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TheCommunist Party of
Indiaunitsal over thecountry
alongwith massorganiza-
tionsobserved solidarity day
with peopleof Manipur on
July 25at thecall of theparty
national council. Therewas
goodresponsefromevery-
where. CPl general
secretary D Rajawhowas
inChennai onthat day inau-
gurated the protest meet
there and addressed the
participants.

D Rajainhisaddresssaid
that theBJPgovernmentsin
Manipur and at the Centre
havetotally failedthepeople
of Manipurandtheirrightto
haveapeaceful prosperous
life. Thepresent ethniccon-
flictstook placeduetolong
negligenceof thestateand
Union governments and
their failureto addressthe
complexissueof land, iden-
tity of social and cultural
issuesamongdifferent com-
munities, misuse of forest
lands, unemployment and
other burning problems.

Kerala

Inresponsetothecall of
thenational council thou-
sandstook part extending
solidarity withthepeopleof
Manipur, bravingtheinces-
sant rains.Party state
assi stant secretary PPSunir
inaugurated theprogramme
near themartyrs columnin
Thiruvananthapuramcity. In
Kanyakulangara, former
state secretary
PannianRavindran, in
Kilimannoor party stateex-
ecutivemember Advocate

N Raan and in
Kamaleswaramdistrict sec-
retary Mangode

Radhakrishnaninaugurated
thesolidarity meeting.
InKollam party national

Call for Solidarity with Victims of Violence

CPI OBSERVES MANIPUR DAY ON J ULY 25

executivemember Advocate
K  PrekashBabu, in
Kasaragod party statecoun-
cil assistant secretary E
ChandrasekharanMLA, in
Kozhikode and Kannur,
party national executive
member AnnieRajainaugu-
rated the solidarity
programme.

InPonnani party national
council member K P
Rgendran, inPaakkad state
executive member Rajgji
Mathew Thomas, in
Ernakulam state executive
member K KAsharaf, in
Pathanamthittastateexecu-
tive member Mullakkara
Ratnakaran, inKottayamC
K Sasidharan, in
Thodupuzha,l dukki district
secretary K Salimkumar and
in Moolamattam, statecoun-
cil member K KSivaraman
inaugurated protest-cum-
solidarity meeting. In
Alappuzhanight marches
wereorganizedat 100 cen-
tres. InTakazhi, Alappuzha
districtsecretary T JAnjaose
andinThirunalurAlY Fdate

e
CPI general secretary D Rajainaugurating the Manipur solidarity day in Chennai

Our Special
Correspondent

secretary T T Jismoninau-
gurated theprogramme. In
Thrissur variouslocal com-
mittees organised the
programme. Party state
council member
SheelaVijaykumar,K P
SandegpandAITUCdistrict
president K Sudeeshinau-
guratedtheprogramme.

Telangana

CPl andCPI(M) leaders
accused the M anipur chief
minister of instigating and
encouraging riotswiththe
support of central |eadersof
BJP. They wondered
whether attacking women
community is the part of
‘BetiPadao, BetiBachao’
programme. They appealed
to secular and democratic
partiesand forcesto unite
andwagemilitant battlesin
order todethroneBJPfrom
power, whichismakingan
attempt to get benefitted
through communal riots.

A joint processionwas
takenfromLiberty Centerto
Ambedkar statue at
Tankbundcarryingredflags
and black flagsdemanding
‘Curb riotsin Manipur’,
‘Protect thelivesof inno-
cent peopleof Manipur’,and
CM of Manipur shouldre-
sign’. CPI national council
secretary Dr K Narayana,
addressing ontheoccasion
saidthat throughtheborders
of Manipur, terroristsare
enteringintolndiawiththeir
arms. But the Central and
Manipur stategovernments
areindifferenttothehorror
of the situation.He de-
manded that terrorists be
arrested and their weapons
seized without any further
delay. BJPisnot allowing
debateinParliament oncru-
cial issuesof people.Healso
stated that the M anipur BJP
government is making an
attempt to hand over prime
lands to its corporate
friends and already 54,000
acres of land are
beinghanded over toAdani.

HencetheCentral and state
governmentsareencourag-
ingriotsinManipur.

Kunamneni Sambasiva
Rao, Telanganastatecouncil
secretary in his address
madeit clear that the BJP
government headed by
Modi isconspiringinorder
to perpetuateitsgovernment
attheCentreandincertain
states. BJPistryingto bag
more votes in their ruled
statesby creating commu-
nal tensions and inciting
riots. Moreatrocitiesand
attacksonwomen, commu-
nal riots, and huge number
of suchdisruptiveincidents
aretakingplaceinBJPruled
states.

Syed Azeez Pasha, CPI
national council secretaryin
his address questioned
Modiasto what heiscon-
tributingto*betis thoughhe
frequently talksabout * Beti
Padao, Beti Bachao'. He
expressed anger that though
riots are taking place in
Manipur for the last three
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Theentirevideowasasmearedreflection
of our ownsalves, expressinghow far thecriminal
withinuscangodown.Andthatisnotall. How
longittakestolistentothevictims' tearful cries
also matters. One among thevictimswasa
mother of afour-year old, and shedaredtoplead
tothedemonsfor her lifeasher death could
bethedeath of her childtoo. Their assenttoit
wasconditional. “ Disrobeyourself or die.”

It was not the only episode. There were
many, unnoticed, unlamented, unavenged. For
thewomen of Manipur, not only thecountry,
theentireworld standsstunned.

Our compositeculture, Constitution, andthe
democraticethosareal sounder threat. Never
had I ndiawitnessed such barbarity. And such
unbridledviolenceaganstwomen, aseventheir
physicality isunder attack, symbolizethema-
cabre conflict asamessage. The absence of
any motivationtotakeactionisalso part of it.
DespitetheFIR registered against theaccused
twomonthsback, only now theauthoritiesare
wakinguptoit. Theviolencecontinues, relent-
lessly. Astheunrest betweentheMeitei and
Kuki communitiescontinuesunabatedinnorth-
east India, authoritiesremainquiet. Silencemay
leadto actionand both sideswarn of civil war.
Withapopulation of threemillion, Manipur, a
statein north-east India, hasbeen witnessto
continuedviolencebetweenthemajority Meitel
community and theminority Kukitribe.Inthe
recent flareup, sinceMay 3, morethan 142
peoplehavebeenkilled. Morethanthousand
havebeenreportedinjured. Morethan sev-
enty thousand havel osttheirhomeandlivelihood.
Therehavebeen set up 272relief campsand
peopleintheir owncountry haveturned refu-
gee looking for shelter, security, food and
medicine. Several thousandshavetakenshelter
inneighboring states. Somehavecometo Delhi
also. Theunrest startedwiththesolidarity rally
by varioustribal groupsunderliningtheissues

Manipur Calling

of social statusandtribal rights. It provoked
distrustincommunitiesespecidly betweenMeities
and Kukies. Two monthsare gone but turmoil
continuesand peaceremainselusive.

TheBJPgovernmentsinthestateand Cen-
trehavefailedthepeopleinthestate. Theethnic
violencehaserupted only after peoplehadto
undergoabsenceof rights. Thelongindifference
towardstheir problemsand failureto address
thecomplexissueof land, identity of social and
cultural issuesamong different communities,
misuse of forest lands, unemployment, equal
accessto educationtoall ethnic groups, poppy
cultivations, containment of different underground

groupsinvalley andhill areas, uncheckedinfil-
trationfrom Mynmar among many other issues.
Thecontinued campaignof RSSlaunchedtodivide
thepeopleonreligiouslines, andtotopitall with
theroleof theA ssam chief minister towardsthe
conflict must becondemned. Theutter failureof
the BJP government in Manipur istheleading
factor inthisentiretragic situation. Stepsmust
betakento get theresignation of thechief min-
ister, disarming of all terrorist groups and
individuals, possessingarmsillegally tobear-
rested. Poppy cultivationinthereserveforest
areasalsomust bestopped. Thedecisiontogive
landtotheAdani groupfor miningandother com-
mercial activitiesthat could changethecharacter
of landand harmtheecol ogical balanceirrevers-
ibly, must be stopped. People must get
rehabilitated, compensated. They must getlive-
lihoodinatimebound period. All highwaysmust
be openedto providetheessential sto people.
Thecasesagainst thefact findingteamof NFIW

|leaders have also been filed on fabricated
groundsand hence must bewithdrawnwith-
out delay. CPI also reiterates its position
towardstheterritorial integrity of Manipur and
unity of their people.

India snorth-eastern stateshaveahistory
of ethnicrivalriesdating back tobeforethecoun-
try becameindependentin 1947. InManipur,
violencehaserupted betweentheMeitel and
theKuki communitiesseveral timesbefore. The
government wasaccused of pursuingpolicies
that discriminated against Kukis, including
forced evictionsthat threatened the security
of their land.

Tensionshaverecently flared betweenthe
two communitiesagain, driveninpart by the
Meitei-controlled stategovernment. Thevio-
lencewassparked by acourt rulinginMarch
that granted themajority Meiteistheright to
buy landinthehills, wheretheK ukispredomi-
nately live, further fuellingfearsthat theirlands,
jobsand opportunitieswoul d betaken away.

Thisprompted protests, mostly by Kuki stu-
dent groups, whichweremet withviolence. By
early May, ithad escalatedintoall-out violence
between K uki and Meitei groups.Thestatewas
swiftly bifurcated along ethniclines, withthe
Meiteisinthevalley andtheKukisinthehills,
eachdefendingtheir territory ontheir own. To
enter theterritory of theopposing tribewas
soon considered to beadeath sentence.

Thoughthestateand central government,
bothruled by theBharatiyaJanataparty (BJP),
haveclaimedthat thesituationhasbeguntocam
down, intermittent clasheshave continuedto
erupt and thosefighting on both sideshave
warned that M anipur remainson the brink of
civil war.

Weall sharethepainand suffering people
in Manipur areundergoing. Weabide by our
Constitution, and would never allow our com-
positeculturetodie. Hence, on July 25, CPI
hasdecidedto haveexclusively our Manipur

Day!

June Inflation at Three-Month High

After slowing for four
monthsinarow, retail infla-
tion accelerated faster than
expectedto athree-month
high of 4.8 per centin June
duetorisingfood pricesfrom
a25-monthlow of 4.31 per
centinMay, potentially de-
laying the likelihood of
monetary easing.

Economists said veg-
etable price shocks may
resultininflationexceeding
the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) Monetary Policy
Committeeforecast of 5.2
per cent for second quarter

New Age Weekly

of thefinancial year. June
retail inflationbased onthe
Consumer Pricelndex had
beenexpectedat 4.3-4.6 per
cent by economists.

