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PROTECT SECULARISM,

DEMOCRACY,

PATNA:AnN extended
meeting of the Bihar state
executiveof theCommunist
Party of Indiawasheldon
June 24, 2023 at
JanashaktiBhavan. Mithilesh
Kumar Jhapresidedoverthe
meeting. Addressing the
meeting, Communist Party of
Indiageneral secretary D
Rajaspokeindetail onthe
present political situation,
prevailing in the country.
National council secretary
NagendraNathOjhawho
also addressed the meeting
spokeonthecurrent politi-
cal developmentsin the
state.

Party state council sec-
retary Ramnaresh Pandey
addressing the executive
meeting gaveadetailed pic-
tureof thefutureactionplans.
Accordingtotheplan, the
partywill organizearally on
November 2, 2023, hostthe
national conference
of BharatiyaK hetM azdoor
Union(BKMU), thenational
conferenceof theAl SFand
conferencesof all the CPI
branchesand areacommit-
tees of the party by
September.

Addressingthestateex-
ecutivemeeting, CPl generd
secretary D Rgjacalledupon
theparty comradesand sup-
porterstoplay aleadingrole
inprotectingtheCongtitution
and democracy by defeat-
ing the ruling BJP
government at theCentrein
the upcoming LokSabha
electionsin2024. Hetermed
themeeting of major oppo-
stionpartiesheldinPatnaon
June 23 asawelcomestep
inthisdirection. Democracy,

CONSTITUTION

CPI general secretary D Raja addressing the meeting

Congtitutionandfundamen-
tal rights have been
destroyed during thenine
yearsof BJPrule.

Hepointed out that con-
stitutional institutionswere
made puppetsof theruling
regime. TheUniongovern-
mentisworkingat thebehest
of thecorporates. Atrocities
on Dalits, tribals, women
and minorities have in-
creased under this
government. BJPhasto be
removedfromtheCentreto
savethecountry, itsConsti-
tution and democracy.

Welcomingthehistoric
meeting of the opposition
parties held in Patna, the
capital of Bihar, D Rgjasaid
that thecountry’ sdemocracy
and Constitutionareindan-
ger. Solidarity and unity of
the opposition partiesis
necessary to remove the
Modi government fromthe
Centre. Itisclear fromthe

Kirensh Kumar

unity of theopposition par-
ties at the Patha meeting,
assembled ontheinvitation
of chief minister Nitish
Kumar that theBJPalliance

istofaceacrushing defeat
intheupcoming L okSabha
electionsin2024.

Addressingthemeeting,
NagendraNathOjhacalled
uponthestateparty leaders
tostart preparingforthe* BJP
Hatao,DeshBachao’ rallyto
beheldinPatnaon Novem-
ber 2. Heasked theleaders

tovigitvillagesandtownsand
hold meetingsaspart of the
preparations.
Theexecutive meeting
heldadetailedreview of the
padayatra and mass
satyagrahaorganizedinthe
state. Aspart of theparty’s
nationwide political cam-
paign, a short report was
placed at themeetingonthe
PadayatrafromApril 14,0n
AmbedkarJayanti day, till
May 31, 2023, and the Jan
Satyagrahaconvened at the
district headquartersonJune
08-09, 2023, as per the
decision of theparty’sstate
council.Accordingtothede-
cisionof thestatecouncil, a
target wasfixedtocomplete
the branch and regional
conferencesby themonth of
September. A concreteplan
will bemadeinthisregard
by callingameeting of the
zillaparishadssoon. Alsoit
was decided to make the

‘BJP Hatao,Desh
Bachao'rally tobeorganized
by the party on November
02,2023 at Gandhi Maidan
in Patna a historic
one.Preparations will be
started by organizing meet-
ingsfromdistrict tobranch
level.

L ater addressing press
conferenceorganized after
theconclusion of thestate
executivemeeting onJune
24, the CPI general secre-
tary said that 15 political
partiespresent inthemeet-
ing of major opposition
partiesof thecountry called
ontheinvitation of Bihar
Chief Minister NitishKumar
onJune23unitedly pledged
to participateintheupcom-
ing 2024 LokSabha
electionsand build aBJP-
SanghMukt Bharat, whichis
awelcomestarting pointfor
safeguarding democracy
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Napoleonhadoncesaid,”...Money hasno
motherland; Financiersarewithout patriotism
and also without decency. Their soleobject
isgain”. Thoughnotvisible,itisthecreedon
whichthefinancecapital takesroots. Indiais
slowly stumblingtowardsthehigher state of
capitalismwhich doesnot haveafacebutin
essenceismerger of industrial capital and
banking capital. Thenotification by the RBI
on

June8, 2023 allowsthecommercial banks
tonegotiatecompromisesettlementswithwillful
defaulterswho refuseto settlethe outstand-
ingloansdespitehaving capacity torepay and
to settletheir outstanding debtsonceandfor
al. Thenatificationfurther said, any criminal
processthat might havebeeninitiated against
suchdefaulterswoul d continue; theconcerned
bank wasto take precautionsthat while ne-
gotiating such astatement, it will not burden
itself withlitigationand other expenses. After
fiveyears, suchdefaultersmay beconsidered
eligiblefor any freshloan! Itisquiteconsis-
tentwiththerationaeof financecapitd . Finance
isusually an‘excellent servant’, but ‘ cruel
master’.

Theworldisinfact witnessingtoday crev-
icesgetting wider and deeper, leadingto an
inequitableorder promotedintheprocessof
globalization. Attemptsare madeto destroy
not only thefederalism, thereisalsohorror of
fundamentalistterrorismgrowingagainst ev-
erythingthat issecular, democratic, and al so
socialist. Inorder todiscredit thebedrock of
our democracy, our Constitution, isalsofac-
ingtheknifefromtheRight Reaction. Itsunitary
and the federal structure that represent its
composite character arealso goingtofade.
Any regional initiativeor evenaspirationisnot
tobepermitted. For example,in2017,the GST
wasimposed on states. But therate of tax on
different commoditieswasnot to bedecided
by them. Itwasgiventothemearlier astheir

Democracy in Peril

constitutional right, but was usurped by the
Centre.

Thestateshavetofollow whatever amount
thecentredecides, despitethe GST council es-
tablishedwiththestaterepresentatives. It makes
thestatesfurther dependent onthe Centre, that
maintainsitshegemony over theentirecountry.
Thusnotonly federalismgetswipedout, but small
andmiddleindustrialistsalsofaceagrimfuture.

TheCentreal so keepsdepriving the states
of their constitutional rights. Thefour Labour
Codesandthenow repealed threeagriculture
related laws, passed by the Parliament arethe
glaring proofsof thesame. Now theentireL abour

Actthat working classandtheentiretoilingmasses
had got passed inthe Parliament after constant
strugglestand abolished. I nstead therearethe
four labor codesthat subsume 29 existinglabour
laws. Labour isintheconcurrentlist, withrights
tolegislategivenbothto stateandthecentreby
theConstitution. Butthegovernment at theCentre
waskeen to support the corporate sector and
introducedtherighttohireandfirepolicies, fixed
termemployment, increased working hoursand
reduced minimumwagenorms. Thestateswere
forcedtoformulatecomplyingrulesunder these
Codestoget themimplemented. Thethreefarm
lawsunder statelist wererepeal ed only under
immense pressureof thefarmers’ movement.

Thereisnoendorsingor financingthe help-
lessmassesinthestatesintimesof crisis. The
welfarefundsallottedfor the purposeandtobe
released by the Centrearenot only delayed but
alsorefusedtothestatesin need. Theschemes
implementationaredelayed, lesspaid, and get
indebted despitethefundslying either idleor
channeledin other streams. Therural job guar-

anteescheme (MGNREGS) schemehasbeen
theworst victimfor which Central fundsare
never enough makingthestatesalwaysaccu-
mul ating huge debts. Several other central
schemeslikeeducation programs, scholarships
for SC/ST, child and mother nutrition
programmes, minority devel opment schemes
areseveral suchexamplesthat havebeen axed
without any qua ms. Deprivingthestatesof their
welfarefundshasbeendestroyingthestate’'s
financial situation. Asaresulttheyarerendered
weaker and more dependent on Central lar-
gesse.

Thereisalsotheinterventionof Hindutva
ideas, an ultra-nationalistic stream, with par-
ticular stress on fragmentation through
communalism. The purposeisto changethe
connotationof bothunity anddiversity. There
arethesham patriotic sentimentsuttered and
imposedwithglorificationof war.Inthesame
breath, thereareinitiativestakentoweaken
thecountry’ ssovereignty and security by priva
tizing defense production, inviting foreign
capital init,and completely aligningwiththe
USinall defensematters. Therewasal so ab-
rogationof Art370in Jammuand Kashmiras
thestatewascruelly divided. Thedivisive
attempts,madebrutally,wereexclusively made
against theMuslimhegemony. Thedivisive
agendawasfollowed against thedemocratic
institutionsaswell. Thedemocratic structure
of theinstitutionswere crushed and replaced
by sel ect group of peopleloyal toregimeand
itsideol ogy. Peoplearmed with staunch RSS
ideology were appointed as heads and as
important decisionmakers. Itistruenot only
about appointing vicechancellorsand direc-
torsof universitiesor researchbodies, but also
about the heads of variouscommissionsand
councils, statutory bodieslikepoliceforces
andwingsof government likethe CBI, ED, etc.
Everywhere, theirideol ogical ondaughtisvis-
ible, taking away not only our present, but also
theentirehistoricity.

sands displaced.

CPI demandsimmediateendto air strikesand other repressive
measuresby thel DF onthe Pal estinian peoplein Jeninrefugee camp.

CPI Decries Israeli Air Strikes
on Palestinian Refugee Camp

The National Secretariat of the Communist Party of Indiais-
sued the following statement on July 5, 2023:

Communist Party of Indiacondemnsthemilitary and air strikes
by I srael onthe Pal estinian refugee camp of Jenin, part of occupied
West Bank for thel ast few daysinthenameof fightingterrorism. Already
12 Palestinianshavebeenkilled, morethan 200 injured and thou-

of Palestinian|and.

CPI callsupontheinternational community totakenecessary mea-
surestostop I srael to continueitsaggressionsandillegal occupation

CPI hasexpresseditsconcernaslndiahasbeensilent over thels-
ragli actionswhichgoesagainst our long standing support tothePalestinian
cause. US, UK and EU haveal so condemnedit.

CPI callsuponIndian peopletointensify itssolidarity withthePal -
estinian peoplesothat they can achieveanindependent Palestinian state
onthe 1967 borders, with East Jerusalem asitscapital .
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eUnion Cabinet
last week ap
provedtheintro-

duction of the National
Research Foundation
(NRF) Bill 2023to promote
Research and
Devel opmentinthecountry.
Theprogramwhichisbud-
getedwith Rs50,000 crore
forfiveyears(2023-28)is
aimed atfostering research
anddevelopmentinvarious
nationalinstitutes, 11 Ts, Uni-
versities, andlocal colleges
withanemphasisoninnova
tion. As part of the
controversial National Edu-
cational Policy (NEP2020)
thetaskistoreorganizethe
foundations of Indian
sciencewithabigemphasis
onmarketsand corporates
instead ofserving the
Immediateneeds of the
people. Thebill isproposed
to be introduced in
theforthcoming monsoon
sessionof Parliament.

NRFisasingle-window
researchfunding body. Sev-
eral earliergovernment
funding agencies such as
CSIR,DST, DBT, and oth-
ers stand dissolved now.
NRFisestablishedto cen-
tralizeapproval of funding
and filter them to suit the
objectivesof saffronideas
of theNEP. Thebill repeals
the Scienceand Engineer-
ingResearchBoard (SERB)
established by Parliamentin
2008 and subsumesitinto
theNRF.

