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As BinoyViswam,
national  secretary and
MP from the Communist
Party of India along with
the CPI(M) and other
opposition leaders were
stopped near Vijay
Chowk in Lutyens’ Delhi
by police, it was
announced over
loudspeakers that CrPC
Section 144 was in effect
in the area.

The Opposition
leaders were demanding
a joint parliamentary
committee probe into the
allegations of fraud
against the Adani group.

It was a peaceful march
by the opposition MPs
towards the office of the
Enforcement Directorate
on March 15, 2023. Soon
the march was stopped
by multi-layered
barricades. There was a
massive deployment of
police and paramilitary
forces also. It was a
scenario that
demonstrated to the
entire world that left not
a shade of doubt about
the force employed by
Modi government
crushing the Freedom of

Police, Paramilitary Forces Deployed to Crush Protest

Opposition March to ED Over Adani Row

Expression. It was
distortion of democracy
as the MPs raised the
slogans in protest asking
if the freedom to register
a complaint had been
abolished. There were
2,000 policemen to block
200 MPs walking
peacefully to the ED
office.

MPs from 16 parties
freely gave voice to their
frustration, alleging that
Prime Minister Modi
showed zero tolerance
when questions were
raised against him and
his friends. They said the
massive resistance
mounted against the
Opposition campaign,

the denial of
investigations into the
Adani affairs and the
counter-offensive by the
ruling party were
designed to protect one
businessman.Was it not
a mockery of democracy,
asked those witnessing
the scene. With frequent
crackdown on MPs,
being blocked on the
roads or their speeches
expunged in Parliament,
India’s democracy
stands defamed.

As the MPs tried to
proceed in a group of
four as Section 144 was in
place, the police said the
ED director did not want
to meet the leaders. The

Opposition leaders then
mailed the letter to ED
director Sanjay Mishra,
who has been given
multiple extensions by
the Modi government.
The letter was signed by
16 parties with CPI,
CPI(M), Samajwadi
Party, BRS and the AAP,
though not the Trinamul
Congress.

The letter said: “Over
the last three months,
several crucial pieces of
evidence have been made
available against the
Adani Group in the
public domain. Yet, the
Enforcement Directorate,
which claims to pursue
such cases with vigour
and fairness, has yet to
launch even a
preliminary enquiry into
these very serious
charges. As a result, we
are constrained to file this
official complaint so that
the ED is compelled to
investigate a relationship
that has serious
implications not just for
our economy but most
importantly, our
democracy.”

It added: “This case

involves serious and far-
reaching charges of
corporate fraud, political
corruption, stock-price
manipulation through
fraudulent  means, and
the misuse/
monopolisation of
public resources to
benefit a single
corporate group.”
Summarising the main
facts, the  letter said: “The
Adani Group companies
are accused of having
established a network of
offshore shell companies
and offshore funds
controlled by parties
related to the Adani
Group for the purposes
of artificially inflating
stock valuations; and to
give a distorted picture
with regard to the group
companies’ financial
health.

Data available in the
public domain actively
lists 38 Mauritius shell
entities controlled by the
Adani group through
Vinod Adani (Gautam
Adani’s brother) or close
associates; as well as
other entities in Cyprus,

Police tries blocking Opposition MPs march to ED office

Opposition MPs briefing the press On Page 02
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The world was shocked as the news
came that both Silicon Valley Bank and
Signature Bank collapsed in a series. The
explanation had been that it was only
traditional bank runs. It was also added
that in an unexpected turn, depositors
were there to withdrawtheir funds from
the bank, all at once, and at the same
time.The reality was that the collapse of
SVB and Signature bank was among the
darkest events in USbanking history since
the great crash in 2008.

According to reports, in the phase of
near-zero interest rates, SVB invested
billions of dollars on US government
bonds. It was considered to be a safe
investment, but soon it was realised that
to combat inflation, the Federal Reserve
aggressively raised the interest rates.
Here was the danger emerging in its full
form as the SVB bond prices were soon
on decline as the interest rates kept rising.
The rise in rate started eating up into the
value of SVB’s bond holdings. Reuters
said that the portfolio was yielding an
average of 1.79 per cent last week, well
below the 10-year Treasury yield.

It was also the time when the Federal
Reserve’s rate hikes resulted in the going
up of the borrowing costs, forcing tech
businesses to devote more funds to debt
repayment. At the same time, they were
having difficulty raising new venture
capital money. Companies were forced
to use SVB deposits to fund operations
and growth, said the report.

While SVB’s issues may be traced back
to prior investment mistakes, the bank’s
run was precipitated on March 1, 2023
when the lender disclosed that it had sold
a slew of securities at a loss and would
sell 2.25 billion dollar in new shares to
plug a hole in its finances. Horrified, the
depositors started withdrawing huge
money.

Bank Collapse
The bank’s stock fell to 60 percent on

March 2. The investors apprehended that
a repetition of the global financial
catastrophe that had taken place a decade
and a half ago was at hand since there was
a dragging down of bank shares.

According to available reports, trading
in SVB shares had ceased by March 3. The
bank was crumbling and was not able to
raise funds or find a buyer. At this moment,
California regulators took the charge,
closing the bank and placing it in
receivership under the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation, which normally
entails liquidating the bank’s assets to
repay depositors and creditors.

Here comes the issue of liquidity.
Liquidity is the risk when the bank loses

all its strength to be able to meet its
obligations without incurring losses.

Bank was helplessly watching customers
withdrawing their deposits beyond what
it could pay using its cash reserves, and so
to help meet its obligations the bank
decided to sell 21 billion dollar of its
securities portfolio at a loss of 1.8 billion
dollar. The decline caused by the drain on
equity capital led the lender to try to raise
over 2 billion dollar in new capital.

SVB’s customers were shocked at the call
to raise equity and lost all confidence they
had in the bank. They started withdrawing
cash. In fact when the bank comes down to
this stage, any functioning bank can go
bankrupt, especially in these digital times.

In part this is because many of SVB’s
customers had deposits well above the

250,000 dollar insured by the Federal
Deposit Insurance Corp. It was not
unknown to the depositors that the bank
could fail and the deposits might not be
safe. Roughly 88 percent of SVB’s
customers were uninsured, the report
said.

The other bank, which was Signature,
faced a similar problem, as SVB’s collapse
prompted many of its customers to
withdraw their deposits out of a similar
concern over liquidity risk. About 90
percent of its deposits were uninsured.

According to a report from The
Conversation, all banks face interest rate
risk today on some of their holdings
because of the Fed’s rate-hiking
campaign. This has resulted in 620 billion
dollar in unrealized losses on bank
balance sheets as of December 2022. But
most banks are unlikely to have
significant liquidity risk.

While SVB and Signature were
complying with regulatory requirements,
the composition of their assets was not
in line with industry averages. Signature
had just over five percent of its assets in
cash and SVB had sevenpercent,
compared with the industry average of
13percent. In addition, SVB’s 55percent
of assets in fixed-income securities
compares with the industry average of
24percent.

With over one trillion dollar of bank
deposits currently uninsured, The
Conversationreport says that the end of
crisis in banks are not to be resolved in
near future.

Moody report says that the collapse of
two private banks in the US might lead
to the tightening of liquidity in debt
markets globally as investors are getting
wary. Meanwhile there is no guarantee
that the impact will be limited to only these
two. The ripples may reach world over,
hence the caution.

EditorialEditorialEditorialEditorialEditorial

the UAE, Singapore, and
several Caribbean
Islands.”

The letter added:
“What makes matters
worse and establishes a
clear causal link
between these offshore
entities and Adani’s
Indian companies, is that
Gautam Adani’s brother
Vinod Adani, along with

From Front Page his associates, is alleged
to be the person crucial
to setting up these
networks. The detailed
nature of transactions
which reveal such a link
is now available in the
public domain. These
actions are also patently
illegal since they violate
the basic rule that at least
25% of free float be held
by non-promoter

entities.”
The Opposition

parties pointed out that
the Adani group
companies had lent
significant amounts of
money to the firm
AdiCorp, whose
financials did not
support the lending of
such a large sum. They
alleged that AdiCorp
then funnelled the vast

majority of the loaned
amount to Adani Power.
This transaction alone
merits serious scrutiny
and explicit details of the
deal are available in the
public domain, the
Opposition said.

“This is just one select
example to highlight the
brazenness with which
the group in question
operates. We have
several such examples,
all taken from data
available in the public
domain, that we can

share with the ED in case
it finds itself unable to do
so,” the letter said.

The Opposition
parties mentioned the
seizure of 3,000kg of
drugs from the Adani-
owned Mundra Port in
Gujarat and improper
political influence to
obtain concessions and
contracts from
governments and
regulated entities, but
which has been
answered by the Modi
government.

Opposition March to ED...
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Fascistic Violence Grips Tripura
CPI Condemns Post Poll Brutal Attacks by BJP

CPI Central Secretariat released the following statement on March
11, 2023 condemning post poll violence by BJP in Tripura:

The Communist Party of India strongly condemns the
post pollviolence by Bhartiya Janta party (BJP) in Tripura
and attacks onleaders,workers and supporters of the left
parties. To assess its effects, a delegation inclusive of left
parties and the Congress  was sent to Tripura comprising
of BinoyViswam,CPI national secretary and MP,CPI(M)
leaders Elamaram Kareem, PRNatrajan, Bikash Ranjan
Bhattacharya, AA Rahim, and Congress leaders Abdul Khaliq

MP and AICC general secretary Ajay Kumar. They visited
Tripura on March 10with Manik Sarkar, former chief minister
of Tripura andCPI(M) politburo member,  and other left front
and Congress leaders. The fascistic attack by BJP has
affectedover 1000 people. More than thousand shops
belonging to the activists of left parties are looted and burnt.
Their small land holdings and plantations are destroyed. The
activists and other local workersarebeing attacked and their
houses are ransacked and set aflame. Three persons have been
killed brutally. On Page 06

We  stood in front of
the half-burnt house in
Kaligapur part of
Ramnagar constituency
in Tripura. One middle-
aged woman was
tearfully narrating to us
the ordeals of that fateful
day, on which the
election results were
declared. She clung to her
12-year-old son on that
day, never leaving him.
The agonies of their
experience were explicit
on their faces.

