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SINISTER DESIGN oF BJP-RSS
BEHIND UNiFORM CiviL CoDE

“1 measure the progress of a community by the
degree of progress which women have achieved,”
declared Dr Ambedkar nearly a century back to a
gathering of over 3000 women in 1927. This state-
ment made by Dr Ambedkar still remains a good
yardstick to gaugetheprogressof any society, including
ours.Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently made
afervent pitchto® Indian Muslim sistersand daugh-
ters’ tosupporttheBharatiyaJanataParty claiming
that it isthe party that delivered gender justice to
Muslim women by abolishing the practice of Triple

Talaq.

In the same voice, he
madethecasefor aUniform
Civil Code for the entire
country, saying that there
cannot betwo lawsinone
family. When reports of
open discrimination with
minoritiesarecommonand
many membersof theBJP
have madedivisive state-
ments, thePrimeMinister’'s
concernfor theminorities
andespecially for minority
women is surprising. He
could have also asked the
RSS-ecosystem to stop
peddling systematic hatred
towardsminorities. None
theless, hisrhetorical deliv-
ery in Bhopal has sprung
many guestions about the
Uniform Civil Code, Per-
sonal Laws and Gender
Justice.

TheUniformCivil Code
ispart of every BJPelection
manifestosince 1989. After
theBJPwasdecimatedinthe
1984 ections, they shunned
all shadesof moderateness
and started pursuing an ag-
gressiveHindutvapolicy for
polarization and el ectoral
gains. BJP shoundingof the
Ram Janmabhoomi in
Ayodhyacreated fractures
inthesociety andfuelledriots
across the country. The
Uniform Civil Code also

became adivisive ploy at
aroundthesametime. Inthe
1989 manifesto, therewas
noreferencemadetowards
gender justicewhentheBJP
promisedto” prepareadraft
withaviewtoevolveacon-
sensusfor auniformCivil

D Raja

withdoubtful allegianceto
thelndiannation. Thehis-
tory of BJPandUniformCivil
Code, isthus, not directed
towardsgender justice but
towards

fuelling hatred towards
minorities. This history
makesusquestiontheintent
of theprimeminister behind
the‘sagely’ adviceto“Mus-
limsistersand daughters’.

Comingtogenderjustice
and the RSS-ecosystem,
therehardly wasatimewhen
they supported any progres-
sive measure aimed at

thedraconian Rowlatt Act.
Swami Karpatri Mahargj
linkedtheHindu Codewith
the caste of Dr. Ambedkar
and suggested that an un-
touchablelike him hasno
placeinlaw-making! For
them, thesoleauthority for
legislation were the
Dharmshastrasor religious
texts, which discriminated
againstwomen. Opposition
of Bharatiya Jan Sangh
membersinsidetheParlia-
ment and RSSmemberson
thestreetstogender justice
was naked evenwithout a
threadto cover. Theiridea
of familyisnot of parity be-
tween members but strict
patriarchal hierarchy where

Code.” Itisnot acoincident
that theUniform Civil Code
entered BJP’s lexicon of
divideandruleat atimewhen
they havegivenupeventhe
semblanceof constitutional
morality and started on a
path of nakeddemonization
of minoritiestogain politi-
cal power. These
developments are inter-
twinedaimedat polarization
by portraying minoritiesas
foreigners, regressiveand

benefittingthewomenof our
country. Dr Ambedkar
toiled hardto codify Hindu
laws and to give women
equality, right to parental
property and parity withmen
inall manners. TheRSSeco-
systemvehemently opposed
thesereformsand stuck to
their regressivebeliefsthat
givingrightsand agency to
women will break theHindu
family, comparingtheHindu
Codewith*atombomb” and

women are only to serve
their father, husband and
son. After thisquestionable
history of opposing social
reformsand gender justice,
the RSS progeny’stalk of
gender justicetominorities
isastonishing.

Asmany commentators
have suggested, the PM’s
pitch for UniformCivil Code
isdirectedtowardsthe2024
genera elections. Hisappeda

isnot to Muslimwomen or
togender justice. Itissolely
towardsHindumen, while
giving them nothing but
promisingtotakesomething
from the minorities. It's
highly unfortunatethat the
RSSis trying to create a
sadist Hindu society, which
should feel elated to see
minority rights being
snatched, while its own
memberssuffer fromunem-
ployment, inequality and
price-rise. TheUniform Civil
Codepitchisanattempt to
divert the attention of the
electoratefromthecolossal
failuresof governanceinthe
past nineyears, withmile-
stoneslikedemonetization
andrecently, theaflamestate
of Manipur. Thegroupsthat
will bemost affected by the
UCCaretribal communities
and they have registered
their oppositiontoany such
exercise. BJPleaderslike
Sushil Modi have asked
exceptionsto bemadefor
theNorth East and Tribals,
indicating clearly that the
proposed law limitsitonly
toMuslims, Christiansand
Parsis. Not offering gender
justiceto Tribal womenit-
self proves that the PM
Modi’sUCChasnothingto
dowithgender justice, and
has everything to dowith
polarization before 2024
general elections. Opposi-
tionunity hasmadethe BJP
campuncomfortable, andit
isadesperate and shame-
ful attempt to createcracks
inthesociety for electoral
advantage.

ThePrimeMinister also
tried to admonishtheoppo-
On Page 15
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From Amrit Kaal to Kartavya Kaal

Wearefacingthewall today, wherethere
isnobeyondandalsonofuture. Righttofree
speech hasbeen suffocated sincecriticismis
taken asan anathema. Also our rulerstoday
donot endorsetheway peoplelivedinall these
post independenceyears. With democratic
institutions, likesecular, sovereign, socialist
Constitution, conceived and created with
commitmentstowardsthewel fareof our people
and country, theestablishment findsinconsis-
tency, hence the need for dilution of the
fundamental sof our Constitution.

Dilutionwasrationalized asrightswere
foundtobeirrelevant, and needed to beabol -
ished, sinceto quotefrom one of our PM’s
gpeeches, “talkingaboutrights, fightingfor rights
aresimply wastingtime.” Managing some
apparent humility, hesaidthestrugglefor rights
couldbealright in some particular circum-
stances but “...forgetting one’s duties
completely hasplayed ahugeroleinkeeping
Indiaweak.” It wasthen urgedthat everyone
must“walk onthepathof duty, if wereally want
toseethecountry achievenew heights’. Inthe
emergency era, tenfundamental dutieswere
introducedin42™ amendment, in1976. The
11thwasadded throughthe 86th amendment
in2002, whenAtal Bihari Vaj payeewasleading
theBJPrule. All thesedutieswereintroduced
to stopthecitizensfromwasting time, espe-
cialywhilestrugglingtoachieveimplementation
of our fundamental rights. Inthe context of
fundamental duties, imperativefor all theciti-
zensinthecountry, primeminister himselfis
not an exception. Hehasalso hisdutiesasa
citizenand also asthe head of thestateina
democracy. Accordingto Constitution, oneis
expectedtofollowtheideals, institutions, re-
spect theNational Flag and alsotheNational
Anthem. Our primeminister had pointed out
that thetimewasted onfightingfor fundamental
rightshasmadelIndia‘weaker’. Inthepre-
amble of the Constitution itself, three
fundamental rights have been enumerated.

Amongthemare: tojustice, liberty and equal -
ity. Each oneisfundamental to keep democracy
alive. Callingit ‘wasteof time’ isdenial of any
right toassert for them. Inthelast nineyearsof
BJPrule, therehavebeenincidentsof violation
of federalism, secularism, social justice, freedom
of speech, mediaand assembly, freedomfrom
arbitrary arrest among many.

Sofar asNational Flagisconcerned, thebody
of alynchingaccusedwasdrapedinNationa Flag
aswell asthat of the BJP. No actionwastaken.
About National Anthem, Russian hostsin M os-
cow had restrained himwhen our primeminister
started walking off asthe Anthem was being
played. TheBJPrulershaveal so been selec-
tiveabout who should behonored asmartyrsin
India sfreedom struggle. Oneexampleisthe
removal of the namesof 387 Mappilamartyrs
fromthelistof honourinthe Dictionary of Martyrs
of India’ sFreedom Struggle, 1857-1947.

TheJallianwalaBagh memorial, payingtrib-
utestothosewholosttheir livesinthegrim 1919
carnageby Britishforces, reconstructedrevis-
ing historical factswasinaugurated by theprime
minister himself. Accordingtotheexperts, ithas
beenturnedintoasitewithout historicity. It has
been an assault onthe sacred memorial for the
martyrsthere.

InAugust, 2019, Article370wasstricken
downalongwiththespecial statusgrantedtothe
erstwhilestateof Jammuand Kashmir.Alongwith
that wastaken away theautonomy promisedto
the peopleof J& K inthelnstrument of Acces-
sion. By lockinguppolitical leadersandactivists,
bringingtheregionunder theUniongovernment’s
direct control and imposing alockdown and
communicationsbl ockade, theprimeminister and
hisgovernment optedtodisenfranchise,imprison
and humiliateasection of thepeoplethey were

meant to serve. The system has been busy
popularizingthe ‘ Hindukhatremeinhai’ narra-
tiveby the SanghParivar to promoteHindutva
extremism flourishinglargely unchecked. The
strength of unity andfederalismfacedestruc-
tionand eventherightsof thestatesareal so
encroached upon.

Thoughawayspretendingtobebrave, our
government had no explanationwhentheChi-
nesearmy took over partsof Indianterritory.
Infact, it wastheabsurd policy of total denial
withclaimsof nointrusion at all despitethe
multiplepreviousstatementsfromthearmed
forcesandtheregimeitself that were other-
wise.

Thentherewastheirresponsibleresponse
totheCOVID-19epidemicasa‘war’. The
zero-noticelockdownthat brought immense
sufferingstothemasses, thecommunalization
of COVID-19whichhisgovernment and party
encouraged, and absenceof planningaproper
medi cal responseeventual ly ledtomillionsof
preventabledeathsinthis‘war’. Theproblem
only got worsewhenfour ministriesof hisgov-
ernment couldn’ t find away to cooperateand
solvetheproblem.

Thepromisethat hasbeenviol ated most of -
ten hasbeen the attacksagainst minorities,
lynchings, violence, onlinebullying, daily dis-
crimination have been actively promoted by
BJPleadersacrossthecountry, andtheresponse
hasbeenonly silence.

Therehasal so been effortsto destroy our
diversity inunity. Oneexampleiseffortstoim-
poseHindi ontheentirecountry.

Our compositeculturehasalwaysbeenthe
target asthegovernment institutionskeeptai-
loring our history accordingtothepreferences
of therulingregime. Itiswrittenasdemanded,
without any concernfor scientificknowledge.
Thehistorical contributionsof MuslimstoIn-
dian culture hasbeen almost totally omitted.
I slamic monuments, among them even
TajMahal, are projected as symbols of the
subjugation of Hindus.

CPI Condemns FIR against Fact
Finding Team of NFIW

The National Secre-
tariat of the Communist
Party of Indiaissued the
following statement on
July 11, 2023:

TheCommunist Party of
Indiastrongly condemnsthe
FIRfiledagainstAnnieRga,
general secretary of NFIW
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and member of CPI national
executive, NishaSidhu, na-
tional secretary of NFIW
and leader of CPI in
Rajasthan and Deeksha
Dwivedi, independent | aw-
yer.All of themwerepart of
theNFIW led fact-finding
teamto Manipur. TheFIR

filed at Imphal on July 8,
2023isclearly vindictiveand
maliciouswithout any ele-
ment of truth init. This
invocation of criminal pro-
ceedings against reputed
womenleadersisaclearin-
dication of the abuse of
power by thelocal compo-

nent of the* doubleengine
government’.

The CPI views the
criminalizationof thedemo-
craticprocessof fact-finding
asan assault on our consti-
tutional ethos. The
double-enginegovernment
of BJP seems keen on es-

capingall mannersof trans-
parency and accountability
tothecitizenry of thiscountry.

