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THRISSUR: All
India Kisan Sabha
(AIKS) national
president Ravula
Venkaiah said here on
February 17, 2023 that
the farmers of the
country must unitedly
fight against the
policies opposing the
interest of the farmers,
adopted by the
government led by
Narendra Modi. He was
addressing the
concluding session of
the two jathas of the
farmers that culminated
at Thrissur after
travelling across the
length and breadth of
the state.

Raising the slogans
like ‘Save Farmers’,
‘Protect Farming’, two
regional jathas led by
AIKS Kerala state
committee leaders
started from

Kerala AIKS Statewide Jathas Conclude
Unite to Fight Centre’s Anti-Farmer Policies

Our Special
Correspondent

Remembering Com Govind Pansare

Communist Party of India national council secretaries Pallab Sengupta
and Binoy Viswam MP paid rich tributes to Com Govind Pansare, martyred
on February 20, 2015 while he was taking morning walk with his wife Uma
Pansare. Addressing the party comrades in Ajoy Bhawan on February 20,
2023 the leaders condemned the delay in the arrest of the murderers and
demanded immediate arrest of the culprits.

Thiruvananthapuram
and Kasaragod. The
southern jatha from
Thiruvananthapuram
was led by V Chamunni,
general secretary of the
Kerala state council of the
All India Kisan Sabha
and the northern jatha
was led by J
Venugopalan Nair
president of the Kerala
state council.

Inaugurating the
concluding session,
AIKS president Ravula
Venkaiah said that the
‘Save Farmers’ jathas
were a model for the
entire country. He added
that through such ‘Save
Farmer’ jathas, one can
study and discuss with
the farmers the problems
of farming. By holding
such jathas throughout
the country, All India
Kisan Sabha can help the
farmers a lot, he said.

It may be recalled here
that the farmers had
waged a year-long

agitation in the national
capital of Delhi, against
the Modi government’s
anti-farmer policies.
Such an agitation had
never taken place before
or after independence in
the country, he said.
Thousands of farmers
and workers without any
religious-caste-class
differences took part in

the struggle and
unitedly fought Modi
government.

Because of the
consistent and
unwavering agitation,
Modi government had to
finally come to
compromise though it
did not fulfill the
promises made to the
farmers while

withdrawing the three
anti-farmer laws. The
Modi government is still
following anti-people
and anti-farmer policies,
with the support of
corporate houses, the
AIKS national president
pointed out.

During the farmers’
struggle in New Delhi,
All India Kisan Sabha
lost precious lives of 25
of its active members.
Their life is eternal. They
became martyrs fighting
for the farmer
community. Their
sacrifice should give
strength to the farmers.

O r g a n i s i n g
committee convener and
former Kerala minister V
S Sunil Kumar presided
over the session. P
Balachandran MLA
welcomed the

On page 12

All India Kisan Sabha national president Ravula Venkaiah addressing the public meeting
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EditorialEditorialEditorialEditorialEditorial
India has been repeatedly claimed to

be as the one among five most developed
economies in the world, but in reality
there is no content in the boast. It is a
country where in recent years GDP has
kept falling and any ascent appears much
more than what it has been.

With an eye on the coming elections,
most of the steps  are taken to promote
the interest of the majority,  and have been
packaged with all the shines, though the
high colour cannot cover the miseries of
hunger, deprivation and death. The first
Advance Estimates (FAE) of National
statistical office (NSO), 2022-23, about the
Gross Domestic Product is expected to
grow seven percent only. This is the first
government estimate for economic
growth for 2022-24. The first advance
estimates obtained from extrapolation of
seven month’s data, are released early in
January, to frame the contours of the
budget for the coming financial year. The
GDP rate has been slower than the 8.7
percent of 2021-22, but little higher than
the Reserve Bank of India rating of 6.8
percent a year for the current financial
year. The GDP projection of 7 percent
factors in a 0.2 percent contraction in
private final consumption expenditure
during second half of the current financial
year, indicating weak demand and the
impact of slowing exports. India’s
nominal GDP which factors in the
inflation rate, is set to grow by 15.4 percent
in 2022-2023, still declining. Agriculture,
the food basket in the country, is expected
to grow at 3.5 percent in the financial year
(FY)2023,  as against the growth in
previous year. The manufacturing sector
is seen growing 1.6 percent as against 9.9
percent last fiscal.

The Challenges for the slowing down
of growth are many. It was there even
before the pandemic months. It started in

Decline Continues
2016, and continued for four consecutive
years, while the growth rate kept declining
each year. It was a constant slide and the
country had never experienced such
disaster since Independence. Inequality too
kept growing. Slowly it became highly
disproportionate in last few years. The
growth remained confined to the top few
with shares of profits collected by the
corporate sector has been out of proportion.
Then there has been the negative growth
that keeps eroding the economy as a whole.
Since the investment rate has many drivers
like monetary policy, fiscal policy, social
and political factors, among all of them,
trust plays a major role. If trust faces erosion,
investment takes nose dive. Result is that
the average Indian remains not only poorer
but almost deprived of every essential on
which life thrives.

The NSO’s numbers also show that the
average Indian was poorer in 2020-21, and
still getting poorer in 2021-22, as compared
to 2019-20. Also, one would have spent and
will spend less in these two years than one
spent in 2019-20. The per capita income and
per capita consumption expenditure at
constant prices in the three years are
indicators that are quite worrying. Despite
appeals to substantially increase
government expenditure, the Government
Final Capital Expenditure (GFCE) was only
Rs 45,003 crore more in 2020-21 than in the
previous year. Similarly, it will be only Rs
1,20,562 crore more in 2021-22 than in the
previous year.

Investments are also limping. Gross
Fixed Capital Formation in 2021-22 will
move up little (Rs 1,21,266 crore) over the
level achieved in 2019-20, totally
insufficient in a pandemic-hit economy.

Among the people, however, there is
more concern about prices of gas, diesel and
petrol than about the GDP. Unemployment
remains the prime issue that blocks life at

every stage. According to the CMIE, the
urban unemployment rate is 8.51 per cent
and the rural unemployment rate is 6.74
per cent. The reality is grimmer: many
persons who hold a ‘job’ are disguising
their unemployment. There is concern
about prices of essentials like pulses, milk,
cooking oil and gas. There is concern about
the education of children: in rural India
and poor neighbourhoods of urban India
in many parts of the country, children
hardly attended any classes since the
teaching itself was stopped since last two
years. There is concern about security.
Most mixed communities in the states of
north and central India are living like in a
tinderbox fearing the spark that will start
a conflagration. There is concern about hate
speech, digital abuse, trolls and crime,
especially crimes against women and
children. There is concern about the
pandemic and the new variants.

Those in power do not care about the
real concerns of people. They have taken
the high road to fight election battles.
Constitution that has been the guiding
force since independence faces the knife
whenever contradictions emerge.

Those promoting the concept of Hindu
Rashtra are in fact promoting ideas that
were floated as early as in 1920s as part
of British colonialists’ divide and rule
policy. Their bid to create confusion
between Hindutva and Hinduism is
something they have been doing ever
since they started serving the British
colonial interests. Hinduism is a religious
expression while Hindutva is a reformed
and distorted political ideology under
which the revival of rituals and beliefs
create the context for the autocracy. In this
process, instead of keeping up the
democratic traditions, there is decline,
visible in every sphere.

The National Secretariat
of the Communist Party of
India issued on February 21,
2023 the following statement
condemning the RSS-
ABVP vandalism in JNU
campus:

The National
Secretariat of the
Communist Party of

CPI Condemns RSS-ABVP Vandalism in JNU Campus
India strongly condemns
vandalism let loose by
RSS-ABVP goons and
defacing of great leaders’
portraits like those of
Periyar, Bhagat Singh,
Baba Saheb Ambedkar,
Karl Marx, Jyotiba and
Savitribai Phule
installed on the walls of

Students’ Union Office in
JNU campus on
February 19, 2023.

This is not the first time
that the RSS-ABVP
members have been
attacking the left and
progressive students in
JNU for differing with
their ideology. The RSS-

ABVP has been trying to
disturb the communal
harmony inside the
campus. The party
condemns the vandalism
in Students Union office
and violence on the
student community.

The party questions
the inaction on the part of

U n i v e r s i t y
Administration and the
way the Delhi Police is
working. This is not the
first incident.

The party demands a
thorough probe into the
incident and punish the
culprits.
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Nothing for Agrarian Sector in Budget

Ravula Venkaiah

Farmers to Launch Chalo Parliament on March 20

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
presented the budget said to be that of the
“Amritkal”, for the year 2023-24 on February

1. This budget, released on behalf of the Union
government, has 45 lakh cores on seven items as
Saptarushulu Sakshi. Defense sector has been
taken at priority basis with allotment of five lakh
crores, while agriculture, with its seventh position
is at the bottom, with one lakh forty five thousand
cores.