NRFisbeingestablished
at acritical timewhenthe
Indian science sector is
plaguedwithafundingcri-
sis and dilution ofsocial
objectivesentrustedtoit at
thedawnof Indianindepen-
dence. Rarely does one
comeacrosswithinnational
research institutesabasic
researchprojectaimedat the
improvement of fuel effi-
ciency ofenginesineither
aircraft or automobiles,
nuclear fusion, alternative
fuels, climatechange, silicon
chips, and sequencing of
pathogenicgenomes. Many
of thell Tsand national in-
stituteswhichintherecent

pastwereknown to
conductsomeworld-class
research and have success-
fully developedturbine
engines, heavy boilers, ani-
mal, and human vaccines
(against TB, leprosy, and
others) arenow encouraged
by governmentfundingagen-
cies to address either
insignificant research
projectsaimedat “ unearth-
ing” miracles of Vimana
related ancient aircraft or
Panchgavya, cow urineor
dunginsect repellent cap-
sules.

Sadly, importantresearch
projectsaddressing water-
borne, endemicdiseaseslike
Tuberculosis, and mal nutri-
tion, fundamental research
in electronics, microchip
development, alternative
sourcesof energy, environ-
ment, safedrinking water,
and othersaregrossly ne-
glectedthroughtheausterity
infunding. Theaspirations
foratruly functiona research
ecosystem arebeing sacri-
ficed for myths and
pseudo-science. Today the
worldisledbyscientificin-
novation and knowledge.
Four of thefivemajor com-
paniesintheworld (Apple,
Google, Facebook,
Microsoft) areknowledge-
based.UnlessIndiarushes
toconduct researchinnew
knowledge areas like Al,
genomesequencing, or clean
greenhydrogenwewillmiss
thetechnology bus
andcontinuetoremainahuge
consumer spacefor western
multinational companies.

India sinvestmentinre-
search and innovation
(R&1), asapercentage of
GDP, hassteadily dropped
from 0.86 percentin 2008
to about 0.66percentin
2018; whereas it was 2.9
percentin the USA,
2.14percentin  China,
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Priorities are Markets and Corporates, not People

National Research
Foundation: Another Myth?

4.8percentinlsragl and 0.69
percentinSouthAfrica. The
number of researchersper
lakhof thepopulationisonly
15inIndia, comparedwith
111inChina, 423intheUS,
and 825inIsrael. Asadi-
rect consequence, Indialags
inthenumber of patentsand
publicationsgenerated. The
challengesincludeanincon-
sistent funding stream
(uncertainty of
regularsalariesto project-
employed young scientists
andtheirlow salariesanda
multi-layeredhierarchical
administrativeapproval sys-
tem. | personally
experienced, funding agen-
cieslikethe Department of
Biotechnology or DST
releasingthebulk of thefunds
atthevery tail end of thefi-
nancial year.

AccordingtoWorldIn-
tellectual Property
Organisation (WIPO),
Chinasubmitted 1.59million
patents, USA 591743, while
Indiamadeamere61,573.
Weprideourselvesthat to-
day weemerged asthefifth
largestpublisher of scientific
articles. However,nearly 80
percent of themarenotfrom
peer-reviewed major scien-
tific journals. At the
beginning of the recent
COVID epidemic, the
Uniongovernmentinitially
ignored all warningsof the
scientificcommunity, en-
couraged huge mass
gatherings (like
Kumbhmelas), and pro-
moted unscientific and
pseudo-science practices
likebangingutensls, lighting
diyas, use of cow urineor
clinically untestedcountry
medicines. Only after huge
resistance, and publicstate-
ments by the scientific
community
governmentfinally woke
upand took measures to

Dr Soma Marla

import COVID medication
andvaccinesandtheirindig-
enous production.
INSACOG, agenomebody
under the Department of
Science and Technology
with branches across the
country established RT-
PCR testing for genome
sequence, identifying, and
monitoringviral variantsto
control thespread of the
epidemic. Thehugecontri-
bution by scientistsof
INSACOG in speedy se-
guencingandidentification
of variantsfromtimetotime
incontrollingtheepidemic
deservesappreciation.

Withthemeagrealloca-
tionof fundsinratioto GDP
andinNRF, theexclusion of
crucia scientificthemeslike
Darwinism, the periodic
table, pollution, and climate
changefromthesyllabusin
the school curriculum it
isunlikely topromoteenthu-
siasm to research in
classroomsunder recent
NEP Itmay not cultivatethe
right environment among
youngstudentsand attract
themto science. Inthissce-
nario, NRF would not be
able to transform the re-
searchecosysteminregional
universities and colleges
andgeneratescroresof jobs
intheknowledgeeconomy
aspromised.

Foroveralindustrializa-
tion and agricultural
development, self-reliance
in scienceand technology
(S&T) assisted by scientific
temperiscrucid. Inindepen-
dentIndia, till themiddleof
the1980s(till thebeginning
of neoliberalism) itwasbe-
lieved thatscience and
technology arevery much
needed for independent

development and they can-
not be borrowed or bought
fromtheWest. Weneed to
develop these capabilities
ourselves indigenously.
Consequently, indigenoudly
devel oped scienceandtech-
nology instrategic sectors,
like space, nuclear energy,
anddefense, agriculturewas
supported bynational re-
searchlabsof CSIR, ICAR
[1Ts,andmajor universities.

Manufacturing goods
under“MAKEININDIA”
by importingknowledgeand
machinery doesnot helpto
build aself-reliantcountry.
Indiaisabigandgood mar-
ket. Naturally,western
multinational corporations
arequiteinterestedininflu-
encing our policies in
scientificresearch. Hence
western nations
deniedassisting Indiainthe
first decadesafter indepen-
dence. Only USSR hel pedus
tobuildour publicsectorand
strengthen our economy in
sectorslike steel, energy,
pharmaceuticals, space, and
atomic energy. Reliance,
Mittal, and other industries
owetheiroriginsto ONGC,
the Steel Authority of India,
andBHEL.

Prime Minister
Modiispushing the RSS
agenda through National
Research Foundationtore-
place self-reliant science
withreliant research. NRF
intendsto hand over public-
funded research, to the
private sector to servecor-
poratebusi nessinterests. Of
Rs50,000 crores(for ape-
riod of 5 years), only Rs
10,000croreswillcomefrom
government coffers, andthe
rest Rs40,000croreswill be
fromtheprivatesector. In-
terestingly. The private
sector isnot interested in

On Page 12
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AP Left Rallies against
Electricity Reforms

In response to the call
givenby 10left parties, pro-
test demonstrations took
place throughout Andhra
Pradeshinfront of electricity
officesagainsttheso-called
electricity reformsof Modi
government andaspart of it
chief minister Jaganmohan
Reddy’s introduction of
smart metersand hiking ex-
orbitantly electricity charges
inthestate.

InVizagahugeproces-
sion was taken out to the
CMD office of Andhra
Pradesh Eastern Power Dis-
tribution Company Ltd
(APEPDCL), located at
Seethammadhara, on June
30, 2023 under theauspices
of CPI, CPI(M), CPI(ML)
New Democracy, MCPI
and others.

Ram Narasimha
Rao

Addressingthe protest-
ers, CPI AP state council
secretary K Ramakrishna
alleged that Jaganmohan
Reddy, chief minister of
AndhraPradesh, issnatching
away people’'s money by
hikingelectricity chargesin
thenameof surcharges. He
alsoasked whether anybody

had asked chief ministerto |

introducesmart meters. The
chief minister should make
itclear whether legid atorsof
rulingY SRCPhadaskedhim
tointroducesmart metersas
well asthe reason behind
introductionof smart meters
whicharenot useful toany

section of people of the
state.

K Ramakrishnapointed
out that while Jaganmohan
Reddy wasin the opposi-
tion, he had criticized the
thenTDPgovernment asit

had burdened thecommon
man by hiking electricity
charges.The present
YSRCP  government
headed by Jaganmohan
Reddy hashiked el ectricity
chargesmany times. With
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suchfrequent hikesinelec-
tricity charges, many families
are being hit and they are
sufferingalot.CPI hasstood
by thesuffering people. That
isthereasonwhy all tenleft
parties got united and are
agitatinginevery corner of
thestateagainst hikeinelec-
tricity charges.

Heal so pointed out that
inRgasthanthepriceof each
smart meter is Rs 9,600.

On Page 12
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Nothingfishy

India s8,000-km coastline— ninestates, four UTs—isafishlover’s
paradise. On offer isfresh catch of variety, curriedandgrilled, dried
andfried, asmuch cultural heritageasarich, longstanding, sustain-
ablesourceof protein. Itisthusencouragingtofindinafirst-of-its-kind
small study by the Central MarineFisheries|nstitutethat 91 per ent of
70 specieseval uated (135including subpopul ations) had healthy num-
bers. Indiahasover 1,500 marine speciesand 900 freshwater ones,
whichtogether with‘ exotic’ and brackishwater varietiestotal over
2,800 speciesonrecord.

Thestudy isespecially heartening sinceriseinsea-levels, increased
intensity of cycloneseven onthewest coast, and warming of theln-
dian Ocean havedrastically altered marineecosystems. Addtothis
theeconomic painsof fishing communitieswho facethebrunt of dis-
ruptionscaused by trawler overfishing, juvenilefishing, water pollution,
fishing bansover weather events, anditisclear thestudy isamuch-
neededfillipfor the2.8 crorepeoplefor whomfishingislivelihood.

Government of Indiaisinvestedinimprovingthesector, withapro-
posed investment of Rs30,572 crore (2015-2025). But much needs
tobedoneby way of infrastructure, regulation, oversight, insurance
and policiesby both state governmentsand the Centre— not | east
settle court casesonissuessuch aspurse seinefishingthat’sdivided
thecommunity. Thefactisindia spositionasworld’sthirdlargest fish
producer andfourth largest exporter makesit evident thisisthe solu-
tiontothecountry’ snutritional needs— afact noted by fisheriesministry
too.

Not only isfishhealthier, but theclimateimpact of fish production
isalso afraction of meat production— by someestimatessix times
lower carbon per kilothan meat. But first, I ndiamust ensure sustain-

ablefishing practicesfor preserving biodiversity. Moreand morede-
tailedannual surveyscanbetterinformpolicy andtechniques. Livelihood,
exports, nutritionlevels—there’ splenty at stake, and of course, there
arethosedel ectablefish preparations.

Courtesy: The Timesof India

Focuson fixingrail’snuts-and-boltsissues

Human error and signalling | apses may havebeenresponsiblefor
theworst railway accident inthreedecadesthat killed 293 peoplein
Odishalast month, themainRailwaysinvestigation of thecrashhassaid.
Thereport prepared by the Commissioner of Railway Safety (CRS),
AM Chowdhary, flagged threemainfindings. Thefirst wastwo botched
repair works, onein 2018 and another just hoursbeforetheaccident,
whichcompromisedthesignallingsystem. Two, it saidtheaccident could
potentially have been avoided had therepeated glitchesbeenflagged.
Thebotched repair work in 2018 included cablefaultsthat werefixed
but werenot marked onacrucial circuitboard. Andthree, it noted the
problemsof wrongwiring and cablefault wereseeninapreviousin-
stanceinWest Bengal | ast year but no correctiveactionsweretaken.

Thereport will bepart of inputsto the Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI), whichiscarrying out themain criminal investigation. It
underlineswhat isalready known— that theimprovement of railway
infrastructureisan unglamorous, painstaking and gradual processthat
requiresenormouspolitical will and hugefinancial investment, both of
which havebeenfoundto bein short supply under successiveadmin-
istrations. Fixingthenuts-and-bol tsthat hol dtogether oneof theworld's
largest rail networksisdifficult but necessary and urgent. Soevenas
the CBI probesif sabotage caused theaccident, Railwaysshouldre-
doubleitsfocusonthisaspect.

A characterinAmerican sciencefictionwriter RobertAHeinlein's
1941 novella Logic of Empire famously said: “ You haveattributed
conditionstovillainy that smply resultfromstupidity.(...)” Theauthorities
wouldbewell servedto remember that.

Courtesy: The Hindustan Times
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Communist Party of In-
dia general secretary D
Raja, party national coun-
cil secretaries Dr K
Narayana, DrBhalchandra
Kango and Nagendranath
Ojha, also former
memberof Parliament,were
given a warm wel comeby
the Jharkhand state |ead-
ers of the party under the
leadership of the state
council secretary
Mahendra Pathak at
Ranchi airport on June 16,
2023. Theleaders arrived
theretotakepartinthestate
council meeting of theparty.

