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mParvatibai Bhor: A Fighter tothe

Opposition leadersincluding CPI general secretary D. Raja [extremeright] at Patna meet

Opposition Parties Meet in Patna

CaLLs TOo DEFEAT BJP IN

2024 GENERAL ELECTIONS

PATNA: The historic meeting of opposition
partiesissued a call to overthrow the BJP-led
NarendraModi government from power at the Cen-
tre in the 18"LokSabha elections in 2024. The
opposition conclavewasheld hereon June 23, 2023.
Present wer e twenty seven representatives of fifteen
partiestakingactivepartinthemeeting.ltwasagreed
that the LokSabha elections would be contested to-
gether in 2024. All the leaders showed their anger
against anti-people policies of BJP and declared to
uniteandfighttherightreactionaryforcesled bythe

BJP government.

he meeting was
attended by lead
ers of Commu-

nist Party of India, CPI(M),
CPI(ML), Congress, RID,
JDU, Samajwadi Party,
Trinamool Congress, NCP,
Shiv Sena, AamAadmi
Party, DMK, Nationa Con-
ference, PDPand Jharkhand
MuktiMorcha. These par-
tieshavegovernmentsin1l
maj or statesof the country
namely Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, Chhattisgarh,
Rajasthan, Himachal
Pradesh, Punjab, Delhi,
Bihar, Jharkhand and West
Bengal. Chief ministersof six
states including Bihar,
Jharkhand, West Bengal,
Punjab, Delhi and Tamil

Nadutook partintheoppo-
sitionmeet.

Theleadersof 15 parties
who attended the meeting
areCPI general secretary D
Raja, CPI(M) general sec-
retary SitaramYechury, CPI
(ML Liberation) general
secretary Dipankar
Bhattacharya, JDU |eader
and chief minister of Bihar
Nitish Kumar, JDU national
president Rajeev Ranjan
SinghdiasLalanSingh,JDU
general secretary Sanjay
Jha, RJD national president
Lalu Prasad Yadav, Bihar
deputy chief minister
Tejashwi PrasadYadav, RID
spokesperson ManojJha,
Congress President
MallikarjunKharge, former
Congresspresident Rahul

Kirnesh Kumar

Gandhi, NCPnationa presi-
dent SharadPawar,
Trinamool Congresschief
andWest Bengal chief min-
ister Mamata Banerjee,
DMK leader and Tamil
Nadu chief minister MK
Stalin, AamAadmi Party
convener and Delhi chief
minister ArvindK gjriwal,
Punjab chief minister
Bhagwant Mann, Jharkhand
MuktiMorcha working
president and state chief
minister Hemant Soren, Shiv
Sena chief and former
Maharashtrachief minister
Uddhav Thackeray, nationa
president of Samajwadi
Party andformer chief min-
ister of Uttar Pradesh
AkhileshSinghYadav, Con-
gressgeneral secretary KC
Venugopal, leader of Na-
tional Conference and
former chief minister of
Jammu and Kashmir Omar
Abdullah, president of PDP
andformer chief minister of
Jammu and Kashmir
MehboobaM ufti, working
president of NCP

SupriyaSule, Praful Patel,
AAP leaders Raghav
Chadhaand Sanjay Singh.

The leaders of all the
opposition partieswho par-
ticipated in the meeting
declaredtheir strongresolve
to contest the el ectionsto-
gether to oust the
BharatiyaJanataParty from
power at the Centreinthe
L okSabha electionsto be
heldin2024.

Inajoint pressconference
of theopposition partiesafter
the meeting, Communist
Party of India general sec-
retary D Raja said that
powersof thestatesarebeing
snatched away to giveben-
efits to select corporate
houses. DefeatingtheBJPin
the next year’sL okSabha
electionsistheonly way to
save democracy and the
Constitution. “We all are
unitedandwill fighttogether.
Wewill fighttogether against
thedecisionsbeingtakenby
the Union government in
many matterslikeunemploy-
ment, plight of the
economy,” hesaid.

The CPI general secre-
tary said that democracy,
Congtitutionandfundamen-
tal rightshavebeenthrown
towindsduringthenineyears
of BJPrule. Constitutional
institutionshavebeen de-
stroyed. The Union
governmentisworkingatthe
behest of the capitalists.
Capitalist and communal
forces have united in the
country. Thebattleof 2024
will be fought to save de-
mocracy, Constitutionand
people and to build anew
India. TheCentral govern-
ment is dismantling the
federal structure. TheBJP
will havetoberemovedfrom
theCentreby unitinginthe
LokSabha elections. The
Uniongovernmentiscreat-
ing communal frenzy and
moving onthepath of fas-
cism. TheBJPgovernment
sitting at the Centreisanti-
poor and anti-labour.
Atrocitieson Dalits, tribals,
womenandminoritieshave
increased under thisgovern-
ment. In order to save the
country, Constitution and
democracy, BJPhasto be
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Operation Barbarossa

It wasmorethan eight decadesback, when
onJune22,1941, Hitler launched hisfascist
attack on Soviet Union. Theonslaught was
called Operation Barbarossa.

Six yearsbeforethe Operation Barbarossa,
GeorgiDimitrov, thegeneral secretary of the
Communist Internationa, inhisfamousaddress
toitsseventhworldcongressonAugust 2, 1935,
had reminded those present that sincethe 6"
congressitself,itwasgettingclearthat”...in
amoredevel opedform, fascist tendenciesand
thegermsof afascist movement aretobefound
everywhere.” [tistruethat fascismtakesdif-
ferent cover for each of thecountry whereit
takesroots. Therearecountrieswherethere
had beenagreat followingfor thefascistforces
among themassesof petty bourgeoisie. There
area socountrieswherefascismhashardly any
massbaseandwithinthefascist forcestoothere
arecontradictions. Insuchasituation, fascism
doesnotimmediately dareto abolishthePar-
liament. It allowsfor sometimethebourgeois
partiesand social democratic partiesto have
atleastapretenceof democraticstatus. Slowly
itunleashesitsreignof terror against thegroups
andtherival parties.

Fascismisnot aformof statepower, “ stand-
ing aboveboth classes, bourgeoisieandthe
proletariat. Itisnot apower of thepetty bour-
geoisieover financecapital,” said Dimitrov.

Itisthedictatorshipof theextremerightwing
reactionary sectionsof finance capital itself.
It actsintheinterest of thoseimperialiststhat
command therichest sectionsof the country
andalsotheworld. Butit presentsitself asthe
promoter of thesuffering nations. It approaches
themasseswithanalluringappeal. InGermany,
itsaid, “ Our standisnot thewelfareof thein-
dividual, but of themasses.” Inltaly, itsaid,“Our

stateisnot for thecapitalists. Itisfor the cor-
porate”. In Japan it was“ For Japan, without
exploitation.”

It wasaworld struck by severedepression
asaconsequenceof deepimperialistcrisis. A
sectionamong them opted for fasci st onslaught
tocomeout of therecessionandtheglut. Hitler
had cometo powerinGermany in1933.Hismain
onslaught wasagainst Soviet Union. Hemoved
aheadtotakecontrol of theeconomic, military
infrastructureand establish hispuppet regimes
in European countries, suchasinAustria, Hun-
gary, Poland, Holland, Denmark, Finland, France
amongothers. Itwasinfact spreadinalmost entire

western and eastern partsof Europethat hehad
bombed into debris.The Second World War
started on September 1, 1939, and by thistime
Hitler had takenover many countriesashemoved
forward. Hehad surrounded Soviet Unionwith
all thesemilitary basesand after only withthe
preparations thus made, he attacked Soviet
UniononJune22, 1941, alongwithsupportfrom
Mussolini inltaly and theforcesof occupied
countries. Itwasthelargestmilitaryinvasionin
history spreading over morethanfour thousand
kmsof ‘war front’ with5.5milliontroops, sup-
ported by aircraft andtanks. Aimwasto crush
Soviet Unionwithinweeks. They had captured
its Western part by October but came to a
screechinghaltintheregionof Leningradinnorth,
Moscow at the centre, and Stalingrad in south,
wherethewar front wasestablished astheNazi
troopshadtohaltthere. They failed to advance
further. Somuch sothat the Soviet troopsmoved

towar frontfromtheRed SquareitselfinMos-
cow whiletaking partinthe Seventh November
parade. Thesiegeof Leningrad hadlastedfor
nine hundred days. M oscow Front washeld
duringtheentireperiod of war asNazi forces
failed to enter. Thedecisivebattlewasactu-
ally foughtin Stalingrad and Kursk, and al so
thosewherethebattle of tanksetc was most
intense, likeinKharkov, Minsk, Kiev, Donbas
and Leningradto nameafew. By 1944, So-
viettroopsarrivedat Russo-Europeanborders
and started def eating troopsof Nazi Hitler and
Fascist Mussolini ineastern Europe. Soviet
troopsentered Germany. Hitler committed
suicide, onApril 30,1945, and Germantroops
surrenderedto Soviet troopsonMay 8, 1945,
andtotheAlliedforces, onMay 9, thenext
day, thusendingthe SecondWorldWar, inwhich
fivecrorepeoplediedincluding two croreof
the Soviet Union.

After morethan half acentury, Indiatoois
driftingtowardsasystemruled by financecapi-
tal. Itappearstobelosingitsdemocraticindices
onseveral grounds. Thephaseof enticingthe
masseshasstarted showing chinks, andthebru-
tal realityiscominginitsform.

According to Watchdog Access Now,
Indialeadstheworldinnetwork shutdowns.
I ndiabrowbeatstel ecom and social mediacom-
paniestotakedown content and threatensthem
withpoliceactionif they refusetocomply. The
treatment of Muslims, withashareof 14 per-
cent in the country’s population, has been
bitterly biased. Accordingto 2019 report of
theHuman RightsWatch, 44 murders (36 of
them being M uslim) werecommitted by lynch
mobsmaostly on suspi cion of possessing beef,
consumingit, or trading cows. Inthedivisive
strategy, magjoritariani smispromoted at thecost
of minorities. Financecapital needsasitsin-
gredientsthedebrisof awelfaresociety and
complying masses.

CPIl on US-India PactsDuring PM’sVisit to US

The National Secre-
tariat of the Communist
Party of Indiaissuedthe
following statement on
June27,20230on US-In-
dia agreements:

During hisrecent state
visit to US,prime minis-
ter of India
NarendraM odi and
President of US Joe
Biden haveissued ajoint
declaration on June 22,
2023 to strengthen the
India-USComprehensive
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Global and Strategic
Partnership.

In continuation of the
three important defence
agreements with US
namely the Logistics
Exchange M emorandum
of Agreement (LEMOA)
in 2016, Communica-
tions Compatibility and
Security Agreement
(COMCASA) in 2018,
and Basic Exchange and
Cooperation Agreement
(BECA) in 2020, the re-
cent agreements between

the two countries are to
further enhance the de-
fence cooperation to
promote the strategic
interests of USA.

Thoughtherearedeals
about co-productions of
many armamentsinindia
which may strengthen our
military capacitiesbut al-
lowing creation of
logistics, maintenance
andrepairingfor forward
deployment of US navy
and air forces by using
our naval basesand mili-

tary airports, it has defi-
nitely compromised our
strategic autonomy. It
will provoke other big
powersto dothesamein
littoral and hinterland
statesof thelndian Ocean
thusincreasing armsrace
in Indian Ocean region.

The joint statement
discussesall issuesfrom
war inUkrainetotheres-
toration of democracy in
Myanmar but remains
silent about the ongoing
assaultsby I srael on Pal-

estinian peopleonadaily
basis. Unfortunately,
here the supporter of
Zionist Israel and the
fundamentalist clan of
Hindutva converge.