Last year there was a
provision of one lakh
fifty one thousand cores
which was 3.84 percent.
Does it mean that
allocations for
agriculture sector would
remain static? It is like a
hundred percent
reduction. This budget is
not Amritkal for all, it is
exclusively for
corporates like Adani
and Ambani. Fertilizer
subsidy has been
reduced from two lakh
twenty five thousand
crores to one lakh
seventy five thousand
crores.

Finance minister said
that organic fertilizers
should be prepared by
the farmers themselves.
Farmers are being forced
to resort to ancient
fertilizers like cow dung.
Prime Minister has
reduced the Kisan
Samman fund from 68
thousand crores to 60
thousand crores. The
Rashtriya Krishi Vikas
Yojana scheme has been
reduced from Rs 10,435
crore earlier to Rs 7,150
crore. Kisan Unnati
Yojana has been reduced
from 7,183 crores to 7,066
crores. Only seven
thousand crores have
been allocated for the
Irrigation sector across
the country. The Price
Stabilization Fund was
initially announced at Rs
3,000 crore and was
reduced every year. Last
year it was Rs 1,500 crore

and today it has been Rs.
One crore. It was just as
the prime minister had
almost scrapped the
Asha scheme for support
prices. Food subsidy has
been reduced from Rs 2.8
lakh crore to Rs 1.97 lakh
crore. Just like naming
the market yards. Food
Corporation of India
(FCI) is in danger of

disappearing in the near
future.

There is an idea to
cancel the ration of rice to
poor people. Natural
agriculture will be given
a big boost in the coming
period. This year 2023
will be declared as the
year of millet. But only a
sum of 10 thousand
crores has been allocated
for it. The market price for
millet is not even

mentioned. We are
already at the top so far
as world production of
millet is considered.
M.O.U introduced
digitalization in
agriculture to bring
technological revolution
in agriculture. New
technology should be
invited. But they have
made an agreement to
bind it to the corporate
powers rather than the
government sector.
Among them are
companies like Amazon,
Wall Mart, ITC, Mon
Santo, Breir, Patanjali. If
implemented it would be

good to accept the
cooperative system in
rural areas which would
get strengthened. The
farmers’ loans have been
increased by 20 lakh
crores. Along with
agriculture, industries
like animal husbandry,
horticulture, fishery and
poultry industry are also
included in this.
Agriculture alone needs
more than 50 lakh crores.

Now the banks are not
getting even 50 percent of
the deposit to be given to
the farmers. The interest
subsidy given by the
Central government has
been reduced from two
percent to 1.5 percent.

That is like putting a
heavy burden on the
farmers. For one whole
year, farmers organized
a historic nationwide
movement against
corporate forces and
against the black laws.
More than 750 farmers
were martyred. More
than  four thousand cases
are there running even
today. Finally Narendra
Modi came down and

withdrew the black laws
apologizing to the entire
peasant community.
Written assurances were
given to the farmers for
which the entire farming
community has been
waiting to be
implemented. They had
high hopes from the
budget. But it was only
disappointment that was
the farmers’ gain.

In the budget

proposals, there is no
mention of farmer
support prices or loan
waiver. As a result of the
farmers’ movement,
there has been  only
promises and that too
remained unkept. This
budget has been
introduced as a means of
politicizing the entire
farming community. All
the allocations are
reduced. But the farmers
should not be
disappointed. They must
gather their united forces
and start another
movement. For that,
before the end of this

budget session in the
Parliament, a call was
made by the
C o o r d i n a t i o n
Committee of SKM to the
Chalo Parliament on
March 20, seeking to
make amendments in
favor of the agriculture
sector.

(The author is
President, All India
Kisan Sabha)
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Warning signals
Trade data released last week showed that India’s exports

and imports have contracted for the second straight month in
January. This persisting weakness in the country’s trade data
points towards slowing economic momentum across both the
domestic and global economy. This is a worrying sign. The
disaggregated data suggests that the fall since the second half
of last year has been driven by both price and volume effects.
Though, as a consequence, the merchandise trade deficit has
narrowed in January, falling to its lowest level over the past
year. While the sharp rise in the current account deficit in the
second quarter of this year (4.4 per cent of GDP) had raised
concerns over its financing, the trends in goods and services
exports and imports in the period thereafter suggest that the
deficit is likely to have peaked.

Data showed that India’s exports contracted by 6.6 per cent
in January. As per a report by investment house Nomura,
excluding oil, gold, gems and jewellery, core-exports fell by
7.5 per cent. Worryingly, core-exports have fallen in four of the
last five months as per the report, signalling the sharp slowdown
in global demand as central banks across the world have
tightened monetary policy to tackle inflation. In fact, a majority
of the 30 major export segments witnessed a contraction in
January. On the other side, the latest data also shows that overall
imports contracted by 3.6 per cent in January. While the 70.8
per cent fall in gold imports is indeed welcome news the
disaggregated data shows that imports, excluding oil, gold and
jewellery, fell in January. This indicates a softening of domestic
demand.

In its latest world economic outlook, the IMF has pegged global
growth to slow down to 2.9 per cent in 2023, from 3.4 per cent
in 2022. The Fund has also projected growth in world trade
volumes (in goods and services) at 2.4 per cent this year, down

from 5.4 per cent the year before. Slowing global economy and
world trade suggest that the fall in India’s exports can intensify
further. With the other drivers of growth constrained in their
ability to stimulate growth, at this critical juncture, the policy
apparatus should be guided by the objective of facilitating
exports and deepening India’s trade relations.

Courtesy: The Indian Express

Who’s policing?
After the bodies of two Muslim men were found inside a burnt

SUV in Haryana’s Bhiwani last week, their families made serious
allegations against the police. They say Haryana police was
present when Bajrang Dal members beat the two men up on
suspicion of cow smuggling, and cops had also aided in taking
the two across the border from Rajasthan’s Bharatpur. The issue
is not whether the Haryana Gauvansh Sanrakshan and
Gausamvardhan Act, 2015 was violated, but what rein police
gave to non-state actors to undertake brute vigilante action in
the name of this law.

Mohit Yadav alias Monu Manesar, one of the accused named
in the FIR filed in Rajasthan, is not only a prominent face of the
Haryana government’s cow protection task force but also active
on social media. His channels are flush with videos of his ‘team’
chasing down ‘cow smugglers’, crashing into their vehicles,
beating them, brandishing guns, often with anthemic
soundtracks. Note the prematureness with which the Nuh SP
declared allegations of the victims’ families “baseless”. This
raises doubts whether the clean chit given to Monu in another
violent death last month was preceded by a fair investigation.

The case has grown more complex with the family of another
accused alleging serious assault by the Rajasthan police. Bajrang
Dal and VHP are also threatening protests and a mahapanchayat
in favour of the accused. The further politicisation of the case
on top of the Haryana-Rajasthan political cleavage will muddy
police actions even more. So much depends on whether the
political leadership in both states clearly signals that the police
should act without fear or favour.

Courtesy: The Times of India

Boinapalli Vinod
Kumar, former MP and
vice chairman of
Telangana state
Planning Commission
said that communal
politics is harming the
country and peace is
being disturbed. BJP is a
communal party and in
order to protect their seat
of power, they are
instigating communal
emotions and trying to
subvert democracy and
Indian constitution. He
was addressing the third
Telangana state
conference of AIPSO as
chief guest February 11,
2023 at M Grand Hotel at
Vanasthalipuram in
Hyderabad.

Earlier, Yadav Reddy
former MLC, national
president, AIPSO
hoisted the AIPSO flag.

Third State Conference of Telangana AIPSO
Deputy general
secretary, AIPSO
inaugurated the
conference.  General
secretary state unit of
AIPSO, KVL, welcomed
the guests. Kacham
Satyanarayana, chairman
of the reception
committee presided over
the conference.

B o i n a p a l l i
Vinodkumar, further
stated that politics of BJP
has jeopardized national
sovereignty, secularism
and democracy. Our
Indian constitution has
allowed various
religions and
communities to live
together. In the regime of
Modi, communal
tensions are increasing
which are harmful for the
democratic setup of our
country. He expressed
anguish over the

attempts of BJP to divide
people on communal
lines. The Modi
government is making
every attempt to remove
words ‘Secularism’ and
‘Socialism’ from the
preamble of our
Constitution. They
scrapped Article 370
from our Constitution
but the situation in
Kashmir has only
worsened.

Vinod Kumar also
stated that the Modi
government has
miserably failed
internally and
externallyl. There is
looming threat of wars in
the world, which will
only dismantle very
foundations of
humanity. Violence and
terrorism will bring
danger to very existence
of human beings.

