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NFIW Calls to Defeat Anti-women, Anti-people BJP Govt
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NFIW general secretary Annie Raja addressing the meeting

On June 4, 2023, 408
women from 20
statesassembled at New
Delhi to celebrate the
70"year of foundation of
National Federation of In-
dianWomen (NFIW). They
werefromKashmirto Tamil
Nadu,North East to
M aharashtra, coming and
joiningthecel ebrationsfrom
alwaksof life, fromdiffer-
ent strataof society.

Theycame from the
battlefield; thebattletosafe-
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guard what the women
ofIndiahaveachievedwith
much effort, the battle to
protect their dignity,the
battleto claim and ensure
theirrightsascitizensof the
Secular Democratic Repub-
licOf India.

The programme was
conceptualised as a Na-
tional Convention

titled," From Remissionto
Wrestlers' Struggle: Chal-
lengesbeforetheWomen's
Movement and Way For-

A continual process of strugglein unity: NFIW honours veterans

ward' . Intheconvention, rich
tributeswerepaidtothose
veterans who foundedthe
organizationonJune4, 1954
andbuiltitdefyingall oppo-
sition.

Amongst thefoundersof
theorganisationweresuch
stalwarts as ArunaA saf
Ali,RenuChakravartty,
Hajrah Begum, Geeta
Mukherjee, Anasuya
Gyanchand, Vimla Dang,
VimlaFarooqi, all tall lead-
ersof women’smovements
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Annie Raja

inIndiaandwell knownfree-
domfighters.

Thoseveteranswhoare
among usmadeitapointto
attend this historicevent.
Alka Prasad, daughter of
lateGirijaKkumar Sinhaand
DineshKumari Sinhacame
along with her sisters
Shobha Chandra,
ArchanaSinha,ArunaSinha
and AmitaSharmaand her
daughterSushaobhita, herson
Navendu and his wife
Lakshmi. Along with
Navendu came K
V Sharma, wifeNishi, and
Manish and Bharat, their
sons, to participate
andwitnessthecel ebrations.

SudeshKumari, Ramesh
Kumari, Veena Jammu,
SumitraKumari,daughters
of (Late) Comrades
KailashWanti and Jai
Chand, werealsoamongthe
participants.

Many mothersbrought
their daughtersand someof
themevengranddaughtersto
betheretosharethehistoric
moment.

&

Year of

Thestatement of 92- year
old RanjanaRay, thesenior-
most |eader of theNational
Federationof Indian\Women
(NFIW),said, “ All citizens,
evenif they arelaw makers
or agricultural workers,rich
orinfluential, areequal be-
forethelaw,” wasreceived
by all with slogans and

hugeapplause.
Theyoungvolunteersin
uniformfrom Chhattisgarh,
A n d h r a
Pradesh,Punjabamong oth-
ersaddedtotheenthusiasm
and determination of each of
theparticipantsto carry for-
ward the struggles and
campaigns for a
Genderjust,democratic,
secular and peaceful coun-

try.
The celebration

The programme began
withawelcomeaddressby
Aruna Sinha,
national secretary of the
NFIW.Whiledelivering her
inaugural speech, Aruna
Roy,President, NFIW, high-
lighted the wide-ranging
rights-based work doneby
theorganisationover thelast
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OnJunel, therehad beenreportsthat
thelaw panel backed the penal provision
for theoffenceof sedition, sayingrepeal -
ing it altogether could have adverse
ramificationsfor the security and integ-
rity of thecountry. The offenceof sedition
has been stretched up to even “...mere
inclination to incite violence or cause
public disorder rather than proof of ac-
tual violence or imminent threat to
violence” and wouldbesufficient ground
for punishment.

Thegovernment hassought timeto sub-
mit its response to petition challenging
theconstitutional validity of section 124
A of theIndian Penal code dealing with
the offence of sedition. In the light of
rising number of casesunder seditionlaw,
which hasgone up to 28 percent, adding
559 cases, arapid increase in the years
of 2014-2020, the apex court had inter-
venedin2021.

The CJl hasquestioned why acolonial
law used against M ahatma Gandhi and
Bal GangadharTilak continuestosurvive
inlaw book even after 75 years of inde-
pendence. The CJI said that sedition or
section 124 A of the|PC waspronetothe
mi suse by thegovernment. Seditionlaw
wereenactedin 17" century Englandwhen
lawmakersbelievedthat only good opin-
ionsabout thegovernment should survive,
asall bad observationsweredetrimental
tothegovernment. Thelaw wasoriginally
draftedin 1837 by ThomasMacaulay, the
Britishhistorian politician, but wasinex-
plicably omittedwhenthel PCwasenacted
in 1860. Section 124 A was inserted in
1870by anamendment introduced by Sir
James Stephenwhenit felt theneedfor a
specific sectionto deal withtheoffence.
Today Seditionisacrimeunder section
124 A of the IPC, defined as an offence
committed against theruling regime.

TheLaw Commissionof Indiahasrec-
ommended enhancing the jail termin

Threat to Republic

sedition cases from a minimum of three
years to seven years, contending that it
would allow courtsgreater roomto award
punishment inaccordancewiththescaleand
gravity of theact committed. Inareporton
the * Usage of the Law of Sedition’, the
Commission said its earlier report had
termed the punishment for Section 124A
(law of sedition) of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) “very odd” asit has provisionsfor
either lifeimprisonment or athree-year jail
term, but nothingin between.

The minimum punishment under the se-
ditionlaw ispayingfine.

“ A comparison of the sentencesaspro-
videdfor offencesin Chapter V1 of thel PC
suggeststhat thereisaglaringdisparity in

the punishment prescribed for Section
124A,” the Commissionsaid.

Chapter V1 of thel PC deal swith offences
against the state.

“Itis, therefore, suggested that the pro-
visionberevisedtobringitinconsonance
withtheschemeof punishment providedfor
other offences under Chapter VI. This
would allow the courts greater room to
award punishment for acase of seditionin
accordancewiththescaleand gravity of the
act committed,” thereport said.

TheCommissional so suggested changes
tothephrasing of Section 124A and added
words" atendency toinciteviolenceor cause
publicdisorder”.

Thecurrent Section 124A of IPCreads
asfollows: “ Sedition-Whoever by words,
either spoken or written, or by signs, or by
visiblerepresentation, or otherwise, brings
or attemptsto bringinto hatred or contempt,
or excites or attemptsto excite disaffec-

tiontowards, the Government established
by law in India, shall be punished with
imprisonmentfor life, towhichfinemay
beadded, or withimprisonment whichmay
extendtothreeyears, towhichfinemay
beadded.”

However, thelaw commission hasnow
recommended to alter the Section as:
“Whoever by words, either spoken or
written, or by signs, or by visiblerepre-
sentation, or otherwise, bringsor attempts
to bring into hatred or contempt, or ex-
cites or attempts to excite disaffection
towards, the Government established by
lawinIndia, withatendency toincitevio-
lence or cause public disorder shall be
punished withimprisonment for life, to
whichfinemay beadded, or withimpris-
onment of either description for aterm
whichmay extendtosevenyears, towhich
finemay beadded, or withfine.”

The Commission said theexpression
‘tendency’ would mean mereinclination
toinciteviolenceor cause public disor-
der rather than proof of actual violence
or imminent threat to violence. There-
port of the Law Commission has been
completed and submitted to the con-
cerned minister.

Infact Law Commission’sbacking of
Section 124 A of theIndian Penal Code
(IPC), pertaining to sedition, in itself
showsthat the BJP government hasbeen
planningtomakethelaw more* draconian”.
Thegovernmentiskeentoconvey thehard
message beforethenext general election.
Thereisallegationthat the BJPwould be
using the sedition law as a tool of
“subversing, subjugating, and silencing
dissent”. Thereisalsothequestionraised
why thegovernment hasgoneonto make
thelaw morestringent whenthe Supreme
Court has been rendering it
inoperative.Law commission hasunder
lined that therewill beadistancebetween
theruler and theruled, and through this
law, thefoundationsof therepublicwill
beuprooted.

CPI toExtend | ssue-Based SupporttoKarnataka Govt

Communist Party of In-
dianationa council secretary
BinoyViswam M Psaidthat
theparty will extendanis-
sue-based support to the
Siddharamaiahled Congress
governmentin Karnataka.
Onfulfillingthepromisesof
the government to the
Anganwadi, Ashaand mid-
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day meal workers, there
wouldbecompletesupport.
He was addressing party
workersand sympathizersin
Bengaluru.

Headdedthat thegovern-
ment should al so not forget
itspromise ontheissue of
eight-hour shiftfor thetoil -
ers.

Harish Bala

TheCPI statecouncil had
metinBengaluruandhada
detailed discussiononthe
Karnatakaelections. Party
urgedthepeopletobevigi-
lant about the RSS-BJP
politicsthat i sbased oncom-
munal divisive ideology.

‘Soorigagi Samara’, the
strugglefor landand shelter,
would be continued. The
statecouncil calleduponthe
party unitsto support the
strugglesof theyouth and
students for employment
and secular educationwith
scientifictemperament.

State secretary

Saathi Sundaresh presented
thereport and Umesh pre-
sided over theproceedings.
Thecouncil a'sodemanded
thenewly elected govern-
ment towithdraw thelaws
likeanti-conversionlaw, beef
ban law, land reforms
amendment law and others
which were passed by the
previousBJPgovernment.
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May 2, 2023 marksthe
second anniversary of the
present L DF government
which cameto power with
sound el ectoral backing of
the people of Kerala. The
incumbency whichtheL eft
government received in
Kerdaistheresultof accom-
plishing the electoral
promisesmadeby theLDF
government that came to
power in 2016. Themani-
festoalsoincludedavowto
provide an annual report
updating the publiconthe
extent to which election
pledgeshad beenachieved.
The submission of the
progresscardof government
tothe peoplemotivatedthe
administrationmachineries
tocompletely abidetothe
plansenvisaged by theLDF
government and meet the
promises. Theopennessto
peopl €' sauditingincreased
theapproval of peopleto-
wards the first LDF
(2016-21) government.
Thisinitially facilitatedthe
advent of the2™ LDF gov-
ernment.

Duringtheperiod 2016-
2021 Kerala witnessed
remarkablegrowthand de-
velopment despite the
vulnerabilitiesand shocks
caused by the pandemicon
thestate’ ssocio-economic
sector. In recent years,
Keralawashit hard by sev-
eral natural catastrophesand
tragedies. The people of
Keralahavebeen presented
with adaunting task. The
state’sresidentsand | ead-
ershaveshownremarkable
fortitudeandresilienceinthe
faceof mounting challenges
since2016. TheLDF gov-
ernment, al soresponsiblefor
development and welfare,
didn’ twithdrewfromthefight
for survival despitethehard-
ships. The government’s
successful preparednessand
responsetothecovid epi-
demic and other tragedies
recelved applaudsnationally
andinternationally. Thisen-
dorsement ensuredtheLDF
government’s continued
popularity and el ectoral suc-
cess in the most recent

LDF Govt Strides Towards
Progress and Social Security

election. Thegovernment
successfully vanquishedthe
political torpedofueled by
BJP, Congress, and other
oppositionpartiesduringthe
crisis.

The government of
Keralahasmadeinexorable
progressby confrontingin-
tractable problems. The
non-BJPgovernmentsare
under financia duress, while
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi claimstobetheactual
implementer of corporate

R Ajayan

inalossof tensof billionsof
rupeesinyearly incomefor
Kerala

Duringthe15th Finance
Commission, theproportion
of net tax receivable by
Keralawas1.925 per cent
duetoachangein state ap-
portionment standards. The
deficitinrevenuefor 2021—
22restrictedthegrant. The
stateisapproximately 6700

LA

nomic developmentinthe
agriculture-related sector in
2021-2022 stood at 6. 7per
cent. In the past year, the
industrial-related sector
witnessedthehighest growth
rate, at 17.3per cent. The
prosperity in the state
economy isproof of thevic-
tory of the LDF

government’srevenuegen-
eration strategies. When
AmartyaSenandDr KN Raj
devisedtheKeralaDevel-
opment Model inthe1970s,
oneof itscharacteristicswas

‘.

