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PM’s Speech from Red Fort on Aug 15

Independence Day Turns
into Poll Campaign Event

CPI general secretary D Raja addressing the meeting

The meeting of the Tamil Nadu State Council
of theCommunist Party of I ndiawasheldin Salem
fromAugust 14to 17. General Secretary of theparty
D. Rajaguidedthemeetingand met thepressalso.

Hereisasummary of what
hesaidtothepress.

“PrimeMinister Modi,
speaking at the
I ndependenceDay function,
didnot spesk withthedignity
andresponsibility of being
thePrimeMinister. Heturned
itintoanelectioncampaign
meeting of BJP. He has
termed the Independence
Day meetingasameetingto
whiptheoppositionparties.

People know that the
country isin a state of
disarray after 9yearsof BJP
rule. What happenedtothe
promises made by Prime
Minister Modi?Specificaly,
two crore jobs per year,
black money will bebrought
out, every citizen’s bank
account will bedeposited
withRs. 15lakhsof money.
What happenedtoall those
promises, peopleask.

Thereshouldbepeacein
Manipur whichisapart of
India. Peoplearekilledin
that civil war. Women are
subjected to unspeakable
violence.

Thesilenceof thePrime
Minister will not solvethe
Manipurissue. Thetension
still continuesthere. The
Chief Minister of Manipur
should be sacked. But PM
Modi and home minister
Amit Shaharenot ready for
that. In Manipur they want
to pitch onepart of people
against another to seek
political gain.

TheParliament e ection
isnearing. PrimeMinister
Modi's speech at the
IndependenceDay function
was nothing but election
campaign.All thesecular,
democraticand left parties
joinedtogether andformed

T. M. Murthi

theINDIA alliancetosave
thecountry and oust theBJP
from power.

Theoppositionisunited.
The first meeting of the
INDIA aliancewasheldin
Patnaafter the Karnataka
elections. The second
meeting was held in
Bangalore. The third
meetingisscheduledtobe
heldinMumbai fromAugust
31to September 1.

There has been an
improvement in the
functioningof al partiesand
the alliance in harmony,
between one meeting and
another. We are making
consensus on
accommodatingtheparties
andworking out strategies
tofacethecommunal forces
backed by enormousmoney
in the general elections.
Thesemeetingshaveraised
expectations. All thishas
scared Prime Minister

Modi. Their shock and
hel plessness get exposed
and could be seen in the
PrimeMinister’sreply tothe
nonconfidencemotioninthe
Parliament.

NarendraM odi’ sspeech
onindependencefromthe
RedFortisrhetoricandfull
of empty promises. He
expressed his hope
of becoming the Prime
Minister again. How canhe
decidefor himself?Itisup
tothepeopletodecide. And
morethanthat, that wasnot
anelectioncampaign, butan
Independence Day speech
of the Prime Minister of
India. Heshouldnot address
there like a BJP or RSS
leader. Prime Minister
should speak keeping his
higher statusinhismindand
speak withthedignity of a
PrimeMinister. Thefigures
givenby thePrimeMinister
inhislengthy speechwere
all falseandfabricated.

They are in afear of
failureandcreateariotous

atmosphere  through
violence. Why create
violenceinHaryanawhenthe
situation is so bad in
Manipur?

They want to poisonthe
mindsof themgority Hindus
to boycott minorities
socially.

Their hatredpoliticsgone
totheextent of persuading
Hindusthat they shouldnot
buy anythinginMudimshops
andnoteatinMudimshotels.
Theirreligiouszeal tothe
point of Politicsis gone.
Dividingthepeopleacross
thecommunal lineswill not
happen anymore. The
partiesinour fold havethe
political maturity tochoose
aprimeminigeria candidete.
But now our aimistotopple
the BJP regime. The
immediateduty isto protect
the country. Who is the
|leader isnot the problem.
Whenthesituationcomesto
overthrowtheBJPandform
analternativegovernment,

On Page 02

New Age Weekly



August 27-September 02, 2023

Asthemassesinthecountry aresuffering
from extremedeprivation, under thedark
shadowsof unemployment and no earnings
even to meet the basic needs, there comes
thehorrificrevelationthat under Ayushman
Bharat, 7.5lakh beneficiarieswereregistered
withasinglemobilephonenumber.According
tothe CAG report tabledinthe Parliament,
insuranceclaimsfor freshtreatmentwerepaid
against 88,670 already dead persons. There
is no exposure on who has been paid the
money asit hasnot gonetothebeneficiaries.

InfactfromAyushman Bharat to Dwarka
Expressway, there have been seven scams
that have been brought tolight by the CAG.
Inreply, thereisnothing but silence. The
money that bel ongsto peopl e, returnsof their
toil,which they pay as taxes, has been
squandered, reports CAG.

