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PATNA: The two-day mass satyagraha and ‘ Jail
Bharo’ movement of the Bihar state council of the
Communist Party of Indiaon June8and 9, 2023 suc-
cessfully concluded at thedistrict headquarterswith
the slogan ‘BJP Hatao,DeshBachao’ .Despite the
scorching heat, morethan onelakh workersand sym-
pathizers participated in the agitation and courted
arrest. Through the movement, the party could ex-
posethe anti-people policies of the BJP government
at the Centre. It was resolved to do everything pos-
sibletoremovetheBharatiyaJanata Party gover nment
from power at the Centrein the 2024 L okSabha el ec-

tions.

Thepreparationfor the
movement started onApril
14 itself, the day of birth
anniversary of DrBhimRao
Ambedkar. Village-to-vil-
lage march wastaken out.
Street meetingswereorga-
nized. Publicity wasspread
through jeep jathas. The
srategy of themovementwas
chalked out by the

meetingsof theparty branch,
zonal andzillaparishad com-
mittees. For thepreparation
of themovement, party state
council secretary
Ramnaresh Pandey visited
thedistrictsrepeatedly, took
partinthezill gparishad meet-
ingsand preparedtheoutline
of themovement.
Thistypeof movementis
seenin Bihar after along
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time. With thismovement,
theinfluenceof theCommu-
nist Party of India has
increased alot among the
general public. Thismove-
ment hasbecomeatopic of
discussionamongthecom-
mon peopleinBihar.

Inthefirst phase, onJune
8and9, theprogrammewas
organized in 30 out of 38
districtsof Bihar, inwhich
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tomorrowinany state.
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Communist Party of Indiageneral secretary D Rajaassur ed Delhi chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal that theparty would opposetheanti-peopleDelhi
Ordinanceof theCentral gover nment bothinsideand outsidePar liament when
thelatter called on him at CPI central headquarters, Ajoy Bhavan, in New
Delhi on June 14, 2023. D Rajamadeit clear that theOrdinanceunder mines
theprinciplesof feder alism and such thingshappeningin Delhi today can happen

Alongwith D Raja, party national council secretariesDr K Narayana, Dr
B K Kango, RamkrushnaPanda, Delhi statecouncil secretary Dinesh Var shney
and national council member Shankarlal wer epresent at themeeting. Kgjriwal
wasaccompanied by AAPM PsSanjay Singh and Raghav Chadha.

Massive Response to CPI Call for Satyagraha
More than One Lakh People Join Agitation in Bihar
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Kirnesh Kumar

themovement wassuccess-
fully completed in 29
districts.Ineight districts—
Begusarai, Madhubani,
Saharsa, Banka, Darbhanga,
Gaya, Nawadaand Shivhar
—satyagrahawill beheldin
the second phase on June
20. Duetomunicipal elec-
tionsinthesedigtrictsonJune
8 and 9,it was decided to
postponethemovement to
June 20.

A large number of
women, farmlabourersand
youth participated in the
agitationamidst thescorch-
ing sun and 44-45 degree
temperature. Work has
cometoastandstill in most
of thedistrict collectorates
of thestatefortwodays. The
agitators had jammed the
gateof thecollectoratesfrom
teninthemorning. Inmany
districts, thepolicehadto
strugglealotinarrestingthe
agitators.

OnJune8, the Commu-
nist Party of Indiaorganized
atwo-day masssatyagraha
andjail bharowiththeslo-
gan ‘BJP Hatao,Desh
Bachao’ at thedistrict head-
quarters as part of a
state-wide programme
against the Central
government’santi-people
policies, privatisation, de-
mocracy and the attack on
the Constitution by the BJP
government. Onthefirstday
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of themovement, demon-
strationswereheld at more
thantwodozendistrict head-
guartersof thestate, thegate
of thedistrict collectorates
wasjammed and thousands
of party workersand sup-
portersprotestedinvarious
districtsincluding Saran,
Gopalganj, Sheikhpura. In
Sheikhpuradidtrict, agitators
werearrested under thelead-
ership of Superintendent of
Police and agitatorswere
kept under arrest in three
policestations.

On the first day of the
movement, onJune§, court
arrest programmewasheld
at morethantwodozendis-
trict headquarters of the
state. In Patna, state secre-
tariat member Ramlala
Singh, executive
membersGajanfarNabab,
Ajay Kumar, district secre-
tary Vishwajit Kumar ledthe
agitation. In East
Champaran, state secre-
tariat member Rambabu
Kumar, district secretary
VishwanathYadav, Sambhu
Sharan Singhledtheprotest-
ers. In Samastipurstate
secretariat member
Ramchandra Mahto and
district secretary Surendra
Kumar SinghMunnal edthe
agitation. In Muzaffarpur,
state secretariat member
Ajay Kumar Singhanddis-
trict secretary Ramkishore
Jhaledthemovement.
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Therehad beentall promisesmadeby the
RSS-BJPgovernment asearly asin 2019to
offer onlineinfrastructureand I nternet connec-
tivitythroughthe' Digitd India programmewith
avisiontotransformthecountry intoadigi-
tally-empowered society witharichknowledge
economy. It wasto beready for publicaccess
by 2022. Morethan half of 2023isover, but
country isyet to seethefulfillment of theam-
bitiousgoal.

Keralahasturnedthedreamsintoreality
and hasbecomethefirst stateinthe country
toenter theprocessof fourthrevolution, next
toelectronic, thetransitiontodigitalization,
which ensurestheuniversal digital access.
Universal internet connectionswould bepro-
videdthrough Fiber Optic Network project.
Anestimated 20lakhbel ow poverty linefamilies
will getitfree. Itistonarrow downthedigital
divide. Threeyearsback, United Nationshad
passed aresol utionrecogni zinginternet access
asbasichumanright. Thevery fact that through
productiveforces, socioeconomicformations
cometoexistence, ensuresthat thebasicright
tointernetistherighttoenter thedigital world
whichknowsnolimits. It opensuptheworld
based not on production, but knowledge. The
el ectronic movementismorebrainlikeand
almost similar to consciousnessthantothe
physical labour process. Machinesaregetting
identifiedwiththeprocessesinthebrain. Itis
notthemeansof theindividual labour. Itislabour
itself, of theworker, whoisamediating fac-
tor. Thesignificanceof thisfactisfar reaching,
withimplicationsinfluencing present andfu-
tureboth. Karl Marx had said morethantwo
centuriesback that thefixed capital initsuse
valuegoesbeyondthedefinitionof capital. It
isnot only that. Under theimpact of electronic
revolutionwhichKeralaisundergoing, new
horizonsareopeningandthey areyettobe

Kerala on Verge of Digital Revolution

defined. Itisinfact quantumrevolutionunder
whichfundamental transformationsaregoingon,
wherecommodity and capital asalsothelabour
aregettingtransformedsincesignals, rays, signs
and imagesare not the part of modernworld,
whichissteppingout of it.

Thesettingup of thevastinfrastructural con-
text, that would beproviding internet, evento
thefar off partsof thestateliketribal areasin
Wayanad and other places, away fromthemain-
stream information flow has been already
accomplished. Theresponsibility of cabling,
stretchingto 34,961 kms, hasbeenrenderedto
theinfrastructure of KeralaState Electricity
Board (KSEB). KFON isjoint ventureof the
K SEB and K erala State | nformation Technol -

ogy InfrastructureLtd (KSITIL). KFON has
been granted aninfrastructureprovider (1P) li-
censeby DoT which approvedit asaninternet
serviceprovider. Theblueprint saysthat 14000
BPL familiesspread over 140assembly constitu-
enciesaretargeted presently withhundredfamilies
ineach of them. Alongwithall thisthegovern-
ment hasa solaunchedadigitd literacy programme
fromthelowestlevel sinthesociety throughlo-
cal bodiesto ascertainthat every member of the
society isequipped to access basic services
throughtheinternet. Each of thehouseholdwould
beentitledto1.5GB dataevery day at 15Mbps
speed. Inthesecondphase, internet serviceswoul d
beavailableat affordableprices. All thesesteps
ensurethat Keralawill initiatethechangefrom
below, at thegroundlevel, inthe context of ac-
cessandopportunities. Freeinternet connections
for BPL familiesand governmentinstitutionsare
just ashare of Rs1548 crore KFON project,

therestwouldbemonetized. In2022, theLDF
government had formed acommitteetolook
intothepossibilitiesof monetization of thenet-
work. KFON hasatotal of 48 fibersout of
which 22 would be used by the network it-
self, and K SEB al so using some. Rest canbe
|eased out.

Infact thestateof K eralahasbeentheonly
oneamong thosefew who dared to opt for
higher connectivity. Slowlyithasevolvedand
now plansarethereto equip eventhosefrom
thelower depths.

Thedigital accessistobemadeavailable
universally. InKerala, thegovernment offices
havealready introduced digital servicesand
singlewindow portals. I nternet usevariescon-
siderably by education level, which can
accentuatesocio-economicinequalities. Dif-
ferences in education also affect online
activities. Remotework andeducationarethe
main purposesof | nternet useamong house-
holds whose heads have at |east tertiary
education. Meanwhile, instant messagingis
themost preval ent useamong househol dswith
arespondent withonly primary education.

Therearea sothoseslow mobility regions
whereonly internet can providecommunica
tionlikeintheCOVID days. Itwasonly digital
technol ogy that cametoassistinthoseremote
areas.

It hasbeen shown that higher connectiv-
ity tothelnternetisrelatedto higher labour
forceparticipation, employment mobility, job
creation, and thentheoverall job growth.
Internet access also enables access to
critical publicserviceslikeeducation, hos-
pital sand other medical facilities, andfinally
thebas cessentid likestrengtheningeconomic
andsocial resilience.

CPI Demands Early Elections in J&K

JAMM U: Communist Party of Indianational
council secretary and former RayaSabhamem-
ber Azeez Pashaexpressed deep concernover
thedelay inrestoring thedemocratic processin
Jammuand Kashmir.

Addressing theparty’s Jammuand Kashmir
state council meetinginJammu onJune8, Pa-
shasaidthat theentireareahasbeenreeling under
bureaucraticrulesince2018 and thegovernment
isstill innomoodto holdthelongoverdueas-
sembly elections.

Pashasaidthat in theabsence of an elected
New Age Weekly

representati vegovernment, thepeopl eof Jammu
and Kashmir havebeen sufferingimmensely. He
saidthat therestoration of democratic process
and statehood for theregion areamong thetop
prioritiesof CPI.

Pashapointed out that unemploymentinthe
region hasreached unprecedentedlevels.

Hesaidthat thetall claimsof thegovernment
about the big corporate housesmaking invest-
mentsintheregionarefarce.

Party statecouncil secretary GM Mizrabsaid
that the secular forcesmust put up aunited show

to defeat the communal and divisiveagendaof
BJP. Hewanted theparty’snational |eadership
tomobilisethesecular and like-minded parties
tomount pressureon the Central dispensation
for holdingtheassembly el ectionsin Jammuand
Kashmir.

Themeetingwaspresided over by senior party
leader and national council member Rakesh
Sharma.

Prominent among otherswho attended the
meeting included AmarJeet Singh, Ashwani
Kapoor, GM Bhat, ManzoorDai koo and Abdul
Aziz.m
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very generation
has the right to
interpret

history.German philosopher,
author, social theorist and
economist Karl Marx also
reminded us, “History re-
peatsitself: first asatragedy,
second asafarce.” Hence,
lessonsof history guideusto
avoidthepitfallsof thepast.