LDF Govt. issues Land Rights to Muthanga Protestors
After two Decades of Struggle

federalism. Ajoy Ghosh,
former general secretary of
CPI had calledfor thedis-
solution of India sfederal
financeframework during
the National Integration
Meetingin 1957. Inevery
submissiontoconstitutional
financepanel ,CPI and other
socialist partieskept press-
ing this demand because
neither the present BJP ad-
ministrationnorthecentrally
located Congressgovern-
ment has handled Kerala
fairly. Thefinal allocation
fromthe 10th FinanceCom-
missionfoundthat Kerala
will get 3.875 per cent of the
total allocation. However,
asof the15th FinanceCom-
mission, thispercentagewas
loweredto 1.925 per cent.
Thesechangeshaveresulted

croresrupeesshort because
the Central government
eliminated thisline item.
AccordingtoArticle275of
theconstitutionthe Union
government is obliged to
providegrant to statesfor
reducing revenue to debt
gap. Butthenon-delivery of
thishasmadethe state suf-
feralossof Rs6700crores.
Thisyear, 7,000 croreswill
bedrained duetothetermi-
nation of the GST
compensation. Duetothe
reductioninthestate’ smar-
ket borrowinglimit, thereis
a shortfall in resource
mobilisation of approxi-
mately Rs. 4,000 crores.
Despite these challenges
Kerala sGDPincreased by
12.1 per cent at constant
values in 2021-22. Eco-

that our stateattained avery
highhumanresourcedevel-
opment despite having a
meagre per capitaincome.
Intheindicesof lifeexpect-
ancy, infantmortality rateand
thesustai nabledevel opment
index, Keralaoutperforms
other developed federal

states and Indian states.
Kerala sability toaccom-
plishthisdistinctionresults
fromitsRenaissancetradi-
tion and the social and
political interventions of
Communist Party of India.

Theparadox or crisisthat
Keraahasbeenenduringfor
alongtimeisthat despiteall
these accomplishments,
therehasbeennoincrease
indomesticincomederived
fromtheproduction sector.

Targeted measuresaimed at
expandingthedomesticpro-
duction sector were one of
thegovernment’ smost note-
worthy achievementsduring
thistime. Investinginsocial
Security sectorscanenergise
the Kerala development
model evenfurther. Kerala
haschosenaparticular path
for itseconomic devel op-
ment, while the federal
government hasembraced
globalisation. A component
of privatisationisthedis-
posal of publicly held
companies. For example,
the Central government
handed over theCentrally
Controlled Industriesand
State Airports to Adani-
Ambanifor a pitiful sum.
WhileKeralagovernment
assumed control of the
Velloor newsprint factory,
and production was com-
menced, the state
government tried to take
over the airport also in
Thiruvananthapuram but
failed dueto Adani-Modi
nexus. All of thisdemon-
stratesthat Keralaprovides
a genuine contrast to the
Central government’sre-
gressiveeconomicpolicies.
While the BJP led Union
government’sfailedpolicies
and actionsresultedinin-
crease in price rise and
inflation, Left led Kerala
government is pushing to
tackle its effects through
exceedingly circumspect
measureswhichnogovern-
menthaddaredtodo.Keraa
hasbeenawaysabletokeep
inflation under control
through comprehensiveand
multifaceted measures. The
stateinIndiawiththelow-
est inflation is where
theCentral government em-
ploys policy measures to
underminethesysteminthe
eyesof thegeneral public.
Itspersistencedemonstrates

On Page 12
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Labour Market Recovery
Faces Multiple Crisis

The global jobsgap in
2023 wouldbe453million,
whichamountsto 11.7 per
cent, morethan doublethe
level of currentgap. Itwould
be much higher among
womenat 14.5 per cent than
men at 9.8 per cent. This
leve of globa unemployment
is certainly be below the
pandemiclevel, butitwould
reflect stronger-than-ex-
pected resilience in
high-incomecountriesrather
thanageneralizedrecovery
inthelabour market.

Whileprovidingthisdata

encapsulated by thelLO’s |

jobsgapindicator, thelatest
ILO Monitor ontheWorld
of Work, hassaidthat vari-
ousglobal shocksandrisks
are holding back labour
market recovery, especially
inlow- and middle-income
countries. In developing
countries, respondingtothe
current multiple crisesin

Dr Gyan Pathak

constrained by acombina-
tionof highinflationandhigh
interest rates, alongwitha

growingrisk of debtdistress.
The global jobs gap of

453 millionincludesboththe
191 million unemployed
peopleandanadditional 262
millionwho want employ-
ment but do not qualify as
unemployed. Thosewithout
ajob but not classified as

unemployedinclude, forin-
stance, people who are

discouragedfromsearching
andthosecurrently unable
to take up employment at
short notice, suchaspersons
with careresponsibilities.
On the other hand,
progresshasbeenslow in
improving accessto social
protection, thereport says.
A decadehaspassed since
theSocial Protection Floors
Recommendation,

2012(No. 202), was
adopted, yet still morethan

June 11-17, 2023

half of theworld’spopula-
tionlacksaccesstoanyform
of social protection.

Precipitated by thewar
inUkraineandthelingering
effects of the COVID-19
pandemic, theongoing cost-
of-living crisis has hurt
incomes and livelihoods
aroundtheworld, especidly
indevel oping countries, the
report underscored. More-
over, thegloba GDPgrowth
isexpectedtodecelerateto
2.8 per cent thisyear, down
from 3.4 per centin 2022.
Thissowdownmasksasig-
nificant divergencebetween
advanced and devel oping
€conomies.

Without action on jobs
and social protection, low-
incomecountrieswill beleft
further behind, thereport
haswarnedreferringtolow-
incomecountriesinAfrica
andArab Stateswhich are
invery bad shapeevennow,
andareunlikely torecover
to pre-pandemiclevelsof
unemployment thisyear.

On Page 15
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Tragic track

The rail accidentin Odisha, involving thecallisionof threetrains, is
atragicreminder of thechallengesthat Indiafacesinmodernisingand
expandingitsrail services. At least 275 peoplewerekilled and over
900injured. But an accident of thiskind had beenforetold, asrecently
asFebruary thisyear whenacollision betweentwotrainswasaverted
at HosadurgaRoad StationintheBirur-Chikjajur section of theMysore
divisonof theRallways, thanksonly toanaertlocopil ot andthemoderate
speed of thetrain, which could bebrought to astop. Theaccidentin
Balasore, it now appearsinapreliminary inquiry, followed the same
disastroussequence of mechanical failuresand humanerrors.

Thelndian Railwayscarriesnearly 15million passengersevery day
now comparedtothepeak of 23 millionaday theyear beforethe Covid-
19pandemic. Indiahasanambitiousplantoimproveitsrail infrastructure,
andintheyear 2023-24, Rs2.4-1akh crorehasbeenall ocated for capital
expenditure. Accidentsper milliontrainkilometrehavefallenover the
last decade, but poor maintenance of tracksand therolling stock and
overstretched staff areproblemsthat the Railwayscannolonger cam-
ouflagewith glitzy facades. Saf ety measuresincluding anti-collision
systemsareexpanding, but evidently not at an adequate pace. In 2021,
the PrimeMinister announced that 75 new semi-high speedtrainsla-
belled Vande Bharat would bestarted over 75 weeks, and several have
been started already. Speed should bestrivedfor, but safety ispara-
mount. Sabotageisnot ruled out inthe Balasore accident, whichwill
beprobed by theCBI. Moreimportant will bethecorrectivemeasures
by the Railwaysat the operational and planninglevels. Itwill haveto
find moreresourcesto moderniseandrationaliseitspriorities.

_ _ Courtesy: TheHindu
Migrants' ride

In2017, government of India’ sannual economic survey sprunga
surprise. For long, thedebateon migrationwithinthecountry washead-

lined by the puzzling phenomenonthat it wasrather slow-paced. The
decennial census, whichrepresentsasnapshot at theend of every de-
cade, didn’t quitecapturewhat washappening. Theeconomic survey
used unreservedrailway travel asaproxy for economic migration be-
tween 2011 and 2016 and concluded that annual averageinter-state
migrationwascloseto ninemillion, way morethanwhat thecensushad
captured. Buriedinthat dataset wasanother message, trainshavea
bigger impact thanwhat’ sconventionally measured.

Trainsarethelifelinefor abulk of India spoorer economic migrants.
Their ability tomoveandimprovetheir economic prospectshasapositive
impact ontheir homestatesthrough remittances. Government of India's
annual jobsdatain 2020-21 (PLFS) tried to gauge the causefor mi-
gration. For men, an overwhelming 43 per cent of migrantssaidit was
linked to employment. Whiletherailway datashowed that traditional
magnetsfor migrantssuchasNCR, Maharashtraand Gujarat continue
toexertastrong pull, theemerging flowsarefromnorthand east tothe
south. Long distanceroutes such asthe one served by Coromandel
Expressplay avital rolehere.

When seeninisolation, railway financesarean exampleof messy
cross-subsidisation betweendifferent revenuesources, commonto other
government-controlled areassuch asel ectricity distribution. However,
thisview understatesthelarger economicimpact that railwayshaveby
providing acost-effectivemode of transport acrosslong distances. I f
anything, someof theselong-distance migrant routesareunderserved.
For example, economic historian Chinmay Tumbeestimatedthat Kerala,
beforethepandemic, had about twomillionmigrantsfrom UPand Bihar.

Inpolitics, languageisacombustibl eissue. However, whenit comes
tomigration, theeconomic survey pointed out that languageisnot a
barrier. Inthat sense, railwaysplay aunifyingrolethatisrarely acknowl -
edged. Indian Railwayshasreceived considerabl e budgetary support
inthelast few years. Thispositive devel opment needsto be backed
by reorienting prioritieswithintherailways. India seconomic perfor-
mancewill beinfluencedby theefficiency of itsrail network anditssafety.

Courtesy: The Timesof India
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The train tragedyin
Balasore in Odisha has
stunnedtheentireworld. But
ithasnotbeenlongsincesuch
abigtraindisaster happened
inthecountry. We havenot
forgottenthemigrant work-
erswhowerekilledinthe
train accident during the
pandemiclockdown. Inthe
past, when such incidents
occurred, thegovernment
used totakemoral respon-
sibility, conduct athorough
investigationaongwiththe
resignation of therailway
ministers.

ButtheBJPgovernment
istryingto portraythetrag-
edy anisolatedincidentand
narrow downtheissuewith
thetechnicalitiesof thein-
vestigation. After the
accident, thegovernmentis
elopingfromthemoral and
political responsibility by
providing publicity stuntto
themediato convincethat
they havenoresponsibility
intheincident. No matter
how many PR stunts are
done, somehiddenfactswill
comeout.

The102-page CAGre-
port titled as Report on
Derailment 2022, pointsto
someof theeconomic poli-
cies of the Central
government that arerespon-
sible for train accidents.
CAG’sanalysisof railway
accidentsbetween2017and
2021 indicatesthat of the

Balasore Tragedy
CAGReport 2022 ContradictsM odi’sClaims

total 2017 accidentsduring
thisperiod, 69 percent were
derailmentsliketheonein
Orissa. Thesalientfindings
of thisreport areasfol low-

ing:

1. 30-100 percent re-
ductionininspectionof track

recording cars (TRC) re-
quiredtoassessgeometrical
and structural conditionsof
railway tracks.

2.Analysisof ‘ Investiga
tion Reports’ of 1129
derailment accidentsin 16
Zona Railways(ZRs) iden-
tified 24 factorscontributing
toderailmentinaccidents.
Thetotal damage/property
loss in these cases is Rs
32.96 crore.

3. Theresponsibility of a
total of 422 derailmentsfalls
onthe’ Engineering Depart-
ment’. The main factor
responsiblefor derail ment
wasrelatedto track main-
tenance’ (171 cases),

Alan Paul Varghese

followed by ‘variation of
track parameters beyond
permissible limits’ (156
cases).

cases, the ‘Investigation
Reports’ werenot submit-
ted to the Competent
Authority withinthestipu-
lated time. In 49 percent
cases, therewasadelay in
gettingthereportsapproved
andreceived by theauthori-
ties.

