New Age

Central Organ of the Communist Party of India

On Other Pages

Weekly

Vol. 71 No. 30 (Total Pages 16) New Delhi  July 23-29, 2023 Price: Rs.7 I

B ResolutionsAdopted by
CPI National Council.......... 03

B BiswanathMukherjee: Builder
of Communist Movement
inBengal .................... 08-09

The following is the
communiqué issued by
Communist Party of India
General SecretaryD Raja
atthepressconferenceon
July 16 at the conclusion
of thethree-day National
Council Meeting held at
New Delhi onJuly 14, 15,
and 16, 2023:

The meeting was pre-
sided over by Sambasiva
Rao, Member, National
Executiveand secretary of
TelanganaState Council of
theParty.BJPled GovtHelp
CorporatesGrow Stronger

Party General Secretary
D. Raja placed the draft
reportonpolitical,and eco-
nomic developments,
proposal sfor future cam-
paigns, and on
organizational tasks.Ina
strongly worded document,
thegeneral secretary of the
Party exposed the anti-
peopl e, anti-constitutional
activitiesof theBJPgovern-
ment. TheBJPgovernment
andModi’sruleinits9"year
have caused seriousdam-
age to the secular,
democraticfabricof India
Caste-based atrocitiesand
discrimination against mi-
noritieshaveincreased. He
al so exposed theanti-fed-
eral nature of the
government and severely
criticizedtheanti-people
economic policy of the
present government.

The draft report was
adopted after discussions
by the membersof thena-
tional council. After
deliberations, thefollowing
decisionsweretaken:

CPI National Council Meet Call

PREPARE FOR GENERAL ELECTIONS,
OBSERVE JULY 25 As MANIPUR DAy

CPI general secretary D Raja briefing the media. Also seen are CPI national council
secretariesBinoy Viswam, Atul Kumar Anjaan, Dr K Narayanaand Dr B K Kango

Observe July 25 as
Manipur Solidarity Day

Party has decided to
observeJuly 25"asMani pur
solidarity day all over India.
ThesituationinManipuris
graveandtheparty hasex-
pressed its concern over
violence, arson, andkilling
of people. The Party con-
demnedtheroleof BJPstate
and union governmentsin
aggravatingthesituation. The
silenceof thePrimeMinis-
ter on this issue is
inexplicable. It showscal-
lousnessandinsensitivity
fromthesideof thegovern-
ment. The Party has
condemnedthefiling of the
FIR against Annie Raja,
general secretary of NFIW
andnationa executivemem-
ber of CPI, NishaSiddhu,
national secretary, NFIW
and leader of CPI in
Rajasthan and Deeksha
Dwivedi, independent law-
yer, who were part of the
NFIW ledfact-findingteam
to Manipur. The Party de-

mands immediate with-
drawal of FIR.

Elections

Intheyear 2023 assem-
bly electionswill beheldin
Telangana, Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh,andMizoram.
TheParliamentary el ections
will beheldin2024. Party
has decided to contest all
these elections and con-
cerned stateunitshavebeen
askedto preparethemselves
by identifying congtituencies
and candidates. They have
alsobeendirectedtoprepare
theel ection machinery and
dofund collection. Our ob-
jectiveisto defeat the BJP
and increase our party’s
presenceintheassemblies
and Parliament.

Attack on

Federalism

Theactionof dismissing
aminister by thegovernor of
Tamil Nadu, the Union
government’s directing
Food Corporation of India

(FCl) nottosell grainstothe
states in the open market
scalescheme (OPSS) with
a view to scuttling
Karnataka state
government’s scheme of
digtributionof riceandissuing
anordinancetonullify the
decision of the Supreme
Court upholdingtheright of
electedgovernment of Delhi
to control thebureaucracy
aresomeof theexamplesof
anti-congtitutional, anti-fed-
eralismactionsof theUnion
government. Thisisanattack
onthefederal principlesof
governanceand an attempt
tocentralizeall power, un-
dermining the state
governments.

Economic Situation

TheParty hasexpressed
seriousconcernaboutrising
unemploymentandinflation.
It al so demands the with-
drawal of therecentcircular
issued by RBI toallow wil-
ful defaultersof thebanksto
havecompromisesolutions
ontheirloans. Thisisnoth-

ing but legalizingthel oot of
public money.

Theincomeof thefarm-
ers was to be doubled by
2022 but this has not
happened.Instead, theex-
penditure of farmers on
inputshasincreased.

Theeconomy continues
tobesluggish. Modi’spoli-
cieshaveexposedtheir class
character. Inrecentyearsthe
number of billionaireshas
goneupinconjunctionwith
therisein number of poor.

Thegovernment hasan
aggressive privatization
policy. Modi spokeinone
meeting: ‘HamareDeshme
public sector kamarneke
liye hi Janma hota hai’.
Thetradeunionsareresisting
againstthesemeasures. The
agitation by bank unionsre-
sultedinthede-escal ation of
privatizationtoanextent. In
thecontext of theupcoming
election, thegovernment may
temporarily roll back the

policy butitsagendaof help-
On Page 12
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Significance of Storming the Bastille

India’ sprimeminister wasin Paristo cel-
ebratetheend of monarchy in France.

I[twasJuly 14, 1789. Thirty four yearsaf-
ter thediscovery of steam power. Feudalism
wasintattersand the age of capitalismwas
usheringin. Bourgeoisiewasinthegrip of deep
discontent for not having asharein power,
hegemony wasstill inthehandsof theroyal-
ties. Workersweredissati sfied asthepriceof
bread washinety percent of their wages. They
couldnot affordany other essentia slikeclothes
and shelter or heal th and education. Peasants
weresick of the shacklesthey werechained
intofollow every whim of thefeudal lords.

Steam power waschangingeverything, from
infrastructureto hegemony. It wasan age of
trangition, fromfieldstofactories. Changehad
itsprice. InParis, it wasthe storming of the
Bastillethat signaled the new beginning, a
Revolution, after whicharepublicwasestab-
lished based on the ideals of “liberty,
equality,andfraternity” . But dayswereunusual .
Theentiresuperstructure, theagrarian system
and blind feudal rulehad started crumbling.
Kingand queenwereno morethedivinities.
PeoplehadnofaithinLouisXVIandMarie
Antoinette. Therewasoneglaring fact that
brought extremesufferingwithnoendinsight,
andthat wasall pervasivehunger. Peoplewere
hungry, and henceangry. Another basicfact,
whichwasevenonitsownwasenoughtobring
the storm was bankruptcy, hovering over
France. [twasthenthatinMay, 1789, politi-
cal uncertainty and economic hardship had
both aggravated. Thesituation wasgetting
volatile. Slowly wereemergingthesignsof a
new society, with new thinking. Therewas
growing need of representativegovernment,
basedonindividual rights, andequality.France
was not aloneto shapetheideas of democ-
racy, entiredevel opedworldwasawaitingthe
new dawn. Itwastheruleof capitalidentified
by not only France, but al so wasinspired by
theAmerican Revolution.

Thentherumor started floatinginthemorn-
ing of July 14, that thetroopshad been ordered
by thekingto surround Paris. Theresponsewas
not fear andbetrayal, itwasstrongandloud. The
moment was historical andwasfollowed by a
shift that changed theworld. Against theroyal
tyrannical rule, Bastille, aliving symbol of feu-
dalism, wasattacked by hugefearlessmasses.
Thegovernor of thefort tried to negotiate, but
failedandbecamea most thefirstvictim. Hishead
was cut and taken on a spike, peopleroamed
aroundthestreets. They werenotintoxicatedwith
power that they had now over thosewho always
crushedthem, butitwastheholy anger that kept
simmeringa ongwiththem. TheRevolutionhad
begun. French Republicwasdeclaredin Sep-
tember, 1792. On January 21, 1793, Louis
XVIwastried by therevolutionaries. Monarchy
cametoanend. ItwasconsideredtheYear 1 of
the French Republic, and wasdeclared so. He
wascalled by peopleasL ouistheL ast.

Theking, LouisXV1, wasplaced under the
guillotine. Withhisdeath, thefeuda systemstarted
comingtoanend. Nokingever livedinthePal-
aceof Versailles.

Theresultsof revolution wereamazing, but
not unexpected. Changeiseternal andisled by
evolution, of tools. Inthiscase, it was steam
power. Slowly industrial agewasusheredin, with
new machines, and ademocratic set uptorule
over. Therevolutionat thislevel brought anew
componentwithit, the® Declaration of theRights
of Manandof theCitizen” . Firsttimeinthehis-
tory, humanrightswererecognized. That brought
thestruggleforreal liberationtoanew level. It
wasstrugglefor social justice.

Protestsarestill carried on, withnew slogans,
interpretations. Thesystem haskept theissues
alive. Theissuesthat signal ed basi c shifts. One

exampleisPension protests. Thentherewere
therecent riotsover thekilling of ateenager
by police.

Itisthesameoccasion, thesamestormover
theBadtille, thathad oncesignaledanew dawn.
Indiahasjoinedintheir celebrations. Stand-
ing at thethreshol d of anew age, ruled by not
monarchy but financecapital, promotingthe
rightistforces.

Thereisanniversary of BJP-RSSrule, com-
ingwhentheBJPhascoineditssoganas’ Sewa,
Sushasan, GaribK alyan’. Inboththetwo gen-
eral elections,heldin2014 and 2019, theModi
government hassimply useditspower toim-
posethethinking andideasof theRSSonthe
country.Theprinciplesandideal sof theCon-
stitutionarealientotheforcesthat areinpower,
supportiveof thefinancecapital. The Storm
over Bastillewasthebeginning of theprocess
of Capitalism, withthat cametheindustrial age,
which promoted corporatization. Thesystem
gotinvolvedindismantlingrelentlessly thecon-
stitutional principles, riding roughshod over
peopl e saspirationsand stiflingtheir voices.
Theambitionistobuildamajoritarian system
that would usher inadictatorial, majoritarian
statecrushing theworking people, religious
andlinguisticminorities, andfinally destroy-
ingthedemocratic system, violatingtherule
of law toreachitstarget.

For thecorporate sector, itisthrough con-
centrating all power into the hands of the
Centre, and putting all themedieval regres-
siveideasintopractice, offeringasecondclass
statusfor socalledlower’ castes, for women,
and generally for all thosewho slogto pro-
ducewealth, but do not possesit. Toachieve
this, it needstoleavethe Constitution bereft
of itsrulesthat arereplaced by amonolithic
regime. The" Declarationof theRightsof Man
and of the Citizen” that was brought after
Badtillewasstormed, haslostitsmeaning under
thisregime. HumanRightsaregettingsubverted
inthepast nineyears.

CPI M P ServesNoticeon Manipur Violence

Thenoticesaid, “A thor-

CPI RgjyaSabhaMPand
|eader of the parliamentary
party leader
BinoyViswamserved a no-
ticeunder Rule267 of Rules
of Procedure and Conduct
of Business in the
RajyaSabhato have a dis-
cussion on the disturbing
developmentsinthestate of
Manipur over thelast three
months. The situation in
Manipur remainshighly vola-
tile with incidents of
violence, arson, rioting, and
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killing being reported fre-
quently. Itisamatter of grave
concernfor theentirecountry
that the strategically located
state of Manipur has been
pushedinto deep crisiswhich
remains unresolved after
claiming hundreds of lives
and displacing thousands.
Both union and stategovern-
mentshavefailedto contain
violenceandstrifein Manipur
resultinginthecompletecol-
lapse of normal life in the
state. BinoyViswam had ear-

lier visited Manipur withthe
delegation of CPI-CPI(M)
MPs. They visited relief
camps, interacted with vic-
tims, and stressed on the
need for peace and restora-
tion of Law and order inthe
state.