Fromtheairportthey were
takeninaconvoy of dozens
of vehiclestothestateparty
officesituatedatAlbert Ekka
junctionwhere party execu-
tive and state council
membersgarlandedthelead-
ersamidst shouting slogans,
‘BJPHatao, DeshBachao'.
Theleaderswere also pre-
sented shawls.

Thenfromtheparty office,
alongwithaconvoy of doz-
ensof vehicles, thegeneral
secretary was taken to the
samadhiplace of the tribal
|eader and freedom fighter
Dharti Aba
BhagwanBirsaMunda. After
garlanding the statute, D
Rajatook thepledgetoorga-
nize massstrugglesto make
the dreams of
BhagwanBirsaMundacome
true. Addressing the people
assembl ed there on the oc-
casion, D Rgasaidthatwhile
fighting thebattlefor land,
water and forest, Birsaand
otherssacrificedtheir lives.
Weareintheland of martyrs,
and Jharkhand hasgivenbirth
to many brave sons, who
fought theBritish.

Alongwithaconvoy of 50
vehicles state council and
state executive members,
raising ‘BJP
Hatao,DeshBachao’ under
theleadership of statecoun-
cil secretary Mahendra
Pathak, district council sec-
retary Vishnu Kumar, state
council member
NiyamanYadav, city secre-
tary Sanjay Goyalunder the
leadership of BN Poddar
marched to SubhashChowk
and garlanded the statues of
Subhash ChandraBoseand
MahatmaGandhi infront of
SubhashChowk. Theleaders
told the people assembled
there that during the Con-

Strive for Unity to Oust
BJP From Power: CPI

gresssessionontheland of
Ramgarh, Subhash Chandra
Bose, along with Mahatma
Gandhi, all thewell-known
revolutionary heroesof the
country had given slogans
fromRamgarhtotheBritish
toQuitIndia. Today theen-
tireRamgarhisresounding
withthedogan‘ RemoveBJP,
SavetheCountry’ .Withthe
convoy from SubhashChowk,
withdeafeningslogans,‘ Re-
move BJP, Save the
country;RemoveBJP, Save
Democracy.

In Kshatriya
Dharamshala, Ramgarh, the
comrades of Ramgarh
warmly welcomedtheir lead-
ersby wearing garlandsof 51
kg. LakhanLalMahto pre-
sided over the meeting that
followed. In ajam-packed
meeting hall, CPI general
secretary D Raja national
council secretaries
NagendraNath Ojha,
Bhalchandra Congo, K
Narayanaformer state sec-
retary Bhubaneswar Prasad
Mehta,state secretary
Mahendra Pathak district
secretary Vishnu
Kumar,national council
member Pramod Kumar
Pandey and othersaddressed
the party comrades.

D Rajasaidthat thecoun-
try is passing through a
seriousproblem.Thereisa
situationof undeclared emer-
gency inthecountry.Sitting
on thethrone, adictator is
wreaking havoconthewhole
country. Hisministersareon
atour of thewholecountry
totell thegood governance
andachievement of theM odi
government at the Centre.
But instead of good gover-
nance, nineyearsof rulewere
full of bad governance.

Innineyears, thegeneral
secretary pointed out hunger,
unemployment, hel plessness,
economiccrisis, communal
riotsand moblynchinghave
increased. Inthissocalled
good governance
ofdemonetisation, GST, lock-
out in the country, the
country’sindustriesand busi-
nesses were troubled and

destroyed.Farmers,
labourersand studentswere
ontrouble. Youngwomenare
visibleonthestreetsintheir
ownway. All thepublicin-
stitutionsof thecountry are
being handed over toAdanis
andAmbanis. Profit making
companiesarebeing sold at
throwaway prices. Today,
M odi government hasbor-
rowedthreetimesloansfrom
foreign countriesthan what
was not done in 70 years.
That’swhy the CPI hastaken
adecisionintheParty Con-
gressat Vijayawadatowork
towards removing BJP to
savethecountry, Congtitution
and democracy. A nation-
widecampaignisgoingonin
thewholecountry.Theparty
appealsto all the parties of
the country to uniteto oust
BJPfrom power.

Addressing themeeting,
DrB K Kango and Dr K
Narayanasaid that the cen-
tral governmentisattacking
thelabourers.All therightsof
thelabourershavebeentaken
away by bringing in four
codes. Thefarmerstaught a
lessontoModiby forcinghim
towithdraw thethreeblack
laws.But the M odi govern-
ment betrayed them.Hehad
promisedthefarmersthat he
would make laws for the
minimum support price, but
till datehehasnot donethat.

In Chatra, Hazaribagh,
K oderma, Ramgarh, Palamu,
Gadhwa, Jamtara, Deoghar,
Gonda, the party isfighting
for displacement. Duetothe
hugeproblemsof thedisplace-
ment, the previous
governmentinthestate has
definitely stopped thehand-
ingover of landin 2,300,000
hectaresto benefit the cor-
porate houses. The
governmentiscontinuously
workingfor theimplementa-
tionof thelandacquisitionlaw
inthestate, settingup of dis-
placement commission, etc.

In the meetings of state
executiveand council, politi-
cal and organizational report
of thestatewaspresented by
MahendraPathak. Present-
ing the political report,

Mahendra Pathak

MahendraPathak said that
thereisatusslebetweenthe
BharatiyaJanata Party and
theJharkhand M uktiMorcha
inthestate. Bothareaccusing
each other of corruption, one
island scamandtheotheris
minera wealthscam. ED and
CBI have surrounded the
state’ soppositionparties. In
theelectionBJPtriedtoin-
timidate the HemantSoren
government onthepretext of
commission envelope, but
Hemant Sorenwonthe BJP
inthepolitical fieldby bringing
the Khatian of 1932 on the
question of local planning.
Today the BharatiyaJanata
Party has gone on the
backfoot.

Inthemeeting of the State
Council, it wasunanimously
decidedto preparefor elec-
tionsinseven L okSabhaand
22 assembly constituencies.
FromAugust 15toAugust 30,

inall theblocks, demonstra-
tionswiththeslogan of BJP
BhagaoDeshBachaowill be
held.

Demonstrationswill be
heldinall district headquar-
ters on the occasion of
Farmer’s Demand Day on
September 1.

Inthemonth of October-
November, village-to-village
campaign, small andbignook
and corner meetings, jeep
jathaswill beorganizedinthe
entirestate.

A hugerally will beheld
in Ranchi in the month of
November.

CPlwill intensify thefight
for the protection of water,
forest andland.

CPI leaders under the
leadershipof D Rajaalsomet
chief minister Hemant Soren
tosolvetheproblemsof the

stateand create unity at the
national level.

Communist Party of I ndiageneral secretary D
Raja and national council secretary Pallab
Senguptamet on July 3,2023 chair man of theSouth
African Communist Party Dr BladeNzimande, who
isalsotheminister of higher education, science
and innovation. Theleadersof both partiesex-
changed their viewson thechallengestheworld
is facing at present. They also decided to
strengthenthebilateral ties.
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Removing Darwin’s Theory Dampens Scientific Spirit: AIPF

Negating Darwin Causes
Harm to Future Generations

TheTirupati district unit
of AIPF organized asemi-
nar onthesubject‘ Removal
of DarwinTheory isAnti-
Science .AlPFnational vice
president Dr.Yugal Rayalu
was the key speaker.In
chargeof PeoplesPublish-
ingHouse, Dr. Bhalchandra
Kango and AIPF general
secretary Anil Rgjimwale
wereguest speakers.

Thekeynote address of
Dr.Rayaluhadanintroduc-
tion to the great historic
contribution of threescien-
tists; |saacNewton, Charles
Darwin, and Karl Marx to
thedevel opment of scientific
understanding of theworld.
Newtonexplainedwithhis
lawsof motionhowthestars
andtheplanetsdo not need
any heavenly control for their
motion. Thismovedthehu-
man understanding of the
world away from faith to
analytical.

By Our
Correspondent

Similarly, Darwin ex-
plained that human beings
are not special beings on
Earth. He decisively ex-
plai ned that human beings
arepart of theanimal world,
being at thefag-end of the
chainof evolution. Hesaid
Darwin’sdiscovery negated
thevery ideaof onerace (of
human beings) being supe-
rior totheother. Histheses
categorically provedthat al
human beingsareinterre-
lated and belong to a
commonfamily that origi-
nated from a common
ancestor fivemillionyears
ago.

Thisrevelationcameas
ashock totheproponentsof
thetheory of AdamandEve,
whowant usto believethat

somehumanbeingsarethe
chosendarlingsof theheav-
enly father. Darwin was
excommunicated. Buttothe
dismay of theopponentsof
Darwin’stheory, scientific
understandingspreadall over
the world and Darwin’s
theory wasacceptedall over
theworld. Theinstitutions
that excommunicated Dar-
wintenderedapology saying
they had erred and donein-
justicetothegreat scientist.

ByremovingDarwinfrom
thesyllabus, our rulersare
taking society backward.
Thenew generationwill find
itself at adisadvantage as
comparedtotheworld com-
munity. The
progressive-mindedcitizens
should stand against sucha
retrograde step so that the
futureof our young genera-
tionisprotected.Rayalusaid.

Inhisaddress, Dr. B K

SAUAdminViolatesAcademic
Freedom: AIFUCTO

The campus of South
AsianUniversity (SAU)is
now in turmoil. The aca-
demic environment is
seriously vitiated posing
seriousquestionmarkson
thegovernancestructure.
Studentsaresuspendedand
expelledwithout reasonand
rhyme.OnJunel16,2023situ-
ation was made more
complicatedasorderswere
issued placingthefour fac-
ulty members under
suspension. They havebeen
met with humiliatingtreat-
mentwithorderslikenotto
leavetheuniversity premises
without permission, vacate
their offices, returntheir of -
ficecomputer andidentity
cards, andregister their at-
tendanceonall workingdays
intheofficeof their respec-
tivedeans.

All IndiaFederation of
University and College
New Age Weekly

Teachers’ Organisations
(AIFUCTO) is shocked
and surprised by
this unfortunate
incident.AIFUCTO
strongly condemnstheac-
tionof theauthority of South
AsanUniversity asundemo-
craticand detrimental tothe
academic freedom of the
university, community.
AIFUCTO demandsimme-
diatereinstatement of faculty
membersframingrulesand
regulationsto protect aca-
demicfreedomandrestore
normal cy onthecampus

Theinquiry conducted
by thefact-finding commit-
tee was motivated and a
merecamouflageof thehid-
denundemocraticagendaof
governancetostifleall ves-
tiges of democratic voice
that demand for rulesand
regulationsto protect the
academic interests of the

university community.

AIFUCTOrequeststhe
SAU authority torespondto
thedemocraticvoicesof the
entirenationrealizingthe
gravity of thesituation, fail-
ing which we will be
constrainedtogoforanin-
diaprotest.

Thisundemocraticaction
by theauthorityisandarming
indicator of thefunctioning
of private universities
andtheproposal ofinviting
foreign universities to
Indiaby thecentral govern-
ment.

Further, AIFUCTOalso
solicitstheurgentinterven-
tion of the SAARC
Secretary andtheMinistry
of Externa Affairsof Indiato
intervenein the situation
anddirect theauthorities of
SouthAsianUniversity for
the immediate
reinstatementof faculties.

Kangosaidtheconstitution
of Indiabestowsuponthe
government abigresponsi-
bility todevelop scientific
temperament amongst the
citizens. Hesaid by taking
thisretrogradestepthe BJP
government hasinsultedthe
constitution. People who
think intheright way must
raisetheir voicesagainstthis,
otherwise, future genera-
tionswill notforgiveus. He
congratul ated the Tirupati
unitfor organizingthesemi-
nar attherighttime.

Al PF general secretary
Anil Rajimwale said that
Marx and Darwinwerecon-
temporary andexchangeda
lot of opinionsthat arevis-
ibleintheir works. Infact,
Marx wantedtodedicatethe
first volumeof hishistoric
work, ‘ TheCapita’ toDar-
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win. ThankingMarx for the
gesture, Darwin declined
sayingthat hefeelstoosmall
to be dedicated to such a
great book.