5.1n2017,afund called
Rashtriya Rail
SangharsaK osh (RRSK)
wasformedtostrengthenthe
safety systemsof railways.
Theoverall expenditureon
Priority-1 works from
RRSK wasdecreased from
81.55per centin2017-18
to 73.76 per cent in 2019-

Trend in expenditure on track renewals from 2017-18 to 2019-20
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4. In 63 percentage of

20. Thefundfor track reno-
vationworksunderwent a
haircut from Rs 9607.65
crore(2018-19) toRs 7417
crore in 2019-20. Funds
allocatedtotrack renovation
worksarealsonot fully uti-
lized. Out of 1127

deraillmentsduring2017-21,
289 derailments (26 per
cent) wererelatedtotrack
renewal.

6. Out of 2908 manned

level crossingstargetedfor
eliminationduring2018-21,
only 2059 (70 per cent) level
crossingswereeliminated.

The4thand5th pointsin
theaboveshow thehollow-
ness of the central
government’s PR works.
Thereport alsothrowslight
into how the pro-
privatization austerity
measureshascreated great
damageon|ndian Railway.

In2013, aproposal was
madetoeither utilizerailway
resourcesor outsourcethe
mai ntenanceof tracks. But
the CAG report found that
thesepostsarelying vacant
andnooutsourcing hastaken
place. It wasfoundthat the
level of outsourcingwasnot
sufficient for therequired
number of workersof civil
engineering department.
Vacancy percentageincivil
engineering category ranges
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Rush Relief to Rail

Tragedy Victims, Families
TheNational Secretariat of the Communist Party

of India issued the following statement on June 3,
2023 demanding all support to the injured and ad-
equate relief to the families of the deceased in the
rail accident:

TheNational Secretariat of the Communist Party of
Indiaexpressesitsshock and grief over thetrain acci-
dentonJune2, 2023 in Odishathat hasalready taken
away thelivesof around 300 and | eft hundredsof sur-
vivors, badly injured. Thenumber of thevictimsisall
likely torisefurther.

The party hasbeen sincelong pointing out that any
reformwithout ahumanfacewill resultinhumandisas-
ter. TheNarendraM odi governmentwhichhasnoconcern
for the peoplehasbeenintroducing bullet trainsand also
hiked the running speed of most trains. It never both-
ered to improve the rail tracks nor other related
infrastructuresetups.

The party demandsathorough probeinto the cause
of theaccident, capacity of ourrail infrastructureincluding
tracks, etc, and al so any negligenceonthepart of the
railway administration.

TheNational Secretariat urgestheUniongovernment
toextend all support totheinjured and rush adequate
relief tothefamiliesof thediseased.
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Will Organize One Lakh Public...

From Front Page

seven decades for social,
political andeconomic
equality. Sherecountedthe
history of themovement that
wasthehistory of standing
withthemost marginalized
inevery other sectionof the
societyto strengthen
struggles for justice
andagainst communal vio-
lenceof any kind. NFIW has
taken battlesfromstreetsto
courtsto secure constitu-
tional rightsandjustice.
GargiChakravartty, se-
nior Vice President of
NFIW, said that
thewomen’smovement has
tomakeitspriority tovote
out of power thepresent
RSS-BJPregimewhichis
aggressively poisoningthe
country with viciousanti-
minority propaganda,
communal hatredthrough
digtortionof historyandmis-
informationat all levels.

AnnieRaja, general sec-
retary, NFIW, said that the
women of Indiaarepassing
throughawar likesituation.
Increasingviolence, visible
andinvisible, withunprec-
edented brutality, impunity
tothemighty andpowerful,
richandinfluential and, po-
litical patronage to the
perpetrator, al havebecome
thenew normal under RSS-
BJP regime. While
greetingtheparticipantsshe
saidthat thestrugglesarenot
for us only but for every
woman of India. She re-
mindedthem of theceaseless
work of ourfounders and
other leaders to bring to-
gether a large number of
women’ sorgani sationsand
women’srights groupsto
work unitedly andhow ithas
contributed tothevibrancy
of women’s movement in
India

It wasfollowed by two
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panels, whichwerecoordi-
nated by Kanwal jeetK aur
and NishaSiddhu, national
secretaries, with activists
fromdifferentorganisations
workingwithcross-sections
of women. They
allcondemned the apathy
and anti-women stance of
the present Modi
ledgovernment, aswell as
pointedtothereal challenge
today to pull thecountry out
of thebigoted, patriarchal,
misogynis, fascistquagmire
thatit is sinking in
today.Througha30minutes
visual history,
DrSupriyaChottani recalled
thehistory of thetremendous
work doneinthe past and
the presentstruggles
launchedby theorganization
by way of social and legal
reform, onquestionof sexual
violence against women,
abolition of dowry,
foreducation, employment,
health, food security,
communalism,international
peace and solidarity and
political equality.
Felicitations

The celebrations in-
cluded felicitation of the
senior and veteranl eadersof
NFIW. In spite of their ill
health and age related
issues,around twenty five
veteranleaderswerepresent
in the programme.
TheyincludeAshaMishra,
SusheelaSargam,
SusheelaSahai,
KushalBhaura,
PhilominaCardoz, Kamal
Sadanandan, Rema
Chatterjee, P
Padmavathyand others.

Solidarity

Along with solidarity
messages, women | eaders
fromAIDWA ,AIDMAM,
AIMSS, PMS, JWP, and
democratic organisations
PUCL,ANHAD and aca-
demicsDr. LianboiVaiphel

and Prof. Apoorvanand,
senior journalist Pamela
Philipose, well knownactiv-
ist NavsharanKaur, Nishat
Husain, general secretary of
AIlYF Thirumalai Raman
andothersreiterated their
resolve to continue their
work towardsagenderjust
society.
Poster Releasing

Aspart of theyear-long
celebrations, NFIW has
decided to conduct legal
education for onemillion
young women by June 4,
2024. A posteron thiswas
released duringthenational
convention.

New Challenges

Alongsidecel ebrations,
NFIW has taken up this
occasion to express
itsdeepest and continuing
solidarity tothestruggling
wrestlersand tothecause of
strengthening and strict
implementation of POSH
and POCSOAcctsrelatedto
sexud harassment of women
and childrenrespectively.

Since April 24, 2023,
NFIW units across the
country are
consistentlyorganizing pro-
test programmesinsolidarity
withthestrugglingwrestlers.
NFIW memberscollected
lakhs of signatures
demandingimmediatearrest
of BrijBhushaSharan Singh,
BJP MP and the
thenPresident of theWres-
tling Federation of India,
agai nst whom theWomen
Wrestlers,includingaminor,
have filed complaints of
sexual harassment.

Thestate, instead of hel p-
ingthewrestlerswho have
wonmany laurelsfor India,
remainedsilentandallowed
the accused to intimidate
andthreatenandinfluencethe
government toevenamend
the POCSO Act sothat he

can escapefrombeing ar-
rested. Prior and postfiling
of FIRs, thattoo after the
directionfromtheSupreme
Court, theM odigovernment
allowed the policeto bla-
tantly violatethePrevention
of Sexual Harassment at
Work Place (POSH Act)
and the Protection
of Childrenfrom Sexual Of-
fencesAct (POCSOALct).

Beforethiscriminal sabo-
tageof theabovementioned
ActsinWrestlerscase, itwas
onAugust 15, 2022, onthe
75" anniversary of Indepen-
dence Day,remission
hadbeen grantedtoeleven
lifeconvictswho had been
sentenced inmultiplemur-
ders and gang rape of
BilkisBano during the
communalriotsinGujaratin
2002. Inboththecasesthe
culprits and the
accusedenj oy theshameful
support from the ruling
RSS-BJP government at
theCentre.

Themassesinthecoun-
try arefacing unprecedented
unemployment, unchecked
price rise, hunger,
poverty,malnutrition and
especially for women, the
situationisevenworse.

Whileany movetoassert
theright to dissent and pro-
testispunished, themadness
of theSanghPariwar outfits
have become a menace.
They areencouraged by the
authoritiesintheir attempts
to dividepeopleontheba-
sisof casteandreligion. On
thepretext of telling facts,
historyisbeingdistortedand
rewritten;syllabi isbeing
changedtosuittheagenda
andideology of Manuwad,in
thenameof saving culture,
scienceand scientifictem-
perisbeingdistorted; finally
even keepingthe President
of Indiaaway and instead
invitingall * sadhus for the
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opening up of the new Par-
l[iament building and
following up of aritual of
upholding Sengol, afeudal
relicof theRuleof kingsthat
too in a country built on
democraticand secular tra-
ditions.All thesepointtothe
factthat M odi regimeisfast
movingforwardtodeclare
ruleof ‘HinduRashtra'.

Way Forward

Seven decades of the
workingamongthemasses,
sharingtheir plight, launch-
ing struggles and making
sacrifices, NFIW has
commendablymadecontri-
butions to the socio-
economicandpolitical lifeof
Indianwomen.

But asit entersintothe
70"year of itsfoundation,
newchallengesposegrave
threatstothevery survival
of ourdemocracy and secular
fabric. Tobevictorious, the
organizationwillhavetore-
juvenateandre-educateall
its members to defeat
thesemgjoritarianchallenges
withcourageandconviction.
Weshouldcontinuetounite
not only women organiza-
tions but all democratic
andprogressiveforces. To
safeguardtheconstitutional
values of Justice,Liberty,
Equality and Fraternity,
women’smovement needs
to bestrengthened by unit-
ing all democratic and
secular organizations
andmovements. To defeat
the fascist forces, it is an
imperative.

Call of the
Convention

Theconventioncel ebrat-
ing 70"foundationday calls
fororganizingonelakhpublic
meetingsto exposeand cre-
ateawarenessregardingthe
viciousagendaof theanti-
women Manuwadi
majoritarian fascist
M odigovernment by August
152023, whichmarksone
year of remission.
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The Rashtriyaswayam
Sevak Sangh (RSS) is
against the periodic table
basic elements or the
sourcesof variousenergies
and chapterson evolution
fromthecurriculum.All that
theRSSwantsustobelieve
throughitsBJPgovernment
attheUnionlevel thatlifeis
either magical or mysterious
yet andthesourcesof energy
isproved my theHindutva
mythological godsandgod-
desses. How both elements
and evolution have been
made irrelevant? Whole
chapterson sourcesof en-
ergy and the sustainable
management of natural re-
sources have also been
removed.A small sectionon
Michael Faraday’ scontribu-
tionstotheunderstanding of
electricity and magnetism
(electromagnetism) inthe
nineteenth century hasalso
been strippedfromtheclass-
10syllabus.

Why scienceisimpor-
tant? It is to develop the
scientifictemper, humanism
andthespirit of inquiry and
reform. Thesewordswere
craftedin1976inanamend-
menttolndia sconstitution.
Theconstitution’swriters
rightly saw the pursuit of
evidence, reasoning and
humanity astherespongbility
of every citizen as India
emergedfromarguably the
most tumultuousperiodinits
history sincegaininginde-
pendencefromBritainnearly
threedecadesearlier.

Sotherefore, theUnion
government through the
National Council of Educa-
tional Researchand Training
(NCERT) hascut the peri-
odic table and the
evolutionary theoriesfrom
the school textbooks. The
actions of the communal
BJP government have
baffled theexpertsandra-
tional and scientific
intellectual s. Followedthou-
sands of them signed a
petitioninprotest.Morethan
4,500 scientists, teachers
and sciencecommunicators
have signed an

RSS is against Scientific |

Temper in Students

appeal organized by Break-
through Science Society, to
reinstatetheaxed contenton
evolution.

Thegovernment’saction
isinsensitiveandirrational
thatitwill nolonger teach
these subjectsto under-16
students. RSS-BJP is not
only sciencethey alsodis-
tortingpolitical history of the
country along with other
foundational topicssuchas
sourcesof energy and envi-
ronmental sustainability.
Younger learners will no
longer be taught certain
pollution- and climate-re-
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lated topics, and thereare
cutstobiology, chemistry,
geography, mathematicsand
physicssubjectsfor older
school students.