“Weanticipatethat the
committee will retain its
hawkish tone in August
2023, keep the repo rate
unchangedandsignal thata
pivot to rate cutsremains
distant,” saidAditi Nayar,
chief economist, ICRA.

The central bank will
likely hold thebenchmark
rate at 6.5 per cent for the
third consecutivetimeat the

next M PC meeting sched-
uled for August 8-10,
accordingtoeconomists. It
had rai sed ratesby 250 ba-
sispoints(bps) last year to
control inflation.

“More caution will be
expressed ontheinflation
front,” said Madan
Sabnavis, chief economist,
Bank of Baroda, noting that
the“inflationtrajectory can
be expected to move up-
wardsgiventhefactthatfood
pricesareontherise.”

Food prices and the
progressof themonsoonwill

bekey factors. “ With high
inflationfor basicfooditems
likerice, pulses, vegetables
and milk, the central bank
will beconcerned about the
adverseimpact on house-
hold inflationary
expectations,” said
CareEdge chief economist
Rajani Sinha. “ Progressof
themonsooninJuly would
bespecificalycritical. If the
gpatial distribution of rain-
fall remainsskewed, itcould
havean adverseimpact on
kharif sowing and further
aggravate food inflation

goingforward.”

Prices are expected to
risefurther thismonth.* July
CPI printisexpectedtobe
elevated duetothesurgein
vegetableprices, inparticu-
lar tomatoes,” said Gaura
Sengupta, Indiaeconomist,
IDFCFirst Bank. “Indeed,
inthefirst half of themonth,
tomato pricesarehigher by
175 per cent. Preliminary
estimate for July CPI is
tracking at 6.5 per cent,
assuming somemoderation
in vegetable pricesin the
second half of themonth.”
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The Communist Party
of India has opposed the
draft proposal for delimi-
tation of Assembly and
Parliamentary Constitu-
enciesof Assam, published
onJune 20 by the Election
Commission of India
(ECI). The CPI does not
consider it necessaryatall
now and has called for
keeping the ongoing exer -
cise at abeyance for the
time being.

The CPI does not op-
posedelimitationasper se
becauseitisaConstitutional
Process. CPI opposesthe
way theentiredelimitation
hasbeenundertaken by the
ECI. Section9(1) A of the
DelimitationAct2002isvio-
lated by the Election
Commissionof India. The
ongoing exerciseal so has
not been undertaken using
the proper methodol ogy. It
does not have objectivity
also. TheBJPisseekingto
usethedelimitationforits
ownpolitica advantage. The
ruling party isalsotryingto
whipup communal passion
ontheissue. Itisviolationof
the provision of People’s
RepresentativeA ct of 1950,
8(a), dividingtheconstitu-
enciesintothreecategories
inthenameof ‘ population
density’ tocommunally di-
videthewholeprocess. Itis
grossly unconstitutional as
theAct hasnoprovisionfor
thiskind of categorization.
TheNationa Council meet-
ing of theCommuni st Party
of Indiatotally condemns
thiseffort.

The Chief Minister of
Assam, Himanta
BiswaSarmahashbeentrying
to spread a fal se sense of
optimismamong theindig-
enouscommunitiesonthe
issue. He hasbeen repeat-
edly asserting that thedraft
document, if implemented
will, safeguard theindig-
enous communities of
Assam. CPI state unit of
Assamdoesnot agreewith
theargument and asserted
that chief minister of Assam
ismakingfaseclaims.Infact,
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the number of Legislative
Constituency(LAC) seats
dominatedby theindigenous
peoplewoulddecreaseif the
draft getsimplemented. The
Lahowal Constituency,
wheretheMattok Commu-
nity hasamgjor influence, will
cease to exist.
Sivasagardistrict,dominated
by indigenouscommunities
will lose one Legislative
Constituency or(LAC).
There are other such ex-
amplesaswell. So, whereis
the question of theindig-
enous people benefitting
fromthedelimitation?The
draft published by ECI itself
isone example of it. The
number of Legislative
ConstituenciesinBarak Val-
ley will get reduced by two
evenasthepopulationinthat
regionhasincreased. Itis
totallyillogical.

Moreover all sectionsof
people of the state from
Barak Valley toNorthBank
are annoyed and full of
anguish.Everywhereprotest
isgoingon.

Our President, on the
request of all thepolitical
partiesof Assam, deferred
thedelimitationexercisein
Assamon February 8, 2008
inter-aliaonthegroundthat
the NRC in respect of
Assam is yet to be com-
pleted. Thesituationtoday
isthesameaswason Feb-
ruary 8, 2008. The CPI
opposesdelimitationbefore
thecompletionof theNRC
work. Inaddition, thedelimi-
tation exercises is being
undertaken onthebasisof
the2001 censusdata, which
isabsurd becausedatathus
collectedwouldbeobsol ete.
The2001 censusfiguresdo
not reflect current demo-
graphicreality. 1fin2021,
censusof Assam population
would have been taken,it
might have been about 350
Lacor so. Delimiting Con-
stituencies now based on

2001 census data means
keeping about 100 Lakh
peopleout of thedelimita-
tion process, which is
undemocraticandunfair.
TheCommunist Party of
Indiaadded that asthisde-
limitationiscarried outon
the basis of 2001 census

data, the number
ofLegislative
Congtituencies nAssamwill

remain unchanged during
post delimitation. Thetotal
number of constituencies
shouldincreaseduring de-
limitation. But theongoing
process does not havethe
provisiontoincreaseseat.
Itonly entail stheexchange
and merger of areasamong
constituencies. Therefore
thisdelimitationwill turnout
to be futile exercise. The
population of Assam has
gone up and basis may be
latest censusdata 2011 or
may be2021. Inthat case,
sincepopulationwould be-
comelarger, thenumber of
Assembly andParliamentary
Constituencieswill alsogo
up. Wearestrivingfor that
only.

AsCountry wisedelimi-
tation process will be
undertakenin2026, accord-
ingto24thamendment of the
Constitution. The present
proposed delimitation in
Assam, whichappearssus-
picious, isnot considered at
all now. At that time, the
number of congtituencieswill
alsoincreaseinall thestates.
Sothedelimitationexercise
inAssam shouldbekeptin
abeyancefor thetimebeing
andisshouldbedoneaong
withtherest of thecountry
onthebasisof |atest update
of censusdata.

CPI added, “Let the
NRCexercisegetover.And
thenundertakedelimitation
inAssam, alongwiththerest
of India as per the latest
censusdata.”

Munin Mahanta

FurthermoreCPI dleged
thattheBJPisinterferingwith
the ECI work that haspre-
pared the draft proposal
whichtheElectionCommis-
sion published recently
either withsomechangesor
nochangeatall. Thenature
of thedraft proposal andthe
general fedinginthestateis
that thedraft proposal has
been prepared by theruling
BJP party under thedirec-
tionof chief minister, Assam.

Party isforcedtoassume
S0, becauseeventhoughthe
ECl isanindependent Con-
stitutional body, under the
current NarendraM odi led
dispensationtherehasbeen
aseriousdilutionintheau-
tonomy of various
ingtitutions. TheBJPgovern-
ment hasbeeninterferingin
thework of suchinstitutions
and bodies. Besides the
Chief Minister had met
UnionHomeMuinister Amit
Shah just days before the
publication of thedraft and
calledfor fast tracking de-
[imitation. Andwithindays
the ECI released the draft
document. We are of the
opinionthat ECI hasceased
to beindependent body.

Theissuedtill remainsthat
of delimitation processbe-
ingdeferredinthreeNorth
Eastern States and J& K
taking in datafrom 2008.
However, the Election
Commission of India has
recently completedthede-
limitationinJ& K using2011
censusdata, whichisnormal.
Butitisarequesttojustify
why in case of Assam for
samedelimitation process,
2001 censusdataare used,
though 2011 censusdatafor
Assamareavailable. This
deviationincaseof Assam,
needsclarification.

The proposed new con-
stituencies should be of

convenient geographical
shape consistentwith the
aforesaid provisionsas Sec-
tion9(1) (a) of Delimitation
Act,2002. Therecently pub-
lisheddraftisnotareflection
of this sound and logical
principle, CPI asserts.

Someeminent persondi-
tiesof Assam havealready
approached the Supreme
Court against thedelimita-
tion exercise. The matter
relatingto delimitationis
pending beforethe Supreme
Court as the matter was
challengedinabatch of pe-
titionsled by writ petition.
Thematter hasbeen listed
forfinal hearing. TheECI
should not have published
thedocumenttill thecaseis
settled.

Theeleven political par-
ties, among them Assam
Pradesh Congress Party
(APCC); Raijor Dal; Assam
JatiyaParishad; Assam
Trinamool Congress; Indian
National Congress, Thestate
committeesof Communist
Party of India, Communist
Party of India (Marxist),
Communist Party of India
(Marxist-Leninist) Libera-
tion, RashtriyaJanataDal,
JanataDal (United) Assam
Pradesh Committee, and
representativeof theabove
mentioned opposition par-
ties have visited various
placesandtakenviewsof the
citizens and prepared the
jointmemorandumbasedon
feedback receivedfromthe
masses to hand over the
ElectionCommissionof In-
dia and meet the national
|eadership of theaforesaid
11 political parties. Accord-
ingly, they visited CPI office
too and satisfied and re-
guested our leadership to
adopt aresolutionandre-
|leasetothepress.

AsJduly 11,2023isthelast
datefor submittingobjection
totheElectionCommission

On Page 12
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CPI M P Opposes Sarva Sewa Sangh Demolition

Thefollowingisthetext
of the letter to prime
minister NarendraModi,
written by Communist
Party of India national
council secretary and
leader of Parliamentary
group of
CPI,BinoyViswam, on July
23,2023 urging himtostop
immediately bulldozing of
SarvaSewaSangh in
Varanasi:

| writethisletter tocon-
vey to you about the
distressingdevelopmentsin
your own L okSabha con-
stituency. It seemsthat the
informationabout suchdis-

turbing activitiesareyetto
reachyou, or of whichyou
havenot taken noteof. The
campus of the
SarvaSewaSangh in
Varanas isbeingdemolished
by theadminisiration.Among
those protestingthemove
were several followers of
MahatmaGandhi, |eadersof
political parties, academi-
cians and civil society
activistsandthey wereall
arrested. Theadministration
wishes to demolish the
seven-decadesold campus
which housesapublishing
house, alibrary, afreepre-
school, aK hadiBhandar and

astatueof MahatmaGandhi
tobuildaguest houseinits
place.