Hefurther said that to-
gether Darwin and Marx
changed theway theworld
looked at history. Hence-
forthstudy of history wasto
bestudiedonmateria proof,
thanksto Darwinand Marx,
heconcluded.

The welcome address
was delivered by AlPF
AndhraPradeshstatepresi-
dent Prof. VenkataRamana.
The seminar proceedings
were moderated by AIPF
Tirupati secretary DrM.D.
Prasad. Tirupati unit presi-
dent Guruvaiyah presided
over the session. Vote of
thanks was conveyed by
Mahilaconvener Renuka
Devi. Katti Narasimha
Reddy former MLC, A
RamaNaidu, P Murali, K
Shiva Reddy,
GajulaNageswaraRao, and
othersmadeeffortstomake
theseminar agrand success.

AIYF Karnataka Demands
Unemployment Stipend

BENGAL URU: Demonstrationsdemandingunemploy-
ment stipends were organized by the All-IndiaYouth
Federation (AlYF) invariouspartsof Karnataka. A1Y F
Karnatakastate council had givenacall to organizedem-
onstrationsdemanding thepromi sed unemployment stipend
for all theunemployedyouthinthestate.

TheCongressparty gavefiveguaranteestothe people
of Karnatakaintherecently concluded assembly elections.
Oneof theguaranteesisproviding an unemployment sti-
pend. It was promised thatRs.3000 and 1500 per month
will begiventotheunemployed graduatesand diploma
holdersrespectively. Youthinlargenumbersvotedfor the
Congressparty intheelections. Now, itissaid that an
unemployment stipend will begiventothegraduatesand
diplomaholderswho have completed their respective
coursesin 2022.

Thestate council demanded to consider unemployed
youthfrom 2018 beeligiblefor thesameAlY F also de-
manded the creation of more employment opportunities
and achangeof the stateyouth policy drafted yearsago
under thethen BJP government

Thedemonstrationheldat Hassanwasledby AlY Fstate
secretary H.M Santosh. AlY F statepresident HarishBala
ledthedemonstrationat Bengal uru. Other leadersincluding
Amit Kumar, Shantraj Jain, Vanishree, and Girish also
participatedin demonstrations.

Demonstrationswereheldinvariousplacesincluding
Davanagere, Bellary, Mangalore, Harpanahalli,
M olaka muru, and Huvinahadugali. Hugenumbersof par-
ticipantswerevisi blethroughout thedemonstrationsacross
thestate.
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Inequalities Continue to Plague

Indian Educational System

Theintroductionof Na-
tional Education Policy
(NEP) will not be able to
reducetheinequality gapin
thelndianeducationsystem.
RSS-BJPgovernment at the
Unionlevel hasinfact has
communalisingthelndian
education system, it has
nothing to dowith thein-
equalitieswhichhasplagued
theeducation system.

Whenitcomestoour very
owncountry, unfortunately,
thedisparity ineducationhas
no boundseveninthisday
and age. India’ seducation
landscapeishighly uneven.
Differencesbased on caste,
class, and gender are ex-
amples of how these
inequitiesshow upandend
upinour very own society.
Childreninlndia, especidly
rural India, have substan-
tialy lower chancesof having
accessto schoolingin En-
glish. Geographical
differencescan makethese
disparitiesworse. Italsohas
todowiththeincapacity to
instil apassionfor learning
intheyounger generation.
Lastly, the purpose of edu-
cationfor most childrenis
carryingforwardone sfamily
legacy, gettingasecurejob
and supportingtheir family
until onereachesretirement.
Thereobviously canbeso
much morevalueaddedto
thispurpose.

Not onebut variousfac-
torshaveledtoeducational
inequality inIndia. Factors
suchaslack of infrastructure,
class, linguisticexclusion,
geography, gender inequal -
ity, castediscriminationand
soonarecollectively respon-
sible for educational
inequality. Additionally,in
contrast to attempting to
makethekidslikelearning
and let them take it from
there, themajority of teach-
ersbelievethey smply need
toteachchildreninorderto
achieve good test scores.

Duetoincomeinequalityin
our nation, many young
people haveno choicebut
towork inorder to support
their families and cannot
devoteall of their timeto
studying. Givenbelowisa
detailedanalysisof thevari-
ous factors leading to
inequality ineducationin
India

According to datacon-
ducted by Oxfamin 2020,
the richest 10 per cent of
Indianscontrolled approxi-
mately 74 per cent of the
nation’swedth. Thedi sparity
between the rich and the
poor has always played a

hugeroleininequalitiesin
educationinindia. Indiais
adeveloping nation, with
most of its opportunities
cushionedintheurbancit-
ies. On the other hand,
childrenfromrura areasand
socially disadvantaged
groupssuchasSC, ST, and
OBC do not receive fair
chancesor anequal number
of opportunitiesintheedu-
cational systemto succeed
at thetop of their abilities.
Numerous governmental
programmeshavebeen de-
velopedthroughout theyears
toreducethegap between
varioussoci oeconomic cat-
egories.

India seducationsystem,
despitenotableprogressin
recent years, continuesto
facesignificantinequalities.

Thesedisparitiesarerooted
invariousfactorssuch as
Socio-economic status, gen-
der, caste, and geographic
location. Theconsegquences
of theseinequalitiesarefar-
reaching and hinder the
country’s efforts towards
achievinginclusiveandeg-
uitableeducationforall.
Oneof thekey dispari-
tiesis seen in access to
education. Whileurban ar-
eas boast well-equipped
school sand educational in-
stitutions, rural andremote
regionssuffer fromasevere
lack of educational infra-
structureandresources. This

disparity not only affectsthe
quality of educationbut also
limitseducational opportu-
nities for children in
marginalized communities.

Another dimensionof in-
equdity liesinthegender gap
prevalentintheeducation
system. Despitesignificant
progress, girlsstill facebar-
rierstoeducation, especialy
inrural areas. Factorslike
societal norms, early mar-
riage, and saf ety concerns
contributetothelower en-
rolment and higher dropout
ratesamonggirls. Thisper-
petuatesacycleof gender
inequality andlimitsthepo-
tential of millionsof young
girls.

Furthermore, economic
disparitiesplay acrucia role
ineducational inequalities.

Hightuitionfees, costly text-
books, and other expenses
posesignificant challenges
for familieswithlimitedfi-
nancial resources. This
further widensthegap be-
tweentheprivilegedandthe
underprivileged, preventing
equal accessto educational
opportunities. Addressing
theseinequalitiesrequires
multi-pronged strategies.
Thegovernmentmust priori-
tizeand all ocate sufficient
resourcestouplift disadvan-
taged regions, improve
infrastructure, and ensure
accesstoquality education
for all. Special attention

should begiventoempow-
eringgirlsthroughinitiatives
that promotegender equality
ineducation.

Collaborativeeffortsin-
volving government, civil
society organizations, and
communitiesarecrucial in
bridgingtheeducational di-
vide. Emphasizing teacher
training, promotinginclusive
curricula, and leveraging
technol ogy canal socontrib-
utetoreducinginequalities
in the education system.
Achievingamoreequitable
educationsysteminindiais
not an easy task, butitisan
essential one. By address-
ing the root causes of
inequalitiesandimplement-
ingcomprehensivereforms,
Indiacan movetowardsa
futurewhereevery childhas

A
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equal accesstoquality edu-
cation, regardlessof their
background or circum-
stances.

Thegovernment policies
have had and will always
haveahugeroletoplay in
overcomingeducational in-
equdityinindia. Government
policiescould changethe
courseof infrastructure, fa-
cilities,andjobopportunities
aswell aseducatetheciti-
zens of India about the
importanceof quality edu-
cation. A few suggested
solutionsto bring about a
positive change and im-
provementinthecondition
of familieswithlowerlevels
of incomeincludemaking
publictransportationeasily
accessible, improving sani-
tationfacilities, providing
cleanwater and surround-
ings, and giving special
considerationtoeducational
institutions.

It’ ssafeto concludethat
economic, social, technical,
geographical,andownership
factorsall contributetothe
disparity ineducation. The
signsandtheroot reasonsfor
India suneven educational
systemarewell knownand
comprehended. Someof the
actionsthat must betakento
addresseducational equity
includeconcretemodifica-
tions to legal provisions,
initiativesto educate and
train teachers, improve-
ments to government
implementation, monitoring,
and enforcement capacities
andincreased funding for
education.

New Age Weekly



8

Livelihood Crisis Deepens
Without Hope for Recovery

All expectations of re-
covery in labour market
conditions are shattered.
Unemploymentratehasrisen
t0 8.4 per centastheCMIE
dashboard showsonJuly 1,
2023, calculatedonthebasis
of 30daysmovingaverage,
andwithit deepensthelive-
lihood crisis. There are
littlejobsin the market, a
largeshareof working popu-
lation has even stopped
searchingforemployment.

In 2013-14, the unem-
ployment ratein Indiawas
only 4.9 per cent, accord-
ingtotheLabourBureau, a
wingof theUnionMinistry
of Labour and Employment,
whichroseto6.1 per centin
2017-18 as per the NSSO
data, and now it hasreached
8.4 per cent as per the
latestCMIE dataonJuly 1,
2023.

TheFourthAnnual Em-
ployment and
Unemployment Survey
2013-14 of theUnionMin-
istry ofthe Labour and
Employment had estimated
L abour ForceParticipation
Rate (LPR) to be52.5 per
centforthefiscal 2012-13
with Worker Population
Ratioat 49.9 per cent. LPR
inlndiahasbeendecliningat
fasterratefrom2016-17,the
year when PM Modi
announceddemonetization
on November 8, 2016. In
that year LPR suffered a
sharp declineto 46.2 per-
cent, duetoclosureof large
number of MSM Esand mil-
lionsof theunitsbecoming
sick,since they depended
heavily oncashflow. Further
blow tothemwasrendered
next year bytheimplemen-
tationof theGST onJuly 1,
2017 without preparation.

Now, CMIE has come
withfreshdatathat suggests
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that LPR declined to 40.1
per cent in2021-22, and
further declinedto 39.5 per
centin 2022-23, reaching
one of the lowest in
theworld. Theglobal LPRis
estimated to an average 60
per cent. LPRinIndonesia
is 67 percent whilein the
countrieslike SouthKorea
andBrazil arearound 63-64
per cent, CMIEanalysishas

mentioned.

A sharpdeclineinindian
workforcewasseenduring
the pandemic when the
workforcedeclined from
442 millionin 2019-20to
424millionin2020-21. This
recoveredto439millionin
2022-23 but wasstill lower
thanthepre-pandemiclevel.
Oneof thelargest decline
hasbeen of femaleworkers
whosesharehasfallenfrom
15per centin2016-17t08.8
per centin 2022-23. The
data cited by the CMIE
analysis suggested that
around 90 per cent of women
intheir working ageareout
of India’slabour force.

Onthefaceofit,theUnion
Minister of L abourand Em-
ployment BhupendraYadav

Dr Gyan Pathak

hasrecently claimedthatin
thelast nineyearsunder PM
NarendraM odi since2014,
Indiahasgenerated massive
number of jobs. Inreality,
they havebeen ableto cre-
ate only 1.25 crorejobs
duringlast9years, asclamed

by himself, whichwasmuch
below the requirement of
2crorejobsevery year, since
that much number of people
enter every year inthejob
marketinthecountry.

Itisclear that PM Modi
has backtracked fromhis
own promisesmadeduring
the el ection campaignsbe-
foreL okSabhapoll 2014, of
giving”jobswithdignity todl
hands”. However, informal
low-quality jobs remain
above 90 percent, while
majority of theworkingage
popul ation are out of work.
Around 60.5 per cent ofthe
workforceareout of work
at present. Themalework-
ing population out of work
areabout31 per cent while
femaleworking population

out of work areabout 90 per
cent. Workersininformal
jobshavenosocial security
coverage.