TheCPI also condemns
variousother maliciousFIRs
againsttribal students orga
nizations and their
functionaries, rightsactivists

On Page 14
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and harmony.

It doesn’t mean that there
wereno disputesand clashes
in the past. Whenever such
incidentsoccurred, political
initiativesandtheir ownwis-
dom hel ped themto settlethe
differences amicably and
moveforward. Whenever the
people  of Manipur
broughtcolours to their
socio-cultural lifeitwasthis
feeling of commonnessthat
pavedthepathfor them. That
Manipur no more exists to-
day. Everything the people
achieved collectively have
been shattered to pieces by
the divisive polices of the
BJP.

The BJP government in
Manipur and Centre has to-
tally failed the people of
Manipur and their right to
have a peaceful prosperous
life. It began with the
masterplan of the RSS who
establishedtheir control over
the strategically important
North-East of India. After
bringing the state of Assam
under itshold, the BJP |lead-
ership in Delhi earned
Manipur with their strategy
of hook and crook. In the
electionof 2017, theBJPtried
and failed towinthemajor-

Manipur Has no Respite

Concerted Political In|t|at|ve Need of theHour

People used to call Manipur the Jewel of India. Later,
the gover nment al so borrowed that word to decoratetheir
advertisement hoardings. The history, culture and arts
of Manipur were evolved through periods of timein which
the people played their due role. Meiteis, Kukis and
Nagas form the population of the beautiful territory.
Meiteis are in large numbers followed by Kukis and
Nagas.Facing the odds of life, they were living in peace

ity intheassembly. But with
apolitical aidfrom Delhi and
the support of huge money
bags they could purchase
MLAsand could cook up an
artificial majority through
which they ruled for five
years.

In2022 elections, the BJP
put their handson the shoul -
dersof theMeiteisand Kukis
and used all their usual prac-
tices to manage the
comfortable numbers. Both
theMeiteisand Kukiscould
not understand their long-
termstrategy of divide and
rule. Oncethe RSS- BJP be-
gan their operations the
peopleof Manipur hadto pay
heavy pricesforit. Under the
BJPrulethecrisiswaswors-
ening in Manipur as it
happened el sewhere. | ssues
of unemployment, pricerise,
land and development were
hounding the popul ation of
Manipur also. Followingthe
RSSideology, the BJPgov-
ernment was cunningly
telling both the Meiteisand
Kukis that the ‘others’ are
responsible for their hard-
ships and they are the
enemies. The question of
tribal statusandtribal rights

were engineered in such a
way that led to the distrust
between both the communi-
ties. All those happeningson
May 3weretheexplosion of
thisdiscontentment.

That wasonly the begin-
ning. Following the clashes,
arson and firing on May 3,
the situation worsened all
over the state. After Imphal
inthevalley, Churachandpur
and the hills became the
epicentre of the unending
conflicts. Violencespreadto
Bishnupur, Tengnoupal,
Kangpokpi, Moreh etc. Ex-
tremist elements from both
theMeiteis and Kukis were
intheforefront of killingsand
arson which is the norm of
riots. The poor, theinnocent
andtheweak arethevictims
of the violence unleashed
accordingtothegameplan of
the ruling circles with the
blessings of the RSS-BJP.
We, the delegation of left
MPs, could feel the suffer-
ing of theinnocent peoplein

Binoy Viswam

all therelief camps.

Both in the camps of
Meiteis or Kukis, the sor-
rows are the same. Women
and men, old and young —
they are there in
thousands(according to gov-
ernment sources 50,648
peoplearelodgedin 349 re-
lief camps but the real
numbers are much more).
They may begettingfood for
hunger there. But their ba-
sicessentialslikehealthcare,
sanitation, sanitary pads,
proper nutrition for kids
among others, are lacking.
The education system has
completely collapsed asmost
of the children are in the
camps and many of their
schools burnt. The govern-
ment call them as ‘relief
camps', but onegetsthefeel -
ingthatitisfor therefugees.
People areforced to live as

refugeesin their own coun-
try. We could see number of
churches and temples and
housesthat have been burnt
toashesandthe peopleat the
surroundings looking at us
withburning anxiety intheir
eyes. All these scenes are
testimony to the level of
mutual distrust and rage
whichisthenatural outcome
of racial hatred that rulers
havesucceededinfanningup
to any levels.

Seeing the painful plight
of Manipur today, the people
of Indianaturally ask ‘where
arethestate and the Central
governments? In Manipur,
people can only see a zero
government.The slogan of
maximum governance and
minimum government wasa
big lie. The leader with 52-
inch chest and long tongue
was behaving likea‘mouni
baba’ throughout these days.
Hedid not utter asingleword
about thewidespread crisis

On Page 14

FIR against NFIW Fact Finding Team

Gross Suppression of Democratic Rights

Communist Party of Indianational secretariat
member and |eader of the CPI parliamentary
groupswrotethefollowingletter toN Biren Singh,
Chief Minister, State of Manipur, expressing
seriousconcern over the suppression of demo-
craticrightsand practicesinthestate of Manipur:

| writethisletter to express my seriouscon-
cern over the suppression of democraticrights
and practicesinthe state of Manipur under your
government. Manipurisgrapplingwithviolence
for over two monthsnow and the state-machinery
isfailinginupholdinglaw-and-order inthestate.
Disturbing developments from Manipur have
perturbed peopleall over the country and many
sections have voiced their concerns while as-
piring for peaceand normalcy to prevail in the
state. Itisextremely unfortunatethat such demo-
cratic voicesare being suppressed by the
government and even those of fering assi stance
in peace-building are being targeted.

Peopl e of the country naturally feel disturbed
looking at thelossof lives, propertyand thefrac-
turesin society that have surfaced violently over
the past few months.Democratically minded
peopleal sowishto sharethesufferingsof thepeople
of Manipurand contribute to restoration of nor-
malcy in Manipur. Internet is unavailable for
monthsand | have seenthe pain of Manipuri people,
as member of a joint CPI andCPI(M)
del egationcomprising of five Membersof Parlia-
ment. Similarly, a fact-finding committee of
theNational Federation of Indian Women visited
Manipur and interacted with victims ofviolence,
displacement and arson. Thedel egation comprising
of NFIW General SecretaryAnnie Raja, Nisha
SidhuandAdv. DeekshaDwivedi asovisitedrelief
campsand madesuggestionsabout improving the
conditions of people who are staying there,
especiallywomen, children and theelderly.

Through agrossly undemocratic act, members

of the delegation were charged withsedition,
provocationwithintent to causeriot, assertions
of prejudicestonational-integrationand promoting
enmity between different groupsat | mphal po-
licestation.

ThisFIR isnothing but an attempt at suppress-
ing democratic voices and curtailing
criticism.Continuation of violence in the state
isan indictment of the failure of state-govern-
ment inmaintaining harmony, and the FIR
registered against NFIW activists is an
undemocraticattempt tointimidatevoicescritical
of the government over its handling of the cri-
sis. Peacewill be restored by taking all
stakehol dersin confidence, not through acrack-
down ondemocratic voices. Therefore, | urge
you to immediately rescind the fabricated
chargesagainst NFIW activistsand stop suppres-
sion of democratic normsin Manipur.
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Law Reforms For
Gig Workers

Agigworker isanyone
whoispaidfor ajobor role,
generallyfor amusicianor
a performer, and any job,
that istemporary. Another
definition is that a ‘gig
worker’ isa person
whoperformswork or par-
ticipates in a work
arrangement and earns
from such activities
outsideof a traditional
employer-employee rela-
tionship.

The*work” isnormally
describing afull-timejob
withsetworking hours, in-
cluding approvedbenefits.
Thisjob began to change

Madabhushi Sridhar

continuedtechnol ogical ad-
vances, andthechangeinthe
economy created a new
labour forcecharacterized by
independent and contractual
labour. In the 2000s, the
digital transformationof the
economy and industry de-
velopedrapidly duetothe
development of information
andcommunication tech-
nologiessuchasthelnternet
and the popul arization of
smartphones. Asaresult, on-
demand platformsbased on
digital technologycreated

existingofflinetransactions
by thelevel of accessibility,
convenience, and price
competitiveness.

Proposition22whichwas
approvedin Californiade-
claredthat thegigworkers
arecontractors. Gigwork-
ers are independent
contractors, onlineplatform
workers, contract firm
workers, on-call workers,
andtemporary workers. Gig
workersenter into formal
agreementswithon-demand
companiesto provide ser-
vices to the company’s
clients. TheRajasthangov-
ernment announced that it

basedGigWorkers(Regis-
tration and Welfare) Bill
2023 aimedat theregulation
of the gig economyin the
state.

Theproblemisthat the
gigeconomy hasemployed
around8 millionpeoplein
Indiawhofacedchallenges
suchasloweredincentives,
uncertainty of work, andlack
of employee status.The
Rajasthan government has
aimed at ensuring thewel -
fare of gig workers and
introducingstrict provisions
topunisherrant aggregators.

Thishill will setupaP at-
form-based GigWorker’s
WelfareBoard. Itwill func-
tionasamothershipfor the
over threelakhempl oyeesof
onlineserviceprovidersin
the state. This bill has a
uniquel D withathree-year
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worker registeredwithone
or moreaggregatorsinthe
state.

Thereareseveral punitive
provisionsintheproposed
Bill for aggregatorswhodid
not adhereto the rulesin-
cluding barringthemfrom
functioninginthestate. They
alsohaveprovisionsfor in-
tegrating the data of gig
employeeswiththeBoard
and sharing the data of
alltransactions that took
placeontheplatform, vio-
latingtheseclausescouldbe
finedRs10lakhsforthefirst
offenceanduptoRs1crore
for further offences. The
Boardwill alsorecommend
thetemporary or permanent
suspensionof theoperations
of an online service
aggregator inthestate.

Thishill wasdescribedas

with changing economic
conditions

would
Rajasthan

jobsandemploymentforms

and that aredifferentiatedfrom

introduce the

validity that would begen-

eratedby theBoardfor each On Page 12
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Numbersgame

Inthelast four months, three membersof the PM’seconomic advi-
sory council haveindependently expressed concernabout thequality
of official statistics. Thecritiqueof thestatistical systemisnow com-
ingfromwithintheestablishment. It’spertinent becauseit providesa
senseof the challengesof economic policymaking. Intheabsence of
reliabledata, policymakingisakintoflyingblind.

Indiahasbuiltanimpressivestructureto captureadministrativedata
by governmentsthat canthen befedintothestatistical system. How-
ever, thismode of datacollection needsto be complemented by the
official statistical systemgenerating primary datathrough surveysto
fill thegaps. It’sthe survey data, whereour statistical systemwasa
pioneer inthe 1950s, that hasproved to be problematic. Unlessthis
challengeisaddressed urgently, weruntherisk of optingfor wrong
policiesnot becausethefutureisunknowabl e, but because past data
isunreliable.

Therearetwomain problemstoday withthestatistical system. One,
timetablesto generate primary dataarenot followedrigorously. The
most seriousof theseistheindefinitedelay inthe Census. It’ sunprec-
edented and hasleft abigholeinthedatasystem. Therearealsodelays
intheconsumer expenditure survey and theeconomic census. Among
critical measuresaffected by thesedelaysarethe monthly inflation
readingsand the GDPdata. Two, therearecomplaintsfromtheusers
about thequality of data. Put together, delaysand doubtsabout qual -
ity haveleft Indiadatapoor. Noneof these problemsisof recent origin.
They havebeenbuildingupover time.

A National Statistical Commissionwasconstitutedin 2006 asan
apex body for statistical activitiesandto set standards. It was meant
tobeempowered by legislation. Seventeenyearslater, thelegislation
hasn’ t been passed and the official statistical system at both Centre
and statesisintrouble. Among thein-houserecommendationsto em-
power NSCwasonethat wanteditsmemberspicked throughacommittee

represented by awide spectrum of parliamentarians. A mechanismto
ensurefinancial autonomy wasal so suggested. These suggestionsre-
mainvalid.