The SarvaSewaSangh
wasfounded back in 1948
by luminarieslikeAcharya
VinobaBhave, DrRajendra
Prasad, KakaKalelkar and
Jayaprakash Narayan to
unite“al constructivework-
ersengagedindifferentfields
in the country to achieve
Swarag] based on the phi-
losophy of Sarvodaya” as
dreamt by Gandhiji. The
Varanasi campus of the
SarvaSewaSangh cameinto
existencethroughtheefforts
of VinobaBhave, Lal

Bahadur Shastri, Babu
Jagjivan Ram and
Jayaprakash Narayan to
organizepublishingactivities
to propagate Gandhianide-
als to the people of the
country.Anorganizationwith
suchrichhistory and contri-
butionbeingdemolishedin
your own constituency isa
clear betrayal of Gandhian
idedls.

Very recently, whileun-
veiling abust of Mahatma
Gandhi in Hiroshimayou
said: “TheGandhianideals
of peaceand harmony rever-
berate globally and give
grengthtomillions” Looking

at the destruction of anor-
ganization which is
committed to spread the
same Gandhian ideals, it
seemsthat you remember
Gandhiji only onforeigntrips
whiledismantling hiswork
andthoughtsat home.

Inthiscontext, | urgeyou
to stand up totheoccasion
insolidarity withthepeople
of Varanasi, immediately
stop the bulldozing of
SarvaSewaSangh and pro-

tect the organization so
closdly linkedwithMahatma
Gandhi.

ket the Others Say...

Never ending saga

Thelegal wrangling betweenthe Centreand the Del hi government
over thecontoursof their respective powersisanever-ending saga.
Inthelatest round, thelegality of therecent ordinance to createanew
schemetoregulateservicesin Delhi will bescrutinised by aConstitu-
tionBench. It will bethethird such five-member Benchto examine
therespectivepowersof thetwowarringentitiesinthelast few years.
Thecrux of theissueisthat theordinancehassought to nullify arecent
Constitution Bench verdict that ruled that the subject of * Services’,
covered under Entry 41 (StateList), will fall under the executive
and legislativedomainsof the Delhi government, and not that of the
Centre. TheCourt’searlier reasoningwassimple: Article239AA, which
governstheaffairsof theNCT of Delhi, excluded only threesubjects
fromtheDelhi government’spurview — police, publicorder andland
— andthat it could exercisecontrol over theremaining subjects. As
‘Services wasnot oneof theexcluded subjects, it upheldthe Del hi
government’ sremit over appointments, postingsandtransfers. Itruled
that any attempt to expand the Centre’ sambit by excluding the sub-
ject of serviceswould go against the constitutional schemeof Delhi’s
governance.

Thethree-judge Bench that referred the ordinance matter to a
Constitution Bench hasnoted that thecreation of anew * Authority’ to
regulate’ services' effectively amendsArticle239AA of theConstitu-
tion becauseit becomesafourth subjectinthelist of excluded ones.
However, thismay not necessarily invalidateit. Clause7 of Article239A A
allowsParliament to enact laws* for giving effect to, or supplement-
ing” theArticle. Further, it stipul atesthat such alaw woul d not bedeemed
anamendment tothe Constitution, evenif it hassuch an effect. While
the Court hasconceded Parliament’ spower to enact such alaw, it has
indicated that it can examinewhether the exerciseof such power is
valid. TheCourt hasal so noted acontradiction: whileit appearsfrom
oneclausethat the existing governancestructureof Delhi cannot be

altered, another clauseseemstoallow this. This, it says, requiresa
ruling. Onthelegal side, thelarger Bench may beableto delineate
thecontoursof Parliament’spower to makelawsunder Clause7, and
rulewhether whileexercising suchapower, it can abrogatethe gov-
ernanceprinciplesof Delhi.

Courtesy: TheHindu
What isup with theban?

Goodintentionscanonly takeanybody sofar. It’sbeenover ayear
sincetheUnionenvironment ministry notifiedrulesto prohibit themanu-
facture, import, stocking, distribution, saleand useof severa single-use
plasticitems. Thelist of itemswassensibleinsofar astheir “highlit-
tering potential” wasconcerned. But evenamongthosewho haveheard
of thisban, heedingit hasbeen patchy. Thestatepollution control boards
that hardly cover themselvesinglory whenit comesto enforcing other
environmental standards, did not sweat over thisoneeither. Somestate
governmentsdotaketheissueseriously.

Karnatakabanned SUPsin 2016 and Bruhat Bengal uru M ahanagara
Palikehasbeen activewith both awarenessdrivesand punitive mea-
sures. Yet, progressremainsunsatisfactory. That’ sbecause SUPsare
integral totoo many small businesses. Thealternativesneedto com-
peteon cost, convenienceand massavailability. Thisneedstobea
governmental priority. Increasesupport for themost promisingrecy-
clable/ compostableinnovationsand hel pthemreach scale.

Of course, theenvironmental dangersriseduringthemonsoon, as
plasticwasteisasignificant risk-multiplier for flooding. In Delhi,
kilometreslong drainscan be seen choked with garbageeveninthe
dry seasons. Mumbai hasthe sameproblem, only it drainsal ot of the
plasticintothesea. The Greater Hyderabad M unicipal Corporation
hasreported that plastic waste comprisesasmuch as 70 per cent of
material desilted fromwater bodiesand nal as. Remember that once
citiesproperly collect all thiswaste, they would next faceamassive
landfill challenge. Reducing usageistheonly sustainablesol ution. But
commerce smass vedependency ontheseplasticscannot just bewished
away.

Courtesy: The Timesof India
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Since 1984, multinational corporations oper at-
ingintheagricultureindustry haverealizedthat with
theincrease in human population, the need to pro-
ducemorefooditemswill goup. Thiscreatesagreat
possibility for profit if steps are taken to establish
control overthefoodindustry. Hencethe GATT meet-
ing held in 1987 in Uruguay collapsed as
multinationalsandtheir supporting governmentsin
developed countriesinsisted to expose agriculture
toafreemarket viamulti-lateral negotiationsthrough
reversing protectionism and other structural mea-
sureswhich could not bedonewith GATT. Soon after
GATT was abandoned, and its place was taken over

by WTO in 1995.

utasmost devel
opingcountries
wanted to pro-

tecttheir farmersalongwith
their peopleand maintain
their self-relianceinthefood
supply, they opposed these
measuresand certain con-
cessionsweregiventothem
till 2010. But theintegration
of the food industry
intoi nternational trade be-
came areality and most
governments were com-
pelledtotakestepstoface
thisand create policiesto
facilitate the integration
ofthefoodindustry to mul-
tinational trade under the
concretecontrol of multina-
tionals. It was previously
assumed that developed
countriesareindustrially
advanced and hence
agribusinessisnottheirforte.
Butitisclear fromtradedis-
cussions between US and
Chinathat themaininterest
of theUSisinselling soya
and other agricultural prod-
ucts to the huge Chinese
market. It wasthemain part
of thediscussion.

Similarly, multinational
industries, supplyinghybrid
or modified seeds, fertiliz-
ers, and pest control
medicines, are alsointer-
ested in targeting
agriculturaly dominant,de-
veloping, and
under-developed
countries.Besidesthis, there
are about eight to ten big
multinational firmsthat con-
trol the pricesof bananas,
maze, coffee, cocoa, rice,
and other agricultural prod-
ucts in the market and
dictatethe prices.India

whichhasahugeagriculture
businessisof special inter-
est to them. Hence our
country isatargeted hubfor
theprofit making foodin-
dustry, particularly
multinational and
bigbusiness.Indianfarmers

intheearly daysof indepen-
dence struggled against
Zamindarsandbiglandlords
for thedistribution of land.
‘Land to thetiller’ was a
popular slogan andmany
stategovernmentsparticu-
larly theleft government of
Kerala and WestBengal
successfully implemented
land distribution. Commu-
nist-led Kisan Sabhawas
very powerful inraisingthis
demand. Slowly
feudal ownership in most
statesstartedgivingway.The
policy pursued by the
governmentresultedincre-
atinganew capitalist section
that particularly grew com-
mercial crops.However, the
famineof 1966 exposedthe
weaknessof these orienta-
tions. The dependenceon
foreign countriesfor food
also came to light. This
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Food for Profit: India
Stands as a Target

pavedway forastrategy for
self sufficiency in food.
Greenrevolutionassisted by
new hybridseeds, irrigation
facilitiesand credit support
assisted by bank nationaliza-
tiontofarmerstransformed

India into a self-
sufficientcountry and an
exporter of grains.

The importance of the
roleof governmentinthis
should beemphasi zed asat
present thereisatrend to
undermineit and promote

privatization. Therole of
government in MSP and
controllingmandisisalsoto
beremembered. Now after
theWTOformationin 1995,
multinationalsalongwithbig
Indianmonopoliesaretar-
getingM SPsandinsistingon
theprivatization of Mandis
in thename of
competition.Farmers, par-
ticularly from Punjab, West
Uttar Pradesh, Haryana,
and some partsofMadhya
Pradesh and Rgjasthanare
awareof thesedesignsand
have so farresisted the
movestodampen M SPand
theroleof Mandisandhence
they foughtagainst the BJP
government’smovetobring
threefarmlawstofacilitate
thetakeover of Indian agri-
culture by multinationals.
Thefarmersstruggledfor
morethanelevenmonthsand

Dr B K Kango

succeeded to get themove
foiled.

Theexperienceof farm-
ersafter thewithdrawal of
three farm laws by the
BJPgovernmentiscontrary
totheir expectations. It was
proclaimedthat by 2022the
farmers’ incomewould be
doubled. Thishasnot hap-
pened. On the contrary,
duetotheriseintheprices

of input, their incomeisad-
versely affected. Though
thereisamarginal risein
MSP, it has not become a
law and may bewithdrawn
any time.Recently, the
M aharashtrastate govern-
ment has declared that
instead of rations, cash sub-
sidiesor food couponswill
begiventothepeople. This
isaclearcut danger that can
adversely destroy thepublic
distribution system for
which MSP isimportant.
H e n ¢ e |,
farmers organizationsare
determined to continue
theirstruggleandthetrade
unionswho fought for the
publicdistribution system
areactively withthefarm-
ers.

Theworldvisionof coun-
triesexcept Chinaisof the
agricultureindustry being

dominatedbymultinational s
andbigindustrial housesin
theirhomeand. Inthisvision,
thefarmerswill besubordi-
nated as workers and
vendorsinstead of treating
them asthe owners of the
land. As more than sixty
percent of ourpopulationis
dependent on agriculture
andrelatedindustries, sucha
policy will bedisastrous. We
need adifferent policy in
whichtheindependenceof
farmersandtheir right and
ownership over their land
and product is protected.
For this, it isnecessary to
providethemwithfinance
andtechnology to compete
internationally. The role
ofgovernmentinthisisvital.