Ramnagar is a seat
wrested by the Left
Front- Congress coalition
from the BJP. It was
unexpected for the BJP
which tried to capture
each and every
constituency by hook or
crook. They could not
accept their failure in that
seat. Violence of
unforeseen gravity was
unleashed the same night
itself. At the fall of
darkness, RSS-BJP goons
turned to the house of
Viswajeet Kumar (their
name is not real, as they
are still afraid to reveal
their identity).

After threatening of
further grave
consequences, they set
the house afire, of course
with their favourite
slogan Jai Sri Ram. While
leaving the house they
did not forget to smash
the autorickshaw, their
only means of livelihood.
Their crime was that they
worked for the victory of
the Left Front candidate
in Ramnagar. The

We Will Resist The Saffron Terror
mother’s tears drenched
the face of her son. He
began to cry aloud.
Along with us, there was
Manik Sarkar, former
chief minister of Tripura.
He consoled the mother
and the son and asked
about his father who had

gone to a faraway place
because there was a
threat to his life. Manik
Sarkar asked them to
wipe off the tears and
stand firm. That really
worked. The boy began
to talk to us and after
some time the mother too
regained the strength to
speak normally.

While we were
coming out of the house,
Manik Da asked the boy
patting his shoulder,
“What would you
become when you grow
up?” Very clear was his
reply, “I will become a
comrade.” He represents
the undying courage of
the people of Tripura
who are going through a
period of pain and
anxiety.

In the context of the

violence unleashed by
RSS-BJP in Tripura, it
was decided that the
delegation of MPs of Left
Front and Congress will
visit the state with a fact

finding mission.
Keeping the mission in
mind,  CPI(M) leaders
Elamaram Kareem, P.R.
Natarajan, A.A. Rahim,
Congress leaders Ranjith
Renjan, Abul Khalik and
myself representing CPI
visited the violence-
ridden areas.

The leaders of state
units including former
CM Manik Sarkar joined
us. We witnessed a
complete ransack of
houses, rubber
plantations, burnt
autorickshaws, and
ponds in which dead fish
floated. The aim of the
goons was crystal clear;
to completely agonize
the people who actively
supported Left-
Congress alliances and

worked for the victory of
its candidates. Petrol
bombs were widely
used and the sight of
houses destroyed was
heartbreaking.

Anyone who visits
Tripura can find endless
testimonials of Hindutva
terror. To witness the
triumph of jingoistic
hooliganpolitical policy
you can make a visit to
Tripura. With the
wholehearted support of
the Union government,
the goons who seldom
know the meaning of
democracy unleashed
terror throughout the
state. Three people lost
their lives and more than
thousands were injured.
Even the delegation of
MPs was not spared. The
BJP- RSS criminals
attacked the vehicles in
which Elamaram
Kareem and AICC
General Secretary Dr
Ajay Kumar travelled.

Despite prior
information about our
visit and the escort
provided, the state
police offered their silent
support to the goons.
But BJP and its IT cells are
creating fake narratives
against this.Such is the
ideology of lies. Due to
the reign of violence,
thousands are forced to
stay away from their
houses. The very basic
right of people to live in
their houses is now a
myth in Tripura. Since
the advent of BJP rule in
2018 there is no

Binoy Viswam
guarantee of safety for
the lives of the common
masses.

The fall of law and
upsurge of anarchy was
elaborated to the
governor of the state by
the delegation. But the
response to this grave
issue was pure
ignorance. BJP-led
government is taking
revenge on the people
who reduced the number
of seats and percentage
of votesof the party. The
seats won by BJP were
reduced to 11. Due to the
escalating catastrophic
situation, we were
unable to visit the
Santibazar constituency
from where the young
CPI candidate
SatyajitReang contested.
In the mobile
conversation we had
with him he said that BJP
goons envisaged
violence. His rubber
plantation, the only
source of livelihood for
his family, was
destroyed. The workers
of CPI, CPI(M) and
Congress have
unequivocally said that
they will not give up the
fight for democracy. The
fight of people in Tripura
is against a fascist
government that has
tentacles of violence and
hatred. We must not let
the people of Tripura fail
in this battle. It is high
time for the democratic
consciousness of this
country to stand with the
people of Tripura with
all its might.



New Age Weekly

4 March 19–25, 2023

What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .What  the Others Say. . .

Bharatiya Khet
Mazdoor Union (BKMU)
plans to hold a massive
dharna on May 30, 2023
at Jantar Mantar in the
National capital. This
was decided at ameeting
of the BKMU central
executive committee
held on February 23 and
24 at Chennai. The
meeting was presided
over by its president N
Periasamy, former MLA.

The central executive
members from Tamil
Nadu, Puducherry,
Kerala, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh, Bihar,
Uttar Pradesh, Haryana
and Punjab attended the
meeting. A Bhashkaran,
secretary of the AITUC
Tamil Nadu unit

BKMU to Hold Massive Dharna in Delhi on May 30
welcomed the
participants on behalf of
the reception committee.

General secretary
Gulzar Singh Goria
presented the report on
the activities since the
last general council
meeting held at Kolkata.
Members of the
executive took partin the
discussions. The report
on activities noted that
almost all the BKMU
state units had carried on
sustained campaigns
and struggles taking up
the burning problems of
agricultural workers,
independently as well as
jointly with other left
organizations of
agricultural workers.

As per reports, the
BKMU state units also

mobilized agricultural
workers and other rural
poor in support of the
struggles conducted by
trade unions and farmers
organizations as well as
All India Dalit Rights
Movement. It is
important to note that in
response to the call given
by the National
Convention on problems
of Agricultural Workers
jointly held by BKMU,
AIAWU, AIARLA,
AIAKSU and AISKS,
agricultural workers
were mobilized for
‘Protest March’ to district
headquarters on August
1, 2022 taking 28 points
Charter of Demands.

Agricultural workers
held demonstration
covering more than 550
district headquarters.
The Charter of Demands
includes issues of
MGNREGA, wage, land
reforms, caste
oppression, social
welfare and food
security related
demands.

A national level
workshop for Hindi
speaking BKMU cadres
was held at Chandigarh
on May 4to 8, 2022
participated by 40
leading cadres. A
national level joint
convention against
increasing atrocities
against Dalits was held
on November 5, at
Surjeet Bhawan, New
Delhi. More than 575

members of BKMU,
AIDRM, DSMM, AIAWU
and AIARLU attended
the convention. The
convention gave a call for
organizing ‘joint protest
march’ at state
headquarters.

As per reports
received at the BKMU
centre, Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana, Punjab,
P u d u c h e r r y ,
Maharashtra, Bihar,
Andhra Pradesh, Kerala,
Tamil Nadu units had
organized sustained
campaigns during the
period. Gulzar Singh
Goria attended the
AITUC national
conference on invitation
to greet the national
conference. The 10th

Gulzar Singh Goria

Price to pay
On March 13, data released by the National Statistical Office

showed that retail inflation has stayed above the upper threshold
of the RBI’s inflation targeting framework for the second straight
month. The headline consumer price index came in at 6.44 per
cent in February, only marginally lower than 6.52 per cent in
January. This reversal in the trajectory of inflation — the
consumer price index had fallen below the upper threshold
of the targeting framework in November and December last
year — will complicate the policy options before the monetary
policy committee when it meets next in early April as it struggles
to balance inflation and growth concerns.

The disaggregated data shows that price pressures continue
to remain fairly broad-based. The consumer food price index
has eased, but only marginally to 5.95 per cent in February,
down from six per cent the month before. Food inflation was
driven by cereals, milk and milk products, prepared meals and
snacks, and spices, while vegetables fell. Cereal inflation has,
in fact, registered six consecutive months of double digit
inflation. Moreover, the outlook is likely to be heavily
influenced by rising temperatures. Equally worrying, core
inflation continues to remain sticky, signalling price pressures
across the economy. Inflation remains elevated in clothing and
footwear, household goods and services, health, and personal
care and effects.

Since May last year, when the monetary policy
committee began to tighten policy, it has raised the benchmark
repo rate by 250 basis points. In its last meeting, held just a
few days after the Union budget, the policy statement was rather
hawkish, continuing to underline the need for “further calibrated
monetary policy action” and to break the “persistence” in core
inflation. However, there are growing concerns within the
committee that considering the long lags in the transmission
of monetary policy, it is appropriate to pause at this juncture
and observe the full impact of the interest rate hikes. Two

On Page 10

members of the committee — Ashima Goyal and Jayanth Varma
— had in fact voted against the rate hike in the last meeting.
However, following this data release — it is also the last retail
inflation data before the next policy meeting — most analysts
have begun to pencil in another rate hike.

Courtesy: The Indian Express

A taxing question
Data on net direct taxes for the period up to March 10 of the

financial year 2022-23 showed that it had increased by 16.8 per
cent to Rs 13.7 lakh crore. The growth rate is a little higher than
the growth forecast of 16 per cent for nominal GDP. But within
direct taxes, the performance of corporate income tax (CIT) has
been disappointing. CIT collections till March 10 grew 13.6 per
cent, lagging the growth rate of nominal GDP. In other words,
each percentage point growth in GDP yielded a lower amount
of CIT growth.

Tax buoyancy, which measures the growth in taxes with
reference to economic growth, is a useful measure of the response
of the tax system. By this measure, India has a problem with
CIT. To get a sense of it, go back to the period between 2000-01
and 2009-10. Direct tax collections and buoyancy boomed
mainly on account of surging CIT. During that phase buoyancy
of direct taxes exceeded two on five occasions, a record that wasn’t
matched subsequently. Moreover, the contribution of direct
taxes to total tax collections increased from 36.3 per cent in 2000-
01 to 60.8 per cent in 2009-10. It resulted in a fairer tax system.
Since then, CIT collections have disappointed.

Over the last decade, growth rates have fluctuated quite a
bit. But the yield from CIT appears impervious to change in
growth rates. On the other hand, personal income tax (PIT) has
yielded better returns and in 2022-23 is set to grow around 20
per cent. This welcome feature, however, cannot entirely offset
the problem posed by CIT’s low buoyancy. It acts as a source
of fiscal stress, particularly when GoI and states have to enhance
public investment. While rates certainly cannot be increased
as India needs to compete with its peers, CIT’s low buoyancy
needs closer attention.