Through peace alone
development and well
being of people can be
possible. Without peace
and harmony, political
strength, economic
stability and cultural
growth are impossible.
People of our country are
able to understand the
dangers of war and the
need for peace and
harmony, after
witnessing many wars. It
is the need of the hour to
awaken the present
generation. In a nation
like ours where various
communities and
religions are living
together, it is the duty of
AIPSO to educate the
people against wars and
for peace and harmony.

Palla Venkata Reddy
 former MLA, while
addressing stated that in
the regime of BJP

communal tensions are
increasing. Attacks of
American imperialists
are also increasing. The
Modi government is
murdering democracy
and secularism. It is
continuing its rule in the
grab of RSS. He
congratulated AIPSO for
making people aware of
the importance of peace
and harmony.

The conference was
addressed by Julakanti
Rangareddy, former
MLA and state leader,
CPI(M), G Vinod Reddy,
state vice president
TPCC, Dr D Sudhakar,
national general
secretary, AIPSO,
Bommagani Prabhakar,
national general
secretary, IAL, Arun
Kumar and others.

Ram Narsimha Rao



New Age Weekly

5February 26-March 04, 2023

The latest Employment Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) data reveals the great
distress in which Indian labour market is

presently undergoing. It shows that the formal job
creation has been declining sharply, a ground
reality, which is in sharp contrast to the PM
Narendra Modi’s claim in Rozgar Melas that his
government has been distributing jobs and
appointment letters and creating large number of
job opportunities through appropriate policies.

Formal Job Creation Declines Further in India

EPFO Data Reveals Severe Distress in Labour Market
Dr. Gyan Pathak

The EPFO provisional
data released on
February 2023, showed
that there was a sharp
decline of 14.5 per cent in
payroll enrolment in
December 2022
compared to November.
The month of October
had registered the lowest
monthly enrolment since
May 2021. Only a little
improvement was
registered in November,
and that too waned in
December dashing the
hope of the people,
particularly the
unemployed who were
in search of decent
salaried jobs.

The actual number of
new formal jobs, as
reflected in the new
monthly subscribers
enrolment under the
EPF, went down in
December 2022 to
8,02,250 as against
9,37,780 a month earlier
in November. In October,
new enrolments were
only 7,80,170. It was a
great fall from 10,59,724
in April 2022, and from
11,59,350 in July 2022.

Of the new EPF
subscribers added in
December, a total of
446,358 are in the 18-25
age group, down by 15.5
per cent from 528,484 in
November. It shows that

job opportunities for the
workforce entering for
the first time in job
market are declining.

The data also springs
a surprise on gender
development. The
number of new male
subscribers fell more

(14.9 per cent) than
female (12.9 per cent) in
December 2022. It is a
matter to be watched
closely in coming
months.

It must be noted that
this data is provisional
and is continuously
revised, and when final
data comes, it proves to
be provisionally
overestimated. We can
take example of the year
2021-22, for which we
have both provisional
data and the annual
report. There is a big
difference – provisional

data tried to show formal
employment rising by
almost 20 million while
annual report tabled in
the Parliament of India
revealed a fall of 2.58
million, which was a fall
of about  5.3 per cent. The
provisional data
therefore must be seen in
this background. EPFO
has started bringing out
formal employment
using payroll since April
2018, covering the period
since September 2017.

The data shows that

enrolment of workforce
less than 18 years of age
fell to 5676 in December
from 6185 in November,
and 9630 in June 2022. In
the age group 18-21 it fell
to 2,77,343 in December
from 3,29,898 in June this
year. Among 22-25 years
of age, it fell from 3,73,843
to 3,60,188 during this
period.

It shows that India is
failing to provide formal
jobs to the people
between age group 15-
25, which are generally
fist time job seekers. For
the workforce above 26

and above the data shows
little improvement in
enrolment, which may
reflect the continuation of
the earlier enrolment in
the EPF.

The data pertaining to
establishments remitting
fist ECR in the moth
shows a figure of only
3140 in the country,
which was 5696 in May
2022. It shows that the
number of companies
providing fresh
employment to the
workforce has sharply
declined.

December data shows
that 3,83,673 members
exited from EPF while
8,02,250 were newly
enrolled. The number of
exited members who
rejoined and
resubscribed was
10,74,454. The Net
payroll members were
thus 14,93,031. These
data only show how little
number of workforce is
actually in formal jobs in
the county where
according to a 2020 data
90 crore (about 67 per
cent) people were in the
working age group of 15-
64 years.

Since September 2017,
the date from which the
numbers are tracked, the
number of new members
who joined and exited
were 1,20,625. The
number fo exited
members who rejoined
and resubscribed were
5,96,443. Thus, net new
EPF subscribers since
September 2017 were
only 12,78,068. This
shows the continued
volatility in the Indian

job market, especially in
the formal employment.

The data also shows
big state wise differences
in new enrolments. Tamil
Nadu enrolled highest
number of new
subscribers (1297) under
18. Five top performing
states in this or all other
categories were Tamil
Nadu, Maharashtra,
Gujarat, Haryana, and
Karnataka.

Worst performing
states in new enrolments
under 18-category
included Ladakh that
went into (-1) while
Arunachal Pradesh,
Manipur, Andaman
&Nicobar, Nagaland and
Mizoram had zero new
enrolments. Tripura had
10 and Jammu and
Kashmir had only nine
enrolments. These states
are lagging behind in
almost all age categories.

Export services,
textiles, trading-
c o m m e r c i a l
establishments, and
engineering products,
building and
construction sectors
were top new enroller
sectors in all age groups.

The EPFO data shows
formal employment at
very low level and that
too was declining.
Obviously, informal
jobs are on the rise. One
should also note that
unemployment rate in
the country in December
was as high as 8.3 per cent
as per only available data
by CMIE, while the
government data has not
yet been made  available
to the people.

India is failing to provide
formal jobs to the people  in age
group of 15-25, who are
generally first time job seekers.
For the workforce above 26, the
data shows little improvement
in enrolment, which may reflect
the continuation of the earlier
enrolment in the EPF.
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As a prelude to the discussion on the budget,
economic survey, and its problems, there
are some facts that should be brought to

light. It is an elucidated truth that the covid 19
pandemic tarnished the global economy as well as
the Indian economy. Even now the socio-economic
problems caused by the pandemic bleed out all over
the country. The economic survey 2023 mentions
covid and global slowdowns as the reason for the
problems persisting in certain areas. But the Union
government has cunningly hidden the fact that the
country’s economy was already falling even before
the pandemic.

A Budget for the Rich Alone
R Ajayan

Even in the context of
the Global Risk Report
and Financial Stability
Report by RBI which
analyses structural
problems and risks that
economies face, the
Indian budget did not
utter the words like
r e c e s s i o n ,
unemployment, and
inflation. The finance
minister Nirmala
Sitharaman presented a
budget that is an election
gimmick prior to the
upcoming elections and
is purposefully not
addressing the problem
of the common man.

The prime problem
with the budget is that it
has failed to address the
components of the
economy which was
sabotaged by the
pandemic. Every failure
in the economy is not an
isolated event as the
economy is always a
process. The events that
happen now will be
always related to past
events.  The budget has
seldom programs in
order to counter the
global economic crisis
which is predicted by
prominent economic
forums.

The current crisis
which prevails over
India is because of two

things; the decline in the
rate of consumption and
the neglect of the need for
capital formation.
Nirmala Sitharaman
observes this as a
problem created by the
pandemic. The
inequalities that were
widened by the Covid 19
are exhibited in two
ways. The corporates
which failed during the
pandemic recovered
swiftly. But the MSME
sector that was destroyed
and the increasing
unemployment still
curtails. According to
Sitharaman, the budget
is keeping forward two
things that make people
happy. One is
consumption and the
other is investments. For
the increase in the rate of
consumption, the
budget is aiming to
restructure tax slabs. To
increase investment
there will be focused
and facilitating on
capital expenditure.

The very two ideas of
the Indian budget are
against reality. In a
country, the deterring of
capital formation and
consumption are
reflections of the plight
of its citizen. Instead of
focusing on social
security programs and

policies, the government
is still holding to
austerity measures. The
restructuring of the tax
slab has a far-reaching
devastating effect. The
former slab had made
people tend to invest
their money in saving
schemes and insurance.
The new slab will lead to
a decline in savings
schemes in the public
sector and will comply
with the neo-liberal
agenda of the BJP.

The consumption rate
can only be increased if
there is money in the
hand of people. Money
will be there only if there
is capital formation and
social security. If the
government depends on
private investment and
the free market the
conditions will get more
complicated.

The proclaimed
“Amrit Kaal” is now
proven to be a paper
tiger. The “ achche din”
is only for the rich and
upper sections.