Overall, thechangesaf-
fect some 134 million
11-18-year-oldsinschools
throughout thecountry. The
extent of what haschanged
becameclearer last month
when the NCERT — the
publicbody that devel opsthe
country’sschool curriculum
and textbooks— released
textbooksfor thenew aca-
demic year that started in
May.

Researchers, including
those who study science
education, are shocked.
Anybody who’s trying to
teach biology without deal -

ing with evolution is not
teaching biology as the
worldcurrently understand
it. It’sthat fundamental to
biology. Theperiodictable
explainshow life’sbuilding
blockscombinetogenerate
substanceswithvastly dif-
ferent propertiesandisone
of the great intellectual
achievementsof chemists.

Everything related to
water, air pollution, resource
management hasbeenre-
moved. Thereisnologicto
see how conservation of
water, andair [pollution],is
not relevant for thehuman-

-
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ity. It'sall themoreso cur-
rently.A chapter ondifferent
sourcesof energy — from
fossi| fuelstorenewables—
has also been removed.
That’sabit strange, quite
honestly, giventherelevance
in today’s world.NCERT
has not responded to the
appeal. And althoughitre-
liedonexpert committeesto
overseethechanges, it has
not yet engaged with parents
andteacherstoexplainits
rationalefor makingthem.In
non-sciencecontent, chap-
ters on democracy and
diversity; political parties;
and challengesto democ-
racy have been scrapped.
Andachapter ontheindus-
trial revolution has been
removedfor older students.
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Inexplainingitschanges,
NCERT states on its
websitethat it considered
whether content overlapped
withsimilar content covered
elsewhere, thedifficulty of
thecontent, andwhether the
content wasirrelevant. It
alsoaimsto provideoppor-
tunities for experiential
learningand creativity.

NCERT announcedthe
cutslastyear, sayingthatthey
would ease pressures on
students studying online
duringthe COVID-19 pan-
demic. Thescienceteachers
and researchers expected
dt :mﬂ;r

o

that the content would be
reinstated once students
returnedto classrooms. In-
stead, theNCERT shocked
everyoneby printing text-
booksfor thenew academic
year withastatementthat the
changeswill remainfor the
nexttwoacademicyears,in
linewithIndia srevisededu-
cation policy approved by
governmentinJuly 2020.

Theidea[behindthenew
policy] isthat it make stu-
dentsask questions, but the
removing fundamental con-
ceptsis likely to stifle
curiosity, rather thanencour-
ageit. Theway thisisbeing
done, by saying‘ drop con-
tentandteachless’, “that’s
nottheway youdoit”.

Science educators are
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J

STUDY &
STRUGGLE

particularly concerned about
theremoval of evolution. A
chapterondiversityinliving
organismsand onecalled
‘Why do we fall ill’ has
been removedfromthesyl-
labusfor class-9 students,
who are typically 14-15
yearsold. Darwin’scontri-
butionsto evolution, how
fossilsformandhumanevo-
lutionhavead | beenremoved
from the chapter on hered-
ity and evolution for
class-10pupils. That chapter
isnow calledjust‘ Heredity’.
Evolutionisessential toun-
derstandinghumandiversity
and* our placeintheworld”.

Class10isthelast year
inwhichscienceistaughtto
every student. Only students
who el ect to study biology
inthefinal twoyearsof edu-
cation (beforeuniversity)
will learnaboutthetopic. The
curriculumrevisionprocess
has lacked transparency.
Butinthecaseof evolution,
“morereligiousgroupsinthe
country arebeginningtotake
anti-evolution stances.
Somemembersof thepub-
licalsothink that evolution
lacksrelevanceoutsideaca
demicingtitutions.

Thechangestothecur-
riculumarebeingdrivenby
amass-membershipvolun-
teer organization parental
ideol ogical associationwith
therulingregimeBJP. The
RSS since its foundation
wantedtoestablishIndiato
Hindu Rashtriya and that
Hinduismisunderthreatfrom
India sother religionsand
cultures.
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Basic Features of the Constitution

SIGNIFICANCE AND IMPACT

2023 isthe Golden Jubilee year of ‘ KeshavanandaBharathi’ —the Constitu-
tion BenchJudgment of the Supreme Court that prescribed the doctrine of basic
structure. Theverdict thatwasdivided 7:6, in nutshell holdsthat the Parliament
has wide powers to amend the Constitutionbut it cannot alter its basic struc-
tureor fundamental features. I n thelast 50 year sthisjudgment hasbeen debated
extensively and recently this hasintensified again. Even Vice-President of I n-
dia has come forward to openly criticize the judgment and the doctrine of
basicfeatures. No doubt, the verdict was subjected to severe criticism by many
in the past also, especiallybefore the Emergency, and even by those who them-
selves believed in the core values of theConstitution but the attack has never
been like today. The argument of the criticshas been that the Parliament being
therepresentative of thewill of the people should haveabsolute power to amend
theConstitution. They alsoinvoketheprincipleof ‘ separation of powers'toargue
against the verdict that holds that the power of judicial review can be used to
strike downany amendment in the Constitution that destroys or emasculatesits
basic elements or fundamentalfeatures.

he Constitution
shouldbeflexible
orrigid, thishas

been a subject of
intensediscussion in the
Constituent Assembly that
wasgiventhetask toframe
the Constitution. Many
sawtheprovisionof Article
304 of the Draft Constitu-
tion (present Article 368)
that prescribed two third
maj ority of themembersof
the Parliament present and
voting to pass any
Congtitutionalamendmentto
betoorigid. They were of
theview thatamendmentin
the Constitutionshould be
madeeasi er. Their argument
wasthat the futureParlia-
ment’ that was to come
intobeing on the basis of
‘Universal Adult Franchise’
could not betreated asin-
feriorinCongtitutional status
totheConstituentAssembly
that was elected on are-
stricted franchiseandthen
indirectly bytheProvincial
Assemblies on separate
electorate. However, Dr.BR
Ambedkar, the Chairman of
theDraftingCommitteeinhis
speechdeliveredinthecon-
stituent assembly on
September 7, 1949 summed
upthe aforesaid debate in
followingwords:

“... TheConstitutionisa
fundamental document. Itis
adocument which defines
New Age Weekly

thepositionand power of the
three organs of the State-
Theexecutive, thejudiciary
andthelegislature. It also
defines the powers of the
executiveandthepowersof
thelegislatureasagainst the
citizens, aswehavedonein
our chapter dealing
withFundamental Rights. In
fact, thepurposeof aCon-
stitution is not merely to
createtheorgansof theState
buttolimittheir authority,
becauseif nolimitationwas
imposedupontheauthority
of theorgans, therewill be
complete tyranny and
completeoppression. The
legislature may befreeto
frameany law; theexecutive
may befreetotakeany de-
cision; and the Supreme
Court may befreetogive
any interpretation ofthelaw.
It would result in utter
chaos....”

No doubt, this debate
took place in a different
context but fromtheabove
observationof DrAmbedkar
itisclear that our founding
fathersneverintendedtogive
unfettered power to the
Parliament to amend the
Constitution.

Beforethedraftingcom-
mitteewasgiventhetask to
preparethedraft Constitu-
tion, the Constituent
Assembly had deliberated
upontheresolutionre: Aims

and Objectsmoved by Pt.
JawaharL al NehruonDe-
cember 13, 1946. This
resol ution setsout theaims
and objects for
theconstituent assembly,
which, according to Pt.
Nehru, ‘ describesanoutline
of theplanand pointstheway
whichwearegoingtotread'.
Besidesdeclaringitsfirm
and solemnresolveto pro-
claimIndiaanindependent
sovereignrepublic, securing
justice, social,economicand
political; equality of status,
ofopportunity andbeforethe
law; freedom of thought,
expression, belief, worship,
vocation,association and
actionand providing safe-
guards for minorities,
backwardandtribal areas,
anddepressed and other
backward classesetc. were
set out assomeof theaims
and objects for
theconstituent assembly.
Whileemphasizingthat the
resolution‘laysdownonly
certainfundamentals’ , Pt.
Nehrusaidinhisspeechin
the Constituent Assembly,
“Itisaresolutionandyet, it
issomethingmuchmorethan
aresolution. Itisadeclara-
tion. Itisafirmresolve. Itis
apledgeand anundertaking
anditisforall of usl hopea
declaration....”

Thesevery fundamentals
containedintheresolution

re: aims and objects later
found placeinthe Constitu-
tionof Indiaa so.Asamatter
of fact, thesefundamental s
whichcanbecalledthe' core
values’ of our Constitution
had evolved during our free-
dom struggle. Therefore,
though, theterm* basicfea-
tureor basicstructure’ isnot
used anywhereintheCon-
stitution, however, it is
notvery difficulttohavea
clear feel of thefundamen-
tal features of the
Constitution from its
provisionsand spirit both.
Thus, as observed by the
Supreme Court in
‘Bhanumati etc. V's. Stateof
UttarPradesh’, like many
issuesinour constitutional
jurisprudence that have
evolved out of doctrine
ofsilence, thebasicstructure
doctrinevis-a-visArticle
368 of the Constitution has
alsoemerged out ofthiscon-
cept of silence in the
Constitution.

After independence
many states enacted land
reformlaws. Theselegisla-
tiveactionswereindeedin
consonancewiththepledge
that wastaken by our found-
ingfathers,whowereaware
ofthefact that the‘ Caste’
and’ Zamidari’ systemshave
beenthesourceof inequal -
ity, exploitation
andoppression in Indian
Society sincecenturies. The
Indian liberationmovement,
thus, was not merelya
strugglefor freedomfrom
foreignruleandimperialist
exploitation butwasalsoa
struggleforfreedomfromthis
socio-economicinequality,
exploitationand oppression
emanating from theCaste
and Zamidari system. They
alsoknew well that justice-
social, economic and
political wassinequanonfor
ajustandfreesociety. Inhis
famousinterview withjour-
nalist Louis Fischer,
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Ashwani Bakshi

MahatmaGandhi  had
strongly advocatedfor dis-
tribution of land among
peasantson theprincipleof
‘landtothetiller’. Thelndian
National Congresshadalso
committeditself for agrar-
ian reforms.
TheCommunistshadgonea
stepfurther. They organized
peasantsand muzarasand
waged militantstruggles
against Zamidari oppression
and exploitationinvarious
partsof thecountry, which
wereparticularly intensein
Telangana, Tebhaga,
PEPSU etc.

Thus, whenlandreform
laws were passed by the
statesinorder toachievethe
objectiveof social and eco-
nomicjustice, thesamewere
struck down by the High
Courts of the respective
statesat theinstanceof land
lordsonthegroundthat they
violatedtheir right to prop-
erty andother fundamental
rightsenshrinedintheCon-
stitution, the Parliament
passed the first
amendmenttothe Constitu-
tion in the year 1951
whereby Articles31-A, 31-
B and 9 th Schedule were
insertedin

theConstitutionto save
theagrarianlawsfromAr-
ticle13 of the Constitution
that declares laws
thatcontravenesthe Funda-
menta Rightstobevoid. This
first Constitutional amend-
ment came to betested
beforefive JudgesBench of
the Supreme Court in
‘Shankari Prasad’s case
(Shankari PrasadSingh
Deo& amp; Others Vs.
Unionof India& amp; Oth-
ers dated October
15,1951). Inthis case the
court heldthatParliament’s
power to amend any part of
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theCongtitutionwasuntram-
meled. Thus, the
firstconstitutional amend-
ment was held to be
constitutionally valid. The
aforesaid view was
lateraffirmed in Sajjan
Singh’scase(Sajjan Singh
Vs. The State of Rgjasthan
DatedOctober 30, 1964)
whereinunder chalengewas
the Constitution
(17"amendment) Act, 1964
whereby some more land
reformlegislationwerein-
cludedinthe9"Schedule.
Ninth Schedulethat wasin-
sertedinthe Constitutionby
the first constitutional
amendmentin1951 contains
thelist of central and state
lawswhichcannot bechal -
lenged in courts. Sajjan
Singh’s case was decided
with the majority of 3:2.
However,it wastheminor-
ity opinionsinthiscasethat
givesusearly originsof the
basic structure doctrine
inIndia. JusticeMudholkar
had to say this about the
Constitution andtheinten-
tion of the
constituentassembly that
frameditinhisminority opin-
ion:

“Aboveall,itformul ated
asolemnanddignifiedpre-
amblewhich appear tobean
epitomeof thebasi cfeatures
of theConstitution. Canitnot
besaidthat theseareindicia
of theintension of the Con-
stituent Assembly to give

permanence to
thebasi cfeaturesof theCon-
stitution?