TheCPI callsuponthe
government of Indiato
follow independent for-
eignpolicy without being
a band wagon of USim-
perialist power which
wantsIndiato bethebest
bet to implement their
hegemonic policy in
Asia-Pacific region.
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Shreenivaskhandewale

In 2019 the RBI took
aclear positionthatthere
will not be any compro-
mise with the willful
defaulters. Itisnotknown
astoonwhoseorderswas
this position changed.

TheReserveBank of In-
diaissued anotificationon
June8, 2023 allowingthe
commercial banksto nego-
tiate compromise
settlementswithwillful de-
faulters. These willful
defaulters are those who
takeloansfrom banks, but
donot repay theminspiteof
havingthecapacity todoso,
andtosettletheir outstanding
loansonceandfor all. The
notificationfurther saidthat
any criminal process that
mayhave been initiated
against such defaulters
would continue; the con-
cerned bank was to take
precautions that
whilenegotiating such a
settlement, itwill not burden
itself withfurther litigation
and other expenses. After
acoolingperiodof fiveyears,
suchdefaultersmay becon-
Sideredéeligibleforany fresh
loans!

Thisisahottopicfordis-
cussionfor thewholenation.

Theimportantissuesare:
the safety of themoney of
thedepositorsand the bank
account holders, theprocess
followedby the Board of
Directorsof thebankswhile
sanctioningloans, thenexus
betweentheDirectorsand
bigloanseekers, theaim of
theloan seekersnot tore-
pay the Iloans, the
responsibility of the RBI
towardsthedepositorsand
thebank account holders, the
overall responsibility of the
government towardsall the
institutionsand citizens.

Thereliability of thegov-
ernment dependsonhow all
theseissuesaredealt with.
Thevoterselect candidates
fromvariouspolitical parties
on their perception of the

3

Plunder of People’s Money
Through Banking System

reliability of their govern-
ment. Therefore, though
theseissuesappearassepa-
rateissues, they areapart
of the chain mentioned
above.

What has happened
so far

Prior to Independence,
and even afterwards for
sometime, thegovernance
of the bankswas not very
systematicandwasrunmore
ontheneedsandinterestsof
therespectivebanks' pro-
moters. They would useup
the deposits andmoney
availableinthe banksfor
their own commercial/ in-
dustrial purpose. Many
times, they would not return
the loanstaken from their
banks. Many banksfailed
becauseof suchwillful de-
faults. Today, in 2023, the
situation appearsbesimilar.
In 1969 the main private
bankswerenationalizedto
avoidthelooming bank cri-
sis. That prevented the
banksbecoming bankrupt
and al so saved theempl oy-
ees from sudden
unemployment.

That also made funds
available, inaddition to
trade, for developmental
purposes such as school
buildings, roads, water, elec-
tricity supply etc. But with
theadvent of the policy of
privatizationandliberaliza-
tion since 1992, planning
was dropped, leading to
reduction of theroleof banks
inrura development. Trade
andindustry gained primacy
againinbanks’ operations.
Even here, since big
loansweremoreprofitable,
small industry was ne-
glected. Money with the
bankswhich amost exclu-
sively started flowing to
thebig corporates, withlib-
eralization of 1992, the
interest rates went

down.Rulestogiveloansto
the corporates weremade
more accommodative.lf
thereweredefaultsinrepay-
ment of loans, the loss
accrued on interest and
principalamount weremade
good from profitsof other
depogits(provisoning);if any
big ticket loans were not
likely to berecovered, they
were written off from the
booksof thebanks, making
the banks’ balance sheets
appear cleanandprofitable,
tolook attractivefor deposi-
torsand account holders.

Thebanksdotakeposi-
tion of taking over the
property of bigloandefault-
ers and try to recover the
outstandingloanandinterest.
But sincetherearenot many
buyersfor such huge prop-
erties, they makevery low
bidsor form syndicatesthat
prevent any bidding, which
leadstofurther difficultiesin
recovering theloans. The
I nsolvency and Bankruptcy
Code, 2016 (IBC) has not
helped muchinrecovery of
loanseither. In May 2023
Report of the Code, recov-
ery thoughIBC, tellsusthat
out of 678 casesthat were
takentoIBC, 177 bigde-
faulters accounted for
Rs8.09 lakh crores |oan.
(TheCentral government’s
budget for 2023-24 is
Rs45.03lakh crores). The
IBC processcouldrecover
only Rsl.511akhcrores, that
isonly17 percent of theto-
tal dues or a whopping
73percent (Rs6.58 lakh
crores) loss to the banks.
Thisistermedas*haircut”
of thebanksincapital mar-
ket terminology. It must be
kept in mind that thisis
Peoples' Money. Thisisan
example of only a few
bigcompanies. There are
thousandsof small default-
ers, whosetotal duesalso

runintolakhsof croresof
rupees. It is aquestion of
honoring theword, moral-
ity. Duringthesix yearsfrom
January 2017 to December
2022, the banks wrote
offRs11.17 lakh crores,
whichmeansthey werere-
moved from the banks
account book. (Almost as
much asthegovernment’s
market borrowing shownin
budget 2023-24 of Rs12.19
lakh crores).

One can turn and twist
thelawsanyway youwant
andjustify your wrong ac-
tions also as lawful. But
when theseactions are
viewed from the lens of
morality, many issuesare
thrown up, whichweasa
nation cannot avoid. When
onevioletsfinancial agree-
ment madeinone sdedings,
oneisdoinginjusticetothe
crores of bank depositors
and therefore,it isnot ac-
ceptableeitherinlaw orin
social morality. Inview of
this, thenotificationissued
by theRBI tosettletheunpaid
loansby compromisingwith
willful defaulters, hastaken
whole nation by surprise.
Because, as said earlier,
thevery sameRBI,in2019,
had taken aclear position
that therewill not be com-
promise with the willful
defaulterswhohaveability to
repay theloans.

Inthelight of thechanged
situation, some questions
havecroppedup, whichare
asfollows:

B Onwhoseopinionor
at whoseinstancehasthis
position been changed?

B |f thosenot honor-
ingtheloan agreementsare
beinglet off, thenthosewho
repay theloansmay look like
fools.

B Will anybody run a
businesswhereyouinvest

Rs100 croresand get back
Rs17croresinreturn?Are
thebanksnotbusinesscom-
panies?

B Every bank is a
separate business and its
Board of Directorsknows
thedetailsof each and ev-
ery business entity in
themarket. Then why did
these Boards squander ac-
count holdersmoney?

B Did any of the
Boardsof Directors, inde-
pendent directorsetc. make
theaccount holders, deposi-
tors, awareof thegoingson?

B Woulditnot befair
to maketheappoi ntment of
directorsconditional that if
the bankssuffer losseson
account ofwrongdecisions,
thedirectorsinthefirstplace,
would bear thelosses?

(Toelaborateontheis-
sue, the following is an
examplefromVidarbha: one
person, experiencedin cot-
ton trade, became the
Marketing Managerof Cot-
ton CooperativeMarketing
Federation. He told the
Federation, “Allow meto
takemy decisionsand pay
mesaaryonlyif | makeprofit
foryou”).

Thesemattersareneither
meaninglessnor utopian. If
the hard-earned money of
lakhsof account holdersis
beinghandled SO
nonchalantly, canwecdll that
systemefficient,responsible,
taking care of peoples’
money? Therearequeries
fromfriends,whoaresenior
citizens, whether their
money issafeinthebanks
andwhat isgoingto happen
tothebanks. They canbetold
that only if thebanksmake
safetransactions, thebanks
and peoples’ money, both
will remainsafe.

(Courtesy Loksatta,
Marathi)
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‘Modi Hatao, Desh Bachao’

Unite to Defeat Rightist Regime

PUDUCHERRY: The
month long campaign of
‘*ModiHatao,
DeshBachao’’ was con-
cludedinanevent withthe
participation of leaders of
democratic, secular andleft
partiesinapublicmeetingon
June13, 2023 near theNew
Busstand.

Themesetingwaspresided
over by A.M.Saleem, state
secretary inthepresence of
| .DineshPonniah, national
council member, CPI and
K.SedhuSelvam, state
assistantsecretary of CPI.

Prior tothe public meet-
ing, between May25 and
June 12, thecall of thena-
tional council to oust
M odiand save country was
observedat publicmeetings
at constituency level in15

| .DineshPonniah

Karaikaldistricts.
CPI national secretary

Dr.K.Narayana who at-

“ModiHataoDeshBachao™
isnotonly thesloganof CHI,
but theslogan of theentire
peopleand shouldbehailed
by all thosewho arefight-

ingagainstthemisruleof the
BJPgovernment.

| _ &

pernicious rule of the
BJPgovernmentall thestatu-
tory Institutionsincluding
electioncommission, CBI
andtheJudiciary whichare

A 4
A >

boundtoactindependently
arecontrolled by the BJP.

July 02-08, 2023

Centre for misusing the
Governor’spostsby filling
up with their loyalists to
usurptherightsof thestate
governments. Hecharged
Modi for not hououringthe
verdict of the Supreme
Court and choosing for
bringinginan Ordinanceto
nullify theverdict. TheGov-
ernorsarenot el ected by the
people.

They areonly nominated
by thepresident of Indiaand
that they should not act
against thepopular Govern-
mentsandindulgeinpolitica
activities, headded.

Dr.Narayanachargedthe
BJP Govt. for doling out
budgetary subsidiesandtax
concessions to corporate
closetoModi but hasgot no
money to meet thejustful
demands of the Farmers
who areinwarpath.

Ports, Airportsand the
people’smoneyinLICare
offeredtoAdani inaclan-

centres
Puducherry

throughout
and

tendedtheconcludingevent
said that the slogan

He said that under the

DrNarayanaaccusedthe On Page 14

ket #he Others Say...

Spring cleaning

About 25 yearshave passed sincetheexisting Regul ationson Graduate
Medical Education (GMER) were notified in 1997, and the time was
ripetotakearel ook at all aspectsof the system, and adapt themto changing
requirements, including demography, socio-economic contexts, and
advancements in science and technology. The National Medical
Commission’s(NMC) new GMER, whichwas withdrawn without any
explanation, attempted to catch up, and correct course, wherever nec-
essary. Themedical worldisachanged placesincetheregulationswere
last drawn up, with emerging diseases, changing demands and expec-
tations of stakeholders also altering the game dramatically. The new
regulations aimed at making medical education more learner-centric,
patient-centric, gender-sensitive, outcome-oriented and environment-
appropriate, while continuing to anchor onthebasic principlesof teaching
medicine. Theregulationswere progressiveinintroducing alongitudi-
nal programmebased on attitude, ethics, and communi cation competencies
for young medical students, to lay stress on ethical values, being re-
sponsiveto patient needs, and improved communication, early clinical
experience. It had specified that didactic lectures would not exceed a
third of the schedul e; whilethe bulk of the coursewould includeinter-
active sessions, practicals, clinical experience, and case studies. Also
introduced anew was afamily adoption programmethrough village out-
reach, for eachMBBSstudent, anda‘ pandemic modul €' . Other significant
changes included reduction of the overall time period for students to
complete the MBBS course to nine years (from 10), fixed number of
attemptsto clear papers, and common counselling for admission from
2024. If astudent failed to clear any exam, he/ she could have appeared
inthe supplementary examination, the results of whichwereto be pro-
cessed within three-six weeks. The students, if successful, could have
proceeded with the same batch.

A spring-cleaning of medical educationin Indiaisno doubt neces-
sary to clear the cobweb remnants from the past. Whileanew GMER
will enablethe country’smedical studentsto befuture-ready, thequestion
needsto beaskedif the systemwill beready to handletherequirements
of students who breach oddsto climb up to amedical seat.