Courtesy: The Times of India
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On Page 12

“Climate change isnot
a subject limited to
scientists and engineers.
It has become a reality
that is affecting every
aspect of human life. We
all are going to suffer the
consequences if our
ecology is damaged,”
said Dr Atul Vaidya,
director of National
E n v i r o n m e n t
Engineering & Research
Institute(NEERI), in his
address while
inaugurating the three-
day national seminar of
the All India Progressive
Forum (AIPF), jointly
organised with Kamla
Nehru college,Nagpur.
He was the chief guest in
the seminar.

Dr Bhalchandra
Kango, Director of Lok
VangmayGruha (LVG),
Mumbai, presided over
the inaugural functionin
which present was
general secretary of AIPF
Anil Rajimwale.Dr Smita
Wanjarri, eminent
environmentalist of the
region, was the guest of
honour. Also present on
the dais were vice
president (AIPF) Dr
Y u g a l R a y a l u ,
coordinator of the
seminar, and Dr Dilip
Badwik,principal of the
college.

Nagpur or for that
matter India is getting
average rainfall these
days but the number of
rainy days has reduced.
This is due to a small
increase in the
temperature of our
atmosphere. As the
number of rainy days
have reduced, we are
having floods and
deluge, that damages
everything around us. If
a small increment in the
temperature can cause
this, imagine what would
happen if the

10th National Seminar of AIPF at Nagpur

Development Models that Erode Environment
temperature increased
by two degree
centigrade, he asked,
and called upon all the
members of the human
family to become

‘Environment Soldiers”
to save our environment.
He said that there is no
need to have high

knowledge about
chemistry and
environment science to
fight the calamity.
Following some very

simple rules can go a

long way to save our
planet, he said, like
saving water, electricity

and many such steps.
Dr Vaidya called upon

the men and women to
change their living styles

so that the earth can
survive longer. When a
family of four has sixteen
cars, it is imperative that
there would be a misuse
of the resources.

Humanity must learn to
use resources
judiciously, he said. He
said that every human
need is metexploiting
the resources of earth and

hence we should be
judicious about using
them, he concluded.

In his presidential

address, Dr Bhalchandra
Kango congratulated
AIPF and Kamla Nehru
College for organising
such an important
seminar at a time when
we need it emergently.
He began with the
famous quote of
Mahatma Gandhi,
“There is enough for all
of us on this earth but not
enough for the greed of
even one!” referring to
the speech of Dr Vaidya,
he asked, “What compels
someone to buy four
houses?” It is nothing but
greed, he said. If we are
able to overcome our

greed, maybe we can
think of saving the
environment. The
Capitalist model is a
wrong model of
development that has
damaged our mother
planet, he said. Blaming
the rich nation for the
state of affairs,he said
they call upon the poor
and developing nations
to discipline themselves
about carbon footprint,
he lamented.

Profiteering never
cares for the environment
he said  and added that
it is the all-inclusive
development model
which is the prime need
of the hour. Some people
erroneously think that
electric vehicles are eco-
friendly. If the electric car
is charged by an electric
grid that gets its supply
from a ‘thermal power
station’ how can that
electric vehicle be eco-
friendly? Asked
DrKango. He said unless
one switches over from
thermal to renewable
sources like solar or
wind power, the issue
cannot be resolved.

Dr Kango called upon
the citizens to vote for
those supporting a
model of development
based on the principle of
equitable distribution of
resources and wealth. He
rued the fact that barring
the CPI no political party
hastaken any initiative to
include “Environment
Protection” in their
m a n i f e s t o .
Unfortunately, some
rightist parties in India
and in US do not
recognise the fact that
there is any ecological
crisis. For them market is
the ultimate barometer
of everything on the earth,

Dr Yugal Rayalu

Dr. B K Kango speaking the inaugural session

AIPF general secretary Anil Rajimwale
addressing the seminar



New Age Weekly

6 March 19–25, 2023

Communist Party of India national
council secretary demanded
immediate reservation of 33 per cent
for women. He along with party Delhi
state council secretary Dinesh
Varshney and others were taking part
in a dharna programme at Jantar
Mantar in the national capital where
Kalvakuntla Kavitha, BRS leader and
former TRS MP sat on one day hunger
strike demanding an immediate
passing of women reservation bill in
Parliament.

Dr K Narayana congratulated
Kalvakuntla Kavitha for taking up the
cause of the Indian women for 33 per
cent reservation. He presented
Kalvakuntla Kavitha Com Geeta
Mukherjee’s photograph, who not
only led the women reservation bill
but was also the chairperson of the
Parliamentary Committee on the
issue. That report on implementation
is still pending.

Dr K Narayana while addressing
the massive hunger strike said that it
was Com Geeta Mukherjee who
chaired that Parliamentary

Adopt 33 per cent
Women Reservation
Bill Immediately: CPI

Shaurya Chakra
Awardee Com Jaswant

Kaur is No More
SHAHABAD (Kurukshetra): Shaurya Chakra

awardee Jaswant Kaur, wife of the former CPI
MLA from Shahabad Dr Harnam Singh died on
March 9, 2023. She was 93.

Com Jaswant Kaur along with her husband
had fought terrorists with bare hands on April
9, 1988, when they were attacked at their residence
in Shahabad.

A family membersaid Com Kaur was
suffering from a respiratory illness for the past
four to five days.

She was cremated in Shahabad. SDM and DSP
from the local administration, local MLA Ram
Karan Kala along with hundreds of people from
all sections of the society paid tributesto Com
Jaswant Kaur and attended her last rites.

Kiratpal, a retired Haryana Police DIG, lit the
pyre.

The family was awarded five Shaurya Chakras
by the then President of India in 1991 to the couple
Com Jaswant Kaur and her husband Com Harnam
Singh,and three to their son Khushdev Singh (27),
daughter-in-law Gurpreet Kaur (25) and nephew
Gurdeep Singh (26) who died in the terrorist
attack, said Mandeep Singh, grandson of the
deceased.

She is survived by her son Kiratpal Singh and
four daughters.

Fascistic politics of BJP were further exposed
when left parties andCongress delegation led by
Elamaram Kareem, met theaffected people in
Bishalgarh in Tripura.They were attacked by the BJP
goons, their vehicles were destroyed.

The CPI central secretariat not only strongly
condemns the brutal and inhuman attacks but also
demands that Amit Shah  must follow the
Constitution and ask chief minister of Tripura tonot
only stop these attacks but also take action against
those involved inthese fascistic attacks againstleft
cadres and arrest them immediately.

Protect Rights of LGBTQIA+
Community: CPI

The National Secretariat of the Communist Party of India issued the following statement
on March 15, 2023 demanding full protection of the rights of LGBTQIA+ community:

The National Secretariat of the Communist Party of India urges the Supreme
Court and the government of India to fully protect the rights of LGBTQIA+
community. The party takes note of the decision of the apex court to refer the
matter to the five-member Constitution Bench.

The party condemns the move of the government to appeal in the Supreme
Court which is nothing but toeing the line of RSS. This approach of the
government is a reflection of its Manuwadi worldview whose basis remains
exclusion and criminalization. The denial to recognise the demands of the
community stands in direct opposition to the constitutional promise to ensure
right to dignified life to all. Many governments across the world have taken a
progressive stance in recognizing the life and rights of the LGBTQIA+
community. The BJP government in fact is pulling back progress and subverting
democracy in the country.

The party appeals to the Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court to take
into consideration all the aspects of the issue including the prevailing situation
in our country as well as globally and come out with a decision that would
fully uphold the rights and dignity of the LGBTQIA+ community.

Committee whose report was
tabled in parliament by H D
Devegowda ji, the then Prime
minister of India. But 33 per cent
reservation has yet not become the
reality. Now India is chairing the
G20 meet. It will be presided over
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
In the Agenda of G20,women
empowerment is one of the main
agenda and hence 33 per cent
women reservation bill should be
immediately passed.

The CPI has always supported
and fought for it and will continue
to do so. Narayana further said that
it was a promise made by BJP before
elections that if they come to power,
they will pass this bill immediately.
This is the best occasion to pass this
bill.

Kalvakuntla Kavitha in her
address thanked CPI, Dr K
Narayana and Dinesh Varshney for
joining the massive Hunger Strike.

At the end Dr K Narayana offered
her lemon juice to enable her to
break the one day hunger strike.

CPI Condemns Post Poll...
From Page 03



New Age Weekly

7March 19–25, 2023

STUDY &
STRUGGLE

The ugly face of caste-
based discrimination in
Indian institutes of higher
education has resurfaced once
again. Caste is a defining
characteristic of Hindu
society, and Indian society at
large. Despite Constitutional
and other legal measures
being in place, caste-bias
dominates every aspect of our
lives.

Though caste
discrimination and
untouchability have been
abolished under Article 17
of the Indian Constitution,
it is still  continuing in one
form or the other not only
among the citizens but also
on the educational
institutions like IITs,
colleges and Universities.
The Parliament enacted
the Untouchability
(Offences) Act, 1955. In
1976, it was made more
stringent and was
renamed ‘The Protection
of Civil Rights Act, 1955.
It defines ‘Civil Right’ as
‘any right accruing to a
person by reason of the
abolition of untouchability
by Article 17.

Meanwhile, another
student has fallen victim to
the highly caste
discriminative atmosphere
in campuses. This time it
was in IIT Mumbai. Once
again the authorities have
failed to act even after
various surveys/probes
have pointed out the
existence of rampant caste
system towards dalit and
adivasi communities. An
18-year old Darshan
Solanki, a first year B. Tech
student faced insensitive,
hostile and highly
disriminative illtreatments
on the campus.

Reports reveal a
disturbing presence of both
casual and direct casteism
faced by students of
m a r i n g i n a l i s e d
communities. The SC-ST
students suffer in the hands
of both faculty members
and fellow students on the
campus. They are
discriminated at the places
of hostels, common spaces
like gymkhanas, canteens

Rampant Caste Discriminations in Higher Education

Need for More  Stringent Act to

and the institute’s social
media spaces.