Courtesy: The Times of India

Amid thedownpour

The southwest monsoon had recorded 52.6 per cent rainfall defi-
ciency duringthefirst twoweeksof the season that runsfrom Juneto
September. It hasmaderemarkabl e progresssince— not only cover-
ingtheentirecountry by July 2 (six daysbeforeschedule) but al soturning
thecumulativedeficiency intoa2.3 per cent surplusasonJuly 10. Only
easternIndia, Maharashtraand South (barring Tamil Nadu) remainin
thered zone, althoughthe past oneweek and morehave seen even many
of these areasreceive good showers. Onthewhole, it hasnot beena
bad monsoon so far. The delayed onset had sparked concernsabout
farmershavingto possibly plant short-durationvarieties, asagainst those
grownandyieldingmoreover alonger period subjecttothetimely arrival
of rains. Thesurgefromthesecond half of Junehaslargely addressed
that worry.

Themonsoon'’spick-up hasmeant that thetotal areasown under
kharif cropsreportedtill July 7wasonly 8.7 per cent below last year’s
for thesameperiod. Giventhat thewindow for plantingsextendsright
up tothemonth-end, any significant acreage gaps should be covered
withinthenext couple of weeks. But therearetwo cropsthat arestil|
causefor concern. Thefirstisrice, wherepublic stocks, together with
those of wheat, arejust about comfortableand the progressivearea
covered is 23.9 per cent lower compared to last year at thistime.
Telangana, AndhraPradesh, West Bengal, Odisha, Chhattisgarh, Bihar,
and Jharkhand aremaj or rice-producing and consuming states. Their
not gettingmuchrain—

incontrast to Northwest I ndia— can pose problemsdowntheline.
Thesecond potential pain pointispul ses, whoseacreageisdown 25.8
per cent onaccount of deficient rainfall in Karnatakaand M aharashtra.
It’snot clear how much of these shortfallscan be offset by Punjab and
Haryana(inrice) and Rajasthan (in pul ses).

Courtesy: The Indian Express
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A state-level convention of left and democratic
partieswasheldin thecommon hall of A block of
Darulshafain Lucknowon June27,2023. Activ-
ists of left parties from each district of the state
participated in the convention. The convention
decidedtowork together to oust theRSS-BJP com-

binefrom power.

Everydistrictinthestate
wasrepresented by L eft ac-
tivistsintheconventionthat
decidedtowork jointly to
oust theanti-peoplegovern-
ment of the RSS-BJP
combinefrom power inthe
2024 L okSabhaelections.

When the meeting was
held to prepare for the
Lucknow convention, the
datefor the Patnaconven-
tionof theoppositionparties
was not announced. How-
ever, theopposition parties
meetinginPatnaon June23
andthedecisionsprovided
ideological directivetothe
Lucknow convention on
June?27.

A presidiumconsistingof
CPI national executive
member DrGirish,
LoktantrikJanataDal state
president Zuber Ahmed
Qureshi, CPI(M) state sec-
retariat member
MadhuGarg, CPI(ML) state
secretariat member Ramesh
Sengar, All IndiaForward
Bloc state secretary
UdaynathSingh,andnationa
president of Jan EktaManch
D K Yadav waselected. CP
state council secretary
ArvindRg Swarup,CPI(M)
statesecretary DrHirala and
CPI(ML) Liberation state
secretary SudhakarYadav
were also present in the
dais.Arvind Raj Swarupon

@
N

CPI UP state council secretary Arvind R

therequest of thepresidium
conducted theproceedings
of theconvention.

Preparationsfor thecon-
ference were well done.
Consideringthecapacity of
thehall, it was decided to
[imitthe number of partici-
pants. Theenthusiasmof the
comradeswasvisiblewhen
theconferencehall wasover
fulfilledwithdelegatesfrom
far-flungdistrictsof thestate.
Womenrepresentativesand
student-youth representa-
tiveswerea sopresentinthe
convention. Around 300
delegatesparticipatedinthe
convention. Breakfast and
lunch packets were also
provided for the partici-
pants.

CPI(M) state secretary
who submitted thebasic pa-
per on the aims of the
conventionsaidthat theBJP
government at theCentreled
by NarendraM odi and the
BJP government in Uttar
Pradesh led by Yogi
Adityanatharemovingahead
aggressively inimplement-
ingtheneo-liberal policies.
L oot of national assetsand
large scale privatization of
public sector continue
indiscriminately.Communal
corporate nexus has
strengthenedanddictatorial
attacksareontherise. The
BJPgovernmentisengaged
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infurtheringthefascist, RSS
agendaandisthreateningour
congtitutional structure. The
neoliberal and privatisation
policiesof theBJPgovern-
ment have increased the
profits of the capitalists
whilethey haveput thegen-
era publicinunprecedented
difficulties.

Inthelast 10years, 40 per
cent of theincreaseinthe
country’swealthwaswith
oneper cent of the popul a-
tionand only threeper cent
wasavailablefor 50 per cent
of thepopulation. Inthelast
two years, the number of
billionairesincreasedfrom
102 to 166. On the other
hand, thenumber of hungry
peopleinindiahasincreased
tremendougly.

Risinginflationandprice
riseshavemadelifedifficult
forthemasses. Accordingto
World Bank, India ranks
firstintheworldintermsof
youthunemployment. Every
family is troubled by the
burden of unemployment.
TheBJPgovernmentisget-
ting black lawspassedinthe
Parliament against theinter-
ests of toiling people,
labourers, farmers, farmla-
borers. Labour Codes,
AgricultureLavAmendment
Bill are some exampl esof
such steps.

TheConstitution, secu-

T

Arvind Raj Swarup

aj Swarup addressing the co

lar democracy, social justice
and federal structure are
under attack by the BJP
government andtheRSSso
that they canimplement the
agenda of communal
Hindutva. Changesarebe-
ing made in the course of
history toestablishtheide-
ology of Hindutvaagainst
India'sdiversity and unity.
New education policy has
beenbroughtfor centraliza-
tion, marketing and
communalization  of
education.Inordertoimple-
ment the anti-people,
communal policies, theBJP
governmentiscrushingde-
mocracy and moving
towardsthepath of dictator-
ship. Using ED, CBI and
stringent laws, the process
of sending opponentstojail
isgoingon. Effortsarebe-
ing made to make the
Election Commission and
theJudiciary infavour of the
BJPgovernment.

Bulldozer police state
prevailsin Uttar Pradesh.
Thechief minister takinglaw
into his hand directs the
policeto punishtheaccused
and claimsto restore law
and order throughfakeen-
counters. Maximumnumber
of rapesistakingplaceinthe

ol
nvention

state. Minorities, Dalitsand
women are the victims of
unrelentingattacks. Thepoor
invillagesandcitiesandthe
tribalsinforestsarebeing
uprooted. Agricultural cri-
sishasincreased and work
in  MNREGA has
stopped.Despite the high
cost of electricity, flat rates
for farmers and weavers
havebeenabolished. Meters
arebeinginstalled ontube
wells. Duetothepoliciesof
theYogi government, stray
animalshavedestroyed en-
tirefarms.

Intherecent electionsto
the Karnataka legislative
assembly, the people re-
jectedtheBJPandit could
notwinevenone-thirdof the
seats. Uttar Pradesh has
been made the centre of
communalism. Inorder to
divert the attention of the
people from the burning
problems, theBJPhasputits
full forceoncontinuingwith
theissueof Mandir Masjid.

Thebasic paper further
saidthat theleft pemocratic
partiesinUttar Pradeshhave
decidedthat acampaignwill
belaunchedtomobilizethe
people against the anti-
people, communal and
dictatorial policiesandide-
ology of the BJP
governments.Under this, a
bigralywill beorganizedin
On Page 06
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Lucknow on October 11,
2023. Theconvention ap-
pealedtoworkers, farmers,
weavers, employees, stu-
dents, youthandwomento
support thecampaignand
makeit successful inorder
toprotectlife, livelihood,
secular democracy andthe
Constitution.

Thebasi cpaperindicated
that beforetheOctoberrally,
thefollowing campaignswill
beheld:

B Districtlevel con-
ventions in some major
districts like Varanasi,
Ghazipur, Mirzapur,
Allahabad, Sultanpur,
Kanpur, M oradabad, etc.

B Padyatras, jathas,
villagegatherings, |eafl ets,
cultural programme,etc, etc
will beheldtotakethemes-
sageof therally to people.

B [nJuly,ameetingof
theleft democraticpartiesin
thedistrictswill beheldto
preparetheoutlineandthe
campaignwill berunboth
jointly andindependently.

B Local issues will
also beraised prominently
duringthecampaign.

B At theend of Sep-
tember, joint press
conferenceswill beorga-
nized by thestatel eadership
of theparties.

After the presentation of
thebasic paper, theleaders
expressed their views in
support of it.

CPI national executive
member Dr Girishpresenting
hisviews said that itisa
matter of great satisfaction
that the L eft partiesaresit-
tingtogether. Thereusedto
beatimewhenthey did not
sit together but circum-
stanceshavechangedandall
have cometogether. Sup-
porting thebasic paper, he
saidthattheBJPgovernment
isanti-women. He sarcas-
tically saidthat thebulldozer
didnot goagainst thesexual
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exploitation of womenplay-
ers and those who bet on
their reputation. Hesaidthat
if thebulldozer movesinone
direction, thentheworkers
of theleft partieswill stopit
by holdingit.Hesaidthat the
new Parliament Housewas
builtinplaceof theoldone
because the BJP and RSS
never participated in the
freedommovement. Thenew
building was
inauguratedkeepingasidethe
values enshrined in the
Constitution. Hesaid that
whentherewill beachange
of power in 2024, thenthe
thengovernmentwill haveto

think carefully about this |

new buildingaswell.

In his address, he ap-
pealed to the workers to
striveto stoptheattemptsto
changetheConstitution.To
defeat thecommunal alli-
ance, the left democratic
forceswill havetounite. He
alsosaidthat if other demo-
cratic parties in Uttar
Pradeshhad notignoredthe
left, thesituationwouldhave
beendifferenttoday. Hesaid
that thereisstill timeandin

UPasoin2024theBJPcan
bedefeated andfor that the
democraticpartieswill have
tobefriendly withtheL eft
partiesby keepinganopen
mind.

CPI(ML) Liberation
state secretary
SudhakarYadav supporting
the basic paper said that
theconvention hasspecial
significanceinthiscritical
period. Theleft and demo-

cratic partieswill haveto
work unitedto changethe
present circumstances. The
workerswill haveto create
anatmosphereof peaceand
unity inthesociety. Itispos-

sible that the BJP can be
defeatedin2024inthecir-
cumstancesthat havebeen
createdinthecountry.
Supportingthebasic pa-
per, CPI state council
secretary Arvind Raj

Swaroop said that today
ourworkersfromall overthe
state have gathered. The
leadersof thedistrictsand
the state have mobilized
themselves. They arewell
awarethat under theruleof
BJPand RSS, the country,
itsdemocracy, mixed cul -
ture, Constitution,
everythingisindanger.All the
values of thefreedommove-
ment areindanger. TheBJP

and RSShavedestroyedthe
dignity of humanbeing. It
hasdividedthesociety into
different castesandreligions.
Thesecircumstancescanbe
changed by thejoint work of
left and democratic
parties. Thatiswhy thiscon-
ventionisbeing organized

andahugerally will beor

ganizedinOctober.

Onthisoccasion, there-
gional president of
LoktantrikJanataDal Zubair
Ahmed Qureshi saidinhis
address that democratic

forceswill havetoestablish
unity withtheL eft.Hesaid
that theSamajwadi Party will
havetocomeforwardforthis
work andwhentheredflag
will move along with the
democraticforcesinthedis-
tricts, then the political
balancewill alsochangeand
themannerinwhichMuslim
minoritiesarebeingtargeted
by the government dueto
communal policies. All secu-
lar parties need to come

-
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together for thistask. He
also supported the basic

paper.