Becauseof farmers’ sui-
cidesand protestsignited by
theseevents, many govern-
mentsincludingthestateand
Uniongovernmentsareas-
sisting farmers through
financial benefits. Itishigh
timethat thelndiangovern-
mentasoinvestsinproviding
technology tofarmersand
competesinternationally, to
increaseproductivity. The
Left forcesmust usetheir
influenceinpressurizingthe
government to implement
suchapolicy andcombat the
multinational takeover of
Indianfarming.

Otherwise, BJP'sUS
modd of scrappingthepublic
distributionsystemandre-
placingitwithfood coupons
or cash subsidies to help
multinational swill beimple-
mented. This would be a
catastrophefor farmersand
ordinary peopleof thecoun-
try.

Thepresent BJPgovern-
mentwhichissubservientto
theinternational and domes-
ticcapital interestscannotbe
expectedtoplay thisroleof
protectinglndianfarmers.
Hence, defeating BJP in
2024 is necessary
forfarmers’ and
workers'interests.

New Age Weekly



Take Remedial Steps to

Save Tirupur Hosiery: CPI

Communist Party of In-
dia Lok Sabha MP K
Subbarayan demandedim-
mediateremedia measures
toprotectthehosiery indus-
try asit is facing basic
exisgtentia problems.Hewas
speakingintheHouseonJuly
20,2023, under Rule377 as
he called for protective
measurestorescueit.

HetoldtheHousethat the
Tirupur hosiery industry is
facing unprecedented prob-
lems. Morethan half of the
companiesareclosed. Rea-
sonsfor theseverecollapse
include demonetization,
GST, unstable and
spiralingcosts, increased
electricity charges, etc.
Tirupurisamajor hosiery
hub and hasexport trade
networkstoall fiveconti-
nents. He pointed out that
theTirupur industry earns
substantial foreign remit-
tanceand createsextensive

employment opportunities.
It providesemployment to
migrant workersfrom sev-
eral states. Theclosure of
MSMEs has severely im-
pacted the socio-economic

on July 23,2023 K
Subbarayan demanded to
imbuefundsto protect the
textileand apparel sector.

Thetextileand apparel
sector inIndiaisfacing a

fabricof thisarea.

HeurgedtheUniongov-
ernment totakeimmediate
remedial measuresto pro-
tectthehosiery industriesof
Tirupur.

InfuseFundsto Tex-
tileand Apparel
Sectors

InalettertoPiyush Godl,
Unionminister for Textiles

historically unprecedented
financial crisis. Thissector
providesfor major employ-
mentonly nexttoagriculture.
Thetextileministry reports
say that45millionpeopleare
directly employed and 60
millionareemployedinthe
aliedindustries.Acrisisin
thesesectorsaffectsnot only
the economy but also the
socio-economic lives of

millionsof people.

Since 2014 the textile
sector has stagnated. The
apparel sector hassuffered
aseveresetback. Theglo-
bal market shareof textiles
and apparel has declined
significantly. Thisisdueto
the government’s topsy-
turvy policiesand ongoing
neglect of theindustry.

Demonetization, GST,
highcost of power, andfluc-
tuating cost of cotton and
polyester yarn havecaused
thecrisis. The 11 percent
import duty imposed on
cotton hascreated uneven
competitionintheinterna-
tional market. The crony
capitalist policies on the
polyester manufacturing
sector and man-madefiber
addtothecrisis. Russia—
Ukraineclashes, interna-
tional financial crisis, and
inflation haveimpacted ex-
port-intensiveindustries.
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Banksrefusefreshcreditto
textilemillsat thejuncture
wherethey most needfinan-
cial support.

Thefollowing demands
wereputforwardtothemin-
istry by K Subbarayan for
thergjuvenation of the Tex-
tileand allied sectors.

1. Providecapital in-
fluxtoNTCmillstoproduce
cottonyarnandvalue-added
products.All theNTCmills
are closed and the
government’s contention
that they cannot berundue
to the non-availability of
working capital isunaccept-
able. Thepublic-sector mills
should bemadeviablewith
capital infusion.

2. ltiscontradicting
whenthecottonyieldinthe
country isequivalenttothe
world average the textile
sector suffersdueto price
hikes.A viableproposition
tooptimizethetotal produc-
tion capacity of the cotton
production-oriented NTC
millsinthecountry canhelp
in producing therequired
yarn. Thiswill helpdevelop
cotton productiontoo.

Monolithic View of RSS:
Threat to Public Education

Inthefinal sessionof the
national conventionon* Cri-
sisinHigher Educationin
India” held at JINU, CPI
RajyaSabha MP
BinoyViswam saidthat the
monolithicview of RSSisa
threat to publiceducationas
their view callsfor thearrest
of dissentanddialogue. The
conventionwasorganized by
Federation of Central Uni-
versities Teacher’s
Association (FEDCUTA).
Varioussessionsheaded by
most eminent thinkersand
academicianslikeNivedita
Menon, S.K. Thoratwerethe
highlightsof theconvention.

Inthefinal sessionthemed
New Age Weekly

“Towards an Alternative
Vision and Strategy for
Higher Educationinindia’,
the speakers were M Ps
representingdifferent politi-
cal parties.

Inhiskey noteaddresson
the theme BinoyViswam
said that thestructural cri-
sis of public educationis
resultingfromthestep-moth-
erly treatment fromthe BJP
government. Public sector
educationwhichmadelndia
self-reliantinall sectorsisa
victimof thisdesigntomake
educationapurview of afew
who can pay. Nearly 45
percent of all collegeenrol-
ment in now in private

unaided colleges, 21 percent
inprivateaided college. Al-

most 72.5 percent of pro-
fessional coursestudentsare

inprivatesector.

Every second month a
student commitssuicidein
anlIT asper officia records.
Institutions say that aca-
demicpressurecausessuch
incidents, however those
whocrack themost difficult
examstogetintothesein-
stitutions are confronted
withlack of humanevalues.
Educationwhichisthetool
forimparting thebest heri-
tage of mankindtofuture
generationsisnow building
cogsfor themachinery of
exploitationandalienation.
Academicfreedomisnow
subject toideological cen-
sures. RSS’ continuous
battlewiththepastisresult-
inginrewritingof history and
making educationunscien-

tific. Zero-tolerance for
On Page 11
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Manipur: Severe Academic
Disruption Feared

Withamost all quality
institutionsof learning con-
centrated in the valley,
studentsfromthehill areas
areafraidof re-joiningtheir
classesinthedisturbed state
of Manipur.Academicdis-
ruption in strife-torn
Manipur may prove more
damaging thanthat caused
countrywideby COVID-19
in2020and 2021.

During COVID-19, a
partial saving grace was
onlineteaching. InManipur,
theimmediateimposition of
abanoninternet use, which
iscontinuing, hasruled out
onlineteachingandlearning.
Thisisthesharedview of an
overwhelming majority of
panic-strickenstudentsand
teachersat thisjuncture, as
after thesummer vacation,
institutionsof learningareto
reopeninamatter of days.

Thedisruptionimmedi-
ately followedwidespread
ethnicclashesonMay 3. So
far, hundredsof liveshave
beenlost, nottomentionthe
damage to moveable and
immovableproperty that has
forcedthousandsof people,
including many students, to
takeshelterinrelief camps
started by the Bharatiya
JanataParty-led (BJP) min-
istry.

Narratingthetragedy and
the uncertain future that
staresat thefaceof thestu-
dents, the Kuki Students’
Organisation (KSO) wrote
aletter on July 19 to the
chairmanof theUniversity
GrantsCommission(UGC).
Theorganisationurgedthe
UGC chairmantoseriously
consider relocation of stu-
dents and scholars of
Manipur University and
Dhanamanjuri University to
other Central universities
and permitthemto continue
their education without a
break.

K SO alsodemanded that
original certificatesbeissued
todll victimswhosecertifi-

cateswereburnt/destroyed
intheincidentsof vandalism
andarsonthat continuedfor
daystogether sinceMay 3.

If KSO'’sletterisan ap-
peal tothe UGC chairman,
thestatement of the Federa-
tionof Central Universities
Teachers Associations
(FEDCUTA) soundslikean
indictment of theCentreand
thestategovernment “for a
pal pableadministrativeand
political failure’ inasensi-
tiveborder state.

Thatit’sareflectionon
themisborneout by thefact
that “the Supreme Court of

Reafiarg a7

7 fiwt

L

e S
UNIVERSITY GRaNs COMMISSION

TWEER 797 api
BAHADURSHAH ZAFAR MARG
I NEW DELH110002 | s

“asindividua shavetheright
toexpresstheir opinionon
the complex situation in
Manipur.”

LakhonKma, aprofessor
and president of theNorth
Eastern Hill University
Teachers’ Association, be-
lievesthat students’ careers
will bejeopardised unless
theauthoritiesshow their
determinationtoresolvethe
violent stand-off withafirm
hand whileshowing much-
needed humanitarian
considerations.

The violence and de-
structionof many buildings,

Y

India has taken
suomotu cognisance and
directed theauthoritiesto
submitanactiontakenre-
port.” The statement
referredtothe” deeply dis-
turbing” visualsof sexual
assault and violence on
women, whichsurfacedon
July 19 after being under
wrapssinceMay 4, whenthe
crimeswerecommitted.

With educational institu-
tions reopening after the
summer break, students
wantingtoreturnareunable
to do so in the absence of
safetransport from out of
the state. FEDCUTA has
pledged solidarity with
Kham Khan SuanHausing,
ascholar onthehistory and
politicsof the North-East
and afaculty at the Central
University of Hyderabad,

including schoolsand col -
leges, threw academic
activity outof gear snceMay
3.Schoolswereorderedto
be reopened some days
back, but attendance re-
mainslow. With hundredsof
studentsbeingforcedtoshift
withtheir familiestorelief
camps, whereliving condi-
tionsarelessthanordinary,
itwill betoughaskif students
havetoattend classesinthe
prevailingabnormal circum-
stances.

Itisstrongly believedthat
thesituationwouldnot have
beenasbadif theauthori-
tieshadforesightandmoved
tactfully todiffusethestri-
dent face-off. He suspects
theroleof ‘ non-state’ actors
ininfluencingdecision-mak-
ers.

Imphal and other

Manipur towns were wit-
nessesto severeanger and
scorn vented by alarge
number of organisations,
including those run by
women, over the barbaric
attack perpetrated on the
two women of the Kuki
community allegedly by
radicalised Meitei youths,
whoa sokilledthefather and
brother of theyounger of the
twowomen.

Deemed university
will ruin higher edu-
cationinAndaman

Oppositionismounting
againsttheproposal toform

adeemeduniversity inthe
Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands to govern seven
colleges. Thestudentsmain-
tainthat theformationof the
deemeduniversity will result
inexpens veeducation, put-
ting poor residents of the
islandsat peril.