The delegation of CPI—
CPI(M) MPs had promised
the people of Manipur to
raise their voicesin Parlia-
ment, furthering the promise
BinoyViswam served a no-
tice.

oughdiscussionisneededto
comprehendthepolitical cri-
sis, effortsmadeby theUnion
and State Government, and
what needs to be done to
restore peace and normalcy
in Manipur.” BinoyViswam
said that the PrimeMinister
of the country hasbeen busy
visiting countriesaround the
globe but hasfailed to visit
the state of Manipur or even
utter aword about Manipur.
While the Government

proudly advertisestheMotto
of G20
“Vasudhai vaK utumbakam”
or “One Earth One Family
One Future” he has conve-
niently forgotten the future
of thousandsof familiesdis-
placedinManipur. Hecalled
uponall Membersof Parlia-
ment across Party lines to
discussthealarmingsituation
in Manipurinordertocome
upwith asolutiontorestore
peace and harmony in
Manipur.
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Thefollowing arethe
texts of the resolutions
adopted by the national
council duringitsthree-
day meeting heldin New
Delhi on July 14, 15and
16, 2023:

On Chandrayan 3

TheNational council of
the Communist party of In-
diaproudly takesnoteof the
successful launching of
Chandrayan 3. The party
wholeheartedly congratu-
lates the entire team of
I SRO scientists, employees
andworkerswhotirelessly
worked for this great
achievement. Chandrayan3
marksagreat stepforward
inlndia shistoricvoyagein
space expedition. CPI on
thisoccasionremembersthe
contributionsrendered by
legends like Vikram
Sarabhai, whotook thespirit
of thefreedommovementto
the realm of science and
technology. The party al-
ways stood with their
dreamswiththecommitted
position of’ ‘space for
peace’.

Congratulatingthehis-
toricachievement of ISRO
and scientificcommunity,
the CPI national council
reiteratesitsresentment at
thepolicy of theUniongov-
ernmentinopeningupspace
for corporateinvestments.

CPIl Opposes
Assam Delimita-
tion Draft

The CPI has opposed
thedraft proposal for delimi-
tation of assembly and
parliamentary congtituencies
of AssampublishedonJune
20by theElectionCommis-
sion of India (ECI) and
calledfor keepingtheongo-
ing delimitations in
abeyancesfor thetimebe-
ing.

The party doesnot op-
pose delimitation per se
becauseitisacontinuous
process. Weopposetheway
theentiredelimitationexer-
cise hasbeen done by the
ECI violating section9(1)
aof theDelimitationAct of

Resolutions Adopted by
CPI National Council

2002. Theongoingexercise
has not been undertaken
using proper methodol ogy
and is not objective.The
ruling party isseekingtouse
thedelimitationforitsown
political benefit. BJPisalso
tryingtowhipup communal
passion on the issue.
People’ sRepresentatives
Actof 19508 (A) isbeing
pushed away. They divided
thetotal constituenciesinto
threecategoriestomaintain
‘Population Density’ in
order.Hence, they commu-
nally divided the whole
process. IntheAct, thereis
no provisiontodividethe
constituencies into three
categories. Theact of Elec-
tion Commission is
completely unconstitutional.

Chief minister of Assam
HB Sarmahasbeenrepeat-
edly asserting that thedraft
document, if implemented
will ssfeguardtheindigenous
communities. Thechief min-
isterismakingfaseclam.In
fact, thenumber of legisla-
tiveassembly constituencies
(LACs) and Lok Sabha
seatsdominated by individu-
alswill decreaseif thedraft
gets implemented. The
Lahowal Constituency of
Dibrugarh, wheretheMotok
Community hasamajorin-
fluencewill ceasetoexist.
Sibasagar district, domi-
nated by the indigenous
communitieswill loseone
constituency. Thereareso
many other such examples
as well. So, where is the
questionofdelimitationben-
efitting the indigenous
people?

Thetotal number of con-
stituenciesshouldincrease
duringdelimitation. Butthe
ongoing process does not
havetheprovisontoincrease
constituencies. Itonly entails
theexchangeand merger of
areasamong constituencies.

Thisdelimitation, therefore,
will turnout to be afutile
exercise. Look at thedraft
published by ECI. Thenum-
ber of LACsinthe Barak
valley will get reduced by
two, evenasthepopulation
inthat region hasincreased
whichistotallyillegal.

ThePresidentof India, on
publicdemand deferredthe
delimitation exercisesin
Assamon February 8, 2008
interaliaontheground that
thenational registration of
citizens(NRC) inrespect of
Assam is yet to be com-
pleted. Thesituationtoday
isthesameasit wason Feb-
ruary 8, 2008.

TheElection Commis-
sion of Indiahasrecently
completedthedelimitation
inJammu and Kashmir us-
ing 2011 censusdata, which
isnormal. Thenwhyinthe
case of Assam the same
delimitation processusing
2011 population datacan-
not bedone.

Theproposed new con-
stituencies should be of
convenient geographical
space constant, with the
aforesaid provisionsof Sec-
tion9(1) 9of thedeimitation
Act 2002. Therecently pub-
lisheddraftisnotareflection
of sound andlogical prin-
ciple.

Countrywideddimitation
processwill beundertaken
in 2026 as per
24" amendment of the Con-
stitution.

TheCPI national council
meetingisof firmopinionthat
the present proposal for
delimitationinAssam, which
appearssubspinous, isnot
at all needed now.

The meeting demands
thatthedelimitationexercise
inAssam shouldbekeptin
abeyancefor thetimebeing
and should be done along
withtherest of the country

in 2026 onthebasisof the
|atest updated censusdata.

On Floods

Himachal Pradesh,
Punjab, Haryana, Delhi,
Uttarakhand and other states
are under unprecedented
floods. Thesefloodshaveled
not only tothehugelosses
of agriculturecrops, cattle
and property but also have
causedlossof humanlives.
People'sdaily lifeisvery
badly affected. Therelief
measuresby theCentral and
respective state govern-
ments are inadeqguate.
Affected peopleareleftto
themercy of theflood wa-
ters. The Central
governmentledby BJPand
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi havenot rushed even
sufficient NDRFteamstothe
affected areas. Peopleare
notevenbeinggivenrelief
material. They arenot get-
ting even food, drinking
water, milk, medicines, etc.

TheCPI national coun-
cil demands that food,
drinkingwater, milk, medi-
cines, etc, must berushedto
theaffected people.

All lossesof agricultural
crops, cattle, properties
must becompensated by the
Union and respectivestate
governmentsin realistic
terms. The families of all
thosewholosttheir livesdue
to unprecedented floods,
must begivenrealisticcom-
pensation.Agricultural loans
must bewaved off.

TheUniongovernment
and state governments as
per thefederal character of
thenationmust plananddo
adequateinfrastructureim-
provement in the
management of floodwaters
toavoidfutureflood. Inthis
matter shorttermandlong
term planning needsto be
done.

ObserveJuly 25asSoli-
darity Day with Peopl e of
Manipur

Thenational council ex-
pressesitsgraveconcernon
the situation in Manipur,
whichisastrategicand sen-
sitive state in North East
region, bordering with
Myanmar. From May 3till
date, over 142 lives were
lost, over 1,000individuals
wereinjured, andmorethan
70,000 peopledisplaced. So
cruel and pathetic, that they
find shelter in about 272
refugeecampsintheirown
country. A few thousand
peoplealsotook shelterin
neighboring statesand al so
inDelhi.

Theviolencestarted on
May 3 with the solidarity
rally organised by different
tribal groups.

Thequestionof tribal sta-
tus and tribal rights were
engineeredinsuchaway that
ledtothedistrust between
boththecommunities, which
resultedinviolencebetween
Meiteisand K uki commu-
nities. Two months have
passed but till now Manipur
Isinturmoil and peacere-
mainselusive.

TheBJPgovernmentsin
Manipur and at the Centre
havetotally failedthepeople
of Manipurandtheirrightto
haveapeaceful prosperous
life. Present ethnicconflicts
took placeduetothelong
negligenceof thestateand
Central governments and
their failureto addressthe
complexissueof land, iden-
tity of social and cultural
Issuesamongdifferentcom-
munities, misuseof forest
lands, unemployment, equal
access of education to all
ethnicgroups, poppy culti-
vations, containment of
differentundergroundarms
groupsinValley and hills

On Page 06
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CPI Delhi State Delegation
Visits Flood-Affected Areas

A delegation of Commu-
nist Party of Indiavisited the
flood-affected areasof Delhi
and handed over relief ma-
terials to suffering people.
The delegation comprised
CPI national secretaries
KNarayana and
Ramakrishna Panda, CPI
Delhi statecouncil secretary
DineshVarshney,All India
KisanSabhanational presi-
dent R Venkaiah, AISF
general secretary Vicky
M ahesari, AlISF national
council member SivaReddy
and CPI Delhi state council
member Baban Kumar
Singh. CPI South Delhi ac-
tivists Muslim Mohammed
and Shailendra Malakar
werealso part of the delega-
tionvisitingJaitpur.

Among the other places
that the team visited were
flood-affected areas of
1%tPushta, and 5"Pushtanear
Bhajanpura and flood-af-
fected people at Signature

Baban Kumar Singh

Bridge, Wazirabad areas,
etc. Whilevisitingtheflood-

affected areasthedel egation
noticed that water and mud
aredtill loggedintheirlocali-
ties. In Garhi village

area,water is still over five
feet level and water logging
persists in Yamuna Bazar.
People havelost their prop-
erties and belongings.

Medical facilities are inad-
equate and peopleareyet to
be catered in the best of the
humanitarian manner.

OnJduly 18, 2023, the del -
egation alongwith comrades
of CPI South Delhi district
distributedrelief materialsto
theflood victimsat Jaitpur.

Ongoing constructionwas
notedintheflooded areanear
the Yamuna River. CPI de-
mands that water should be

July 23-29, 2023
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pumped away atawar scale
by theDelhi and Central gov-
ernments, essential
commodities must be given
to all affected people, and
flood relief and post-flood
works, planning, and rehabili-
tation should be carried out
in ascientific manner.

oMt #he (Dthers 5«/ ..

Theprimacy of liberty

The Supreme Court’sendorsement of liberty inacaseinvolvinga
stringentlawissignificant. If thecriminal justicesystemformstheskel etal
frame of any democratic society anditsfunctioning, thenthefunda-
mental right toliberty of every individual must beconsidereditsspine
becauseitisthislogicthat recognisesthefull personhood of anindi-
vidual andlimitsthe powersof the otherwiseformidabl e State.

Unfortunately, inIndia, thisspinehasbeen afflicted by adiseasecalled
lengthy pre-trial detentionthat militatesagainst theconstitutional right
toliberty and paintsadamning pictureof acriminal justicesystemthat
isstacked agai nst thecommon person. The Supreme Court recogni sed
thistoolast week inanorder whenit held that anaccused could not be
madeto remain behind barsfor anindefiniteperiod under the Narcot-
icsDrugsand Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act just becausethe
law requiresacourt’ ssatisfactionthat thepersonisnot guilty.

A bench of justices SuryaK ant and Dipankar Dataheldthat even
inthecaseinvolvingthetough anti-narcoticslaw, theliberty of anindi-
vidual wouldtakeprecedenceover thestatutory embargoinaparticul ar
statute, and that the period of incarceration of anaccused shall remain
arelevantfactor.

Thepronouncement affirmedArticle 21 of the Constitution that
accordstoall individual sthefundamental right tolifeand personal lib-
erty. Through araft of top court judgments, theright to speedy trial
hasbeen acknowledged asan extension of Article21.

It also underlinestheimportance of procedural safeguardsin pro-
ceedingsunder such stringent laws; inthe present case, for example,
despitetheaccused beingincarceratedfor three-and-a-half years, the
statementsof only one of the 19 witnesseswererecorded.

Courtesy: Hindustan Times

Thestresssignals

Evenasthelndianeconomy isgrowing at aseemingly healthy rate,
andthe RBI expectsgrowth at 8 per centinthefirst quarter (April-

June) of theongoingfinancial year, moreandmoreindividual §' househol ds
areseekingwork under theNREGS.

InJune, thenumber of househol dsthat availed work under thescheme
touched 3.04 crore. Thisis10 per cent morethan thosewho did so
over thesameperiodlast year. Infact thisisonly thethirdtimesince
April 2014 that themonthly number of householdshascrossed three
crore.

Somehaveattributed thissharprisetotheunevenrainfall pattern
inJunewhich could haveaffected kharif sowing. However, thedata
also pointsto asteady riseinthenumber of individual sseeking and
availingwork under theschemeover theyears. Thisisaworryingsign.

INn2015-16, thenumber of individual swhoworkedunder MGNREGA
stoodat 7.2 core. By 2019-20, thisnumber had risento 7.88 crore.
Demandfor work under theschemesurged duringthepandemicyears,
of course, touching 11.19 crorein2020-21 and 10.61 crorein 2021-
22.However, whileitfell thereafterto8.76 crorein 2022-23, it remained
higher thanthepre-pandemiclevel, pointing towardsatrend of more
and moreindividualsrelying onthescheme. In2022-23, theaverage
wagerate per person per day under theschemewasRs 218 —this
hasrisento Rs233. Considering that earningsof casual |abour, en-
gagedinworksother than publicworks, wereRs 368 duringApril-June
2022 asper theperiodiclabour force, the high demand for work un-
der MGNREGA isanindicator of thelimited avenuesfor moreproductive
formsof employmentinrural areas.