Itisalsoamatter for con-
Siderationwhether makinga
changeinthebasi cfeatureof
the Constitutioncanbere-
garded merely as an
amendment orwoulditbe,in
effect, rewriting part of the
Constitution; and, if thelat-
ter, would it be within
thepurview of theArticle
3687

However, soon after
‘Sajjan Singh’ came
‘GolakNath’ (I.C.
GolakNath and Others
Vs.Stateof Punjaband Oth-
ers- 11 Judges

Bench,February 27, 1967)
that overturned ‘ Shankari

Prasad’ and‘ Sajjan Singh’

both, holding that even a
Constitutional amendment
was subject to Article 13
ofthe Constitution. That
meant that |landreformslaws
could be challenged and
struck down by thecourtson
thegroundthat they viol ated
land holders’ right to prop-
erty and other
Fundamental Rights. Thus,
the 6:5 verdict in
GolakNath's case placed
substantivelimitationupon
the power ofthe Parliament
toamendtheCongtitutionby
giving precedenceto Right
to property and
otherFundamental Rights
over Social and Economic
Justice.Therefore, toover-
come ‘GolakNath’, the
Parliament passed the
24hand 25"amendmentsin
1971 todilutetheright to
property and remove re-
strictionsupon Parliamentin
its exercise of
theamendment power. In
1972itself, theKeraaLand
ReformsAct, 1969 and the
Kerala Land
Reforms(Amendment) Act,
1971, certain provisionsof
whichwerestruck down by
theKeralaHigh Court,were
includedinthe9"Schedule
tograntthemimmunity from
challenge in court vide
theConstitution
(29""Amendment) Act,
1972.All theseamendments
were challenged
in‘ KeshavanandaBharathi

vs. State of Kerala (dated
April 24,1973). Thepeti-
tioner, who was
theMathadhipathy of
Edaneer Matt in Kerala,
pleadedinhispetitionfiled
intheSupremeCourt thatthe
aforesaidlegislationswere
violativeof hisFundamen-
tal Rightsunder articles25,
26,14, 19 (1)(f) and 31 of
theConstitutionandthat the
land reformbill wasintro-
duced in the Kerala
legislaturein 1968 by the
United Front government
theninpower inthe state,
‘dominated by the

Marxists' ,for makingradi-
cal changesintheprincipal
ActthatisTheKeralaLand
ReformsAct, 1963 ‘inor-
dertocarry outitspolitical
ideology’.

Thebenchdeliveredits
landmark judgmentinthe
case on April 24, 1973.
w h [ I e
overruling' GolakNath’, the
court upheldthevalidity of
24"amendment and held
that all Articles
includingthoserelatingto
Fundamental Rightscanbe
amended by theParliament,
provided that the
basicstructureand frame-
work of theConstitutionis
not altered. Supremacy of
theCongtitution,Republican
and Democratic form of
Government, Secular and
federal character of the
Constitution,separation of
Powersbetweenthelegis-
lature, theexecutiveandthe
judiciary, the unity and
theintegrity of thenation, the
sovereignty of India etc.
wereidentified ascertain
basic features  of
theConstitutionby themem-
bers of the bench in their
respective judgments.
Khannald.illustrated hisview
asfollowing:

“Itwould not becompe-
tent under the garb of
Amendment, for instance,
tochange the democratic
governmentintodictatorship
or hereditary monarchy
norwouldit bepermissible
toabolishtheL okSabhaand
the RajyaSabha. The
secularcharacter of the State
accordingtowhichtheState
shdl notdiscriminateagainst
anycitizenontheground of
religion cannot likewisebe
doneaway with.”

Thus, we see that the
doctrineof basic structure
has emerged in the cases
involvingrighttoproperty as
in first few decades after
independenceconflict was
between the Fundamental
Rightsof the propertied
classes and the Constitu-
tional object of securing
social and economicjustice
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forpoor, downtrodden and
oppressed. Wherevarious
highcourtsinitially gavepre-
cedence to propertyand
fundamental rights over
Socid andEconomicjustice,
the Supreme Court turned
thescaleinfavor of thelat-
terin‘ Shankari Prasad’ and
‘Sgjjan Singh’ cases. How-
ever, soon after ‘Sajjan
Singh’, came’ Golaknath’
whereinthe SupremeCourt
againturnedthetideinfa-
vor of propertied class.

Thiscompelledthe Par-
liament to pass
24"Constitutional amend-
ment, validity of whichwas
up hel din
‘KeshvanandaBharathi’
withtherider that the Par-
l[tament in the course of
amending theConstitution
cannot destroy its basic
structure. Severa judgments
of the Supreme Court that
havecomethereafter show
how the doctrine of basic
structurehasplayedarole
intheevolutionof Constitu-
tiona jurisprudenceinfavor
of democracy, secularism
and citizens’ fundamental
rights. Thisdoctrinehasbeen
appliedandreiteratedthere-
after in cases involving
guestions related

toelections, democratic
rights, appointment of
judgesetc.

Thefirstcasewhereinthe
aforesaid doctrinewasap-
plied after * Keshvananda’
involvedrights based on
democracy. Theelection of
then PrimeMinister Indira
Gandhi to theParliament
cameto be set-aside by a
singleJudge of Allahabad
HighCourtonJunel2,1975
inanelection petitiontitled
‘Stateof Uttar Pradesh Vs.
Ra Narain’. Tonullify the
said verdict,
39"Amendment to the
Constitution waspassed by
theParliamentexcludingthe
electionof theprimeminister
fromjudicid review. Thesad
amendment becamethesub-
ject of challengeinindira
NehruGandhi Vs. Raj
Narain(DatedNovember 7,
1975). Whileholdingthatthe
Fundamental Rightsarepart
of basic structureof Consti-
tution which cannot be
changed, the SupremeCourt
underlined that it
wasConstitution that was
supreme and not the Con-
stituent power. Similarly,in
‘Minerva Mills Ltd. And
OthersVs. Unionof India;

On Page 12
New Age Weekly
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Central Party School in
Tirupati Concludes

TIRUPATI: Thecentral party school for student
cadresin EnglishwasheldherefromMay 1t09(2023)
at thedistrict party headquartersin Bairagipatteda.
| t wasattended by 33 comradesfrom Manipur, Punjab,
Odisha, AndhraPradesh, Telangana, Tamilnaduand
Kerala. It was almost from all over the country and
amongthem six weregirls.AP sent thelargest group
of students, followed by Manipur. Comrades from
Manipur arrived after facinggreat difficulties. I t took
four days to reach here for them. As they left after
completingtheschool, theconditionsin Manipur were
deteriorating further. Despitethedisturbancesback
home, they had kept their cool and their dedication

and discipline were appreciated by all.

I nauguration

Theschool wasinaugu-
rated by the CPI national
secretariat member Dr K
Narayana, who greatly
hel ped hol ding of theschooal.
He hoisted the Party flag
amongst doganshoutingand
songs, and soon after ad-
dressed a well-attended
pressconference. Inhisin-
augural speech, he
wel comed the participants
andemphasized onthegreat
importanceof party school.
Hesaidthisisbeingunder-
estimatedinthe processof
movement. I n the present
complicated situationinthe
country, itisall the more

needed to equipthecadres
with Marxism-Leninism
alongwithhistory of free-
dom struggle and other
contemporary issues.He
wishedthemall thesuccess.

Thesessionwaswell-at-
tended, and included the
comradesof Tirupati district
CPI and AI SF, press, par-
ticipants, AISF leaders
Vicky and Shubham, party
school teachers Krishna
Jha,YugalRayalu, and prin-
cipal of the school Anil
Raimwale.

Subjects

Following subjectswere
taught by variousteachers:

Anil Rajimwale

What is Marxism (2 ses-
sions), by Krishna Jha;
World Communist Move-
ment, and Basic Concepts
of Political Economy, by
Amit Kumar; Imperialism
and Finance Capital, and
Marx, Gandhi and
Ambedkar, by
DrYugalRayalu; Varna,
Caste and Class by Prof
Rajsekhar; Social Mediaby
Kapil; CPI History (2 ses-
sions), by Anil Rgimwale;
CPI Programand Policies,
and Communal Fascism, by
Dr Kango; Party and Mass
Organizations by Azeez
Pasha; Environment, Tech-
nology and Society by M
Vijayakumar; New Educa-
tionPolicy anditsCritique
by Ramesh Patnaik; Cultura
and Philosophical Traditions
of India, by Mahendran;
Constitutionand Question of
|dentity, by Virg; AISFHis-
tory by ShubhamBanerjee;
AISFProgram, Policiesand
Organisation by Vicky
Maheshwari.

Thus, morethanadozen

teacherslectured. Somenew
teachersand subjectswere
alsointroduced.

Discipline and
study

Thistimethelevel of in-
terest and discipline was
much better, and English
medium did not bother
much. Therewere alot of
guestionsand groupdiscus-
sions. All the books were
sold out, unusual for stu-
dents’ school. Theschool
monitor wasVarsha, from
TamilnaduAISF. Theeve-
ningsweredevotedtogroup
discussionsonvarioussub-
jectsintheschool.

Class on Social Media
generated much interest
among the students. They
learnt how toform groups,
ask questions and answer
them on the mobile. Asa
result, teachersat theend of
eachlecturecirculated ques-
tions, which the students
were to answer on their
mobiles. M ost of thepartici-
pantsdid quitewell inthe
examinations,inwhichthey
took partenthusiastically.

Excursion

Tirupati isahistorically
important city, full of forts,
pal aces, museums, science
museum, temples, Tirumala
itself withitsnatural beauty
suchasgreenhills, forests
etc. Therefore, aday wasset

TheCentrefor Scienceand Environment hascautioned
againstrising ozonelevelsin Delhi inthesummer months.
If allowedtogounchecked, thisdangerouspollutant, which
isdifficulttotrace, could createaseriouspublic health
crisis. CSE saidtheareasinthecity most affected by ozone
were South Delhi and New Delhi.

CSE pointed out that the current policy and public
attentionisnearly fully focused on particulatematter pol -
lution and has negl ected the mitigation of toxic gases.
Inadequate monitoring, limited dataand other drawbacks
haveweakened the understanding of thisgrowing public
health hazard.

“Learnfromtheadvanced economies. After control-
ling particulatepollution, they areinacrisisover nitrogen
oxidesandozone,” saidAnumitaRoychowdhury, executive
director, researchand advocacy, CSE. “ Indiashouldavoid
thistrap, but the standard practice of the Central Pollu-
tion Control Board averaging out thedataof all weather
stationsto determinethedaily AQI cannot capturethe
publichealthrisk fromthisshort-lived and hyper-localise
pollutant.”

Based on CPCB stations, CSE determined that be-
tween 2019 and 2023, ozone standards breached safe
standardsinMarch-May ineachstationintheNCR. There
aretwo setsof standardsfor ozone: an eight-hour norm
of 100 microgramsper cubic metreand onehourly stan-

Rising L evelsof Ozone, A Danger To L ife

dard of 180 microgramsper cubic metre. CSE notedthe
ozone dataof CPCB is capped at 200 microgram per
cubicmetre, leavingitimpossibleto determinethecon-
centration beyondthat.

Avikal Somvanshi, senior programmemanager, CSE,
said, “ Compliancerequiresthat thestandardsaremet for
98 per cent of thetimeannually. It may exceed thelimit
ontwo per cent of thedays, whichmeansjust eight days
inayear, but not ontwo consecutivedays.”

Speaking of risks, CSE’s analysis said that age-
standardised ratesof death attributableto ground | evel
ozonewasamong the highest in Indiaand the seasonal
eight-hour daily maximum concentrationshaverecorded
oneof thehighestincreasesinthecountry between 2010
and 2017 — about 17 per cent.