Let us analyze the
proclaimed huge
investment in rails and
roads in the budget.
Since helipads and
airports are the glamour
projects of the
government a good
amount of the budget is
allocated for this. Rs 10
lakh crore is allocated for
railway and roads, to be
precise Rs 2.6 lakh crore
is for railways. This is an
increase of 6% compared
to the allocation in the
previous budget. But this
allocation is not for
strengthening the

services or increasing the
railway catchments. It is
for renovating railway
stations and other allied
activities. Despite being
the prominent source of
revenue for the union
government, the railway
will only receive funds
for beautifying the outer
skin. This is a measure
aimed at the elections
that will be held in the
succeeding times.

The government is
acting blindfolded
towards the rising
unemployment. The
unemployment rate has
increased from 8% in
December 2022 to 8.33%
currently. Instead of
resolving this, the
government is abiding
by the utopian trickle-
down theory which
states that full focus on
investments by the rich
will ultimately lead to
employment and wealth
generation at the bottom
level.  The funds for
MGNERGA have been
reduced to Rs60,000
crore. There is a serial
decline in the funds
allotted to minority
affairs and food
subsidies. The funds for
the differently abled
were limited to 90 crores.
In the minority affairs, the
funds faced a reduction
of 38% compared to the
previous budget.

The IPCC report has
repeatedly said that
climate change will have
a devastating effect on
the flora and fauna of
Asian countries.  Not
only is the union budget
silent on this but also
pushing for establishing
a renewable energy
power grid in Ladakh

without considering the
ecological after-effects.
The demand for
including the people of
Ladakh in the sixth
schedule of the
constitution remains
neglected.

The government
claims that they are the
saviors and godfathers of
the middle class. They
claim that the
redemption from tax for
people who have an
annual income below 7
lakh is an example of
their love towards the
middle class.

But this claim does not
satisfy reality. As per the
statistics, 78% of the
national income goes to
the top 10% rich of this
country. In this 22% goes
to the top 1%, the most
elite. In the context of this
widened inequality, the
policy of government
provides seldom benefits
to the people. The claim
of the finance minister on
an increase in per capita
income is also debunked
in the context of this
inequality.

The government is
adding burden and
agony on the middle
class and lower class by
selling financial
institutions created by
them to the rich upper
class. Even after the
revelation of the
Hindenburg report on
Adani, the BJP-led
government is silent on
it and is carrying forward
its crony capitalist
policies in favour of the
giant corporates. The
budget is precisely a
product of right-wing
morbidity that arise from
the crony capitalist
politics of BJP.
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STUDY &
STRUGGLE

The communal right-wing fascist Union
government of RSS-BJP has already gone
against the higher education in India. Either

the government has made cuts in the number of
seats, or scrapped the MPhil, PhD courses and also
reduced the budget allocation meant for the higher
studies throughout the country’s universities and
colleges.

Union Govt Fails to Address the Core
Concerns of Higher Education Crisis

Already through the
National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020, the
government has
introduced CUET which
has affected
marginalised students.
The NEP has just started
c o m m u n a l i s i n g ,
commercialising and
privatising even the
school education system
in the country. The
Education Ministry’s
budget allocation this
year increased by a
marginal 8 per cent from
Rs 1.12 lakh crore as
opposed to 1.04 lakh
crore in 2022-23.

It would be more
viable to invest more
heavily on the
knowledge content of
higher education to
make the process of
learning efficient and
equitable rather than
solely deal with the
problem of accessibility.
University Grants
Commission (UGC) has
drafted new norms
to invite foreign
universities to open
campuses in India have
received a variegated
response so far. 

According to
the norms – titled ‘UGC
Regulations, 2023’ –
 announced by the
statutory body’s
chairperson, foreign
universities will now be
allowed to set up their
campuses in India;
decide their admission
process; fee structure and
will also be able to
“repatriate” funds to
their parent campuses.

T h e
measures appear consistent
with the broader aim of
the Nati onal Education
Policy (2020), which
allows for a so-called
flexible regulatory
environment to allow top
global universities to set
up base in India.

The reasons, it seems
for the UGC – and the
government – is to also
discourage Indian
students from going
abroad to study and seek
“quality education” in

India through the
support of foreign higher
education institution
(FHEIs) – while allowing
the latter to earn and
repatriate profits from
India to their home
campuses.

Arecent study observing
the Cross-Border
Education Research
Team (C-
BERT) database reveals
that as of 2020: There are
37 countries which have
“imported” FHEIs (306
campuses overall, not a
single FHEI is ranked
above 100 in the world
university ranking. So,
most of the top-end

institutions haven’t
taken the step to open
campuses elsewhere
(despite incentives given
to do so by governments).

If you want to build a
top-class university in
India, it will have to
integrate teaching and
research. This is a
financial black hole
requiring continual
support not derived
from fees alone. Any
private institution that is
for profit that seeks to
skim money off
education can never
build a world-class
university since a top-
class university requires
continual reinvestment.
Now, what kind of an
institution looks to
repatriate “surpluses?”

The same kind that in
India seeks profit.

The real issue here
relates to the fact that
with the abdication of the
government’s own social
responsibility to build
top-class universities/
higher education
institutions in India (for
reasons cited above) no
one, including rich
‘edupreneurs’ – engaged
in providing higher
education through
private financing and
promoting a “non-profit”
public-private model –
have successfully
developed ‘institutions

of excellence’ in India
over the last few decades.

India’s higher
education regulatory
landscape too has been
deeply unreliable. Many
so-called greenfield
projects announced
under the Institute of
Eminence (IOE) push by
the government failed to
gather any significant
attention. The UGC’s
own guidelines with
respect to admission,
faculty hiring and
promotion are hardly
consistent with
standards in the US or
other countries with top-
universities.

Faculty members face
a serious ‘time-
endowment’ crisis
across both public and

private institutions,
where the amount of
teaching and work-load
in administrative duties
leaves little time (or
resources) for ‘research’. 

Formulaic ranking
systems, for which
p r i v a t e - p u b l i c
institutions are
competing, have made
faculty-research less
concerned with needs of
actual innovation or
creative development in
serious scholarship, but
more aligned to an
existing industrial
interface of academic
publishing produced in
form of indexed-journals

in a publish-or-perish
culture. 

Most public
universities have failed
to even hire permanent
faculty for open-
positions across India
and resorted to ad-hoc
contractualization – as
evident in private
institutions – in hiring
faculty on short term
temporal (one semester),
exploitative contracts. 

Private universities,
in terms of regulatory
oversight, where
‘‘principle’’ guidelines of
the UGC (much like
international law) apply
but in practical terms, no
implementation of
guidelines is seen – and
the government does not
seem to care. 

The Union
governments’ indifferent
approach to higher
education has allowed
edupreneurs to
‘commodify’, ‘privatise’
and ‘franchise’ education
as make it a private
good. (The UGC) it
seems to have little
conception of what
combination of capital,
vision, and human
resources it takes to get
a high-end research
university going. More
structurally, the key
issues associated with
India’s domestic higher
education environment
are concerned with
structural problems of
‘equity’ and ‘efficiency’. 
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‘Sakhavu’ P Krishna Pillai lived only for 42 years,
yet his name is engraved in history as the first
Communist of Kerala. Sakhavu means ‘sathi’ or
comrade. He was born on August 10, 1906 in a sleepy
municipal town of Vaikom, situated on the banks
of Vambanad Kayal, the famous enchanting
backwaters of the princely state of Tranvancore.
The Vaikom temple is situated not far off. His father
Mayilezhuthu Mannampalli Narayana Pillai was
a village officer. Krishna Pillai’s mother was
Parvathi, and they had ten children, though only
four survived.

‘Sakhavu’ Krishna Pillai:

At the age 13, in
shattering events, his
mother died suddenly,
and father died the very
next year. The children
grew up under the
protection of their two
elder sisters, uncle
Narayan Pillai and the
husband of the eldest
sister Sankara Pillai.

Around 1919, Krishna
Pillai discontinued his
studies in the local
Malayalam school after
completing fourth class
(standard). He lived for
some time with his sister
Gouri Amma at
Alleppey, where he
worked in a coir factory.
He then spent some time
in Nagercoil, and then
wandered through
Tamilnadu for some
time. He even lived in the
jungles among the hill
tribe of Malayarayas in
eastern Travancore.

Krishna returned to
Vaikom in 1922. This was
the time of the post-War
depression, and agrarian
economy was facing the
brunt, leading to
depression and
destruction of many
middle landholdings.
The family of Krishna
Pillai also faced severe
crisis. The Maharaja of
Travancore announced
partition of joint family
holdings through Nair
Regulation Act of 1924-
25.

Krishna took over
management of his
‘tharvad’ (the
matriarchal joint family
house) from his brother-
in-law. He was now the
karanavar (head of the
tharvad). He began to
resort to many rebellious
acts, such as cutting his
hair in western style, as
Nair youth those days
sported long hair.