Long back in 2015, in
Indian Labour Conference,
thehighesttripartitebody in
thecountry onlabour policies
hadrecommendedformulat-
ing National Employment
Policy (NEP), whichthe
Modi government had
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if theprofit of 20top com-
panies of India is of
anyindicationthat arebag-
ging 70per cent of theentire
profit of thecounty, accord-
ingtoarecentreport.

India seconomyisbeing
projected with atag claim-
ing it as fastest growing
economy, whilethereisalso
another, asthefifthlargest
economy. All theselabels
havenothingtodowithcom-
mon people and their
sufferings. Thecountry is
pursuing jobless growth
under BJPregimeisevident,
with nofeelingfor the suf-
fering majority. Indiahad
134 million people under
International Poverty line
in2019, survivingwithearn-
ingunder 2.15dollar aday,
accordingtothelatest SDG
Atlasof theWorldBank, and
thenumber hasconsiderably
increased sincethen dueto

' theCOVID-19pandemic,

which added another 70
millionintoextremepoverty
level,globally. Indiaishome
tolargest number of poorin

| theworld. Indiaseemsto

agreed to, but has back-
tracked on it. Centre has
neither workedfor NEP nor
has any plan to do so, ac-
cording to information
furnished by the Union
Ministryof Labour and Em-
ploymentintheParliament
of India.

ThelLOandtheUN has
beenurgingthegovernments
all over the world to
makedevel opment policies
human centred. Adopting
such policieswasnecessary
to reducehuman predica-
mentsaswell asavoiding
publicunrest asperthelLO
and UN warning.However,
PM Modi seemstobeignor-
ingtheadviceinfavour of
profit-oriented
developmentpoliciesthatis
nothingbut crony capitalism

mMiSs no poverty target by
2030. TheAtlasalso shows
that 973 millionpeopleinthe
country wereunableto af -
fordahealthy dietin2021,
which was over 68.5 per
cent of the present popula-
tion. Situationhasworsened
sincethenduetofurtherin-
creaseinjoblessness, price
rise, andinflation.

Itisinthisbackdrop, the
unemploymentrateisrising
sharply inthecountry and
there is the
consequentdrying up of
sourcesof livelihood. All this
presentsafrighteningpicture
that should attract
theattention of all who are
sensitiveenough about hu-
man sufferings. Modi
government mustchangeits
economicpoliciesto save
peopleby making them hu-
man centred rather
thanpursuingjoblessgrowth
strategy for accumul ation of
wealthintofew hands.
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The G20 Presidency to
Indiahasgiven ampleop-
portunitiesto highlightthe
health problemsfacingthe
developingworldingenerd
andIndiainparticular. This
isalsotimetosetthedirec-
tionfor globa equityinhedth
care. The Third Health
Working Group (HWG)
meeting of theG20washeld
in Hyderabad in the first
week of June 2023.
DrRangaReddy, president
of Infection Control Acad-
emy and Honorary
Professor, University of
Hyderabad, who was
deeply involvedinorganiz-
ing thismeeting pointed out
that the Third HealthWork-
ing Group meeting hadits
focusonhealthemergencies,
prevention, preparedness
and response. Also under
seriousdebateisstrength-
ening cooperation in
pharmaceutical sector with
focusonaccessand avail-
ability to safe, effective,
quality and affordablemedi-
cal counter measures.

MsSAparna, secretary,
department of pharmaceu-
ticals, government of India
addressingtheHWG high-
lightedtheroleof initiatives
likethe Global R& D Net-
work that wecancollectively
buildafuturewherenoone
isleft behind and accessto
life-saving medical counter
measuresbecomesauniver-
sal reality. Shealsotalked
about collaboration among
nations, institutions, and
stakeholdersthroughaglo-
bal R&D network that
fostersinnovationandaccel-
eratesresearch.

Thisisimportant because
theworldwitnessed serious
inequities and pressures
duringthepandemic. Asper
the WHO, we witnessed
6,943,390 deathsglobally till
June 14, 2023. Unofficial
figurescouldbeevenhigher!
Theproblemof unavailability
of drugs, equipment and
vaccines has been very
acute. Smaller countries
whichlackedresourcesand
knowhow to makevaccines

G20 Health Agenda;
India’s Concerns

or drugssuffered themost.
Vaccine producing compa-
niesmadehugeprofitsduring
thisperiod.

There are reports of
blackmail of thesmall coun-
tries by these companies.
Many of the contracts be-
tween the companies and
governmentsof thesecoun-
tries had confidentiality
clausesaccordingtowhich
thecompany wasexempted
“fromany civil liability for
serioussideeffectsarising
fromtheuseof thevaccine,
indefinitely”. Theaffected
countrieshadto accept sev-
eral clauseswhichwould
favour only the vaccine
manufacturer, totheextent
that the properties of the
countries including their
embassy buildingsand cul-
tural centres were
mortgaged tothesecompa-
niesasaguarantee.

Developing countries
whichhavesofar beenfaced
with burden of communi-
cable diseases, are now
fedingtheburdenof thenon-
communicablediseasesas
well. Indiais hub to both
communicable and non-
communi cabl ediseases.

At arank of 107 out of
120 countriesintheHunger
Indexitiseasy tounderstand
the health situation of our
people. Indiaisthelargest
contributor of undernour-
ished peoplein theworld
(Worldometer), witharound
194.4 million people, or
14.37 per cent of itspopu-
lation not receiving enough
nutrition. Indiahasoneof the
worst ratesof child malnu-
tritionintheworld, withone
third of mal nourished chil-
drenglobally beingIndian.
As per the government of
India’s National Family
Health Survey 5(NFHS5),
' 36 per cent of childrenun-

der age five years are
stunted; 19 percent are
wasted; 32 per cent are
underweight; andthreeper-
centareoverweight’.

Anemia, asoreferredto
aslow Hemoglobin; acon-
ditionthat canmakeyoufed
tiredand weak asyou lack
enough healthy red blood
cellstocarry adequate oxy-
gentoyour body’ stissues,
affectsastaggering 67 per
cent of children below the
ageof fiveyears, higher than
the59 per centintheNFHS
4survey.

Asper thelnternational
Vaccine Access Center at
JohnHopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Health
Pneumonia & Diarrhea
ProgressReport 2022, un-
der-5 pneumonia and
diarrheaburden number of
deathsinlIndiais146,558.

Uncleandrinkingwateris
themaincauseforthis. Anew
WHO report published in
themediaon June 10, 2023
saysthatin 2018, womenin
India spent an average of
45.5minutesdaily collect-
ingwater tomeet household
needs. Overall, households
without on-premiseswater
spent a staggering 666
lakh hourseachday collect-
ingwater, withthemajority
558lakhhoursoccurringin
rural areas. Thereport has
estimated that India’son-
going‘HarGharJal’ (waterin
every home) canavertnearly
400,000 diarrheal deaths
and prevent lossof produc-
tive days caused due to
unclean drinking water.
“This achievement alone
would result in estimated
cost savings of up to 101
billiondollars”.

Tuberculosis, asacom-
municable disease, is an
on-going global epidemic

DrArun Mitra

that accountsfor high bur-
denof global mortality and
morbidity. Globally, withan
estimated 10 million new
casesandaround 1.4 million
deaths, TB hasemerged as
oneof thetop 10 causes of
morbidity and mortality in
2019. Indiaaccountsfor 28
per cent of all TB casesin
theworld, accordingtothe
Global TB Report 2022.
Therewere21.31akh cases
detectedin2021. Despitean
increase in the budget to
tackleTuberculosis(TB)the
interim estimated number of
deathsduetotheinfectious
diseaseinIndiaroseby 10
per cent, from 500,000 in
2020 to 505,000 in 2021,
notedtheGlobal TB Report
2022 released by theWorld
Health  Organisation
(WHO). This comes to
1,383 deathsdueto TB per
day.

TheNonCommunicable
Diseases(NCDs) tooareon
the rise in our country to
alarminglevel andtheir rate
of increaseisvery high.

The Indian Council of
Medical Research, India,
Diabetes(ICMR-INDIAB)
study, found prevalence of
diabetes among 11.4 per
cent population, which
comesto 101 million. This
is1.68timeshigher thanthe
previously estimated 60
milliondiabeticsinlndiaand
apreviously known7.84 per
centnational prevalencerate
of diabetes.

Thenew study published
inTheLancet putsthepreva
lenceof hypertensionat 35.5
per cent; general obesity at
39.5 per cent and
dyslipidemia(lipidimbal-
ancewhich cancauseheart

diseases) at 81.2 per cent.
Oneinevery threelndians
hashypertensionandtwoin
fiveareobese.

Based on the above
pointsitisimportanttoen-
visagethestepsrequiredto
bring downthediseasebur-
den particularly amongthe
lower strata. Itisimportant
that each citizen of thecoun-
try getsnutritiousfoodwhich
will hdpindeve opingimmu-
nity tofight back thedisease.
Mostimportantistoensure
nutritiousdiet to pregnant
women. ‘ Progresstowards
universal maternity benefits,
sluggishasitwasinthefirst
place, hasgoneintoreverse
gear inthelast few years'
point out JeaneDrez and
RitikaKherain an article
published onJune 14,2023
inThelndiaForum. They
further point out that the
National Food Security Act
passed 10 yearsback gave
all pregnantwomen aright
tomaternity benefits.

Initially thebenefitswere
Rs6,000 per child. Had the
benefitsbeenraisedintan-
dem with nominal GDP,
Indianwomentoday would
bereceiving cash benefitsof
about Rs20,000intheevent
of pregnancy, asthey doin
Tamil Nadu. Thiswouldhelp
to ensurethat they arenot
deprived of adequatenutri-
tion, rest and healthcareat
thisdifficulttime.According
tothem ' theroot of thisfi-
ascoisthat pregnantwomen
countfor very littlein pub-
lic policy and electoral
politics'. Situation of food
security issopatheticthat 80
crorepeopleweregivenfive
kg of grainand onekilo of
daal tofill their stomach.

[tisimportanttodesign
diseasepreventionand con-

On Page 12
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Manipur in Flames...

From Back Page

ing governmentjobs. This
mobility of the Kukis has
generated generalanger and
dissatisfactionamongst the
majority Meitei community.

* Instead of taking steps
to safeguardthelivesand
livelihood of the peopl e of
Manipur, thegovernment
continuesitsprovocativeac-
tionswhichfurther deepens
theanger and riftbetween
two major communities.
Whilegoingintothecontext,
itwasfoundthat therewere
several had incidentsthat
hurtthecommunitiesdeeply.

B Onewasdemoalition
of three churches by the
governmentinNew Chekon
onthepretext of beingbuilt
onencroached land.

B Theother onewas
eviction of Kuki villagers
from Kangpopki and
Tengoupalareas and the
demolitionof their housesin
thename of Forest Preser-
vation and Wildlife
protection.

B The order of the
Manipur HighCourt regard-
ing ST statustotheMeiteis;
and

B Attempt of thestate
governmentto put anendto
Suspension of Operation.

B e« The All Tribal
Student’sUnion M anipur

took out a Peace Rally on
May3againsttheseincidents
inChurachandpur district at
aroundmidday, at 12pmand
theviolencestarted around
3pm.

B [thasbeenalleged
by the Kukisthat Meiteis
wereangry with the peace
march, therefore,they tried
burning the sacred Anglo-
Kuki War centenary
Memorial. Meiteis had
come in large numbersto
Churachandpur. They had
also marked the houses of
Meiteis and Kukis in ad-
vance.

B Bothcommunities
allegeeach other of attempt-
ing to raze down the
sacredAnglo-Kuki War
centenary Memorial.

B Militants, fanatics
and mi screantstook advan-
tageof thetroubled situation.

B OnMay 3and4, ma-
jority of the houses were
burned. Itwasshared blaze
on. Thesecurityforcesin-
cludingthestatepolicewere
lax andlethargicincontrol-
lingtheviolence. Thechief
ministerwasbusy hostingthe
vice president and upload-
ing picturesontwitter till7
pm, while the state kept
burning.

B Thegenerd fedlings

that prevail inboththecom-
munitiesisunhappinessand

anger against thechief min-
ister over hismishandling of
thesituation.