AIFB stategeneral sec-
retary Udaynath Singhsaid
inhisaddressthat thepeople
of thecountry andthe state
should not forget
Netaji Subhash Chandra

AN
Bose. When Netaji was
fightingfor thefreedomof the
country, the RSS was op-
posing Netaji. Theleftand
democraticforceswill de-
feat thesecommunal forces
inthe2024 el ectionsandthe
All IndiaForward Blocwill
join hands with its full
strength.

Jan EktaM anchregional
president DK Yadav ap-
pealedtotheleft partiesand
democraticforcestojointly
uniteto defeat the BJP.

Apartfromtheprominent
office bearers, other |eft
leaders also kept their
views. PremNathRai,
MadhuGarg, BL Bharti and
Babu Rao Yadav from
CPI(M), PhoolchandYadav
from CPI, MahendraRai,
Ramesh Singh Sengar from
CPI(ML), Sunil Kumar
Maurya, Ayush Srivastava
were prominent among
them.

Attheendof theconven-
tion, the delegates
unanimously adopted the
basi c paper amidst shouting
slogans.
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hereisdissatis
factionwithIn
dianhigher edu-

cationinstitutionsand are
ascribedit, broadly speak-
ing, to the absence of
corporate practicesof hir-
Ing and management in
publicuniversities.

Indiahasavast network
of privateingtitutions, enroll-
ing 70 per centof all tertiary
students. Why havethey not
transformed the dismal
scene?

Withahandful of excep-
tions, they are run by a
reductivemechanica model
of themanagement regime
favoured by some: At fac-
toryfloorlevel, shall wesay,
rather than the inspired
heights where unicorns
graze. Theseinstitutions
might hireafew star faculty,
but most teacherscarry out
routineteachingat cut-price
rates, oftenwithinakind of
gig economy. At most
places, taking timeoff for
researchisdiscouraged. The
best of these institutions
purvey soundformal train-
Inginset professiona sKills;
many cannot deliver evenat
that level.

Thefew exceptional pri-
vateuniversitiesofferfaculty
muchmoresecurity (includ-
Ing tenure), and assured
facilitieslikeresearchgrants
and sabbatical leave—the
benefitscommontouniver-
sitiesacrossthefreeworld,
includingcentra universities
inIndia. (Stateuniversities
usually offer much less.)
Quality isensured, inboth
privateand publicinstitu-
tions, notthroughinvasive
monitoring by “regulators
and funders” but by free
exchangeand collegiality
among the faculty them-
selves.

Fundsfor publicuniver-
sities, especially those at
statelevel, arenot routine
handouts. Intheheyday of
the UGC, when indepen-
dent India's university
system was being put in
place, UGCfundingwasa
rewardfor enterprise. Vir-
tually all research grants

Free Higher Education
From Profit Motive

were routed through
project-based schemes.
Theyinvolvedproject writ-
ing, adefence, and periodic
review beforeeachrelease
of grants. The other great
source of funds was the
Five-Year Plan. Although
Planfundingwasaregular
feature, thequantumof funds
wasnot: It wasdetermined
by past performanceandthe
merit of the proposals. No
doubt there were unde-
served awards (and
undeserved rejections) but
from much experience of
both endsof theexercise, |
cantestify it wasno push-
over.

Hence, thewidedispar-
ity in standards between
publicuniversities— suc-
cessbred success. Theone
major complaint might be
that lack of successwasnot
adequately penalised. The
public university system
started to falter when the
ambitious professional
classesopted out, seeking
more exclusive access to
jobs and ascendancy
through privatised higher
education. Thedeclinein
statusof thepublicuniver-
sitiesinevitably translated
into adeclinein funding.
Today, the UGC and plan
funding haveboth vanished.
The Rashtriya Uchchatar
ShikshaAbhiyanisascaled-
down and unreliable
substitute.

What, inthiscontext, are
the*“market forces”? Pre-
sumably they arenotthinking
of incomefromfees, though
their advocacy of “for-profit
HEIs”, including foreign
universitiesmakeuswonder.
Morelikely they mean de-
mandforthekindsof training
thejobmarketrequiresina
market-driven economy.
Gainful employmentisvery
reasonably thefirst aim of
virtually all students, and
HEIsmust cater toit. But
what kind of employment,

withinwhat ecosystem?

“Knowledgeeconomy”
canbedefined at many lev-
els. It can mean the
applicationof skillsacross
themanufacturing and ser-
viceindustries. It canmore
fitly meanindustrieswhere
advanced knowledgeisa
major input, like pharma-
ceuticals or information
technol ogy. Butaknowledge
economy inthefullest sense
iswhereknowledgeisnot
only theinput but theoutput:
where knowledge is har-
nessed to yield more
knowledge.

Knowledge isits own
“marketforce”. Thisisthe
most basic markettowhich
HEIsmust cater, creating
jobs in teaching and re-
search. Universities and
research centresareusually
not floated onthestock ex-
change, but theinstruments
tradedthereultimately draw
ontheknowledge market.
Hence, nationswith along-
term commitment to
capitalism—theUSabove
all — foster autonomous
centresof learning where
knowledge is generated
fromknowledge, atitsown
speed, initsown congenial
milieu. Thesecentresexpand
thereservesof knowledge,
afundamental asset. It can
then be invested in more
conventiona formsof wealth
creation.

Suchknowledgecentres
call for rigorousstandards
of productivity and account-
ability. But they do not
operateby thehireandfire,
stick and carrot, supply and
demandtacticsof aground-
level consumeristmarket, let
alone a gig economy. To
defineonemarketinterms
of theotheristodistort and
misdirectit. Therhetoricof
management sciencecannot
beglibly evoked.

Yetlefttoitself, mightthe
knowledge economy not

foster indolence, wasteand
irrelevance?Yes, of course,
just aseconomiesof other
typesembraceloss, greed
andaggression. Neitherkind
of entropy canbeprevented
by external regulation be-
yond a point. It isfor the
playersthemselvesto act
withskill and probity.

Itisusually besttoleave
asystemtoensureitsown
viability. When the UGC
sought toregulateteaching
appointmentsby designing
anAcademic Performance
Index, it provedtocontain
analmostinbuilt mechanism
toeliminatethebest candi-
dates, especially in the
humanities. Layingdownthe
detail sof every syllabushas
curbedtheteacher’sfree-
dom to teach and the
student’stolearn. Both pro-
visionshavepreventedsome
damage, but worked agreat
deal more.

Theonly valid question
should be this: Does the
current dispensation, with
muchmechanical regulation
ineptly factored in, offer
moreor lesschancetoastu-
dent to acquireknowledge
andleadarewardinglifethan
the untidy order it issup-
posedtorectify?Thereisno
easy answer either way.

Classroomsis be-
ing made a place of
Hindutva
propaganda
Knowledgecentrescall
for rigorous standards of
productivity and account-
ability. But they do not
operate by hire and fire,
stick and carrot, supply and
demandtacticsof aconsum-
erist market. Education or
knowledge should not be
treated asproductsand ser-
viceswhichareboughtinthe
open market. Further, the
classrooms are becoming
prisonsof thought and ex-
pression. Without the
freedom of honest speech,

STUDY &

STRUGGLE

theclassroomwill nolonger
be aplace of genuineand
openlearning. Itwill instead
becomeaspacefor propa-
ganda. Campuses and
classroomsserveaslabora-
tories of ideas. Teachers
encouragestudentsto speak
their minds here because
where elsewould they get
such an opportunity?Inhi-
bitionsand censorshipexist
Inevery aspect of society,
startingfromthefamily.

Theclassroomisbuilton
an unspoken contract be-
tween students and
teachers, based on mutual
trust. Just as students are
allowed to present their
viewsfreely, teachersare
also free to present their
views. Theirroleisnottoact
asumpiresin the game of
ideas; rather, their training
and positionimposeamore
onerousresponsibility on
them. Itistheir duty toteach
studentshow to think and
how tothink responsibly.

If ateacher isconstantly
forcedtodoubt theintentions
of her studentsandfearsthat
anythingthey say might be
broadcasted or that the au-
thoritieswill becalledupon
them, then the classroom
becomesanextremely tense
environment.

Without thefreedom of
honest speech, it will no
longer be aplace of genu-
ineand openlearning. The
classroomwill instead be-
come a space for
propaganda. Thisisprecisaly
what Hindutvaorganisations
want the classroom to be-
come. But is this what
studentsalsowant?
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of a Nation.”

Contestablenatur e of
Indian Constitution

Thenatureof theConsti-
tutionof India, whetheritis
federal or unitary, or quasi-
federal,isacontestableeven
today. Somejuristsbelieve
that thelndian Constitution
isthefederal Congtitutionin
itshistorical context, andin
thissense, differentfromthe
dominant form of afederal
state, that is, the United
States of America. Some
otherjuristsbelievethat the
IndianCongtitutionisfedera
ingpiritbutunitaryinitsform.
Similarly, themost prevail-
ingview of thenatureof the
Constitutionisgivenby the
chairman of the Drafting
Committee, Dr BR
Ambedkar, which is en-
shrinedinArticle 1 of the
Constitution of Indiathat
Indiais'theUnionof States
which meansaccording to
judicial interpretations’ the
Unionisnot breakable, but
thestatesarebreakable’ in
compel lingcontext of “ unity,
integrity, and development.”
Inother words, theUnion of
Indiadoesnot result from
thestates agreement. Hence
theUnion cannot bebroken
by the states. Still, the ex-
istence of states can be
atered by theUnionthrough
ordinary legislation. This
featuresitselfis, argued by
somejurists, asafeatureof
aunitary constitutionwhere
the Union has the upper
handinall spheresof state
power. The jurist like
GranvilleAustinmaintains
that thelndian Constitution
provides for an amicable
settlement to address sev-
eral issuesin the form of
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Cooperative Federalism

Rhetoric and Contrasting Practices

The rhetoric of cooperative federalism has been
continuouslyreiterated by the BJP, but their govern-
ment and its representative office in the state,the
governors, practicejust opposite. Theterm* cooper a-
tivefederalism” wasused by GranvilleAustinin his
famousbook “ Thelndian Constitution: Cornerstone

“cooperativefederalism”
whichisoneof thecontest-
ableideas.

Constituent Assembly
Debatesand

Governors

TheConstituent Assem-
bly of India, which was
tasked with drafting the
Constitutionof India, indeed
had extensivediscussionson
variousaspectsof theoffice
of thegovernor. Oneof the
primary concerns during
thesedebateswasto strike
abalancebetween “theau-
thority of thegovernor and
theautonomy of thestates,”
whichisanessential feature
of federal structure.

There were differing
opinions on whether the
governor should be ap-
pointed by the President of
India or elected by the
state’ speople. Somemem-
bers of the Constituent
Assembly argued for an
elected governor toensure
greater accountability. In
contrast, otherssupported
the appoi ntment processto
maintainthegovernor’sim-
partiality andobjectivity and
therelative supremacy of
elected government in a
parliamentary democracy.
Thatiswhy thelatter option
waspreferred onthelineof
thepresident’soffice. Fur-
thermore, the assembly
debated the relationship
betweenthegovernor and
the Council of Ministersin
thestates. Theobjectivewas
to establish a system that
ensured cooperation be-
tweenthegovernor andthe
state government while
maintainingthegovernor’s
constitutional responsibili-
ties.

Amit Kumar

Ultimately, thedebates
ledtotheinclusionof pro-
visionsrelatedtotheoffice
of thegovernorintheCon-
stitution of India. The
governor wasdesignated as
theconstitutional head of the
state(titular headto act ac-
cordingtoaidandadviceof
the council of ministers),
representingthePresi dent of
India. Hewasgranted pow-
ersandfunctionsinlinewith
their roleastheguardian of
the Constitution and the
states.