He opened a small tea
shop, then he worked as
an assistant in a cycle
repair shop, and later still
in a tea shop.

Learning Hindi
He began to study

Hindi in his spare time,
perhaps for a better job,
along with the fact that he
was fascinated by the
language. At this time,
Gandhiji was making his
presence felt in Kerala,
and propagation of
Hindi was a major plank
of the freedom struggle.
Krishna Pillai was a great
enthusiast for Hindi.

Vaikom
Satyagraha:
Entry into

politics
This was the time

when the impact of
Gandhiji’s teachings
were being felt in Kerala.
A struggle before the
Vaikom temple took
place, of which Krishna

was active observer, if
not participant.

Vaikom satyagraha
took place in 1924,
attracting country-wide
attention. Temples were
closed to the
downtrodden castes,
they  were not allowed
entry onto the roads
even.

I n d a t h u r u t h i l
Nambyathiri owned the
temple land of Vaikom;
even Lord Shiva was his
tenant! He used goondas
and armed henchmen to
crush the Gandhian
satygrahis. Gandhiji
asked in his paper Young
India: “Who is this
Indathuruthil?”

It was under the bold
leadership of Mahatma
Gandhi that the

satyagraha was started.
He visited Vaikom and
expressed his desire to
meet Indrathuruthil. To
this the latter replied:
Indathuruthil does not go
to meet even Lord Shiva;
let Gandhi come to me!
Later the house and
compound of
Indathuruthil became the
office of the Toddy
Tappers’ Union led by
CPI.

Satyagrahis were
badly beaten up by the
goondas and the police.
This was the first political
education for Krishna
Pillai.

Krishna Pillai was fed
up and left Vaikom after

three years in 1927. He
consented for the sale of
his property, which
fetched 2000 rupees,
which was divided
between brothers and
sister.

He suddenly left his
home village and
disappeared.

In Haridwar and
Elsewhere

Krishna Pillai was
suddenly discovered on
the steps of a temple
ghat in Haridwar
towards the end of 1927
by PK Nair and Kesavan
Nair, despite his
disguise. He had shaven
his head except for a
protruding tuft of hair,
and was in a clumsy loin

cloth, sporting the ‘sacred
thread’. Yet the two
a c q u a i n t a n c e s
recognised him and
came near. They asked
him as to why this
disguise? “To ensure free
boarding and lodging!”

Those two were
returning from Lahore
after completing
postgraduate course in
Hindi from DAV
College. Later they
became Hindi
pracharaks.

Krishna Pillai got
enrolled in Allahabad in
Sahitya Sammelan,
studying for two years.
He became a wholetime
pracharak in Kerala with
a wage of Rs 30 a month.

Among his most
favourite books was
Premchand’s Mahajani
Sabhyata (usurers’
culture). When the call
for salt satyagraha was
given by Gandhiji in
1930, Krishna Pillai
resigned from his hardly
one month old job and
joined the movement. He
boarded the train to
Calicut and enrolled
himself as a Congress
volunteer in the salt
satyagraha group to
Payyannur in January
1930.

In Salt
Satyagraha

Twenty eight
satyagrahis  marched
from Calicut to
Payyannur. The famous
Dandi march had started
on March 12, 1930. The
same day, the march from
Payyannur began, led by
Kelappan. There were
hundreds of applicants
but only 28 were
selected, one of them
being Krishna Pillai. He
had just resigned his job
in Poonathurai.

The satyagrahis
camped at the house of
the industrialist Samuel
Aaron. Krishna Pillai
took up cleaning work in
the camp. In the searing
heat of May, Krishna
Pillai led the jatha with
salt water pitchers on
their heads. Salt was
prepared and its packets
were sold in the nearby
market. He stood with
the Tricolor, while others
lit the fire and prepared
salt. Police swooped
down, lathis were
showered, heads broken,
bones cracked. Krishna
too took the blows. He
was blood splattered,
beaten, kicked. But he

 Biographies of
Communist
Leaders-82
Anil Rajimwale
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Kerala’s First Communist
would not leave the flag
even after falling on the
ground, having boots all
over his body. He did not
utter a cry. He was
dragged to the police
station and arrested.

In Cannanore Jail were
also interned
revolutionaries like RM
Sengupta, TN
Chakraborty and RC
Acharya. Jaidev Kapoor
and Kamalnath Tiwari
etc of Lahore Conspiracy
were also there. They all
influenced Krishna.

Krishna Pillai became
a household name, a
‘sakhavau’! In 1931, he
became the first non-
Namboothiri Brahmin
(he was a Nair) to ring the
bell of Guruvayoor
temple. He continued to
ring the bell even while
the Zamorin’s Nair
Guards rained lathi
blows.

In Congress, CSP
and TU

Becoming active in
Congress, Krishna Pillai
attended AICC meeting
in Bombay in 1934, along
with PK Balakrishnan
and Manjunatha Rao. A
meeting of Congress
Socialists was also held
there, which he
participated in; it was the
beginning of Congress
Socialist Party (CSP).

Krishna Pillai held a
class for young political
workers at Calicut beach
side. He met the workers
of the Communist
League secretly in
Trivandrum early in
1934 and simultaneously
u n d e r t o o k
responsibility of
building Congress
movement in the
Malabar. He also
organized several strikes

in the industrial areas of
K o z h i k o d e ,
Pappinisseri, Cannanore
among others and
toured Kasargod and
Chirakkal taluks. He
took part in powerful
kisan struggles
including in the jathas in
Baklam, Karakkattu etc.
He soon became a
prominent leader of
kisan and trade union
movements.

The first conference of
CSP in Kerala was held
in Calicut Town Hall in
1934, attended by
Kelappan, Krishna

Pillai, AKG, Sardar
Chandroth, Moyarath,
EMS etc. He along with
EMS organised units of
CSP all over Kerala.
Krishna Pillai became
secretary of CSP.

A ‘Labour
Brotherhood’ came into
being in 1935. The paper
‘Congress Socialist’ was
widely distributed.
Communist League
helped formation of
Youth Leagues, which
played a crucial role in
the anti-feudal struggles
in Travancore and
Cochin.

He also was also the
founder of the powerful
Handloom Weavers’
Union.

Earlier, Krishna was
associated briefly with
the underground
Anushilan Samiti. He
translated a portion of
Kropotkin’s ‘Conquest of
Bread’, and also Emile
Burns’ ‘What is
Socialism’.

There were massive
people’s actions in
Shertallai, Ambalapuzha
(Alleppey), Trivandrum

etc against feudal rule. It
was from a CID
operative, talking
directly with him, that
Krishna Pillai came to
know that “One
dangerous Krishna Pillai
from Malabar was there
in Alleppey…”

Krishna Pillai greatly
helped to increase
Congress membership
and brought it from 800
in 1930 to 70 000 in 1937-
38. He hoisted a red flag
at the All India Labour
Conference in Thrissur in
1937.

Formation of
Communist

Party in Kerala
Krishna Pillai’s

conversion to
Communism was
influenced by leaders
like SV Ghate, Mirajkar,
Batlivala, Sundarayya
etc, who came to Kerala
to organise CSP and CPI,
TU and other
movements.

Krishna Pillai led the
conversion of CSP unit
into Communist Party in
Kerala. A secret meeting
of about 90 prominent
activists of Kerala CSP
was held in Pinarayi,
near Tellicherry, on
October 13, 1939. They
included Krishna Pillai,
NE Balaram, AKG, EP
Gopalan, EMS, William
Snelex, Chandroth and
many others.

Krishna as CSP
secretary presented the
proposal of conversion
into CPI. It is for these and
other reasons like
forming CPI groups that
Krishna Pillai is credited
to be the ‘first
Communist of Kerala’.
The party was
announced on January
26, 1940. He was arrested
from his home village
Vaikom in December
1940, and was
transferred to Edalakudi
sub-jail in Kanyakumari
district.

Marriage
He met Thankamma in

1941-end in strange
circumstances. While in
jail, Krishna Pillai sought
the help of a guard to get
books in Hindi from a
girl passing by the jail
every day. He sent letters
in Hindi in the returned
books asking for news
and reading materials.

This went on for months.
She translated Krishna’s
messages in Hindi into
Malayalam for the
underground CPI. After
Krishna Pillai’s release,
they married simply in
July 1942.

Kayyur (1943)
and Punnapra-
Vayalar (1946)
Kayyur, in the

extreme north of Kerala,
some peasants clashed
with police in the last
week of March, 1941 in
tenant-landlord dispute.
Hundreds were arrested
and beaten up. Party
people were hunted
down. Next year, police
came for Krishna Pillai,
but he gave a slip. After
two years of court
proceedings, five poor
peasant boys were
charged with murder:
Appu, Aboobacker,
Kunjambu and
Chirukandam, and
hanged. Kerala erupted
in protests.