Relief Camps

The Relief Camps are
mostly being runwiththe
effortsof well-meaningciti-
zens and civilsociety
organizationswithverylim-
ited support from the
government. Thecondition
of therelief campsisreflec-
tiveof thestategovernment’s
apathy towards the
wellbeing ofthedisplaced
andvictimizedcitizenry. This
clearly amounts to disre-
spect to the dignity of
thevictimsof violence. Most
of the peopleinthecamps
aredaily wageworkersand
ordinary people.

Children and young
peopleareworried about the
uncertainfutureasthey are
unabletocontinuetheir stud-
ies or pursue any
employment opportunities.

Thepopulace of there-
lief camp who suffered
violencearenotawareof any
registering of FIRs or any
compensationbeingoffered
by the stategovernment. It
also came to light thatno
Compensation Claims
Commissionwasset up by
thestategovernment.

Theageof theresidents

of campsbeginsfromone
montholdtothosewhoare

80 and above. Many
pregnantwomen are also
thereinthecamps. Persons
withvarioushealth condi-
tionsarestrugglingwithout
proper medical attention.

Food provided by the
governmentisinsufficient,
especially for infants, eld-
erly, pregnant,andlactating
women. Thereisalsoamas-
siveshortageof cleanwater,
sanitation, andsanitary pads.

Conclusion

The State government
and its machinery remain
defunct despitethe ongo-
ing crisis. The criminal
apathyof theUniongovern-
ment exacerbates the
prevailing grimsituation.
Their currentinactionand
thepreceding selectiveac-
tionsarewhat i ssustaining
theunabatedviolence. The
worstvictimsarethewomen
andchildrenof Manipur. The
grotesque present of
Manipur is one that has
beencurated by thestateand
itsprivateagenda. Theciti-
zensof Manipur desirepeace
andnormal cy toberestored.
They remain wary of the
dubiousroleplayed by the
governments and the
varioussecurity forces.
Safety and security have
becometheresponsibility of
the people. They also
remainkeenlyvigilantagainst
violentfringegroups. While
thereismassivetrust defi-
citbetweenthecommunities,
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there al so stands an over-
whelmingdesiretoreclaim
and restore dignified life
fordl.

Thecircumstancesmust
benormalizedwithout delay
andfor that thefollowing
stepsareimperative:

1.Disarmingall groups
andindividuals

2.All effortstorestore
peaceand harmony must be
strongly initiated.

3. Initiate confidence-
buildingmeasuresinvolving
all stakeholders,
particularlywomenorganiza-
tions.

4.lmmediateResignation
of chief minister BirenSingh.

5. High-powered/ Su-
preme Court monitored
inquiry andjusticeprocess.

6. Registration of FIRs.

7. Constitute Compensa-
tion Claims Commission
immediately andgive

compensationtothevic-
tims.

8. Urgentimprovement of
theconditionsintherelief
camps.

9. Time-boundrelief and
meaningful rehabilitation
withlivelihoodopportunities.

10.Urgent stepstoensure
regul arization of education
for students.

11. Set-up buffer zone

withsamesecurity forceon
both sides.

Protect Secularism...

From Front Page

andtheConstitutioninthe
larger national interest.

D Rajacongratul ated the
entire Bihar party and its
leadershipfor undertakinga
state-wide padyatracam-
paignwiththeslogan‘BJP
Hatao, DeshBachao, Naya
Bharat Banao’ beforethe
saidoppositiongatheringand
inthelast 8, 9and 10 days
at all district headquarters.
On June 20, ‘Jan
Satyagraha, Jail Bharo’
campaignwaslaunchedin
front of all thedistrict head-
guarters of the state to
prepareafavorableground
for change, inwhich about
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1.5to2lakhpeoplepartici-
pated and thousands of
people courted arrest at
variousplaces.
Continuingthecampaign
toremovetheBJP, Savethe
country, thestateexecutive
of the CPI madeacompre-
hensive plan, under which
conferencesof thebranches
and block unitsof the party
will beorganizedinthecom-
ing months of
August-September.A large
number of preparatory meet-
ingswill beheldinall the
districts. AndonNovember
02, ahugepublicrally will
beorganizedby thepartyin
thestatecapital, Patna. The
CPI general secretary

thanked the party’s state
executiveandall thedistrict
secretaries present and
wishedfor abetter futurefor
theparty inBihar.

Coming back to the op-
position meet, the CPI
general secretary said that
the Left democratic and
secular partieshaveunited
toremovethefascistforces
fromthecountry’spower.
L eft-democratic and secu-
lar partieswill run ajoint
political campaignacrossthe
country and thepoliciesof
theBJPgovernmentwill be
exposed. TheBJPgovern-
ment wantsto impose the
agendaof RSSonthecoun-
try. Inthe2024 L okSabha

elections, theConstitution,
democracy and country
haveto besaved by remov-
ingtheBJPfrompower atthe
Centre.

The CPI general secre-
tary saidthat thedistribution
of seatsin the LokSabha
electionswill bedonekeep-
ing in mind the political
situationof thestates. RID,
JDU, CPI, CPI(M), Male
and Congresswill fight to-
getherinBiharand DMK,
CPI, CPI(M) and Congress
will fight together in Tamil
Nadu. Similar strategy will
bemadein other states. He
said that West Bengal and
Kerala will have a
differentstrategy.

CPI statecouncil secre-
tary Ramnaresh Pandey said
that under the‘ BJP Hatao,

Desh Bachao’ programme,
Jan Satyagraha and Jail
Bharo campaignwerecon-
ducted at district
headquartersof thestateon
June8, 9and 20. Inthecam-
paign, morethanoneanda
half lakh people, party col-
|leaguesand sympathizers
participated. BJP
Hatao,DeshBachao cam-
paignwill beintensified, he
said. TheBJP HataoDesh
Bachao rally in Patna on
November 2will provetobe
historic.

State secretariat mem-
bers Rambabu K umar and
PramodPrabhakar and

MLA SuryakantPaswan
werea sopresentinthepress
conference.
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The provision for the
UniformCivil Code(UCC)
falls under the
DirectivePrinciples of
StatePoliciesand hasbeen
enshrined inArticle 44 of
theCongtitutionofindia. The
contestationssurrounding
theuniformcivil codearenot
new. It isto be mentioned
herethat the other branch of
law, namely thecriminal law
codeand procedural part of
civil law (Civil Procedure
Code, 1908) in India,
areuniformly appliedtoall
citizensof Indiairrespective
of  their religious
identityanddenominations.
However, thisuniformity of
law does not operate in
someaspectsof civil law-a
system of law concerned
with private relations
betweencommunity mem-
bersdealing chiefly-inthe
areas of property,
marriage,inheritance, cus-
tody of thechild,anddivorce.
These areas are, in legal
parlance, knownaspersonal
law which are guided by
thesecustomsand practices.
Thesecustomsand practices
arealsorecognized aslaw
when someone reads Ar-
ticles 13 and 372 of the
Constitutionof India.

The personal law of
communitiesformsaninte-
gral part of the religious
rightsof communitiesand
minorities which
arefundamental rightsthem-
selves. It is also to be
mentioned herethat for the
sake ofinterpretation, the
apex court hascreated the
binary of purdly religiousand
non-religious(secular func-
tion) of areligioninvoking
the* essential practicetest.’

Duringthedraftingof the
Constitution, theuniform
civil code was
fiercelydebated, either in
support or againstit. How-
ever, when consensuswas
not builtup, the provision
wascontainedintheDirec-
tivePrinciplesof the State
Policy sothat theupcoming
generationswould decide
thetimeand conditionsei-
ther tomake law for the

implementationof auniform
civil code or not. This
provisionwascontainedin
the Constitutionfor secular
purposes and with good
intentionsthat matters of
property, inheritance, mar-
riage, adoption, anddivorce
should begoverned by secu-
larlaw.

Theseareaswill becon-
sidered as secular areas
wherethestatecaninterfere.
Itcannot bedeniedthat there
is an urgent need to
reformpersonal lawsrel at-
ing to these areas in all
religious communities

anddenominations, but
“how and when questions’
become significant in
ademocratic, secular, and
justice-based society.

But thispurelegalistic
perspectiveto look at the
legal provisions
withoutlooking at thebroad
interplay of electoral politics
andpolitical mobilizationwill
beintriguingandmideading.
Thepoliticsof polarization
was started by theHindu
Mahasabhaand, later, Jan
Sanghsurrounded thecom-
munal lines.After
independence, Jan Sangh
wastheleading frontrunner
inopposingtheHindu Code
Bill and supportingthesame
reformfortheother religious
groups.Thepoliticsof po-
larizationand mobilization
becamethecentral plank of
anewversionof Jan Sangh,
BhartiyaJantaParty (BJP),
after the famous Shah
Bano(1985) case and
events subsequent to that
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UCC: Another Step
Towards Polarising Society

case.

After the 1980s, the
uniformcivil codebecame
oneof themainagendaof the
BJP, along with other
agendasof Hindutva, but
now becomealast resortfor
twomainreasons. Theagen-
dasofArticle370and Ram
Temple are incapable of
polarizing and mobilizing
votesalongcommunal lines,
andthefailuresof theruling
government can be
hushedup by polarizingand
mobilizingthevoicesalong
communal lines.

Coming to thewhy

andwhenquestionsarevery
significant because the
issueof auniformcivil code
hasbeenreferredtotheLaw
Commissionof India andthe
PrimeMinister of Indiais
advocatingtheuniformcivil
codefor theso-called pro-
tection of rightswhenthe
oppositionisconsciously
trying to uniteagainst the
communal forces,andraising
theissuesof deteriorating
economicconditions, unem-
ployment, dilution of labor
laws, discrimination of
deprivedsections, thesevere
underminingof congtitutiona
provisions, political
vendettaby misusing central
agencies, unabated commu-
nal violence in Manipur
andseriousencroachment of
powersof statesthroughthe
office of governor.
Thesecircumstancesgivethe
answerstothesewhenand
why.
Thespokespersonsofthe
ruling dispensationsargue
thattheuniformcivil codeis

Amit Kumar

prevaentinmanycountries,
whichisnot disputed, but
thisisanoversimplification
and faultycomparison.
Thesecountriesprominently
are Pakistan, Bangladesh,
Malaysia, Turkey, Indone-
sia, Sudan, Egypt, theUSA,
and Ireland. This
fallaciouscomparisonissuch
that, ontheonehand, they
oppose these countries
onmultipleissues. However,
for convenience, they refer
tothesecountries uniform
civil codes, whicharema-
terially and historically
differentfromIndia.

Policy formulationonsig-
nificantissuesliketheuniform
civil codeaffectsthecoreof
theconstitutional foundation
of democracy, equality, jus-
tice, secularism,diversity,
unity, andintegrity. Thecon-
sensus building and
participationof stakeholders
inthisprocessaredesirable
beforedecidingwhether our
countryandthecommunities
are ready to adopt such
changes. Theway theModi-
ledgovernment pursuesthis
issue, likeanelectionagenda
and one-sidedtruth-holding
protagonists, underminethe
democratic  process.
Democracyis not merely
gettingelectedwithlimited
votes. However, itismore
thanthat intermsof substan-
tivedemocracy, wherethe
voices of all sections of
peopleareheard, and deci-
sion-makingreflectstheir
participation. The way
democraticingtitutionsfunc-
tioninIndiaby mendingthem
in ideological projects
willseverelyimpact people’s
constitutiona rights.

If thecentral government
isinterestedinthewelfareof
people and reducing
thelegalism in amatter of

personal law issues like
property disputes,
marriage,divorce, inherit-
ance, and adoption, the
better way could have to
invitealstakeholders(tribal
communities, minorities
communities,
religiousorganizations, and
al political partiesfor dis-
cussion on this issue
beforereferringtothelLaw
Commission of Indiaand
making a political
statementbeforethepublic
for mobilizationand polar-
ization. Every awarecitizen
of Indiaknowsthat numer-
ous issues in India need
seriousattentionfromthe
governmentbut thegovern-
ment isfocusing onissues
that could be addressed
later.