Theanalysissaid New Del hi and South Delhi were
worst affected by ground-level ozonepollution. Nehru
Nagar in South Del hi wasthemost chronically affected,
having exceededthestandard on 75 daysin March-May.
Itwasfollowedby AurobindoMarg, Karni Singh Shooting
Rangeand Mandir Marg.

Mandir MarginNew Del hi registered thehighestin-
crease, 63 per cent, in exceedance dayscompared with
theaverageof thelast four summers. It wasfollowed by
Gwal Pahari in Gurgaonand Patpargan] ineast Delhi, both
recording 51 exceeding days.

New Age Weekly

June 11-17, 2023

asidefor excursiontosome
of theseplaces. Thestudents
weretakento Chandragiri
Fort, Science Museum,
sometemples, hill-sideetc.
Some of them went to
Tirumaatoo. Timewasvery
short. They enjoyedthetrip
andlearnt quiteafewthings.

Review and end
with ‘The

Inter nationale’

Therewasan encourag-
ingreview sessionat theend
of theschool. Thedistrict
party leadershipincluding
thedistrict CPI secretary K
Murali also attended. The
local IPTA groupsangafew
encouraging songs. Infact,
they presented songs on
someof theother daystoo.
Studentstoo participatedin
cultural activities.

Thestudentsgenerally
reviewed the school in a
positivemanner. They were
highly encouragedandlearnt
alot about Marxism. They
wanted more time for the
school. Someof thelectures
used PPT method. It was

suggested that thisbeused
moreoften.

The school ended with
the singing of ‘The
Internationale’.
Students’ school in

Bihar

A two-day party school
was held in Janshakti
Bhavan, Patna, the state
headquarters of CPI, on
May 13 and 14. It was at-
tended by about 50 students.
Thein-chargeof stateparty
education JabbarAlamwas
present andinauguratedit.
VijendraK esari introduced
thetopicsand explainedthe
natureof theschool asalso
thesubjects.

Thelecturesweredeliv-
ered by Anil Rgimwaleon
What isMarxismand CPI
History, JabbarAlam on
Caste and Class,
VijendraKesari on AISF
History anditspoliciesand
organization.

A lot of literature was
sold, andtherewerelively
discussionswith questions
andanswers. It wasdecided
that theparticipantsfor cen-
tral party school for students
would be selected from
among thisgroup.
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May the 28" 2023, will be remembered for three
reasons. Firstly, thenew building of the Parliament
wasinaugurated in which saintswereensured to be
present to bless and guide the prime minister. Sec-
ond, the * Sengol’ a symbol of victory of a king over
the enemy was installed by the prime minister in
Parliamentwith a‘ DandwatAasana’. Thirdreasonto
remember istheway outsidetheParliament, thewomen
wrestlers who brought glory to the country by win-
ning medalswere beaten up and dragged away from
JantarMantar by thepolicebecausetheyweresitting
on Dharna to demand justice for being victims of
sexual harassment by BrijBhushanSharan Singh, a

member of

Parliament

from the ruling

BharatiyaJanata Party and former president of the
Indian Wrestling Association. It isimportant to
analysethesethreeeventsbecausethey can havelong
lasting impact on the health and structure of our
country and society in the future.

Intheancienttimes, when
sciencewasnot muchdevel -
oped, contemporary saints
and sageswereconsidered
tobetheseat of knowledge.
They usedto betheguides
of thekingsandwerepresent
atthetimeof ‘Raj Tilak’in
the’ Sabha’ toblesstheKing.
They usedtodecidehow to
conduct the state. Since
righttoeducationwasgtrictly
reserved for a section of
society, peoplefrom other
classes/casteswereprohib-
ited from getting any
education. Therefore, only
the’ Sant Mahatmas’ were
the seat of knowledge.

As the times changed
Monarchy has been re-
placed by democracy and
science, instead of sermons,
has become the guiding
forcefor variousactivitiesin
life. Conduct of thestatetoo
hasbeeninfluenced by these
changes. Bringingthesaints
totheParliament duringthe
inaugurationisavery subtle
moveto eul ogisethemon-
archy and to push society
intoobscurantism. Thisisa
great challengetothecoun-
try, Constitutionand social
cohesion, iscontrary tothe
ideology of secularismand
isnegation of science.

Itisnow commonknowl-
edgethatthe* Sengol’, which
isbeing continuoudly propa-

gatedwasgiventothekings
in Tamil Nadu when they
achievedvictory ontheen-
emy and wereinstalled as
the King. This was pre-
sented to the first Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru
alongwithmany other gifts.
Atthat time, the people of
Indiahad defeatedtheBritish
Empireandvowedtoestab-
lish secular democratic
Constitutionintheindepen-
dent India. Butwhat victory
NarendraM odi has
achieved?To praise Sengol
istoglorify themonarchy
andisavery deegpconspiracy
toarousesectarianfeelings
and push peopleto feudal
mind-set era.

Theconspiracy became
evidentthevery timewhen
womenwrestlersonDharna,
demanding justice were
draggedandpushedoutfrom
JantarMantar and | ater ar-
rested.

Scientific temper con-
tributedalotinthefreedom
struggleof our country. There
are many statements of
ShaheedBhagat Singh on
this. Thecommunistsandthe
progressiveforcesduringthe
freedom struggleand after
theindependencetal ked of
importanceof scientifictem-
per for thedevel opment of
thecountry andthesociety.
Jawaharlal Nehru, thefirst

PrimeMinister of thecoun-
try, laid great emphasison
scientific thinking. He
stressed inthe Parliament

that wewill get light from
sciencefor thedevel opment
of thecountry. Helabelled
scientificfeatsasthemod-
ern Temples, Gurudwaras,
Mosquesor Churches. Sci-
encehasmadeit possibleto
look at traditional beliefsin
anew light based onfacts.
Scienceshould beaninte-
gral partof ourlife. Thatis
why inour Constitutionwe
decidedtokeepreligionas
apersonal affair separate
fromthestate.

A large section of our
freedomfightersand post-
independencepoliticiansof
the country realized that
therewasastrongneedin
the country to break the
shacklesof social and eco-
nomic backwardness,
superstitionsandtraditional
way of lifeinwhichthecoun-
try wasenmeshed. Thebase
of the country should be
Science and technology
which hasto be devel oped
further. Only scientific
method and approach can
changehumanlife. Theidea
of theroleof scienceinnation
buildingisreflectedinthe
National Scientific Policy
resol ution adopted by the
IndianParliamentonMarch
4, 1958.

Whereasitisnecessary
todeveloplogical and sci-
entific thinking, it is not
necessary that only withthe
development of scienceand
technology, the scientific
outlook and thinking will
develop amongthepeople.
Therefore, itisnecessary
that thesocia consciousness
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From Science to Myth

Will Saints Draft the
Constitution Now?

Dr ArunMitra

isbroughttosuchalevel that
a person can distinguish
between right and wrong
andisabletodecidewhether
to accept something or not
withlogicand developsra-
tional thinking. Accepting
somethingjust becauseitis
atraditionisantithetical to
scientificthinking. There
havebeenmany attemptsin
the context of developing
thisscientificthinking. Many
non-governmental organiza-
tionshavemadeeffortsto
createpublicawareness. The
government al so supported
several suchinitiatives.

But now time has
changed. The peoplein
power are obsessed with
obscurantistideas. Since
they hadnoroleinthefree-
dom struggle, they do not
know the meaning of the
nation. Therefore, they want
to keep peopleeulogising
only the achievements of
ancienttimes. They areout
topropagateand strengthen
out dated customs. Continu-
ous efforts were made by
themtoachievethese. Rituds
were widely publicized
throughtelevsion. Hatred
towardsother religionswas
spread. Dalitareonly being
used. They hateAmbedkar
but use hisname. Gandhi’s
passionfor love, non-vio-
lence and freedom. Their
icon Savarkar evenlabelled
Gandhi’sideasof humanity
asimpotence.

Their hollownessof their
thought became evident
when Prime Minister
NarendraM odi saidin2014
thatinancient times, India

had‘ UdanK hatolas andthat
surgery inlndiawas so ad-
vanced that we could
transplantane ephant’ shead
on a human body. A
RajasthanHigh Courtjudge
saidthat Peahengivesbirth
tooffspring only when she
drinksthetearsof Peacock.
Former Vice Chancellor of
AndhraPradeshUniversity
Nageswar Rao had said that
the stem cell techniquein
Indiawasso advancedthat
100 Kauravacouldbeborn
throughthis. WhenCOVID
had just spread,
NarendraModi, referringto
Mahabharata, said that we
will defeat Coronainjust 21
days. He asked the people
to clap their hands, light
lamps, bang thalisand play
Shankhtoget rid of thePan-
demic. Use of Cow urine
waspreachedfor thetreat-
ment of Novel Corona
infection. Theabsurdideaof
application of cow dungon
the body wastold to treat
COVID and that it would
also prevent fromAtomic
rays in case of a nuclear
exchange. But theexpertsof
veterinary sciencenot only
deniedthisbut alsosaidthat
consumption of cow urine
can beharmful tothebody
asit could causeinfection.
Now theteachingsof Dar-
winhavebeendeleted from
theschool books.

These are challenging
times. Such absurditiesdo
not last long but can cause
damagewhichmay takelong
timetorecover. Wehaveto
ensurethat scienceremains
theguidingforceinmodern
times. Knowledgeof science
Isthepersistencetoreason.
Thishasto bestrengthened
through consciouseffort.
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LDF Govt Strides ...

From Page 3
thegovernment’shumanededicationtothecause.

Reverting Indiato the Dark Ages

By staging agathering of priestsand monksat thein-
auguration of thenew Parliament building of thelargest
democracy intheworld, theBJPhastriedtodisplay India’s
greattraditionstotheworld. By situatingthescepter, asymbol
of monarchical and feudal power, directly behind the
Speaker’schair, theBJPhasmadean effort to convince
theworldof their allegianceand dedi cationto Manu Smriti.
Thisisthehistoricrejectionof themasses' intensestruggle
for theadvent of democracy inthenation. Theobjective
andresponsibility of thenational movement werenot lim-
itedtorepelingforeignforces. Inaddition, it soughttoabolish
themonarchy andfeudal systemsand establishdemocracy.

Nothing el secould beexpected fromtheBJP-RSSled
Central government which actively opposedthisperfor-
mance. Homa, Yoga, Y na, and Pujasperformedexclusively
by Hindusduring theinauguration of theParliament of this
country of compositeculturewith multitudesof peopleof
other religionsisanact that destroysthecountry’splural -
ism. Itistheheight of duplicity onthepart of thegovernment
toincludeinterfaith supplication. Secularismisthecondi-
tioninwhichneither religionnor politicsinterferewiththe
other. ThePresident andVicePresident wereremovedfrom
theinaugural ceremony, leavingthePrimeMinister asthe
soleparticipant. Inaddition, thisevent wastransformed
intoaHinduritual, and afalsehistory wascreatedtojus-
tify theinstitution of thetransfer of thescepter.

TheBJP' sdelusionthat it can capturetheheartsand
mindsof the Tamil peoplethroughthisstrategy will fail.
Numerous opposition leadersabstained from the anti-
democratic, anti-constitutional ,and anti-secul arinauguration
ceremony of theBJPandthePrimeMinister and arecon-
veyingtothegovernment the protest and outrage of the
Indian people. Opposition partieshaveonceagainembraced
theconvictionthat thereisaneedfor greater unity and
struggleagainst Hindutvaextremism, attemptingtoelimi-
nate modern democratic secular values.

(The Author is Editor,Navayugom)
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Significance and | mpact...

From Page 09

Others’ (dated July 31,
1980), wherein subject of
challenge was
theConstitution
(42"Amendment) Act,
1976, theCourt appliedthe
doctrineof basic structure
toprotect fundamental rights
enshrinedinthe Constitu-
tion. Thisamendment gave
unrestrainedpower to the
Parliament to amend the
Condtitution, withoutjudicia
review and also
gaveprecedenceto Funda-
mental duties over
Fundamental Rights. The
Supreme Court held that
Clauses4 and 5 of Section
55 of the Constitution
(42"Amendment) Act,
1976wasvoidasitdestroys
basi cstructureof theConsti-
tution. Whileholding that
‘DirectivePrinciples cannot
have supremacy
over' Fundamental Rights
andJudicial Review ispart
of basic structure,
Chandrachud J., who spoke
forthemajority observed as
under:

“Theconferment of the
rightto destroy theidentity
of the Constitutioncoupled
with the provision that no
Courtof law shall pronounce
uponthevalidity ofsuchde-
struction seems to us a
transparent case of trans-

gression of thelimitations
ontheamending power.”