TheUnionTerritory ad-
ministration recently
publishedthedraft notifica-
tionfor amendmentinthe
memorandumof association
for changing the name of
Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands Legal Education
Society to Netaji Subhas
ChandraBose I nstitute of
Higher Learning Deemed
University. Currently, the
collegesareaffiliatedtothe
Pondicherry University.

Asper Section 3 of the
University GrantsCommis-

STUDY &

STRUGGLE

sionAct, through agazette
notificationthecentral gov-
ernment can declare any
institution of learning, other
thanauniversity, adeemed
university if it hasachieved
higher standardsof research.

Andaman and Nicobar
|lands, hasbeenmobilising
students to oppose the
deemeduniversity proposal.
Theexisting experienceof
deemed universitieshave
been horrificfor poor stu-
dents.

“Eventhoughthedraft
notification has changed
rulesregardingreceiving of
feeunder Clause4h, there
isnoclarity whether therewill
be any monetary support
fromtheUniongovernment.
If they arereally keen on
transferringtheaffiliationto
the new body, why don’t
they striveagainfor acen-
tral university for us?Then
thefeewill becheaper and
employeeswill havetheir
employment and social se-
curity.

When Prime Minister
NarendraModi cametothe
islands, theadministration
put thedeemed university
statusunder thelist of an-
nouncementsbutthey didnot
calculatetheeconomiccost.
They may gettheinitia fund-
ing but the operating cost
hasto betaken care of af-
ter fiveyears. Whowill bear
it?Ultimately, thequality of
educationwill deteriorate
alongwithincreased fees.
Wehadasimilar experience
withAndamancollegewhere
not asinglepersoncouldbe
hired after formingit seven
yearsback.
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- Glimpses of CPI Protest
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CPI Observes Manipur...

From Front Page

months, the Central and
Manipur governments are not
bothered.He demanded that
Manipur government must be
dismissed and president rule
imposed there.

TammineniVeerabhadram,
CPI(M) Telanganastate secre-
tary in his address stated that
communal riotsaretaking place
wherever BJPhasgrownup. In-
fluenceof BJPisincreasingdue
to communalization of society
through riots and communal
tensions. Manipur riotsarepart
of political strategy.

ET Narsimha, state secre-
tariat member, CPI presidedthe
protest meeting while B
Chaayadevi city secretary pro-
posed vote of thanks. DG
NarsimhaRao state secretariat
member, CPI(M), and
MalluLaxmi, CPI(M) also
addressed.V SBose, state sec-
retariat member, CPI, B
Venkatesham, state secretary,
AITUC,Stalin and
KamathamYadagiri city assis-
tant secretaries,
CPI,UstelaSrujana, president,
state unit of NFIW,
Dharmendra, state general sec-
retary, AlIYF, Marupaka Anil
Kumar stategeneral secretary,
Dalit HakkulaPorataSamithi,
Nalini, Saleem,
Nerlakanti Sreekanth al so par-
ticipated.

West Bengal

Theday wasmarked across
the state holding street corner
meetings, marches, demanding
immediate resignation of the
chief minister. Expressing an-
ger against the oppression of
women inthe matriarchal
Manipur society, the leaders
condemned theindifference of
theprimeminister.

The state and
Centralgovernments have
failedto providesecurity tothe
people of Manipur. The Modi
government isencouraging
ethnicriotsandishanding over
Manipur’s natural resources
tothe corporates. If the BJP
succeedsin Manipur, Deucha-
Pachami will not survive. The
tribals of Purulia,Bankura,
Jhargram, WestM edinipur will
loseall their rights.

The day was observed in
everydistrict of the state. No-
table places are Bowbazar ,
Dhakuria, Shyambazarin
Kolkata, Siliguri in Darjeeling,
Sankrail,Andul,Shibpur in
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Howrah, Panshkura,
Nandigram, Kanthi
inPurbaM edinipur, Jhargram,
Kanchrapara, DumduminUttar
24 Parganas, Medinipur,
Khargapur in
PaschimM edinipur.

L eft Front Sit-in Protest: A
sit-in protest programmecalled
by the Left Front was held at
MaulaliCrossinginKolkataon
July 24 to protest against the
heinous andbarbaric eventsin
Manipur and to demand the
immediateresignation of the
chief minister. Theimpact of the
Manipur incident is gradually
spreading towards Mizoram,
Nagalandand  Arunachal
Pradesh. It may gradually spread
to the entire North Eastern
states, various speakers ex-
pressed the fear at the rally.
Eventhough there is a double
enginegovernmentinManipur,
both thestate and Central gov-
ernments have failed to bring
normalcy.

Biman Bose, chairman of the
Left Front, presided over the
rally. Hesaid Manipur hasaglo-
rious history. Today in that
gloriousstatewomen arebeing
subjected to hellish oppression.
We have to stand byManipur.

CPI state council secretary
Swapan Banerjeesaidthat pro-
testsagainst M anipur incidents
are going on across the coun-
try. TheBJPgovernmentsat the
stateand Centre are remaining
silent spectators.Peace must be
brought backto Manipur. Cor-
porate hands are behind this
incidentin Manipur.Thecycle
of plundering the preciousnatu-
ral resourcesof thehillregionis
activethere.

CPI(M) state secretary
Mohammad Sal eem, Suryakant
Mishra, Manoj Bhattacharya,
Jhuma Das, Shivnath Sinha,
Mihir Bain, Prabir Ghosh and
Ashish Chakraborty also
spoke.Apart from Swapan
Banerjee, Kalyan Banerjee,
TapanGanguly, Gautam Roy,
Prabir Deb, Amitabh
Chakraborty, ArunChattoraj
were present on behalf of CPI.

Karnataka

In response to the national
call, protest demonstrations
wereorganizedinvariousplaces
in Karnataka.CPl Karnataka
state council secretary
Saathi Sundaresh, assistant
secretary Amjad, treasurer
ShivrajBiradar, Bengaluru dis-
trict secretary M Satyanand,

AlY FKarnatakastate president
and Bengaluru district CPI as-
sistant secretary, Harish Bala,
Premachandra, Shantraj Jain
participated and addressed the
gathering.

Saathi Sundareshsaid that
Manipur riots are the con-
spiracy to displace the tribals
from forests and allow the
corporatesto | oot theweal th of
the forest.

Inthe protest demonstration
organised at Tumkur, district
secretary Girishand NFIW state
president and CPI state secre-
tariat member Jyothi A
participated. AlY F state secre-
tary and CPI state secretariat
member Santosh HM partici-
pated in the protest
demonstration organized at
Harpanahalli.

Protest demonstrations
wereheldat variousother places
including Bellary, Kalburgi,
Mysore, Davangere, Kudilgi,
Kotturu andHuvinahadugali,
Addressing the protest demon-
stration heldinfreedom parkin
Bangalore party state council
secretary Saathi Sundaresh ac-
cused the central government
andthestate government of fo-
menting communal clashesin
Manipur. He said that the Cen-
tral government has thus far
turned ablind eyetotheraging
ethnic conflict and the state
government isopenly practis-
ingmajoritarian policiestothe
detriment of thetribal commu-
nity. Instead of practising ‘ Raj
Dharma’, the state and Central
governments are fishing in
troubled watersfor petty politi-
cal gains.

Amjad, assistant secretary
of state council also addressed
thedemonstration and said that
the situation in Manipur is
grave, withshutdownsof
internet and of schoolsand col-
leges, lossof livesand personal
property and massdisplacement
of citizens. The CPI Bangalore
district council demands the
resignation of the chief minis-
ter,immediateactionfor seizure
of arms/weaponsfrom private
militia, immediatestop of poppy
farming, provisionsfor neces-
sary commoditiesand services
for thedisplaced communities
andfamilies.

Tripura

The CPI Tripurastate coun-
cil and mass organizations —
NFIW,AlYFandAlSF— con-
ducted week-long movementin

support and extending solidar-
ity withthe people of Manipur.

OnJuly 22, the CPI, NFIW,
AIYF and AISF units jointly
held a candle light protest
march wearing black ribbonin
protest of the heinousand hor-
rificatrocity ontwowomenwho
were paraded naked and later
gangraped by hooligans.

CPI workers gathered near
AgartalaCity Centrewithflags
and candle wearing black rib-
bons on mouth and protested
against the heinous incident.
Theprotest wasled by CPI state
council secretary DrYudhisthir
Das, CPI state assi stant secre-
tary Milan Baidya, CPI |eader
BibhasBhattacharjee, NFIW
leader Tulsi Das Kapali, Jaya
Biswas, SusmitaNandi and oth-
ers.

OnJuly 25,the CPI Tripura
unit observed M anipur solidar-
ity day and demanded the
resignation of chief minister
Biren Singh, Prime Minister
Modi’sstatement in Parliament
andtorestorepeacein Manipur.

The solidarity programme
was led by party state council
secretary DrYudhisthir Das, as-
sistant secretary Milan Baidya,
AlKSleader Rashbihari Ghosh
and others.

On July 12, NFIW state
council held apressconference
condemning the harassment
and FIR on NFIW national fact
finding team that visited
Manipur led by NFIW general
secretary Annie Raja.NFIW
Tripura state leadership
strongly condemned the action
of Manipur state government
and demanded theresignation
of chief minister Biren Singhand
asked to withdraw cases on
NFIW fact findingteamandre-
store peacein Manipur.

Puducherry

A massivejoint demonstra-
tion was held at Com
JeevanandamSquare, Saram,
Puducherry on theforenoon of
July 25.Thedemonstrationwas
presided over jointly by
SSedhuSelvam, assistant sec-
retary of CPI state council and
RRajangam,state secretary of
CPI(M).

| Dinesh Ponniah, national
council member, RViswanathan,
former minister, MAmudhastate
executive member spokefrom
CPI and V Perumalexecutive
committeemember, TMurugan,
SudhaSunderaraman spoke
from CPI(M).Thundering slo-
gans were raised against the
failureof the state and Central
governments to contain the
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atrocities unleashed upon the
vulnerabl e sections of Manipur
people and demanded the res-
ignation of the chief
minister.Morethan 500 people
participated.

OnJuly 13 ademonstration
was held in Puducherry by
INSAF against thegovernment
of Manipur for beinginactivein
controllingtheviolenceandthe
negligence of the Union
government.CPI state council
secretary AM Saleem inaugu-
rated the protest. People
belonging to Christianity and
Muslim communities partici-
pated inagrand way.

Delhi

Three protest programmes
wereheldinDelhi. Inthemorn-
ingademonstrationwasheld at
and around Subzi Mandi
GhantaGharled by Shankarlal,
CPI national council member,
Sanjeev Kumar Ranasecretary
CPI North Delhi district,
Dharampal, Sajda
Begum, Devendra, |slam,Baban
Kumar Singh, CPI Delhi state
council member.