Courtesy: The Hindu
Keep judging

WhenaDelhi HC judgeon her last working day pronounces 65 judg-
ments, the message goes beyond the cases. It is not about the judge
ensuring rapid disposal of casesalone. It isasmuch about swinging the
spotlight back onissues of retirement age for judges and thefilling of
vacancies, both long recommended to reduce pendency. SCjudgesretire
at 65, HC judges at 62. Matters pending in SC are over 68,000; in the
25HCsbacklogisover 59 lakh cases. Yes, flawed probes, shoddy pros-
ecution and bad lower court rulingscontributeto the pile-upin HCsand
appealsin SC. Quality matters, but vacanciesonly makeit worse. HCs
till six monthsago functioned with 778 judgesagai nst asanctioned strength
of 1,108.

The justice department December last told a house panel that in-
creasing judges’ retirement age may have a “cascading effect”, with
government officersdemanding the same; that the moverisked extending
serviceyears of non-performing judges, and that there will be ashort-
ageof judgesfor tribunals. Thisissurely making too much of toolittle.
TheUS Supreme Court for instance appointsjudgesfor life. By setting
aside asimpleworkabl e solution, Gol, which needsto amend the Con-
stitutionto implement the agetweak, slowsdisposal of cases. Filling of
vacancies also continues to be along-drawn prickly process, a quag-
mire of power and politics, and aGol-SC tug-of-war wewitnessall too
often.

Itisadmirabletheretiring judgetook the unusual step of delivering
verdicts during court’s vacation, ensuring the caseswould not have to
be heard afresh by new benches. This judge, like most others before
her, will continuetowork. Noretired judgeever retires. It begsthequestion,
would it not servelitigants better if they continued to be court judges
for some more years?

Courtesy: The Times of India
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The recent announce-
mentof PM Modi arguingfor
Uniform Civil Code(UCC)
isboundto boomerang, as
RSS- BJP wants a slogan
which can givethem rich
dividendsbeforeparliamen-
tary electionsof 2024. As
thepresentgovernmentfailed
miserably ondl frontstofulfil
theaspirationsof thepeople
who voted and gave them
tyrannical mgjority. Afterthe
shameful defeatintherecent
Karnataka elections, the
BJP-RSS are hectically
searchingadeviceor slogan
to deviate the attention of
middleclassespecially for
theforthcomingelectionsto
five states and 2024 Lok
Sabhaelectionsspecificaly.

Therecent constitutionof
22nd Law Commissionis
thereforeanother nefarious
attempttoget asuitablever-
dictwhileorchestratingone
sided opinion by their
WhatsAppuniversity. Asa
matter of fact, thereisnoneed
to appoint with the same
subject to the 22nd Com-
mission as the previous
commissions' report was
submittedintheyear 2018
after getting overwhelming
responsefromthecivil so-
ciety. It concluded
emphatically that theforma-
tion of UCC is neither
necessary nor desirableat
thisstageand further noted
that thepresenceof dispari-
ties does not necessarily
indicatediscriminatory prac-
tice but rather serveasan
indication of astrong and
vibrant democratic system.

Thecommissionfurther
addsthat several countries
areshiftingtheir focusto-
wardsacknowledgingand
accommodatingdifferences
instead of relyingonlegal
frameworksthat promote
uniformity amongculturally
diversepopulation. Theuni-
formprovisionstendto be
unjusttowardsmarginalised
andvulnerablegroups. Cel-
ebrationof diversity doesnot
leadtoany formof disadvan-
tagefor groups. Twenty first
law commissionexhibiteda
stronginclinationtowards
prioritising gender equality

UCC:

withincommunities.

Henceashort period of
fiveyearsfrom21law com-
mission to 22nd has not
created asolid basetore-
consider thedecisionexcept
divertingtheattentionof the
people. Dr Ambedkar dur-
ing his address to the
constituent assembly

emphasised that the State

UNIFORN
CIVIL COD

wouldnot hastily employits
authority inamanner that
couldbedeemed objection-
able by various religious
communitiesincludingMus-
lims, Christians, or any other
community. Inmy opinion,
theimplementationof sucha
policy by thegovernments
wouldbehighlyirrational.

Expertsarguethatif there
isplurality inalready codi-
fied civil and criminal law,
how can the concept of
“OneNation, OneLaw” be
appliedintodiversepersona
lawsof variouscommunities.
Any society that hastriedto
becomehomogeneous has
eventually experienced stag-
nationanddecline.Aunified
country doesnot necessarily
needuniformity. Secularism
doesnot contradict theplu-
rality in the country. The
diversity inour countryis
unique and we are having
19,500 mother tongues, as
per thecensus.

Thecultural heritageis
richanddiversified. Inmost
of the north-eastern
states,theproperty isowned
by community but not the
individuals.

Decision Need

Not be Hasty

Eventhough,patriarchal so-
cietyisdominantinindia,we
find matriarchal society in
some placesin NE states.
Thetribals/Adivas arehav-
ing different rituals of

marriage and deaths. In
2016, theRastriyaAdivasi
EktaParishad representing
110milliontribal individuas
initiatedlega proceedingsin
SupremeCourt arguingfor

Syed Azeez Pasha

preservation of their po-
lygamy rights, marriageand
deathritualswhicharedif-
ferentfromHindureligion.

The main purpose of
highlighting UCC isto
project a false notion to-
wards the Muslim
community who can keep
four wives. Thelatest cen-
sussaysthat thereareonly
9,22womenfor 1,000 men.
Sowheredoesthequestion
of marrying morethan one
arise? The erratic
slogan” Hum
Char,HamareChalis’ canbe
foundthoroughly invalidif
oneperusethecensusabout
polygamy indifferentreli-
gious communities. The
1961 Censusisthelast cen-
sus to record polygamy
which saysthatitispreva-
lentinAdivasi tothetuneof

15.25 percent, Bud-
dhists:7.9 percent, Jains:
6.72percent,Hindus:
5.80percent and Muslims:
5.70percent.So, the mis-
chievoussloganismeantto
spread afalse canard and
dividethesociety toachieve
their nefariousgoal.

Instead of harping on
UCC, theUniongovernment
should tackle Devadasi
system,K hapPanchayat,
honourkilling, dowrydegths,
trafficking, andother evilsin
thesociety. Letthemtackle
unemployment,poverty and
inflationwhichistheneed of
the hour.Let the fabric of
secularismand democracy
to bestrengthened further
withwider consultationsby
all thestakeholderswhile
keepingtheintegrity of the
country asatopmost prior-
ity.

CTUs to Hold Dharna on
August 9 in States

All IndiaTrade Union
Congressgeneral secretary
Amarjeet Kaur said that
‘Mahapadav’ (maha
dharna) will beorganizedon
August9,2023inall states
under the auspicesof cen-
tral trade unions (CTUs)
protesting against theanti-
worker, anti-farmer and
anti-peoplepoliciesof the
BJPgovernment at theCen-
treled by NarendraModi.
Shewasaddressing ameet-
ing of theTelanganastate
council of AITUConJune
14,2023 at stateheadquar-
ters of AITUC in
Satyanarayana Reddy
BhavaninHyderabad. The
mahadharnaswill beorga-
nized ontheQuit Indiaday

Ram Narsimha Rao

all overthecountry withthe
slogan‘ SaveNation, save
People’ shesaid.
Amarjeet Kaur stated
that later after August 15, a
joint meeting of thecentral
tradeunionsandagricultural
workers unionswill beheld
andthefutureprogrammeof
jointactionwill bedecided
onissuespertainingto ag-
ricultural labour andinthe
monthof December aunited
movement will belaunched
inagrand scale at the na-
tional level. Sherecalledthat
thenational convention of
14 central tradeunionsheld
on January 30, 2023 had

decided to hold maha
dharnasall over thecountry
in order to expose at the
ground level aswell asat
shop floor level the anti-
worker, anti-farmer,
anti-peopleand pro corpo-
rate policies of the BJP
government at the
Centre, whichis handing
over national wealthto cor-
porateforces.

Asapart of preparation
of maha dharnas, district
level conventionswill beor-
ganized. Inorder totakethe
doganof * SaveNation, Save
People’ toevery houseand
every industry, demonstra-
tionsandcyclejathaswill be
organized. CTU Leaders

On Page 15
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Intheinitial daysof June, thelndian agriculture
sector witnessed threeimportant events. Farmersin
Kurukshetrawaged atwo-week agitation asthe state
government refusedto procure Sunflower seedsat the
minimum support price (M SP) announced by thegov-
ernment. Second incident the union government
announced support pricesfor thecurrent Kharif sea-
son and thirdly the announcement on the current
instalment of PM Kisan fundsto farmers.

Farmer’sagitationwas
started in Kapurthalawhen
theHaryanagovernmentre-
pudiated buying sunflower
seedsfrom farmersas per
the MSP of Rs 6,400 per
quintal, while the market
price per quintalhovered
around Rs4,000t04,800.
Perturbed byahugel ossof
nearly Rs. 2,000, sunflower
farmersfrom Kapurthal a,
Ambal a, and neighbouring
Punjabresortedtoblocking
theChandigarhhighway and
demanded the state
governmentto compensate
thepricelossand purchase
the harvest for Rs. 6,400.
However, after nearly two
weeksof agitationledby the
united Farmer’s body
SKMU, the state govern-
ment asked farmersto sell
their produceat theprevail-
ing private market rates,
promising to compensate
themwithanadditional Rs
1000 per quintal as
bhavantar (thedifference
betweenthemarket rateand
M SP/SSP).

Indiaisfacing asevere
scarcity of vegetableoils.
MustardfarmersinHaryana
haveincurred astaggering
lossof Rs20,000 crorein
this season alone due to
unfair prices. Themonocul -
ture of rice and wheat
cultivation, excessiveuseof
groundwater, andfarmfires
shouldbediscouragedby the
government. Thefarmers
should betosubstitutethese
cropswiththecultivationof
oil seed, millets, and pul ses.
Not only sunflower but the
price of other crops
likemustard, soybean, red
gram, and mangoes, areflat-
tened forcing farmers to
resort todistresssalesat a
cost lesser thantheexpense
of cultivation.

Theunderestimation of
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thecost of productionby the
CACP (Commission on
Central Agricultural Costs
and Pricesfunctioningunder
theUnionMinistry of Agri-
cultureandfarmerswelfare)
isforcingthefarmerstorun
onalossof hugesum. While
thefarmer ispushedtodis-
tress, al other playersinthe
market, the middlemen,
wholesale& exporttraders,
and supermarket corporate
agribusinessvaluechains
areironically earning super
profits. Itisevensuspected
that theannounced pricesin
themarket are kept delib-
erately low to benefit all
other playersinthemarket
at theexpenseofthefarmer.

Huge losses

The recent announce-
mentsof M SPsforvarious
cropsfor thecurrent Kharif
seasonare very meagre.
FromRice, wheat to Jowar,
and cottontheaveragein-
creaseofannounced M SPs
hovers between 4 to 8 %.
Despite the present
government’sloud promises
of profitablecrop procure-
ment pricesanddoubling of
farmers’ incomeduringthe
period 2014- 22, theaver-
age annual
increaseofdifferent crop
M SPsoscill ated between 4
t08.1%. Whileduringthe
former UPA regime (be-
tween 2004 to 2013) the
annual increaseranged be-
tween 7.2t011.3%. The
increase announced for
Kharif in2023isRs2183
per quintal (7.4%against Rs
2040 of the previous sea-
son), and wheat Rs 2,260.

Government procure-
mentislimitedto paddy and
wheat. (Mostly from states
of Punjab, M.P, Haryana,
UP, Karnataka, Telangana,
A.P, West Bengal, and
Chhattisgarh). Crop M SPs
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Crop MSP Guarantee
Relieves Distress Sale

announced by the Union
government ensuretorise
theslabandfetchrelatively
higher pricesinopen mar-
kets. A vast majority of
small, tenant farmerssell at
harvesttimedesperately sell
their produce at |ow rates
much below thegovt M SPs
tomillersandmiddlemen, as
they cannot pay fortransport
to reach far-off market
yards.