Aniket Ambhore’s
committed suicide due
caste atrocities in 2014 and
now Darshan Solanki’s
death.Outside the
univesities and colleges
dalits are being victimised
even today. The latest
instance is the verdict in
Hathras rape case. A Uttar
Pradesh special court had
recently acquitted three of
the four accused, who
belong to the powerful
Thakur caste. None of the
accused have been found
guilty of gang rape. While
the victim was a 19-year-

old Valmiki (oppressed
caste) woman, the accused
were all dominant caste
Thakur men. The activists
sought an inquiry against
the district magistrate and
the superintendent of
police allegedly involved in
the “foundational
miscarriage of justice”.

This is the outcome of
the Hindutva nationalism
which was flawed
spreading hatred in the
society  in the form of caste
discrimination. The  idea
of rewriting the history
with the ill-notion of
removing historical
mistakes. It is also being
advocated for reviving
manusmriti because it laid
the seeds of animus and

exclusion against
minorities.

It is subtly evident and
surely said that in India’s
premier colleges still there
is existence of caste system
with manusmriti norms.
The premier educational
institutions in the country
have failed to create a safe
spaces for the marginalised
students.

It was Rohith Vemula,
now Darshan Solanki and
later someone. They will all
say that their births are
itself a fatal accident.
Vemula was targeted for
his bold criticism of various
injustices meted out by the

University towards
students from backward
castes. In 2019, Payal
Tadvi, an Adivasi student
in her final year of Doctor
of Medicine (MD) study,
was tortured by three so-
called upper caste
colleagues, including her
hostel roommate, as a result
of which she chose to end
her life. 

Life at the university
would show us how marks,
degrees, distinctions,
awards and honours
cannot teach you humility.
Sadly, only education
cannot build an egalitarian
world. If it were so, there
would be no oppression in
the countries with the
highest literacy rates. And
an education devoid of

political consciousness is
even more dangerous, as
it often enables and
aggravates discrimination
by handing over
innovative ways to do so.
People learn subtle and
sophisticated ways to
perpetuate the same
discrimination. Like they
say, ‘now in new exciting
flavours’.

About 122 students
have committed suicides
in IITs, NITs, Central
Universities, and IISERs in
the country in the period
between 2014 to 2021. All
these students belonged to
the SC, ST, and the OBC
communities. Isn’t this
shameful for a country
which claims to preach the
gospel of Vasudaiva
Kutumbkam?

Dalit lives matter. Until
caste is ‘annihilated’, such
discrimination will
continue. A civilised
society must make an
honest effort to change its
ways, and prevent further
instances in which
students from
marginalised communities
feel forced to take such a
tragic decision.
Need for legal remedy

The Scheduled Castes
and Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, 1989, (SC/
ST PoAA) is one of the
powerful legislations to
fight social injustice
against Dalits. However,
it hardly deals with specific
cases of caste-based
discrimination, subtle
crimes and institutional
negligence that the Dalits
in academic institutions
experience. Further, it is
often found that internal
institutional mechanisms
like the SC/ST Cell are
dysfunctional or hardly
have powers to intervene
in cases of caste
discrimination. Therefore,
during the protests to seek
justice for Rohith Vemula,
a demand for an effective
constitutional provision,
specifically meant to
address the interests,

concerns and difficulties of
Dalit-Adivasi students and
faculty members in the
institutions of higher
education, was raised.

The current protests
and discussion to ensure
justice for Darshan Solanki
shall also ask the national
government  to formulate
the “Rohith Act”, a legal-
constitutional enactment
to protect the rights and
interests of socially
marginalised groups in
universities and other
institutions of higher
learning.

The government must
guarantee equal protection
to Dalit students either by
executing an amendment
in the current Atrocity Act
or by evoking a new
legislation specifically for
the protection of Dalit
students’ rights in
academic institutions. The
other possibility is to learn
from the Supreme Court’s
Vishaka judgement. The
court in 2013 directed
public offices to implement
an Act for the Prevention,
Prohibition and Redressal
of Sexual Harassment
cases against Women at
the Workplace (Anti-
Sexual Harassment Act).
It helped to make
workplaces more gender
sensitive and supported
women in their fight
against patriarchal values.
An identical Act should be
implemented in all
educational institutions to
address cases of caste
discrimination against
Dalit-Adivasi students.

The mandate of such an
Act shall be to deliver
justice to Dalit-Adivasi
students through
proactive efforts that
enables them to study and
participate in academic life
with dignity and self-
esteem.

Protect the Downtrodden

The boy in the middle committed suicide due to
caste based discrimination and torture



New Age Weekly

8 March 19–25, 2023

As Marx identified
capitalism, its major aim
is always to create profit
and super profit. Even
disasters and pandemics
are also used by capitalism
as an opportunity to create
profit. In the Covid 19
pandemic what capitalism
did to the world was while
the structures of health
and politics collapsed and
human beings were in
peril, it was busy extracting
huge profits from the
pharmaceutical sector.
When public sector and
socialism-leaning policies
were saving humans from
the socio-political
problems of the pandemic,
capitalism was busy
exploiting and creating
super profits.

As Engels has said, “In
relation to nature, as to
society, the present mode
of production is
predominantly concerned
only about the first,
tangible success; and then
surprise is expressed that
the more remote effects of
actions directed to this end
turn out to be of quite a
different, mainly even of
quite an opposite,
character.” (Dialectics of
Nature) Engels has clearly
said that for capitalists,
pollution can be very
profitable. They can walk
away from the problem.
The overriding factor in
their decisions is to
maximize their profits.
Cleaning up the mess is not
their problem. Just as the
health of workers is not
t h e i r  p r o b l e m , r e -
educating workers in the
use of new technology,
especially in periods of
high rate of
unemployment is also not
their problem.

Capitalism is not
merely an economic
system. Many people
misjudge capitalism as a
system of a market based
merely on demand and
supply. But the fact is
capitalism is even a
broader system that
operates also in the zones

Environment and Capitalism

The Need for New Alternatives
beyond the markets. It can
be described as a system
that tries to commodify
anything. For capitalism,
nature, human beings,
space, and viruses are all
commodities or resources
to be exploited.

So, the relation
capitalism has with
nature is that of an
exploiter. Its sole purpose
with nature is to exploit.
Karl Marx in his Economic
and Philosophic
Manuscripts wrote that
“Nature is man’s
inorganic body – nature,
that is, insofar as it is not
itself human body. Man
lives on nature – means
that nature is his body, with
which he must remain in

continuous interchange if
he is not to die. That man’s
physical and spiritual life
is linked to nature means
simply that nature is linked
to itself, for man is a part
of nature.”

In order to broadly
understand why Marx is
right in guiding humans to
their relationships can be
understood through a
deep perusal of this quote.
Even though nature and
human beings exist as
separate entities human
beings live in nature,that
is, it utilizes and depends
on nature for their
existence. According to
Soviet philosopher and
psychologist Alexander
Spirkin, “Man and nature
interact dialectically in
such a way that, as society
develops, man tends to
become less dependent on
nature directly, while
indirectly his dependence
grows. This is

understandable. While he
is getting to know more
and more about nature,
and on this basis
transforming it, man’s
power over nature
progressively increases,
but in the same process,
man comes into more and
more extensive and
profound contact with
nature, bringing into the
sphere of his activity
growing quantities of
matter, energy, and
information.”

To elucidate, human
beings are not only
dwellers of nature but are
also the ones who

transform it. This process
should be kept at an
optimum pace. We can
depend on nature for
existence and
development but we must
also ensure that we
compensate for and
preserve nature. We must
preserve it for the future
generation; hence nature
should be prevented from
degradation.

A report, written by
biophysicists with the BIOS
Research Unit in Finland
who were asked by the
UN to contribute research
for the UN Global
Sustainable Development
Report (GSDR), was
released in 2019. The team
argues that today’s
“dominant economic
theories” and conceptions
of modern capitalism are
inadequate because they
falsely assume societies
will have continued access
to cheap energy, like fossil
fuels. Also, these theories

generally don’t factorin
sink costs—meaning costs
that can not be recovered—
like climate change, and
they fail to account for the
potential sociopolitical
consequences that could
result from continued
unchecked consumption
and growth. The paper’s
lead author, Dr. Paavo
Järvensivu, is a
“biophysical economist”
— an emerging type of
economist exploring the
role of energy and
materials in fueling
economic activity.

A draft of the third part
of the IPCC 2021 report
established that we must
move away from the
current capitalist model to
avoid exceeding planetary
limits. The signatories of
this article, scientists, and
journalists have analyzed
a new part of the Sixth
Report, leaked by the
scientists’ collective
Scientist Rebellion and
Extinction Rebellion Spain.
The leak clearly showed
the vast discrepancies
between the scientific
c o m m u n i t y ’ s
understanding of what is
needed to achieve an
effective and just
transition, and the reality
of how little has been
achieved.

A report published by
Oxfam in 2015 has found
that fifty percent of the
world’s carbon emissions
are produced by the
world’s richest 10 percent,
while the poorest half – 3.5
billion people – are
responsible for a mere
10percent. The richest one
percentof the world’s
population emits 175 times
more carbon than those
living in the bottom
10percent.  Some key
findings of the report are
in emerging economies
that are experiencing rapid
rises in emissions, and they
are far behind the lifestyle
consumption of richer
OECD nations. The
damaging effects of
climate change are

unequally distributed
around the world. While
the severe impact of
climate change will be
global, it is the world’s
poorest (and least
polluting) nations that are
most vulnerable. Women
living in these regions, who
are often dependent on
c l i m a t e - s e n s i t i v e
livelihoods, will be most
affected.

United States makes up
four to five percentof the
world’s population but has
been still using
25percentof global
resources. Dave Tilford
from the Animal Welfare
Institute reported that the
US accounts for five
percentof the world’s
population, yet it consumes
25percentof the world’s
oil, 23percentof the world’s
coal, and 27percentof the
world’s aluminium gained
from global exploitation of
resources.

Capitalist growth-
oriented activities are
destroying the habitats of
animals which is bringing
animals into close contact
with people. Due to large-
scale infrastructural
development, land
clearing and processes like
livestock farming, mines,
extractive industries, and
the effects of urbanization,
ultimately allow certain
types of animals to thrive
and put them in close
contact with humans. The
ongoing rapid
environmental changes
also have severe impacts
and thus make it likely for
infectious diseases to
emerge. Unbridled
deforestation and a
decrease in forest areas
have resulted in the spread
of zoonotic diseases. The
melting of ice in the poles
will not only lead to
increase in sea level but also
the spread of new diseases.