Historiography hasun-
dergone many
transformations. Western
historianssaw history ina
linear fashion—inwhichman
wentfrombeingacaveman
toapost-modernone. Thus,
accordingtoWestern histo-
rians, historyisaprogressive
journey from one stageto
another.

Othershavedoubtedthis
narrative: they havepointed
outthefall of mighty empires,
like the Egyptian and the
Roman, theMayan andthe
Aztec ones. Some have
noted theupsand downs of
history, from the mighty
Roman EmpiretotheDark
Ages. Many haveseen his-
tory asastring of dynasties,
kings, queensand emperors.
Thisisthemost popularform
of teaching history—full of
individuas, datesandevents.

Marxist historiansdidnot
seehistory fromtop-down,
but from bottom-up. To
them, individuals don’t
changethecourseof history;
movementsdo. They began
seeing history fromthepoint
of view of thecommonman.
They tried to discover the
voiceof thevoiceless, the
faceof thefaceless. Insuch
histories, theGreat Pyramids
of Egypt and the Pharaohs
were not important. What
was important were the
peoplewho built the pyra-
mids; the technology, the
scienceand the mathemati-
cal precisonwhichwasused
tobuildawonder of thean-
cientworld.

However, itisonething
tointerpret history, another
toeraseit fromtextbooks.

TheNational Council of
Educational Research and
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History is not for Erasing,
It is to Belong

Training (NCERT) hasre-
cently released anew set of
textbooks for middle and
high school students. The
new ‘edition’ of textbooks
has deleted chapters on
Mughal history; this has
raised astorm.

Theissueisnot aboutthe
competency of theNCERT
tochangethecontentsof the
syllabus. Theissueisabout
the consequences of such
deletion of our history—a
history whichisnotonly glo-
rious, but al so continuous.

Beforemasking partsof
our history, the NCERT

Marxist historians do not see history from
top-down, but from bottom-up. To them, indi-
viduals don’t change the course of history;
movements do. They began seeing history
from the point of view of the common man.

essential toknow wherewe
comefrom. Mankindisnot
only forwardlooking, but
also backward looking.
Jamaicanpolitical activist
Marcus Garvey said, “A
peoplewithout the knowl-
edge of their past history,
originand culturesislikea
treewithout roots.”

Itisimperativefor chil-
drentoknow about thetrials
andtribulations, andthetri-
umphsof our past. Where
didwecomefrom?Howdid
wedevelop asapeople, as
asociety and asanation?
Wherearewegoing?Brit-
ish statesman, soldier, and

Justice R.S. Chauhan
(Rtd)

Christianscomefrom?How
andwhendid Jainismand
Sikhismemerge?What are
thedifferent customsinthe
country? What prompted
thesecustomsto becreated?
History runsinto sociology
and anthropol ogy, philoso-
phy andthearts, literature
andlinguigtics. Ittellsuswho
weareandwhy wearethe
way weare.

Thirdly, history teachesus

about themistakesand mis-
haps of the past. Welearn

They tried to discover the voice of the voice-
less, the face of the faceless. In such
histories, the Great Pyramids of Egypt and
the Pharaohs were not important. What was
important were the people who built the pyra-

mids...

should have asked a few
important questions: why do
we study history? What
would betheconsequences
of erasing partsof our his-
tory?Wouldsuchdeliberate
gapsenlightenour citizens?
Wouldtheeliminationof a
certain period of history
strengthen or weaken our
nation? If the goal of the
governmentistostrengthen
the nation, to ensure
“ sabkasaath, sabkavikaas”’,
thenthedeleting of our his-
tory is a self-defeating
proposition.

History istaught not to
burden students, but to en-
lighten them. Firstly, itis

writer SirWinston Churchill
washotwrongwhenhesaid,
“Thefarther backwardyou
canlook, thefarther forward
youarelikelytosee.” Thus,
the knowledge of history
placesusinatimecapsule.

Secondly, it teachesus
about our own country and
culture. Wheredidthecaste
systemcomefrom?How did
the Sanatan Dharmagrow?
When didtheBhakti move-
ment begin?Why areNorth
and SouthIndiasodifferent?
What aretheoriginsof the
differentlanguagesinindia?

Wherediddifferentcom-
munities, such as the
Muslims, theParsis, andthe

about the horrors of the
Holocaust, about the catas-
trophe of theatomic bomb.
As Spanish—-American phi-
|osopher, essayist, poet and
novelist George Santayana
said, “Those who cannot
remember thepast arecon-
demnedtorepeatit.”

Fourthly, history reveals
the plurality of the world
around us. It tellsusabout
different cultures and
civilisations, different con-
cernsandsolutions; itreveds
thereasonsfor theway the
peopleare. Welearn about
the Greek and Roman
civilisations, about their

emphasis on rhetoric and
scientifictemper, about their
tragicplaysanddemocratic
city-States. We see how
different setsof peoplehave
triedto solvetheproblem of
widows in their society.
WhiletheChristianworld
assignedtheirwidowstothe
nunneries, thelslamicworld
permittedthemtore-marry;
we assigned them to the
flames, or to the temple
towns. Human problems
formacommondenomina-
tor in different times and
places. Instead of reinvent-
ingthewheel, welearnfrom
others' solutions.

Fifthly, history opensour
world vision; we become
more accepting of other
cultures, of their valuesys-
tems, of their lifestyle. Once
weremember that [damwas
bornintheharsh desert of
Arabia, we can appreciate
certainldlamictraditions: of
eating together— lack of
water did not permitthemto
haveutensilsfor eachindi-
vidud; theirloveforthegreen
colour— greeninthedesert
symbolisedlife; theirlovefor
fountainsandflowingwater
inthelr gardens—water was
life, water wasparadise.

Sixthly, thestudy of his-
tory cultivatesthe habit of
looking at afact frommul-
tiple pointsof views. The
samefact may havediffer-
entinterpretations: theevents
of 1857 inNorthernIndia
arecalleda”“ mutiny” by the
English. Yet, for us, itisthe
“firstwar of independence”.
Mutineerssuddenly turninto
freedomfighters. Similarly,
the Japanese—American
conflict duringthe Second
WorldWar hastwo differ-
ent and opposite
interpretations, depending
onwhether oneisreading

On Page 10
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Central Party School for Women in Delhi

A six-day central party
school for women cadresin
Hindi medium was held in
AjoyBhavan, New Delhi,
from June 5 to 10 (2023).
It was attended by 27 com-
rades from Delhi, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Haryana, Punjab, West
Bengal among others. They
were drawn from various

levels of mass
organisations of the
partylike the AITUC,

BKMU, NFIW and others.
It washeld after along gap,
and as such was an impor -
tant effort.

The school was inaugu-
rated by Azeez Pasha,
member of national secre-
tariat of CPI. Emphasizing
theurgent need for political
and ideological training of
women cadres and of cad-
resin general, he described
the general and critical po-
litical situationinthecountry
and underlined the need to
fight therightwing commu-
nal propaganda. Karnataka
has taught the communal

forces a lesson. Indiais
among the lowest in living
standardsindex. Daily, some
350 persons are giving up
Indian citizenship. Hatefeel -
ings are being generated
under BJP regime. A false
propagandaisbeing carried
on around the G20 confer-
ence. He called upon the
participantsto study Marx-
ism-Leninism, CPI's
program and policies and
alternatives for the future.

Those present included
Krishna Jha,Yugal Rayalu
andAnil Rajimwale.

Subjects

The participants were
taught awidevariety of sub-
jects, such as: What is
Marxism, by Krishna Jha;
Political Economy of Capi-
talism, by YugalRayalu;
World Communist Move-
ment, by Amit Kumar; Varna,
Caste and Class in Indian
Society, by R Dayal; Threat
from Communal-fascism, by
AshwaniBakshi; CPI His-
tory, by Anil Rajimwale; CPI
Programand Policies, by Dr

Anil Rajimwale

Kango; History of NFIW, by
SupriyaChotani; CPI and
Gender Question, by Annie
Raja.

There were enthusiastic
and animated discussions
throughout the school, and
comradestook great amount
of interest. A large number
of booksweresold. Notesfor
thelectureswerecirculated
and discussed.

Comradestook partinthe
morning walksto keepthem-
selvesfit.

A five-member school
committeewaselected by the
participants, with
Shyamasree Dasasmonitor.

Review session

CPI general secretary D
Raja addressed the partici-
pants of the school inits
review sessionand congratu-
lated them for working hard
tomaketheschool asuccess.
Hesaid that the party isnow
paying moreattentionto po-
litical/ideol ogical education.

The slogan of
‘InquilabZindabad’ (longlive
revolution) should be fol-
lowedinreal senseby putting
into practice education and
other work.

D Raja pointed out that
the 24" CPI congress had
identified at | east threefea-
tures: class, caste and
patriarchy, to be dealt with
andresolved. The BJP gov-
ernment hasbeentakingthe
country back to the days of
‘“Manusmriti’. They want that
thegirlsshould marry early
and become mothers early,
whichisthephilosophy of the
RSS that follows the ideol-
ogy of patriarchy.

It reflects the plight
women are facing. We need
to promote as many women
aspossibleat all levelsof the
party and mass organiza-
tions. It is good that the
participants asked a large
number of questionsand took
interest in the proceedings.
More such schools are nec-
essary to inculcate the
communist consciousness.

Hecalled uponthemto con-
vey their experiencestotheir
children and others. Women
cannot be deprived of their
dueroleasthey share half of
thepopulation. They arelike
theinspirationfor themasses
to move forward. Marx had
Jenny, hiswife, asinspiration,
and Lenin had Krupskaya.

Inthe meeting were also
present DrKango, RK
Panda, and Azeez Pasha,
national secretariat members
andAnnieRaja, YugalRayalu
andAnilRajimwale.

The school had a very
encouraging and enthusias-
ticreview session. Each one
of theparticipantsspokeout,
describing her experiences.
They said they learnt alot.
Now they want to take it
forward. They will organize
schoolsintheir areas. They
al so gave many suggestions.
Someof thestates, whichdid
not send any, should take
note.

The next women cadres’
school will beheldin English
in Hyderabad from 17 to 22
June (2023). &

ket #he Others Say...

Milesto go

India’ seconomy isfirmly out of thethroesof the pandemic blues,
the higher-than-expected 7.2 per cent GDP growth last year could
actually bean‘underestimate’, and the country isnow poisedfor a
decade, if not more, of uninterrupted 6.5-7 per cent growth, evenif
nofurther reformsareundertaken. Thiswasthekey messagefrom Chief
EconomicAdviser (CEA) V. AnanthaNageswaran’sprognosisof the
stateof theeconomy, conveyedtoindustry |leaderslast week. TheCEA's
elaborateelucidation ontheeconomy’sbright prospectscanwell be
seen asafresh official nudgeto the private sector to stop worrying
andrestartinvesting. At thesametime, hiscomment that theeconomy
couldbeon‘auto-pilot’ mode, may beahint that the appetiteforim-
portant pendingreformssuchasrationaisingthe GST structureor fixing
archaicfactor marketlawsislow, at leasttill the2024 L ok Sabhael ection.