Another historic
movement with which
Krishna Pillai was
associated was the
famous Punnapra-
Vayalar, in the princely
state of Travancore,
whose Dewan was Sir CP
Ramaswami Iyer, a
shrewd and cruel ruler.
The unrest was caused
by the widespread food
shortages having roots in
the great Indian Famine
of 1943. CPI organised
hunger marches and
jathas in the affected
areas. The workers too
joined.

The movement set up
camps for arms training.
A general strike took
place on October 22,
1946. Comrades in the

On page 14
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Chikkadapally police
station.

On this occasion, V S
Bose, working
committee member,
AITUC, while
addressing  stated that
the Union government is
making every attempt to
see that Integrated Child
Development Scheme is
abolished. He has
demanded that the state
government should allot
at least Rs 5,000 crores to
this project.

S Balraj, state general

secretary, AITUC, while
addressing stated that
their services be
regularised, provident
fund and insurance
facility be given. Equal
wages be paid for equal
work as per several court
judgments. They should
be paid on par with
government employees.
Gratuity must be given at
the rate of Rs10 lakhs.

Prem Pavani,
honourary president,
Saieeashwari, president,
N a n d o o r i
Karunakumari, general
s e c r e t a r y ,

Demand Salaries ...

Seethamahalakshmi,
deputy general
secretary, Telangana
state Teachers and
Helpers Association,
affiliated to AITUC,

while addressing
demanded that pending
bills like TAs, DAs,
house rents, gas bills, etc,
must be cleared
i m m e d i a t e l y .
Additional burdens
imposed on them need to
be removed. Nutritious
food, cereals, oil also
must be released. In the
programme, Narati
Prasad, Tekumalla
Sammaiah, Vilas, Palla
Devender Reddy state
secretaries of  AITUC
also participated.

Leaders of
Association, Pyarijohn,
Aruna, Lalitha,
Chandrakala, Krishna
Kumari, Swapna,

From Back Page

Bhagyalaxmi, Rajitha,
Bhookya Srinivas,
Padmakumari, Sumathi,
Mallikarjun, etc, led the
demonstration and got
arrested.

Meanwhile Mohd
Yousuf, S Balraj, state
president and general
secretary of AITUC,
Prem Pavani and
Nanduri Karuna
Kumari  honourary
president, and general
secretary, of state
Anganwadi Teachers
and Helpers Association
have demanded to
release all the arrested
leaders in various
corners  of the state.
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T he following is the text of speech delivered
by Communist Party of India national
council secretary Pallab Sengupta on

February 16 greeting the 11th Party Congress of the
Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist)
Liberation held in Patna:

Need for Broadest Coalition to Defeat Reaction

    On behalf of my
party, the Communist
Party of India, I extend
warmest fraternal
greetings and solidarity
to the 11th Party Congress
of the Communist Party
of India (Marxist-
Leninist) Liberation. I
convey my gratitude for
inviting me to the
inaugural session on
behalf of the CPI and
extend my greetings to
leaders of other left
parties, fraternal
delegates, activists,
intellectuals and friends
present here for the
occasion.

Friends, we are
meeting for the CPI
(ML)-Liberation Party
Congress in the historic
land of Bihar which was
home to some of the
most ancient institutes
of higher learning and
s i g n i f i c a n t l y
contributed to the
progressive streams of
the Indian thought
traditions. In modern
times too, Bihar and its
people occupy a unique
place politically and
intellectually. This land
is witness to the
sacrifices and hard work
of Communist stalwarts
like Sahajanand
Saraswati, Karyanand
Sharma, Sunil
Mukherjee, Chaturanan
Mishra, Bhogendra Jha,
Ganesh Shankar
Vidyarthi and Vinod
Mishra. It was and
remains the Red Flag

which gave leadership,
inspiration and hopes to
major struggles against
landlordism, casteism
and patriarchy. I present
my red salute to the
martyrs of the
communist cause
standing in this land rich
with the blood and sweat
of our comrades.

Your Congress
assumes serious
significance as it is taking
place in a period of
crucial importance in the
world history. We are
grappled with an
unprecedented urgency
to address the
imperative issues that
confront humanity
today. International
socio, political and
economic arena is
intensely charged with
the surging capitalist
greed for profit and the
imperialist lust for power
and dominance.
Fascism, the tool of
imperialism is surging
again and trying to find
its deep roots. Global
peace is in peril.
Principles of social
justice are in jeopardy.
National sovereignties
are eroded and
threatened in the process
of the capitalist
i n t e g r a t i o n .
E n v i r o n m e n t a l
degradation has
assumed dangerously
devastating dimension.
The world is at the
dangerous cross roads.

In this global context

holding of the 11th

Congress of CPI(ML)
Liberation assumes
significant importance in
the political life of India.

Your Congress is
taking place in a very
crucial period in India’s
history. For almost nine
years, our Secular
Socialist Democratic
Republic is under a siege
by forces who stand
opposed to everything
our freedom movement
and Constitution aspired
for. Legislative bodies
like the Parliament are
becoming obsolete and
j u d i c i a r y ’ s
independence is under
threat. Secular
credentials of the
Republic stand tarnished
with saffron
majoritarianism and
whole atmosphere reeks
of hate and intolerance.
However, rise of this
illiberal, divisive order
is not going
unchallenged and all
sections of the society
have come out on streets
to oppose the designs of
the RSS-BJP.

The rise of right-wing
authoritarianism is a
phenomenon observed
globally after the
financial meltdown of
2008-09.These forces or
right and far-right are
creating conflicts and
dividing people on the
basis of nationalities,
religion, caste and races.

Dear comrades, in our
country, the Modi
government is
aggressively pushing for
the Amrit Kal narrative
in the 75th anniversary of
our independence.
However, even after this

long period, poverty and
extreme inequality
continue in our country.
Under Narendra Modi’s
watch, country has
slipped on all
development indicators
in the last nine years. The
Covid-19 crisis has
completely exposed the
short-comings of the neo-
liberal growth model
and millions perished.
On the other hand, those
who ask for
accountability are
regularly targeted and
intimidated through
draconian laws and by
abusing the mandate of
Income Tax Department,
CBI and ED.

Anti-people measures
taken by the Union
government are many.
People of the country are
reeling under inflation,
but the government is
busy making their

friends amass wealth.
The New Education
Policy is threatening the
public education system
of the country but the
government is inviting
foreign campuses for the
rich. Public sector has
become the victim of
cronyism defeating the
ideas of self-sufficiency
and social justice. The
very name of Adani has
become synonymous
with crony capitalism.
The idea of an egalitarian
India is being
demolished brick by
brick by the RSS-BJP.

RSS controlled
government is openly
discriminating with
minorities and
systematically breeding
hatred for them. Attacks
on Dalits have reached
manifold under the rule
of Manuwadi RSS.

CPI National Council Secretary Pallab Sengupta
greeting CPI(ML)-Liberation 11th Congress

On page 12
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Tribals of the country are
being denied their rights
under the V Schedule
and PESA. Women are
being told to confine to
the household following
the patriarchal mindset
of the RSS. Issues relating
to all sections of the
society are being
aggravated by the RSS
and their social design is
attempting to take the
country hundreds of
years back. Their war
with the past is going on
with great rigour as to
undo the inclusive
character of the freedom
movement and redefine

From Page 11 Indian nationhood.
Dear comrades, I have

gone through your Draft
Political resolution and
completely agree with
your assessments about
the present ruling
dispensation. But now
the question is how to
replace these communal
fascist forces from power
and save our secular
democratic polity.

Of course last few
years’ understanding
among the Left parties
are getting strengthened
and organised many
activities but that is not
enough. We have to go
beyond that to oust RSS-

BJP combine from
power.

The recently held the
24th Party Congress of CPI
held in Vijayawada
discussed this important
issue and came to a
conclusion that “…in this
context it is an urgent
need to build a broadest
coalition of all secular,
democratic and left
forces to rally together
for developing a secular
democratic alternative to
BJP rule, both at the
Centre and in the states.

To realize this goal,
the rallying and
cohesion of the left forces
and the expansion of

militant mass actions are
of decisive importance
for bringing democratic,
secular and patriotic
forces around such
alternative to defeat the
plans of communal
fascistic forces in their
attempts at penetrating
the society with their
poisonous agenda and
continuation in power.”

In this context we do
believe that the question
of Communist unity and
ultimately the
reunification of
communist movement in
India on a principled
basis is the demand of
the time for building a

participants and AIKS
district president K K
Rajendrababu proposed
the vote of thanks. A
rousing reception was
given to southern region
jatha captain V
Chamunni, vice-captain
A P Jayan, director
Mathew Varghese, jatha
members Advocate
Joykutty Jose, E
Dasappan, R Chandrika
and Northern region
captain J Venugoplan

Nair vice-captain A
Pradeepan, director K V
Vasanthakumar, jatha
members T K Rajan, B
Kunhikrishnan, Deepa S
Nair.