Since the public health
care system has been forced
to play the second fiddle
compared to free market

Alan Paul Varghese

On Page 10
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The Karnataka state
council of the Communist
Party of India is holding a
p a d a y a t r a ,
‘ S o o r i g a g i K o t i H e j j e ’ ,
demanding free housing and
land for the homeless and
landless in the state. 

Though the padayatra
started on February 2,
2020 from Bellary under
the leadership of party
state council secretary
Saathi Sundaresh, the
same had to be given up
due to Covid lockdown.
The padayatra was
resumed on February 26,
2023 from Tumkur, where
it was paused
e a r l i e r  a n d  r e a c h e d
Bengaluru on March 9,
2023 where a public
meeting was held. The
meeting was presided over
by MCDongre, president
of the Homeless Landless
C o m m i t t e e . B A m j a d ,
assistant secretary of party
state council welcomed the
gathering. Thousands of
comrades attended the
event.

Party national council
secretary and leader of
party’s parliamentary
group BinoyViswam MP
addressed the gathering.
In his speech he said:”CPI
is voicing the basic needs
of people. Ours is the only
party which can selflessly
work for the welfare of the
people. CPI in Karnataka
gave a call to unify all
opposition parties in order
to defeat communal and
corrupt BJP in the
upcoming assembly
elections in Karnataka.
We even sent a letter to the
Indian National Congress.
But Congress did not
respond positively to the
letter. We doubt the
commitment of Congress
in unifying the opposition.
They should learn from
DMK how to
accommodate all
opposition forces against
communal BJP.”

Party state council
secretary Saathi
Sundareshin his address
said: “Party leaders visited
many villages on the way
of the padayatra. Our
jatha was welcomed by all

Every Homeless in Karnataka must get Govt Housing: CPI

Struggle for Shelter to Continue Unabated
sections of the society.
Many homeless, landless
people gave applications
for housing throughout the
jatha route. The jatha has
covered lakhs of people by
travelling around one
thousand kilometres.
Housing for all will be the
main election demand this
time. CPI will not rest until
the last homeless person in
the state gets housing from
the government. 

Senior party leader and
editor of Hosatu monthly
m a g a z i n e
DrSiddanagouda Patil
said in his address, “CPI is
asking for houses. But the
state government led by
BJP is busy in corrupt
practices. BJP MLA
MadalVirupaksha is an
accused in corruption
case. Crores of money was
recovered from his house. 
He was given bail by the
court. When he came out
after the bail, he held a rally
in which BJP flags were
flying high. BJP flags are
safeguarding corrupt
people. Modi promised so
many things including
housing for all during 2014
election campaign. But he
has failed to deliver.”

Former party state
council secretary
PVLokesh, national
council member
Vijayabhaskar, party state
secretariat members
Shivraj Biradar, Janardan,
JyothiA, Satyanand,
Santosh HM, state control
commission member
Nagabushan Rao, party
district council secretaries
and mass organization

leaders participated in the
meeting. Dharmaraj,
treasurer of Homeless
Landless Committee
placed the vote of thanks. 

CPI secretary Kerala
state council Kanam
Rajendran, Tamil Nadu
state council secretary
Muthrasan, Telangana

state council secretary
KonamneniSambashiva
Rao, and Andhra Pradesh
state council secretary K
Ramakrishna had sent
special greeting messages
for the padayatra
programme and the same

were read out in the
meeting.  

A party delegation
under the leadership of
Saathi Sundaresh met the
housing minister and
revenue minister and
handed over a
memorandum in this
regard. 

The memorandum
mentioned the following:

Around 46.57 per cent
of the total population in
the state are landless.
According to the
survey released by the
housing department,
when BS Yediyurappa
was the chief minister
ofKarnataka, around 37
lakh families in the state
were without housing or
land rights. While thereare
around 16 lakh applicants
with the Rajiv Gandhi
Housing Corporation, it is
estimated that there are
around 50 lakh homeless
families in Karnataka. It
has become imperative to
undertake a scientific
survey at this juncture to
ascertain the magnitude of
the problem. It is a shame
that these families are
struggling to meet the
problem of housing. They
take houses with
exorbitant rent or are
rendered homeless in
cities. Without any shelter,
they are made to live even
a nomadic life in our state.

State governments
have made grand housing
schemes on paper, which
have hardly made
anyimpact in improving
the housing rights of these
families. The beneficiaries
of various housingschemes

of the government are
unable to complete the
construction of their
houses with the money
provided and the lakhs of
half-constructed houses
across the state are mute
witnessesto this fact. In
fact, due to the faulty
design and
implementation of such
schemes, many
poor families have been

trapped in debt under
extortionist rates of
interest.

The socio-
economic survey of
Karnataka states that the
major reason for the
failure of many housing
schemes is the lack of
availability of land, which
is a fact admitted by all. In
the absence of
governmentland in gram
panchayats, it becomes
impossible to provide
housing by the local self-
governments. In such a
situation, the number
ofhomeless in Karnataka
is increasing by theday. In
the absence of a clear
policy on land
redistribution by the state
g o v e r n m e n t ,
the magnitude of this
problem will only create
turmoil and friction in our
society and the problem of
the lack of lack of homes
is a clear violation of
human rights as well.

The government has
delegated the authority to
frame appropriate
housing policy to the
Rajiv Gandhi Housing
Corporation. The
corporation gives priority
to differently-abled,HIV
patients, street and

footpath vendors,
weavers, head load
workers, beedi workers,
Devadasis, singlewomen,
persons who have lost
homes and lands due to
floods, forestry and
construction of
tank bunds, anganwadi
workers, veterans of the
army, sex workers, victims

Harish Bala

On Page 10

Binoy Viswam MP addressing the padyatris
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and research on medicines
being monopolized by the
private sector the tyranny
will continue for the
common people.

After recognizing the
fact that the world cannot
evade the question of
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
degradation capitalism
came forward with
“Green Capitalism”.
Green Capitalism was
theorized mainly by Terry
L Anderson who in his
book Free Market
Environmentalism wrote
that free markets can solve
the ecological crisis. Green
Capitalism is assisted by
the liberal approach-based
environmentalism which
urges handling
environmental issues at
personal and intra-
personal levels while the
major culprit is the whole
system itself. The greatest
limitation of this approach
is that it does not offer a
comprehensive solution.

The approach based on
liberalism can be cited as
the cultural and political
tool of capitalism to
maintain a status quo. This
approach has created non-

government organizations
whose environmental
activism acts as a safety
valve that secures pro-
capitalist government
from auditing. Liberal
environmentalism and
green capitalism fail
ultimately because they
protect a system that
creates an ecological crisis.

The imperial countries
who had plundered the
resourceful regions and
contributed to global
warming and other
catastrophes are trying to
hold developing countries
accountable for the
environmental crisis.
COPs are mostly imperial
hegemony narratives that
mostly benefit capitalism.

Hugo Chavez at the
climate summit of
Copenhagen correctly
pointed out who is the
antagonist. He said in the
speech “the 500 million
richest people, 500 million,
this is seven percent, seven
percent, seven percent of
the world’s population.
This seven percent is
responsible, these 500
million richest people are
responsible for 50 percent
of emissions, while the
poorest 50 percent

accounts for only seven
percent of emissions.”

The real alternative to
the crisis is an economic
and socio-political system
where production is not
aimed at creating profits.
To create such a system, we
need environmentalism
andpolicies based on the
Marxist approach. As
Chico Mendes the great
Brazilian trade unionist
has said
“ E n v i r o n m e n t a l i s m
without class struggle is
gardening.” The rich and
the capitalist countries are
the real culprits of
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
degradation on a global
scale.

In answering the
important question of how
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
conservation and
development will go hand
in hand; we need to
encourage the upcoming
growth of technologies
which has nearly zero
impact on nature.

The way forward is by
completely dismantling
capitalism and endorsing
socialism.

The paper was
submitted in a seminar on
climate change organized
by All India Progressive
Forum (AIPF) and held
from February 17 to 19,
2023 at Nagpur

The Need for ...
From Page 08

of communal riots,workers
freed from forms of
bonded labour and
nomadic peoples.
However the
transgender community
does not figure in this
priority list of the
corporation. Therefore it is
important forthe scheme
to be inclusive and to
include all below the
poverty line families in the
unorganized sector.

It is also important to
understand that there are
regional variations in this
problem of housing in the
state, which means that the
revenue department has to
reserve land of about
fivelakh acresbased on the
demand for housing from
different regions of the

Struggle for Shelter...
state as the first step in
resolvingthis problem.

In order to address the
housing rights for more
than two crore people in
the state andtocreate
awareness about the
magnitude of this
problem, the Karnataka
state council of
theCommunist Party of
India and the committee
for the homeless and the
landless have together
undertaken 1,000 kms
long jatha on foot which
would be completed in
62days. The jatha was
called  ‘10 million steps for
housing’ and began on
February 2, 2020 in Bellary
and covered the districts of
B e l l a r y ,
Vijayanagar,Davangere
and Chitradurga. When
the jatha reached Tumkur
in March 2020, the country

was locked down due to
the first wave of Covid-19
pandemic. It was resumed
after three years on
February23, 2023 from the
Talagunda village of Sira
taluk inTumkur district
and reached FreedomPark
on March 9, 2023, the
venue of the protest
demonstration for housing
rights.

The protest
demonstration  at Freedom
Park demands the following
measures from the state
government:

 A gram panchayat
level survey of the housing
requirementshas to be
undertaken based on the
applications for housing
submitted along with fresh
applications.

 Based on the
requirements identified in
the survey, government
land should be
appropriately reserved for

housing at the gram
panchayat level.

 Land should be
distributed immediately to
the beneficiaries after
vesting the legal rights to
such lands to the
beneficiaries.

 The government
should release the funds for
the approved housing
schemesimmediately.

 The government
should provide decent
housing by expanding the
individual housing plan to
at least 1,000 sqfeet. 

 The government
should increase the
housing scheme’s benefit
to all those whose income
is up to Rs5 lakh.

In urban areas where
the availability of land is an
issue, a two-bedroom
apartment should be
provided for the homeless
in cities. 