InStateof RajasthanVs.
Unionof India(AIR 1977
SC 1361) independence of
thejudiciary,Judicial Review
and separation of powers
wereheldtothebasicfea-
tures of the
Constitution.Similarly,in
‘IndiraSawhneyVs.Union
of India’ (Dated November
16, 1992) secul ar feature of
theConstitutionwasheldto
bepart of itsbasicstructure,
whichwaslater reiteratedin
‘SRBommaiand OthersVs.
Unionof Indiaand Others’
(Dated March 11, 1994).
Bommai also reiterated
thatdemocracy, federalism,
Fundamental Rights en-
shrined inArticles 15, 16
and 25 to 30 of
theConstitutionalsoform
part of basicstructureof the
Condtitution. Thus, itwill not
beanexaggerationif wesay
that the doctrine of basic
structureisresponsiblefor
India continuing as a de-
mocracy over the last 50
years. It grants the fine
balancebetweenflexibility
andrigidity that should be
present in the amending
powersof any Constitution.

We know that the Vice
President might havecriti-
cized thedoctrineof basic
structurenow butpractically

basicstructureor fundamen-
tal features of our
Constitution, whetheritis
federalism,parliamentary
demoacracy, secularism, fun-
damentd rightsof thecitizens,
especially right to
freespeech and expression,
or thelndependence of ju-
diciary, all areunder direct
attack since2014whenthe
present regime came to
power inthecenter andin
variousstates. Therefore,
we, thecitizensof Indianeed
to stand up against thisat-
tack and in defense of the
Constitution. FormerJudge
of the Supreme Court Jus-
tice Madan B Lokur has
opinedinarecentinterview
that if the' basic structure
doctrine’ goes, all our in-
alienableand fundamental
rightswill also go sooner
thanlater. TheChief Justice
of IndiaDY Chandrachud
hasal so comein defenseof
thedoctrinevery

strongly. Hesaid, “ The
basic structureof our Con-
stitution, liketheNorth Star,
guidesand givescertaindi-
rectiontotheinterpreters
and implementers of the
Constitutionwhenthepath
aheadisconvoluted”. There
could not have been abet-
ter reply tothecriticsof basic
structuredoctrinethanwhat
theCJl hassaid.

AIYF Protests...

From Last Page

aprotest march wastaken
out in the municipal town
demanding justicefor the
agitatingwomenwrestlers
harassed by WFI chief
BrijBhushan Singh.

Redlizingtheseriousness
of theissue, CPI Coimbatore
district joint secretary J
Jamestook partinthepro-
test and urged the
participantsto beready for
moremilitant agitationsto
savewomenformRSS-BJP
goons. Party town secretary

S Shunmugasundaramaso
addressed the protesters.

Itwasajoint protestin
which other organization
|eaders al so participated.
PeriyarDravidarK azhakam
district president D
Ramachnadran, Thanthai
PeriyarDravidarK azhakam
district secretary
Chandrasekhar, and others
addressed the protesters.

CPI districtleadersU R
Palaniswamy, M Velgiri and
othersaddressingthe pro-
testers urged the Union
governmenttoarrestimme-

diately BrijBhushan Singh.
West Bengal

In Kolkata a protest
demonstrationwasheldon
June5under theleadership
of district secretary
IndrgjitMallik. Addressing
theprotesterswhosat onthe
roadinprotest, hesaidthat
theModi governmentispro-
tecting the accused Brig
Bhushan Singh. Also the
Delhi policeisharassingthe
agitators. He demanded
immediate arrest
BrijBhushan SinghMP.
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USFailstoBreak I ndia-RussiaTies,
RevealsPentagon Secret Reports

All effortsby theUnited
Statesanditsalliestopres-
surelndiaintojoiningtheir
campaign against Russia
havebeeninvain, but India
choseto pursueabal anced
and independent foreign
policy. ThustheUSfailsto
break Russia-Indiatiesac-
cording to a leaked
Pentagonreport. Theleaked
documentsfurther reveals
on how Washington snoops
onadliesandfoesaiketofur-
ther its unipolar world
agenda. A cacheof classi-
fied US documents

leaked onlinerecently has
shedlightonAmericanintel-
ligencegathered about other
countries.Imagesof theco-
vertfilesinitially appeared
onthemessaging app Dis-
cord in January, but went
unnoticeduntil March.

Despite thefailure the
Western pressureon India
continues. Thepolicyinthis
regardisbeing openly for-
mulated by the US —it’s
about tearing India away
from Russia. Maintaining
age-oldfriendly relations
withRussiaisinthenational
interests of India. India
shouldnot sacrificethegood
oldrelationsbetween both
countries at somebody
el se’swhimsand whips.

Itmust benotedthat amid
Russia sstandoff withthe
West over Ukraine, New
Delhi hasbeen pursuinga
balanced policy, demon-
strating independence in
decision-making. Thetac-
ticsof political pressurefrom
theUSaren’tworkingwith
it. Sincetheoutbreak of the
conflictinUkrainein Feb-
ruary 2022, Indiahasbeen
reluctant to relent to de-
mandsby theUSand EU to
condemnMaoscow ortojoin
Western sanctions.

During ameeting with
Ukrainian President
Vladimir Zelensky atthe G7
summit last month, Indian
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi saidthat New Delhi
would do " everythingwe
can” tohelpresolvethecrisis
between Moscow andKiev.

Meanwhile, India has
boosted economictieswith
Russia, withtradeturnover
standingat 39.8billiondollar
last year. Thetwo nations
had previously aimed to

crossthe30-billiondollar
mark by 2025.

Russia has become
India'slargest supplier of ail,
with deliveriesincreasing
twelvefold in 2022 and
reaching24milliontons. It's
important that thesidesare
interestedinlong-termcon-
tractsand not only whenit
comestooil.

Moscow and New Del hi
are” creatingandperfecting
mechanismsthat allow to
continuecooperatingregard-
less of the unilateral
anti-Russiansanctions.

Onesuchmechanismis
switchingtonational curren-
ciesin bilateral tradeand
furtherIndia” obvioudy sees
riskslinkedtoforeigncur-
rencies.”

Thedocumentscons st of

anelaboratetimeline, doz-
ensof military acronyms,
includingsomeitemsmarked
“top secret,” whichgivea
detailed pictureof thecon-
flictinUkraine, ragingsince
February 24, 2022.
“Topsecret” isthehigh-
est level of classification.
Somedocumentsal so con-
tainthemarkingNOFORN,
or “Not Releasableto For-
eignNationals,” meaning
they cannot beshared with
foreignintelligenceagencies,

includingtheFiveEyesal-
liance — the US, Canada,
UK, Australia and New
Zealand.

Consider thedocuments
take on India, which has
been keeping its distance
regardingtheUkrainecon-
flict, and refusing to
condemnitstraditional ally
Russia sactionson global
forums,includingtheUnited
Nations(UN).

Theleak claimsthat the
USinfluenceonNew Delhi
isonthewane. India sstance
echoes those of other
emerging powers such as
Brazil and Egypt, amid
Washington’ sface-off with
Russiaand China.

The US no longer re-

servesthebraggingrightsof
an “unchallenged

superpower” asfar aslndia
isconcerned, whileWash-
ington pursuesaunilateral
hegemonicagenda. ThePen-
tagonreport illustrates that
Indiahasnointentionof tak-
ingsidesinthestandoff over
Ukraine,asNew Delhi’sac-
tionshavedemonstrated.

India’s consistent out-
reach towards Russia —
despitegrowingUSpressure
— came totheforeduring
National Security Advisor
AjitDova’svisttoMoscow

in February, the leaks
revealed.Dova methisRus-
sian counterpart Nikolai
Patrushev on February 22,
and assured him of New
Delhi’s*supportfor Russia
inmultilateral venues’.

Doval purportedly told
Patrushev that India was
working to ensure the
Ukraineconflict would not
comeupintalksduringthe
G20foreignministers meet-
inginNew Delhi onMarch
land 2, despite“consider-
able pressure” to for the
issuetoberaised(Indiaholds
therotating presidency of
G20andthesummitwill be
heldin New Delhi on Sep-
tember 9and 10).Doval also
told Patrushev that India
“wouldnot deviatefromthe
principled positionit had
takeninthepast.”

Diary of

| nternational

=VES
C. Adhikesavan

Indiahasbeenreluctant
toinviteUkraine sPresident
Volodymyr Zelensky tothe
G20summit, despiteKiev's
relentlesseffortstogethim
ontheelite globalist list.
Besides, Russia-Indiaties
have gained anew |ease of
lifethrough growingtrade.
India and China have
emerged astwobiggestim-
portersof Russianseaborne
crude oil, breaking histori-
cal records, and cockinga
snook at US-led
sanctions. Theleak hasalso
shownthattheUSisafla-
grant offender when it
comesto eavesdroppingon
itskey alliessuch as South
Korea, theUAE, Israel and
Ukraine, much to
Kiev’'s disappointment.

L eading economies —
from China and Indiato
SouthAmericaandtheArab
world’smost popul ousna-
tionsBrazil and Egypt, along
with Russia—wereall also
in the crosshairs of US
snooping.TheUSappears
tohavehitastumblingblock
in its attempts
to "punish” Russiafor the
Ukraine conflict, resist
China sgrowing maritime
muscleinthelndo-Pacific,
and to take an aggressive
s t a n ¢ e
agand " authoritarian” regimes

Meanwhile, Pentagon
officialshaveadmitted that
thedocumentsarereal. The
FBI swung into action
and arrested Jack Teixeira,
a21-year-old Massachu-
setts Air National
Guard member.However,
the accused’s audacious
leak could inadvertently
decidethe outcomeof the
Ukraineconflict,andtheUS
foreign policy overdrive
might taketherapfor apo-
tential defeat.
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Rollback Privatisation
Policy of Railways: AITUC

AlITUC secretariat hasissued on June 3, 2023,
thefollowing statement on Odisharail accident:

AlITUC isof thefirm opinionthat thecentral
gover nment hasbeen neglectingthebasicinfra-
structure of Railways, such as the required
manpower, maintenanceof assets, railway tracks,
signaling system whileflagging off VandeBhar at
trainsfor propaganda pur poses.

Thishascreated ahigh end railway systemwhile
makingit precariousfor thecommon people—a
formulatodenigrategover nment owned services
andthentoprivatisethem. TheBSNL and M TNL
arethenotoriousexamples. Thehidden agenda
isof coursetoprivatisetheRailways. TheOdisha
accident isadirect consequenceof thispolicy.

Al TUC demandsadequatecompensationtothe

dependentsof thedeceased and aroll back of the
privatisation policy.

June 11-17, 2023

CAG Report 2022....

From Pagw 05

from 9-36 percent.Accordingtothe CAG
report, there hasbeen asignificant reduc-
tion in track renewal works with the
introductionof RRSK in2017. Therehas
beenasignificant lapseinthefundsallo-
catedtothesetrack renewal works. From
9607 croresin 2018-19, it has been re-
ducedto 7417 croresduring 2019-20. The
report statesthat variousrailway zoneswere
reluctant tousethefundsprovided. Theper-
centagedifference between theamounts
giventodifferent railway zonesfor track
renewal can beunderstood fromthefig-
uregiven.

A survey conductedamong mai ntenance
and safety staff wasalsoincludedinthe
report. Thesummary said that thelack of
knowledgeinthefield amongthecontract
workershasbeen affectingthework.Also
thereisnon-availability of necessary sys-

temscreating hurdles. Inthepast Railway
Budget waspresented separately alongthe
financial budget. In2017, theModi gov-
ernment merged therailway budget with
thegeneral budget. Withthat, theconsid-
erationsthat werespecifically received by
therailwaysdisappeared. Smilarly, thePar-
liamentary Standing CommitteeReporton
Railwaysmentioned saf ety and problems
onthetracksintheir report. But thegov-
ernmentignoredthem.