AlthoughtheUniongov-
ernment saysitsannounced
pricescover alcostsof cul-
tivation, theA + F2formula
(cropcultivationcost plus
family labour),
convenientlyignores all
otherexpensesincurred by
the  farmer. M.S.
Swaminathan Commission
hadrecommendedaformula
‘C2+50% , that coversa
comprehensivetotal of cul-
tivation costswithadded 50
percent of C2.

In two ways
thegovernment announced
M SPs are miscal cul ated.
Firstly, CACPconsidersthe
pricesfromthefinancia year
2012-13asthebasisof cal-
culationnotthepricefromthe
previousseason. Theprices
offertilizers(especially DAP
and Potash), diesel, pesti-
cides, transport, andland
preparation costs
haveincreased by 2.5
timesduringthelast 10years.
ButtheCommissiondtill holds
on toold prices thus
artificiallyloweringthecost
of cultivation.

Gap Between ‘A +
FL'And
Swaminathan’s

‘C2 + 50’ Percent

AmongtheKharif MSP
announcedfor 14 cropshby
the union cabinet this
monththeaverageincrease
for rice, wheat, and other
crops is aroundonly 7.4
percent. Onlysesame and
green gram touched a 10
percentincrease. Thisyear.
CACP calculated

Dr Soma Marla

andrecommendedtheM SPs
using the formulaA + FL
(cropcultivation expenses
plusfamily labour). But Dr.
Swaminathan’scommission
suggestedtheformulaC2 +
50 percent of (C2, thetotal
or comprehensive costsof
cultivation) includesthecost
of all crop cultivation ex-
penses, tenancy rent, interest
onthecapital cost of land,
tractors, and other invest-
ments. While CACP
suggested ‘A’ was
cal culatedbasedonimmedi-
ate prices of fertilizers,
diesel, and othersfromthe
immediate | ast season but
thebaseremainsintheprices
of 2012-13. Duringtheten-
year period, prices have
increasednearly 2.5times.
Also,thewholefamily (an
averageof 4 members) toil
in the crop season, post-
harvest operations, and
working daysfor two mem-
bersduringthecrop season
should beconsidered.

Thegap betweenA+ Fl
and C2+50% makesahuge
difference. Forrice(at 2022
input prices) per quintal
MSP should be Rs. 3,340
instead of Rs 2,183 asan-
nounced by thegovernment.
While Subodh Varma
& Peeyush Sharmaintheir
articleused2012input prices
calculated using C2+ 50 %
atnearly Rs. 2,700 per quin-
tal of rice. Thus, thetotal loss
incurred by farmersdueto
faulty calculationof M SPby
CACPforriceduringthelast
5yearsaloneamountstoRs
2.40lakhcrores. Forwheat,
thelossamountsto nearly
58.5thousand crorerupees.
Calculationsusingcropinput
costsfrom the immediate
previous seasonthe loss
alonefor riceand wheat to-
talswouldbearound4.0lakh
crorerupeesperyear.

Theestimated|ossesfrom

the gap in computation
amounts are cotton (Rs
2,089), Bajra (Rs. 206),
Jowar1969), Mong (Rs
2,269) per quintal and not
including other cropslike
mango, groundnut, soybean,
maize, and others. All this
marginamountingtolakhsof
croresarisingfrompriceim-
balance, whichisdeniedto
farmersin the market is
pocketedbymiddlemen,
wholesale grain traders,
supermarkets, and export
corporateagribusinesssyn-
dicates. Thisisthereason
why every componentinthe
Agro sector except the
farmer makesprofits.

To mask the above-de-
scribed loss, present and
previousgovernmentsdoll
out regularlynominal and
colourful incentivestofarm-
ersfromtimetotime. For
example,the recently re-
leased instalment of Rs
6,000to 11 crorefarmers
under thePM Kisanscheme
isyetanother“Jumla’. This
dole and low MSPs
onlycover afraction of the
huge losses incurred
byfarmersinevery cropsea
son. Bygiving PM Kisan
money, the government
hastotally withdrawn all
subsidiesonfertilizers,irri-
gation, electricity, crop
insurance, relief uponcrop
lossesfromnaturd disasters,
etc.

Legal Guarantee
Of Announced M SP
Rescues Farmers

All IndiaKisan Sabha,
SKMU, and otherfarmer
organizations have been
demandinglegal guarantees
for announced M SPstore-
lievefarmersuptoacertain
extent. As70 percent of the
populationlivesinvillages,
attainingfivetrillion-dollar
economy will bepossible
only by raisingrural incomes
and expansion of demand.
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NCERT Books: Sourceof Pride
BecomesEmbar rassment

Dozensof academicians
andpolitical scientistsina
letter to theNCERT hadsaid
arational exercisehas*mu-
tilated” the booksbeyond
recognition and rendered
those “academically dys-
functional” andthetextbooks
that wereasourceof pride
for them earlier have now
becomea* sourceof embar-
rassment”. They also
asserted that the NCERT
“cannot hide behind their
names” asit continues to
revisetextbooks. They fur-
ther added that thechanges
are“arbitrary” “irrational”
cuts.

A few daysbefore, po-
litical scientistsYogendra
Yadav and SuhasPal shikar
wrotetothe NCERT, who
were part of the textbook
Development Committee,
havewrittentothecouncil,
sayingtheir “ collectivecre-
ativeeffortisinjeopardy”.
Theacademicianshavealso
demandedthat their names
be* dropped” fromthetext-
books.

Inresponseto NCERT,
theacademicianssaidthat
the NCERT sreply was a
“ridiculously technical de-
fence to pre-empt other
academicsor chief advisors
from making similar de-
mands. Theacademicians
havenot rai sed theissuesof
authorship, copyrightsand
NCERT slegal authority to
modify these textbooks.
Theirpointisvery simple: if
they canusetheir legal right
todistort and mutilatethe
text, theacademiciansmay
be able to exercise their
moral andlegal righttodis-
associatetheir namesfrom
textbooksthat they do not
endorse. If thename of the
Textbook Development
Committeeisthereto ac-
knowledge their
contribution, astheNCERT
claims, then they must be
freetodeclinethisgeneros-
ity. If thenamethiscommittee

arereported asamatter of
record, asclaimed, thenit
must al sorecordedthat they
don’t approveof thepresent
version. Thecontinuation
their namesins dethepresent
version of thebook creates
afalse impression of en-
dorsement and they have
everyrighttodissociatewith
thisingnuation. Besides, the
two them are clearly the
“authors” of thesigned | et-
ter that introduces each
book. How can they be

forcedtointroduceatext-
book that they no longer
recognise.

If the NCERT can get
expertstomakechangesas
desired, it canpublishtheir
names. TheNCERT cannot
hidebehind their namesas
chief advisors. Hencethe
academiciansreiteratetheir
[imited demand to the
NCERT.

Theacademiciansareof
theopinionthat any text has
aninternal logic and such
arbitrary cutsand del etions
violatethespirit of thetext.
Thefrequent and serial de-
letionsdo not seemto have
any logic accept to please
the powersthat be. These
textbooksasthey stand now
do not servethe purpose of
training studentsof political
scienceboththeprinciples
of politics and the broad
patternsof political dynamics

that haveoccurredovertime.

Thesignatoriestoalet-
ter sentto NCERT Director
Dinesh Saklani includeK anti
Prasad Bajpai, a former
JNU professor who cur-
rently servesasthevicedean
attheNational University,
Singapore, PratapBhanu
Mehta, aformer vice-chan-
cellor of the Ashoka
University, Rajeev
Bhargava, aformer director
of CSDS, Niraja Gopal
Jayal, aformer INU profes-

framework, thefunctioning
of democracy and key as-
pectsof Indianpolitics,while
asointegratingglobal devel-
opments and theoretical
principlesof political sci-
ence.

Thedropping of several
topics and portions from
NCERT textbooks last
month triggered acontro-
versy, withthe Opposition
blamingtheBJP-led Centre
for “whitewashing with
vengeance”.The NCERT
had describedtheomissions
asapossibleoversight but
refused to undo the dele-
tions, sayingthey werebased

= . - =

sor, NiveditaMenon,aJNU
professor, VipulMudgd , the
head of civil society watch-
dog Common Cause, KC
Suri, aformer professor at
theUniversity of Hyderabad
whoisnow associated with
the Gitam University, and
Peter Ronald deSouza, a
former director of thelndian
Instituteof Advanced Stud-
ies.

These academicians
don’ t want to beassociated
with several sustentative
revisonsof theorigind texts,
makingthenthereby differ-
ent books. The textbooks
weretheresult of extensive
deliberationsand collabora-
tions among political
scientistsfromvariousper-
spectivesand ideol ogical
backgroundsandoriginally
intended toimpart knowl-
edgeabout India’ sfreedom
struggle, theconstitutional

SYLLABUS

ontherecommendationsof
experts. The experts are
non-others than from the
RSScampof ideology which
hasbeenaimingtodividethe
Indianreligiouscommunity
intomajority Hindusversus
minorities—Mudims, Chris-
tians, Sikhs, Jains and
Buddhists to establish
HindutvaRashtra.

It had also said thetext-
bookswereanyway headed
forarevisonin2024, when
the National Curriculum
Framework (NCF) kicksin.
However, it subsequently
changeditsstand and said
“minor changesneed not be
notified”. Someof thecon-
troversia deletionswerenot
mentioned. Thisledtoalle-
gationsabout abidtodelete
these portions surrepti-
tioudly.

STUDY &

STRUGGLE

DU to Establish
East Campus

Thestudentsbel ongingto
East Delhi has been de-
manding for the
establishment of East Cam-
pusfor alonger period of
timewill beareality soon.
Sincetheestablishment of
theDU thestudentshaveto
undergotremendousstrains
of socia andeconomicprob-
lems. For every small
administrativeworksthey
havetotravel longdistances,
spending hoursand hours
and also have to spend
money to reach the North
and South campuses.

Dehi Universty currently
hastwo campuses- North
and South - had announced
expansionplansafewyears
back. Theplansenvisaged
theconstruction of East and
West campusestointroduce
more coursesand acentre
forlaw.Itwill providemore
opportunitiesfor higher edu-
cation but also helpmanage
administrativework. The
construction of DU East
Campuswill beginnextyear
which would be ready by
2026 accordingto DU au-
thorities, whichhavesenta
proposal totheCentral gov-
ernment for fundingfor the
campus. Theaimisto de-
velop the East campus on
thelines of the North and
South campuses. The DU
hasa soplannedfor theWest
campusinRoshanpuranear
Najafgarh. It will cater to
studentshailingfromrural
areasof Delhi andHaryana.

New Age Weekly
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Parvatibai Bhor: A Fighter to the Core

Her real name was Parvati Balaji Gaekwad. Whenever her birth was men-
tioned, someimportant incidentsused to be mentioned: “when Lokmanya Tilak
wassentencedto six yearsimprisonment on chargesof sedition” ; “ After Lokmanya
was arrested, Mumbai witnessed thefirst political strike. All millworkerscame
on tothestreetsfor six days. The government ordered the policeto fire without
warning. I n some places, among those standing in the balconieswere shot and

killed.” These incidents marked the year of her birth.

They were barbers by
caste, and Appa, her fa-
ther, had four hair cutting
saloonsinMumbai. They
wereresidentsof Umrej,
shiftingto Bombay by the
end of 19" century.
Parvati wasgreatly pam-
pered, as Appa did not
haveason. Shedevel oped
stubborn characteristics.
She was married at the
age of nine only, “just
like in cinema”! They
stayed in Chawl number
2 in Elphinstone area,
near Parel. Babasaheb
Ambedkar also stayed
nearby.