In the afternoon a protest
washeld outside L akshmi Nagar
Metro station gatesled by Kehar
Singh, secretariat member CPI
Delhi stateand secretary of East
Delhi district.

At8pminthenight onwards
candlelight protest washeldin
K, L and M blocks
ofMangol puri. It wasaddressed
by Shankarlal, Mukesh
Kashyap, CPI district executive
member and AITUC deputy
general secretary of Del hi state,
Rajesh Kashyap CPI district
assistant secretary and
Rammurthy AITUC |leader.

All speakerswhileaddress-
ing strongly condemned the
Union government and Mani pur
government for their failure.
They condemned both the gov-
ernments because women in
Manipur areparaded naked and
killed. Women are being tar-
geted. Situationwasallowedto
worsen to the level that one
community against another is
fighting.

Punjab

A massive rally was orga-
nized by CPI Ludhianadistrict
along with Punjab IstriSabha
Ludhianadistrict, Indian Doc-
torsfor Peaceand Devel opment,
Bharat Jan GyanVigyanJatha
and other such social organiza-
tions. Despitethefact that the
situation wasdeteriorating day
by day, the prime minister com-

On Page 14
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Wide discussions are
being held onchanging 100
citiesintosmart citiesinthe
country. The concept is
basedondigitalization, beau-
tification, high-risebuildings,
bigflyovers, widespacesfor
cars to run on the roads,
luxury parks, etc. Littleis
being said about i ssuesthat
relate to the needs of the
commonman. Withtheur-
ban populationinIndiaat
35.39 per cent in 2021,
thereisaneedtodevelopthe
citiestomeet thesocio-eco-
nomic requirements and
improvethequality of lifeof
all sectionsof society.

Theconcept of asmart
city variesfrom personto
personandamongdifferent
strataof society. For arich
man, thebeautificationof the
city, bigmalls, wideroadsto
ply their cars, shining bright
lightswithglaringnightlife,
big flyovers and un
derpasses, and decorated
entry pointstothecity isthe
meaning of thesmart city.
But for apoor man and hut-
met dweller, a moderate
house, cleandrinkingwater,
sanitation, unbrokenroads,
regular electricity supply,
footpathtowalk ontheroad-
side, lanefor accident-free
cycling& two-wheelerride
would be a better city. A
vendor would want, clean
vending zonesfreefromthe
threats of the Mafia and
unnecessary glitchescaused
by thelocal body adminis-
tration. A poor/
low-middle-incomefamily

would behappy withajob
andwagetobeableto pur-
chase a piece of land to
live. For senior citizens,
security isthemost impor-
tantinview of theeveryday
increasingincidentsof vio-
lenceagainst them.
Thereislarge-scalemi-
grationtothecitiesinsearch
of jobsandlivelihood. They

needaplacetolivebutinthe
absenceof any government
support they havetolivein
shantiesintotally sub-human
unhygienic conditions. A
smart city should ensure
proper housingforthemall.It
isthereforeimportantthatthe
concept of a smart city
should bereconceptualized
inamanner that caterstothe
needs of all citizens. The
basicslikecleandrinking
water supply, electricity,

Monolithic View ...
From Page 06

anythingthatisdifferent, critical, or diverseistargetedkilling
thevibrancy of university campuses—BinoyViswamsaid.
Narrating hispersonal experience, hesaidthat for query
raisedtothePressInformation Bureau (PIB) hereceived
thevaguest answersfromtheconcerned minister. Thismakes
itevident that thereisnoforumfor appeal, thereareno
domainexpertsand therearenoindependent membersto
determinetheveracity of anything.
Theaddresswasconcludedwithareminder that inthe
tusslebetweentruth and official propaganda, though both
areactive, itisthegovernment that saysthelast word,

officialy.
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Smart Citiesmust be Based
on Equality, Justice

sanitationfacilities, facilities
for al typesof waste man-
agement, good public
transport, unbrokenroads,
andlow-cost housingshould
bethepriority. Acommon

man al so needs good hos-
pitalsto meet health needs
at affordablecost and needs
schoolsfor affordablequaity
education.

Thereisalsoaneedfor
parkswithgreencoverinall
types of colonies. Subsi-
dized solar panels on
buildings, sothat everyone
couldaffordtheirinstallation
istheneed of thehour. Foot-
pathsfor thedisabled and
ordinary pedestrians, braille
linkedmobility facilitiesfor
thevisually handicappedare
essential. Digitalization,
which in modern timesis
essentia for governanceand
communication should
supplementandfacilitatethe
above.

Butall theaboveisfar
fromadream in the cities
earmarked to be smart cit-
ies. Rains that inundated
severad partsof thenorthern
region of thecountry have
exposed the claims of the
smart citiesproject concep-
tualized by thegovernment

Dr. Arun Mitra

of India. Wehavewitnessed
how thereiswater logging
inthecitiesincluding the

capital of thecountry. With
brokenroads, thecommut-
ers met with accidents.
Several houses got sub-
mergedinthedirty water of
seweragedrains. Thesmart
city claim has been thus
washedaway intherains.

Thegovernment of In-
dia has allocated nearly
500crore per city to make
them smart by June 2023.
Thisdeadlinehasalready
beenmissed. Alongwiththe

100 proposed smart cities,
thereare640930villagesin
Indiathat needto bebrought
under thefocusbut arecom-
pletely out of the
government’spriorities.

Under the circum-
stances when the
government admitsabject
poverty inthecountry and
has to distribute five kg
grainsandonekglentil(dal)
to 80 crorepeople, uneven
spending somuchamountto
makeafew bigcitiessmart
iscompletely unwarranted.
Itistimethat thegovernment
reorientsits prioritiesto-
wardsevendevel opmentfor
all thecitiesandvillagesin-
stead of focusingon afew
bigcitiestoprovidefacili-
tiestothecorporatebusiness
model.

The concept of “smart
cities” should bereshaped
based ontheethicsof equal-
ity andjustice. Thereshould
beafocusonurbanpoverty,
inequality, creationof strati-
fication astheseevilscan
produceerosionandderail-
ment of productivity and
prosperity inthelong run of
smart cities. The policy-
making should also be
rura -centricasthedevel op-
ment of villagesand rural
populationissubstantial in
achievinginclusiveandsus-
tainablegrowth.
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Unemployment to Rise Over
8.4 per cent by July End

Unemployment ratein
ndia has been rising this
month.AsonJuly 21, unem-
ployment rateonthebasi sof
30 days moving average
roseto 8.4 per cent which
isover 0.4 per centmorethan
thelast month, accordingto
thelatest CMIE data, which
indicatesthat themonth of
Julymay endwith employ-
ment ratehigher than 8.4 per
cent. Graduates are now
most worried|otwithunem-
ployment rate is over the
doublethenational average
for all unemployed people.

Onthebasisof aCMIE
survey of pan-Indiahouse-
hold, a study by Natasha
SomayyaK hasestimated
that theunemployment rate
among graduates was at
16.95 per cent in the
guarterending on June 30,
2023 whichwasmorethan
doubletheaverage unem-
ployment rate of8.16 per
cent. Despite high labour
parti ci pation among gradu-
ates, the share of people
whowere able to secure
employmentisnotveryim-
pressive. The starkly
higher-than-
averagegraduate
unemployment rateiscon-
cerning, thestudy warned.

TheCMIE datahasre-
vededthatinthefirstquarter
of thefinancial year 2023-

Dr Gyan Pathak

24 (April-June) the
workforcewasdominated
by poorly educated people.
Among all employed,
47.6per cent of the
workforce in India were
educated uptoonly Sthstan-
dard, followed by 39.6
percent 10th-12th standard

i~

and only 12.8 per cent
graduatesand above.

Indiamust beconcerned
onsuchatrendinthelabour
market, at atimewhenin-
flation hasbeenrisingagain
sinceApril 2023 whichis
likely tocrossfiveper cent
inJuly. Foodinflationand
spirallingfood priceshave

CPI Opposes Delimitation...

From Page 03

of India, therepresentation of the eleven partiesdecided
tovisit Chief Election Commissioner. Accordingly wesent
|etter for appointment at any timeduring July 6to 8, 2023
according to their convenience. The entire delegation
awaited the appointment. But The Chief Election officer
continuedto keep mum. So it wasdecided to hand over
thememorandum physically to ECI. Meanwhile, thebar-
ricadeswere put up to stop usfrom meeting CEO. We
satinthereceptionand staged Dharna. Aswestarted Dharna,
oneofficer wassent to takethe memorandum. We handed
over thememorandumto CEO.

CPI national council meeting expressed deep concerns
at theattitude of the Chief Election Officer whichwasin

noway calledfor.
New Age Weekly

madethecost-of-livingcrisis
even bitter for majority
ofunemployed workforce.
Moreover, thelack of any
social security coveragehas
exacerbatedtheir already
miserablecondition.

Incidentally, the G20
Labour and Employment
Ministershad beenmeeting
on July 20-21 inlndore,
whichwashosted by India,
under itsG20 presidency for

IPLOYME

y ) _‘ ,

the current year to focus
onthree main topics: ad-
dressing the global skills
gaps, extending social pro-
tectionto platformandgig
workers, and sustainable
financingfor national social
protection system.

Indiasuffersfromall the
three—thereisalargeskill
gap, not evenasinglepro-
vision forsocial security
coveragefor about 76 per
cent of theworkforce, and
thereislittlefundingforthe
national social protection
system.

Indiahad calledfor the
ministerial purportedly to
accelerateprogressonthe
threeissue, addressingskills
gaps, extending social pro-
tection, and sustainable
fundingforit, and thegood
newsisthat Ministersof the
G20 nationshaveagreedon
specific policy priorities
onthefirsttwoof thesechal-
lenges and only a set of

saidthelLO Director-Gen-

policy optionsregardingthe
third.

However, itwouldmeans
socia protectionwould con-
tinueto suffer duetolack of
fundsinthenear future.

“At present, the global
employment divideisdeep-
eninginthefaceof global
shocksandrisks, withlow-
incomecountriesbeingleft
further and further behind,”

W v

eral, Gilbert F. Houngboto
theassembled Ministersat
thelndoremeet.

Giventheskillsgapin
India, thehighrateof unem-
ployment among the
educated, both duetolack of
sufficient jobs and poor
schooling as well as the
mediocrequality of educa-
tiononoffer atmost colleges,
India must take seriously
some of therecommenda-
tions made at theG20
Ministerial. Itisimportant
sinceemployability rate of
collegestudentshaveless
than50per cent, andfor arts
andcommerceitislessthan
30 per cent. A UNICEF
report had saidthat nearly
half of all undergraduatestu-
dents, whichare80 per cent
of al collegestudents,study
intheleast employabledis-
ciplines.