Accordingtothe CAGreport, many of
thePriority 1 worksunder Head 3100 of
theMinistry of Railwaysinthebudget could
not be carried out due to obstaclesin
funds.Consideringthesefacts, theausterity
policiesby thegovernment hasplayedarole
inloweringthequality of therailways. In
thelight of thesefacts, and the statements
made by the M odi government after the
Balasoretragedy arecontrary tothefind-
ingsof thegovernment’sownauditor.
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Labour Market Recovery...

From Page 04

L ow-income counties
will befacingthelargestjobs
gap rate at 21.5 per cent,
whiletherateinmiddle-in-
comecountries, thecategory
inwhichIndiafalls,wouldbe
slightly above 11 per cent.
Highincome countriesto
register thelowest rates, at
8.2 per cent. Low-income
countriesaretheonly coun-
try income group that has
seenalong-termriseinjobs
gaprate, from19.1 per cent
in2005to 21.5per centin
2023.

L ow-incomecountriesin
debt distressfaceajobsgap
of 25.7 per cent in 2023,
comparedwith 11 per cent
inthedevel oping countries,
indicatingthat financial and
fiscal constraintsare ham-

pering their policy re-
sponses, further worsening
labour market conditions.

Somecountriesarefac-
ing particularly complexand
cascading crises, whichin-
teract with broader global
challengesand exacerbate
labour marketimpacts. They
rangefromnatural disasters
(e.g. the earthquakes in
Turkiye and Syrian Arab
Republic) tomultipleeco-
nomic shocks (e.g. in Sri
Lanka), whichhavecomeon
topof thelingering effectsof
theCOVID-19 pandemic
andtheglobal cost-of-liv-
ingcrisis.

Significant social protec-
tion policy gapsremainin
devel oping countries, espe-
cially in low-income
countries,includinginregard

toold-age pensions. Only
38.6 per cent of older per-
sons in
lower-middle-incomeand
23.2per centinlow-income
countriesrecelveanold-age
pension. Investinginnationa
social protection systems
based on equitableand sus-
tainablefinancingfromtaxes
andsocial contributionsand
complemented by interna-
tional support where
needed, isnecessary andwill
bring economic, social and
employment benefits.

ThelLO’snew estimates
confirmthat buildingana-
tional social protectionfloor,
for example, through ex-
panding basic old-age
pens onsindevel oping coun-
trieswouldincrease GDPper
capitain low- and lower-

middle-incomecountriesby
14.8 per centwithin10years.
Suchbasicold-agepensions
in developing countries
wouldalsoreducetheshare
of thepopulationliving be-
low the US$2.15 PPP
poverty lineby 6 percentage
pointsandincreasethein-
comeshareof thebottom40
per cent of theincomedis-
tribution by 2.5 percentage
points. Furthermore, the
induced effects of basic
pensionswouldreducethe
gender gapinlabourincome
by 3.6 percentage points,
equivalent to the global
progressregisteredinthelast
15years.

The report pointed out
that therequired financial
resources for expanding
basicold-agepensionsare
largebut notinsurmountable.
For devel oping countries,

15

theannual cost of providing
basicold-agepensionsat the
level of nationa poverty lines
isequivalenttol.6 per cent
of GDP(2.3percentand1.5
per cent of GDP for low-
income and
lower-middle-incomecoun-
tries, respectively). For
sub-SaharanAfrica, thecost
would beUS$23.3billion,
or 1.4 per cent of GDPand
approximately 12.5 per cent
of global annual official de-
vel opment assistance.

TheUN Globa Acceera
tor on Jobs and Social
Protection, and the Global
Codlitionfor Social Justice,
canbuildglobal resourcesto
achievebasicold-agepen-
sions, asonepart of areform
of theinternational financial
architecture to better ad-
dress the needs of
lower-incomecountries, the
IL O monitor concluded.

‘ Onw (Kecord ...

The Education Commissioner of
Maharashtrahaswritten aletter totheAnti-
CorruptionBureau (ACB), urgingittoconduct
an open inquiry into the conduct of 40
officids.Complaintshavebeenrecelvedagainst
theseofficials, and some of them have been
caught in bribery cases, Commissioner
SurgjMandhare stated. The officialsunder
scrutiny holdranksof education officersand
above. —India Today, June 7.

* k%

Thewedding processionof aDalit groom
wasattacked with canesand stonesallegedly
by peoplebel ongingto another castebecause
hewasriding ahorseon Monday in Madhya
Pradesh’ sChattarpur district. Thepoliceforce
reached the spot and therest of the proces-
siontravelled ahead safely, policesaid, adding
that threepolice personnel wereinjuredinthe
incident. “ A casehasbeenregistered against
at least 50 peopleof Churai villageinthedis-
trict under 353 (using criminal forceto deter
publicservantfromdischargingtheir duty), 147
(rioting), 323 (voluntarily causing hurt), 506
(criminal intimidation) and 294 (using obscene
language) of thelndian Penal Code(1PC) and
provisionsof Schedul ed Casteand Scheduled
Tribe(Preventionof Atrocities) Act. 20 people
havebeen detained. — TheHindustan Times,

June?.

case.

**x %

A 22-year-old Dalit student hasalleged he
was brutally thrashed by police at Greater
Noida sBeta-2 policestationlast year, add-
ingtheofficialsmadehimconsumeurineafter
arrestinghimina“fake” extortioncase. The
complainant, JeetuaiasJitendraKumar, alaw
student fromAligarh, uploaded many videos
on Twitter claiminghewaspickedupinafake

"KAVACH

Inthevideo, inwhich UPDGPand Gautam
BuddhaNagar Policecommissioner hasa sobeen
tagged, agroup of peoplecanbeheard slapping
and abusing aperson. Gautam BuddhaNagar
policesaid. — Thelndian Express, June?.

* k%

The UP Governor and chancellor of state
universities, Anandiben Patel, removed Saurabh
Mishrawhoisan RSSmanwasarrested by the
M aharashtrapolicerecently onchargesof fraud,
fromtheexecutivecouncil (EC) of theL ucknow
University (LU).TheECistheapex decision
making body of theuniversity and Mishrawas
nominated asmember by thechancellor onApril
6. When contacted, L U registrar Sanjay Medhavi
said, “ Saurabh Mishrawas EC member asa
chancellor’ snominee. Wearefollowingthedi-
rectionsof Raj Bhawan. Theuniversity hasno
roleinhisremoval. “

Mishrawasarrested from hisresidencein
Jankipuram and presented beforeaThanecourt
onJune 2, in connectionwith acase of cheat-
ing, fraudlodged by Thane-based entrepreneurs
onthepretext of allotment of government ten-
der toatuneof several crores, policesaid.—The
TimesOf India, June6.

* k%

January 30.

Compiled by: C Adhikesavan

TheIndian Railwaysisreeling under a
crushing staff shortagewith 3.12lakh non-
gazetted postslying vacant acrossthecountry,
spread across 18 zones, ason December 1,
2022. Thiswasdisclosed by AshwiniVaishnaw,
Minister of Railways, Communications, Elec-
tronics and Information Technology, in
responseto astarred questioninthe Rajya
Sabha. Themaximum postsarevacantinthe
northern zone (38,754), followed by the
western (30,476), eastern (30,141), and
central zones(28,650).InlateNovember | ast
year, theNational Railway Mazdoor Union
(NRMU) of the Central Railway staged a
peaceful protest at the Chhatrapati Shivaji
Terminus in front of Divisional Railway
Manager’sofficeafter duty hoursto express
discontent over thevacancies.IntheCentral
Railway, of the 28,650 vacant posts, almost
50% of thevacancies(14,203) areinthesafety
category that primarily includeoperatingand
mai ntenancestaff, suchasinspectorsof various
kinds, drivers, train examiners, shunters,
amongst several others. — thehindu.com,
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AIYF PROTESTS IN SUPPORT OF WRESTLERS

All IndiaYouth Federa-
tion (AIYF) organized
protests all over India on
June 4, 2023 in support of
theagitatingwomenwres-
tlersat JantarM antar inthe
national capital. Theagitat-
ing wrestlers have been
demandingimmediatearrest
of former president of Wres-
tling Federation of India
BrijBhushan SinghSharan,
accused of sexually harass-
ing the sports women.
I nstead of renderingjustice
totheharassedwomenwres-
tlers,theDelhi policeonMay
28 arrested the protesting
wrestlersalong with their
NFIW supporters and did
not allow themto protest at
JantarMantar. Thisunjust
actionangeredall democrati-
cally minded people
including All IndiaYouth
Federationleaderswho de-
cidedtoobservenationwide
protest.

Delhi

In the national capital
AlYFDelhi statecommittee
organized aprotest meeting
at JantarMantar in which
Federation national leaders
alsotook part.

Addressing theprotest-
ers,AlY Fgeneral secretary
Thirumalai Raman saidthat
evenaftertheinterventionby
the SupremeCourt of India,
the Delhi policehasnot yet

Our Special
Correspondent

registered a FIR against
Wrestling Federation of In-
diapresident BrijBhushan
Singhonly becausehewas

secretary DineshVarshney,
addressing the protesters,
saidthat if thegovernment
thinksthat with the hel p of
policeitwill removetheagi-
tatorsfrom JantarMantar and
thus put an end to the agi-

i 6D (TRABAIE 6
SpBHIRIS rﬁef’ (B

a sitting BJP member of
Parliament and thegovern-
ment isscaredto act against
him. Had such allegations
been made against any or-
dinary citizen, the police
would have arrested him
immediately and put him
behindthebars. Hepointed
out that theBJPgovernment
led by NarendraM odi raises
the slogan, BetiBachao,
BetiPadhao but does not
arrestitsown party MPac-
cused of harassingtheyoung
womenwrestlers, whohave
brought fametothecountry
by their outstanding perfor-
manceininternationa sports
arena.

Communist Party of In-
dia Delhi state council

tationfor justice, itismis-
taken. Thefight for justice
will definitely continuetill it
isachieved.

AlYF state president
AmritaPathak and statejoint
secretary AkashL odhi also
addressed the protesters.
Uttar PradeshAl'Y Fleader

Ll

==

AdvocateDhirendraTiwari
whowaspresent at the pro-
test meeting said that asan
advocatehecaneasily un-
derstand that the charges
leveled against WFI chief
call for hisimmediatearrest
and putting behindbars. Un-
fortunately Delhi policedid
not actinthat way.

NFIW Delhi east Del hi
secretary Priya De,
Poonam, Tabassum and
others also addressed the
protesters.Al'Y FDelhi state
secretary Advocate Sasi
Kumar Gautam conducted
theproceedingsof thepro-
test. CPI Delhi statecouncil
leaders DrKehar Singh,

SanjeevRanaand othersalso
addressed theprotesters.

Kerala

Protest meetings were
held inmany placesinthe
state. Areport fromPayyanur
saysthat aprotest marchwas
taken out in the assembly

e

constituency by the local
AlY Fcommitteeinsupport
of theagitatingwomenwres-
tlers. AlY Fdistrict president
R Chandrakantinaugurating
theprotest meeting saidthat
thewomenwrestlersarenot
aloneandtheentirelndiais
withtheminsupport of their
just cause. Rejeshled the
march. CPI secretary M
RamakrishnanAlY Fleader
Sreejit Mohandas, PBinu
and othersparticipatedin
themarch.

Another report from
Mannarkkad in Palakkad
district saysthat aprotest
marchdemandingjusticefor
theagitatingwomenwres-
tlerswas taken out in the
town.AlY FleaderAjit pre-
sided over the protest
meeting. Al'Y FMannarkkad
area secretary Bobby Joy
Onakkur welcomedthepar-
ticipants and district
president P Naushad inau-
gurated the programme.
AlYF leaders Suresh,
Bharat Cherukulam, Shahina
and othersalso addressed
theprotesters.

Tamil Nadu

Protestsinsupport of the
agitatingwomenwrestlers
wereheldat many placesin
the state. A report from
M ettupalayam in
Coimbatoredistrict saysthat

On Page 12
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