In politics

Bal Gangadhar Tilak
diedin1920. Parvati saw
Tilak’s funeral from one
of the balconies of her
father’'s  shop in
Lamington Road. That
wasthefirst timeshesaw
Tilak and did namaskar
with folded hands. Later
on, whenever shewent to
Chowpatty and |looked at
Tilak’s statue, this
memory came back to
her.

Her brother came un-
der the influence of
Gandhiji, which had an
impact on Parvati also.
She began reading the
paper NavaKaal, asalso
other books.

Sheheardthe namesof
Ushatai Dange and SA
Dange.

Contact with

workers

Parvati had heard
about the strike of Girni
Kamgar Union-led work-
ers and also about SA
Dange, Patkar, Tambitkar,
Ben Bradley and others.
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Parel was workers’
battleground. Dangewas
released from Kanpur
Conspiracy Caseon May
23, 1928, and was given
awarmwelcome. Women
millworkers came out in
big numbers during the
strike. Ushatai Dange
became a popular name.

Parvati waswitnessto
the events related with
Pappan Miyan and Babu
Maruti. They werework-
ersinMoti Mills; Pappan
Miyan was the president
and Babu Maruti wasthe
secretary. They were
charged with stoking ri-
ots and murdering their
supervisor. The charges
were totally false. But
police told them if they
mention Dange’s name
and say that he had asked
them to get rid of the su-
pervisor, whichwasagain
alie, they would be set
free. They refused point
blank. The result was
both were sentenced to
death. In Thane jail, on
May 15, 1929, they were
hanged. Papa Miyan’s
wife was at home on the
day with Ushatai attend-
ing to her.She was
pregnant compl eting her
time. Just at the stroke of
the hour, when Pappan
Miyan was hanged, she
shrieked in shock and
gavebirthtoher childon
the spot.

Fourteen years later,
they collected some
money for the ‘Babu
Maruti Fund’ and she
went among the workers
for this collection. A
Konkani woman worker
went towards the idol of
a deity and brought a

small paper packet to her.
Init wereapinch of rice
grainsfrom 14 years ago
which she had preserved
since.

The funds collected
werehanded over to Babu

Maruti’s aged mother at
a function in front of
Moti Millsby Parvati. She
held both her hands and
was at a loss for words.
Tearsstreamed down her
face.

Youth and women
came out in large num-
bers during the strike in
1928. The young people
formed Tarun Kamkari
Sangh (‘young workers’
league’).

Parvati becamegradu-
ally self-aware and
decidedtogooutsideand
work intheunionandfor
the country. She was at-

tracted to the Tarun
Kamkari Sangh. She be-
came a ‘desh sevika' (at
the service of the coun-
try), and wore their
uniform, taking part in
picketing and raised slo-
gans for boycott of
foreign cloth. They pick-
eted the venue where
farewell function was
going on.

Shefoundit hardtosit
at home and kept taking

permission to go out for
every little thing. She
was informed that a
meeting was to take
place and just sped to it.

It wasahuge meeting,
and Parvati listened with
rapt attention to Ushatai
Dange. Thiswasher first
attendance in a public
meeting. A riot broke out
after Ushatai had spoken
for sometime. Police
began a severe
lathicharge. Inreply, the
workerstook up wooden
piecesfromatimber yard
nearby and began wield-
ing them. A mill woman

worker grabbed the belt
of a policeman.

At home, she argued
with her husband and
brother about workingin
the union and announced
that shewasnot sitting at
home. She announced
that if she was not given
permission, shewould go
on hunger strike! They
made fun of her. But she
actually went on hunger
strike. After two days of
hunger strike, the family
members got scared, and
gave her permission on
the condition that she
would go only after do-
ing household choresand
return before sun set.

Parvati began to spin
on atakli and later on
charkha. Every day they
spun on charkha for at
least one hour before
Gandhiji’s picture. Her
brother had joined
swadeshi movement. She
refused to go to Umrej
for her child’s delivery
and went to a maternity
home in the face of
everybody’s opposition.

She began selling
khadi house to house.
Oneworker explained to
her why the textile mill
product was cheaper and
how the worker was ex-
ploited.

The Swadeshi move-
ment spread. Once, she
was in a meeting at
Madhav Bagh and got an
opportunity to listen to
the speech made by Ka-
mala Nehru there. The
entire Nehru family had
cometo Mumbai. At that
time Indira Gandhi must
have been 12 or 13 years
old. She was the captain
of the* monkey brigade’.
It was also called Vanar
Sena.

One day, Parvati sent
her young son out with
two annas to buy a new
biography of Lenin she
had seen advertised from
Bhau Sawlaram Patkar,
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one of the prominent
communists. Patkar
stayed inthe chawl oppo-
site. Parvati, with Patkar
and S. G. Tambitkar, at-
tended classesrun by the
comrades. She also
started acting as a cou-
rier for them, swallowing
thelettersif shewasfol-
lowed.

The conflicts at home
escalated. She recog-
nized that she had grown
up, and had matured. So
painful wasthedifficulty
of moving from home to
the political world that
she once tried to commit
suicide.

Patkar made her swear
an oath on Lenin’s biog-
raphy never totry totake

have funds. | could now
get a sense of commu-
nity. My ‘self’ had
dissolved and my scope
had broadened.” Shecol-
lected fundsby passing a
platearound, thusgetting
250 rupeesfor theunion.

The Party newspaper
reported her speech and
described Parvatibai as
‘the first woman Party
member in Bombay’.

Whenshewasarrested
and taken to the police
station, she fought bit-
terly against therulethat
assigned prisoners of
different backgroundsto
different classesof cells.
Parvatibai refused to go
into her cell, demanding
that she be kept in the
same place as Ahilya

Mother. Tambitkar pre-
pared two handwritten
copiesof thetranslation.
Gorky’s literary works
helped Communi st
movement to grow roots
in Mumbai. Gajanan
Haldankar’'s mother
mortgaged her jewellery
and handed over the
money to have the trans-
lation printed.

Strike of 1940

The Socialist League
and Congressheld ajoint
meeting in the People’s
Jinnah Hall to helpwork-
ers strike. Section 144
came into force and ma-
chine guns placed. The
police were stopping
people midway. Finally,
it was decided that five

Biographies of
Communist

Leaders-89

Anil Rajimwale

her own life again!

During the famous
Bitiamill strikein 1929,
Parvatibai started work-
ing with Ushabai.She
narrated with relish how
Ushabai used female
pickets to shame male
strike-breakers.

She attended Lalji

Pendse’s political
classes.
When Ushabai wasar-

rested, Parvatibai was
asked to replace her on
the union executive, she
thought they might be
joking about this. NM
Joshi was the leader of
thisunion. Onceshetook
charge, she had no hesi-
tation in providing
different kinds of labour
for the union: “I would
reachtheworker’sunion
office by 7 am, tuck my
saree around my waist
and clean the office
space. The union didn’t

Rangnekar.

Sheread thehistory of
Soviet Union seven
times, sitting under a
tree!

Great honour

“Parvatibai Bhor
Zindabad!” “Bai Bhor Lal
Salaam (Red Salute)!”

The slogans re-
sounded in Shivaji Park.
She felt some hesitation
on hearing her name
hailed. Thiswas afunc-
tion to felicitate S A
Dangewhohadturned 75.
Dange, former President
ShriV V Giri and Foreign
Affairs Minister
Yeshwantrao Chavanwere
sitting on the stage.

This was a great
honour for her.

Translation of
Gorky’s ‘Mother’

Party arranged the
translation of Gorky’s

womenwould gatherina
group and go there, with
Parvati init.
Sheworked hardinthe
BitiyaMill strikeand be-
came prominent. Shegot
the Party membership,
which was very difficult
inthosedays. Sheusedto
sellParty weekly Lok
Yuddha (People’s War)
during the WW I1.

AttendingAll India
trade union

conference

Anall Indiatradeunion
conference was held at
Kanpur and N M Joshi
presided over it.
Parvatibai went out of
Mumbai for the first
time. Lalji Pendse was
there, and several discus-
sions on Marxism took
placewith Ashok Mehta,
S M Joshi and others.
Parvati al so spokein bro-
ken Hindi.

TU work during
War

In 1941, a meeting of
the mill workers' union
was held at the Kamgar
Maidan. Parvatibai’s
panel won and she was
elected asecretary. N. M.
Joshi waschief secretary
and Parvatibai assistant
secretary.

They collected funds
for Bengal famine too
and staged plays, helped
by Balragj Sahani. Shankar
Shailendraal so helpedto
collect money in Parel
and other places.

Due to the ongoing
war, Party organised a
camp for self-defence.
There were 50 peoplein
the Marathi division.
Parvati was the lone
woman in the fortnight-
long camp.

Those were the days
of strugglefor her, and a
littleappreciationwould
encourage her. Inameet-
ing at Dalvi Building,
Parvatibai asked RPD
(Rajani Palme Dutt)
questions about women
workersinBritainand he
likedthat. Whileleaving,
he praised her and shook
hands with her. Says
Parvatibai: “He is no
more but hispat of appre-
ciation is with me”!
Post-independence

period

During the ‘BTR Pe-
riod’, the party wasin a
serious crisis.

Parvatibai’s house was
searched.

The party told her to
gounderground. Shewas
undergroundfor 45 days.
At times she knocked on
the doors of mill work-
ers to seek refuge. For a
few days, shestayedwith
Tara Reddy’s uncle in
Shivaji Park. She reap-
peared after 45 days.

A women’s confer-
ence took place at
Calcutta, and she was
elected as the represen-
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tativeof womenworkers.
They held discussionson
the life of the women
workers.

She was also elected
as the representative of
women workers by the
World Federation of In-
ternational Women. She
was invited to Denmark
and later, to Vienna. But
the police report was an
obstacle and she could
not go.

She was arrested for
the first time from the
GKU office along with
three other women com-
rades. Shewasin Arthur
Road Jail for 15 months
under the Defence of In-
diaAct. She also fasted
for 18 days.

L ater she represented
the GKU inall IndiaTU
conferenceinthe Golden
Rock, Tamilnadu. Shegot
an opportunity to travel
fromTrichy to Madrasby
plane, courtesy SA
Dange!

Shereminisces: “ This
wasthefirsttimel had sat
inanaeroplaneanditwas
natural that | would be
overjoyed. The plane
took off; | began swim-
mingintheair. Theregion
that we had seen a few
daysago becameadot as
| looked outside with
great curiosity. Dange
understood my excite-
ment and gave up his
window seat tome. | will
never forget that jour-
ney.”

Samyukta
Mahar ashtra

M ovement

Parvatibai took an ac-
tive part in this
movement in late 1950s.
She participated in indi-
vidual satyagraha. There
wastear-gassing and fir-
ings as she fell
unconscious. When she
woke up, she was lying
between two dead bodies.
Shewasbadly affected by
the gas.

She remained stead-
fast to the party and its
ideals till the last.
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Impact of October

Revolution on India

The book “Impact of
October RevolutiononIn-
did’,isacollectionof articles
written by prominent politi-
cal leadersandintellectuals,
at different pointsof time
related to achievements of
therevolutionworld over
andimpact onIndian Free-
dom Movement. It was
publishedby ‘ Joshi Adhikari
Instituteof Social Studies’
ontheoccasion of hundred
years of October Revolu-
tion.