Theurgentissuesarethe
looming economic crisis,
unemployment,
increasingviolenceagainst
lower classes of society,
communal clashes, targets
ofrationalistsand activists,
and misuseof publicinstitu-
tions. However,
thegovernmentispickingup
issues that could create a
communal divide across
thecountry. It seriously will
Impingeuponthevery foun-
dation of
democracy,diversity, unity,
andintegrity of thenation by
making theminoritiesand
tribal communitiessecond-
class citizens where
constitutionally andlegally,
thereareequal citizens.

Thus, therulinggovern-
ment wantsto beseated in
power at any cost by
invokingsuchissueswhich
havethepotential tounder-
mine democracy and
constitutionalism.Theneed
isto build asocial-demo-
craticaliancetoopposethis
moveinademocratic way
to save democracy and
other constitutional values.
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AP Left Rallies...

From Page 4

Why thentheAPgovernment
is spending Rs 36,976 on
each meter, he asked. It
seemsthat the purchaseis
being done through some
benami companiesandhuge
amount of lakhsof croresof
rupeesarebeing shiftedto
Tadepalli Palacetofill up
Jagan’s personal
treasury. On one side the

TRS government in
Telanganaisstatingthatitwill
not implement electricity
reformsinTelangana. He
concludedby sayingthat the
|eft partieswill not stopthe
agitationbutwillintengfy the
agitationwithmany militant
formsof people sstruggles.

Theprocessionwasled
by JV Satyanarayana
Murthy,CPI state council
assistant secretary, B Ganga

Rao, district secretariat
member, CPI(M), MLaxmi,
district secretary, CPI(ML)
New Democracy,M
PaidiRajuCPI district sec-
retary,AVimaa,M Krishna
Rao, G RamBabu, G
AppalaRaju,M Subba
Rao,P Chandrashekar,
K u m a r i
CN,Kshetrapal .L eadersof
|eft partiesand cadrespar-
ticipatedinlargenumbers.

Demandingwithdrawa of
central amendment Bill of
Electricity Act 2020, putan
endto privatisation of elec-
tricity sector, noto hikein
electricity chargesthrough
surcharges, withdrawal of
smart meters,etc,ralliestook
place throughout the
state. Theresponsewasvery
goodinVijayawada, Guntur,
NTR district, Tirupathi,
Kurnool, Nandyal, Eluru,
Challapalli, Nuziveedu,
Koyyalagudrm,
Konduru,Machilipatnam,
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Vijayanagaram,
ShrungavarapuKota,
Bheemavaram,
Tadepalligudem,
Chintalapudi.
Processionswereled by
JangalaAjoy
Kumar,Ramachandraiah,
DegaPrabhakar Rao, CPI
state secretariat members,
BandiVenkateshwar Rao
secretary, CPI statecontrol
commission, Donepudi
Shankar Kameshwar
Rao,Ramanaidu, state ex-
ecutivemembersandothers.

G20 Heath Agenda...

From Pagr 09

trol programmesbased on
theneedsof lower strataof
thesociety. Thestateshould
directly owntheresponsibil-
ity for heath of thecitizens.
The PPP (Public Private
Partnership) model amounts
topassingonthebenefitsto
theprivatesector fromthe
publicexchequer.

Itisimportant todevelop
policiesforinclusivegrowth
which ensure jobs with
proper remuneration and
meansof livelihoodtoall.
Thiswill helpcitizenstopur-
chasefood and not depend

on the state for freebies.
Cleandrinking water, sani-
tation servicesand housing
must beavailabletoall.

Thereisneedtorevive
the manufacture of drugs,
vaccinesand medical equip-
ment inthepublic sector to
producethemat lower cost.
Itwould bepertinenttore-
member thestatement by our
first Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehruwhilein-
auguratingthelndianDrugs
and PharmaceuticalsLtd.
(IDPL) in 1961. He had
sad: " Thedrugindustry must
beinthepublicsector.....|

July 5, 2023:

CPI-CPI(M) MPs’
Delegation to Visit

Manipur

The National Secretariat of the Communist
Party of Indiaissued thefollowing statement on

TheCPI and CPI(M) havedecided tosend a
delegation of five MPsto M anipur from July 6
to 8 to express solidarity with the people of
Manipur,tostudy thesituation ontheground, and
talk totheauthoritiesfor restoring peace and
nor malcy. Thedelegation will meet peoplefrom
all ethniccommunities, both in Churachandpur
and thelmphal valley. Thedelegation will meet
thegovernor onJuly 7at 5pm and will meet the
mediaon July 8to sharetheexperience.

Thedelegation will compriseof BinoyViswam,
P Sandosh Kumar (CPI RajyaSabhamembers),
K Subbarayan (CPI LokSabha member) and
Bikashranjan Bhattacharya and John Brittas
(CPI-M) RajyaSabhamembers.
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think anindustry of thena-
ture of the drug industry
should not beintheprivate
sector anyhow. Thereisfar
toomuchexploitationof the
publicinthisindustry”.

Toendtheexpl oitation of
the developing countries
under the garb of various
clausesof theWorld Trade
Organisation (WTO) itis
important to make neces-
sary changes in the
WTO. The intellectual
property rights and the
patent lawsunder theWTO
at present benefit the big
companies. Thishasto be

changed. The founder of
ORS, DrDilipMahalanabis
never patented hisproduct
sayingthat thisisfor public
good and not for making
profits. Will thecompanies
andthegovernmentsfollow
suit?

Finance allocation to
healthhastobesubstantially
increased. It hasbeen hov-
eringaround 1.2 per cent of
the GDP. It shouldbein-
creasedtominimum of five
per cent of the GDP. Like-
wiseallocationtoR&D in
healthhasto beincreased.

Health and education of
the people on scientific
groundsisimportant sothat

they donotfall prey tothe
unscientific, non-evidence
based treatment modalities
liketheuse of GauM utraor
Cow Dung.

EventhoughtheG20is
dominated by thedevel oped
countriesandthecorporate
sector, aforceful voiceby
Indiatogether with others
canhelpchangethesituation.
The outcome of the G20
meet onhealthhastobeseen
in that background. India
can play abig roleif our
approachisnot limitedto
mereelectoral gimmickry.

National Research...

From Page 03

R& D orindeve opingsignificantindigenous
capability and theshareof theprivate sec-
torinscientificresearch conductedinthe
country isvery minimal. Theprivate sec-
tor prefers to import ready-made
technology from Western multinational
companiesto manufacture cars, mobile
phones, and other goods. But it readilyuses
theoutcomesof publicsector-sponsoredre-
search in petroleum technology,
drugproduction, energy, agriculture, andtele-
communications.

RSS's Philosophy

Fromthevery beginning, RSSopenly
opposed self-relianceand planningfor the
nation’sdevel opment. Import of machin-
ery, and spare parts with transferred
technologyfromWestern multinationalsin
the production of automobiles, mobile

phones, and all other goodscannot bede-
finedassdlf-reliance. Sdlf-reliancemeansthe
useof indigenously devel oped technol ogy,
machinery, andgoodsproductionshouldbe
local, generating millions of jobs for
ouryouth. Savarkar’ sPunyabhoomi andthe
aim of Sangh’'s philosophy is
tosuppressquestioning, reason, and science
by subjugating peopletothe myth of an-
cientscientific, cultural,andscientificglory
by denying thedevel opment ofindigenous
scienceandtechnology. TheSanghasoaims
tosell out thevast Indian marketstolndian
and Western multinational corporations.

National Research Foundation
cannotimprovetheresearch ecosystem but
attemptsto push self-reliant scientificre-
search to rely on domestic and foreign
corporationswithanobjectivetoarrestthe
country’s independent devel opment
andwelfareof people.
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TheCCof theKKEhails
thethousandsof peoplewho
strengthened the KK Ewith
their vote and the people
withwhomtheparty fought
thebattlefor theitsel ectoral
growthintheJune2023 el ec-
tion in that country. The
KKE or the Communist
Party of Greeceformedthe
processof anew correlation
of forcesin Parliament and
anew government hascome
intoforceinMay.

The KKE, both in the
May and June election,
achievedadiscerniblerise
in votes and percentage
comparedtothe2019elec-
tion. Inparticular,itrecorded
ariseof 100,000 votesand
2.5per cent. Itistellingthat
the number of the KKE’s
voteswaslessaffected by
theincreased voter absten-
tion recorded in June
comparedtotheother par-
ties. The KKE elected 21
MPs, 6 morethanin 2019,
while the decrease in the
number of MPscompared
totheMay electionisdueto
therigged law of New De-
mocracy that steals our
seats.

TheCommunist Party of
Greece (KKE) hasvowed
tofightthe" extremerightand
fascist forces that gained
seatsin Parliament” after
right-wing partieswon 35
seats.

General Secretary
DimitrisK outsoubasafter
theelectionresultsgavehis
party 7.67% of thevoteand
20 seatsin Parliament that
The deputies chosen by
KKEwill beat theforefront
of strugglesthe day after,
wherethey promised they
would be, at labour and
popular issues, standing by
workers, popular forces, and
youth.

The second round of
Greek el ectionsestablished
aclearvictory for New De-

Surge in Seats For
Communist Party of Greece

mocracy, with40.56% of the
votesand 158 seatsinthe
300-seat Parliament.

Of theright-wing:

B Spartans, 4.68%
and 13 seats,

B Greek Solution,
4.45% and 12 seats, and

B Niki,3.70%and 10
seats.

B Collectively, the
three partiestopped 12% of
the popular vote.

B How did the other
partiesshapeup?

B New Democracy,
40.55% and 158 seats

B SYRIZA, 17.84%
and 47 seats

B PASOK-KINAL,

B Communist Party,
7.67% and 20 seats

B PlefsiEleftherias,
3.17% and 8 seats

Theworking-classand
popul ar neighbourhoodsof
theWest, South and North
constituenciesof Athens, of
Piraeus, of theEast and\West
constituenciesof Attica, of
Thessaloniki, of Patras, of
theentirecountry for their
support for the communist
party.

Thepeoplefromthedis-
tricts, towns and villages
where they waged great,
harsh class and political
strugglesand casttheir vote

fortheKKE enmasse, giv-
ing the Party sometimes
1% place, asinlkaria, some-
times 2" place, as in
Aspropyrgosand Lesvos,
wheretheparty regainedthe
parliamentary seat that were
lostinMay, and sometimes
3Y place, asinAttica, the
largestregioninthecountry.

Theelectoral reinforce-
ment of the KKE is an
indicator of theriseof the
Party’sprestigeamongthe
working classandtheentire
people.

TheKKEwasatthefore-
front of all the critical
moments during 2019—
2023, when New
Democracy wasingovern-
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ment, consistently inoppo-
sitionfromthepoint of view
of thepeopl € sinterestsboth
whenstruggleswerewaged
andinParliament, highlight-
ingtheclasspolitical choices
of thegovernment and the
consensusof theother par-
ties. Thiswasthecasewith
thepandemic, theimperialist
warinUkraine, but alsothe
traincrashinTempe, where
theKKEhighlightedthere-
sponsibility of thepolicy of
privatizationandliberaliza-
tion of transport promoted
by all governmentsserving
theprofitability of business
groups.

This stance allowed

broader workers' —people’'s
forcesto now trust in the
KKE, acknowledging its
consistency andstabilityin
exposing the deception at-
tempt of Syriza, despitetheir
differentviewsandthoughts.

TheKKEwaspalitically
vindicated for its stance
during 2012—-2015 against
thenew riseof social demo-
craticillusionsbrought about
by theel ectoral strengthening
of SYRIZA, aswell asfor
thefactthat, regardlessof al
theelectoral lossesit faced,
it stood firm and did not
consent to government al -
ternation.

During thisperiod, the
KKE was able to better
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explainitsstancetowards
bourgeoisgovernmentsto
broader popular forces; to
presentitsown perception
of workers' power andgov-
ernance, itscharacter, the
conditionsfor itsreaization,
and therolethat the KKE
will playinit.