These provisions have
been subjecttointerpreta-
tionand amendmentsover
timethroughjudicial pro-
nouncements and
constitutional amendments.
Thus, onthelineof thepower
of thepresident, the power
of thegovernorislimitedto
‘act according to aid and
adviceof thecouncil of min-
isters’ except in certain
casesof appointment of chief
minister after theelection, in
caseof ahungassembly, etc.
(Shamsher Singhv. Stateof
Punjab, 1974).

Now thislimitedroleof
the office of governor is
changing and becomingthe
officeof the political and
ideological headwhichis
antagonistictothe concept
of federalism. Federalismis
not ameansto divide pow-
ersbetweentwolevelsof the
government but rather a
constitutional scheme to
securetherightsof thedi-
verse citizenry and their
practices. It aims against
‘uniformity and homogene-
ity’ and protects’ diversity
and heterogeneity.’

A Sagaof Misuse—Ar-

ticles 356 and 153

Article356 of thelndian
Constitutionempowersthe
President of Indiatoimpose

thepresident’sRuleor cen-
tral ruleinastateif thereis
a breakdown of constitu-
tiona machineryinthat state
under Article 356 of the
Constitution. However, the
provision hasbeenasubject
of debateand criticismdue
toinstancesof itsalleged
misuse by the central gov-
ernment to dismiss state
governments on political
grounds. It isto be noted
here that the office of the
governor under Article153
itself isregarded asone of
theunitary featuresof the
Indian Constitution.

Thefrequent misuse of
Article356 andtheofficeof
the governor for political
gainsunderminedemocracy
andfederal structure. Sev-
eral committeesincluding
DrP.V. Rgjamanar Commit-
tee (1969) by then DMK
Government of Tamil Nadu,
Justice SarkariaCommis-
sion (1983), 2nd
Administrative Reforms
Commission(2005), Justice
Madan Mohan Punchy
Commission (2007), had
recommended the“ excep-
tional use or use as a last
resortof Article356” tosave
constitutional democracy
andthefederal structureit-
sdf.

Roleof CourtsinIn-
terpreting and
Limiting Misuse

Over theyears, several
caseshavechallengedthe
invocation of Article 356
beforethe Supreme Court
of India. TheSupremeCourt
hasplayedacrucial rolein
interpretingandlimitingthe
discretionary power of the
central government under
Article 356 to prevent its
abuse.

Inthelandmark case of
Stateof Ragjasthanv. Union
of India(1977), popularly
known asthe*Hindu Rao
case,” the Supreme Court
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laid down essential guide-
lines and principles to
preventthemisuseof Article
356. Thecourt heldthat the
power under Article 356
should be* used sparingly
andasalastresort’ whenall
other alternativestorestore
constitutional machinery
havefailed. It emphasized
that thecourt hastheauthor-
ity toreview thesubjective
satisfaction of thepresident
or thegovernor. Theimpo-
sitionof thepresident’srule
canbestruck downif found
tobe'arbitrary or based on
irrelevant or extraneous
considerations.’

Insubsequent cases, such
asS.R.Bommai v. Union of
India(1994), the Supreme
Court further strengthened
itspositiononthelimited
scope of Article 356. The
court heldthat themajority
enjoyed by astategovern-
ment on the floor of the
legidlativeassemblyisarel-
evant factor indetermining
thegovernment’ slegitimacy.
It al so stated that the power
of judicial review extendsto
examiningwhether thema-
terial relied upon by the
president or the governor
wasrelevantandjustifiedfor
invokingArticle356.

The Supreme Court’s
decisionsinthesecaseshave
curtailedthearbitrary useof
Article356 and established
clear guidelinesforitsinvo-
cation. The court has
emphasizedtheneedtopro-
tect thefederal structureof
thelndian Constitutionand
maintain adelicatebalance
betweenthecentral govern-
ment and the states. It is
important to note that the
Supreme Court’sdecisions
havepartially eliminatedthe
misuseof Article356. How-
ever, they have acted asa
significant check onthear-
bitrary exercise of power,

On Page 12
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Thefollowingisthetext of therepresentation
sent through email by Communist Party of I ndia
Puducherry state council secretary A M Saleem
totheUnion financeminister NirmalaSitharaman
ahead of her visitto Puducherryhighlightingthe
root causeof thefinancial crisesof Union Teritory

andtheway out:

he economy of
Puducherry is
now inthedol-

drums. Unemploymentisat
the peak. Manufacturing
sector isat thedecline. Gov-
ernment PSUs and
cooperdativeingtitutionshave
become defunct. Rural
economy isat crossroads.

Throughthisrepresenta-
tion we would like to
describetheroot causethat
led tothepresent financial
crises and also solicit the
government of Indiatotake
someimmediate stepsen-
listed below that are
inevitable for retrieving
Puducherry fromcrisesriden
economy andfor itsfuture
growth.

DuringtheFrenchindian
Freedom struggle,the
governmentof Indiaissueda
presscommuniquétoclarify
themisunderstandingswith
thepolicy of thegovernment
of Indiaconcerningthefu-
tureof theFrench settlements
inIndiaintheevent of them
joiningthelndianUnion. In
the communiqué it was
stated that thegovernment
of Indiawill provide ad-
equatefundsfor carryingon
the administration of the
French Indian possession
and that they would be ad-
ministered asautonomous
unitsindirect relationswith
theCentral government.

As per Article 1 of the
Treaty of Cessionof French
Establishments, government
of India after merger of
French settlements of
Puducherry, Karaikal,Mahe
andYanamwiththelndian
Union provided mainte-
nanceand devel opment cost
fromitsconsolidated fund of
Indiatill consolidated Fund
of Puducherrey wascreated
intheyear 1987. Sincethen,
liberal grant, loans, and

maintenance cost werere-
ducedwhichledtoeconomic
instability.

Theeconomiccrisessitu-
ationfurther worsened after
theopening up of aseparate
public account and open
market borrowingintheyear
2007 dueto shift of finan-
cid management policy of the
Centre. Seventy per cent of
the central grant was re-
ducedto 30 per cent. Thirty
per centloan providedby the
Centrewasstopped and 70
per centfundswereallowed
tobeborrowed from open
market.

At the opening of the
publicaccount, theprevious
debt amount of Rs1,750
crores was not waived.
Instead,it wasfixed asthe
opening balance.

The public loan bor-
rowed by the Puducherry
administration between
2007 and 2023 had in-
creasedthreefoldthanthe
prior 50 yearsof debt.

The introduction of
Goods and Service Taxes
had further aggravated the
situation. Salestax and ex-
cise taxes are the main
resourcesunder thetax rev-
enue. But, in GST thestate
government doesnot have
therighttodeterminethetax
percentage.

Thetaxes collected by
theUniongovernment from
Puducherry gotothecen-
tral pool of theconsolidated
Fund of India, But for the
purposeof assigning funds
from central pool,
Puducherryisnottreated as
State for devolution to be
recommended by Central
FinanceCommissions.

TheNational Instituteof
Public Financeand Policy
and the Madras School of
Economicsstated intheir

reports that Puducherry
suffers Rs1,500-2,000
croresof notional sharefrom
Central pool dueto non-in-
clusioninCentral Finance
Commission.

The Puducherry Union
Territory sincehavinglegis-
latureistreated asastatefor
Tax Reformsand FRBM Re-
formspurposes, but for the
purpose of grants and Fi-
nance Commissionawards
itistreatedat par withUTs
without legislature.

Thiscontradictioninle-
gd interpretationsinfavour
of the Union government
deprivesPuducherry’sFi-
nancial self-reliance.

Therefore we request
thegovernmentof Indiato:

B [ncludePuducherry
intheFifteenth Central Fi-
nance Commission for
devolutionof Fundsfromthe
central pool of Consolidated
Fundof India.

B ProvideCentral Fi-
nanceCommissionfundsfor
panchayatsand municipali-
tiesof Puducherry.

B Providegrantsun-
der Art 275 of Constitution
of India

B Repayment of
Rs1,750 croresstood accu-
mul ated asdebt onthedate
of theopening of publicac-
countintheyear 2007.

Further, webringcertain
issueshereunder for favour
of considerationandaction.

Textile Industries:
PM MITRA
Scheme

The capital city of the
U.T. of Puducherry waspre-
dominantly anindustria city
duetothepresenceof three
composite Textile Mills
started during the French
CapitalistsduringtheColo-
nial rule.

After Independence,
duringthe1970stwomills,

9

IncludePuducherryin
15thCentral FinanceCommission

Sri Bharathi Mills and
Swadshi CottonMillswere
vested with the National
TextilesCorporationtoavert
their closure. Later on,inthe
year 1985, Anglo French
Textiles which remained
closedfor threeyearswas
takenup by thePondicherry
TextilesMillsby way of a
Legidation.

In due course, the two
NTCmillshadlost thesta-
tusof compositemillsand
functioned merely asspin-
ning mills. Due to
mismanagement, lack of
competitivebusinessplan,
irrational investment all the
threeTextileMillsstarted
incurringlossesand now the
present Government had
categorically stateditsstand
toclosedowntheseindus-
trial establishments.

TheTextileindustry in
Puducherryif offered proper
patronagewill flourishto
cater to the Socio-Eco-
nomic development of this
state. Thedisintegrated na-
tureof TextilesIndustryis
one of the reasons for its
failuretodevelop.

Anintegrated Textiles
value chain starting from
spinningtomanufacturingat
asinglelocationwould be
moreviable.

Establishing a Textile
park in Puducherry withthe
abundantly availablelands,
infrastructure and labour
forceisalong pending de-
mand of trade unions and

political parties of
Puducherry.
Therefore, werequest to

includePuducherry asone
of the States to get PM
MITRA Parks, inspired by
the5f vision, whichwould
includelargescaleinvest-
ment to  augment
employment opportunity
anddevelopment of thestate.

Wealsorequesttowaive
off thedebt pendingfor pay-
ment by the State
GovernmenttotheNational
Textiles Corporation on
account of transfer of prop-
ertiesof Sri Bharatheeand
Swadeshi cottonmillsdur-
ingtheyear 2004.

State Gover nment
undertakings and
Co-operative

| nstitutions

Thereare43 state Gov-
ernment undertakingsand
Co-operativelnstitutionsis
Puducherry. Whichall had
catered totheemployment
needsof asizeablesection
of thepeopl eof Puducherry
inasuccessful way.Around
10,000 families in
Puducherry were relying
upon theseestablishments
directly fortheir livelihood.

Theseinstitutionswere
functioning profitably and
viably for along period.
Someinstitutionshad even
provided dividend to the
Puducherrygovernment.

But dueto mismanage-
ment, corruption, over
staffing, lack of business
strategies, 40ingtitutionsare
inshambles. Theworst af -
fected arethe employees.
They werenot paidsalaries
for along period ranging
from 13to 114 months.

Many workershad suc-
cumbedtotheir illness as
they couldnot affordtotheir
medical needs. Evensome
of them had committed sui-
cideinsurancepolicieshad
prematurely lapsed dueto
nonpayment of premium.

The livelihoods of the
employee’s families are
greatly affected. Theeco-
nomical demands of the
employeeshad culminated
intoasocial issue.

On Page 12
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‘Black Soil’ : A Device

For National Integration

Thebook launch of the
novel “Black Soil” written
by renowned pan-Indian
Tamil writer Ponneelanwas
held at RabindraBhawan of
SahityaAcademy in New
Delhi. Thenovel originally
named“Karisal” waspub-
lishedinTamil in 1976 when
theauthor wasjust 26 years
old. Since it tells about a
massmovement by thefarm-
ersinthe Deccan region of
Tamil Naduwherethesoil is
dry and black, the name
Black Soil wasgiven. The
English translation of the
book was done by J.
Priyadarshini granddaugh-
ter of Ponneelan.

Thenovel enchantedthe
young Priyadarshini, since
her school daysso muchthat
shewouldtranslateitsparts
into Tamil for her friends.
That passioneventually led
her totrand atethenovel into
English. Notedliterary critic

Manish Srivastava

Vishwanath  Tripathi

summed uptheoccasionas
amoment of national integra-

tion, bridgingthebarriersof
languageandregion, alegacy
and historical task of the
ProgressiveWriters Asso-
ciation (PWA) of which
Ponneelan is the national

president.