Therearesignsof stressinurban areasaswell. Evenastheunem-
ployment rate hasfallenfromthehighsobserved duringthepandemic,
itremainshighamongtheyouth.

During January-March 2023, theunemployment ratefor thosein
theagegroup of 15-29 yearsstood at 17.3 per cent in urban areas,
asper theperiodiclabour forcesurvey. Among males, it wasestimated
at 15.6 per cent, whilefor femal esit was pegged to be higher at 22.9
per cent.

Going ahead, theseareas, wheresignsof stressareclear andvis-
ible, needto beclosely monitored.

Courtesy: Thelndian Express
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Obscurantists Try to
Tarnish Success of Science

Successful launch of
Chandrayan 3, the latest
mission of Indian Space
Research Organisationto
moon, isaremarkablesci-
entificendeavour. It took off
from the SatishDhawan
SpaceCentreat Sriharikota
inAndhraPradesh stateon
the afternoon of July 14,
2023. With the successful
launch, Indiaisbiddingto
becomethefourth country
toexecuteacontrolledland-
ingonthemoonandfirstto
touchdowntheunexplored,
rugged southernpolesurface
of Moon. Thejourney will
take over 40 days (one
moon day isequal to four
earthen days) and
Chandrayan 3isexpectedto
landonmooninAugust.

However, aday before
thelaunch of Chandrayan 3,
ateamof leading | SRO sci-
entists took the rocket
prototypeto Tirupati temple
andputitat thefeet of Lord
Venkateswara, seeking
blessings. This act of
pseudosciencehastarnished
the success story of moon
missionand outraged many
Indians.

Chandrayaan-3mission
holdsimmensepossibilities
for India sfuture spaceex-
ploration missions. By
showcasingitstechnol ogi-
cal capabilities, ISRO,
India, isambitiousto estab-
lish itself as a prominent
player in the global space
community.

Chandrayaan-3 com-
prises of three essential
components:
the lander moduleVikram,
thepropulsion moduleand
arobot rover. The lander
enablessoft landingonthe
M oon, deployingtherover
for collectingscientificinfor-
mation. Therobot lander will
walk onthesouthern(pole)
surfaceof moonfor 14 days
and collect vital scientific

Dr SomaMarla

data. Therover haspowerful
instrumentssuch astheAl-
pha Particle X-ray
Spectrometer (APXS),
whichwill analyzelunar soil
and rocks for elemental
composition, andtheL aser
Induced Breakdown Spec-
troscope(LIBS)toexamine
thechemical makeup of the
lunar surface. Thelanderis
also equippedwith Surface
Thermophysical Experiment
(ChaSTE), whichwill pro-

videvita informationonthe
moon’ sthermal conductiv-
ity and temperature. Also
equippedarelnstrumentsfor
Lunar Seismic Activity
(ILSA), aims to detect
moonquakes. TheLangmuir
Probewill estimatetheden-
sity andvariation of plasma
inthemoon’senvironment,
and theembedded sensors
intheL aser Retroreflector
will enableprecisedistance
measurementsusing laser
technology. The
collectedsophisticated data
will besentbacktoI SROin
Indiafor further research
investigations. Additionaly,
theequipment collectsdata

about lunar atmosphereto
help prospects for future
manned missionsand pos-
siblehabitationinnear future
toenhanceour understand-
ingof thelunar surface.

Chandrayanwasblasted
off to the lunar orbit by
LVM-3, the propulsion
modulecapabletoliftvery
heavy payload of 2,148 kg
Chandrayan 3. Thelaunch
vehicle LMV-3 was sup-
ported by apowerful liquid
fuel cryogenicengine, built
indigenously by India.

Launchingof earliertwo

moonmissions- Chandrayan
1(2009) and Chandrayan 2
(2019) immensaly helpedto

design and execute
Chandrayan 3 voyage.
Chandrayaan-2 in 2019,
facedacrashduringitssoft
landing attempt, resultingin
amajor setback for ISRO.
However, thistimescientific
team of ISRO led by
Sundarsan, Vetuvelu,
RituSrivatsavaand others
used thissetback asan op-
portunity forimprovingand
designing better landing of
Vikram lander on rugged
southernmoonsurface. The
lander  Vikram’ named af -
ter the father of India’'s
space programme, thelate

Vikram Sarabhai, had suc-
cessfully got separatedfrom
theorbiterinpreparationfor
a landing on the moon.
Ofcourse, themajor goal of
Chandrayaan-3isto land
safely onthelunar surface.

It should be noted that
thebudget of Chandrayan 3
missionwasnearly Rs650
crores, much less thanRs
700 crores, spent on mak-
ing therecent Bollywood
religiousfilmAdipurush.

Withsuccessful launchof
Chandrayan 3 and better
controlledlandingonmaoon,

Indiahasbecomeafourth
nation after United states,
former USSR (Russia), and
China.United Statesislur-
ingIndiatojoinitsNASA
led space explorationsin
countering Chinaand Rus-
sia. During PM Modi’s
recent visit to USA, he
agreedwith President Biden
tocollaboratewithNASA
led spaceexplorations. It
should berememberedthat
only twodecadesback USA
hadrefusedtoprovidecryo-
genic  liquid  fuel
technologies, fearingIndia’s
emergence as a global
player in space
research,whereaserstwhile

5

USSR had extended all
itstechnical support and
guidance to Indian space
programmes sinceinception
of Indian SpaceResearchor-
ganization (ISRO) in1969.

Till now India has
launched different satellites
likel NSAT seriestosupport
its telecommunications,
mobile, Internet network
Spectrumdata, remotesens-
ingforagriculture, fisheries,
weather forecasting. India
hasal sosupportedAgni mis-
siles and other defence
related applications. How-
ever, with successful
launching of Mangalyan,
Chandrayanand other mis-
sionsinfuturetoMarsand
Venus, Indiais enteringinto
basi c spaceresearch.

Religious Obscu-
rantism

Religiousobscurantistsin
thecountry led by rightwing
forceshavebeendisturbed
by the success of
Chandrayan 3, and at-
temptedtotarnishtheimage
of spaceprogrammes. [talso
opposed the support by sci-
ence. Already themessuch
asDarwinism, Periodictable,
Euclidian geometry, envi-
ronment and several partsof
Indian history have been
recently deleted fromschool
text books by ministry of
education. Thewar onsci-
enceisdeliberately waged
to suppress questioning,
rationalising and critical
thinking among budding
younglndianswithanaimto
dragthecountry back into
ancient dark ages.

Thesuccessful launch of
moonmissionandexecution
of soft landingwould mark
asignificant milestonein
India sspaceachievements
and pavetheway for future
space missions. Achieve-
mentsinspaceresearchand
scienceshould bedirected
to address daily needs of
people and not for profit
seeking spacetourismand
military advances.Any at-
tempt by religious
obscurantiststotarnishspirit
of scientificenquiry should
beresisted strongly by sen-
sibleIndians.
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Resolutions Adopted...

From Page 03
area, uncheckedinfiltrations
from Myanmar and many
other issues.

Themaliciouscampaign
of RSSfor longtimetodi-
videthepeopleonreligious
line and the role of
Manipurchief minigerinthis
conflict should be con-
demned.

The utter failure of the
BJPgovernmentinManipur
isresponsiblefor suchadire
situation. CPI nationa coun-
cil demands immediate
resignation of the present
chief minister to meet the
demands from the cross
sections of the Manipuri
people.

Thenationa council feels
that when mistrust and ha-
tredexistamongall sidesand
violenceiscontinuing, then
thepriority must befirstto
restore peaceand tranquil-
ity inManipur. A political
solutiontothecrisisshould
be reached by taking all
opinions and people into
confidencethroughdiaogue
andreconciliationcanonly
bringasolutiontothison-
goingcrisis.

Inthiscontexttheinitia-
tiveof National Federation
of Indian Women (NFIW)
tosendafactfindingmission
andlater thevisitby CPl and
CPI(M) MPstoManipurare
tobeappreciated asserious
attemptsto understandthe
situationandto build con-
fidence among all
communitiesinManipur.

Thenational council be-
lieves that to create a
conduciveatmospherefor
dialogueandreconciliation
following actionsmust be
takenimmediately:

B Resignationof the
chief minister

B Disarmall terrorist
groupsandindividualswho
possessarmsillegally tobe
arrestedimmediately.

B Stop infiltrations
fromMyanmar. Army and
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Border Security Force
should take appropriate
stepsinthisregard.

B StopPoppy cultiva-
tioninReserveForest land
andscrapthedecisiontogive
65,000 acres of land to
Adani grouptodomining
andother commercial activi-
tieswhichwill changethe
character of theland.

B Considering the
magnitude of sufferings,
grievancesandlosscaused
tothepeoplefromall sides
special packageof compen-
sations, relief, rehabilitation,
resettlement andlivelihood
inatimebound manner for
theaffected peoplemust be
ensured by the state and
Central governmentswith-
out any bias and
discrimination.

®m All Highwaysin
Manipur must beopenedfor
freemovement of necessary
goodsand medicine.

B Withdraw cases
filed against Annie Raja,
general secretary and Nisha
Sidhu, secretary of NFIW
and DeekshaDwivedi, prac-
ticingadvocateinDelhi,since
they arefarcical andfabri-
cated.

While demanding the
above, CPl onceagainre-
iteratesitspositiontowards
theterritorial integrity of
Manipur and unity of the
people.

Party condemnsthecon-
tinuoussilenceof thePrime
Minister on Manipur situa-
tion confirming that the
doubleenginegovernment of
BJPisresponsiblefor the
present situation. Thishas
invitedcriticismfromacross
theworld showingour coun-
try inpoor light.

Party callsupon all its
unitsto observeJuly 25 as
a solidarity day with the
people of Manipur and to
protest strongly against the
FIR madeagainst theparty
leadersand other individu-
as.

Hold Early Election
to Cantonment
Boards

Cantonment Boardsare
local bodiesunder theUnion
ministry of defenseforwhich
electionsaretobeheldonce
infiveyears.

Electionsforthelasttime
wereheldin2015. Theterm
of the elected members of
Cantonment Boardsexpired
in2020. Thereafter thepe-
riod was extended for
another year totheerstwhile
elected membersand that
too expiredin 2021. Now
thereareno elected repre-
sentativesto Cantonment
Boards. The Cantonment
Boardsarenow run by the
officialswiththeadvice of
ruling BJP nominees. Run-
ning local bodieswithout
holding el ectionsisuncon-
stitutional .

There are 61 Canton-
ment Boardsinlndia, which
are run by the ruling BJP
through back door. TheBJP
governmentisdelayingthe
electionsfor politica consid-
erations. It seemstheBJPis
delayingelectionsunder the
pretext of the excision of
Cantonment Boards. Exci-
sionof Cantonment Boards
without conductingany sort
of publicdebateor discuss-
ing the issue with
stakeholderslike various
political parties, residents,
and employeesisundesir-
able.

Annexing Cantonment
Boards with neighboring
stategovernmentsmay take
several yearsevenif al fac-
torsareconducive. Keeping
alocal government without
elected representativesis
undemocraticand unconsti-
tutional.

The national council
meeting callsuponthegov-
ernment of Indiato hold
early electionsto Canton-
ment Boards based on
‘Universal Adult franchise’
and upholdthespirit of the

panchayat system and to
dropfurther actionfor ex-
cisonof Cantonment Boards
without holding public de-
bate.

Remove Tamil
Nadu Governor RN
Ravi from

His Position

Innon-BJPruled states,
governorsappointed by the
Uniongovernment run par-
ald governmentsagainstthe
stategovernmentselected
by the people.

RN Ravi, Governor of
Tamil Nadu, hasbeen act-
inginacontroversia manner
sincehisinception.

Oncehefreaked out that
I ndiawasruined because of
Karl Marx. Sanatanam is
what unitesthecountry, he
said. Hedescribedthegreat
humanistslikeThiruva luvar
andVallalar asthepinnacle
of sanathana.

Hesaidthat al countries
depend uponreligions, so
IndiaisaHinduNation. He
isopenly working against
secularism, completely vio-
lating the Constitution of
India.Heshelved morethan
13 billspassed by the Tamil
Nadulegislativeassembly
for several monthswithout
givingapproval.