Therise of the KKE’s
prestige also concernsits
ideol ogical—political inter-
vention around strategic
issuesof history, economy
andthecontemporary ideo-
logical—palitical struggle, as
well asthedefenceof social-
ism as the contemporary,
realisticand necessary eco-
nomic, political and social

y

Diary of

| nternational
Events

C. Adhikesavan

system; theonly way out for
theworking class and the
peopleof thecountry.

It also concerns the
Party’sability tomakecor-
rect predictionsabout the
courseof developments, to
enlighten and warn the
people and the workers
about them.

The Party’s prestigeis
alsoenhanced by itsbroader
ideological interventionina
seriesof issuesconcerning
advancesin science, tech-
nology, education and
health; itsinterventioninthe
discussionof contemporary
social issues; itsrichactiv-
ity inthefield of culture,
which hasenabledtheral-
lying of broader forcesand
isal soexpressed by themass
participationinthe KNE—
Odigitisfestivals.

All the above demon-
stratethat avotefortheKKE
isnot circumstantial or oc-
casional. Itislinkedwithits
militant ties in the work-
places, theneighbourhoods,
thevillages, the places of
health, education and cul -
ture. Thosetiesarestrong
and they must be strength-
ened even further. The
processof forming militant
linksdid not stopevendur-
ingtheelectionperiod. The
candidates, thecadresof the
KKE and KNE and the
Party Organizationsfound
themselvesat theforefront
of dl thecruciad battlesof the
previousperiod, eveninthe
period betweentheMay and
Juneelections.

Thereareimportant po-
litical strugglesahead of the
Communist Party of Greece;
theParty hassingled out the
battleof theimminentmunici-
pal and regional elections
also. A further rallying of
workers —people’ sforces
can be expressed in this
battle through the ballot
papersof “ People’sRally-
ing” nationwide.
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CPI Greets Communist Party...

From Page 15

TheUSimperialismwantsto
establishanAsianNATOto
dominateand createinstabil-
ity in Asia-Pacific region
through AUKUS, QUAD
andmany other military trea-
tieswithdifferent countries
of thisarea. Thusitispro-
vokingother bigpowerstodo
thesameinthisregion par-
ticularly inthelittoral and
hinterland States of theln-
dian Oceanthusincreasing
armsracein Indian Ocean
region. Thenew alignment of
Gulf and Arab rulers with
racist | srael isalsothreaten-
ing the already volatile
situationintheMiddle-East
andendangeringthelifeof the
Pal estinepeopl e, stability of
that area as well as
jeopardisingthelifeof com-
mon peopleworld over.

July 09-15, 2023

Insuchemergingsituation
the unity and cooperation
among thecommunist, left
and other democratic parties
isparamount. Weshouldin-
creaseour activitiesaiming
at fighting againstimperial -
ist mechanizations, agai nst
foreign military bases,
againstterrorismof all shades
and for deepening demo-
cratic values and for
democratic and human
rights. We should demand
that * Indian Oceanshouldbe
zone of Peace’.

Dear comrades, | do be-
lieve that the 80t
anniversary celebrationwill
further strengthentheresolve
of theentireparty member-
ship to carry forward their
ongoingstrugglesfor revo-
lutionary social
transformationof Sri Lanka.

Long Livethefraternal
relationsbetween Commu-
nist Party of India and
Communist Party of Sri
Lankal
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CPI Greets Communist Party of Sri Lanka

A two-member Commu-
nist Party of India (CPI)
delegationled by party na-
tional council secretary Dr
K Narayanaparticipatedin
the celebrationsof the80™
anniversary of thefoundation
of theCommunist Party of Sri
Lanka (CPSL). The other
member of thedelegationis
CPI national executive
member T M Murthi.

Thefollowingisthetext
of the CPI greetingstothe
celebrations:

Onbehalf of thenational
council of the Communist
Party of Indiapleaseallow
meto extend our warmfra-
ternal greetings to the
leadershipand all partici-
pants attending the 80™
anniversary of thefoundation
of theCommunist Party of Sri
Lanka.

Wearewell awareof the
revolutionary history of the
Communist Party of Sri
Lanka(CPSL) fromitsin-
ception. It playedahistorical
roleinmobilizing peoplefor
full independenceandfor all
democratic and human
rights. Inthisregard general
strike of 1945, 1946 and
1947 organised by CPSL
will berecordedinthehis-
tory of working class
movementin Sri Lanka. We
also remember therol e of
CPSL intheintroduction of
Tamil languageasanofficia
languageandtofind apo-
litical solution of national
issues, theissuesof human
and other social rightsof the
Tamil peopleand other mi-
noritiesin Sri Lanka.

Dear comrades, your
anniversary celebrationis

CPI national council secretary Dr K Narayana with leaders of

¥

Sri Lankan Communist Party

taking place, whentheag-
gressive role of finance
capital and the policy of
thresats, sanctionsandintimi-

dation by the US, EU and
NATOarecontinuingandat
present encircling Russia
using Russia-Ukrainecon-

flictsaspretext thusendan-
geringthepeaceand stability
inEuropeandworldat large.

On Page 12

Ram NarsimhaRao

Communist Party of In-
dia national council
secretary and national presi-
dent of All India
Tanzeem-e-Insaf SyedAziz
Pashaurgedthepeopletoget
ready to fight against the
BJP sconspiracy topolarise
I ndian society oncommunal
linesby usingcommoncivil
code as its weapon. The
former member of
RayaSabhawasaddressing
the third Telangana state
conference of INSAF on
June26, 2023 after inaugu-
ratingthesame. Telangana
state council secretary of
CPl and former MLA
Kunamnen.
Sambasivarao,also ad-
dressed the conference.

Azeez Pashain his ad-
dress stated that the BJP
and Sangh Parivararemali-
ciously propagating against
Mudimssayingpolygamyis
moreprevalentinMuslim
community. Thatisnotthe
case.Peopleof thecountry
shouldgothroughthestatis-
tics of census and Law
Commission report. Ac-
cordingtothenoteissued
by L aw Commission based

oncensusof Indiangovern-
ment, polygamy prevailingin
different communitiesisas
follows:

B Amongtribalspo-
lygamy is15.25 percent.

B AmongBuddhistsit
is7.9 percent.

B Among Jainsitis
6.72 percent.

B  AmongHindusitis
5.8 percent.

B AmongMudimsitis
only 5.7 percent.

The propaganda of
SanghParivar makingMus-
l[imminoritiesastarget —
‘Hum Panch  and
hamarapachaas — iswith
maliciousintentionandthere
isnotruthinthat. Thispro-
pagandais nothing but to
divertthepeoplefromtruth
andfacts, saidAzeez Pasha.

Kunamneni Sambasiva
Rao, TelanganaCPI state
council secretary and
former MLA,whileaddress-
ingmadeitclearthatif BJP
comestopower intheforth-
comingelectionsin2024, it
will either scrapthepresent
Constitution or bring pro-
Hindu amendmentsto the
Congtitution. Thoseamend-
mentswill servetheinterests

Stop Polarising Our
Composite Culture: Insaf

i

Insaf president Azeez Pasha presiding over the meeting

of Hindutva. CPI in
Telanganaisconcernedand
will extenditsmaximumsup-
porttothewelfareof Mudim
community. Headded that
democratically minded op-
position partieswill teach
appropriate lessonto BJP
anditsalliesintheforthcom-
ing electionsin 2024.

Thestateconferencere-
solvedtointensify agitation
for 12 percent reservation

for Muslim minoritiesand
safeguarding of wakf lands
from the clutches of land
grabbers and real estate
sharks.

Syed Jalaluddin was
el ected ashonourary presi-
dent, Muneer Patel as
president and M ohdFayaz
asgeneral secretary of the
stateunit.

In another resolution

Insaf pointed out that sev-
eral Muslimlandsarebeing
grabbed by many land grab-
bers. It has demanded
judicial powers to Wakf
boardsaspromised by chief
minister K Chandrashekara
Rao.

Many Mudimpoetsaong
withlargenumber menand
women attended the
Mushairaheldinthebegin-
ning.

New Age Weekly



New Age
Page 16
July 09-15, 2023

Delhi Postal Regd. No.DL (C)-01/1274/2021-23
Licenced to Post without Pre-payment No.U(C)-47/2021-23
(R.N.1.N0.539/57) Posted in LPC, DRMS, Friday & Saturday

Date of Publication: 07. 07. 2023

A three-member fact
finding team, comprising
NFIW (National Federation
of Indian Women)General
Secretary AnnieRaja, Na-
tional Secretary,
NishaSiddhu, andindepen-
dent Delhi based lawyer
DeekshaDwivedi,visited
Manipur from June 28 to
July 1, 2023. The
grossbreakdown of consti-
tutional bodies, apparent
suspensionof therighttolife,
andtheabsol utestateapathy
towardsthecrisisinManipur
prompted NFIW totakethe
initiative for
democraticinterventioninthe
situation.

Priortothevisit, NFIW
had series of meetingsin
Delhi with women from
Kuki and Meiteic
ommunities,whohadtoflee
M anipur owingtoviolence.
These meetings with the
uprootedwomen gave a
sense of urgency to the
NFIW and accel erated our
resolve to initiate
democraticinterventioninthe
ongoingsituationinorderto
beginto bring back peace

NFIW Team Visit Findings

NFIW general secretary Annie Raja briefing thepressin Delhi

Annie Raja

and stability in the
state,especially for women
andchildren. Itwasthrough
theseextensiveconsultations
and outreach, thatour 3-
member team could visit
Manipur. The team met
peoplefromdifferent com-
munities.

OnJune28,theteamvis-
ited threerelief campsin
Imphal Eastandonegovern-
ment hospital that was
(Regional Ingtituteof M edi-
cal Sciences).

OnJune?29, theteamvis-
ited two relief campsin
Moirang of Bishnupur dis-
trict and the district
collector’soffice. Laterin
theevening, theteam also
visited IMA Market and
spokewithMeiraPaibis.

OnJune30, theteamvis-
ited Churachandpur district
and met many victimsof the
violenceinRelief campsin-
cludingtwoyounggirlswho
werebrutally assaulted by a
mob of Meithei youth.

The team also met the

district collector of
Churachandpur districtand
assistant collector
of Bishnupur digtrictandgave
themsuggestionsaboutim-
provingtheconditionof relief
camps.

«

Thefirst and foremost
thingthat engulfed our team
aswebeganour journey was
the sheerdevastation of all
senseof peaceandlifeitsalf.
Lifeaswasknownandheld
dear by the people
of Manipur, navigating
throughthesocio-economic
issuesof everyday life, re-
mainsunavailabletothem
currently.

What isoccurring cur-
rently in Manipur is not
communal violencenorisit
merely afight betweentwo
communities. Itinvolvesthe
guestionsof land, resources,
and the presence of fanat-
icsandmilitants. Thefascist
government shrewdly car-
ried out strategies to
materializeitshidden pro-
corporateagenda, whichhas

A view of the refugee camp

Onthelastday of thevist,
that wason July 1,theteam
visited Manipur Baptist
Convention Centre
Churchand CatholicBishop
HouseinImphal West Dis-
trict.

General Observations

ledtothecurrentcrisis.

TheNFIWteaminitsvist
arrivedtoaconclusionthat
it was a state-sponsored
violence.

B Theviolencethat
brokeout onMay 3did not
occur by itself, without any

MANIPUR IN FLAMES,
GovT STILL UNCONCERNED

buildup.Therewasaclear
backdrop of mistrust and
anxiety that was being
stoked amidst both
thecommunitiesby therul-
ing dispensationat thestate
and Center inorder to pre-
cipitateafull-blowncivil
war-like situation. Many
incidentstook placeinthe
monthsof MarchandApril,
2023whichclearlyindicated
the possibility of violent
clashes. Butthegovernment
opted to ignore them and
allowedthebrutal violence
to spread.

B Thesocio-political his-
tory of Manipur is such
whereinthesociety washi-
erarchically organizedwith
theMeiteisbeingthedomi-
nant community and the
Kukisbeinglookeddown

uponas‘uncivilized'. The
congtitutionally guaranteed
affirmativeaction policies
had resulted in the Kukis
achieving somedegree of
social mobility intermsof
gainingeducationand enter-

On Page 10
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