AIKS national
secretary Satyan Mokeri,
AITUC state general
secretary K P Rajendran,
CPI Thrissur district
secretary K K Valsaraj,
CPI state executive
member C N Jayadevan,
district assistant
secretary T R

Rameshkumar, district
treasurer T K Sudhish,
CPI state council
members K P Sandeep,
Sheila Vijayakumar,
R a k e s h
K a n i y a m p a r a m b i l ,
Kerala NFIW district
president Sheena,
secretary M Swarnalatha,
Yuvakala Sahiti state
general secretary EM
Satheesan, K S Jya, T
Pradeep Kumar,
Advocate K B Suresh,
AIYF district secretary

From First Page Prasad, president Binoy
Basheer, AISF district K
A Akhilesh, president
Arjun Muraleedharan
took part in the
concluding session.

The AIKS leaders
pointed out that the
present government at
the Centre had promised
to double the income of
the farmers. But the
farmers in the country
have now lost even their
meagre income. Prices of
agriculture products

have come down
drastically. Even though
23 crops were listed for
support price, except
four or five crops, no
other crops are getting
support price. That
means not even 10 per
cent of the farmers are
getting support price.
When the prices of the
crops are going down,
the farming essentials
like fertilizers and
electricity charges are
getting costlier.

They added that even
large scale farmers
having 25 acres of land
are finding it difficult to
survive. There is no
water, no seed, no
fertilizer and no
machinery. The worst is
that during the period
between crops, the prices
of fertilizers and the
farming instruments are
hiked by 23 to 30 per cent,
while the prices of the
products in the sector are
drastically declining.
There is no way left for the
farmers to increase their
income.

Unite to Fight Centre’s Anti-Farmer ...

A view of the participants

Need for Broadest Coalition to Defeat ... strong and independent
pillar of the Left in Indian
polity.

Comrades and
friends, I am certain that
the 11th Congress of the
CPI (ML) Liberation will
strengthen the
organization and will
contribute to the cause of
unity of left and secular-
democratic forces. With
these words, I wish the
11th Party Congress of the
CPI (ML) Liberation all
success.

Lal Salaam!

Long Live

Marxism-Leninism!

Long Live

Left Unity!
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Diary of
International

Events
C. Adhikesavan

F ears of dictatorship sparks massive protests
 in Israel. The recent movement by the right-
 wing ruling government unveils to weaken

Supreme Court and democracy. This is being done
by the government in that country’s history forging
ahead with changes in judicial laws despite the
strong resistance and opposition.  Similar attempts
are made by the right-wing and communal RSS-
BJP government in India.

Mass Protests as Israel Unveils
Laws against Democracy

Thousands of Israelis
are protesting against the
government’s plan to
pass a judicial reform
bill that they say
threatens democracy.
Demonstrators from
across Israel descended
on Jerusalem to rally near
the Knesset for a second
straight week ahead of
the first reading of the
legislation to change the
way judges are
appointed.

Critics are of the
opinion that the
proposed changes will
upend the country’s
system of checks and
balances and concentrate
power in the hands of the
prime minister,
Benjamin Netanyahu,
who is on trial
on corruption charges,
has a conflict of interest.
Protesters accuse the
government of a power
grab, and weekly
protests in Tel Aviv.

The government – the
most right-wing in Israel’s
history – is forging ahead
with the plan despite the
u n p r e c e d e n t e d
d e m o n s t r a t i o n s ,
warnings from military
and business leaders,
and calls for restraint by
the United States. This
isn’t a small change to a
piece of legislation. It’s a
complete judicial
overhaul to dramatically
weaken the court system
in Israel, whose role is to

be a check and balance on
the government.

This government will
have absolute power if
the proposed legislation
comes into force. The bill
would give elected
representatives more
control of the judicial
system by giving the
government a de facto
majority in the process to
nominate judges.

Currently, jurists are
chosen by a panel
overseen by the justice
minister. It includes
judges, lawmakers and
lawyers representing the
Israeli Bar Association.

Under the
government proposals,
the association’s
members would be
removed and two
“members of the public”
would be named by the
justice minister’s office
instead. Sitting judges
would still be on the
panel as would another
Israeli minister. The
sweeping judicial reform

programme is a
cornerstone of
N e t a n y a h u ’ s
administration, an
alliance of ultra-
Orthodox and far-right
parties that took office in
December.

A bill to prevent
judges from ruling
against the so-called
Basic Laws, Israel’s
quasi-constitution, is
also on the parliamentary
agenda. The standoff has
plunged Israel into one
of its greatest domestic
crises, sharpening a
divide between Israelis
over the character of their
state and the values they
believe should guide it.
The plan has even

sparked rare warnings
from the US, Israel’s chief
international ally.

While Israel has long
boasted of its democratic
credentials, critics say
that claim is tainted by
the country’s West Bank
occupation and
the treatment of its
Palestinian minority.

Israel’s Palestinian
citizens, who may have
the most to lose in the
legal overhaul, have
largely sat out the
protests, in part because
of discrimination they
suffer at home and
because of Israel’s 55-

year military occupation
over their brethren in the
West Bank.

Jewish settlers in the
occupied West Bank can
vote in Israeli elections
and are generally
protected by Israeli laws
while Palestinians in the
same territory are subject
to military rule and
cannot vote.

Biggest Strikes
for collective
bargaining in

Germany
NATO countries are

including Germany is
encouraging Ukraine-
Russia war by supplying
arms to Ukraine against

Russia, but it has ignored
their own economic crisis
in their own country.
Flights are being
cancelled affecting lakhs
of passengers in
Germany due to
workers’ strike.
Collective bargaining
strikes of public sector
employees, as well as
ground staff and flight
control at seven German
airports, have brought
air traffic in the country
to a virtual standstill.
There is still a
catastrophic labour
shortage among ground
handling workers —

travellers clearly felt that
last summer. The
workers are demanding
some attractive wage
increase.

Staff shortages caused
by job cuts during the
pandemic and various
strike actions affected
Europe’s entire aviation
industry last summer
and led to an
international travel chaos
with thousands of
cancellations. The 2023
will pose the biggest
challenge in terms of
coping with capacity
issues and keeping
delays down that the
network has faced in over
a decade.

Another economic
crisis is in the field of
education. Due to its
aging population, this
European country is also
lacking skilled workers
in other areas, according
to a study published by
the German Economic
Institute. Germany’s
education system is
facing the “biggest
shortage of teachers in 50
years” as a result of
education policy
failures. The problem is
largely “self-made”, the
number of new teachers
has been continually
declining in recent
decades.

There are currently
12,000 vacant teaching
positions in Germany,
according to a survey
among the state
ministries of education
and cultural affairs.
According to the
teachers’ association, the
figure could be as high as
40,000. At many schools,
lessons have been
cancelled in advance due
to the shortage of
teachers, leading to
significant under-
reporting.
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camps moved towards
the police, demanding
closing down of the
camps. Police
surrounded and martial
law was imposed.
Military tried to enter
unsuccessfully on the
26th. But police and
military regrouped and
attacked people’s camp
stealthily. Firing went on
whole day, with police
s h o o t i n g
indiscriminately, and
hundreds fell, with
blood everywhere.
Krishna Pillai played a
leading role.

The movement led to

the downfall of Sir CP.

Freedom
Krishna Pillai

welcomed India’s
freedom with great
enthusiasm. He unfurled
the Tricolour on the party
office, squeezing
through dense crowd.

BTR Period
BTR line did much

damage to party in
Kerala, where Krishna
Pillai was in the
leadership. The 2nd

congress (1948) elected a
new CC with P Krishna
Pillai, EMS and KC
George as members from
Kerala. But Krishna did
not go well with the new
line. He did not attend
the Congress. An
underground party

centre was set up with
Krishna Pillai, KC
George and NC Sekhar as
members. In Trivandrum
and other jails, several
precious lives were lost
due to ultra-adventurist
actions. The editorial in
Cominform journal the
‘LPPD’ (1950) sobered
the leadership
considerably.

Tragic End
Krishna Pillai was

going to attend an
emergency meeting of
the underground party
committee in Alwaye,
with NC Sekhar and KC
George. Krishna Pillai
stayed in the hut of
Chel l ikandathunkal

Nanappan in Kannarkat
(Muhamma) for a week.
His UG name was
Raman. He was to shift
elsewhere next day,
which was postponed,
most unfortunately.