 The government

should immediately allow
online applications for
housing, which has been
put on hold by the
government.

 The government
should include
transgender people in the
priority scheme for
housing.

The state government
should ensure that the
central government
provides the housingrights
to the workers of BGML in
KGF immediately.

The land reserved for
the daily wage workers of
Kudremukh should be
distributed immediately. 

The jatha met lakhs of
people along the way and
has given hope to them.
This struggle is not for any
political benefits. CPI has
organised this historic
march as the voice of 50
lakh families who are
landless and homeless.

From Page 09

national conference of All India Agricultural Workers
Union was attended by V S Nirmal,BKMU secretary.

It was also decided that the functioning of the
BKMU centre has to be further strengthened.

After thorough discussion on the report, the
central executive committee has taken the following
decisions:

National Campaign Taking MGNREGA

Organize sustained statewide campaign
taking MGNREGA related demands.

Stop reducing annual fund allocation for
MGNREGA and allocate annuallyRs 2 lakh crores
fund for the implementation of the employment
schemes.

Ensure 200 days of employment and Rs 600
daily wages.

Ensure implementation of schemes as per
provisions of the Act. Stop dilution of provision of
the Act.

All state units of the BKMU have been asked to
mobilize agricultural workers for dharna programme
on May 30, 2023 at Jantar Mantar in Dellhi on demands
taking implementation of MGNREGA.

National Conference

Complete targets of membership enrolment for
the year 2022 by June 30, 2023. Complete state
conferences, wherever it is due by the end of August
2023.

State units will be informed about the dates for
the national conference soon after March 20, 2023.
BKMU general council meeting will be held at Delhi
on May 30 after the JantarMantar dharna and will
continue the next day.

BKMU to Hold...
From Page 04
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The 12th National
Conference of the Indian
Doctors for Peace and
Development (IDPD) held
at Gandhi Peace Foundation
New Delhi on March 11-12,
2023 on the theme “Healers
for Health and Harmony”,
expressed serious concern at
the increasing arms race
which is costing the health
and development of the
citizens.

It is an irony, the
statement issued after the
conference said, that the
world seems to have
learnt no lesson from the
COVID Pandemic and
there is unashamed
increase in the spending
on arms race.

Under the present
scenario when there are
tensions all around the
globe the danger of use
of nuclear weapons is
grave and real. Any such
situation will lead to
catastrophic damage to
the human civilization
built through thousands
of years of human labour.

It is therefore
imperative that the
world community takes
a serious cognizance of
the situation and pays
more attention to the
needs of health and
education rather than
making huge profits by
selling and using arms
on human population.
India is also in the pursuit
of making and exporting
arms. The spending on
healthcare is meagre
1.1percent of the GDP as
against the minimum of
five percentas stipulated
by the World Health
Organization  (WHO).
Representatives from
different units of the
IDPD from different

Report of 12th IDPD National Conference  

Declare S Asia Nuke Weapon Free Zone
Ensure Healthcare to All  

states across the country
viz Jammu, Kashmir,
Punjab, Delhi, Utter
Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Bihar, Manipur, Tripura,
West Bengal,
Maharashtra, Kerala,
Telengana and Tamil
Nadu participated. There
were serious
deliberations on health
as a Fundamental Right,
perspectives for
sustainable peace,
social harmony in the
present scenario and
social activism among
the medical
professionals. Large
number of medical

students participated in
the event.   

The conference was
presided over by Dr S
SSoodan, President
IDPD. Dr Shakeel Ur
Rahman, General
Secretary welcomed the
delegates. Maj. Gen
(Retd) Vinod Saighal
inaugurated the
conference with a note of
caution that the war
between Russia and
Ukraine must come to an
end soon otherwise the
human and
infrastructural damage
would be irrecoverable.
He criticised Russia for
invading Ukraine but
said that the situation
took ugly turn because of
expansionist design of

US and NATO. Others
who addressed during
the inaugural session
include Dr Arun Mitra,
Co-President IPPNW, Dr
ChandrakantPandav,
former Professor and
Head of Community
Medicine at All India
Medical Institute of
Medical Sciences New
Delhi, Senthil Kumar,
Member Parliament
(MP),  AchinVanaik,
former head,department
of Political Science and
international relations,
Delhi University, Azeez

Pasha, former MP, Amar
Jeet Kaur,general
secretary, All India
Trade Union congress.
Messages of greetings
from IPPNW Co-
President Dr Tilman
Ruff, and IPPNW
affiliates from Dr Arun
Dixit, PSR, Nepal, Dr
Mirza Ali Azhar

PDPD, Pakistan, Dr
Kamrul H Khan, PSR,
Bangladesh and Dr
A s o k a
Hettiaracchhi, SDPD, Sri
Lanka.   

 The session on
‘Health as Fundamental
Right’ was chaired by Dr
Shyam sunder Deepti,
former Head Department
of Community
Medicine,Government

M e d i c a l
College, Amritsar. Dr
Ritu Priya, from the
Community Medicine
department Jawahar Lal
Nehru University, Delhi
was the key note
speaker. She outlined the
problems of
marginalization and
exclusion of common
people under the
insurance based
healthcare system. Dr
Shanthi made a
presentation on the Right
to Health. Dr Rajni, Dr
Lateef Mohamad, Dr
Inderveer Gill and Dr
Dharmendra Kumar also

spoke in the session. Dr
Manglem Singh called
upon for life style
changes to prevent
illness. 

AchinVanaik, from
Coalition for Nuclear
Disarmament and Peace,
while addressing as
keynote speaker
cautioned that there can
be no complacency
towards the nuclear
threat in south Asia as
both India and Pakistan
are at perpetual tension
and border skirmishes
continue to happen. The
two have fought four hot
wars. Any escalation in
tension due to terrorist
violence or otherwise
could trigger the threat of
nuclear weapons. It is

therefore imperative that
south Asia is declared
nuclear weapons free
zone and the two
countries join the Treaty
on the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons
(TPNW). The Session
was chaired by Dr P S
Brar and Dr Bholanath
Saha. Dr Nara Singh gave
an account of history of
IPPNW and IDPD and its
contribution for peace
and health.   

Dr. Aditya
Mukherjee, a prominent
historian, said that the
communal division in
the country is a product
of colonial rule and their
machinations to continue
to rule by dividing the
society. The Indian
National freedom
movement was based on
the values of secularism
democracy and
inclusiveness. All these
are under threat now
under the present right
wing rabidly communal
fascist government. It is
time to forcefully counter
them ideologically. Dr
Kalanidhi Veerasamy
MP said that there have
been aberrations in the
form of caste divisions
into upper and lower
castes. This has
economic background as
the powerful never
wanted to share the
wealth with the poor. Dr
Ravindranath and Dr
Satyajit Kumar Singh
chaired the session.   

In the session on Social
Activism among doctors,
Dr Anjali Mehta made a
presentation on the
climate crisis as a result
of use of Plastics. She
presented her innovation

Dr Arun Mitra

On Page 12
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observed Dr Kango.
The programme that

was initiated by Dr Dilip
Badwaikstarted with
welcoming all participants
andguests on behalf of the
college.

Dr YugalRayalu gave a
brief introduction of the
Nagpur city. He said being
at the heart of the country,
message going from
Nagpur has its own
significance. In the
backdrop of the
happenings at Joshimath,
Uttarakhand and the
earthquake at Turkey the
human race should learn
to respect mother earth he
said.Dr Rayalu informed
the gathering that fifty
participants from twelve
states had come to discuss
the important issue of
Environment in the
Seminar. He expressed his
happiness over the fact
that a large number of
students also joined the
initiative.

Anil Rajimwale gave
information about the
activities of AIPF. He said
that so far nine national
seminars have been
organised since the
inception of AIPF in the

year 2008, at Hyderabad.
This was the tenth seminar,
he informed andexpressed
optimism that the
discussions on the issue
would not remain
confined to writing papers
alone but also socially and
technologically feasible
solutions would be found
to resolve the problem. He

thanked Kamala Nehru
college on behalf of AIPF
for extending their services
and cooperation for the
seminar.

Dr SmeetaWanjarri
expressed happiness over
the fact that Kamla Nehru
college was chosen for the
seminar by AIPF. She said
that in the coming days
Kamala Nehru College
looks forward to greater
interaction with AIPF for
many more such activities.
She assured all help and

cooperation in future also.
Speaking about the
seminar, she said
educating themasses
about ecological
responsibility will go a long
way in the efforts to
conserve environment
andinvolving youth is of
prime importance in
reaching out to the

common citizens, she
observed.

The inaugural function
was compeered in an
excellent way by senior
faculty of the College,
DrSarita Tiwari, while vote
of thanks was presented by
senior member of Nagpur
AIPF CMMourya.

Immediately after the
inaugural function there
was a special lecture by
famous environmentalist
DrSaumya Dutta, co-
convener South Asian

Peoples Action for Climate
Change (SAPACC) who
had the opportunity of
attending COP 27 as
people’s representative. Dr
Dutta elaborated on the
role played by the big
corporates in delaying the
corrective measures at
world level about the
climate crisis. He said the

corporates want their
profits intact even at this
crucial stage when the life
on earth is at stake, such
is their madness about
accumulating profits. Dr
Dutta warned that unless
we take the corrective
measures with immediate
effect, it would be too late.
Prof (Mrs)Wagh presided
over this session.

In a session for the
presentation of the base
paper, Anil Rajimwale
spoke at length about the
various issues related to
Environment and Climate
Crisis. He said that this
issue touches each and
every aspect of human life
on the earth. Today some
people erroneously think
that technology of future
would take care of the
climate crisis, which is a
self-destructive approach,
he said.

In eight different
sessions about forty papers
were presented. Dr K
Rajani, DrKunda,
D r R a v i n d r a n a t h ,
A s h v i n i R a n a d e ,
Shraddha Mehata,
Subbaraman, Prof Joy
Kutty and Dr Rameshwar
Das  chaired the different
session while young
participants like Amit
Kumar, Harish Bala, Priya,
Pragati Khaparde,  Alan
Paul coordinated the

sessions.
On the last day there

was special lecture by
noted economist, Dr
Shrinivas Khandewale on
the topic, “Environment
and Economics”.
D r K h a n d e w a l e
enlightened the
participants about the
various economic aspects
of Environment. His
undercurrent of narration
was political economy
which the audience liked
very much.