Thegreat October Revo-
lution or the Russian
revolution in 1917 was a
world-shaking event
inhistory. Inorder tocom-
memorate the hundredth
anniversary of thegreat revo-
lution, the‘ Joshi Adhikari

Instituteof Social Studies |

andpublishedinNewAge,
theCommunist Partyof
India s(CPI) central organ.
Thesumandsubstanceof his
articleisabout the specific
characteristicsof theprole-
tariat of Russia and
Revolutionary Party which
wasdynamic and focused.
The second article, ‘The
theoretica significanceof the
October Revolution’” was
written by Prabhat

has brought out a book :

which is a collection of
articleswritten by prominent

political leadersandintellec-

tuals, at different pointsof
timerelatedtoachievements
of therevolutionworldover
andimpact onlIndian Free-
dom Movement. Thebook
hasbeendividedintothree
parts, thefirst part givesa
theoretical framework tothe
understanding of theRussian
revolutionwhilethesecond
part coverstherelationship
betweentheRussian Revo-
lution and Indian freedom
struggleandfinaly, thethird
part dealswiththerel ation-
ship between the Soviet
Unionandindependent In-
dia

Thefirst part contains
four articles, thefirst one
being,‘ TheRevolutionof Al
Revolutions’ written by
Rajni Palm Duttin 1967, on
theeveof thefiftiethanni-
versary of the Revolution

New Age Weekly

Patnayak. Thearticlewas
publishedinPeople’sDe-
mocracy, thecentral organ
of Communist Party of In-
dia(Marxist) onNovember
6, 2016. Thewriter takesat
length about worker-peas-
antsallianceandimportance
inrevolutionary agenda. The
third chapter of the book
focusesonadraft thesison
National and I nternational
guestionpreparedby Lenin
anddiscussionheldinthird
internationd , whilethefourth
articleisasupplementary
thesison the national and
colonial questionsuggested
by MN Roy.

The second part of the
book dealswitharticlesre-
lated to the freedom

Tika Ram Sharma

movement of Indiaandthe
effect of Russianrevolution
on this movement. The
firstWorld War ended in
1918andRussianrevolution
took placein1917. M ost of
thefreedomfightersandpoli-
ticianslikeMotilal Nehru,
Jawaharlal Nehruandupto
some extent Mahatma
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Gandhi andintellectual po-
etslikeRabindranath Tagore
andotherswerehighly influ-
enced by Russian
Revolution. Youngmenlike
SADange, Muzaffar Ahmed
whowereacquainted with
Marxist philosophy were
working among industrial
andmill workersand were
later oninfluential inform-
ingthe Communist party of
Indiain 1925.

Thefirstarticleinthis
sectionis,“ October Socialist
RevolutionandItsimpacton
India and Asia” by C.
Rajeshwar Rao. Thisarticle
waswrittenontheeveof the
70" Anniversary of theRus-
sianRevolution. Thewriter
has pointed out that the
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RussianRevolutionhadin-
fluenced a number of
freedomfightersand lead-
erslikeJawaharlal Nehru
andMahatmaGandhi. This
revolution had madeagreat
impact onIndia, Chinaand
other Asian countries. The
Communist Party of India
was formed in 1925. The
BritishGovernmenttriedto
crushthecommunistsinin-
dia and many were
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sentencedtojail for several
yearsonfal sepretext, how-
ever, thefreedommovement
continued. After India sfree-
dom, thethen Soviet Union
helped Indiato consolidate
itsfreedomandto build a
powerful public sector.

The article by Dr G.
Adhikari takesabroadview
of thelink betweentheOc-
tober revolutionand Indian
national movementdividing
itintothreephases. Thefirst
phasecovers(1918-35) our
independence movement
entering the rise of the
organised working-class
movement and communi st
party of Indiawith adoption
of the programme of com-
plete independence. The

July 02-08, 2023
second phase was of the

formationof unitedandanti-
imperialist democratic
movement. The freedom
strugglereacheditsclimax
intheyearsof post war up-
swingandthecountry gotits
freedom. Inthethird phase
thedevel opment of thecoun-
try onthebasisof five-year
plansonthepattern of the
USSR anditsfinancial and
technical helpinbuilding
Public Sector.

C.AchuthaMenoninhis
article,” Indian freedom
Struggle and the October
Revolution” saysthat the
peopleinindiacouldderive
encouragement from the
success of the Russian
Revolutionbecauseitwasof
victimsagainst Czarist au-
tocracy, the same kind of
enemy whichwein India
havetofight. Hegivesref-
erences of various
movements in India to
achieve the freedom and
forty yearsof itsachieve-
mentsinvariousfields.

Vijay Kumar Sinhain
hisarticle' Bhagat Singhand
HSRA heard the call of
October Revolution’ ex-
plains that prior to the
October Revolution,the
revolutionariesbelievedthat
revolutionwill not only ex-
pressitself intheformof an
armed conflict betweenthe
foreigngovernment andits
supportersand the people,
but will ringthedeathknell
of capitalismandclass, dis-
tinctions and privileges.
Therewererapid devel op-
mentsinthecountry after the
October Revolution.
Labour wascomingintoits
own as anumber of dedi-
cated communists were
mobilisingthem. Now they
had found a new path of
struggleonthebasisof sci-
entific socialismand they
changed the name of their
party to HSRA (Hindustan
Socialist RepublicAssocia-
tion).

Inherarticle,“ Revolution
of 1917 and Impact on In-
dian Women”, Hazra
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Begum, writesthattill 1927-
28, ordinary Indianwomen
were unaware of historic
events that took placein
1917 in Russia. Later on,
inspired by this, Indian
womenandyounggirlseven
teenagers such as
K al panadutt were active
with secret revolutionary
organisations. Bengal wasa
hot-bed of revolutionary
fervour. Thosewhojoined
thecommunist party of In-
dia(CPI) fromBengal were
Suhasini Ganguli, Kamala
Chatterjee, Indu Sudha
Ghosh, Shanti Ghosh, Vimal
Pratibha Devi, Kalyani
Bhattacharya, Indumati
Sinha etc. Some of the
women within CPI like
Ushatai Dange, Suhasini
Nambiar, M eenakshi
Sardesai actively took part
inTradeUnion Movement.
Otherswhowereoutsidethe
CPI such as Sudha Roy,
Maitreyee Bose, Ambutai
Bahere, Prabhavati
Dasguptawereal soattached
withtheTradeUnionMove-
ment. The third group of
womenwhowereSocialists
demarcated from the CPI
were Kamaladevi
Chattopadhyay, Maniben
Kara, Satyavati Devi and
Poornima Banerjee, etc.
Apartfromthis, Pioneersof
themovement for women’s
rights were Rameshwari
Nehru, Sarojini Naidu,
ArunaAsif Ali andothers.
Thethird part post-in-
dependenceperiod contains
six articles, thefirstoneis
“LongLiveOctober Revo-
lution” by Ajoy Ghosh.Ajoy
Ghoshinthisarticlesaysthat
thevictory of RussianRevo-
lution gave a powerful
impetustothesocialistideas
alovertheworldandinindia
too. It strengthened the
Communist and working-
class movement and also
influenced the advanced
section of the Congress.
besides this, it goes over
many aspects of the post-

colonia period,includingthe
peace movement, thenon-
aligned movement,
economic planning and po-
litical scene.
Thearticleby BTRIis
muchmoredetailedandgoes
into theeconomic aspect of
India spost-independence
period. It elaborateswhich
statisticstheeconomic de-
pendence of postcolonial
countriesontheimperialist
world and how theimperi-
alist world exploited this
dependent relationship.
Similarly, heuseselaborate
gatisticstoillustratepositive
support given by the Soviet
Union and other socialist
countries to help the
postcolonial countries to
stand ontheir ownfeet.

How Russian Revolu-
tion brought about achange
inIndianliterature, abrief
account of which hasbeen
by Rajiv Saxena, a well-
knownHindi poetandwriter
inhisarticle, “ Great Octo-
ber brought a Cultural
Renaissance.” Rabindranath
Tagorecalledthegreat Oc-
tober “Dawn of anew age”
and Munshi Premchand as
“The sun of a new
civilisation”. Writersand
poetslike Sanchi, Ganesh
Shankar Vidyarthi,
Makhanlal Chaturvedi,
Naveen, Dinkar, Subhadra
Kumari Chauhan, Rahul
Sankritiyanand many oth-
ers, inspired by the great
October revolutionattacked
theexploiter andfilledthe
hopeamongthemassesthat
one day political power
would beinthehand of the
workingclass. InUrdulit-
erature, also revealed
tendenciesappearspower-
fullyinshortstories. Marxist
writerslike Sajjad Zaheer,
AhmedAli, Dr.Rasid Jahan
and otherslater onformed
ProgressiveWriters Move-
ment under thechairmanship
of Munshi Premchand in
which the best of writers
from many languages got

associatedwithit.

A supplementary note
on progressive cultural
movement explains, that the
October Revolutionbrought
aparadigmshifttoall forms
of art beit paintings, scul p-
tures, danceor photography.
Thelndian peopletheatre
association wasunder the
chairmanshipof Prof. Hiren
Mukherjeeanditwasnone
other than scientist Homi
Jehangir Bhabha, whogave
thisnametotheorganisation.
Duringthisperiod, therewas
afamineinBengal andlakhs
of people died of hunger.
The artists of this
organisation toured stage
playsthroughout thecoun-
try, explaining the nexusof
Indian capitalistsand Brit-
ishrulersfor thismanmade
famine. They collected do-
nations through theatre
showsand started kitchens
tofeedthecommonmanand
theorganisation received
immense popularity. The
effectof RussianRevolution
couldbeseeninfilmslike
Dharti keLal and others.

ABBardhaninhisarticle
‘Messageof October Revo-
[ution Cannot beBlurred’
explainshow thegreat Oc-
tober Revolutionheraldeda
new erain world history.
Priortoit, revolutionshave
replacedoneexploitingclass
by another, but thisrevolu-
tionhadthrown exploiting
classesout onceandforall.
Despitefacing all kind of
hurdlesand consequencesof
World War, Soviet Union
madetremendousadvance-
mentsin every field be it
Science and Technology,
Health and Education or
Social and Economy. Itwas
thefirst to conquer Space.
However due to several
mistakes, distortions and
conspiracies, the Soviet
Uniondisintegratedinthe
beginning of |ast decade of
twentieth century. After the
initial set back, communists
of different partsof theworld

areregroupingandcarrying
ontheir activities.

D. Raa, in his article
“Revolutionthatlitagreat
flame” mentions that the
Russian Revolution paved
theway for toiling massesto
achievepolitical power for
thefirsttime. Itheraldedthe
epoch of absolution of ev-
ery kind of exploitationand
oppression. Themessageof
therevolution moved mil-
lions of people acrossthe
world, includingintheco-
lonial countries. Itgavean
impetus to the freedom
strugglesandnational libera-
tion movements.
Unfortunately, the Soviet
Uniondisintegratedandthe
socialist regrouping col-
lapsedin eastern European
countriesinthe 1990s.

ShameenFaizeinhisar-
ticle‘ October Revolution-
Few Lessons' saysthat the
revolutionwhichwasepoch-
making gaveanew impetus
anddirectiontothefreedom
struggleinindia. Theideals
of the October Revolution
becametheprimary source
of ingpirationfor alargeseg-
ment for our national
freedom movementinclud-
ingthedominant|eadership
of thelndian National Con-
gress. India was among
countrieswhich received
maximummoral and mate-
rial assistancefrom USSR
and other countriesof Eu-
rope to build our own
industriesand core sector.
Unfortunately, the USSR
collapsed and at present the
ruleof financial capital is
theretoimposeitseconomic
and political hegemony
worldover.

BOOK
review

Thebook isacompila-
tionof articlespublishedin
New Age,thecentral organ
of Communist Party of In-
diafromtimetotimeexcept
LeninandMN Roy’ stheses
andthearticle by Prabhat
Patnaik. Thebook wasre-
|leased inthehonour of the
hundredth anniversary of
Russian Revolution. Ac-
cording to the editor Jaya
Mehta, articlesinthisbook
arereflectionsof thethink-
ing and practice of the
|eadership of the CPI, how
itwasinfluencedby theideas
of theRussian Revolution
and at thesametime, hadto
adapt tolocal conditionsin
itsstruggleagainst British
ruleinIndia. Many of the
figuresor photosof histori-
cal events which were
availableandvaluableinfor-
mationrel ated tothesubject
areadded intheboxes. At
the end of the book, intro-
ductionof thewriter hasbeen
givenfor theknowledgeof
thereader.