With sectorssuch assteel and cement seeing higher capacitiesin
action, sectionsof industry may well start|loosening the pursestrings
soon but abroad-based revival may takelonger and needsmoreac-
tionsto buttressthe confidence-building. That Indiahasnow recovered
fromtheCovid-19hit ontheeconomy, marked by a5.8 per cent GDP
contractionin 2020-21, isgood. But returning to the pre-pandemic
trajectory isnot enough— remember that growth had slid for seven
successivequarterseven beforethepandemiclockdowns. Theeconomy
grew just 3.9 per centin 2019-20 from 6.5 per centintheyear be-
fore, andthequality of therecovery thusfar remainsuneven. Unless
privateinvestment recoversfirmly and revsupjob creationfor mil-
lionsof youth, demand growth shall not sustainenoughto createthe
virtuouscyclethegovernmentisbetting on. If Indiawantsto encash
theworld’'sChina-plus-onesupply chain quest, that intentisnot often
matched by actions. Misadventuressuchashighimport tariffsandthe
complex ‘angel tax’ oninboundinvestmentsapart, evenfailingtofix
anonlineservicetoregister anew company doesnot engender inves-

tor confidence. Beforetheeconomic enginecan betruly on*auto pi-
lot" mode, thegovernment must desi st from unnecessary tinkeringwith
itscalibrationsand create conduciveconditionsfor asmooth and swift,
hurdle-free passagefor valueandjob creators.

Courtesy: TheHindu
Sons of the soil

Dogwhistlesinlndian politicsarecommon. Yet,Assam’sCM Himanta
BiswaSarmamanaged todraw attentionwithanew variety, “fertiliser
jihad”. Inhispublic speeches, hehaslinked thisattack totheadverse
impact of fertiliserson soil quality and human health. Thekey point
hereisthat there’sadifference betweenfertiliser use, whichisoneof
thepillarsonwhichIndia sfood security rests, andfertiliser overuse.
Theoveruseor irrational use haslessto dowiththecommunity iden-
tity of farmers. Instead, it hasalot to dowith thesubsidy policy.

Indiasubsidisesfertiliserstoimproveyields. Fertiliser subsidy in
the budget estimatesfor 2023-24 was?* 1. 75 lakh crore, about 43%
of theoverall subsidy bill of about * 4lakh crore. Subsidiesfor food
andfertilisers, whicharelinked, makeup almost 90% of the subsidy
bill. Therefore, Sarma’ spositiononfertilisersisinconsistentwithGOI’s
encouragement of their use. Indeed, we haveaproblemwith alop-
sidedapproachtofertiliser use. However, that’ stheresult of thesubsidy
policy that hasresultedin excessiveureause. Theanswer toitissub-
sidy reform. Blaming farmersismeaningless.

Sarma’sstand, if followed widely, can underminefood security as
alternativestofertiliserscannot beunveiled at short notice. Everyone
needstolearnfrom Sri Lanka sexperience. In 2021, their govern-
ment bannedimport of syntheticfertilisersand pesticides. Itwasfollowed
by asharpfall inagricultural output and food shortages. It may not be
possibleto end dogwhistlesinindian politics, butit’sineveryone's
interest to ensurethat nothing compromisesindia sfood security that’s
been built over decades. There' sastrong casetorationalisefertiliser
use. L et that be guided by science.

Courtesy: The Timesof India
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he global jobs
gap in 2023
would be 453

million, which amountsto
11.7 per cent, more than
doublethelevel of current
gap. Itwouldbemuchhigher
amongwomen at 14.5 per
centthanmenat 9.8 per cent.
Thislevel of global unem-
ployment is certainly be
below the pandemiclevel,
butitwouldreflect stronger-
than-expectedresiliencein
high-incomecountriesrather
thanageneralizedrecovery
inthelabour market.

Whileprovidingthisdata
encapsulated by thelLO’s
jobsgapindicator, thelat-
est ILO Monitor on the
Worldof Work, hassaidthat
variousglobal shocksand
risks are holding back
labour market recovery,
especially in low- and
middle-incomecountries.In
developing countries, re-
sponding to the current
multiplecrisesinconstrained
by acombination of high
inflationand highinterest
rates, alongwithagrowing
risk of debt distress.

The global jobs gap of
453millionincludesboththe
191 million unemployed
peopleandanadditional 262
millionwhowant employ-
ment but do not qualify as
unemployed. Thosewithout
ajob but not classified as
unemployedinclude, forin-
stance, people who are
discouragedfromsearching
andthosecurrently unable
to take up employment at
short notice, suchaspersons
with careresponsibilities.

On the other hand,
progresshasbeenslowin
improving accessto social
protection, thereport says.
A decade haspassed since
theSocial ProtectionFloors
Recommendation,
2012(No. 202), was
adopted, yet still morethan
half of theworld’ spopula-

tionlacksaccesstoany form
of social protection.

Precipitated by thewar
inUkraineandthelingering
effects of the COVID-19
pandemic, theongoing cost-
of-living crisis has hurt
incomes and livelihoods
aroundtheworld, especialy
indevel oping countries, the
report underscored. More-
over, theglobal GDPgrowth
isexpectedtodecelerateto
2.8 per centthisyear, down
from 3.4 per centin 2022.
Thisslowdownmasksasig-
nificant divergencebetween
advanced and developing
economies.
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Without action onjobs
and social protection, low-
incomecountrieswill beleft
further behind, the report
haswarnedreferringtolow-
incomecountriesinAfrica
andArab Stateswhichare
invery bad shapeevennow,
andareunlikely torecover
to pre-pandemiclevelsof
unemployment thisyear.

L ow-income counties
will befacingthelargestjobs
gap rate at 21.5 per cent,
whiletherateinmiddle-in-
comecountries, thecategory
inwhichlndiafdls,wouldbe
slightly above 11 per cent.
Highincome countriesto
register thelowest rates, at

5

Labour Market Recovery
Faces Multiple Crisis

8.2 per cent. Low-income
countriesaretheonly coun-
try income group that has
seenalong-termriseinjobs
gaprate, from 19.1 per cent
in2005to021.5per centin
2023.

L ow-incomecountriesin
debt distressfaceajobsgap
of 25.7 per cent in 2023,
compared with 11 per cent
inthedevel oping countries,
indicatingthat financial and
fiscal constraintsare ham-
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pering their policy re-
sponses, further worsening
labour market conditions.

Somecountriesarefac-
ing particularly complexand
cascading crises, whichin-
teract with broader global
challengesand exacerbate
labour marketimpacts. They
rangefromnatural disasters
(e.g. the earthquakes in
Turkiye and Syrian Arab
Republic) tomultipleeco-
nomic shocks (e.g. in Sri
Lanka), whichhavecomeon
topof thelingering effectsof
theCOVID-19 pandemic
andtheglobal cost-of-liv-
ingcrisis.

Dr Gyan Pathak

Significantsocial protec-
tion policy gapsremainin
devel oping countries, espe-
cially in low-income
countries,includinginregard
to old-age pensions. Only
38.6 per cent of older per-
sons in
lower-middle-incomeand
23.2per centinlow-income
countriesreceiveanold-age

pension. Investinginnational
social protection systems
based on equitableand sus-
tainablefinancingfromtaxes
andsocial contributionsand
complemented by interna-
tional support where
needed, isnecessary andwill
bring economic, social and
employment benefits.

ThelLO’snew estimates
confirmthat buildingana-
tional social protectionfloor,
for example, through ex-
panding basic old-age
pensonsindeve opingcoun-
trieswouldincrease GDPper
capitain low- and lower-
middle-incomecountriesby
14.8 per centwithin10years.

Suchbasicold-agepensions
in developing countries
wouldasoreducetheshare
of thepopulationliving be-
low the US$2.15 PPP
poverty lineby 6 percentage
pointsandincreasethein-
comeshareof thebottom40
per cent of theincomedis-
tribution by 2.5 percentage
points. Furthermore, the
induced effects of basic
pensionswouldreducethe
gender gapinlabourincome
by 3.6 percentage points,
equivalent to the global
progressregisteredinthelast
15years.

The report pointed out
that therequired financial
resources for expanding
basicold-agepensionsare
largebut notinsurmountable.
For devel oping countries,
theannual cost of providing
basicold-agepensionsat the
level of national poverty lines
isequivalent tol.6 per cent
of GDP(2.3percentand 1.5
per cent of GDP for low-
income and
lower-middle-incomecoun-
tries, respectively). For
sub-SaharanAfrica, thecost
would beUS$23.3billion,
or 1.4 per cent of GDPand
approximately 12.5 per cent
of global annual official de-
vel opment assistance.

TheUN Globa Accelera-
tor on Jobs and Social
Protection, andtheGlobal
Coalitionfor Social Justice,
canbuildglobal resourcesto
achievebasicold-agepen-
sions, asonepart of areform
of theinternational financial
architecture to better ad-
dress the needs of
lower-incomecountries, the

ILO monitor concluded.m
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India’s Growth to
Decline to 6.3 per cent

World Bank expects
growthinlndiatodowdown
furtherto 6.3 per centinthe
financial year 2023-24
(ApriltoMarch). Thisisa
0.3 percentage point down-
ward revision from the
previousestimatesof 6.6 per
cent. Theinternational finan-
cial institution attributes
constrained private con-
sumptionduetohighinflation
asthemainreasonfor slow-
down. Nevertheless, it
expectslndiatocontinueto

beamongthefastest-grow-
ing economy.

InitsGlobal Economic
Prospects report, World
Bank explained that the
slowdown isattributed to
privateconsumption being
constrainedby highinflation
andrising borrowing costs,
whilegovernment consump-
tionisimpacted by fiscal
consolidation.

Nevertheless, World
Bank expectsIndia sgrowth
topick upslightly through

2025-26 asinflationmoves
back towardthemidpoint of
thetolerancerangeandre-
formspayoff.

Indiawill remainthefast-
est-growing economy in
termsof bothaggregateand
per capitaGDP of thelarg-
est EMDEs, it added.

AccordingtotheWorld
Bank, unexpectedresilience
inprivateconsumptionand
investment, and robust
growthintheservicessec-
tor in India underlie an

upwardrevisiontogrowth
in2023.

World Bank’s report
said,inlndia,whichaccounts
for three-quartersof output
in the South Asiaregion,
growth in early 2023 re-
mained below what it
achievedinthedecadebe-
forethepandemicashigher
pricesandrisingborrowing
costs weighed on private
consumption. However,
manufacturing rebounded
into 2023 after contracting
inthesecond half of 2022,
andinvestment growthre-
mained buoyant as the
government ramped up
capital expenditure. Private
investmentwasalsolikely
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boosted by increasing cor-
porateprofits.

Further, the report
added, unemployment de-
clinedto 6.8 per centinthe
first quarter of 2023, the
lowest sincetheonset of the
COVID-19pandemic, and
labor forceparticipationin-
creased. India’'s headline
consumer priceinflationhas
returned towithinthecen-
tral bank’s 2-6 per cent
toleranceband.

For thefiscal year 2024-
25, World Bank expects
GDPgrowthrateat 6.4 per
cent. Whilein2025fiscal,
thegrowthrateisexpected
at 6.5 per cent.

Morethan OnelLakh People...