Therehavebeen seriousirregularities
spottedintheaudit of theAyushman Bharat
Pradhan Mantri Jan ArogyaYojana(PMJAY)
healthinsurance scheme. The Comptroller
andAuditor General of Indiahasrevealed
that Rs6.97 crorewaspaidfor thetreatment
of 3446 patients. All these patientsreceiving
thecareand gettingtreated areactually non-
existent, sinceinthedatabase, they all have
beenlongdead.

Theschemewasstarted in 2018. [t was
meant to give succor to poor and hel pless
inrural andurbanareasfor gainingtheir health
back. During the performance audit, the
heading carriestheinformation, “ Treatment
of beneficiary shownas‘died’ duringearlier
claim/treatment, the CAG identified that
patientsearlier shownas‘died’ inTM S(the
transaction management section of the
scheme) continuedto avail treatment under
thescheme”. Theaudit noted that therewere
3,903 suchclaims. MadhyaPradesh had 403
such patientsfor whom Rs260,09,723 were
paidfor their treatment. Such reportshave

Horrors of a Plunder Revealed

been available from other states as well.
Accordingtotheguidelines, if adeathisthere
after admissioninthehospital, andthat toobefore
discharge, payment tothehospital ismadeonly
after audit. “ Duringthedesk audit (in July 2020),
audit hadreportedto National HealthAuthority
(NHA) that thel T system (TM S) wasallowing
pre-authorisation request of thesamepatientwho
wasearlier declared dead under thesamesystem
availed under the scheme. NHA while
acknowledgingtheaudit comment, statedinJuly,
2020, that necessary check(s) have been put
inplaceonApril 22,2020 to ensurethat PM—
JAY |ID of any patient who hasbeen shown as
‘died’ inTM Sisdisabledfor availing further
benefit under thescheme,” said CAG report.

According to the report, when the CAG
flagged that the necessary checks were not
followed, the NHA stated in August 2022 that

“back dateof admissionisallowedinthesystem
for variousoperational reasons’. Thereply of
the CA G over theexplanationwasthat “ thereply
wasnot tenable, aspre-authorizationinitiation,
claimsubmissionandfinal claimapproval by the
StateHealthAuthority for ‘ beneficiariesalready
shownasdied duringtreatment earlier, indicate
flawsin application and makeit susceptibleto
misuseat user level.” Thefaultsinthedatabase
of AB-PMJAY includeinvalid names, unrealistic
datesof birth, duplicatehealthIDsandunredlistic
family sizes, thegovernment’ sauditor saidina
report tabled in Parliament.

Amidstthesagaof plunder poursout, another
onecomestumblingdown. AccordingtotheCAG
report, it hasbeenreveal ed that themoney meant
for the pensions was spent on the publicity
campaign of the Swachh Bharat Fortnightin 19
states.

Eventheold age people, thewidowsandthe

physi cally challenged peoplewhowereentitled
topensionsfromtherura development ministry
werenot spared asthemoney meant for them
wasdivertedand spent onthepublicity of some
other schemesof some other department.

According to reports released by the
government’sauditor earlier thismonthtitled
‘Toll Operations of National Highways
Authority of Indiain SouthernIndia’, toll
collectionat fivetoll plazasledtoan“undue
burden” of Rs132.05 croreon commuters.
For thisreport, the CAG conducted an audit
of 41 randomly selectedtoll plazasinfive
southern|ndian states.

Amongtheother findingsaretheallegations
revolvingaroundtheDwarkaExpressway and
Ayodhyadevelopment project, besidesthe
BharatmalaPariyojana. TheCentre'sflagship
road development scheme,
Bharatmal aPariyojana and the cost of its
constructionhasdoubledtoover Rs32crore
per kmfromRs15.37 croreper km, according
to the CAG reporton ‘ Implementation of
Phase-1 of Bharatmal aPariyojana’ released
last month.

About theflawsin processof tender,no
detailed project report was submitted. Rs
3,500 crorewasdiverted from the Escrow
accounts. Therewereno saf ety consultants
appointed.Initsaudit of thetourismministry’s
SwadeshDarshanscheme, the CA G pointed
outirregularitiesinthe * AyodhyaDevel opment
project’, whichtheOppositioncitedtoalege
that theprojectis”riddledwith scams’.

Money hasbeenissuedto contractorswho
arenot evenregistered. GST paymentsare
coming their way. Who are these people?
What arethey doing?How comethetendering
processisso flawed?

Theseweretherevelationsmade by the
CAG based on audits and tabled in the
Parliament, not any random all egations.