TheEnforcement Direc-
torate arrested a minister
named Senthil Balgji. Heis
beingtreatedinthehospi-
tal asaheart patient. When
thechief minister sharedhis
portfolioswithother minis-
ters, the governor, who
initially refusedtogivehis
approval, signeditonly the
nextday. Hearbitrarily dis-
mi ssed that minister thenext
day andthenannouncedthat
he would be suspended,
expectinglegal opinion.

Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabhamembersfromeight
parties, DMK, Congress,
CPI, CPI(M), MDMK,
VVK, IndianUnionMuslim
LeagueandKongu People's
National Party signedaletter
tothePresident demanding
Ravi’s removal, several
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monthsago. No action has
beentakenyet.

Tamil Nadu chief minis-
ter M K Stalin wrote a
19-page detailed letter to
thePresident demandingthe
recall of governor Ravi.

The CPI national coun-
cil urgesthat the President
should consider theletter of
thechief minister of Tamil
Nadu, the letters of the
membersof Parliament and
take immediate action to
removegovernor RN Ravi
fromthat responsibility.

On Suspension of
Four Faculty Mem-
bersand Students
of SAU

SouthAsianUniversity
(SAU) hasbeenwitnessto
a creeping process of
autocratisation that isthe
necessary component for
commercialization and
saffronisationof higher edu-
cation. The Union
government hasundermined
theSouthAsiancharacter of
theuniversity.

Last year students of
SouthAsianUniversity be-
gan a protest against
reduction of monthly sti-
pends. Theadministration of
SAU failedto pay heedto
these protestsand instead
sought to brazenly crush
them.

A widecrosssection of
faculty members of SAU
wrotealetter totheir admin-
istration asking for a
constructivesolutiontothe
crisis. Instead of construc-
tive solution, the
administration of SAU be-
gan to target the faculty
membersby accusingthem
of instigating students.

Inorder tomaximizethe
autocraticimpact of thisat-
tack ondemocraticrights,
theattack onfaculty mem-
bersof SAU wasselectively
done asthe four teachers
targeted weretheoneswho
had beentotheadministra-
tionto haveadialogue on
theplight of thestudents.

On Page 10
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NEP-UG, A Policy to Deepen
Inherent Inequalities

TheCentral Universities
EntranceTest (CUET-UG)
for theundergraduate stu-
dentswasenvisaged during
theCovidperiodin2020as
anovel way tothepeculiar
problem in Indian higher
education of sky high cut-
offs, triggered by adeluge
of studentsacrossvarious
state and central boards
registering near-perfect
scores, but theresultsshow
the policy hasbeenintro-
duced at the cost of the
downtrodden communities.

Academicsand students
point finger at the National
Education Policy or NEP
2020. Amongst thosewho
registered, closeto 25 per
cent studentsfailedtotake
the CUET examinationfor-
mulated under theNEPon
of the sel ection of students
for undergraduates, giving
upontheir chanceto apply
for Central Universities. In
caseof Scheduled Tribestu-
dents, closeto 50 per cent
finally did not takethe ex-
aminationfinally, whilethat
of SC/OBCisamost 25-30
per cent. Thissteep drop-
out rates are because of
issues of affordability -
preparationfor acentralised
test through coaching, te-
diousexerciseof reaching
thecentreandinaccessible
format of the examination.
Thedigital dividecouldhave
played aroleinthelow at-
tendance among
underprivileged sections. It
isalso because of thelack
of access to technology.
Another possiblereasonis
thelack of understandingand
communicationregarding
theentireprocess, particu-
larly amongfirst-generation
learners. Whowill remove
theseobstacles?CUET-UG
iscreatinginequalitiesinthe
society, if not,why suchhigh
ratesof absentees? Theex-
aminationitself wasmarred
by severa technical glitches.

Itwouldbegoodtoknow

how many women students
dropped out of the exami-

nation. Gender-wise break
upisconcerned, 73.83 per
cent of femal e candidates
appearedfor thetest while
74.91 per cent of malecan-
didatestoit. Currently, there
are71,000 UG seatsavail-
able spanning over 78
programmes in 68 Delhi
University colleges. The
normalisation process
comesfromthe CUET UG
itself beingheldindifferent
shifts, which meansexams
for the same subject can be
heldondifferentdaysandin
different sessonsthusaffect-
ingthedifficulty level and
raw scoreof studentsfrom
each session. Inorder to put
all studentsonthesamefoot-
ing, the normalisation
process was introduced

(CUET) for undergraduate
admissiontogenera courses
thisyear, withsomeacadem-
ics suggesting the
computer-based model had
deterredmany poor andrurd
studentsand calling for a
switch to pen-and-paper
mode.TheNational Testing
Agency(NTA), whichcon-
ductedtheexamsfromMay
21 to June 23, 2023 de-
claredtheresults.Of the 15
|akh studentswho had ap-
plied, 11.16 lakh actually
took theexams, marking an
absenteeism of around 25
per cent.

Among ScheduledTribe
students, about 52,500 of the
1.06lakh applicantsstayed
away, representing an ab-
senteei sm of nearly 50 per

Category Appeared | Absent | Registered
EWS 53219 | 11987 65206
General/Unreserved | 513155 | 165323 | 678478
OBC-NCL 380784 | 118342 | 499126
SC 115215 | 35484 | 150699
ST 53645 | 52642 | 106287
Total 1116018 | 383778 | 1499796
cent. Whenthe CUET was
wherethescoreof eachstu-  introducedin 2022, it wit-
dent comes from an nessed an overall
‘equi-percentilemethod’.  absenteeism of about 40 per

Asuniversitiesbeginthead-
mi ssion process, students
complain about the
normalisation process, and
demandfor‘ morefairanaly-
Ss.
Itisalsoimportanttonote
that while close to
15,00,000 registered and
11,00,000 took examina-
tion, they arecompetingfor
only 1.5lakh seatsin Cen-
tral Universities. A large
proportion of studentsseek-
ing admission to general
undergraduate courses
camefromfinancialy disad-
vantagedrural familiesand
werenotwel l acquaintedwith
theuse of computers.

Onein four applicants
skipped the Common Uni-
versity Entrance Test

cent.

Incontrast, theabsentee-
ismfiguresrangebetween5
and10per centinthenationd
entrance examsfor under-
graduate professional
courses such as the Joint
EntranceExaminationMain
(engineering) andtheNa-
t i o n a |
Eligibility-cum-Entrance
Test (medical and dental
admissions).

A largeproportionof stu-
dentsseekingadmissionto
general undergraduate
courses came from finan-
cially disadvantagedrural
familiesand werenot well
acquainted withthe use of
computers. Thismay have
discouraged many fromtak-
ing the test. To provide a

level playingfield, pen-and-
paper testsshould beheld.

If the NEET could be
conductedin pen-and-pa-
per modedespiteattracting
almost 15 lakh candidates,
socouldthe CUET.All the
45 central universitiesand
over 200 state, privateand
deemed universitieshave
decided to admit under-
graduate studentsthrough
the CUET thisyear.Unlike
last year, when technical
glitcheshadforced several
papersto bepostponed, the
examwasglitch-freethis
year.TheCUET washeldin
13 languages, and 2,305
question paperswerepre-
pared with 148,520
guestions. However, candi-
dates complained about
errorsintheprovisional an-
swer keys and mounted
3,886 challenges.

The National Testing
Agency saidit had shared
each candidate sresultswith
theuniversitiestowhichthe
candidatehad applied.The
NTA has converted the
CUET UGexamfromatal-
ent and intelligence based
examto‘luck-basedtest’.

Educational

inequities wor sen for
minorities

On one side the Union
government’sdear sloganis
“betipadao, betibachao”
andontheother thegovern-
ment isnot concerned about
therecent reportshighlight
dropinMuslimgirlsenrol-
ment acrossall educational
institutions. Inthepursuit of
ajustandinclusivesociety,
accesstoeducation playsa
crucial roleinempowering
marginalised communities.

However, inIndia, the
educational landscapere-
mains stratified with the
Muslimminority grappling
with numeroushurdlesthat
impede their educational
progress and perpetuate
social disparities. Recent
academicrevelationsonthe
decliningenrolment of Mus-

STUDY &

STRUGGLE

limstudentsineducationand
higher education are con-
cerning. The contentious
“ban” onhijab (amatter till
beforethe SupremeCourt),
anall pervasiveintimidatory
socio-political environment
coupled with apush back
fromsectionsof therdligious
clergy arecontributory fac-
tors. Amid the broader
challengesfaced by Mus-
lims, Dalits, and Adivasis
(tribal) thereragesafierce
need for reasoned debate,
further pushfor moreequi-
tablepoliciesand concerted
action. It isultimately a
matter of choiceandArticle
14[equality beforelaw] and
19[freedom of speechand
expression. Theenrollment
of Muslimstudentsdropped
by 8 per cent from 2019-20
—thatis, by 1,79,147 stu-
dents.
Whiletheenrolment of
Dalits,Adivasis, and Other
Backward Classes(OBCs)
hasincreased, thedeclinein
Mudlimenrolmentisparticu-
larly alarming. Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled
Tribescurrently constitute
14.7 per cent and 5.6 per
cent of thetotal enrolment,
respectively, while OBCs
make up 37 per cent of the
student population. Incon-
trast, Muslim students
accountforonly 5.5 per cent
of theoveral enrolment, with
other minority communities
comprising 2.3 per cent. It
Isworth noting that teach-
ersfromtheMudimminority
grouprepresent 5.6 per cent

of thetotal.
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Biswanath Mukherjee
wasbornonApril 17,1915
inTamluk, East Midnapore,
West Bengal, inanational-
ist patriotic middle class
family. Hewastheyoungest
among hisbrothersand sis-
ters. Hiselder brother Ajay
Mukherjeewasarenowned
Congress leader, later to
becomethechief minister of
W Benga in1967inthefirst
non-Congressgovernment.
They shiftedfromUttarpara
toTamluk.

Biswanath studied in
Hamilton School, Tamluk, a
historicschool inevery way,
including being associated
with Khudiram Bose and
MatanginiHajra.

Alongwith someof his
colleagues, Biswanathsetup
asmall Students’ Samitiand
alibraryinTamluk. Hewas
present at theall Bengal Stu-
dentsconferencein 1930as
the representative of the
Samiti.

He joined the salt
satyagrahaat Tamluk and
attended massmeetings. He
andfriendssignedupinthe
list of volunteersand toured
neighbouringareas. Hemade
hisfirst political speechwhen
studyingintheclasstenth.

Heand colleaguesorga-
nizedcommonreligioninall
theinstitutions.

They organized protest
demonstrationsagainst the
Round TableConferencethat
wasbeing heldin London
after theend of the Civil

Disobediencemovement.
Black flag demonstrations
wereorganized. Section144
was enforced in Tamluk.
Large number of Pathan,
Punjabi and other police
weredeployed, creating an
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Biswanath Mukherjee

A BUILDER OF COMMUNIST
MOVEMENT IN BENGAL

atmosphere of apprehen-
sion. Biswanathwasgiven
responsibility of leadingthe
procession; they were sur-
rounded by thepolicefrom
all sides. They pounced
uponthem and beat merci-
lessly. He and colleagues
werearrestedand sentenced
tosxmonths’ imprisonment.
Thiswashisfirstimprison-
ment.

In Congress

After theend of theCD
movement, Biswanath de-
cidedtogiveupstudiesand
join the peasants in their
struggles and movement,
and not togo back to school
or home. “Itwasaturning
point in my life”, said
Biswanath Mukherjee. He
wasinDumDum Jail.

Biswanath and his co-
workersusedtogohouseto
house in the villages and
collect riceand usedto cook
itandeat ‘chai bhat’ (rice
withtea)! They usedtogo
barefoot and inamost tat-
tered khadi clothes. They
usedtoinspirethepeasants
totakepartinthefreedom
movement.

Biswanath worked in
Congress. InJanuary 1932,
the British government
swooped down upon the
Congressleadersandwork-
ers. Jawaharla wasarrested,
sowasGandhiji assoon as
helanded at Bombay Port.
Hundreds of Congress
workers were arrested.
Withinashort time, around
80thousand Congresswork-
ers were arrested. The
housesof someof themwere
demolished by theBritish
government.

Biswanath hadtaken part
intheKarachi Congressas
adelegate. Asastudent he

participatedinthecivil dis-
obediencemovement of the
early 1930s. Hisfirst prison
termwasat theageof 15in
1930. He was brutally
caned. By 1934 hewasin-
troducedtosuchoutstanding
|eaderslike SomnathL ahiri,
RanenSen and others.

Afterrelease, hedid not
returnhomeashenolonger
fetlikeleadingausud family
life.After releasehebecame

a full time worker of the
Congress and worked
among the peasants.