Around half past nine,
Krishna Pillai was
writing his report,
relaxing on a mat.
Nanappan’s old mother
was at home. Suddenly,
he called her loudly.
“What happened?” she
asked. He was pressing
his left hand. “Nothing;
a snake bit my hand.”
Shocked beyond words,
she took initial measures
and called those she
could. He took the report

‘Sakhavu’ Krishna Pillai...
From Centre Page from the floor. It had

begun by saying: “There
is criticism, but no self-
criticism…” He then
wrote the last words after
the snake-bite with
trembling hands:
“Darkness is enveloping
my eyes. My body is
weakening. I know what
will happen. Comrades,
forwards! Salutations!!”
The pen fell to the
ground, and Krishna
Pillai in the lap of CK
Madhavan, never to get
up again. He died within
half an hour.

That was August 19,
1948.
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– Compiled by C. Adhikesavan

On this day of February 21, 1848, the
Communist Manifesto, by Karl Marx and
Friedrich Engels was published.
Translated into over 200 languages, and
widely read by workers across the world,
it remains one of the most influential texts
ever written. Its chapter 1 begins with a note
on history: “The history of all hitherto
existing society is the history of class
struggles. “Freeman and slave, patrician
and plebeian, lord and serf, guild-master
and journeyman, in a word, oppressor and
oppressed, stood in constant opposition
to one another, carried on an uninterrupted,
now hidden, now open fight, a fight that
each time ended, either in a revolutionary
reconstitution of society at large, or in the
common ruin of the contending classes.
“The modern bourgeois [capitalist] society
that has sprouted from the ruins of feudal
society has not done away with class
antagonisms. It has but established new
classes, new conditions of oppression, new
forms of struggle in place of the old ones.”
– Morning Star, February 21.

***
The International Monetary Fund (IMF)

has urged Pakistan to protect the poor and
impose more taxes on the wealthy as the
South Asian nation seeks to unlock funds
from the global lender to keep its economy
afloat.

Speaking over the weekend with German
broadcaster Deutsche Welle on the sidelines
of the Munich Security Conference, IMF
Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva
said: “What we are asking for are steps
Pakistan needs to take to be able to function
as a country and not to get into a dangerous
place where its debt needs to be
restructured.”

Acknowledging last year’s devastating
floods, which left more than one-third of
Pakistan inundated and caused damage

estimated at more than 30bn dollar, the IMF
chief said it wants Pakistan to protect its
poor. – The Times of India, February 20.

***
Forbes is out with a major article

evidencing hidden Adani promoter
pledges: A private Vinod Adani-controlled
Singaporean entity pledged Adani
promoter stakes for 240 million dollar in
loans from a Russian bank. Zero disclosure

of these pledges to Indian exchanges.
Truth comes out in dribbles and the PM
maintains an eerie silence; the finance
minister, off course vouches for the
expertise and efficiency of the capital
market regulators. Tragedy, is an
understatement! — @HindenburgRes,
February 19.

***
A team of Israeli contractors who claim

to have manipulated more than 30
elections around the world using hacking,
sabotage and automated disinformation
on social media has been exposed in a
new investigation.

The unit is run by Tal Hanan, a 50-year-
old former Israeli special forces operative
who now works privately using the
pseudonym “Jorge”, and appears to have
been working under the radar in elections
in various countries for more than two
decades.

He is being unmasked by an
international consortium of journalists.
Hanan and his unit, which uses the
codename “Team Jorge”, have been
exposed by undercover footage and
documents leaked to the Guardian.

Hanan did not respond to detailed
questions about Team Jorge’s activities
and methods but said: “I deny any
wrongdoing.” – The Guardian, February
15.

In every district in
Mahrashtra state,
marches and
demonstrations were
organised on February
20, 2023 to demand that
state government must
act and arrest the killers
of Com Govind Pansare.

It was on February 15,
2015 that Com Pansare
and his wife Com Uma
Pansare were targeted
and shot by assailants
near their house. Com
Pansare died due to
bullet injuries on
February 20 in a Mumbai
hospital.

So far police have

Massive Marches in Maharashtra
People Demand Arrest of Com Pansare Killers

Dr B K Kango failed to nab the culprits
and punish them.
Maharashtra state unit of
the Communist Party of
India had given a state
wide call to protest under
the slogan of “Jawab do
“ and to demand that
state must act to arrest
and punish the
perpetrators of this
murder!

Demonstrations were
held all over the state
along with left and
p r o g r e s s i v e
organisations. A massive
march was held at
Kolhapur, led by Dr B K
K a n g o ,  m e m b e r ,
national secretariat of
CPI, Subhash Lande,
state secretary of CPI,

Satish Kamble, district
secretary of Kolhapur
unit of CPI, along with
Uday Narkar, state
secretary of CPI(M),
Megha Pansare and

veteran leader Dileep
Pawar along with others.
Women from various
mass organisations were
present in large
numbers.

Similar marches were
organised at
Mumbai, Ahmadnagar,
Nagpur, Akola,
Amravati among many
others.
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Telangana Mid-day Meal Workers Hold March to Assembly

Demand Salaries on Par with Govt Employees

The mid-day meal workers from all over
Telangana demanding ‘No honorarium but
salary on par with government employees’

marched towards the assembly. The Chalo assembly
programme was held in response to the call given
by Mid-day Meal Workers Union affiliated to
AITUC.

The mid-day meal
workers who have come
from all over the
state gathered at AITUC
state head quarters at
Satyanarayana Reddy
Bhavan in  Himayatnagar
of Hyderabad on
February 8, 2023. As they
were marching towards
the assembly, police
already posted nearby
pounced on the
marchers, dragged them
along the road and threw
them mercilessly into
police vans.

On this occasion, V S
Bose, national executive
member of AITUC, Mohd
Yousuf and S Balraj state
president and general
secretary of state AITUC,
D Kamala Reddy, Prem
Pavani, Jampala
Ravinder, Poosala

Ramesh, Honourary
president, president,
general secretary and
working president
respectively while
addressing stated that
mid-day meal workers
are feeding the future
citizens of the country.
But the workers are
starving in their
respective homes.

The leaders alleged
that the mid-day meal
workers are being totally
exploited. Still they are
working sincerely by
cleaning surroundings,
utensils, cooking the
food and serving the
student community.
Even they are not
allowed to hold peaceful
dharna at Dharna Chowk
which is meant for it by
the government. Though

most of them are nearing
their retirement age, they
are still getting only a
meagre salary of Rs 3,000
per month. In the
beginning they were
getting Rs 1,000 per
month and subsequently
it was raised to Rs 2,000.

Despite the meagre
salaries they get, they are
working for eight hours
a day. They are not being
paid even minimum
wages stipulated by the
government. Hence they
demanded that their
services must be
regularised and they
should be paid on par
with the government
employees. In many
centres even this meagre
amount is not being
regularly paid. The
workers also demanded
Provident Fund and ESI
facilities along with free
supply of uniforms, Rs
300 per day as salary to
be paid for 12 months
instead of honorarium.

Pointing out the

government is paying Rs
5.45 as mess charges for
a primary school
student, Rs 8.17 for an
upper primary school
student and Rs 10.67 for
9th and 10th class students
which includes egg are
being paid. The Mid-day
meal workers demanded
that the government
should pay Rs 25 to each
student as mess charges
irrespective of the class.
As prices of gas cylinders
and eggs are
continuously increasing
exorbitantly, those
things must be supplied
by the government along
with immediate clearing
of all pending bills. The
union warned the
government that if the
above demands are not
met within a short
period, it will intensify
the agitation. 

Vujjini Ratnakar Rao,
senior leader of AITUC,
Waliullah Quadri, state
president of AIYF, Seetha
Mahalaxmi, state leader
of Working Women’s
Forum, Sattenspalli
Vijayalaxmi, deputy
general secretary, Adi
Rangareddy, treasurer,
Korimi Suguna, Kuntala
Ramulu, Chennavena
Dasharatha, Dandu
Laxman, vice presidents,
Bantu Rajeshwari, Boini
Prasad, Dharmula
Ramamurthy, Bojja
Sailu, Polappolu
Venkatesh and Mumtaz

secretaries along with
others participated in the
programme.

Anganwadi
Workers’ March

Anganwadi workers
and helpers from 30
districts of Telangana
state gathered at
Satyanarayana Reddy
Bhavan, the state
headquarters of AITUC
at Himayatnagar in
Hyderabad recently in
order to proceed for
‘Chalo Assembly’
programme. But state
government did not give
permission either for
‘Chalo Assembly’ or
dharna at Indira park.
The place is designated
as Dharna Chowk by state
government. Huge
number of police force
was deployed since
early hours at AITUC
office under the
supervision of
Poornachander Rao,
assistant commissioner
of police.

The Anganwadi
workers were
d e m a n d i n g
regularisation of
services. Though
Anganwadi teachers and
helpers were working for
the last forty years, there
is no job guarantee for
them. Police started
arrested them as they
were proceeding to the
assembly. Women were
dragged into police vans
through streets of
Himayatnagar. All the
arrested were shifted to

Ram Narasimha Rao

On page 10
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