The book has been
brought out by Joshi
Adhikari Instituteof Social
Studies,aregisteredinstitu-
tion under Societies
Registration Act, 18601in
1985. It haspublished sev-
eral booksand bookletson
social, political and eco-
nomic issues. It has also
conductedfield surveysto
study theproblemsfaced by
poor and marginal farmers
ineight statesof thecoun-
try apart from organising
workshops, meetingsand
seminarsonrelevant sub-
jects. Itisnamed after two
great | eadersof theCommu-
nist Party of India, PC Joshi
and Dr. GAdhikari.
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Calls to Defeat BJP...

FromFront Page
removed fromthe Centre.

Inthepressconference,
JDU leader and Bihar chief
minister Nitish Kumar
thankedthosewho attended
themeetingand saidthat all

theoppositionpartieshave |

agreed to contest together
against the BJP in the
LokSabhaelections. Itwas
quitefruitful meeting and
therewill beonemoremeset-
ing,inwhicheverythingwill
be finalized, he said and
added, “ All of uswill walk
together. Itisintheinterest
of thecountry. Thosewhoare
inthegovernment now, they
arenotworkingintheinterest
of the country. They are
changingthehistory of the
country.”

CPI (M) general secre-
tary SitaramYechury said
that agitationswill beheld at
thenationa level againstthe
anti-peoplepoliciesof the
Uniongovernment. Former
CongressPresident Rahul
Gandhi said that today the
foundation of Indiaisunder
attack. Alongwith national

institutions, BJPisattacking
thevoiceof thepeople.“ This
isabattleof ideology,” he

withflexibility. Thisisapro-
cess of opposition unity,
whichisgoingtomovefor-

D Rajaalongwith Rahul Gandhi
and Lalu Prasad Yadav

said,“inwhichweall stand
together. Weall may have
our differences, butweare
determinedtowork together
andwill defend our ideology

ward.”

National President of
RashtriyaJanataDal Lalu
Prasad said,” Now | am
completely fit. Now

NarendaraModi and BJP
havetobefit.” Healsotook
ajibeatinflation, banningRs
2,000 notesand BJP' sde-
feat in the Karnataka
elections.

NCP president
SharadPawar said that all
partieshave shown solidar-
ity. “We will fight the
L okSabha elections to-

¢ gether,” hesaid. Jharkhand

chief minister Hemant Soren
saidthat effortsaremadeto
destroy our compositecul-

@’ ture. The meeting held in

Patnaregarding opposition
unity hasbeen completely
successful. Thismeetinghas
fixed BJP sdeparturefrom
power at the Centrein2024,
hesaid.

CPI general secretary D
Rajawho cameto Patnaon
June23to attend the oppo-
sition conclaveon unity of
opposition parties, was
warmly welcomed at Patnha
airportonJune22. Party’s
state secretary Ramnaresh
Pandey, Bihar government’s
financeminigter Vijay Kumar
Chaudhary, public health
engineering minister Lalit
Kumar Yadav, other party
|eaders and workers wel -
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comed D Raja. After this,
chief minister NitishKumar
alsoreachedtheguest house
andwelcomedthe CPI gen-
eral secretary offeringhima
shawl.

Talkingtoreporterson
reaching Patna, the CPI gen-
eral secretary saidthat the
country’s democracy and
Constitutionareindanger.
Solidarity and unity of the
opposition partiesisneces-
sary to remove the Modi
government fromthe Cen-
tre. It is clear from the
solidarity of theopposition
partiesontheinvitation of
chief minister NitishKumar
that theBJP-led coalitionis
goingtofaceacrushingde-
feat in the upcoming
L okSabhaelections. D Rgja
told that theway the M odi
governmentisdestroying
constitutional institutions,
theConstitutionitself isfac-
ingdanger. Thegovernment
attheCentreisworkingonly
forthecapitalists. Inthelast
nineyears, theM odi govern-
ment did nothing for the
workers, farmers, unem-
ployed and youth.

State Bleeds as...

From Last Page

NFIW Premil, leader, RK
Amusana, CPlI Manipur
state executive member,
Noor, districtcouncil mem-
ber, KshShanta,secretary
Manipur state CPI(M).

Itwasaddressed by Prof.
DineshVarshney,secretary,
CPI, Delhi state council,
Sukhjinder
M aheseari,president,
AlY F,Gul zar Singh
Goriageneral secretary,
BKMU, N Tombichamu,
CPI(M), among others.

Inal their speeches, deep
concernwasvisibleabout
thepresentcrisisinManipur.
They saidthat crisiswasa
political issue and hence,
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solution also should bepo-
litical. An
immediatecessation of vio-
lence and restoration of
peacewasdemanded. They
saidethnicviolencewasled
by petty paliticsof rulingBJP
governmentinManipur and
demanded that the Central
government shouldcall an
immediate meeting of all
political partiesinManipur.
Special packagesshouldbe
sanctioned for displaced
people, removal of the
blockade on NH2,
stoppingof narcoterrorism
in Manipur among others
were the immediate de-
mands. Speakers said the
ongoingturmoil inManipur

isadirectresult of thedivi-
sive policiespursued by
the so-calleddoubleengine
governmentof theBJP. Try-
ing to widen the division
among peopleinthesmall
statelikeManipur whichis
already aflamewithviolence
haveasingleamandthatis
electoral gains. Theall-en-
compassing violencehasa
background of divisivepoli-
cies and it cannot be
restrained enduringly espe-
cially withthestepstaken
bytheUnionhomeministry
and stategovernment.

Everyday people are
dying. Thoselivinghavelost
their homes. Their houses
are turned to ashes, and
shopsarelooted and burnt.

It has becomethe most
usual sight. Miscreants

thriveonthetragediespeople
aresufferingwith. It hasbe-
come very common to
witness the houses set in
flames and shops looted.
Conflict reaching
alarminglevelsof violenceis
dishearteningandshowsthat
thepeopleof Manipur have
lost their confidenceinthe
state apparatus.

CPI understandsthede-
struction as a result of
political and Social conflict
andnot merely alaw and
order issue. Theparty de-
mandsthat theUnionhome
ministry andthestategov-
ernment itself of Manipur
must reach out to
allstakeholdersandpolitica
partiesfor the immediate
cessationof hostilities.

A political solutiontothe

crisisshould bereached by
taking all opinions
andpeopleinto confidence
andrestoring normalcy and
peace in Manipur.
CPlappealstoall sectionsof
the people of Manipur to
maintain peace and nor-
malcy.

This Dharna was also
joined by CPI Delhi State
leadersK ehar Singh, Ram
Raj,Ajay Malik, all Secre-
tariat Membersof CPI Delhi
statecouncil and R PAttri,
Sanjeev Kumar Rana, Nirgj
Kumar,BabanKumar Singh,
all CPI Delhi state council
members,HaiderAli, central
district assistant secretary
and state council member
and Muslim Mohammad,
member of district council of
south Delhi.
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Trump’s Rhetorics against
Communists Continue

Thecapitaistsandimpe-
rialist countries are still
againstthecommunistsand
Marxists, thoughthey claim
that they havefinishedthe
communistideology fromthe
earth, but still they areafraid
of communists. Therecent
rhetoricagainstthecommu-
nistsisfromnon-other than
thedefeated Donald Trump
theex-USpresidentwhois
convicted by theUScourt.
Trump hasannounced anew
campaign proposal on
United Statesimmigration—
barring “communists” and
“Marxigs’ fromenteringthe
country. Trumpismaking
another bidin 2024, said he
would use* Section 212 (f)
of thelmmigrationand Na-
tionality Act” to“ order my
governmenttodeny entry to
al communistsandall Marx-
ists.”

Theannouncement was
reminiscent of Trump’sban
ontravellersfromseveral
predominantly Mudimcoun-
triesduring hisfirst term,
whichwasheavily criticized
as anti-Muslim and ulti-
mately revoked by President
JoeBiden.If hewinshewill
bekeepingforeign, Chris-
tian-hating communists,
Marxistsand socialistsout
of America.Trump’s pro-
posal alsoraised questions
about whether adecades-
old law could actually be
used to ban all communist
andMarxistimmigrantsto
theU.S., howitwouldwork,
andwhy Trumpissofocused
onthesepolitical theoriesin
acountry wherefew resi-
dentssupport them.

U.S.immigrationlaw al-
ready barspeoplewho are
membersof aCommunist
Party from becoming natu-
ralizedcitizensor greencard
holders. Thedraconianlaw
saysthat whoisor hasbeen

amember of or affiliatedwith
theCommunist or any other
totalitarian party (or subdi-
visionor affiliatethereof),
domesticorforeign,isinad-
missible.”

Theoriginsof that rule
dateback to 1918 whenthe
U.S. government became
concerned about “ external
threats of anarchism and
communism.Atthattime, it

istvisaor asastudent.During
his speech Trump said he
would useaparticular sec-
tionof U.S.immigrationlaw
— Section 212 (f) —tobar
“all communists and all
Marxists.” That section
givesbroad authority to bar
peoplewhoaren’tU.S. citi-
zensenteringthecountry if
their entry would be* detri-
mental totheinterestsof the

Bell Curves =RPrasad

WAR

Viewership

The war is dragging on and
the viewers are getting
bored. Can you spice it up
with a coup?

was al so the end of World
War |, communismwastak-
ingrootintheSoviet Union,
andthecountry would soon
imposestrictimmigration
quotasintheU.S.But, itdoes
have someexceptions. For
example, peoplewhohadto
jointheCommunist Party in
ordertogetajoborif their
membership was issued
whenunder age 16, accord-
ingtoimmigrationcode.

The prohibition also
doesn’t currently apply to
someonewhowantstovisit
theU.S., suchasonatour-

United States.”

Trump’s comments on
barring communists and
Marxistsharkenback toone
of the more controversial
actionsof hisadministration
— oftenreferredto by crit-
ics as a travel ban on
Muslims. Opponentscited
Trump’s own tweets and
rhetoricinarguingthat the
travel ban discriminated
agangMudims. Butthehigh
courtruled5-4inTrump’s
favour. Chief Justice John
Robertssaidinthemajor-
ity opinionatthetimethatthe

justicesweren’tweighingin
on whether it was good
policy but that it waswell
withinU.S. presidents’ con-
siderable authority over
immigration.

Trump wasn’'t the first
presidenttousethisspecific
power of immigrationlawto
l[imitwho cancomeintothe
U.S.A 2020 Congressional
Research Service report
notedinstanceswhereithad
beenused by variouspresi-
dents, but thereport noted
that Trumpusedtheauthority
toimpose broader restric-
tionsthan hispredecessors.

Western powers
deem Russia alien
totheir
‘civilisation’

Recent eventshavehigh-
lightedthat Russiacanonly
communicatewiththeWest
fromaposition of power, as
the latter are bent on em-
barkingona“path of fierce
confrontation” withit, top
Russianlawmaker Vaentina
Matvienko.

Moscow does not see
Western nationsasitstra-
ditional enemiesbuttheUS
anditsallieswill only listen
to the language of force,
Matvienko, theChairperson
of the Russian Federation
Council - theupper houseof
thenational parliament, said
inastatement ontheeveof
RussiaDay - the national
holiday marking theestab-
lishment of the modern
Russian state.