“Regions where skills
gapsarepervasivearealso
morelikely to experience

July 30-August 05, 2023

highunemployment”, said
Richard Samans, thelLO’s
Sherpatothe G20 and Di-
rector of theLOResearch
Department. “Inaturbulent
time, ‘investmentinpeople
restores the  trust
iningtitutionsand helpsbuild
a new social contract.
Therefore, massiveinvest-
mentinskillsisneededmore
than ever, as we face the
needtoachievesocialy just
greenanddigitaltransitions,”
headded.

But to make further
progress, andtotacklegen-
derinequality inparticular,
actionmust focuson promot-
ing more and better
employmentfor theyouthby
investing in economic
sectorswith highyouthem-
ployment potential and
improving the quality of
employment to
provideincentivesfor labour
market participation, under-
lined the ILO
Director-General.
InvestmentsinTechnical and
Vocational Education and
Training(TVET) andqual-
ity apprenticeships
andcombining activelabour
market policieswithincome
support areal sovery impor-
tant to reachthe most
disadvantaged youth, he
added.

ThelLOhascalledfora
commonlanguageonskills
andqualificationstofacili-
tate cross-country
comparability and mutual
recognition of skills. The
ILO,withthe OECD, will
launchafeasibility study for
agloba skillstaxonomy that
will beavailableby theend
of 2026.

Indiamust work hardon
the ground, since the big
words are of noworth for
theunempl oyedyouth, both
maleandfemale, if they are
not gettingjobopportunities.
Skill and educationlevel of
our workforcemust bemade
relevantand upgradesinthe
present context of
fastchanging
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he occasion of

70" anniver

sary,onJuly 26,
afailedmilitary operationon
July 26, 1953 |ed by Fidel
Castrosettheirreversible
beginningof theCubanrevo-
lutionary process. InCuba,
commemorativeactivities
began ontheMoncadaand
CarlosManuel deCéspedes
barracks, led by Fidel
Castrowiththeaimof over-
throwing thedictatorship of
FulgencioBatistawhowas
backed by the United
States.A setback can be-
comegreat victory.

TheHerediaTheater in
Santiago de Cubawasthe
venueforanartisticgalato
celebratethe508thanniver-
sary of thefounding of the
city andthe70thanniversary
of the assault on the
Moncada and Carlos
Manuel de Céspedes bar-
racks.

Thisactivity wasattended
by thePresdent of theidand,
Miguel Diaz-Canel,among
other Cubans. The event
wasattended, among oth-
ers, by theYouth Symphony
Orchestra of the Esteban
Salas Conservatory and
dance students from the
JoséMariaHerediaProfes-
sional School of Arts.

ActorsMaikel Eduardo
andDalialL eyvadeclamed
thepoem*“BanderaMia”.
Duringthegala emblematic
|andscapes of the eastern
Cuban provincewerepro-
jected.

Inadditiontothisactiv-
ity, foreign cultural groups
will offer traditional shows,
itwasreported.

Theevent that wascon-
sidered thebeginning of the
struggleagainsttheBatista
dictatorship, which culmi-
nated in 1959 with the
triumphof therevolutionled
by Fidel Castro, issched-
uled to take place in the

Moncada Barracks Assault:
Setback Can Lead to Victory

province of Santiago de
Cuba.

The Cuban president
said aslong asthe United
Statesingistsontramplingon
thenational unity, the Cu-
bans have a Moncada to
assault, referringtotherevo-
lutionary feat.

Regarding the current
Stuationinhiscountry, Diaz-
Cand severely criticizedthe

U.S. blockade and de-
scribeditasoneof themain
factorsthat havebeenlim-
iting the economic
development of Cubafor
morethan six decades.

Citizen Divers

Restor e Seagr ass
to Sa ve Climate

Just of f the coast of Kiel
innorthern Germany, scuba
diversusehandtrowelsto
dig up emerald green
seagrass shoots complete
withrootsfromadenseun-
derwater meadow,
delicately shaking off the
sediment before placing
theminyellow bags. Back
onland, they storetheshoots
inlargecooling boxes, be-
foreheadingout thenext day
toabarrenareafurther north
toreplantthemincircles.One
diver holdsaline, andthe

other usesittonavigatethe
murky waters and swim
around him, saysaReuter
report.

They hopethispai nstak-
ing work, part of a new
projectthat trainslocal citi-
zens to restore seagrass
meadowsintheBaltic Sea,
can help tackle climate
change. The meadowsact
asvast natural sinksthat can
storemillionsof tonnes of

carbon, but they havere-
duced sharply over thelast
century dueto worsening
water quality, scientistssay.
“It’slikeunderwater gar-
dening,” said Lea
Verfondern, 21, aveterinary
assistantwhowaspart of the
first batch of citizensto at-
tendthetraininginearly July.
“Everyoneshould makea
contributionto protecting
theenvironment becauseit...
affects us all,” said
Verfondern, beforedonning
afull wet-suitwithahood.

Seagrasses store more
than twiceasmuch carbon
fromplanet-warmingcarbon
dioxide (CO2) per square
milethanforestsdoonland,
accordingtoa2012 study.
Theplantsal sohelp support
fisheriesand protect coasts
fromerosion. Europealone

lost onethird of itsseagrass
areas between the 1860s
and 2016, one 2019 study
found, releasing carboninto
theatmosphere and speed-
ing up global warming.

Whilethereareotherini-
tiativestorestoretheplants
worldwide, the Sea Store
Seagrass Restoration
ProjectinKiel, runby the
GEOMARHelmholtzCen-
trefor Ocean Research, is

Diary of

| nternational

=AVES
C. Adhikesavan

oneof thefirst that aimsto
enablecitizenstodo so au-
tonomously. Verfondern, 6
other diversand someland
volunteers planted some
2,500 plants during the
weekend coursein July.

Re-Greeningthe Sea:
Leading the Baltic Sea
seagrassinitiativeisAngela
Stevenson, apost-doctoral
researcher at GEOMAR
whoplantedthreetest fields
inrecent years, discovering
shootsweremoreresilient
than seeds. Stevenson de-
veloped the course,
encompassinganonlinepre-
sentation as well as
hands-ontraining, to speed
up theplanting. Maritime
conservation group Sea
Shepherd fielded thefirst
round of volunteers and
organised gear, food, shel-

tersand permits.

“Ouraimistoscaleitup
after thispilot period,” said
Stevenson. “ Theultimate
goal istore-greentheBal-
ticSea.” MartinLampe, 52,
oneof thevolunteers, said
theBaltic Seahad changed
somuchsincehewent div-
ingthereinhisyouththat he
felt hehad no choicebut to
helpout.

“Daysliketoday show
meweredlly cangetahandle
onthesituationif enough
peoplecontribute,” thel T

" techniciansaid. Stevenson

saidtheGEOMARteamwas
alsoresearchinghowresis-
tant seagrass was to
temperaturerises. It hopes
tobreed moreheat-resistant
strains since, unlike fish,
seagrassescannot migrate
to cooler climes as the
oceanswarm.

Theteam al so continues
topick flowering seagrassto
harvest seeds, and experi-
ment with plantingthemon
theseabed. If it canfind a
way todothissuccessfully,
itwouldoffer afar lessla-
borious method of
restoration. Usingitscurrent
approach, itwouldtakehalf
amillion divers, planting
shootsfor 12 hoursaday for
anentireyear, torestoreall
thelost seagrassintheBal-
tic Sea along Germany’s
coast, Stevenson estimated.

Eventhen, their efforts
wouldonly accountfor atiny
fraction of German emis-
sions.“Wewill havetothink
upnewtechnologiesthathelp
usremove (carbon) artifi-
ciallytoo,” shesaid.“Butif
we have the nature-based
solutionsfor storing carbon
already, wemightaswell use
it.”
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CPI Observes Manipur...

From Page 10

pletely ignored the crisis-rid-
den situation. When a very
important state like Manipur
was burning, he was busy on
foreign tours.

Itisnow fully clear that the
government waswell aware of
thehorrificviolence of thena-
ked parade of women and rape
onMay 4. Butthey hidit. Itis
asymbol of their mentality to-
wards women. The National
Commission for Women re-
ceived an email about the
incidentonMay 9. Itishardto
believethat the prime minister
wasnotinformed. Hiscontin-
ued silence shows hisimplicit
support for violence.

Itishighly condemnablethat
thePrimeMinister of Indiawho
always talks about
BetiBachaoBetiPadhao be-
havedlikethis. Itisreminiscent

of Gujarat in 2002 when they
kept acomplete silence on the
violencethat led to the massa-
cre that killed around 2,500
people. Atthat timealso there
wasBJPgovernmentin Gujarat
as well as at the
Centre. Speakers said that the
doubleenginegovernment has
no right to continue after the
hooliganism and violence in
M anipur. The central
government’s silence on
Manipur is a symbol of tacit
support for violence. Thestate
and Central government should
bedismissed. Timehascometo
unite to overthrow thistotally
insensitive government.

A large number of citizens
participatedintheprotest march
from Punjabi Bhawan to Mini
Secretariat. Theeffigy of Prime
Minister NarendraModi was
burnt. Throughane-mail tothe
President of the country, ade-
mand was made to dismissthe

Central government and the
stategovernment. Speakersin-
cluded DPMaur, party district
secretary, DrArunMitra, M S
Bhatia, Chamkaur Singh, Vijay
Kumar, Kewal Singh Banwait,
GurmelMeldey, Vinod Kumar,
AvtarChhibber, DrGurcharan
Kaur Kochar, president of
Punjab |striSabha Ludhiana,
KusumL ata,general secretary of
Bharat Jan GyanVigyanJatha,
SushmaOberai, Anu Bhatti,
Kulwant Kaur, ShakuntalaDevi,
Amritpal Singh, Harbans Singh
Gill,  Sikandar  Sidhu,
BapuBalkaur SinghGill,DrB S
Aulakh, Malkit Singh Malraand
others.

Assam

Several district
unitsorganised different ways
of solidarity programmes in
Assam. State council secretary
KanakGogoi sharply criticised
both the Union and state gov-

ernmentsled by BJPwhichisso
called double engine govern-
ment due to their failure to
control theturmoil situationin
Manipur and the prime
minister’ssilence. Hehasalso
criticised both the governments
for their negligent attitude re-
garding all burning issues for
of Manipur.Theinhumantorture
of women, killing people and
burning housesand property by
each other community has
shocked the peoplethroughout
the country.

Heexplained about theroot
causesfor the outbreak of that
incident and thewhol esituation
in Manipur before the gather-
ing at Nazira of Sivasagar
district and demanded resigna-
tion of chief minister, disarmall
terrorist groups, stop infiltra-
tionfrom Myanmar, stop poppy
cultivationinforest land, with-
draw cases filed against the
leadersof NFIW, etc.