From Front Page

InKhagaria, statesecre-
tariat member
Prabhashankar Singh,district
secretary Prabhakar Singh
and PuneetM ukhiyagavethe
leadership to the
programme.ln Gopal ganj
district secretary Ganesh
Singhandin Jehanabadstate

executivemember Akhilesh |
Kumar, district secretary &=

Suresh Singh and Ambika
Prasadled theagitators. In

Kaimurstateexecutivemem-

ber RavindraNathRai,
district secretary Prof Kamla
Sinha, in Bhojpurdistrict
secretary Uttam Prasad,
former Buxar MPTg narayan
Singh, former MLA
Ramashray
Singh,Madhepuradistrict
secretary Jyoteshwar Singh,
state secretariat member
Mandal Pramod Prabhakar,
Saran district secretary
Rambabu Singh, Chulhan
Prasad Singh, stateexecu-
tivemember Irfan Ahmed,
district secretary
RamchandraYadav,
Siwandistrict ecretary
TarkeshwarYadav,
Purniadistrict secretary
Vikash Chandra Mandal,
Nalandadistrict secretary
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Rajkishore Prasad,
Sheikhpuradistrict secretary
Prabhat Kumar Pandey,
state executive member
JitendraKumar anddistrict
secretary HarshitYadav, in
KatiharVinodanandSah,
Vaishalidistrict secretary

-

|

AmritGiri,Ashok Thakur,in
Arariastatesecretariat mem-
ber Vijay NarayanMishra,
district secretary Dr SR Jha,
NaushadAlamand others
|ledthemovement.

Onthesecondday of the
movement, onJune9, thou-
sandsof peopleparticipated
indifferentdistrictsof Bihar.
During the
satyagrahaprogramme,
thousandsof satyagrahisin-
cluding senior leadersand
activistsof the Communist
Party of Indiawerearrested.

Among senior party leaders
arrestedincludeCommunist
Party of Indianational ex-
ecutive member Janki
Paswan, national council
m e m b e r s
PramodPrabhakar,
RajshreeKiran, state sec-

retariat members
RamchandraM ahto,
Rambabu Kumar, Ajay
Kumar Singh and Prabha
Shankar Singh, stateexecu-
tivemembersVijay Shankar
Singh, OmprakashKranti,
Prabhat Pandey Prabhakar
Singhetc.

Thousands of people
participatedinsatyagrahaon
June8and9infront of the
district collectoratein Patna.
Herethesatyagrahawasled
by RamlalaSingh, member
of the party’s state secre-

tariat member, Ajay Kumar,
GajanfarNawab and
Vishwagjit Kumar, members
of thestateexecutive. The
participation of morethan
one lakh people in the
satyagrahaeveninadverse
weather isindicativeof the
fact that the people of the
country arefed upwiththe
BJPgovernment at theCen-

A s

tre led by NarendraM odi
and donot wanttoseeitin
power for moredays.

InBihar, theCommunist
Party of Indiaorganized a
padyatraacrossthestateto
informthe peoplethat the
BJPgovernment at the Cen-
trewasharmingthenationa
interestwithitsmisdeedsand
policies. Thegovernmentis
openly violating the
Condgtitution,suppressingthe
voiceof theoppositionand
isconspiringtochangethe
ideals and values of the

Constitution. In order to
benefit corporate and big
capitalists, common people
arebeing pushedinto prob-
lems like inflation,
unemployment, manutrition.
Itissdllingpublicsector units
toprivatehands. Regarding
all thesequestions, theCom-
munist Party of Indiais
appealingtothepublictore-
movetheBJPgovernment at
the Centre. The people of
Bihar joined thesatyagraha
and supported theremoval
of theBJPfromtheCentre.
Joiningthesatyagrahaof the
CPI, women and youth
strongly supported theslo-
gan ‘BJP
Hatao,DeshBachao’. There
wasgood participation of ru-
ral womenandyouthinthe
satyagrahaprogramme.

Party’ sstatecouncil sec-
retary Ramnaresh Pandey
congratulatedtheparty lead-
ers, workersand peopl e of
the state for making the
satyagrahaprogramme of
CPI asuccess. Hesaid that
thestrugglewill befurther
intensifiedtoremovetheBJP
government fromthe Cen-
tre. Thismovement hasgiven
the assurance that in the
2024 L okSabhael ections,
itiscertainthat BJPwill be
ousted from power at the
Centre.m
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Axing M oder n Scientific Education Paving

Way For Unscientific | deology of RSS

heDelhi Univer
sity Standing
Committee,

AcademicsandAcademic
Council havebeen degen-
eratedintoshoutingmatches.
TheDUAdministrationand
NDTF Academic council
members are forcing un-
academicrevisionsof syllabi
tabled by DU departments.
ThePhilosophy Department
wastold that they cannot
haveastandal one paper on
Dr. BRAmbedkar. Depart-
mentsarebeingtold not to
usewordslikegender, femi-
nism, patriarchy. They want
usto drop debates on sur-
rogacy. The History
department was asked to
change their paper onin-
equalities. |gbal cannot be
read and now
Economics.How DU cre-
ated scholarship? How it
becameasought after Uni-
versity?

Dumping down of
courses paving way for
RSS-BJP sentiments can
only createlukewarmunsci-
entificcourses, whichwill
have no significance and
appreciation beyond the
hatred ideology of RSS.
Exampleof most of theValue
AdditionCourses(VAC)is
before us today being
abruptly implementedby the
RSS-BJP Union govern-
ment. Itisfor theconcern of
the students, teachersand
parentsregardingtheattack
onapublicfunded Univer-
sity which has been
committedtomodernscien-
tificeducation. Gender and
unequal burden of work;
inequalitiesinaccesstoland,
intersecting discrimination,
ranging from race, caste,
class and disability are
among thetopicsthat were
proposedto betaughtina
new componentintheBA
Economics (Honours)
coursebutitfindsitselfin
roughweather now. Therec-
ommendationsweretaken

upfor considerationinthe
Standing Committeemeet-
ingonAcademicaffairs.

Itisamongthe threeelec-
tivepapersthat thevarsity’s
Academic Council onMay
26 suggested be
removed fromtheEconom-
icssyllabus—whichseveral
teachershave opposed —
inview of theongoing syl-
labi revision under the
National Education Policy
(NEP). A letter by faculty
members to the V-C had
saidthethree components

haveno overlapsbetween
them or other papersinthe
course.

Economicsof Discrimi-
nation is a new paper
coveringcrucial aspectsof
discriminationsuchascaste,
race,andgender. Thisisvery
topical and hasacontempo-
rary readinglist. Itisironic
that inthesameAcademic
Council meetinginwhichthe
ViceChancellor hastaken
interest inacourseonthe
economicsof Ambedkar, a
courseoneconomicsof dis-
crimination, whichincludes
writingsof Ambedkar, along
with contemporary aca-
demic writings, is being
eliminated.

The committee which
wasset upby V-Ctoreview
the syllabus has probably
recommended mergingtwo
of three components —
Economy, State and Soci-
ety, and Production

Relationsand Globalisation
— into one and recom-
mended that the third be
deleted altogether.

Ittalksabout behavioural
responsesof different stake-
holdersof society likethe
richandthepoor, male, fe-
mal e, peoplewhobelongto
higher and marginalised sec-
tions, the queer
communities. Thisisapaper
thatistaughtinalmostall the
best universities in the
world.Studentsshould be
taught apaper likethis, par-

ticularly fromthelensof the
marginalised.
Discriminationisnot be-
ingtaught andthat thisisnot
acaseof repetition. Thedi-
rector of South Campusand
standing committeemember
isnot awareof discussions
onmergingtwo papersand
removingone.

Economy, Stateand So-
ciety has been taught for
about40years. It dealswith
trying to understand how
societieshavechanged and
why. Itisalsoananalysisof
capitalismwhichincludes
study about monopoly, pro-
duction. In this paper,
students study economic
historians, Marxist theory,
Schumpeter.All other papers
in economics, except for
thesetwo, take capitalism
for granted; thesetry toex-
plain how capitalismcame
about, whichiscertainly not
arepetition.

Teacherssaiditisimprac-
tical to merge the two
papers. Thefirst paper is
explainingthebasisof capi-
talismandhowitworks, the
second isabout contempo-
rary capitalism, so both
thematically intermsof con-
tent can’t bemerged.

Delhi University’sDe-
partment of Philosophy has
strongly opposed asugges-
tionfromtheuniversity’s
Standing Committee on
AcademicMatterstodrop
an elective course on

Ambedkar’s philosophy
from an undergraduate
programme.

According to sources,
thesuggestiontodropthe
coursefromBA Programme
(Philosophy) —first made
onMay 8— wasdiscussed
in the meeting of the
department’ spostgraduate
and undergraduatecurricu-
lumcommitteeheldonMay
12.

The department’s cur-
riculum committee
expressed “ strongreserva-
tion” ontheproposal onthe
groundthat “ Ambedkarisan
indigenousthinker represen-
tativeof thesocia aspirations
of amagjority of peopleinthe
country” andthat research
onAmbedkarisontherise.

The Standing
Committee’s suggestion
cameaspart of thecurricu-
lum review Dbeing
undertaken, based on the

\

STUDY &
STRUGGLE

0 2 b
National Education Policy
2020.TheStandingCommit-
tee Chairperson says that
(theAmbedkar course) isnot
being dropped andthissug-
gestionwasnot givenby the
committee.

The Director of South
Campus and amember of
the Standing Committee
saysthat nothing hasbeen
dropped. Thenext Standing
Committee meeting is
scheduled and thefinal de-
cisionwill betaken by the
Academic Council. Itisal-
waysthecollectiveadviceto
thedepartment by thecom-
mitteeon certainissues.

Inwhat isbeing seenas
aclimb-downfollowingthe
philosophy department’s
opposition, asub-commit-
tee, whichwasconstituted
by the Standing Committee
todiscussthesyllabusrevi-
sion, suggested that the
paper onAmbedkar’ sphi-
losophy be retained and a
few other electivesof other
thinkerscanbeaddedforthe
studentsto choose.

Sourcessaid paperson
Mahatma Gandhi, Swami
Vivekanandaand Periyar
wereafew of theother philo-
sophical thinkers being
consideredinthenew cur-
riculum. Thesesuggestions
will beplacedinfront of the
Standing Committee and
later beforetheAcademic
Council for final approval.

ThecourseonAmbedkar
philosophy wasintroduced
in2015. Itincludesthelife
and essential writings of
Ambedkar, hisconceptsand
hisresearchmethodol ogy.®
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Bankim Mukherjee
wasbornin May,1897
in Belur in Howrah
district at hismaternal
grandfather’s,whowas
a big contractor and
who lost heavily in a
railway contract. His
father Yogendranath
Mukherjeeusedtohelp
in household affairs,
but suddenly left fam-
iIly when Bankim was
just two years old.
Thereafter,
Bankim’smother
looked after him, and
did hisinitial educa-
tion. Hewas admitted
at the age of seven in
Belur Middle School.

In Calcutta

Heshiftedto Calcutta
along with hismaternal
uncle in 1906 and got
admittedin ShyamBazar
MiddleEnglish School.
Hewasavery good stu-
dent, and literature and
mathematicsweretohis
liking. He widely read
Bengali literature, and
also did drawing. He
passed his Matric from
Hindu School at theage
of 17.

Hebegantoread|ot of
extra-curricular litera-
tureandbooks, andbegan
tolosefaithin God. He
took up Sanskrit in
Matric. He got admis-
sion in the Presidency
College in sciences. At
thesametime, hestudied
philosophy including
Schopenhauer, Bentham
and Kant. He was
wrongly expelled from
the college on false
chargesconnected with
bombings. Hegot admit-
ted in City College and
passed his BSc and got
admissioninM Sc.

Innational
movement
Bankimwasshaped by
the non-cooperation
movement of Gandhiji,
andjoineditwhilestudy-
ing for his post
graduation.Bankim | eft
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Bankim Mukherjee: Builder of TU,

his studiesin 1919 and
became a volunteer for
three months.
RadharamanMitra was
Bankim’s childhood
friend, and they used to
study and work together.
Radharaman went to
EtawahinUPasamaster
in a High School.
Bankimfollowed himto
Etawahandthey bothdid
nationalistwork. Stu-
dents were trained to
usekhadhi and charkha.
Bankimevenwasjailedin
Etawah.