In Ramkrishna
Mission

Biswanath’sfamily was
religious. Heusedtogoto
theRamkrishnaSevashram
asachild. Hetook ‘ Diksha
(initiation) from
MahapurushMaharaja, the
| ast disciple of
RamkrishnaParamhansa.
Biswanath alsojoinedthe
Ramkrishna Mission. He
used to recite Sanskrit
shlokasfor hourstogether,
standinginwater. Buthedid
not get any peace of mind!

Hisbrother Ajay Mukherjee
then brought him to
Uttarpara.

Towards M ar xism

Biswanath happenedto
get someMarxist booksand
literature about the Soviet
Union from one of the
learnedlawyers. Thisiniti-
atedhimintoMarxism. He
alsocameincontactwithone
Lalit Singhof Cal cutta, who
had abookshopthereinthe

CornwallisStreet. Thefa-
mous Communist Bankim
Mukherjeea sousedtovisit
theshop. Biswanath’scol-
league PrahladPramanik
brought newsandliterature.
Biswanath got Ganashakti
and Gananayak published
by Hooghly-Burdwan
Group.

Biswanathalsocamein
contact withAnand Pal, a
revolutionary and Commu-
nist associated with this
Group. Biswanath also got
to read the journal of the
CommunistInternationd: the
‘Inprecorr’ or the’ Interna-
tional Press
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Correspondence’.

Meanwhile he was ar-
resteda ongwithmany other
youthsaccused of murder-
ing Medinipur Jail
superintendent Barge
Saheb. Theconditionsinthe
Sub-Jail weremost horrible,
and Biswanath got severe
dysentery.

He was shifted to Hijli
Additional Jail, atemporary
prison and another hell. It
wasfencedwithbarbedwire
and had thatched bamboo
walls. Ithadsnakesandcrabs
too! A largenumber of po-
litical leaderswerethere.
They had political discus-
sionsand classesincluding
by Ajay Mukherjee.

Hecameto Calcuttaon
January 1, 1934 and be-
came acommunist. From
1935101940, hebecamea
leading figureinthestudent
movement.

In1934-35,asmall dis-
trict committee of
Communist Party was
formedwithHrishi Bannerjee
assecretary and Biswanath
as his secretary. Somnath
L ahiri movedtoBombay and
becamegenera secretary of
CPl, and soonwasarrested.

He even had to face a
Party enquiry committeein
1934-35 for the socalled
‘reformistdeviation’,which
wasfoundtobefalse. The
Bengal party withdrew the
allegationsin1937.

As student leader

Biswanathwasan effec-
tiveorator and massspeake,
whocouldrousethestudents
intoaction.

All Bengal Students As-
sociationwasestablishedin
September 1928inafour-
day conference presided
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over by Jawaharlal Nehru.
Subhash ChandraBosewas
theguest of honour.

Biswanath Mukherjee,
along with Nripen
Chakravarty and someoth-
ers, established Bengal
Youth Student Association.
On December 25, 1935,
another organizationcalled
Bengal Provincial Students
L eague (BPSL) wasestab-
lished, inwhich Biswanath
Mukherjeeplayed apromi-
nent role as its general
secretary, in 1937.

BPSL wasformedat the
end of 1935 at aconference
inAlbertHall chairedby Prof
Hiren Mukherjee.
Biswanathgotit affiliated
with the newly formed
BPSF, formedin November
1936in Shraddhanand Park,
Calcutta. KM Ahmed was
itsfirst president and Kali
Mukherjeethegeneral sec-
retary.

Biswanathactivelyjoined
themovementfortherelease
of Andaman Prisonersin
1937. Itwasinfact started
by the RCPI leader
SoumendranathTagore. The
movement quickly spread
far and wide. A Student
Movement Committee
based on schoolsand col-
legeswasformed. Hewas
appointedthegeneral sec-
retary of the BPSF. Its
provincial conferencewas
heldin December 1937.

ABSA and BPSA

Itwasdecidedtoholdthe
secondsessionof theABSA
inMymensingh. Thiscity
was the stronghold
of Jugantar Dal.Atthattime,
there was intense rivalry
betweentherevolutionary
groups of Anushilan and
Jugantar, which was also
reflected in the student
movement. L ater, therewas
rivalry betweenthegroups
led by JM Sengupta and
Subhash Bose. Rebati Bar-
manwasthepresident of the
reception committee. His
inaugural speech contained
strongreferencesinfavour
of Marxism-Leninism. Presi-

dentwasDrAlam.Hepaid

tribute to Jatin Das in an
emotional speechandurged
the students of Bengal to
prepare for the coming
struggle. His speech re-
flected a sharp attack on
communalism.

The atmosphere in the
conference was very
strained, and by the second

day the proceedings be- ||

came acrimonious.
Apprehendingtrouble, the
chairmandeclaredthecon-
ference closed. The
dissidentsthereafter held
their separateconference, a
littlelater. A sectionformed
Bengal Provincia Students
Association or BPSA.
Biswanath Mukherjee
emerged as one of the
prominent |eaders of the
BPSA. Itwasdominated by
themembersof Jugantar.

Theassociationincluded
many non-partisan student
activistsand|eaders, inad-
dition to the activists of
AnushilanandYugantar Dal.
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Collegeandbehind College
StreetYMCA.

It wasunder hisleader-
shipthat asuccessful student
strikewasorganizedinthe
Scottish Church College,
Calcuttatoexercisetheright
toinvite Subhash Boseto
addressstudents’ meeting.

It wasunder theleader-
ship of Biswanath
Mukherjee that the AISF
joinedtheliteracy campaign
that was organized by
CdcuttaUniversity Institute
intheneighbouringvillages.
The Institute became the
centreof progressiveyouth
activities.

refusedto salutetheUnion
Jack during the UTC or
University Training Corps
march. Studentsowingalle-
gianceto MN Roy took the
lead, and Biswanath orga-
nizedaprotestonabigscale.
The vice-chancellor,
DrShyama Prasad
Mukherjee, ordered action
against thestudents.

He went underground
during the Second World
War.

In the CPI

Inlate 1938, theillegal
CPlinBengal helditssecret
provincia conferenceinthe

It was under his leadership that a successful
student strike was organized in the Scottish
Church College, Calcutta to exercise the
right to invite Subhash Bose to address stu-
dents’ meeting. It was under the leadership
of Biswanath Mukherjee that the AISF
joined the literacy campaign that was orga-
nized by Calcutta University Institute in
the neighbouring villages.

M ost of themembersof the
executivecommitteewere
not members of any party
and cannot be called sup-
porters of any particular
party. TheAll Bengal Stu-
dentAssociationbecamethe
center of conflict between
AnushilanSamiti and the
Yugantar Party.

Biswanath Mukherjee
weldedtheBPSFintoanall
powerful organizationaffili-
atedtotheAlSF. Itsoffice
wassituatedintheCollege
Street, Calcutta, inasmall
roominthefirst floor of a
building nextto Presidency

The AISF brought to-
gether such diverse
personalities as
DrRadhakrishnan, Prof
Hiren Mukherjee,
DrShyama Prasad
Mukherjee of Hindu
Mahasabha, |spahani of
Muslim League, Prof
HumayunKabir and others
todiscussindia sfreedom
struggle. Biswanath played
animportantrole.

He got admission in
Vidyasagar College. Atthat
time the University vice-
chancellor wasDrShyama
Prasad M ukherjee. Students

French territory of
Chandannagore. Biswanath
attended and was made a
member of theBengal Pro-
vincial Committeeof CPI.

As per his memoirs,
BiswanathjoinedtheCPl in
April 1934. Hegot the op-
portunity to attend theFirst
Congress of CPI held in
Bombay in 1943. He was
electedtotheCCof theCPI.
Hewasgiventheresponsi-
bility toorganizetheAl SFand
party inAssam and Orissa
andwasappointedthe CCR
(CC representative) for
thesetwo provinces.

Kayani Mukherjee(later
Kumarmangalam) wasthe
nieceof thefamousstudent
leader, Biswanath
Mukherjee. Biswanathand
Geeta Roy Chowdhury
(Later Mukherjee) got mar-
riedin1942.

Post-independence
period

Biswanath Mukherjee
was elected to the CC of
CPI atitssecond Congress
heldin 1948.

Hewaspresident of West
Bengal unit of theAIK Sand
a vice-president of the
AIKS.

He was elected to the
national council of CPI atits
7" congressheldinBombay
after the split. Hewasin-
cludedinthe CEC elected
atthe 8" congressin Patna
in1968. HeremainedaCEC
membertill April 1988when
heleft thepost duetofail-
ing health.

Elective legislative
posts

Biswanath Mukherjee
waselectedtothe WB state
legislative council in
1966.Hejoinedthefirstnon-
Congressministry alongwith
Somnath LahiriinW Ben-
gal formedin1967. Hewas
electedtotheassemblyin
1968 from Midnaporeafter
thedissolution of thelegis-
lative council, and was
elected to the assembly
fromTamlukin1977,1982
and 1987.

Biswanath Mukherjee
passed away on September
12,1991 in New Delhi in
Ram Manohar LohiaHos-
pital.

New Age Weekly
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Lawyers Submit Their Views on UCC

Discrimination, not Difference

at Roots of Inequality

The22nd Law Commis-
sion of India has invited
publicopinionontheissue
of the Uniform Civil
Code(UCC). The Indian
Associationof Lawyersisan
organizationfounded by the
Judges, Jurists,
Lawyers,Law Teachers,and
Law students. Thefounding
membersof theorganization
weretherenownedJudgesof
the Supreme Court, Justice
PN Bhagwati, Justice
ESVenkatramaiah, Justice
OChinnappaReddy, Justice
DADesai, Justice VR
Krishnalyer tonameafew.
In response to the 22nd
LawCommission’scall seek-
ingopinionof thepublic, we,
fromthelndianAssociation
of Lawyerssubmitour views
ontheissueof theUniform
Civil Codeasbelow:

The Government of In-
dia, throughareferencein

Muralidhara,
R S Cheema

June2016, entrusted thetask
of addressing theissuescon-
cerning a Uniform Civil
Codetothe21st Law Com-
missionof India, chairedby
theformerJudge of the Su-
preme Court, Justice BS
Chauhan. TheCommission,
after a detailed study of
allpersonal lawsprepared
theconsultation paper which
exhaustively referredtoex-
isting personal lawswhich
took away theprivilegesfor
women. The Commission
wasof theview thatitisthe
discrimination and not
thedifferencewhichliesatthe
root of inequality. TheCom-
missionsuggestedarangeof
amendmentstotheexisting
family laws and al so sug-
gested codificationof certain

aspectsof personal law so
astolimittheambiguityin
interpretation and applica-
tion of these laws. The
consultation paper
presentedby the Chairman
of the21stLaw Commission
of India, JusticeBSChauhan
dealt with all facets
ofpersonal lawshistorically,
congtitutionally and meticu-
loudy. TheCommissionwas
alsoalivetotheview of Dr
BRAmbedkar ontheissue.
TheCommission, referring
toapassagefromthecase
of TMA-Pai Foundationv/s
State of Karnatakaopined:

“Thusa“united” nation
need not necessarily have
“uniformity” itismakingdi-
versity reconcilewithcertain
universal andindisputable
argumentonhumanrights’.

The?21st Law Commis-
sion, having done an
exhaustive and commend-

ablestudy stated that:

“Uniform Civil Codeis
neither necessary nor desir-
ableatthisstage”. TheLaw
Commissionfurtheropined
that:“ Reformsinfamilylaws
of different communities
would providebetter guar-
antee of securing rightsof
women and children than
bringinginUniform Civil
Laws’.

The fact that the issue
regarding Uniform Civil
Code(UCC) findsplacein
theDirectivePrinciplesofthe
SatePolicy, essentialy pro-
vides insight into the
reflectionsof theframersof
theConstitution. Itfurnishes
amandatory guiddineforin-
terpretingtheprovision. A
plainreading of Article44
alsolendsclarity.Article44
requiresthe Statetostrive
tosecurefor thecitizensof
IndiaaUniform CivilCode
throughout India. Itismani-
fest that the UCC is a
futuristicobjective. Itisap-
parent from the useof
expression ‘endeavor’ in
Article 44 that extensive

July 23-29, 2023

planning, all-out prepara-
tions and a strongeffort
wouldberequired. Theword
‘endeavor’ cannot be
equated with theattempt of
therequisitemajority inthe
Parliament to enact thelaw
regardingthe UCC. Asper
thevision of theframersof
theConstitution, such a
Codewouldbeputinplace
whenthetimeisrightforthe
same. Indiaisavastcountry
withastoundingrangeof di-
versity.