Speaking of the novel,
whichishailed asthefirst
social novel in Tamil,
Vishwanath Tripathi under-
lined the essence of great

BLACK
SOIL

PONNEELAN

literary works: it must detail
thedaily livesand struggles
of people. Itisthisdetail that
allowspeoplefromacross
regions and languages to
relatetotheliterature. The

Condemning the actions of
Manipur Government, Del hi stateunit
of the National Federation of I ndian
Women (NFIW) issued thefollowing
statement on July 11, 2023:

Delhi stateunit of theNational Federa-
tionof IndianWomen (NFIW) condemns
theFIR charged by theManipur stategov-
ernment against NFIW fact-finding
delegation. Thestateand central govern-
ment issuppressing those voiceswhich
exposetheir brutality andinactions. We
alsocongratul ated NFIW national general
secretary AnnieRaja, national secretary
NishaSidhu, andAdv. DikshaDwivedi, the
3-member delegation of NFIW that vis-
itedriot-affected areasof Manipur. The
team met refugeesand peoplefrom both
communitieslivinginvariousrefugeecamps
inManipur fromJune28toJuly 1, 2023.

Ononehand, BJP-led statesand the
Central governmentsaredestroyingthe
states by depriving the people, of their

Delhi NFIW Decries FIR
Against Fact Finding Team

fundamental and congtitutional rightsby
plunging theminto discrimination and
communal violence. Ontheother hand,
they aretryingtosilencethepeoplewho
raisetheir voicesagainst theseatroci-
ties. Manipur hasbeenriot-riddenfor
several monthsand both Center and
stategovernmentshavefailedto estab-
lishpeace. NFIW hasastrongunitin
Manipur likeall over theother states
of India. How canthegovernment press
chargeagainst our del egationwhoen-
quired about the condition of our
colleaguesand bringforththeinforma-
tionabout thegovernment’sinaction?

Onceagain Delhi unitof NFIW con-
gratulatesand thanksthesecomrades
for their bravery and demandsthegov-
ernment toimmediately withdraw this
basel ess and absurd FIR registered
against them. Inthe absence of with-
drawal, thegovernment shoul d beready
tofacenationwideprotests.

New Age Weekly

novel isveryrichindetail to
theextent that |and, seasons,
animalss, sky, and other el -
ements of nature grow on
youascharacters.Withsmi-

lar care, thenovel describes

the farmers’ movement
growing likeacrop. It is
organicand patient and not
impulsive.lt nurturesonits
own. Therearenobiglead-

wy

BLACK SOIL

ersbut only common people
and their deep intense,
forceful, and transparent
loveandrelation. Itissub-
lime. Soisitstranslation.
Simpleandrooted.

Inher review of thebook
D Uma, professor of Hindi
and Tamil at theUniversity
of Delhi agreed with the
points stressed by
Vishwanath Tripathi. She
pointed out how theMarx-
ist thought of the novel
unfoldsitself through the
miner detailsof thelivesof
people. Ittellsthestory of
people of adry land, how
theythink, live,anddeal with
caste-classdynamicswhile
themovement salf-organizes
itself throughtheseinterac-
tions. Thebeauty of thenovel
isinexplicatingthesecom-
plexideasinamplelanguage.

A glimpseof thewriting
styleof thenovel waspre-
sented by Priyadarshini,and
SahityaA cademy Awardee
Prof.ArjumandAra, anoted
translator of Urduand Gen-
eral Secretary of PWA,
Delhi. Priyadarshini read out
passagesfromthefirst pages
in English and Arjumand
translated them into
Hindustani.V.N.Rai, writer
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and working president of
PWA saidthat inamultilin-
gual society like India,
translationisanimportant
tool of cultural exchangeand
national integration. He
hopedthat aHindi transla-
tionof thenovel asbeautiful
asthe Englishtranslation
comesout soon.

Presidingoverthelaunch
event, Ram Sharan Joshi
saidthatinour times, when
thelivesof ordinary people
areatrisk, particularly the
farmersan event on Black
Soil isimportant. Thenovel
deals with the everyday
happeningsintheagrarian
crisisthat wasgoingonin
Indiaduring the 1950sto
60s. Itisastory of India's
transition from being a
colony to an independent
nation, fromafeudal soci-
ety to a democracy. This
transition is expressed
throughthesensitivitiesand
emotionsof relationships
between people and the
evolutionof themovement.
Today, wehaveaninstitu-
tional  structure of
democracy, of courseunder
threst, but thefeudal mindset
persists. Black Soil iscer-
tainly a novel of
contemporary relevance.

Expressing happiness
over thefact that hisgrand-
daughter hastranslated his
first novel into English,
Ponneelansharedincidents
relatedtothenovel. Reflect-
ingonhislongliterary life,
hetoldtheaudiencethat he
oftenlistenstopeopletill late
inthenight and thenwrites
aboutit.

Among the audience
were many  noted
personalitiesCPI General
Secretary D. Raja, noted
playwright AsgarWajaht,
well-known painter Savi
Savarkar, theatredirector
Lokesh Jain, and perfor-
mance artist Inder Salim.
Poet and national secretary
of PWA, Vineet Tiwari mod-
eratedtheproceedings. G.C
Bagrijoint secretary of
PWA, Delhi deliveredthe
voteof thanks.

Thenovel Black Soil is
published by Penguinindia.
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Ensuing July 19 marksthesuccessful completion
of 54 yearssincethemajor privately-owned bankswere
nationalizedin our country. Thus, July 19, 2023 marks
the 55" Bank Nationalisation Day. Itisan impor-
tant occasion for usto cel ebratebecausewehaveplayed
a crusading rolein fighting and achieving the na-

tionalization of banks.

Thankstothevisionof the
foundingfathersof AIBEA,
thisdemandwasinthewomb
of AIBEA right from its
foundingin1946. For more
than two decadesthereaf -
ter, AIBEA campaigned,
agitated and after abitter
struggle, achieved thisde-
mand of very significant
political importance. That
iswhy we celebrate this
achievement.

It is very important to
recall theroleplayedby CPI
andAITUCIinguidingand
inspiring AIBEA in this
struggle. Leaderslike S
ADange, BhupeshGupta, S
M Banerjee, AK Gopalan,
N K Krishnan, Indrajit
Gupta and many others
were championing thisde-
mandinsideand outsidethe
Parliament. Ofcourse,
PrabhatKar who was a
Member of Parliament from
CPI and also general secre-
tary of AIBEA played a
leadingroleinraisingthe
demand repeatedly in the
Parliamentandalsobuilding
upabigstruggleby thebank
employees.

Inour country whichisdtill
a developing economy,
banking playsacrucial role
inpropelling devel opment
and growth. Since all the
bankswerein private sec-
tor and the major private
bankswerecontrolled and
owned by thebig capital -
ists, they were concerned
onlywiththeir profitsandnot
bothered about thecountry’s
needs.

For needy segmentsand
needy sections, banking ser-
vice, particularly banking
credit wasnot accessible.
Thusprivatebankswerejust
profit-making machinesfor
thecapitalistsandindustrial
houses. Hencearosethepa-
trioticdemandtonationaize
the banks to make them

subservient to broad-based
economic growth and
progress.

This demand was ridi-
culed by many as not
achievable. Many others
weresceptical. Industrial
houses, capitalistsand own-
ersof thebankswereangry.
Government wasunhappy
and irritated with the de-
mand. But AIBEA was
determinedtofight for the
demand.

From our Trivandrum
Conference held in 1964,
AIBEA declaredamassive
struggle. PrabhatKar and
Parvanagavetheclarioncall
for a sustained struggle.
Bank employees were in
peak of agitationall overthe
country demanding nation-
alization of banks.

In1966, CongressParty
lost power in many states
becausetherewasincreas-
ingdistressinrura areasand
peoplewerelosingfaithon
Congress party. Hence
IndiraGandhi took decisions
toaddresstheseissues. But
theseprogressivemeasurers
were being opposed by
many leaders within the
Congressparty.

Around 1969, the prob-
lemswithin the Congress
party between IndiraGandhi
andMorarji Desai widened
and I ndiaGandhi announced
various progressive deci-
sions. This created a
congenial political situation
topursueour demand. Com-
munist Party, AITUC and
other progressive forces
al so echoed our demand.

PrabhatKar was a
Member of Parliament from
1957 t0 1967. Heused to
raisethedemandinsidethe
Parliament on every occa-
sionand mobilized support
of variouspolitical parties
and MPs.

The time was ripe.
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Nationalised Banks are Nation-Building Institutions

Privatising Banks
Is Anti-people

Madam Indira Gandhi
plunged into the decision
and on July 19, 1969 her
government promulgatedthe
Ordinance.

TheBanking Companies
(Acquisitionand Transfer of
Undertakings) Bill, 1969,
clarifyingtheobjectiveand

AIBEA

reasons for bank
nationalisation, mentioned
asunder:

“The Banking System
touchesthelivesof millions
and has to be inspired by
large social purposesand

CH Venkatachalam

SwathantraParty(doesnot
exist now) and Jan Sangh
(former nameof BJP). Thus
AIBEA scripted agolden
chapterinthepolitica events
of our country.

Bank nationalization
transformed the banking
sectorinabigway. Branches
wereopenedinrura villages.
Bank loanswere given to
hitherto neglected sector on
apriority basis. Common
masses could accessbank-
ing services. Peopl€ smoney
inthebanksbecamesafeand
guaranteed. After fivede-
cades, the nationalized
banks have become the
main engine driving our
economy.

B Strengthenand Ex-
pand Public Sector Banks.

B StopPrivatisation
of Banks.

B NationaliseAll Pri-
vateBanks.

B Recover Corporate
Bad L oans.

B TakeCriminal Ac-
tiononWilful Defaulters.

B StopHaircuts, Write
Offsand Concessions.

B [ncreaseRateof In-
terest on Deposits.

B Reduce Service
Charges

B [ntroduce 2-tier
systemin co-op banks.

B Merge RRBswith
Sponsor Banks.

B AdequateRecruit-
mentsinAll Banks

Wehaveto continueour

1969 2023
MNo. of Branches 8,200 87,000
Branches in rural and semi urban areas MIL 22 000
Prigrity sector loans NIL 40%

Deposits Loans

15" Aug 1947 Rs 1,019 crores Rs 424 crores
1969 Rs 5,000 crores Fs 3,500 crores
2023 Rs1B83lakhcrores Rs13%9 lakhcrore

has to subserve national
priorities and objectives,
suchasrapidgrowthinag-
riculture,smdlindustriesand
exports, raising of employ-
ment level's, encouragement
of new entrepreneursandthe
development of the back-
wardareas. For thispurpose,
itisnecessary for govern-
ment to take direct
responsibility for theexten-
sionand diversification of
banking servicesandforthe
working of the substantial
part of thebanking system.”

For AIBEA itwasavi-
sioncometrue. Thewhole
country andall political par-
tieshailedthisprogressive
measure except

Thegrowth, sweep, and
contributionsof nationalized
bankshave been phenom-
enal. But under pressure of
theorporates, thegovern-
ment wantsto privatiseour
banksand hand them over
tothecapitalistssothat they
can loot and plunder the
publicsavingsavailableinthe
banks. Thisisthe danger
today.

Just aswefought for na-
tionalization of banks, today
it isour patriotic duty to
defend public sector banks
and fight to defeat the at-
temptsof privatisation. This
isour primetask. Our main
demandsare:

campaign and struggle
against privatisation of
banks. Banks are nation-
buildingingtitutionsandthey
must remain so. Weshould
allow bankstobeprivatised
and handed over to the
greedy corporates. People’'s
money shouldbeutilisedfor
people swelfareand not for
private corporate loot.
National savingsshouldbe
utilised for broad-based
nationa devel opmentandnot
for embezzlement by the
private corporate default-
ers.

Save Public Sector
Banks—Save Economy —
Save People —Save
Nation!