Vice chancellor of
Solapur University Dr
(Mrs) Mrunalini Fadnavis
was the chief guest at the
valedictory function, while
former director of India
peace centre, Dr Tejinder
Singh Rawal was the guest
of honour.

Anil Rajimwale
concluded the seminar
speaking on prime points
seminar deciphered in its
proceedings, while Dr
YugalRayalu presented a
brief report of the seminar.

DrMrunaliniFadnavis,
in her lucid style, spoke
about the socio-economic
dimensions of the possible
solutions of the climate
crisis. There is so much to
learn from our ethnic
ethos she said.

DrRawal presented a
solution to the ecological
crisis which was based on
the day to day activities.

Among all those who
worked hard for the
success of the seminar and
honoured were Ravi
Parate, JaiwantGurway,
PV Naidu, Pragati
Khaparde, Karuna
Sakhare, Dr Vaishali
Charjan, Dr Rashmi Dubey
and Prof Neha Thakur.
Seniormost participant CR
Bakshi from Chattisgarh
was felicitated on the
occasion.

Dr Aman Deep of
Haryana AIPF conducted
the proceedings of the
valedictory function while
DrVaishaliCharjan from
Kamala Nehru College
presented the vote of
thanks.

Releasing the book

From Page 5

Development Models that Erode...

of non-plastic PPEs to
save environment. Dr
Shakeel Ur Rahman
warned that Communal
hatred is becoming a
serious public health
crisis. Dr Jaswinder
Singh and Dr Gurveer
Singh shared their
experience of
o r g a n i s i n g m e d i c a l
camps for the farmers. Dr
Subhas Chakraborty said
that harmony in the
society is of utmost
importance for inclusive
growth.  Dr Rakibuddin
told that they hold free
medical camps in
Imphal.  

BinoyViswam MP

Declare South Asia...
greeted the conference
with hope that this
would prove a milestone
for the cause of peace and
health. He assured all
help in the parliament.   

 The students
conference withmassive
participation by students
had very effective
deliberations on nuclear
disarmament, climate
crisis, gender inequality
and crisis of healthcare.
Young doctors and
students were honoured
by Dr Navinder Singh
Bawa and Dr Jeetendra
Singh by presenting
medals for their activism
for social cause.  

Others who
participated in

organising the event
actively include Dr
Jasdeep Kaur, Dr Nirmal
Dhiman, Dr Suraj
Dhillon, Dr Seerat
Sekhon, Dr Rajat Grover,
Dr Rajni, Liza, Col (Retd)
Tarun Mitra, Vivek
Chaudhary, Dr Ramesh,
Dr Sharad.      

The conference
elected  a new team to
run the affairs with Dr S
SSoodan aspatron, Dr
Arun Mitra, as President
and Dr Shakeel Ur
Rahman as the general
s e c r e t a r y .
SanjeevniSankhala and
Srinath Vasudevan were
elected as National
S t u d e n t s
Representatives.    

From Page 11
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Diary of
International

Events
C. AdhikesavanMore than 1.28 million

French workers are
consistently carrying out
their demonstrations and
protests against the rightist
government. France the land
of equality is facing crisis
after crisis.  In a fresh strike
nationwide people came out
on the streets to protest
against train
mismanagement and pension
plan. The disaster has
sparked protests across
Greece over the past week.
Prime Minister Kyriakos
Mitsotakis, who had been
expected to call national
elections for April 9, which
is kept in abeyance.

The workers have
stirred public outrage over
the crumbing state of
the rail network. They say
years of neglect,
underinvestment and
understaffing - a legacy
of Greece’s decade-
long debt crisis - are to
blame. The workers aslo
supported by transport
workers, students and
teachers, who marched in
central Athens chanting
“Murderers!” and “We are
all in the same carriage”.
The workers are clashing
with police and the police
let loose its brutality by
firing tear gas at them.

Trains were stopped
and paralysed, schools
emptied, and planes were
cancelled as the air traffic
controllers took action.
Another area where there
had already been strikes on
other issues was the energy
sector, where there was
strong support. Students
and youth were
prominent at the
demonstrations. Some
schools and universities
were blocked.In Greece’s,
the second-biggest city of
Thessaloniki, where a
group of protesters hurled
stones at a government
building. The protests
coincided with a 24-hour
strike called by workers of
different sectors, which
disrupted travel across the
country.

The conservative
government, was initially

Millions Join Workers’ Stir Against
Train Mismanagement, Pension Plan

planning to call elections
in the coming weeks,
promised to fix the ailing
railway system.The
workers say their
demands for improvement
in safety protocols have
gone unheard for years
and have promised to
“impose safety” to ensure
that a crash will not be
repeated.Greece’s largest
public sector union
ADEDY participated in
the strike. City transport
workers walked off the job
in solidarity, disrupting
metro, tram and bus
services in the capital. Ships
also remained docked at
ports as seamen
participated in the labour
action.

The government,
whose term expires in July,
has blamed the crash
mainly on human error
and deficiencies it says
have not been fixed over
the past decades.Greece
sold its state-owned
railway operator, now
called Hellenic Train, to
Italy’s state-owned
Ferrovie dello Stato Italiane
in 2017 during its debt
crisis. The sale was a term
in the country’s bailout
agreements with the
European Union and the
W a s h i n g t o n - b a s e d
International Monetary
Fund.

Left-wing daily Avgi
said the premier’s “hollow”
apology had “turned into
tear gas against families at
a peaceful protest
demanding justice and
truth”.There is little sign,

however, that
public anger is easing.
Last weekend, football fans
around the country hurled
insults at the prime
minister during
matches.Political life will
resume Thursday after a
period of national
mourning, but the premier
seems in no rush to
confront the issue of the
looming polls. Trade union
membership is much lower
in France, but there still
exists a capacity to join
with the labour movement
and political parties
around a big political issue
that affects everybody.

Women still facing
violence, discrimination on

horrendous scale
The International

Women’s Day is being
celebrated not only the
progressive people
particularly the leftist,
socialists and communists
but it is also celebrated by
the capitalist countries.
Women’s  Day, after its
official adoption in Soviet
Russia, IWD was
predominantly celebrated
in communist countries
and by the communist
movement worldwide.
Communist leader Dolores
Ibárruri led a women’s
march in Madrid in 1936
on the eve of the Spanish
Civil War.Storms of
enthusiasm greeted the
motion of the Bulgarian
comrades and the
resolution of the Second
International Conference
of Communist Women at

Moscow in February 1922,
to celebrate Women’s Day
everywhere on March 8th,
the day which previously
was observed only by
Russian comrades.

Though we are
celebrating it every year
but the woes the women
ha0lf are passing through
is  unimaginal. The
Communist Party of
Britain has attacking the
capitalist system saying
that it does not have
solution on the
discrimination faced by
the women in their society.
The communists have
warned that women and
girls around the world still
face violence, super-

e x p l o i t a t i o n ,
discrimination and
inequality on a horrendous
scale.The communist
parties worldwide are
fighting back against the
discrimination and
atrocities on the women.
The fight is relevant on the
International Women’s
Day.

The International
Communist Women’s Day
must also answer the
question of destiny which
stands, full of
responsibility and
sacrifice, but nevertheless
hopeful and blessed, before
the men and women of the
producing classes of all
countries – patient, humble
satisfaction with dirty and
b l o o d - d r i p p i n g
capitalism, or a resolute
inexorable fight for its
destruction! The answer to

this question must be clear
and distinct, without any
twistings and turnings
with “buts” and “ifs”, and
millions of women and
men must answer it.

The fight is carried on
by the Women’s
International Democratic
Federation and its affiliates
across the world,
including the National
Assembly of Women in
Britain.The groups
understand that the
oppression of women “is
determined by a
warmongering capitalist
system rooted in the
exploitation of labour,
much of it performed by
low-paid and unpaid
women and girls.

Britain’s Communists
also discussed the Gender
Recognition Reform Bill
passed by the Scottish
Parliament but vetoed by
the British government on
grounds it conflicts with
Britain-wide Equality Act
obligations.It is being
charged that the SNP
government rejected all
the warnings and
amendments designed to
stay within the Scotland
Act and Britain-wide
equalities legislation, hell-
bent on contriving a
constitutional crisis.But
this reckless, divisive
approach backfired as the
Tory government in
London grabbed another
opportunity to fight the so-
called culture wars.

The Welsh government
must not follow the
Scottish government into
the constitutional cul-de-
sac of gender self-ID, but
instead use its existing
powers to strengthen the
law against anti-trans
discrimination and
enhance the access of trans
people to specialised
services.The communist
party’s is commited to
maintain single-sex spaces
and services for women,
while also respecting trans
people and meeting their
particular needs.
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assurances given at the
time of bifurcation or over
the enormous hike in the
price of cooking gas
cylinders. The cylinder
which was costing Rs 400
in 2014 is today costing Rs
1150, Dr Narayayna said.

Party state council
secretary K Ramakrishna
in his address questioned
the action of the state
government to arrest the
leaders of the party
throughout the state after
giving police permission for
holding the dharna. The
declaration of GO No 1 by
the state government has
put the state under police
Raj and democracy is
being dismantled in the
state. He wondered how
the demand for
implementation of
assurances given by the
chief minister can amount

to extremist activity.
Pointing out that the

Director General of police
in the state,Rajendranath
Reddy, is behaving in the
most undemocratic way,
the party state council
secretary urged upon the
chief justice of High Court
to stop police excesses in
the state. The state police
has become a puppet in
the hands of Jaganmohan
Reddy. He also demanded
that the state government
must allot two cents of
land in urban areas and
three cents of land in rural
areas for construction of
houses. As prices of
cement and sand are
continuously increasing,
Rs 180000 are not sufficient
to construct a house and
therefore he demanded Rs
5 lakhs for each house
construction. He warned
that If houses are not

allotted by March 15,
beneficiaries are going to
occupy them.

MuppallaNageshwera
Rao, party state assistant
secretary while addressing
reminded that after the
failure to fulfill the
assurances given by Dr YS
Rajashekara Reddy,
former chief minister, CPI
under the leadership of Dr
K Narayana occupied
thousands of acres of
house sites. Several waste
lands were also occupied.
He also questioned the
government how it is
justified to say that if
houses are not constructed
in one cent land welfare
schemes would be
stopped.