The West has always
treated Russia as “some-
thingaientoitscivilization”
and “such a sentiment is
deeply rootedin European
society,” shesaid, adding
that it cannot be just cast
away. TheWestern nations
haveembarked on apath of
“fierceconfrontation” with
Moscow as they follow

Diary of

| nternational

Events
C. Adhikesavan

Washingtoninitsattemptsto
preserve its global hege-
mony - a prospect where
Russia has always been a
maj or obstacle, Matvienko
said.

Moscow hasdone“ev-
erything in its power and
even more” to ensure its
security anddefenditslegiti-
mate national interests
through peaceful means, but
its“only mistake” wasthat
ittrusted theWest toomuch
andwasnot “tough” enough
initsdealingswithWashing-
ton and its allies, she
added.Modern Western
|leaders are obsessed with
theideaof their civilization
being chosen for some
higher purposeand areada-
mant that they canmakeno
mistake, Matvienko said.
Suchpeopleareonly capable
of talkingtotheir counter-
parts from a position of
power andthey understand
only thelanguageof force,
sheadded.

“Most modern Western
politiciansand government
officialsdonot eventry to
understandthat theworldis
goingthroughamajor trans-
formationandisnothinglike
it was some 20-25 years
ago,” theRussian Senator
said, citinga“ deepcrisisof
theliberal ideology” that has
hit bothWesternnationsand
theworldasawhole.

Western governments
arethe onesviolating the
democraticprinciplesinthelr
ownnationsandbeyondtheir
borders, Matvienko said,
addingthat theUSandits
dliescontinuetofasdyclam
tobethemajor defendersof
democracy in the
world.Russianeedsto be-
comestronger inthefields
of security, economy and
technol ogy, shecontinued,
warningthatitwill facesome
“major challenges” inthe
future.
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destine manner. One may
say that Modi hasn’t gota
family and that thereisno
needfor himtoindulgein
corruption.But under his
Governance, 30 business-
men had looted public
money, whowhereall letto
leavethecountry scot free.
29ththemarefrom Gujarat,
said Dr.Narayana.

Duringthe9yearsof BJP
rule, pricesof all essential
commoditieshavesky rock-
eted. Thepriceof cooking
gas has increased from

inder. Thepricesof petrol
and Diesel had increased
many foldduringthisperiod,
hesaid.
Dr.Narayanasaidthatthe
Country isat crossroads. In
theM odi regime, thedemo-
craticand Secular valuesof
our Nationisunder attack.
The federal set up of the
Country isat stake.

Even the President of
India was not spared. By
choosingnottoallow her, the
premiereof the Parliament,
toinauguratethenew build-
ing Modi hasacted against

women andtheAdivasis.

He said that BJP may
haveapolitical agendato
makeM odi asthe President
of India and establish an
Americanmodel rulehere

While concluding his
speech Dr.Narayana ex-
hortedtoall the Secular and
Democraticforcesopposed
totheretrograde policesof
Modi tostandunitedtobring
downtheBJP Government
in the ensuing election to
save the Secular, Demo-
craticvaluesandtheNation.

A.M.Saleem, State Sec-

addresstold thegathering
that the M odi Government
hadfailedtodeliver. TheNR
CongressBJPally Govern-
mentinPuducherryisleast
bothered about thedevel op-
ment or the rights of the
State. Whileclosing down
theGovernment runtextile
millswhichwerethehaven
of employment, it has
opened doorsfor hundreds
of pubsandresto bars.
CPI in Puducherry had
well utilisedthiscampaignto
exposetheanti national BJP
ruletothepeopleby anovel
way of propaganda, hesaid

Former Chief Minis-

July 02-08, 2023

Congress Party
V.Narayanasamy,
Puducherry Opposition
|leader and DMK organizer
R.Siva, CPI(M) State Sec-
retary R.Rajangam, VCK
Principal Secretary
Deva.Pozhilan,
R.Viswanathan, Former
Minister CPI
,Nara.Kalainathan, SEC
Members, CPI, Mothilal
from CPI (ML),A.Gabriel
from MDMK,
Siva.Veeramani fromDK,
Umar Farook fromlUML,
Y.Mushtag Deen from

MMk spoke at the public

Rs.410toRs.1210percyl- the constitution of India, retary in his presiding ter of Puducherry from mesting
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will explaintothe people
about the attacks on the
workingclassandothertoil-
ing sectionsand aboveall
about theattacksby theBJP
government ontradeunion
leaderswhoarefightingon
behalf of toiling sections.
Leaderswill also explain
how theBJPgovernmentis
implementing the British
policies. Sheal so pointed
out that the national work-
ing committee meeting of
AITUCwhichwasheldin
L ucknow had also decided
toorganize protest demon-
strations against the
anti-worker policiesof Cen-
tral and stategovernments.

Referring to the
programme of framers’
unionsonNovember 27,29
and 29, 2023 the AITUC
general secretary saidthat

central tradeunionsa sowill
take partinprogramme.In
view of 2024 general elec-
tionsagitation programme
will bedecidedinorder to
awakethepeople. Concrete
programmewill beevolved
inorder todethronetheBJP
government from power. In
thesameway aswasdone
in Karnataka, trade union
|eaders and kisan leaders
will gotoevery village, ev-
ery house, every industry
and explain how thecentral
government is not imple-
menting the assurances
givenby itatthetimeof with-
drawal of kisan movement.

Thegovernment hasnot
yet given any relief tothe
familiesof thedeceasedin
thekisasnmovement. Alsotill
date the cases instituted
during thekisan movement
are not withdrawn. She

15

CTUs to Hold Dharna ...

ELANGANA STATE.

x

it

AlITUC general secretary Amarjeet Kaur addressing the meeting

urged upon the state
governments includingthe
Telanganastategovernment
not toimplement thelabour
codes which are anti-
worker. She concluded by
criticizingthe Central gov-
ernmentwhichdidnotinvite
thePresident of thecountry

Droupadi Murmatothein-
augural function of the new
building of Parliament.

S Balrgj, state general
secretary of AITUCassured
that districtlevel conventions
will beorganized asprepa-
rationfor mahapadav. The
meeting wasal so attended

by VidyaSagar Giri,AITUC
national vice president,
Chandraiah B, state vice
president, M Narsimha
state deputy general secre-
tary, KarunaNanduri and B
Venkatesh, statesecretaries,
Boddupalli Kushan, coun-
cil member.

On (Record ...

A 32-year-old MuslimmannamedAffan

Abdul Ansari wasbrutally beaten to death
on Saturday night by a Hindutvamob in
Nashik.Ansari, whohailedfromMumbai’s
Kurlaarea, wasaccompanied by hisfriend
Nasir GhulamHussain Qureshi and wastrav-
ellinginacar whenthey wereinterceptedand
attacked by the self-proclaimed cow
vigilantes.Thepolicehavetakenten people
into custody thusfar in connectionwiththe
incident. Bhamrementioned, “Based onthe
complaintfiledby theinjured person, wehave
registered acase of murder andrioting and
are currently investigating the
matter.” M eanwhile, Bhamreadded that the
meat inthecar of two Muslimmen hasbeen
sentforaforensictest“tofindoutif itwas
buffalomeat or beef.” —maktoobmedia.com,
June29.

* k%

Thepeopleof Keralaare capabl e of un-
dergtandingtheunderlyingmotivationsbehind
thecallsfor theremoval of the state’ sau-
tonomy. Kerala will steadfastly defend
pro-people policiesand resist communal
forcesinindia, asithasalwaysdone.Since
assuming power in2014, theNarendraM odi-
led BJP (BharatiyaJanataParty) government
hassystematically challenged thefoundation
of India scongtitutionally recognisedfederal
valuesand democratic principles. Through
variousactions, such asthe abrogation of
Article370, introducinganordinancetonullify

B
aSupreme Court order grantingadministrative
autonomy to the Delhi government, and
weaponising central agencieslike ED and CBI
against opposition|eaders, thegovernment has
displayed aclear intent to consolidate power at
theCentre, disregarding theessenceof Indiaas
aUnion of states.

Furthermore, encroachment upon subjects
under states’ jurisdiction, demonstratedthrough
theagricultural laws, Labor Codes, andtheimple-
mentation of theGoodsand ServicesTax (GST),
arefurther evidenceof therulingparty’ sconcerted
efforttoundermineprovincial states autonomy.
—newsclick.in, June 27.

* k%

Whilecampaigningfor theU.S. presidency,
Joe Biden sharply criticized the Modi
government’shumanrightsrecord, writing how
twoof itslandmark lawsare* inconsistent with
thecountry’slongtraditionof secularismandwith

UBSCRIBE www.patreon.com/cartoonistsatish

sustainingamulti-ethnicand multi-religiousde-
mocracy.” Indian PrimeMinister Narendra
Modi leadsacountry that issuddenly at the
center of U.S. strategy inAsia. AndBidenhas
changed histune, inviting theprimeminister
toastatevisitthisweek.

I’ swidely understoodthat whenU.S. elites
refer toIndiahaving afunctional freepress,
judiciary, and democracy, they areeither dis-
honest or in denial about how thecountry’s
political systemhasdevel oped under Modi.
Butthesameistruewhenthey praiselndia’s
economy. TheU.S. government seemsto be
operating under theassumptionthat Modi’s
Indiacan sustainthecountry asit decouples
from Chinesemanufacturing. Thereislittle
reason to believe that is true. —
foreignpolicy.com, June 23.

Compiled by: C Adhikesavan
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CPI general secretary D Raja addressing the gatherlng

Manipur Suffers Sharp Division among People

STATE BLEEDS AS RULERS
REMAIN APATHETIC

“The ongoing turmoil in Manipur isa direct re-
sult of the policy of dividing the people pursued by
the ‘double engine’ government of BJP. A political
solution to the burning problem hasto be arrived at
takingall huesand opinionsof themassesin thestate,”
said D Raja, general secretary, Communist Party of
Indiawhileaddressingthegathering attending“ Na-
tional Convention on Peace in Manipur”, on June
25,2023, in Delhi.Hesaid, “ Normalcy and peace must
be established in this state. CPIl appeals to all sec-
tions of the people of Manipur.” The dharnawas
organized by ten likeminded partiesin Manipur that - 4
areCPI, CPIM, Congress, AITUC,AIFB,RSP,JDU, «— #« g;ggg';gglmﬁ Y. N e u?é‘n'#ﬂ"pﬁ‘z
NCP, SS (UBT) and AAP. - el s P < 2 3
Nilotpal Basu, politbureau "} ™ {8 :ﬂ\é 2 Ry S W
member of CPI(M), G ‘- |

Sandosh Kumar, Manipur
statesecretary L Thoiren,
NSinghajit,Joy Kumar, both
assistant secretariesof CPI

dia and Delhi CPI State by theprimeminister.

Council held a  SotinSinghpresidedover
massiveprotest Dharnaat  the proceedings. Among
JantarMantarinDelhiagainst  those who addressed the

- OPEN BLOGKADE = '
ERADICATE °
POPPY |
PLANTATION fairs
J

From M anipur, other than
thestate CPI leadership, it

was also attended by na-
tional council secretaries
DrK. Narayana,
PallabSengupta, national
council member Prof Dinesh
Varshney, secretary, Del hi
statecouncil. Amongothers
on the dais wereJairam
Ramesh, Ibobi Singh, former
chief minister of Manipur,

Devrgian, general secretary,
AIFB, RSDagar, RSP, L.
Thoren, Hoiren, secretary,
Joy Kumar, assi stant secre-
tary, CPI Manipur.

Joy Kumar conducted
the proceedingsof thecon-
vention.

M anipur Statecouncil of
the Communist Party of In-

unabated violencecontinu-
ing for last 50 days inthe
state and al so against the
stony silenceover theissue

dharnawere CPI national Manipur state council,
secretaries, K Narayana, AlTUCIeaderShamungou

Ramakrishna Panda, and Singh, state secretary of

member of Parliament P On Page 12
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