New Age Weekly
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Law ReformsFor...

From Page 04

and was necessary because ofthelack of an employer-
employeerelationshipinthegigeconomy. Theproposed
|egislationby the Rajasthan government could serveasa
model to beemulated by other statesin orderto support
the80lakh gigworkersinIndia. However, employeesin
the sector were affectedby unfair employment, variable
and poor wages, and denial of social security.Similarly,
theM adhyaPradesh Government hasexpressed interest
inintroducing similarlegislationto protect thegigwork-

ersemployedinthestate.

Thelawsof ThailandandMa aysiawereenactedtoensure
that gigworkerswereentitled tohealth and accident in-
suranceaswell asother social security benefitswhichwere
financedby atwo percent levy on eachtransaction.The
Social Security Codeintroduced by theuniongovernment
asoneof thefour newlabour codeshasal so provided socia
security benefitsfor gigworkers. However, theschemehad
not yet been properly implemented.

Rhetoric and Contrasting...

From Page 08

ensuring that theprovision
isused only inexceptional
circumstancesandwithjus-
tifiablecause, butwhat if the
office of thegovernor be-
comes the “political and
ideological head” instead of
“constitutional andtitular
head?” Thisgrey areahas
yettobeseriously reflected
upon by thejudiciary asa
political question.’

New Political and

| deological Role of

Governors

Thereason behind stat-
ing historical backgroundis

to examine the nature of
changesinusingtheofficeof
governor by theUnionGov-
ernment. Accordingtomedia
reportsand RTI information,
most of thepresident’srule
(48 president rules) was
imposed during Indira
Gandhi’ stenureasaprime
Minister of India. Theleast
wasset (Spresident rulestil
now) during current Indian
Premier NarendraM odi.
The question concerns
something other than the
number of president ruleto
underminefederalisminin-
dia Instead, thefocusshould
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| ncludePuducherryin...

From Page 09

Therefore, werequest the Government
of Indiatodoleoutacomprehens vefinancia
packagetorevamptheseinstitutionsand
payment of salary duestotheemployees,
in the larger interest of the U.T. of
Puducherry. Theproper functioningof these
establishmentswould fetchmorerevenue
ashappenedinthepost. Revenuefrom
Karaikal Port PvtLtd

Theport at Karaikal wascommissioned
duringtheyear 2009 under PPP modeby
an agreement between the Puducherry
administrationand Marg Constructionsof
Companies.

SincetheMarg Constructionshadtaken
loantothetuneof around Rs.3000 crores
fromvariouscreditorsand could not re-
pay thesame, theNational Law Company
Tribunal approvedthe proposal of Adani
Grouptopay Rs.1,485 crorestothecredi-
torsasupfrontinfusionamount andtheport
isnow transferredtoAdani Portsand special
EconomicZone.

Karaikal Portistheonly all Weather deep
water major port between Chennai and
Tuticorin anditsstrategiclocationallows

iteasy accesstoindustrial rich hinterland
of Central Tamilnadu.

Six hundred hectaresof landinKaraikal
areleased out totheport onarevenueshar-
ing basis. SincethePort Commissionedin
theyear 2009, the Puducherrygovernment,
accordingtoknown sources, had received
only Rs.133.45 croresunder variousheads.

Now since the ownership wastrans-
ferred the agreement signed with Marg
company hasbecomeinfructuous. Therail
connectivity inthe post agreement period
had enhanced the utility of thePort. The
Adani GroupinitsWebsitehhad reveal ed
itsplantoinvest Rs.850 croresto upgrade
itsinfrastructureand doubl ethe capacity
inthenext5years.

Thereforewerequest the Government
of Indiato persuadethestate government
torework theconcessionagreement toenter
intoadeal for afair percentageof dividend
of thetotal turnover, whichwould ensure
financia responsibility for thedevel opment
of Karai kal and employment opportunity
to the Youths of Karaikal and
Puducherrydistricts.

beon how other provisions
relatingtotheofficeof the
governor areused tounder-
mine the principle of
federalism.

Distinguishedfromthe
nature of the use of the of -
ficeof thegovernor during
the previous regime, the
current usageof theofficeof
the governor against the
elected governmentinthe
opposition-ruled statesare
significantly differentways.

Firstly, theofficeof the
governor hasbecomemore
‘ideological and political’
rather than‘impartial and
objective.’ They arebecom-
ing the official
spokespersonsof theruling
BJP and RSS and make
controversial statements
publicly against theelected
governments. The tussle
between governors and
elected governments has
increased. Therecent case
of atusslebetweenthelt.
Governor of Delhi andthe
government of Delhi, Tamil
Nadu’s Governor R.N.

Ravi’sdecisiontoact against
theadviceof thecouncil of
ministers, are examples
which areshowing new le-
thal trendsin running the
officeof governor.

Secondly, theofficeof the
governor has become a
meansof implementingthe
ideological agendaof the
ruling party anditsideologue
RSS. In many states like
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and
Bihar, especially inopposi-
tion-led states, thegovernors
areactivelyinvolvedinpro-
moting the policy and
programs of the govern-
ments, whichwasnot seen
duringthepresident’srulein
previousregimes. Theoffice
of thegovernor isbecoming
aparallel political govern-
mentinthestatesagainstthe
elected governments. The
progressivelegislationshby
theoppositiongovernments
areseentothreatentheideo-
logical narrativeof BJPand
RSS, and the office of the
governor seriously under-
minestheseinitiativesand

hence, negatively impacts
thefederal structure.

Thirdly, theofficeof the
governor isfrequently used
by therulinggovernmentto
bringand executethepolicy
of uniformity intermsof pro-
moting theagendaof ‘one
country, onelanguage; uni-
formcivil code, thenarrative
of the civilizational state
whichisentirely againstthe
corevaluesof federalisnand
unityindiversity. Theoffice
of theGovernor hasbecome
aplacewhereall anti-con-
stitutional valuesarebeing
challenged, resultinginse-
rious undermining of the
federal structureof theCon-
stitution even without
imposi ngthepresident’srule.

Thepracticeof Modi’s
governmentisneither coop-
erativefederal nor federal,
but rather non-cooperative
federal and unitary in ap-
proach, especially in the
opposition-ruledstates. The
demandto abolishthepost
of governor needs serious
examination.
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NATO Fails to Give Timetable
for Ukraine Membership

heleadersof the
North Atlantic
Treaty Organiza-

tion(NATO) failedtoseta
timetable for Ukraine's
membership of thealliance,
followingthefirst day of the
NATO summit in the
Lithuaniancapital Vilnius.

NATO Secretary Jens
Stoltenbergsaidallieshave
agreed onapackageof three
elementsto“bring Ukraine
closertoNATO.” However,
heclarifiedthataninvitation
for Ukrainetojointhealli-
ancewill beissued“when
alliesagreeand conditions
aremet.”

“It’ sunprecedented and
absurdwhenatimeframeis
not set either for theinvita-
tion or for Ukraine’s
membership. Whileat the
sametimevaguewording
about ‘ conditions' isadded
evenforinviting Ukraine,”
said Ukrainian President
VolodymyrZelensky, who
attendedtheinaugural meet-
ing of the new
NATO-Ukraine Council
NATO membershavebeen
divided on how to bring
Ukrainecloser totheir bloc.
WhilesomeEastern Euro-
pean membersarepressing
for anexplicit commitment
onwhenUkrainewill join,
theUnited Statesand Ger-
many arereluctanttoclarify.

Stoltenbergsaid NATO
|eadershaveal so approved
the“most comprehensive
defenseplanssincetheend
of the Cold War,” and en-
dorsed anew defenseaction
plan.

Under the new plans,
NATO aims to have
300,000troopsfully ready
foraction.NATOadllieshave
also made an “enduring
commitment” toinvest at
least 2 percent of their gross
domestic product (GDP)

annualyindefense, dthough
after“ nineconsecutiveyears
of increased defensespend-
ing” since2014, only 11 out
of 31NATO membershave
reached or exceeded this
target.

Criticsarguethat suchan
emphasisonmilitarization
fostersanarmsraceamong
member states, diverting
resourcesaway from social
and economic devel opment
and negatively impacting
citizens' quality of life.

Swedish expert Jan
Obergsaid NATO'’spledge
toaskitsmemberstoinvest
aminimum of 2 percent of

GDPannually ondefense
was “absurd.” A military
budget “ should bedecided
accordingtoacomprehen-
svethreatanaysis, followed
by apriority discussion,and
never betiedtoacountry’s
economicupsand downs,”
Oberg added.

“Whatweareseeingisa
rampant, exclusivistmilita-
rismthat doesn’t careabout
theother sideor about the
consequences of its own
provocativepolicies,” said
Oberg, director of the
Transnationa Foundationfor

Peaceand FutureResearch.

Analysts have also
warnedthat NATO’ sexpan-
sionanditsresponsestothe
Ukraineissuemay seriousy
threatenglobal security.

SevimDagdelen, amem-
ber of Germany’s lower
house of Parliament, told
Xinhuainarecentinterview
that NATOisnot adefense
aliance, athoughthatisthe
constant refrain of Western
leaders.

At the same time, the
military pactisengagedinan
aggressivearmsdriveandis
thwartingall negotiationef-
fortsregardingtheUkraine

crisis, she said, accusing
NATO of fighting aproxy
war against Russiaby sup-
plyingmilitary adtoUkraine.

On Tuesday, Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov
accused NATO of treating
Russialikean“enemy.” “We
areclearly talkingabout the
summit of an association,
which has a pronounced,
concentrated anti-Russian
nature,” Peskov said, adding
that M oscow haswitnessed
repeated waves of NATO
expansiontowardsitsbor-
ders, andtheWest doesnot
understandtherisksof this

expansion.

Ahead of the summit,
protestsagainst NATO have
been heldin several Euro-
pean countries. Underlining
thatthesummitwill see“cdls
for further escalation” of the
Ukraine conflict, the Stop
theWar coalition organized
a day of peace protests
acrossBritainon Saturday.

Meanwhile, in Paris, a
march againstthemilitary
alliancedrew hundreds of
people, withmany callingfor
France to withdraw from
NATO.

| srael to build new
settlement unitsin

First they supplied him
with weapons and then
they killed him.

First they supplied him
with weapons and then
they killed him.

First they supplied him
with weapons and then
(to be continued...)

East Jerusalem

On Tuesday, Palestine
rejected an Israeli planto
build 450 new settlement
unitsin East Jerusalem, say-
ingtheplanhasdisregarded
thecountriesthat supportthe
two-state solution.

Israel’s plan is “disre-
garding the countriesthat
reject the settlement,” the
PaestinianForeignMinistry
said in a press statement,
adding the plan “aims to
separate Pal estinianneigh-
borhoods, towns, and
communitiesinJerusalem

Diary of

| nternational

Events
C. Adhikesavan

fromeach other.”

Earlierintheday, thels-
raeli Haaretz newspaper
reported that Israel isad-
vancingaplanto build 450
hous ngunitsfor JewsinEast
Jerusalem.

Theplanfor anew Jew-
ish neighborhood between
the Palestinian villages of
Umm Lisan and
JabalMukkaber in East
Jerusalemisbeing pursued
by areal estatecompany run
by aright-wingactivist, ac-
cordingtothereport.

“Thelsraeli government
isracing against timein
implementingitsexpansion-
ist map of interests at the
expense of the Palestinian
land and deepening thean-
nexation of Jerusalem,”
the Pal estinian diplomats
said.

“Theseplansalsoaimat
imposinglsraeli law onEast
Jerusalemand separatingit
fromitsPa estiniansurround-
ings,” they added, accusing
the Israelis of sabotaging
and underminingany oppor-
tunity to implement the
principle of the two-state
solutionandto*“establisha
viable, sovereign, and geo-
graphically contiguous
Pal estinian statewith East
Jerusalemasitscapital .”

Thelsradli settlementis-
sueisthe most prominent
aspect of the Palestinian-
| sraeli conflictand oneof the
mainreasonsfor thebreak-
downof theU.S.-sponsored
peacetalksin2014.