Independence Day...

detrimental policieswhich
areresponsiblefor manifold
price rise, increasing

From Front Page

theleadersinour teamwill
meet and take adecision.
Let’s create a common
minimumprogram. Let’slay
downtheguideinesfor how
thegovernment works.”
D.Ragawhileresponding
to another question, said,
“Prime Minister Modi is
talking about making two
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crorewomen L akshathipati.
Womenwill notbelievethis.
Hevowed oncethat let us
protect our daughtersand
makeour daughtersstudy!
What isthefateof daughters
today?Why doesPM M odi
not openhismouthabout the
brutality that happenedto
women wrestlers and
mothersof Manipur?

BJP has amajority in
Parliament. In spiteof that,
why hasthebill toprovide
appropriatereservationfor
womenin Parliament and
legid aturesnot been passed
into law? Will the Prime
Minister comeforwardto
passthat bill and givedue
reservationtowomen?D.
Rajaquestioned.

Picketing at Union
government officesall over
statefor 3days

Thestatecouncil meeting
unanimously resolved to
picket the Union
government officesinevery
district, taluk capitalsand
industrial centres
condemning the Union
government for its pro
corporate, anti people

unemployment, disturbing
the unity of the people,
forfeitingrightsof thestate
governments, imposing
Hindi on the non Hindi
peakingpeople, destroying
the country by selling the
publicsector propertiesand
deciphering funds of the
public sector banks by
writing off the corporate
loans.
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CPI DELEGATION IN VIOLENCE RAVAGED MANIPUR

A highlevel delegation of theCommunist
Party of Indialed by gener al secretary and
former member of Parliament D Rajaisin
violenceaffected Manipur. Theentirestate
of Manipur isinflamesfor morethanthree
monthsnow and peopleinthestatear eunder
great distress. Other members of the
delegation are partynational council
secretaries BinoyViswam MP, Dr K
Narayana, Rama Krushna Panda and
AsomiGogoi, senior CPI leader from Assam.

Thedelegation reached | mphal on August
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21,2023 and met thevictimsof violenceto
sharetheir grief sinceentir estateof M anipur
standsravaged. OnAugust 22thedelegation
visited various relief camps in
Churachandpur and Moirangand listened
to the grievances of peopleforced tolive
inrelief camps. Thedelegation assured them
all support. Loss of lives, destruction of
property and displacementshad been heart
wrenching.

InMoirang, thedelegation paid respects
toNetaji SubhasChandraBoseat | NA War

Memorial.

The delegation will leave Manipur on
August 24.

The delegation called on Governor
Anusuiya Uikey and appraised her of the
groundreality.

OnAugust 23, thedelegation took part
inthe75™" Foundation Day meeting of the
party, recalling CPI leader Jan NetaHijam
Irabot’scontribution totheunity of M anipur
remainsunparalleled.
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Call toUniteagainst Communal

August 27-September 02, 2023

—orces. J& K AIPSO

maintenance of peaceis
essentid for thedevel opment
and progressof theworld.

Roshan Lal Moudgil,
vice-president of AIPSO

Madhavi Rampal

that the people of Jammu
and Kashmir have great
history of patriotism and

ALL INDIA PEACE anp
SOLIDARITY ORGANISATION

J&K CHAPTER

CPI national secretariat member Azeez Pasha and national executive
member Annie Raja at Al PSO meeting

All India Peace and
Solidarity Organisation
(AIPSO) hascalleduponall
peaceloving progressive
anddemocraticforcesof the
country to cometogether
andfightagaingtall thosebent
upon polarizing peopleon
communal linesfor el ectoral

benefits. Thecall wasmade
fromaplatform of AIPSO,
which organised apublic
functioninJammuonAugust
20, 2023 to spread the
message of strengthening
brotherly bonds among
differentcommunities.

Rakesh Sharma, general

secretary of AIPSO
welcomed theparticipants.

Addressingthefunction
Harchand Singh Bhatt,
general secretary of AIPSO
assured thegathering that
people of India are in
solidarity withthepeopl eof
JammuandKashmir.Hesaid

expressed seriousconcern
about theongoing conflict
among Russiaand Ukraine
andsaidthatitisimpacting
the world economy
adversely.

have fought for the
development and progress
of Jammuand Kashmir and
for the country. He
demanded that article 370

of theConstitution of India Former RajyaSabha

berestoredimmediately and

: e member Azeez Pashasaid
freeandfareectionsind&K .+ qemocratic process
beheldassoonaspossible. should be restored
He further said that On Page 12

Hhat #he Ohers Say...

Thefailureof hope

Hopeiswhat humansuseto definethefuture: the promise of abetter
tomorrow that makes life bearable even when the present is infused
with suffering. Assaults on the possibility of hope are therefore the
unkindest of cuts. