doubt
in elections.

During his time in of-
fice, he did little to soften
his bellicosity. He
warned of a government
“rupture” like the mili-
tary coup of 1964. If he
were to lose his reelec-
tion bid, he said, it could
only be through fraud,
and Brazil would “have
worse problems” than
the United States did
on January 6, 2021, when
a mob of Trump sup-
porters assaulted the
U.S. Capitol. Even his son
Eduardo warned that
there would arrive a
movement when the situ-
ation would be the same

Rightist Rioters Invade Congress,
Presidential Palace
as it was in the 1960s.

For many Brazilians,
January 8 was the arrival
of such a moment,
when Bolsonaro sup-
porters laid siege to the
three pillars of the federal
government — the presi-
dential palace, the
supreme court and the
congress — bringing
democracy here to a sud-
den standstill. The
scenes of smoke and vio-
lence were at once both
shocking and predict-
able, the tragic
realization of a prophecy
Bolsonaro has repeat-
edly uttered to mobilize

his base and terrify his
adversaries.

If I’m removed from
power, he often hinted,
violence will follow,
Bolsonaro declared.

Bolsonaro and the
Bolsonaro family have
for years talked about
attacking the supreme
court. Then, over the last
year, they have said they
wouldn’t respect the elec-
toral results. And in
recent months, the insur-
rectionist rhetoric of
Bolsonaro and his family
gathered even more
force.

Bolsonaro has said
little publicly since his
loss to Luiz Inácio Lula
da Silva in October. He
declined to concede, or to
discourage the support-
ers who have camped
outside military installa-

tions calling for a coup to
keep him in power.

He did ask protesters
to stop disrupting com-
merce by blocking roads,
and he condemned vio-
lence aimed at
overturning the election
result. But in an echo of
Trump, he skipped
Lula’s inauguration on
January 1, absconding
instead to Florida to stay
at the Orlando mansion
of an MMA fighter.

In a teary farewell be-
fore his departure, he
called the election result
unfair. Now in his sud-
den absence, his most

radical supporters have
carried out his rhetoric to
its logical, if violent, con-
clusion.

This was a ticking time
bomb. Bolsonaro’s sup-
porters have decided to
repeat the lamentable
image for the entire
world of the Capitol in-
vasion.

As his administration
accumulated problems
— corruption, a crippling
 corona virus outbreak
that killed nearly 700,000
Brazilians, supreme
court investigations into
his closest allies — he
repeatedly returned to
the embrace of his fringe
supporters. He threat-
ened the other branches
of government and con-
jured the specter of
military intervention if
others threatened his

grip on power.
Let us condemn the

attacks on democracy,
invasion and vandaliza-
tion of Brazil’s Congress,
presidential palace and
Supreme Court by fanati-
cal fascists, supporters of
far- right Bolsonaro in a
grim echo of the U.S.
Capitol invasion by fans
of Donald Trump.

This movement, ar-
ticulated for months by
sectors of the Brazilian
ultra-right, has solid fi-
nancial support from
businesspeople and seg-
ments of the military
police and the Armed
Forces. Through the so-
cial media, extreme right
groups have been out-
spoken against the
recognition of the elec-
tion results waging
attacks on democracy.

Video footage on so-
cial networks and
television leave no
doubt as to the acquies-
cence from part of the
police forces in Brasília.
With a small amount of
staff employed to pre-
vent this expected attack
they also made a blind
eye to the mobs.

Local authorities al-
ready knew that about a
hundred buses full of
demonstrators had come
to the federal capital.
This fact is not unique:
after the announcement
of Lula’s victory, coup
actions were plotted in
broad daylight in
Brasília on December 24.
There was also an at-
tempt to blow up a tank
truck at the Brasília air-
port on the eve of the last
day of Bolsonaro’s gov-
ernment. The idea was to
spread chaos, hatred,
confrontation with the
institutions, and prepare
the ground for a possible
military intervention.

The Left forces that a
clear attack on demo-

cratic bodies is under-
way. Let us demand an
immediate investigation
and punishment of the
authorities that prevari-
cated and made this
outrageous episode pos-
sible. There must a
demand for investiga-
tions to identify the
leaders and financiers of
these actions and their
consequent arrest.

The moment de-
mands an effective,
articulated and united re-
sponse from all popular
and social movements,
democratic entities and
left parties against neo-
fascism and their
terrorist groups.

Therefore, we propose:
An emergency meet-

ing of the national
leaderships of the left
parties and the progres-
sive political
organizations to articu-
late actions and
mobilizations against the
coup activism, with the
arrest of their leaders and
dismissal of public em-
ployees involved in the
attempt to overthrow the
elected government.

2. Articulation in all the
states of mass protests
denouncing the coup at-
tempts and demanding
the arrest of the
articulators.

3. Organization of
broad state plenaries to
fight against the coup
attempts and in defense
of democratic freedoms!

Fascists shall not pass!
Today the interna-

tional community is
solidly expressing its
solidarity with Brazilian
people on outcomes of
the democratic elections,
condemns attacks in Bra-
zil by right-wing
elements.
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terms of sanitation, eco-
nomics and transport. If
girls cannot use the
cycles, avail the fellow-
ships or use the toilets,
then evidently they do
not want education of
girls. It also seeks to pro-
mote caste and
community based khap
panchayats as being su-
perior to the
Constitution, and clearly
states that legal educa-
tion should be rooted in
the cultural value sys-
tems of the country and
not in ideas that are for-
eign. Simply put, it
prioritizes customs of
violence on women that
may include honour kill-
ings over and above any

CPI Condemns TN
Governor’s Action

Communist Party of India general secretary
D Raja issued the following statement on Janu-
ary 10, 2023 condemning the action of Tamil
Nadu governor R N Ravi:

What happened in the Tamil Nadu assembly
on January 9, 2023 is highly unfortunate and il-
legal.

Tamil Nadu governor R N Ravi skipped parts
of the address prepared by the state government
with references made to secularism, Periyar, B
R Ambedkar, K Kamaraj, C N Annadurai and
Karunanidhi and added paras on his own.

Incident of making arbitrary changes in the cer-
emonial address took place in Kerala assembly
before.

Office of the governor is only proving to be a
burden on our federal polity. It must be abolished
to put an end to interference by the Union gov-
ernment in the working of elected state
governments.

From Page 03

Empowerment...
human rights as defined
in the Constitution.

The irony of the NEP
lies in the fact that it talks
of securing education as
a fundamental right in a
scenario where the child
will be at the mercy of
capitalists and funda-
mentalist masquerading
as philanthropists. In the
process of its implemen-
tation it has already
withdrawn funds from
fellowships of minori-
ties, Dalits and other
backward communities.
It is systematically work-
ing towards making
teachers into a daily wage
community at the mercy
of the employers. The
change in the examina-
tion will lead to a higher
dropout rate, particu-

larly among children
who do not come from
educated or literate back-
grounds. The policy is
dividing the society in a
manner whereby no pos-
sible social mobility can
take place between castes
or religion.

NFIW categorically
rejects a policy that is
antithetical to the teach-
ings and value systems
of the first feminists of
modern India. Education
needs to be scientific,
oriented towards equal-
ity and socio-economic
justice. A system that
considers education to
be a privilege or a char-
ity can never be just and
will promote anti-demo-
cratic, patriarchal and
oppressive societies. 
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The 11th Tripura state
conference of National Fed-
eration of Indian Women
(NFIW) was held in Junu
Das Bhavan, Agartala on

December 11, 2022. The
conference venue was
named after veteran NFIW
leader Com Sahana
Sengupta and the hall pre-
mises named after veteran
NFIW leader Com. Pramila
Rajkumari.

The conference
started with the hoisting
of NFIW flag by NFIW

NFIW Tripura State Conference
leader Tulsi Das Kapali
followed by offering of
floral tribute to Martyrs
Column by NFIW gen-
eral secretary Annie Raja,

NFIW leaders Sandhya
Debbarma, Jaya Biswas,
Susmita Nandi, Jayanti
Sarkar, Hopanrani
Sarkar, Shilpi Dey,
Padmabati Marar, Soma
Deb Sarkar, Fulrenu
Rajkumari and other
delegates and state lead-
ers of CPI.

Thereafter the confer-

ence elected a presidium
of Sandhya Debbarma,

Fulrenu Rajkumari and
Jayanti Sarkar. Immedi-
ately after that Annie Raja

was felicitated and wel-
comed to the conference
with flower bouquet and
badge. After that a con-
dolence resolution was
read out in the conference
by Jaya Biswas. The wel-
come address was
delivered in the confer-
ence by CPI state
secretariat member
Milan Baidya.

The conference was
formally inaugurated by
NFIW general secretary
Annie Raja. Thereafter
organisational and po-
litical report was placed
in the conference by
NFIW 11th Tripura state
conference Reception
Committee Chairman
Tulsi Das Kapali.

A total of 17 delegates
discussed the

Bikramjit Sengupta
organisational and po-
litical report.

The conference unani-
mously elected a new 13
member state council
with Tulsi Das Kapali as
president, Jaya Biswas as
secretary, Mamtaz
Begum as vice-presi-
dent, Hopan Rani Sarkar
as joint secretary, Shilpi
Dey as treasurer and
Sandhya Debbarma as
advisor to new state
council.

On December 12, a
team led by Annie Raja
and CPI state secretariat
member Milan Baidya
visited the house of Com.
Shahid Miya in his vil-
lage at Charilam who was
killed by BJP-RSS hooli-
gans, met his wife and
family members and con-
soled the family
members.

– Compiled by C. Adhikesavan

The Delhi government’s publicity
wing, the Directorate of Information and
Publicity (DIP), has asked Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal, in his capacity as AAP
National Convenor, to reimburse over
Rs.163 crore spent by it on advertisements
which are in violation of Supreme Court
Guidelines within 10 days. The recovery
notice immediately triggered a political
row between the AAP and the BJP. On its
part, the AAP’s National Secretary Pankaj
Gupta wrote to R Alice Vaz, secretary,
Information & Publicity, seeking copies
of advertisements whose cost the depart-
ment was seeking to recover. – The Indian
Express, January 12.

***
The legal profession is feudalistic and

unwelcoming of women, Chief Justice of
India (CJI) Dhananjaya Y Chandrachud
said on Wednesday, as he received the
Award for Global Leadership presented
by the Centre on the Legal Profession at
Harvard Law School. – The Hindustan
Times, January 12.

The ruling DMK in Tamil Nadu took
strong exception to state Governor RN
Ravi’s certain remarks against Dravidian
rule and accused him of making controver-
sial comments with an aim to create
confusion in the state. Senior DMK leader
and Lok Sabha MP TR Baalu, referring to
reports in a section of media on the
Governor’s sharp criticism of the 50 years
of Dravidian rule in Tamil Nadu, said he
should be ideally making such comments
from Kamalalayam, the state BJP headquar-
ters and not the Raj Bhavan.

The Governor has been frequently
dwelling on topics like Sanatana, Aryan and

Dravidian concepts, besides talking
about Tirukkural (a set of Tamil couplets
touching upon various aspects of life) and
colonialism “which are dangerous and
absurd,” Baalu said in a release. “His in-
tention has been to take back to
Varnashrama (a classification) days by
speaking about sectarian politics. While
he was speaking subtle politics so far, he
has started to openly talk like a politi-
cian,” Baalu, DMK Treasurer and its
Parliamentary Party Leader, charged. –
The Siasat Daily, January 5.
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It was a great surprise
to note that the usual
route of workers’ rallies
heavily barricaded this
time when we from
AITUC national centre
went to Nagpur to par-
ticipate in the planned
march and rally of
Maharashtra AITUC. The
winter session of
Maharashtra Vidhan
Sabha is always held in
Nagpur. It turned out
that this was in anticipa-
tion of the mammoth
participation in the
AITUC rally. The police
deployment was also
heavy.

Those who partici-
pated came from power
sector (electricity and
coal) to Anganwadi
workers and helpers,
ASHA workers and block
development workers,
midday meal workers,
part-time health atten-
dance workers, UMED
workers, grampanchayat
workers, gram rozgar
sevaks, Construction
Workers Federation,
hand pump repairmen,
etc. Each group had its
specific demands, which
were written down in a

MASSIVE AITUC RALLY IN FRONT OF

MAHARASHTRA VIDHAN SABHA

printed format. There
were totally 16 demands,
including for
regularisation, mini-
mum wages, pension,
etc.

The huge rally, with
the biggest participation
of the scheme workers,
turned into a mass rally
when stopped on way to
the assembly. Sham Kale,
general secretary, AITUC
Maharashtra, categori-
cally informed the police
officer in-charge that
their delegation would
see the chief minister and
no one else. Sure enough,
a delegation of six was
taken to meet the chief
minister, Eknath Shinde,
while various speakers
addressed the rally. The
six member delegation
included Sham Kale,

Madhuri Kshirsagar,
Mohan Sharma, Raju
Desle, Shankar Pujari,
and Namdeo Chavan.

Two MLAs came in
support of the rally and
their demands. One of
them was even support-
ing the newly incumbent
state government. When
there was no word from
the delegation even after
two hours, the rally got
restive. It was announced
on the public address
system, that if we do not
get confirmation within
five minutes that the
chief minister has invited
the delegation, we would
forcibly cross the barri-
cades put up by the
police and the govern-
ment would be
responsible for the con-
sequences. There was
flurry of activity on part

of the police, as a contin-
gent of participants
surged towards the as-
sembly. 

It is around this time
the MLA supporting the
BJP-Sena government
was concluding his
speech. As he was con-
cluding, Sukumar Damle
got up, thanked him for
his support and asked
him to explain how the
state government can
fulfill their demands,
since the government
claims that there are no
funds to meet the work-
ers’ demands. He was
told that the BJP govern-
ment at the Centre is
reducing corporate taxes,
has abolished wealth tax,
succession tax and is not
giving the share due of
GST to the state govern-
ment.

Very candidly he said
that he did not have any
knowledge of those eco-
nomic matters. So much
for the support to the
demands of the rally!
The participants were
amused. When he left,
Damle addressed the

rally and said that this
was a practical demon-
stration of what we
should do over the com-
ing months up to 2024
elections, expose the BJP
candidates for giving
false promises to seek
votes and to throw them
out of the Lok Sabha. 

Sometime later, the
rally was informed that
the delegation is meet-
ing the chief minister and
thereafter the delegation
arrived.

Sham Kale and Raju
Desle reported that they
submitted their de-
mands to the chief
minister and he agreed to
direct the minister head-
ing each respective
ministry to sit with re-
spective delegations
within the next 15 days to
look into their demands.
He directed to look into
the 15 lakh pending reg-
istration applications of
construction workers
and disburse their ben-
efits immediately. 

The rally was then
announced as con-
cluded. 

Sukumar Damle
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