ThePal estiniansdemand
theestablishment of anin-
dependent state alongside
Israel onall Palestinianter-
ritoriesoccupied by Israel
in1967, including theWest
Bank and Gaza Strip, with
East Jerusalem asitscapi-
tal.
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Concerted Political...

From Page 03

in the border state passing
through anexplosivesituation
for about two and a half
months. All branchesof gov-
ernment both in the Centre
and also in the state are to-
tally paralysed asthenatural
result of thiscolossal politi-
cal inaction. Manipur speaks
voluminously about thefail-
ure of the government for
whichthe peopleare paying
thepricethroughmiseriesand
uncertainty. For the Manipur
crisis, if thereis a primary
culprit, that will bethe gov-
ernments led by the BJP.

How can a government
respond in such anaive man-
ner to a very serious
socio-ethnic-political violence
luring over its territory? It
wouldbedifficultevenfor the
BJP cadres to answer this
guestion. Then came the
statement from Eric Garcetti,
whoistheUSambassador to

India, hewasextending US
supportfor Indiato‘ resolve’
theManipur conflict. It urges
the people of Indiato asso-
ciategovernmentinactionin
India and the US offer for
support. All over the world
wherever UShasintervened,
they have only complicated
the situation. Palestine and
Afghanistan are the closest
examples before our eyes.
The CPI and the Left are
categorically clear in the
matter that Manipur should
not be further complicated
through any sort of USin-
volvement. The
“atmanirbhargovernment’ of
NarendraM odi should have
the courage to prevent any
sort of foreign attempts, from
near or far, to convert
Manipur as their playing
field.

In Manipur during our
visit the Left MPscould in-
teract with people from all
segmentsof life—intellec-

tuals, civil society
organisations, priestsof Hin-
dus, Christians, places of
worship, who belonged to
bothMeiteisand Kukis. They
had differences in under-
standing the situation.But
they echoedinonevoicetheir
feeling that thegovernment
hasfailed. They all demand
theresignationof Biren Singh
from chief ministership. A
study of Manipur crisiswould
tell usthat it isclosely inter
linked to the land and the
wealth beneath it. The hills
of Manipur are immensely
rich with the presence of
various natural resources.
That regionisgenerally pro-
tected by theTribal right laws.

Mostly the Kukis live
theresincetimeimmemorial
withtheir tribal customsand
practices. Itistruethatin
the valley due to growing
population thereis scarcity
of Land. Those
commonM eitei masseswho
demand tribal status might

only bedreaming for apiece
of land.But there are politi-
cal forces and their cronies
inthe corporateworld, who
haveanefariousplanto | oot
the forests and the mineral
wealth there. When a party
committedtotheir greedruns
thegovernmentin Delhi and
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Imphal ,its corporatecousins
think that their time has
come. Behindthedivideand
rule policy, all those forces
of darknessjointogether and
make Manipur aboiling pot.
Only a concerted political
initiativewith people’spar-
ticipation can save Manipur.

CPI Condemns Farcical...

From Page 02
and intellectualslike Prof Kham K han SuanHausing of the Uni-
versity of Hyderabad. Theruling dispensation remainstruetoits
fascist drive by attempting to crush dissent, criticality, dialogue,
and even the very right to speech.

For almost three months now, the state of Manipur is under-
going severecrisisand instability with an unprecedented | oss of
lifeand property. While several factorsareat play inthe current
situation that are exacerbating the viol ence, the most glaring and
unacceptable oneisthe absolute State apathy and inaction. The
silence of the prime minister and incompetence of theincumbent
chief minister stand antithetical toall Constitutional values. The
action aswell astheinaction of the governmentsin the current
crisisdisplaysthe RSS-BJPcombine’spro-corporateagenda. The
experiencesof Gujarat arebeforeusof how theseright-wingforces
in power have made use of thefissuresin society to push through
withtheir divisiveanti-peoplepolicies.

The CPI and the democratic forces will stand up before any
kind of intimidation and fight legally and politically to upholdtruth

and justice.
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Sinister Design...

From Front Page
stionby misinterpretingtheir
reservationstotheUniform
Civil Codeexercise. While
creatingabogey of Muslim
menenjoying personal laws,
PM triedtoconvey thatthe
partieswhosupport minority
rightsshoul d bequestioned.
PM hastriedtocreateastrict
binary. Thosewho question
theUCC areall supporters
of theprivilegesof Muslim
men and thereby, anti-
Hindu. Thequestionismuch
more nuanced and needs
historical perspective. When
Article35(nowArticle44)
of thedraft Constitutionwas
debatedinthe Constituent
Assembly, Dr. Ambedkar
madethepositionof thefram-
ersof theConstitutionvery
clear. WhensomeMuslim
membersraised apprehen-
sion about acommoncivil
code, hedetailedthehistory
behindtheevolutionof per-
sonal laws and suggested
that“intheinitid stagetheap-
plication of theCodemay be
purely voluntary,” suggest-
ingthelaw beevolvedand
not imposed.

Onthequestion of gen-
der justice, the contrast

betweenthepositionof the
RSSand other fundamental -
ist bodies and the Left is
worthnoting. Supportingthe
Hindu Code, Prof Hiren
Mukherjeeof the CPI said
inParliament that “ theintro-
duction of thedaughter asa
smultaneousheir alongwith
the son and the widow is
really amatter of very great
importance, andfor this, not
onlywomenbutall progres-
siveanddemocraticsections
of society havebeenagitating
forsolong”,anditwasat the
samemoment that RSSsup-
ported bodies were
gheraoing the Parliament
opposing this. When the
Parliament legislated to
overturn the Shah Bano
judgement tothedisadvan-
tage of Muslim women,
GurudasDasguptaof theCPI
opposedthat tooth-and-nail
intheParliament and fought
againstreligionbeingthe
criterion of law-making by
saying“whenreligionisbeing
madethebasisof law-mak-
ing, we strike at the very
root of our Constitution, at
thefoundation of thelndian
Republic.” Many BJPlead-
ershavegonetotheextent

of shamefully supportingthe
Sati Custom. Left’sposition
ongender justiceisconsis-
tentinfavour of ajust and
equal society. However, the
RSS opposed thereforms
beingintroduced to Hindu
society by DrAmbedkar and
aretryingtousegender jus-
tice merely as a ploy to
further demoniseminorities.

Lawsderivingthelr sanc-
tity fromreligionoftenwork
againgttheinterest of women
insociety. For our Secular-
Democratic Republic, the
basisof law-making should
also be secular and pro-
people. Thereisaneedto
arriveataconsensustostrike
atthevery root of discrimi-
natory laws and practices
transcendingdifferent reli-
gions and communities,
upholdingthesecular char-
acter of the State. That
consensushastobeevolved,
asDr. Ambedkar suggested,
and not imposed. Whenit
comes to gender justice,
RSS-BJP'srecordisabys-
mal.

CPlI MP Geeta
Mukherjee heralded the
Women'sReservationBill to
ensurewomen representa-
tioninParliament and State
Assembliesandwasfinally

cleared by the RajyaSabha
in 2010. Such is Modi’s
concernfor gender justice
that theBill hasnot seenthe
light of theday inhisnine
year rule. Imagesof women
wrestlersprotesting sexual
harassment being dragged
onstreet by theDelhi Police
are still fresh in public
memory. Weall know of in-
stanceswhen BJP protected
rapists. With this track-
record in protecting
women'srights, it’snatural
toquestiontheBJP sintent
behind bringing UCC.
Article44onUCCisnot
theonlyinstructionof Direc-
tivePrinciplesof StatePolicy.
Chapter IV of theConstitu-
tion beginsby assigningto
the Statetheresponsibility
topromoteasocial order“in
whichjustice, social, eco-
nomic and political” is
central. DPSPalso asksfor
elimination of incomein-
equalities, participation of
workersin management of
industriesandrighttowork.
Theseprogressivemeasures
conveniently escapetheat-
tentionof thePrimeMinister,
whileheand the RSS eco-
system tries to hide their
sinister agendabehindthe
DPSPsof the Constitution.
Assaidbefore, Modi’sthe-
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atricswereonly topolarize
thesociety havingnothingto
dowithgenderjustice. Nine
years of RSSrule has re-
sultedin concentration of
wealthwithfew, reinforce-
ment of castehierarchiesand
subjugation of women.

CPI Decries
US Envoy’s
Comment

on Manipur

The National Secre-
tariat of the Communist
Party of Indiaissuedthe
following statement on
July 8, 2023:

Communist Party of In-
dia condemns the US
Ambassador tolndiaEric
Garcetti’ sstatement that
if askedtheUSisready
toassist Indiaindealing
withtheviolenceinthe
North Eastern state of
Manipur at apresscon-
ferenceinKolkataon July
7, 2023.

CPI deploressuchin-
terferenceintotheinternal
affairs of India and
strongly objectsto such
meddlingintolndia sdo-
mesticaffairs.

12.

Onw (Kecord ...

Indig, asamulti-cultura andmulti-religious
society, celebratesunity indiversity andits
over 200millionMuslimsmakethecountry
thesecond largest popul ation of thecommu-
nity intheworld, President Droupadi Murmu
saidonJuly 12.Welcoming MuslimWorld
L eague Secretary General Mohammad bin
AbdulkarimAl-1ssa, who had called onthe
President at Rashtrapati Bhavan, Ms. Murmu
said Indiaappreciatestheroleand objectives
of theMudlimWorld L eagueinpromotingtol-
erant values, moderation of consciousness

andinter-faith dialogue. — TheHindu, July g@;‘ﬁ;}\

* k%

TheTrinamul Congresswasdisappointed
on Saturday that it wasonthereceivingend
of Opposition partiesinmany pocketswhere
alleged el ectoral mal practicesand violence
occurred.Thiswasamarked departurefrom
pollingdaysinlocal body el ectionsinrecent
memory.Sincethenotification-filing phase,
till theend, at least 22 peoplehad died in

political violence,including 10rel atedtotheruling
party.Atleast 17 wereaddedtothetoll,including
sevenfrom Trinamul.

Not sincethepanchayat el ectionsof 2008,
whichshowedthefirst signsof Trinamul’ssig-
nificant electoral riseinthefinal yearsof theL eft
regime, hasthestatewitnessed suchaninstance
of an Oppositionfight-back innumerousplaces

acrossthestate. — The Tele-

UCC ! graph, July 12.

Hundreds of scientists
protested government efforts
torestrict educational access
toWestern sciencetheories,
including Darwin’stheory of
evolution, inJune2023inIn-
dia. Similarly, scientistsin
Mexico participated in
aresearchstrikeinMay 2023
toprotest anational law they
claimed wouldthreaten the
conditionsfor basicresearch.
Andduringthesamemonthin
Norway, threescientistswere
arrested for protesting the

nation’sslow-moving climatepolicy.
Astheseamong many other actionsshow,
scientiststoday arespeaking out onavariety
of political andsocial issuesrelatedtotheirown
researchfieldsandinsolidarity withother socia
movements. —TheHindu, July 8.

Compiled by: C Adhikesavan
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BANK NATIONALISATION DAY
19""JULY, 2023

“+ STRENGTHEN & EXPAND PUBLIC SECTOR BANKS
“+ STOP PRIVATISATION OF BANKS

++ NATIONALISE ALL PRIVATE BANKS

++ RECOVER CORPORATE BAD LOANS

<+ TAKE CRIMINAL ACTION ON WILFUL DEFAULTERS
<+ STOP HAIRCUTS, WRITE OFF & CONCESSIONS

“+ INCREASE RATE OF INTEREST ON DEPOSITS

“+ REDUCE SERVICE CHARGES

<+ INTRODUCE 2 TIER SYSTEM IN CO-OP. BANKS

“+ MERGE RRBS WITH SPONSOR BANKS
 ADEQUATE RECRUITMENTS IN ALL BANKS

ALL INDIA BANK EMPLOYEES' ASSOCIATION
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