Theconcept of unity in
diversity constitutesoneof
thefoundational principles
of thepolity.National unity
inlndiacontempl atesrespect
fordiversity, pluralism, tol-
erance and harmony.
Anappropriate UCC must
truly representtheaspiration
of al Indiansirrespectiveof
their religion, caste,creed,
culture, ethnicity andpolitica
philosophy. Ontheonehand,
suchaCodeshall provide
genderequdlity,justiceforal,
equal humanrightsfor all;
whileontheother, it shall

On Page 12

Resolutions Adopted...

From Page 06

Thefact findingcommit-
teehad recommendedtheir
suspensiononthechargesof
inciting studentsagainst the
SAU during the students’
protest. Finally, thesefour
faculty membersweresus-
pended on June 16, 2023
making thesituation more
complicated. All the four
faculty membershavebeen
metedwithhumiliatingtreat-
ment of not to leave the
stationwithout permission,
vacatetheir offices, return
their of fice computersand
identity cardsand register
their attendanceonall work-
ingdaysintheoffice. Some
students were also sus-
pended and expelled
without reason and rhyme.

I ntolerancefor construc-
tivecriticismisbecoming
administrativecultureof the
university inModi regime.
New Age Weekly

Themoveby the SAU ad-
ministrationisbeingseenas
completely undemocratic
andinviolationof all rules
andnorms. Their authoritar-
ianstancehastarnishedthe
image of the university
formedwiththehighideals
of integrating neighbouring
SAARC countries. Theen-
quiry conducted by thefact
finding committeewasmo-
tivated and was a mere
camouflage of the hidden
undemocratic agenda of
governancetostifleall ves-
tigesof democraticvoices.

ThisCPI national coun-
cil demandsthat theexternal
affairsministerand SAARC
secretary must uncondition-
alyroll back al theseillegal
movesagainst teachersand
students of SAU. CPI de-
mands withdrawal of
suspensionof four faculties
immediately andextensionof
justicetotheaggrieved stu-

dentsof thecampus.

WithdrawAnti-Forest,
Anti-Environment and
Anti-Forest Conserva-

tion Bill, 2023

OnMarch 29, 2023 the
Union government has
placed aBill named Forest
Conservation(Amendment)
Bill 2023 intheL ok Sabha
toamendtheForest (Con-
servation) Act, 1980 (FCA).

ThroughtheBill thegov-
ernment hastriedtoredefine
theexistingforestlandand
forest.

Theforest survey of In-
diainitsreport called State
of Forest Report 2021
stated that the total forest
cover of Indiais7,75,288
square km out of which
1,20,783 squarekmwhich
is 10 per cent of the total
forest land comes under
unclassifiedforest. Insome
statesalargepart of thefor-

est also comes under this
category. Fromthepoint of
environmentthisunclassified
forestisvery sensitiveand
important. But theproposed
amendment in the Forest
ConservationAct 1980 says
to keep this huge track of
unclassified forest out of
conservation. Thismeansin
the name of development
thesehugeforest land and
forest resources will be
available for corporates.
Therewill not beany need
for taking permission for
diversonfromforest depart-
ment.

To please corporate
companies, theUniongov-
ernment has made up a
conspiracy against our for-
est and environment. This
will ruinutterly our forest
resources and adversely
affecttherightsandliveli-
hood of our people
particularly tribalsandfor-
estdwellerslivinginthose
forest areas for
generations.To opposethe

bill bothinsideand outside
Parliament many objections
wereraised. After hugeagi-
tationsForest Bill wassent
tothe Joint Parliamentary
Committee.

The CPI and few other
parties, many organisations
and 60 membersof Parlia-
ment and individuals had
submittedtheir suggestions
tothecommittee.

Ignoringall thesevaluable
suggestionsthejoint Parlia-
mentary Committeecleared
thecontroversial bill without
proposingany changes. The
proposedbill infringedonthe
rightsof the state govern-
ment.

Inthelast nineyears, the
Uniongovernment hastaken
stepsto amend and dilute
Indian Forest Act 1927,
Conservation Rules, Forest
RightsAct 2006 etc. These
attacksonour forest, natu-
ral resourcesandlivelihood
cannot be tolerated and
should be defeated.




July 23-29, 2023

SouthAsian University
(SAU) isanInternational
University sponsoredby the
eight member statesof the
SouthAsianAssociationfor
Regional Cooperation
(SAARC). Afghanistan,
Bangladesh,
Bhutan,India,Maldives,
Nepal ,Pakistan and Sri
L anka are member coun-
tries. SAU wasestablished
in2010.Theuniversity was
established ontheproposal
of then prime minister Dr
ManmohanSinghinthe 13"
SAARC Summit held in
DhakainNovember,2005.1t
wasestablished toprovide
world classfacilitiesand
professional faculties to
studentsand researchers
from SAARC member
countries.Inter-Govern-
mental Agreement for
establishment of SAU was
signedinthe 14"SAARC
summit and decided that
SAU would beestablished
inIndia.SAU wasformed
andestablishedwiththehigh
idealsof integrating neigh-
boring SAARC countriesin
thefieldsof higher educa-
tion.

Butthe SAU campusis
inturmoil fromlastfourfive
years.Theacademicenvi-
ronmentisserioudy vitiated
posing serious question
markson the government
structure. Democraticrights
of studentsandteachersare
beingignored.Right to ex-
pressand dissentisbeing
thoroughly suppressed by
theuniversity administration.
SAU administrationhasal-
ways been committing
unacceptable, unjust actsto
intimidatetheteachingand
student communities.

Theexploitativeattitude
of theuniversity administra-
tion started coming into
focusafter reopening of the
university after Covid-19
phase. Post graduate stu-
dents of PG Department
andresearch scholars re-
quested the university
administration to hikethe
monthly stipends.Students
of post graduate depart-

mentsdemanded Rs.7000
as stipend in place of
Rs.5000 per month and
Research Scholars re-
guested to maintain parity
with the scholarship of
JRF(Junior Research
Fellowship).Getting re-
peated requests and
pressure from the
students,SAU administra-
tion, instead of increasing,
slashed downtheamount of
monthly stipend from
Rs.5000 to Rs.4000 show-
ing its biased attitude
towardsthestudents. The
grossinjusticeangered and
frustrated the students as
well asteachers. Respond-
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Four Faculty Members, Students Face Rustication

Democracy in Peril in SAU

istrationtofollow andmain-
tainthedemocraticnormsof
theuniversity.Butuniversity
administrationfailedtore-
solve the problem and
started to suppress the
democraticvoices.Finally
students started hunger
strike in the campus of
SAU.University
administration started sus-
pensionandexpulsionof the
agitatingstudentsandfinally
calledpoliceadministration
to disperse and force the
studentsto endtheprotest.

Thiswasthefirsttimein
thehistory of SAU,police
wasinvited by theauthority

VRESIDENTS

TRAVEL
ALLOWANEE
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ingtoit, about 15to 20fac-
ulty memberswrotel etter to
theUniversity administration
requesting ajustified solu-
tion to the issue that is
threateningthemwithgross
deprivation.

Afterthedecisontodash
thestipendamount, students
becameagitated and sat on
Dharnainthecampusinthe
month of September,
2021.Buttheuniversity ad-
ministrationpaidnoheedto
the problems nagging the
studentsand started crushing
their proteststhrough vari-
ousmeans.

Faculty members ex-
tended moral supporttothe
justifieddemandsandagain
requested the SAU admin-

inthe campusagainst stu-
dents protests. Finally
studentswerebrutally | athi
charged. Several of them
were suspended, others
were expelled with no
reason.ltisvery shocking
that oneof theexpelled stu-
dent got even cardiacattack
butthe SAU administration
did not melt onthegenuine
issuesof thestudents.

Policeinvolvementinthe
campus wassomethingthat
disturbed the faculty
members.They wrote a
strong | etter supportingthe
genuinedemandsof thestu-
dentsandcriticizingtheSAU
authoritiesfortheirindiffer-
encetowardstheplight of
thestudents. Thisletter was
made into abig issuethat

Arun Kumar

started aseriesof compli-
cations and the matter
becamemorecomplicated.

A Fact Finding
Committee(FFC) was
formed to investigate all
theseissues.

ThisFFCselectivelyis-
sued notice and targeted
four faculty members,(one
from Sociology,two from
Economics and one from
Law Department) on May
19,2023 and asked themto
provide hand written an-
swers to over a hundred

guestionssitting infront of
Committee members.The
faculty raised objectionsto
the process and wrote to
FFC and SAU administra-
tion but they received no
reply.Onthecontrary they
wereservedwithsuspension
orders on June 16",2023

by accusingthefaculty mem-
bersof ‘incitingandleading
the studentsand outsiders
andgettinginvolvedin®anti-
social acts’ among other
things.They werealso ac-
cused of teaching Marxist
Philosophy to the
students,whichisalready
part of the syllabus of
SAU.They accused them
without following thedue
processof investigation. On
top of these

illegal andundemocratic
suspensionnotice, they were
alsodirectednottoleavethe
stationwithout permission,
vacatetheir offices,return
their of fice computersand
identity cards,and register
their attendance on all
workingdaysintheoffices
of their respectivedeans.

This unprecedented
harassmentandintimidation
of the SAU faculty by the
administration was con-
demnedby thelargesections
of teachingand student com-
munity of entirecountry. But
still, thenewsand reportsof
expulsion, suspension, and
finally therustication kept
comingincessantly. These
notices of expulsion and
rusticationhaveput thestu-
dents under tremendous
stress,both mentally and
physically.Nodoubt thesus-
pension of four faculty
members by the
SAU administration is a
rudeattempt to intimidate
and silence both the
facultyandthestudentswho
dared to raise their voice
againstthearbitrary, authori-
tarian actions of the
administration. Thisactionof
SAU is completely
against therighttoexpres-
sion, right to dissent and
protest.

SAU hasbeenwitnessto
a creeping process of
autocratisation that isthe
necessary complement of
thecommercialization and
saffronisationof higher edu-
cation. Thecurrent Union
government of India has
undetermined the South
Asian character of theUni-
versity. TheFFCreportwas
motivated and amerecam-
ouflage to the hidden
undemocratic agenda of
governance tostifleall ves-
tigesof democraticvoicefor
askingfor rulesandregula-
tionsto protecttheacademic

On Page 12
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Prepare for General Elections...
1\ .

From Front Page
ing corporatesremainssolid.

Inbanks, weknow huge
concessionsandwrite-offs
are offered to corporates.
L ast month, RBI announced
that thebankscanwrite of f
theloansthat wereavailed
by wilful defaulters who
deliberately cheated the
banks. Instead of stringent
actions,thegovernmentis
givingthemconcessions.

July 19"marks the
55t"anniversaryof bank na-
tionalization. Our party
played a big rolein
thiscontext insideand out-
sidetheParliament. Prabhat
Kar, thethengeneral secre-

tary of AIBEA, wasan MP
of our party whofought ve-
hemently for bank
nationalization.

Uniform Civil Code
(UCC)

Recent attemptsby the
PrimeMinister andtherul -

ing party to politicizeand
communalizetheUniform
Civil Codeissuefor petty
political gains are con-
demned andtheparty urges
theUniongovernment tonot
negatethediversity of theso-
ciety. All stakeholders

L

should beconsultedinthe
matter.

The21% Law Commis-
sionhadclearly opinedthat
theUniformCivil Codeisnot
required.Thepresent Law
Commission has disre-
gardedthisand hasinvited

July 23-29, 2023

theopinion of peopleabout
UCCwithoutevengivinga
proper draft and discussion.
Our Party standsfor gender
equality.Uniformity isnot
equality.

Condemn the State-
ment of Assam CM
Himanta Biswa
Sarma

Thenational council con-
demnedand commentedthat
thestatement of Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma accusing Muslim
merchantsof highvegetable
pricesisnothing but an at-
tempt to spread hatred and
communalizetheatmosphere
inthestateand el sewherein
order tohidetheirinefficien-
ciesincontrollingprices.

Discrimination...

From Page 10

strengthen emotion
aintegration. Toachievethis
objectivenarrow political
expedienciesand polemical
debates wouldhave to be
discarded.