Soon Radharamanand
Bankimjoinedthe Con-
gress and did lot of
organizational work.
BankimbecameaMunici-
pal Commissioner of the
town, and came in con-
tact withMotilal Nehru.
Bankimwasarrested dur-
ingthe Congresssession
and sentencedtooneand
half years. After release
hewasfor sometimewith
the Swarag] Party, having
been sent to Bengal to
organize the party. He
toured all over Bengal,
workingamongthework-
ersand peasants. Hegot
to know about Commu-
nist literature and was
attracted to Marxism.
L ater hebecameamem-
ber of Bengal PCC.

Earlier, Bankim was
for sometimeinvolvedin
a revolutionary group
calledNew Light Group
of Central Calcutta, led
by Santosh Mitra.

Hegot acquaintedwith
GopenChakravarty, Dr
BN Dutta, Muzaffar
A h m e d ,
DharaniGoswami, Philip
Spratt and others. He
joined the People’sPro-
gressive Party in
Congress, led by JM
Sengupta.

Inworkers
movement

Thefirststrikeinjute
millstook placein 1928

in Ludlow Jute Millsin
Chengali, Bengal. A pro-
tracted strike by 12
thousand workerstook
placein Fort Gloucester
Mills, Bauriain 1928. It
lasted for six months, and
was led by Bankim,
Radhamohan,
DharaniGoswami,
KishoriLal Ghosh,
GopenChakravarty,
Philip Spratt etc.

Bengal JuteWorkers'
Union led by

Prabhavati Dasgupta,
alongwithAbdul Momin,

Kali Sen, Bankim
Mukherjee,  Abdul
Rezzak Khan, etc pro-
tested against themoves
toretrench 60 000 work-
ers. Thiswas the first
major struggle in jute
industry, andtheowners
had to retreat.

In Workersand Peas-
antsParty (WPP)

Bankim became the
vice-president of Bengal
PCC. Hejoined Bengal
Jute Workers’ Union
alongwithAbdul Razzak
Khan, leadingover 3lakh
juteworkers.

Heattended theadll In-

dia conference of WPP
held in Calcuttain De-
cember 1928, and
becamewell-knownasa
Communist. He was
elected to the AICC in
1928 and remained its
member till 1929. He
simultaneously began
organizing the Commu-
nist Party when most of
the leaders got arrested
intheM eerut Conspiracy
Case.

Morethan 30thousand

(according to some 50
thousand) workersfrom

various factories
andmills demonstrated
before the Congress
pandal demandingadop-
tion of certain demands,
including assistancefor
Bauriaworkers; grant of
Rs 25 thousand to
labourorganisations in
each of the provinces;
equal seat for labour
|leader in the Congress
Working Committee,
etc.

The demonstration
wasled by Bankimalong
with GopenChakravarty,
RadharamanMitra, Kali
Sen, KCMitraand others.

It was organized by
Calcutta Port Trust
Union, EastIndiaRailway
Labour Union, Bengal
JuteWorkers Unionand
CalcuttaTramwaymen's
Union.

Theyfirstheldanopen
meeting outside, ad-
dressed by Jawaharlal
Nehru. Later they de-
manded entry into the
pandal, and after much
discussions, were
grantedtwo hoursinside.
Jawaharlal Nehru pre-
sided over and Bankim
alsotook part. A resol u-
tion for complete
independencewaspassed
inthe meeting.

Therewerehugework-
ers protest against the
Meerut arrests. A big
public meetingwasheld
in CalcuttaonApril 21,
1929 under the banner of
Calcutta Tramways
Workers' Union. Resol u-
tions were passed
expressing support for
the Meerut prisoners.
Bankim Mukherjee
called upontheworkers
to protest against the
Trades DisputesBill by
organizing a one-day
strikethroughout India.
During May 1929,
Bankim and Kali Sen
worked for a
generalstrike of jute
workers.

In 1929, heled one of
thebiggest strikesof the
jute workers. After the
Meerut arrests, the new
leadership of the union
included Bankim, who
wasmadetheorganising
secretary. Massive
strikes broke out be-
tween July 1 and
September 30, 1929,
participated in by 2,72
000 workers, shutting
down 42,700 looms.

In 1930, he partici-
pated in and led the
massive movement of
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Communist Movement in Bengal and India

carterswhich wasfired
upon. BankimandAbdul
Momin were arrested.
He was repeatedly ar-
rested in 1930, '31 and
32 in various move-
ments, and was kept in
Dum Dum Jail.

Hewasjailedfor four
yearsduringthecivil dis-
obedience movement.

Bankimwas elected
general secretary of
AITUC in its Calcutta
session, and general sec-

with thisgroup. Most of
thisgrouplater joinedthe
CPI.

At the Karachi Con-
gress, Bhupen Dutta,
along with Bankim
Mukherjeeand Dr Kanai
LalGanguli, submitteda
draft of Fundamental
Rights. Nehru agreed
withit.

AsSMLA

Hewasamember of the
Congresselection com-
mitteebetween 1937 and

Biographies of
Communist

Leaders-88

Anil Rajimwale

retary of Bengal Provin-
cial AIKSin1936. Soon
hejoined the Communist
Party.

Bankim Mukherjee
also gotinvolved inthe
formation of the Red
Trade Union Congress
(RTUC) in 1931 in
Calcutta. Hewasel ected
one of its three general
secretaries, along with
SV Deshpande and SG
Sardesai.

Indian Proletarian
Revolutionary Party

In the 1930s, a party
wasformed by theabove-
mentioned name in
Bengal by a section of
youngrevolutionaries. It
was also known as the
‘AtmaShakti Group’. It
aimed to achieve inde-
pendence from British
colonialists through a
proletarianrevolution. It
was formed after the

Karachi Congress
(1931). Bankim
Mukherjeeand DrBhupen

Duttawereinclosetouch

1939. He was elected
MLA in 1937 from
Asansolworkers' con-
stituency as an
independent candidate
supported by the CPI. He
was very active as an
MLA.

Subhash Bose was
earlier released and had
comeback toBengal . At
thetimetherewasacoa-
lition government in
Bengal under FazlulHag.
TheJoint StrikeCommit-
tee welcomed Subhash
Bose in Shraddhanand
Park andtriedtomovein
aprocessiontotheCM’s
house, but were not al-
lowed. They remainedin
the park. Bankim
Mukherjee (MLA) and
other MLAsand |leaders
contacted the CM and
urged himto addressthe
workers. He ultimately
relented and assured
them of consideration.

TheStrikeCommittee
called off the strike on
his assurance. Bankim

and otherssigned an ap-
peal to this effect.

But the Hag ministry
did not keep its words
and violated the agree-
ment. To protest, arally
of 30 thousand workers
was held in Calcutta
MaidanonJuly 29, 1937
in which Bankim and
other prominent leaders
spoke.

Foundation Day of
AlITUCwasobservedon
October 30, 1938, with
flagsof Congressandred
flags. BankimMukherjee
also spoke. Ranigunj Pa-
per Mill striketook place
on November 13, 1938.
Whilepicketinginfront
of the factory gate,
Sukumar Banerjee was
runover deliberately by
atruck carryingthestrike
breakers, and died onthe
spot. Bankimand others
led ahuge procession of
workers with his body.
Ranigunj town observed
ahartal .

OnApril 8,1937,anad-
journment motion on
jute mill strike was dis-
cussed in Bengal
assembly. The ban im-
posed by thegovernment
onthelabour leaderswas
sharply criticized. On
April 9 Bankim
MukherjeeMLA, along
with a number of other
MLASs and leaders like
NiharenduDuttM azumdar,
SibnathBannerjee,
Muzaffar Ahmed etc met
Suharawardy, thelabour
minister, presentinghim
acharter of demands.

In KisanM ovement

Bankimwasamongthe
founders of All India
KisanSabhain 1936. He
waselected AIKSpresi-
dent in 1943 in its
Bhaknaconference and
general secretary in
Netrakonaconferencein
1945.

Bankimwasel ectedto

theprovincial committee
of CPI in 1938.

Hismother had | eft the
family andlivedinKashi,
and was not happy with
his activities initially.
But later shegot to know
of hisgreat achievements
and was really very

happy.
Post-independence
India

Bankim Mukherjee
becameaprominent and
well-known leader of
CPI of West Bengal and
al over India. Heattended
the second congress of
CPI inCalcutta, wherehe
spokeondefendingwork-
ers’ rights. His speech
wasgreatly applauded.

Marriage

He married a promi-
nent Communi st
ShantaBhaleraoin 1953.
She was a secretary of
the AITUC since 1942,
though had begun her ca-
reer with the Servantsof
India Society. Later on,
she edited the Trade

Union Bulletin of
AITUC.
ShantaBhal erao was

also a member of the
Bombay LegislativeAs-
sembly. She proposed
creatinganinstitutionfor
women for training in
social and statewelfare.
In 1936, Bhalerao and
Godavari Gokhaleestab-
lished the Women’s
Fellowship of Service.
Bhalerao simultaneously
continued her work of or-
ganizing the All India
Women'’s Conference,
traveling extensively
throughout India. Inits
11th session, Shantabai
advocated and movedthe
resolution of theAll In-
dia Maternity Benefit
Act’. After personally
visiting the mines and
investigatingtheir condi-
tions, Bhalerao moved
another resolution con-
demningthegovernment
of Indiafor liftingtheban
on women working un-
dergroundincoal mines

on February 21, 1945,
which was observed as
“MineDay.” OnNovem-
ber 9, 1936, aresolution
was passed in the Con-
gress Working
Committee with the ac-
tivesupport of Shantabai
demanding proper hous-
ing facilities and social
insurance for the work-
ing class. Bhalerao was
elected asone of the of -
fice bearers of the
Bombay Civil Liberties
Unionin 1940.

IN1942, shecalledfor
thebusandtramstrikeon
May 28, caused by the
B.E.S.T authorities’
downward revision of
emolumentsof the em-
ployees. Meanwhile,
Bhalerao also presided
over another Surat Dis-
trict Workers
conference on the same
day of the strike, which
wasdevotedtotheplight
of thousandsof workers
inthegoldindustry and
silk goodsindustries, left
jobless. ShantaBhalerao
remained a Servant of
India Society member
after independence,
teachingwomenintheir
homes, hallways, or so-
cial settlement houses.

Bankim Mukherjee
waselectedtothelegis-
lative assembly of W
Bengal from Budge
Budge in 1952 as CPI
candidatein 1952. Hegot
13171 votes, and de-
feated Kalipada
Mookherjee of Con-
gress. He again won in
1957.

Hewaselectedtothe
National Council of CPI
in 1961 in Vijayawada
congress.

Bankim Mukherjee
died of cancer of kidney
inDecember 1961. Daily
“Jugantar’ wrote in the
obituary for himthat he
blended in him the best
traditions of Congress,
workers' - peasants’ and
the Communist move-
ment. W
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Historyisnot for Erasing...

From Page 03

Japanese history, or the
Americanone. History, thus,
buildsanalytical andinter-
pretiveskillsinstudents.