MuninMahantal ed aproces-
sion and explained the resent
situation of Manipur in
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Morigaondistrict. Asomi Gogoi
state secretary of NFIW of and
Phani Das state secretary of
constructionworkers’ unionled
theprogramin Guwahati, Piku
Moni Duttaand Horen Boraled
the programme in Golaghat
district, Ragendra Das in
K ari mgan|j
district, GirindraUpadhyain
Lakhimpur district, Ratul Bora
in Nagaon district and M ahesh
Rai ledinDhruburi district the
solidarity programe.
Gujarat

AIPSO Suratand
SuratMahilaSangh
(NFIW)submitted amemoran-
dum to the district collector
regarding the burning issues
facing Manipur people.

The solidarity programme
wasobservedin Patnain Bihar,
Sagar inMadhyaPradeshaswell
asinLucknow, Agra, Sultanpur,
Sonbhadra and other placesin
Uttar Pradesh.
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Government Data Reveals
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Discrepancies in Railway Safety

Therecentuniongovern-
ment datahasrevealedthe
pathetic condition of safety
measuresinthelndian Rail-
way. TheUnionMinister for
RailwaysA shwini Vaishnav
inresponsetotheparliamen-
tary query raised by CPI
national council secretary
andleader of theparliamen-
tary group BinoyViswam
informedthat only 121 loco-
motivesinthecountry are
safeguarded by theKavach

protection system, andthe
expendituremadeoninstall-
ing Kavachis350 crores.
Despite spending 350
crores, not even 0.01 per-
cent of the total 13,215
locomoativesthat functionsin
the country have not been
equippedwiththeKavach
system. Three companies
havebeeninvolvedinthein-
stallation of this safety
system.

Thelow proportion of

locomotivesequippedwith
thesafety systemishighly
adarming. BinoyViswamsaid
that this has revealed the
criminal negligenceof the
uniongovernment. Hecri-
tiqued that thegovernment
had failed in ensuring the
safety of common people
and stated that the 121 | o-
comotivesequippedwiththe
Kavachsafety systemwill be
theselectivelocosthat are
availedonly by therich.

Thesafety of trainsbe-
came a hot topic of
discussionafter theBa asore
TrainTragedy that happened
in Orissa. The Kavach
Systemwasahighly echoed
promiseof theBJP-ledgov-
ernment inthe2022 union
financial budget. [twasone
of thetop-layer declarations
under Atmanirbhar Bharat.
The systemwasunder de-
velopment since2012 under
the name Train Collision

AvoidanceSystem(TCAS),
whichwaslater renamedfor
political speculationby the
BJPgovernment. Thefull-
fledgedinstallment of the
systeminan effectiveman-
ner can prevent train
collisions and other acci-
dents. But the clumsy
inactionof theuniongovern-
ment canimpedetheRailway
fromensuring the saf ety of
itspassengers.

On (Record ...

Inwhatisperhapsthestrongest and harsh-
est criticismmade of the PrimeMinister’s
handling of thecrisisinManipur andhisre-
fusal to speak onthesubjectin Parliament,
thewell-known and highly regarded histo-
rianand political commentator, Ramachandra
Guha, hassaid“He's(Modi) acoward afraid
toface Parliament —it’sabsol utely shock-
ing”.Heexplained: “ AsPM he' saccountable
toParliament” . Guhaal sospokeof “thefailure
of thePrimeMinister at atime of gravena-
tional crisis’. Guhaadded: “Modi livesina
bubbleof hisownhopinghecanrideitout.”
Ina35-minuteinterview to Karan Thapar for
TheWire, based upon an Op-ed hewrote
for The Telegraph yesterday (24/7), the
arguementsof which hehastaken consider-
ably further in thisinterview, Guha said
NarendraM odi would show “moral growth”
and“redeemhimsdf” andalsoprovide® some
sense of atonement” for hisfailureto con-
tain theriots of 2002, when he was chief
minister of Gujarat, if now hewouldsack Biren
Singh as Chief Minister of Manipur. —

thewire.com, July 25.
* k%

The crisisinManipur hasbeen seen by
many asalaw-and-order problem, wherean
incompetent Chief Minister hasfailed to
containtheviolence. Itisalso being argued
that oncethecrisisslipped out of theruling
BharatiyaJanataParty (BJP)'shand, it de-
cidedtouseitfor political gainsand pursue
thecommunal and polarisinggame. Thear-
gument hassomemerit.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi maintainedsilenceontheissueformore
thantwomonths, andwhenhedid speak (after
thevideo of sexual violencewentviral) he
spokefor just 36 seconds. Eveninthat state-
ment M odi equated M anipur withthesexual

I’'M NIRBHAYA,
WHO ARE YOU=Z

coLLEeECTIVE
CONSscleENCE

violenceintwo Congress-ruled states, Rajasthan
and Chhattisgarh. By any stretch of imagination
this comparison was absurd. — The Deccan
Chronical, July 25.

* k%

Historically, punishment hasprovedtobethe
biggest deterrent to crime. Proof of acrimeis
crucial inawarding punishment, so thefear of
getting caught on cameracan stop eventhemost
dreaded criminal from committingthemost hei-
nousacts. I nternet shutdownsmust beviewed
inthiscontext, especiallyinaviolence-ravaged
region: A blanket ban givesaperpetrator asense
of impunity that histargetsarefair gamewith-
out any mechanismfor surveillance.

Manipur teachesusmore, just asprevious
instancesof bloody violence withinlIndiaand
el sewherehavetaught us. Thewantonkillings
inthestateand theweaponi sation of gang rape
tospread areignof terror havecometolightvery
late. It needed avideo fromMay 4 of two Kuki
women stripped andtakenaway by alargegroup

\

of malesbelongingtotherival Meitei com-
munity for the government towakeup and
scream national shame. It provesthe power
of technology and itsjudicioususe. — The
Indian Express, July 24.

* k%

18.3% unemploymentratein J& K; 29,000
postsfilled sinceArt 370 abrogation. Ona
guestionwhether unemployment ratein J& K
among educated youth hasreached 46.3%,
Rai saidinhiswrittenreply, “ Fromtheresults
of PeriodicLabour ForceSurvey (PLFS) con-
ducted by theNational Sample Survey Office
(NSSO), estimatesof unemployment rateis
not availablespecifically for theeducatedyouth
inJammu and Kashmir for the period April-
June2021.” Theunemployment rateamongthe
personsof agegroup of 15-29yearsinJammu
and Kashmir was18.3%, theministry of home
affairs (MHA) said in Parliament. — The
Hindustan Times, July 26.

Compiled by: C Adhikesavan
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CPI general secretary D RajainauguratingtheN E Balaram- P P Mukundan memorial lecture

LI1BERATE CouNTRY FROM BJP RuLE: CPI

KANNUR: Communist
Party of Indiageneral sec-
retary D Raja called for
waging united struggleto
liberatethecountry fromthe
ruleof RSS-BJP combine.
Hewasaddressingamass
gathering of party com-
rades, supporters and
sympathizersafter inaugu-
ratingtheN EBalaram-PP
Mukundanmemorial
meetinghere on July 23,
2023.

D Rajapointed out that
the country is passing
throughnot oneproblembut
several. TheParliamentis

not functioningfor thelast
several days. Thishashap-
pened when there are
several burningissuestobe
discussedinParliament. The
reason behindthenon-func-
tioning of theParliamentis
theturmoil inManipur.

The CPI general secre-
tary said Prime Minister
NarendraM odi wassilent
while Manipur was set
aflame, and spoke, though
only for thirty six seconds,
after thereportsregarding
forcing of two women to
paradewithout clothesand
behavewiththemwithun-

Our Special
Correspondent

precedented barbarity came
out. ThedoubleengineModi
governmentfailedinsolving
theManipur crisisonly be-
causeitdoesnotwanttofind
asolution. Their agendais
todivideandrule. Thatisthe
reasontheModi government
iskeepingitseyesshut when
two sectionsof peopleare
fighting each other. The
peoplewho never bothered
about gender equality and
social justicearenow keen

onenactingunifiedcommon
code. They believeinManu
Smriti.

D Raja observed that
communistscan beput be-
hind bars, betrayed and
murdered but cannot be
defeated. Our aimshouldbe
tooust BJPfrom power in
theensuinggeneral elections
in2024. Whenweremem-
ber N E Balaram and P
PMukundan andthe sacri-
fices they made for the
country and people, wemust
think seriously about the
present situationinthecoun-
try, hesaid.

CPI Keralastate coun-
cil member and chairman of
N EBalaram Trust chairman
C N Chandran presided
over thefunction. CPI na-
tional executivemember and
NFIW general secretary
AnnieRaja, national execu-
tive member P Sandosh
Kumar MP, former Kerala
state council secretary
PannianRavindran, state
control commission chair-
man C PMurali and others
also addressed the gather-
ing. Party district secretary
C P Santosh Kumar wel-
comedtheparticipantstothe
memorial meeting.

Real Rural Wages Shrink for 16** Month

Therural recovery may besometimeaway
givenreal wagesinthehinterland contracted
for 16 straight monthsto March. Highinfla-
tionhashurt rural incomescrimpingpurchasing
power.

Moreover, unemployment seemstoberela
tively highwiththedemandfor work under the
MahatmaGandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme(MGNREGS) increasing
inJune. About 44.23 millionindividual sopted
forworkinJune, up 2.3 per cent year-on-year,
preliminary datafromtherural devel opment
ministry shows. Demandfor thesejobshada so
riseninMay.

TheCentrefor Monitoring Indian Economy
put out datathat showed unemploymentinrural
Indiahitatwo-year highof 8.73 per centinJune
pushing uptotal unemployment for themonthto
over eight per cent. WhileJuneisalean season
for theagricultural sector, theincreaseiswor-
rying. Tobesure, therearesomesignsof arevival
intherural economy. For instance, tractor sales
havebeenreasonably goodrising seven per cent
year-on-year between January and May. Also
registrationdatafrom Vahan showssal esof two-
wheelerswereup seven per ceentinJune.

However, wholesal e dispatches from

HeroM otocorp, whichsellsabout half itspro-
ductioninrural markets, weredown closeto
nineper cent year-on-year inJune. Analysts
were expecting bigger dispatchesfromthe
two-wheeler maker but thisdidnot materialise.

Pranjul Bhandari, chief economist, HSBC
India, believesrural growthmay bethearea
tomonitor carefully. “Totheextent that al ot
of theinflation problemisaddressedviatimely
importsinstead of higher domesticproduction,
rural incomescan hurt. Infact, rural termsof
tradehavebeenontheweaker sdefor awhile,”
Bhandari said.
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