Unfortunately, thepre-
vailing political andsocial
climateinindiaiscertainly
not conducive to freeand
meaningful deliberationson
thiscomplex questionwhich
islikely tovitally affect our
lives. Itisundeniablethat for
thelastfew yearsaconcerted
and calculated drive for
communal polarizationhas
resultedinwidespreadfear,
isolation of minoritiesand
alienation of large sections
of ourpopulation.
Majoritarianism hasbeenon
therisewhiletherehasbeen
a marked decline in
thequality of democraticin-
stitutions and the state of
humanrightsisacausefor
concern.

Itisindisputablethat the
issue of UCC isbeing or-
chestrated through beat of
drums by the
rulingdispensation. It has
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turnedintoanelectoral is-
sue. It is obvious that
influential sections are
preparingtoturnthequestion
intoareferendum. Sucha
campaignisinheadlongcon-
flictwiththeletter andspirit
of our Constitution. It shall
berelevant torecall theob-
servation of the Supreme
Courtin case titled as
SarlaMudgal (Smt.), Presi-
dent, Kalywani and Others
Vs. Unionof Indiaand Oth-
ers.

(1995) 3 SCC 635,
whichareasunder:

“Thedesirability of uni-
form code can hardly be
doubted. Butit canconcret-
izeonly whensocialclimate
isproperly builtupby elite
of the society, statesmen
amongst|eaderswhoinstead
of gainingpersonal mileage
riseaboveand awakenthe
masses to accept the
change’.

Theconsultation paper
presented by the Chairman
of the21st Law Commis-
sion of India is a
valuabledocument wherein
thequestionhasbeenexam-

ined exhaustively andwith
fair deal of objectivity.
Along-termideal mandatea
long-term perspective. The
mere fact that a period of
threeyearsor littlemorehas
el apsed after therel ease of
consultation paper, doesnot
furnishavalidgroundfor a
freshexercise. IAL isof the

considered opinionthat any
half-backed attempt toin-
sert UCCwithoutextensive
consultation, dispassionate
evaluation of thevast data
requiring deep research;
andbuilding of agenuine
countrywideconsensus, shdl
not only beagainst thelet-
ter and spirit of

theconstitutional provision
but al so hasthepotential of
generating and strengthen-
ingfear, distrustanddivisive
opinions.

(Muralidhara is Gen-
eral Secretary, while
RSCheemaisPresident of
Indian Association of Law-
yers)

Democracy in SAU...

From Page 11

interestsof theUniversity
community.The undemo-
craticactionby theauthority
isanindicator of functioning
of private University that
keeps damaging our
image. AftertheBJPgovern-
ment cameto power, almost
all theuniversitiesarefacing
crisis of funds,lack of
faculties,abolition of demo-
craticrightsof theworking
class, includingUniversity
teachers,employees and
students.After implementa-
tion of NEP-2020 it has
becomearegular affairsin
the campus.The adverse

effects of NEP-2020 are
dowly comingtothesurface
whichisdestroyingthePub-
licEducation Systemof India
andkillingtheautonomy and

democraticenvironment of
thecampus.What INU,CU
of Hyderabad,JU,MU
Aligarh,DU andmany other
universitiesarefacing,SAU
issueisalsointheseriesof
them. AIFUCTO,
FEDCUTA,JNUTA aong
with JFME haveexpressed
their anguishandresentment
against the
undemocratic actionsbe-
yond rulesandnormsagainst
teachers and students by
SAU administration.They
havealsowrittento Exter-
nal Affair Minister
Jayshankar and SAARC
authority to look into the
meatter andimmediately with-
draw thesuspensionsof four
faculty membersand cancel
expulsion/rustication/ sus-
pension of the aggrieved
students and also extend

justicetothemat theearli-
est.

Many membersof Par-
liament including
BinoyWishwam(MP)of CPI
haveraisedtheissuein Par-
liament and wrotelettersto
theExternal AffairsMinis-
ter of Indiaandthe SAARC
President to resolve and
settletheissueimmediately.

Outcome is awaited.
Meanwhile, all teachers’
organisationsare coming
together to protest at state
level across the country
against the undemocratic
and heinousactionstakenby
SAU against teachersand
students. Wearecommitted
to Save Education,Save
Campus and Save
Nation.Finally it is our
struggletosaveCondtitution,
save democracy and save
nation.
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More than 150 social
activistsfromover 20 L atin
American, Caribbean, and
European countries de-
nounced the
six-decade-longU.S. em-
bargo on Cuba. Despite
decades of US economic
blockades could not stop
Cubafrommarchingahead.

The blockade affects
Cuba saccessto medicines,
technology andtheinterna-
tional market whichisa
criminal policy mustend.

Peopleinternationally
stand*againsttheU.S. em-
bargoonCuba,” callingthe
island “a beacon in the
world' sfight for peaceand
justice.”

Theactivistswill attend
thecel ebrationsof the 70th
anniversary of theassaulton
MoncadaGarrison (viewed
asthebeginning of the Cu-
ban Revolution) in the
easternprovinceof Santiago
deCuba, scheduledfor July
26thisyear.

The Cuban Institute of
FriendshipwiththePeoples,
thanked solidarity move-
mentsfor their supporttothe
Caribbean nation. The
peoplestrongly believeinthe
right of peoplesto be sov-
ereign.

The U.S. embargo on
Cuba, firstimposedin1962,
wasfurther reinforced by
former U.S. President
Donad Trump’'sadministra-
tion, whichadded morethan
240 economic measures
againsttheisland.

Among said measures
are the banning of U.S.
flightsto Cuban citiesexcept
for Havana, barring U.S.
cruiseshipsandyachtsfrom
visiting Cuba, and limiting
remittances that Cuban
Americans send to their
familiesontheisland.

AccordingtotheCuban
Minigtry of ForeignAffair,the
damage caused by thissix-
decade-long blockade
amountsto morethan 150
billionU.S. dollars.

| nter national Community

DenouncesUSBIlockadeon Cuba

EU Parliament
Resolution Slams
Violencein
Manipur

Setting asidetheserious
criticismof Indiainternation-
ally isaseriousmatter for
India. TheEuropean Parlia-
ment slammedtheviolence
inManipurasBJP's' nation-
alistrhetoric’. Indianever
likedtheforeigninterference
intheinternal affairsof In-
dia but what the foreign
countriesareraisingisbased
onmerits.

WhenIndianprimemin-
istervisitedUnited Stateslast
timeformer US president
Barack Obama said that
Indiamight“ pull gpart” if the

rightsof thereligiousand
ethnic minorities are not
upheld. Obamaexpressed
concern about therightsof
vulnerablesectionsinindian
soci ety and emphasi sed that
the Biden administration
should discusstheseissues
“honestly” with PrimeMin-
ister Modi. And then,
dozens of US lawmakers
asked Bidentoraisedemoc-
racy, rightsconcernswith
Modi, saying that they do
not endorse any particular
Indian leader or political
party, but they dostandin
support of the important
principlesthat shouldbea
corepart of Americanfor-
eignpolicy.
WhileNarendraModiis
visiting France, oneof the
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Indianstatescalled Manipur
isonthe vergeof civil war.
Inthelasttwomonths, more
than 250 churches havebeen
torched, more than 100
peoplekilled, andmorethan
40,000 people displaced.
Yet NarendraModi hasn't
saidasinglewordinpublic
about it—Iet alonevisited
theconflict-riddenregion.

The world has largely
remained silent about the
unrestin Manipur between
the predominantly Hindu
Meitei, who form a bare
majority inthestate, andthe
mostly Christian Nagaand
Kuki tribes.

TheEU Parliamentinits
resolutionhasfurther called
for thecontroversial Armed

Forces Special PowersAct
(AFSPA) to bewithdrawn
fromtheregionaswell asthe
restoration of internet ser-
vices.

AsNarendraM odi heads
to France, the European
Parliament adoptedamotion
ontheManipur violenceand
saidthatit“denouncesinthe
strongest termsnationalis-
tic rhetoric deployed by
leadingmembersof theBJP
party”.

Thedebateontheethnic
clashesinManipur wasin-
cludedintheParliament’s
agendafor adebateon cases
of breachesof humanrights,
democracy and therul e of
law duringitsongoing ple-
nary sessionin Strasbourg,
France. The“motionfor a

European Parliament reso-
lutiononlndia, thesituation
inManipur” hascalledforthe
European Unionto“place
human rights and demo-
craticvaluesat the heart of
itsengagementwithIndia’.

Condemning the vio-
lence, loss of life and
destruction of property in
Manipur, theEU Parliament
initsresolutionsaidthat it
“denouncesinthestrongest
termsnationalisticrhetoric
deployed by |eading mem-
bersof BJP”

Whilethelndiangovern-
ment responded by saying
that theissueisanentirely
internal matter, the EU Par-
liament, initsscathingcritique
of thecircumstancesinthe

TR el S :
s I
oot IR

country, saidthat“minorities,
civil society, humanrights
defendersand journalists
regularly faceharassment;
whereaswomenin particu-
lar face severechallenges
andviolationsof their rights
oftenrelatedtotribal andre-
ligious backgrounds,
includingsexud violenceand
harassment”.

Theresolution pointed
out that in October 2020, the
UN High Commissioner for
Human Rightshad appealed
to India to safeguard the
rightsof humanrightsdefend-
ers, raising concernsover
shrinking spacefor civil so-
ciety and hastaken note of
accusationsmadeby human
rightsorganisationsagainst
the BJP of “divisive

Diary of

| nternational

Events
C. Adhikesavan

ethnonationalisticpolicies.”
“Whereas violence in
India’s Manipur state has
erupted along ethnic and
religiouslinesbetweenthe
mainly Hindu Meitei com-
munity and the Christian
Kuki tribe. Whereas
Manipur has previously
faced secessionistinsurgen-
ciesinwhichserioushuman
rightsabuseswerecommit-
ted. Whereas, inthelatest
round of violence human
rightsgroupshaveaccused
theBJPled governmentin
Manipur and nationally of
implementing divisive
ethnonationalistic policies
whichoppressin particular
religious minorities,” the
resolutionsaid.

TheEU Parliamentcalled
onlndiaandlocal authori-
tiesto“toallow unhindered
humanitarian aid to those
effected, and for indepen-
dent monitorsto carry out
investigations', for political
|eadersto ceaseinflamma-
tory statementsin order to
re-establishtrustandplay an
impartia roletomediatethe
tensionsandtheinitiation of
mediationeffortsby boththe
Centreaswell asthestate
government.”

TheParliament further
calledfor thecontroversial
Armed Forces Special
PowersAct (AFSPA) tobe
withdrawnfromtheregion
aswell astherestoration of
internet services.

Theparliament further
proposed that the EU and
Indiajointly devel opastrat-
egy toaddresshumanrights
issues, particularly those
concerningethnicandreli-
giousminoritiesandfreedom
of religionandbelief andthat
a“regular EU-IndiaHuman
RightsDialogueat thehigh-
est level establishing firm
criteriaand benchmarksfor
progress’ beset up.
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Regularise Servicesof ANMS...

From Page 15

the servicesof ANMsand
NHMs, pay wages on par
withtheregularisedemploy-
eesand pensionalongwith
other retirement benefits.

R Krishnaiah, member
RajyaSabhaof Y SR Con-
gress Party in hisaddress
stated that whileANMsand
NHMshaveexpressedtheir
mi serableconditionsabout
their low wages, statehealth
minister HarishRaoof Bharat
Rashtra Samithi party had
arrogantly asked thework-

Hewanted the minister to
expressapology for hisde-

rogatory remarks.

NarsimhaMotte, deputy
general secretary of
Telangana state AITUC,
while addressing made it
clearthat if demandsarenot
met within 15 days, the
movement of ANMs and
NHMswill beintensified.
They must bepaid salaries
at therate of Rs40,000 per
monthalongwithinsurance

cover of Rs10lakhs. Unfor-

tionof Rs10lakhs, compas-
s onateemployment must be
provided to onemember of
thefamily of deceased. They
areworkingfor 16 hoursa
day, and aremaintaining 36
recordsand 18 mobileapps.

Badeti Vanaja, president,
GandlaMadhurima, genera
secretary, Chidumoori
Vijayaorganising secretary,
Manjula, vicepresident of
thestateunion, Pushpalatha,
Sharada,

Swapna, Chandrakala,

Praveena,

July 23-29, 2023

Withdraw FIR against
NFIW Fact Finding Team

Harish Bala
National Federation of Indian Women (NFIW) and
All India Youth Federation (Al YF) held a joint protest
at Freedom Park in Bengaluru condemning the failure
of Modi led BJP Union government to bring peace in
Manipur and also demanding the withdrawal of FIRs
registered on NFIW national |eader swho visited Manipur.