Seventhly, history reveals
human character. Itunveils
the good, the bad and the
ugly; thebrave, andthecow-
ards; thetenaciousandthe
|aidback. Wemeet thewan-
deringasceticandreligious
teacher, GautamaBuddha,

whofounded Buddhism:; the

24thtirthankaraof Jainism,
Mahavira; the founder of
Sikhism, GuruNanak; and
Hindu monk, philosopher,
author andreligiousteacher,
Swami Vivekananda. We
alsolearn about Austrian-
born Germandictator Adolf
Hitler; and Soviet palitician,
political theorist and revo-
lutionary V | Lenin. We
admirethe wisdom of the
Ottomanemperor Suleiman
theMagnificent, thebravery
of theKamikazepilots, and
thecowardiceof themilitary
general Mir Jaffar, thefirst
dependent Nawab of Ben-
gal of theBritish East India
Company.AsAthenianhis-
torian and general
Thucydidessaid, “Historyis
philosophy teaching by ex-
amples.”

Eighthly, indeed, history
providesuswith aphiloso-
phy of life. Despitethewars
and mayhem, despite the
famineand pandemics, the
natura calamitiesand harsh-
ness, mankind hassurvived
for over two millennia. It
givesushope and experi-
ence, wisdom and vision.
Welearnaboutlifefromthe
myriad characterswemeet
inhistory. MahatmaGandhi
oncesaid,“When| despair,
| remember that all through
history, theway of truthand
lovehasalwayswon. There
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havebeentyrantsand mur-
derersand for atimethey
seeminvincible, butinthe
end, they alwaysfall—think
of it—always.”

Ninthly, history imbibes
aconfidenceintheindividua
andinthesociety. Knowing
about our past achievements
andtriumphsstrengthensour

senseof self-identity. InJa-
pan, childrenaretaught that
they aredescendantsof the
Sun God, theinheritorsof
the Samurai culture. When
the Japanese | ost the Sec-
ond World War, a
correspondent asked a
Japanesepersonhow itfelt
tobedefeated by theAmeri-
cans. He said, “Give us
twenty years, and we will
defeat the Americans.”
Within twenty years, the
Japanese economy was
ahead of theAmericanone.
Unfortunately, we don’t
teach our childrenthat we
may beayoung nation, but
wearetheoldestcivilisation
on Earth.

L astly, confident persons
becomegoodcitizens. They
takeprideintheir nation, in
itsingtitutions, initsculture
and heritage. Sinceasense
of national prideislacking,

we as people bemoan our
achievements. We don’t
appreciatethegreat strides
Indiahas made inthelast
seventy-five years. We
have, thus, becomeacountry
of cynics and pessimists.
Likeanindividud,if anation
loseshopeandvision,itcan
never rise abovetheordi-

. - I- L
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Students protest against changesin NCERT books

nary.
Unfortunately, thedele-
tion of history, even of its
parts, robsour kidsof al the
benefitsof studyingthesub-
ject. Moreover, if thehistory
of aparticular communityis
deleted, it leadsto danger-
ous consequences. The
community becomesrud-
derless—without asenseof
bel onging, without asense
of mooring. Itwouldfed that
itisbeingreducedtobeing
second-classcitizens.

Further, by erasing the
history of aparticular com-
munity, itsidentity iswhipped
out. Themgority community
caneasily beledtobelieve
that the particular commu-
nity isinsignificant. Whileit
wouldleadtothetyranny of
themajority, itwouldequally
|ead to the ghettoi sation of
theminority. Insuch asce-
nario, the minority

community fed sinsecureand
frightened. Such adivide
|eadsto clashesbetweenthe
twocommunities. Instead of
strengthening the country,
suchdisturbanceanddisrup-
tionwould weaken us.

Furthermore, weend up
repeatingthemistakesof our
history.

[tisamisnomer that the
Englishfollowedapolicy of
‘divideand rule’. Infact,

throughout our history, from
the Greek invasion to the
Chinese one in 1962, we
wereconquered becausewe
wereawaysdivided. Unlike
the Germanic tribes that
fought as a single entity
againsttheRomanarmies,in
India, asinglecastefought
theinvaders. Whenthema-
jority of people stood as
mutewitnesses, themartial
caste could not endlessly
succeed inwarding off the
invaders. Divided, wefell.
Therefore, eventoday, di-
vision on sectarian lines
would only weaken usfur-
ther.

Wearerefusingtolearn
fromthegreat teachersof the
past. Curiously, inahistory
of fivethousand years, we
havegiventhetitleof “the
Great” toonly two emper-
ors: Ashok and Akbar.
Surely, therewasno dearth
of great kingsand queens.
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Afterall, wecanboast of the
Chalukyan, Pallava and
CholaKings.

But why havewecalled
only Ashok and Akbar
great? Becausethey faced
thesameproblem of sectar-
iandivisionintheirtimesas
we do today. During
Ashok’speriod, the coun-
try wasdivided betweenthe
Hindusand the Buddhists.
Bothcommunitieswereat
loggerheads. During
Akbar’sreign, aminority
communitywastryingtorule
over avast majority. The
problem before both the
emperorswasthesame: how
do | unitemy people?Both
spokeof fusion. Theformer
spoke of “dhamma’, the
moral duty of the peopleto-
wardseach other. Thelatter
promoted “Ganga-
JamuniTehzeeb” — the
fusionof theHinduandthe
Musdlimcivilisations.

Assimilationisthehall-
mark of our civilisation.
Unlike the Western
civilisation, we never be-
lievedinextermination. We
believeintheconfluence,
and not the clash of,
civilisations. Thus, we
readily accepted different
culturesand communities,
religionsand philosophiesas
our own. Thisisthefounda-
tional principle for our
survival and progressasa
lastingcivilisationon Earth.

Thosewho think other-
wise should remember,
“Unitedwestand, divided
wefall.” Our history asa
nation hasproventhissay-
ing ad infinitum and ad
nauseam. Yet, tragically, we
fail tocomprehend and un-
derstandthissmplehistorica
truth.

History isnot therefor
youtolikeor dislike. Itis
therefor youtolearnfrom.
Andifitoffendsyou, even
better. Becausethenyouare
lesslikely torepeatit. Itis
not there to be erased. It
belongstoall of us. &
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henewsitem published
inthemediaon June 12",
2023that anNGO affiliated
withtheRSSwomen’swing,
the ‘Rashtriya Sevika
Samiti’ has launched a
documentary and guidance
titled* GarbhaSanskar” to
help thewomen bear cus-
tomized “Cultured and
PatrioticChildren” ishighly
alarming. Thisistotal nega-
tion of scienceand amove
to pushthesociety into ut-
ter backwardness and
obscurantism. Tamilisai
Soundararajan, the Gover-
nor of Telangana
participatedinthemeeting
of RashtriyaSevikaSamiti
onJunell, 2023givingitan
official colour. Theguidance
prepared by theorgani zation
highlightsthat thechanting of
mantras, shlokas, excerpts
from Ramayana and
Mahabharata will create
positivevibrationand con-
nect with the baby in the
womb. This connect will
produce Sanskari and Pa-
triotic babies. Such
approach of theRSSisnot
new but theaggressivena-
turewithwhichsuchmyths
arebeing propagatedisdan-
gerousandamatter of grave
concern.

Commentingonthis, Dr
Param Saini, aleadingclini-
cal psychologist, said that
“positive feelings and
thoughtsduring pregnancy or
listeningtosoothingmusicbe
it Ragashaveawaysbeen
promoted to help relieve
stressandstay calmduring
pregnancy as this results
in producing endorphinsin
thebody and ahappy mom
connectswell withher baby.
A higherlevel of endorphins
alsohelpsinrelievingpain
duringlabor”. Weall know
that the pregnant woman
impacts her baby with her
diet, oxygen saturation,
stress, anxiety, mental and
physical activities. Indian
women have always been
listeningtoall kindof Garbh
Sanskar mantrasandstill fall
toproduce*” Most Sanskari
and Patriotic Children”.
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Customised Babies Through Garbh Sanskar

Itisthenatureinfluenced
by geneticinheritanceand
other biological and exter-
nal factorssuchaswhat kind
of exposure, experienceand
learning play acrucial role
ininfluencingchilddevelop-
ment. Thisisanother attempt
by RSS to promote their
agenda.

Dr Narjit Kaur, aleading
gynaecologist at L udhiana

said that thedocumentary
and guidancedesigned by
theRashtriyaSevikaSamiti
isnot supported by any sci-
entificevidence. Itisonly
promoting themythswhich
donot standanywhereinthe
modernscientificworld.

The“ArogyaBharti”,
another RSS outfit estab-
lished in November 2002
hasbeenholdingworkshops
topreparewomentodeliver
“Uttam Santati” — aperfect,
“Customised Child” withthe
purpose of making strong
India.

ArogyaBharti claims
thatthroughgivinggoodfood
and adviceabout thetimeof
sexual intercoursebased on
planetary configurationsthey
do“ Shuddhikaran” (purifi-
cation) which leads to
transformation of genesand
production of healthier su-

Say Goodbye to
Scientific Thoughts!

perior babies.Accordingto
themrecitation of religious
hymnshel psinproductionof
healthier babies. By doing
thisthey claimthat genera-
tionstocomewill improve.

Asper areport published
inIndiaTimeson May 8,
2017,theclamthat through
thisexercise, ArogyaBharti
has been able to produce
450 such babiessofar, has
tobefollowedupintimeto

find out whether thechildren
produced insuchamanner
are superior to other chil-
dren! There has to be an
epidemiological study onthe
claims by comparing the
results with control
groups. Thatall thisisbeing
done under the shield of
Ayurveda is exploiting
people’ sfaithinour tradi-
tional system of medicine.
The RSS patronised
ArogyaBharti claimthat they
got this knowledge from
Nazi Germany which
preached the concept of
superiority of Germanrace.
Thisthey clamisthroughthe
production of strong babies
whichwasdoneby mother
of Germany. Oneof leading
surgeonsfrom Germany and
leading member of the Ger-
manaffiliateof International

Dr Arun Mitra

Physiciansfor the Preven-
tion of Nuclear War
(IPPNW), Dr Christopher
Kreamer whom | contacted
tosubstantiatethisclamsaid
that there is nothing like
mother of Germany.“ Though
I have never heard of this
‘Mother of Germany’ -but
itwassointerestingfor me

to hear with aright wing

movement (and govern-
ment!) that | wantednot only
totell youthat, inmy eyes,
this ‘Mother of
Germany’ story is
midleading. Germany’sres-
urrection hasseveral other
reasonswhicharepolitical
andeconomicandinnoway
based on the concept of
mother of Germany”.

Inahighly patriarchal
society inour country large
number of peoplegivepref-
erence to male babies.
The whole concept of
Uttam Santati is patriarchal
and masculine. We areal -
ready fightinghardtorestore
gender balanceinthepopu-
lation. Thereareamplelaws
which prohibit sex determi-

nation tests because it is
illegal and against thecon-

stitutional obligations of
equality among genders,
now even trans-genders.
Then, how andwhy, sucha
campaignisbeingallowed?
Amongthe450super babies
whichtheproponentsof this
exerciseclamtohavepro-
duced, how many aremale
and how many femal esmust
bemadepublic. Sincemany
of these babieshavegrown
by now their comparison
withother averagechildren
must bedone.

However such an ex-
ercise to talk of Garbha
Sanskar meetsseveral ob-
jectivesof someoutfitsto
spread obscurantism, medi-
eva ideas& mythsand hate
campaignsagainst other re-
ligiousgroups. Itisfor the
medical bodies, rationalist
societiesandright thinking
peoplewithscientificoutl ook
to question such absurdi-
ties.