CPI state assistant
s e c r e t a r y
JVSatyanarayana Murthy
in his addressstated that as
per one district collector

even Rs 5 lakh amount is
not sufficient for one house
construction. If so he
wondered how it is possible
to construct the house in Rs
180000. Murthy has also
reminded that
Jaganmohan Reddy had
given several such
assurances during his
padayatra throughout the
state.

Jalli Wilson while
addressing stated that CPI
always stood in support of
the poor. It is waging
militant battles for house
sites, built-up houses and
cultivable lands. He
demanded to implement
the assurances given by
the chief minister during
his padayatra.

Akkineni Vanaja, party
national executive member
while addressing stated
that even after 75 years of
independence the poor do
not have shelter. The
government should allot
pukka houses to the

shelterless. It is delayingthe
allotment of TIDCO
houses.

The dharna was also
addressed by Obulesu,
Harinath Reddy, G
Eashwaraiah and
JangalaAjoy Kumar,party
state secretariat members,
R Ravindranath,
Donepudi Shankar,K
Ramanjaneyulu,Penumatsa
D u r g a B h a v a n i ,
Manoharnaidu, state
executive members and
Ch Koteshwar Rao, NTR
district secretary, G
Koteshwar Rao
Vijayawada city secretary
and leaders of mass
organisations.

Several memorandums
collected from the
beneficiaries of TIDCO
scheme were handed over
to Dr K Narayana and
R a m a k r i s h n a .  
C h a n d r a n a y a k ,
Penchalaiah and Naseer,
all leaders of state IPTA,
enthused the audience
with revolutionary songs.

From Last Page
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– Compiled by C. Adhikesavan

On RecoOn RecoOn RecoOn RecoOn Reco rrrrrddddd      . . .. . .. . .. . .. . .
Unemployment rate in India inched

higher to 7.45% in February 2023 from 7.14%
in January 2023, taking the total number
of unemployed in the country to 33 million
compared to 31.5 million in January. This
is on the back of a significant increase in rural
unemployment after it was on a decline in
the preceding four months, the Centre
for Monitoring Indian Economy
said.According to CMIE’s weekly labour
market analysis, last month saw a
marginal improvement in India’s labour
participation rate to 39.92% in February
compared to 39.8% in January 2023
resulting in an increase in the labour force
from 440.8 million to 442.9 million. – The
Economic Times, March 9.

***
The Department of Agriculture and

Farmers’ Welfare, which comes under
the Agriculture Ministry, surrendered
Rs 44,015.81 crore of its budget during
the last three years, as it could not fully
utilise its allocation, according to a
Parliamentary Standing Committee
report tabled in Lok Sabha. “The
Committee note from the reply of the
Department that funds have been
surrendered amounting to Rs 23,824.54
crore, Rs 429.22 crore and Rs 19,762.05 crore
during 2020-21, 2021-22 and 2022-23
(tentative), respectively,” the report stated.

“That means Rs 44,015.81 crore in total have
been surrendered by the department in these
years.”—The  Indian Express, March 14.

***
Demanding the return of the Old Pension

Scheme (OPS), nearly 17 lakh employees of
the Maharashtra government, including semi-
government, doctors, medical services staff,
teachers, and non-teaching staff have joined
the protest across the state.

The strike has begun to impact government
functioning across states, including hospitals,
schools, ongoing exams, and district offices.

The Maharashtra government employee’s
federation and Gazetted officers’ association
also extended their support to the strike. – India
Today, March 14.

***
The finance minister told Parliament

about the public notices circulated by the
RBI in this regard, stating that the Centre
as well as RBI, have often cautioned people
regarding cryptocurrencies. Crimes related
to cryptocurrencies amounted to ¹ 953.70
crore so far, union finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman told Parliament. – The
Hindustan Times, March 14.

***
India in abundance of foodgrains but

the 97 crore  of them are unable to afford
healthy diet. India home to almost one-
third of 307 crore people who cannot
afford healthy diet worldwide,
according to report by UN Food and
Agriculture Organisation.

The decline in multi-dimentional
poverty in absolute terms was fastest  in
the poorest states like Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh and Jharkhand. As an example,
in Bihar it declined from 77.4 per cent
in 2005-6 to 52.4 per cent in 2015-16 and
then to 34.7 per cent in 2019-20 as per
the UNDP report dated October 17, 2022.
The decline is a steep by any standards
and also the major reason behind
electoral success of BJP. This the price of

Modi years. In Global Hunder Index 2022,
India ranked 107 out of 121 countries
globally.  – The Times of India, October 17.

CHANDIGARH: A
massive rally by Anti-
Fascist Front comprising
CPI, CPI(ML) Liberation,
RMPI, CPI(ML) New
Democracy, MCPI(U),
I n q l a b i K e n d e r
(Revolutionary Centre),
and Punjab Jamhuri
Morcha (Punjab
Democratic Front) was held
in open lawns of Deshbhagat
Memorial Complex
Jalandhar.

The Presidium
comprising Hardev
Singh Arshi, Ajmer
Singh, Rattan Singh
Randhawa, Narayan
Dutt, Rajvinder Rana,
Harmel Singh and
Gurmit Singh guided the
proceedings of great
mobilisation by left
parties.

Addressing the huge
gathering from all walks

Anti Fascist Front Stages Massive Rally
Against Grave Threat to Constitution, Tricolour

of people, Bant Singh
Brar, Mangat Ram Pasla,
Darshan Khattkar,
Gurmit Singh
Bakhtupura, Kanwaljit
Khanna, Sucha Singh and
Mangat Ram Longowal
said that fascistic actions
of Modi government are
posing grave threat to
Constitution and
Tricolour Flag of India.

Modi governmentis
misusing independent
constitutional institutes
like Supreme Court,
Election Commission,
CBI and ED to persecute
its political opponents
and left intellectuals and
to put them behind bars.

Modi governmentis
undermining secular
tenet of the Constitution
and targeting the
minorities. People are
being divided on caste,

community, and
regional lines. Brazen
policy of one religion,
one language, one
market, one culture, and
saffronisation of
everything is being
pushed forward.

The left leaders of
Punjab said that Modi
governmenthas seized
control of Punjab river
waters, BBMB, capital of
Chandigarh, and border
areas upto 50 kms.

To polarise votes in
Punjab, Khalistan
slogans are being aided
and abated. This
dangerous course of
Modi governmentis
fraught with steps
pushing Punjab to dark
decade of 1980s.

Speakers said that
federal structure of the
country, specially in
context of Punjab, is
being undermined. In
Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
West Bengal, Telangana,
and Punjab, BJP
governors are being used
to obstruct democratic
and constitutional
functioning of state
governments.

All the speakers
declared that people of
the country along with
Punjab will not allow
India to be under Hindu
Taliban rule like in
Afghanistan. The brave
people of Punjab will
certainly resist any such
attempt.

Communist leaders
said that Modi
government in
frustrationis trying to

misuse the Central
agencies against farmer
leaders in effort to isolate
and denigrate the Kisan
Movement. Such
despicable designs can
not stop the farmers from
raising their voice
demanding their
democratic rights and
justice. They have
decided to protest in
near future.

Among hundreds of
CPI workers and leaders
were Bhupinder Samber,
Bant Brar, Hardev Arshi,
Jagroop Singh, Nirmal
D h a l i w a l ,
PirthipalMarhimegha,
Gulzar Goria, Narinder
Sohal, Amarjit Asal,
Sukhjinder Mahesari,
Mohinderpal and almost
all district secretaries
and state executive
members.

Gurnam Kanwar
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CPI national council secretary Dr K Narayana addressing the dharna

C o m m u n i s t
Party of
I n d i a

national council
secretary Dr K Narayana
along with Andhra
Pradesh state council
secretary K Ramakrishna
demanded immediate
handing over of
completed TIDCO
houses to the
beneficiaries and
sanctioning of Rs 5 lakhs
for the construction of
each house to be built in
Jagananna colony. The
party leaders warned
that if the above issues
are not solved within 15
days, the party will
intensify the agitation.

The party leaders
were addressing
participants of
MahaDharna, organized
in response to call given
by Andhra Pradeshstate
council of the party. The
dharna was held at
Dharna Chowk in
Vijayawada on March 2,
2023. Participants from
various districts could

Ram Narsimha Rao
reach Dharna Chowk
despite many arrests and
house arrests.  Police has
arrested many
beneficiaries, leaders of
CPI and mass
organisations at various
placesincluding in buses,
vehicles and trains.

In Vijayawada in
many routes barricades
were erected and a
number of police

personnel were
deployed.Despite such
repressive measures, the
government could not
deter the determination
of demonstrators. Many
women comrades too
participated in the
dharna with baby in one
arm and party’sRed Flag

in the other hand.
Jalli Wilson, former

MLC and state
secretariat member of the
party presided over the
dharna meeting.

Party national council
secretary Dr KNarayana
while addressing stated
that it is most unjustified
to arrest party state
council secretary K
Ramakrishna, who was
coming to lead the
dharna on the problems
of poor. He also made it
clear that demonstrators
are not looters whereas
corrupt leaders are in
YSRCP and with
Jaganmohan Reddy.

He pointed out that
TIDCO houses are being
built with people’s
money. One does not
understand why
Jaganmohan Reddy is
not handing over the
built houses to the
beneficiaries. In
factJaganmohan Reddy
had assured that 30 lakh
houses would be
distributed to the

shelterless but now he is
depriving the poor
leading them to more
miseries by causing
inordinate delay. He also
recalled that earlier he
had observed that one
cent or 1-5 cents of land
is not enough for
construction of a house
for which he was
ridiculed by leaders of
YSRCP.

Dr K Narayana further
said that when the
beneficiaries were
demanding to implement
the assurances given by
the chief minister, the
government is using police
force to suppress the
movement.Jaganmohan
Reddy is having only one
year time. In this period he
has to complete 29 lakh
houses and distribute them
to the beneficiaries. 

It is very unfortunate
that Jaganmohan Reddy
does not have the guts to
put pressure on the
government at the Centre
to implement the

On Page 14

AP CPI DHARNA FOR
ALLOTMENT OF TIDCO HOUSES
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