NFIW national leaders formed afact finding commit-
tee which visited Manipur from June 28 to July 1, 2023 to
understand theinherent causesthat led toriotsin Manipur.
NFIW general secretary and member of the national ex-
ecutive of the CPI, Annie Raja, NFIW national secretary
NishaSiddhu and DeekshaDwivedi were part of the fact
finding committee. Thiscommittee hasbrought out thereal
issues in Manipur and the failure to resolve them on part
of the state and Union governments. FIR has been regis-
tered against the membersof thecommitteeby |mphal police
for visiting Mani pur. Condemning thisanti-democratic act
of Manipur government and al so demanding thewithdrawal
of the cases and in solidarity with Manipur people, NFIW
and AlY F held a protest demonstration at Freedom Park,
in BengaluruonJuly 17, 2023.

NFIW state president Jyothi A, Al'YF state president

erstoleavetheemployment tunatelyif anyemployeedies, Tulasi, Aruna, Saralaand Harish Bal aand others address_ed the gatheri ng. Slogans
were raised condemning the failure of Modi government
if paymentisnotadequate. apartfromthecompensa-  Sangeethaledthedharna. 1o bring peacein Manipur.
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Regularise Services of ANMs: CPI

Communist Party of In-
diaTelanganastate council
secretary andformer legis-
lator Kunamneni Sambasiva
Raodemandedthat services
of auxiliary nursemidwives
(ANMs) aswell asservice
personnel of National
HeathMission(NHMs) be
regularized, who arework-
ingforthelast 16 yearsas
contract employees in
Telangana. Hewasaddress-
ing aschief guest adharna
infront of theofficeof state
commissioner of healthde-
partment of thegovernment
of Telangana on July 10,
2023, demanding
regul arisation of services,
pensionsafter retirement,
etc.

Thedharnawasheldun-
der theauspicesof AITUC
and was led by Thota
Ramanjaneyulu. In

TelanganaANMsarebeing
calledassecondANMs. The
nameitsdlfindicatesdiscrimi-
nation towards them and
they arebeing degraded. All

contractworkersinthestate
arebeingdiscriminated. The
onus lies on the state and
Central governments to

AR

Ram Narasimha Rao

recognise the services of
workerswho haveworked

pE L o
tirelessly duringthedifficult
period of Covid pandemic.

Head socriticisedthegov-
ernment that thoughANM s

)
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andNHMsarehaving same
educational qualifications
anddoingthesamejobthere
isdiscriminationinthesala
riesand other emoluments.

Heal so expressed concern
that even after working 20-
25 years, after retirement
they areleaving the hospi-

tals with empty hands,
without either retirement
benefitsor pension. Thisin-
justicecannot betolerated
any longer.

The CPI state council
secretary recalledthat the
SupremeCourt of Indiahad
on many occasions given
verdict directing principal
employerstoregularisethe
servicesof contract work-
ersif they haveworkedmore
than 240daysinayear with
breaksor without. Thereis
alsoafavourablejudgment
withregardtoequal pay for
equal work. All employers
ingovernment and private
servicewill haveto honour
court verdicts. Hence he
pointed out that both the
Central and state govern-
ments will have to take
immediatestepstoregularise

On Page 14

suminganincremental capital-outputratio (ICOR)

“Don’ tforget anything. Onetool worksbest

On (Record ...

of 4, thiswill requireaGrossFixed Capital For-
mation rate of 28 per cent. However, theratio
of 4, whichisoften assumed, isonthebasisof
improved efficiency intheuseof capital. Dur-
ingthehigh-growth periodintheearly yearsof
thiscentury, theratiowaslow. It hassubsequently
increased. Excludingtwooutlier yearsnamely,
2019-20and 2020-21, theaverage | COR over

against fascism: itismemory. Wemust remem-
ber everything that has happened to us,”
SiddiqueKappansaidinhisfirst publicinter-
action outsidehishomestateof Keralasince
walking out onbail on February 2thisyear.

Kappan had spent 28 monthsbehind bars
after being detained near Mathurawhiletrav-

The CPI(M) and an Independent Rajya
SabhaM Plodged policecomplaintsagainst
Assam Chief Minister HimantaBiswaSarma,
allegingthat theBJP|eader hasmadea“hate
speech” againstthe* Miya community onthe

previousday.

Thestate Trinamool Congresshaswritten
to Chief Justiceof IndiaD Y Chandrachud
seekingjudicial actionagainst Sarmaalsofor
thesameremark against the* Miya commu-
nity, atermusedfor Bengali-speakingMudlims
of Assam.

AlUDFchief andL ok SabhaM PBadruddin
Ajmal hasal so been namedin oneof thecom-
plaints for making ‘hate speech’ while
commentingontheUniform Civil Code(UCC).
—IndiaToday, July 20.

* k%

With Covid-19recedingand, hopefully, with
Russia-UkraineWar comingto anamicable
end soon, I ndianeedsto chalk out her future
strategy of growth. Thebroad objectivemust
betoraisethe per capitaincome, estimated
in2022-23at 2,379dollar, by amost six times
over thenext 25years. That will enablepeople
tohaveahigher standard of livingand elimi-
natepoverty. Thecritical questionnow isto
identify thechallengesthat thecountry will face
inreaching thisgoal andtheactionsit needs

Jooth

IS SeCRETE OF MY €NEeRGY

fiveyearsfrom2016-17t02022-23isestimated
to be 4.65.

**k*

ellingtoHathrastoreport onthealleged gang
rapeand murder of aDalit teen. Hewasac-
cused of planningtofoment social unrest and
violence, and booked for terror and sedition.
Hedeniesall thecharges. — TheTelegraph,
July 17.

* k%

Evenasthelndianeconomyisgrowing at
aseemingly healthy rate, andtheRBI expects
growthat 8 per centinthefirst quarter (April-
June) of theongoing financial year, moreand
moreindividual 'househol dsareseekingwork
under therural employment guaranteescheme.
InJune, thenumber of househol dsthat availed
work under the schemetouched 3.04 crore.
Thisis 10 per cent morethanthosewhodid
soover thesameperiodlast year. Infact, as
reportedinthispaper, thisisonly thethirdtime
sinceApril 2014 that themonthly number of
househol dshascrossedthreecrore. Somehave
attributed thissharprisetotheunevenrain-
fall patternin Junewhich could haveaffected
kharif sowing. However, thedataal so points
toasteady riseinthenumber of individuals

Memory isthebiggest weapon against fas-
cism, ajournalist who spent morethantwoyears
inUttar Pradeshjailswithouttrial toldaCal cutta
audience.

seeking and availingwork under thescheme
over theyears. Thisisaworryingsign.—The
Indian Express, July 18.

Compiled by: C Adhikesavan

totaketoovercomethem.

In short, what is needed is acontinuous
growthof 7 per centfor thenext 25years. As-
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Our Special
Correspondent

The opposition
parties had its
second meeting in
Bangaluru on July 17 and
18, 2023. The two-day
meeti ng attended by 26 op-
position partiesdecidedto
set up India National De-
velopmental Inclusive
Alliance(INDIA) totakeon
theruling BJP inthe ensu-
ing general elections in
2024. The leaders were
certain that such an alli-
ance will be able to oust
BJP from power that will
enableinsaving the Repub-
lic, Constitution,
democracy and federalism.

The26 opposition parties
that participatedinthe meet
are Indian National Con-
gress, Trinamool Congress,
D r a v i d a
MunnetraK azhagam, Aam
Aadmi Party, Janata Dal
(United), RashtriyaJanata
Dal, Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha, Nationalist Con-
gress Party, Shiv Sena,
Samajwadi Party,
RashtriyaLok Dal, Apna
Dal (Kamerawadi), Jammu
and Kashmir National Con-
ference, PeoplesDemocratic
Party, Communist Party of
India, Communist Party of In-
dia(Marxist), Communist
Party of India (Marxist-
Leninist) Liberation,
Revolutionary Socialist Party,
All India Forward Bloc,
Marumalarchi Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam
(MDMK), Viduthalai
Chiruthaigal
Katchi, KongunaduMakkal
DesiaKatchi, Manithaneya
MakkalKatchi, IndianUnion
MudlimLeague, KerdaCon-
gress (M) and Kerala

26 Opposition Parties Meet at Bangaluru

INDIA 10 TAKE ON BJP
IN 2024 GENERAL ELECTIONS

Congress (Joseph).

Addressing themeeting
CPI general secretary D
Raasaidthat wehad our first
meeting in Pathawherewe
resolvedtofight together to
defeat BJP in the general
electionsand savethenation.
‘Bharat Bachao’, ‘Nation
Bachao’ wasour doganthen.
The Bangaluru meeting is
twostepsforward. Thistime
there are 26 parties that
joinedtogether andthisisa
positivesign.

D Rgasaidthat thereare
many critical issuesfacingthe
country. Manipurisinturmoil.
All central agenciesarebe-
ing misused to intimidate
non-BJPpartiesand non-BJP
governmentsin the states.
Economy isinbad shape. Un-
precedented priceriseand
growing unemployment are
making miserablethelivesof
the masses. There are so
many suchburningissuesthat
needtobesolved. Hencethe
meeting can either adopt
separateresol utionson each
of the crucial problems or
comeout withajoint decla-
ration.

Theopposition meeting
after deliberationsadopted a
jointdeclarationunanimoudy
declaringtheir steadfast re-
solveto safeguardtheidea
of Indiaasenshrinedinthe

Constitution. Thefollowing
isthetext of thejoint decla-
ration:

We, theundersigned|ead-
ersof India s26 progressive
parties, expressour steadfast
resolvetosafeguardtheidea
of Indiaasenshrinedinthe
Constitution. Thecharacter
of our republicisbeing se-
verely assaulted in a
systematic manner by the
BJP. We are at a most cru-
cial junctureinour nation’s
history. Thefoundational pil-
larsof thelndian Constitution
— secular democracy, eco-
nomic sovereignty, social
justiceandfederalism—are
being methodically and men-
acingly undermined.

We express our grave
concernover thehumanitar-
iantragedy that hasdestroyed
Manipur. Thesilenceof the
PrimeMuinisterisshocking
andunprecedented. Thereis
an urgent need to bring
Mani pur back onthe path of
peaceand reconciliation.

We are determined to
combat and confront the
continuing assault on the
Congtitutionand onconstitu-
tional rightsof democraticaly
el ected state governments.
Thereisadeliberateattempt
toweakenthefederal struc-
tureof our polity. Theroleof
Governorsand L Gsinnon-

BJP ruled states has ex-
ceeded all constitutional
norms. Thebrazen misuseof
agenciesby theBJPgovern-
ment against political rivals
isundermining our democ-
racy. Legitimate needs,
requirements and entitle-
mentsof non-BJPruled states
arebeingactively denied by
the Centre.
Wereinforceour resolve
to confront the grave eco-
nomiccrisisof ever-rising
pricesof essential commodi-
ties and record
unemployment.
Demonetisationbroughtwith
ituntoldmiserytotheMSME
and unorgani sed sectors, re-
sulting in large scale
unemployment among our
youth. We opposethereck-
less sale of the nation’s
wealthtofavouredfriends.
Wemust buildafair economy
with astrong and strategic
public sector as well as a
competitiveandflourishing
private sector, inwhichthe
spiritof enterpriseisfostered
and givenevery opportunity
to expand. The welfare of
Kisan and KhetM azdoor
should alwaysget thehigh-
est priority.
Wehavecometogether to
defeat the hatred and vio-
lence being manufactured
againstminorities; tostopthe

rising crimesagainstwomen,
Dalits AdivassandKashmiri
Pandits; to demand a fair
hearingfor all socially, edu-
cationally and economically
backward communities; and,
asafirst step,implement the
Caste Census.

We resolve to fight the
systemic conspiracy by BJP
totarget, persecuteand sup-
press our fellow Indians.
Their poisonouscampaign of
hate hasledtoviciousvio-
lence against all those
opposedtotheruling party
and its divisive ideology.
These attacks are not only
violatingconstitutional rights
and freedomsbut al so erod-
ing the basic values upon
whichtheRepublicof India
isfounded— Liberty, Equal-
ity and Fraternity and Justice
— Political, Economicand
Social. The repeated at-
temptsby theBJPtovitiate
publicdiscourseby reinvent-
ing and rewriting Indian
history arean affront to so-
cial harmony.

We pledgeto present to
thenationanalternative po-
litical, social and economic
agenda. Wepromisetotrans-
form boththe substanceand
styleof governancethat will
bemoreconsultative, demo-
craticand participative.
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