Modernity cannot be
achievedthroughmedieval
ideas. Health of our people,
particularly of thewomen
and children cannot beleft
tobeexploited by thepeople
withirrational ideas. There
hasto beaconcerted effort
todevelopahealthy India
through scientific outl ook.
We cannot | et our country

beagainlooked asacoun-
try of serpentsbut be seen
globally asanationmarch-
ing forward in post
independent period as a
modernindustrially, agricul-
turally educationally fast
growing country withthe
effortsof scientists, techno-
crats, workers, peasants,
professional sand other sec-
tionsof intelligentsiawith
achievementsinmedicine,
space and nuclear
science. The health of
womenandchildrenmust be
apriority with special em-
phasis on their nutrition,
education, empowerment
and  socio-economic
security. ®
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CPI DemandsPromisesMade....

From Last Page

Telangana region would
have come out of
India. Telanganastatewould
not havebeen possiblewith-
out thesupport of CPI.KCR
isintelligent political leader
but hemight facedifficult
Situation, Narayanawarned.
Healso spokewithatouch
of sarcasm that Dalit Bandhu
programisbeing converted
intojustlike“Onechicken
to each village and one
feathertoeachhouse’. State
government hascompletely
forgottenabout thepromise
of threeacresof cultivable
land to each Dalit family.
Government has to give
pattasto 11 L akh acres of
Podulands. Butitisquite
strangethat government has
changeditsownpolicy and
declaredthatitisgoingto
sanction pattasfor
merelyfour thousand acres.

There are people com-
mentingthat meetingisbeing
conductedinview of elec-
tions. Definitely CPI asa
political party will contest
electionsand we have not
becomesaints. Dr Narayana
madeit clear that askingfor
seatsis political right. In
Karnataka
elections, |eaders of BJP
moved each lane and bye
lanebutitall wentinvain. At
present Modi, Amit Shah
and Naddaare moving
around Telangana, but BJP
doesnot havethat capacity
tocapturepower inthestate.
BJPhasconverted constitu-
tional bodieslikeCBI, ED
etcinto pocket organizations
andresorting to blackmail
politics.

Dr Narayanain his ad-
dressstated that M odi has
madean appeal towomento
votefor BJP, but how they
would support him if the
basicessentialslikegascyl-
inder prices, that wasRs400
in 2014, and reachedup to

New Age Weekly

Rs1150andgobeyondtheir
reach?Modi hasto answer
for this exorbitant hike.
Pricesof essential commodi-
tieslikecereals, salt, chillies
havesoared up. Itisafail-
ure which would destroy
livesof thecommoncitizen,
and hasto becounted asa
biggest reason for the
mi seriesof people.
Narayanawas anguished
when hestatedthat taxesare
being reducedfrom 32 per-
cent to 21percentfor

wealthier sections.

ChedaVenkaaReddy,centrd
executivecommitteemem-
ber, CPI, whileaddressing,
stated thatBJP isinciting
communaismandpolarizing
peopleoncommunal lines.It
ismakingall preparationsto
destroy thenation. Inthis
backgrounditisthetask of
every communist to fight
against communalismand
spread message of secular-
ism. Thiscanbedonebetter
if communistsareelectedto
theimportant positions. In
the past CPI had success-
fully protected Bayyaram
steel plant asthey werethe
elected representativefrom
thearea. Many communists
inthisareahad sacrificed
theirlivesfor thewell being
of people. Present Telangana
state could comeinto exist-
ence only because of

gloriousTelanganaarmed
struggleandthevital role
played by the CPI in the
movement for thestatehood
for Telangana. Thefactis
that thecommunal forceshad
noroleforthemhereandthe
BJPhasnomoral righttoask
peoplefor votes.

Kunamneni Sambasiva
Rao, Telanganastate secre-
tary, CPI, said in his
presidential remarksthat it
was the communists who
taught howtostruggleagainst

injusticeand succeed. No
issueinthecountryissolved
without communists and
without their militant
struggles. Landof Telangana
hasbecomepiouswiththe
great sacrificesof commu-
nists. This huge public
meeting hasprovedtheca-
pacity of communists.
Peoplehavegathered vol-
untarilywithouttakingsingle
rupeefromparty.They have
improved theimageof the
party by joiningthemeeting
bravingthesizzlinghesat and
sunstroke. Criticismagainst
communistsisnot new. But
did they think that the
Telanganastate became a
reality without communists
and sacrifices of four and
half thousands of commu-
nists martyrs? Asked
Sambasiva Rao. He also
reveal ed that communists
haveincul cated peopleinthe

spiritof equality evenbefore
independence. Thiswasin-
cludedby Dr BRAmbedkar
intheConstitution. Commu-
nists have formed
Kisanorganizations and
trade unions demanding
landtothetiller and remu-
nerationaccordingtolabor
invested by eachindividual.
Communistsalsoarranged
commondiningat oneplace
forall castesincluding Ddlits
andtribals. Thoughhundred
years have passed over,
communistsarestill strug-
glingwithequal zeal without

exhausted.

getting
K othagudem publicmeeting
isgood examplefor that. We
areleadingstrugglesfor the
sakeof all classes. Tofight
againstinjusticeisinherent

among communists.
Struggleswill goonaslong
aspoorer sectionsexistinthe
society. Withtheinspiration
of Bhagat Singh, Sheshagiri,
Komaraiah, wewill advance
forward. BJPispropagating
that Muslims arefirst en-
emies, communists are
enemy number two and
Christian’ sareenemy num-
ber three. But CPI always
saysthat BJPistheir enemy.
Frombeginningtoend. Ithas
becomeafashiontocriticize
communists. Dharmahad
emerged earlier than BJP.
BJPisposingasitisprotect-
ing Hindu dharma and
cheating people.
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Itistheresponsibility of
thestategovernmenttosolve
all pending problems.
Sambasiva Rao also de-
manded that every podu
farmer begivenpattatotheir
land. Servicesof contract
and outsourcing workers
and employees be
regularised, privatizationbe
stopped. Loansof farmers
bewaived, Rs10 Lakh be
sanctioned for each house
constructionwho ownthe
land, unemploymentrelief be
givenimmediately. If pend-
ing problemsarenot solved

communistswill continue
strugglesandintensify them.

M eeting wasaddressed
by Manish Kunjam, tribal
leader, Palla Venkata
Reddy,Bhagam Hemanth
Rao, Pasya Padma,
Takkalapalli Srinivasa Rao,
ET Narsimha, Kalaveni
Shankar, N Balamallesh, M
Balnarsimha,all statesecre-
tariat members, CPI, Potu
Prasad& Samir Pasha, dis-
trict secretaries of
Khammam and
Kothagudem
Seetharamaiah, stateleader,
AITUC, Ayodhya,
Ravulapalli Ram Prasad,
Monday’s Moulana and
Dandi Suresh etc havepar-
ticipated.

| PTA squads under the
leadershipof PaleNarsmha
withtheir folk dancesand
revolutionary songs en-
thused theaudience. &
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US Curbs Workers’ Right to Strike

The rightist govern-
ments throughout the
world hasstarted curbing
thevery striking rightsof
workers. The creators
and producers of wealth
and property for the capi-
talistsare on the defence
everywhere. Workersare
losing their bargaining
power for whichtheright
to strike was their main
weapon. In Indiait has
been done in different
ways and means. Wher-
ever the rightist
governments are, their
character isthesameand
it is against the workers
and working class. The
latest is an instance in
United States, which has
been done through the
right-wingdominatedUS
Supreme Court, which
has curbed the workers
right to strike by an 8:1
votetaking apro-capital-
ist stand. The action of
the Supreme Court has
allowed thecompaniesto
sueunionsinstatecourts
whenever they wishfor al-
leged “damage” strikers
cause, overrulingtheNa-
tional Labour Relations
Board (NLRB) evenif it
is already investigating
and handling thedispute.

Itisno surpriseto the
labour movement and its
aliesthat acourtthat, for
the first time in history,
took away a constitu-
tional right by killing Roe
v Wade, would continue
itsright-wing crusade by
beginningto chipaway at
thesacredright of all US
citizenstowithholdtheir
labour to make gains or
to protect themselves at
work.

The only dissenting
justice, Ketanji Brown
Jackson, warned that the
ruling moved in the di-
rection of ushering in
indentured servitude
across the nation.The
L ady Judgedeclared that
her colleagues misread

the primacy of USlabour
law and that the ruling
indeed would allow turn-
ing workers into
indentured servants.

Somehow, lawmakers
and judges act as if
labour law is not “real”
law, allowing themselves
todeny, for example, that
the encouragement of
collective bargaining is
the legal, lawful policy
of the US government
under the terms of the
National Labour Rela-
tions Act.

Justice Jackson is ap-

parently the only judge
on the Supreme Court
who recognises that ad-
hering to US labour law
isasmuch arequirement
as adhering to any other
law.The judge made her
opposition to the ruling
known in blunt remarks
after the court released
its decision: The ruling
places a significant bur-
den on the employees’
exercise of their statu-
tory right to strike,
unjustifiably undermin-
ing Congress’s
intent.Workers are not
indentured servants,
bound to continue
l[abouring until any
planned work stoppage
would be as painless as
possiblefor their master,
the judge observed.

The decision in Gla-
cier Northwest

Teamsters Local 174
outraged Teamsters
president Sean O’ Brien
andAssociation of Flight
Attendants-CWA presi-
dent Sarah
Nelson.AFL-CIO presi-
dent Liz Shuler predicted
that whenthecasewill be
tried over againinWash-
ington state, the union
will win.

Under current law,
strikes are legal under
the National Labour Re-
lations Act unless there
is deliberate property
damage, violence, or
both.In plain speaking,

thejusticesinthe major-
ity took away the word
“deliberate,” letting
bosses sue unions for
any alleged damage
strikes cause. It would
openthedoor to company
agents themselves caus-
ing damage and then
blaming it on workers or
their unions.

It’slikeputtingatax on
theright to strike. In the
six-year-old case, Gla-
cier, acement company,
sued Local 174 for strik-
ing and letting cement in
trucks dry in Glacier’s
yard, costing it 100,000
dollar in damage to the
trucks, plus lost busi-
ness.

Local 174 denied the
charges, sayingthework-
ers ensured the cement
truck drums were still

spinning, keeping ce-
ment wet, when they
left. The NLRB general
counsel agreed and took
over thecase, but Glacier
went to Washington State
Supreme Court to argue
it could suethe local for
damages. That court
threw that case out, say-
ing federal law
pre-empted Glacier’'s
damages case. The US
Supreme Court majority
didn’t.

“By reporting for duty
and pretending asif they
would deliver the con-
crete, the drivers
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prompted the creation of
the perishable product,”
Trump-named Justice
Amy Coney Barrett
wrote, swallowing the
company’s line.” Then,
they waited to walk off
thejobuntil the concrete
was mixed and pouredin
the trucks. In so doing,
they not only destroyed
the concrete but al so put
Glacier’'s trucks in
harm’sway.”
Becausethey didso, in
her lengthy retelling of
the dispute, Glacier
could sue the union for
damages. The ruling re-
verses precedents and
opens the floodgates to
similar expensive law-
suits by firms against
striking unions. AFA-
CWA'’s Nelson said the
decision could lead to

Diary of
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more militancy.If the
Supreme Court inter-
feres with the already
limitedrighttostrike, it’s
goingtocreateevenmore
instability in the work-
place. They have to
respect this human right
or workers will take it
into their own
hands.There will simply
beabreakdowninthelaw.
There will be alot more
strikes.

Theruling showed the
court’s tilt towards the
corporate class and the
billionaires “they
socialisewith at cocktail
partiesand whothey owe
their jobs to in the first
place.” Thejustices“are
not upholding the
law” .American workers
must remember their
right to strike has not
been taken away. All
workers, union and non-
union alike, will forever
havetheright towithhold
their labour. The Team-
sters will strike any
employer, when neces-
sary, no matter their size
or thedepth of their pock-
ets.

Unions will never be
broken by this court or
any other. Today’s
shameful rulingissimply
one more reminder the
people cannot rely on
their government or their
courts to protect them.
They cannot rely ontheir
employers. Wemust rely
on each other.The Su-
preme Court
unnecessarily gave the
employer another bite at
the apple by relying on
“unfounded allegations
in the employer’s com-
plaint that the union
intended to damage the
cement trucks when it
called the strike. ®
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CTUs, SKM Decideto
| ntensify Joint Struggles

Thefollowingisthetext
of thejoint communiqueis-
sued onJune9, 2023 from
the platform of Central
Trade Unions (CTUs) —
AITUC, INTUC, HMS,
CITU, AIUTUC,
TUCC, SEWA,AICCTU,
LPF, UTUC — and
Samyukt Kisan Morcha
(SKM):

Themeeting of the Joint
platform of Central Trade
Unionsand Samyukt Kisan
MorchawasheldonJunes,
2023 in Delhi which ex-
presseditssatisfactionof the
continued mutual solidarity
support totheprogrammes
and actionsonthedemands
of workersandfarmers.

They reiterated not only

to continuetheongoing sup-
port to the respective
programmes of actions
chalkedoutintherespective
platformsbutwentfurtherin
taking decisionto planna-
tionwide joint activities
againsttheanti-farmer, anti-
worker and anti-national
policiesof thecentral gov-
ernment.

They took note of the
ongoing struggleof farmers
andtradeunionsinNoida,
the struggle of citizensin
Varanas and other placesfor
democraticrightsand ex-
tended support. They
condemnedthelathi charge
and arrest of farmersin
Kurukshetrawhowereagi-
tating for the demand of

Minimum Support Priceof
their produce.

They reiterated the sup-
port to the cause of justice
tothewomenwrestlersand
demandedthearrest of Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh al-
legedfor sexual harassment
intheFIRsagainst him.,

Themeetingfelttheur-
gent need to strengthenthe
unity of the workers and
farmersagainst thedisas-
trouspoliciesof theNDA
government andresolvedto
meet agai n next monthand
plan ajoint National Con-
vention of Workers and
Farmers for chalking out
common charter of demands
and agitation programmes.
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Services Sector Growth Declines in May

GrowthinlIndia sdomi-
nant servicessector declined
inMay asinflationary pres-
suresintensifiedinbothinput
costsand output charges,
saidarecent privatesurvey.
Theheadlinefigureinthe
Purchasing Managers' In-
dex (PMI) survey by credit
rating agency S& P Global
declinedmarginallyto61.2
inMay fromits13-year high
of 62inApiril.

TheMay servicesPMI is
thesecond-highest printin
13years. A print above 50
inthesurvey denotesexpan-
sionof servicesactivity and
below that suggests con-
traction.

Theheadlinefigurehas
beenintheexpansionzone
for 22 monthssinceAugust
2021. ThePMI isbased on

theresponsesof around 400
Servicecompaniescovering
non-retail consumer ser-
vices, transport, information,
communication, finance, in-
surance, real estate, and
businessservices.

“Qutput roseat the sec-
ond-quickest pace since
July 2010, supported by
sustained growth of new
bus nessinthefaceof pogtive
demandtrends. Favourable
demand conditions, new cli-
entwinsandpositivemarket
dynamicsreportedly sup-
ported output,” thesurvey
noted.

Thecompaniesthesur-
vey monitorsreported that
external demandfor Indian
services continued to im-
proveinMay, highlighted by
afourth successiverisein

new export businessandto
accommodatefor sustained
increasesin new business,
servicescompaniessought
to expand operating capaci-
tiesby hiringextraworkers.
Employment roseat adlight
ratethat wasnonethel essthe
fastest in 2023 so far, the
survey said.
PollyannaDeLima, eco-
nomicsassociatedirector at
S& P Global Market Intel -
ligence, saidthe PM| data
for May stand asacompel -
lingtestamenttoprevailing
demandresilience,impres-
siveoutput growthandjob
creationwithinIndia sdy-
namic servicesector, despite
inflationary pressuresaris-
ing duetorising costsfor
food, inputs, labour and
transportationposingachal-

lengefor serviceproviders.

“Facedwiththedelicate
task of balancing thesein-
creases and maintaining
affordable pricesfor con-
sumers, firmsoptedtolift
sellingpricesagaininMay.
Worryingly, the survey
showed the joint-fastest
upturninoutput chargesfor
nearly sixyears,” sheadded.

The survey notes that
amid rising cost burdens,
firmschargedmorefor their
servicesinMay, and asub-
sector split showed the
quickestincreaseininput
costsat consumer services
companies, whereastrans-
port, information and
communicationtoppedthe
rankingsfor chargeinflation.

“Services companies
mai ntained an upbeat view

that businessactivity would
increaseover thecoming 12
months. Advertising, de-
mand strength and
favourable market condi-
tions were among the
reasonscitedfor optimistic
forecasts. Theoverall level
of confidencefd | dightlyfrom
April, however, amid some
concernsaround competi-
tivepressures,” thesurvey
noted.
“Whileongoingincreases
in output charges could
erode purchasing power,
affect theaffordability of
services and potentially
dampen economic growth,
companiescould be seek-
ingoperational efficiencies
and exploring alternative
sourcingoptionstonavigate
throughthesechallenges,”
addedDeLima.

Onw (Kecord ...

Meanwhile, someBJPworkersallegedly
threw ink onthefaceof theDEO, SK Mishra,
accusinghimof givingacleanchittotheschool
administration after thecontroversy Madhya
Pradesh school educationminister Inder Singh
Parmar ordered theremoval of thedistrict
education officer (DEO) of Damoh accusing
him of favouring aprivateschool administra-
tion, which allegedly forced girlsto wear
headscarves. Theminister alsoallegedthat the
roleof thedistrict collector was* questionabl e’
after theincident. Thecontroversy erupted last
week after aposter of the school congratu-
lating studentsfor their performanceintheboard
examination showed girl students, irrespec-
tiveof their religion, wearing headscarves. —
TheHindustan Times, June 7.

* k%

WhileacquittingaMuslimmanina2020
North-East Delhi riots case, aDelhi Court
pulleduptheDelhi Policefor “falsely” citing
thecomplainant asawitnesswho couldiden-
tify accused astheoffender. Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate ShirishAggarwal of Karkardooma
Courtsalso disbelieved thetestimony of an
alleged Policewitnessobserving, “ It appears
that hisstatement wasprocured and prepared
falsely andbel atedly tosolvethiscase.” hecourt
acquitted Noor M ohammad of the offencesof
rioting and unlawful assembly punishableun-
der Sections 147, 148, 188, 323, 394, 427
and 149 of Indian Penal Code, 1860. “ Thefact
that the Statefal sely cited thecomplainant as
awitnesswho canidentify theaccused asthe
offender, indicatesthat the case of the pros-
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ecution that the offencewascommitted by the
accused Noor Mohammadisfalse,” thecourt
said.—livelaw.in, June10.

* k%

BabaRamdev’ sfriendwith Rs29,680crore
wealthwhoworks 15 hourswithout salary ac-
cordingtoForbesMagazine. AcharyaBalkrishna
wasborninHaridwar in1972. Hisparentswere
Nepaleseimmigrantswho hailedfromNepal’s
Syangja. BabaRamdev’ sPatanjai Foodsisaiming
tohittheRs50,000 croreturnover mark inthe
next fiveyears. Thecompany also hasaprofit

THROUGH
WHATSAPP
UNIVERSITY

goal of Rs5,000 crore. Thecompany made
aprofit of Rs 886.44 crore last financial
year. Thecompany posted aturnover of 56
milliondollarsin2012. It grew to 630 mil-
lion dollars in 2015. In 2019-2020, the
company’s revenue was Rs 9022 crore.
Balkrishnaholdsa94 percent stakeinthe
company but doesn’t take any salary. He
works for 15 hours every day. —
dnaindia.com, June 13.

Compiled by: C Adhikesavan
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KOTHAGUDEM
(Telangana): A massive
public meeting was
organised by theCommunist
Party of Indiaon June 11,
2023inK othagudemnamed
“People’ sRoar” . Tenthou-
sandRed Guardsof Janasava
Dal wereon the streets of
K othagudem coal belt, with
meninred shirtsandwomen
inred sarees, clutchingred
flagsinhands. Therewere
flutteringredflagsevery-
where like a great river
flowing quietly. People
joined in asthey camein
hundredsof vehicles. Coa
beltwasreverberatingwith

L
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One Lakh People Join ‘People’s Roar’
CPI Demands Promises Made by Govt to be Kept

enthusiastic sloganswritten
by CPI cadres. Peoplefrom
amostall villageswiththeir
banners had joined the
march.All roadswerelead-
ingto Prakasham stadium.
Hot summer with45degrees
Celsiustemperaturecould
not stop the peopl €' sdeter-
mination. It wasonemore
milestoneinthehistory of
K othagudem. Theparticipa
tion of peoplewasmainly
fromerstwhile Khammam
district andthey hadjoined
massively. There were
Adivasis,withsevera tribes,
who came in large
numbers.But the CPI cad-

Ramanarasimha Rao

rescamefromall cornersof
Telangana, like from
Khammam, Adilabad,
Karimnagar and Warangal
districts. Aswasgenerally
observed, inthehistory of
K othagudem, itwascounted
asthefourthbiggest public
meeting. First big meeting
waswhileNTR had visited
K othagudem. Second was
whileRgjiv Gandhi wason
avisit here. Thirdonewas
when police had instituted
TADA and SambasivaRao,
thenMLA, wastakentojail.

Huge protest meeting was
organised by theCPI against
thecase. Finally thefourth
onewasthispublicmeeting.
As elections are fast ap-
proaching, enthusiasm has
spread among the party
ranks.Accordingtocertain
political analysts, thishuge
meeting hasplayed aguid-
ingrolefortheCPI leading
to future struggles. The
speeches of leaders have
inspired cadresto proceed
towardsstruggles. Withthis
publicmeeting, visionof the
|leadersof other partieshas
turned towards CPI. This
meeting hasopenedthede-

¥y

batetowardstheroleof CPI.
Inthepreviousel ections,the
front of CPI-TDP-Congress
had managed to bag eight
seatsout of ten.

K othagudemmestinghas
acquiredasignificanceof its
ownandwould alwaysbe
rememberedinthehistory of
CPI. Kunamneni Sambasiva
Rao, Telanganastatesecre-
tary, CPl, presided over the
meeting.

DrK Narayana, National
secretary, CPI, while ad-
dressing, statedthat political
unity cannot be achieved
withmerestatistics, politi-
cal understanding also is
imperative. Narayanaal so
assertedthat inthe process
of opposing BJP, CPI has
givensupporttoBRS, inthis
back ground onuslieson
KCR to protect the unity
among boththeparties.

Asred was spread all
over the streets of
K othagudem, meetingarena
wasreverberatingwith slo-
gansof “ CPI Zindabad” . Dr
Narayanafurther stated that
CPI hasplayed heroicrole
inachieving Telanganaas
separatestate.|f therewould
have not been Telangana

armed struggle, theentire
On Page 12
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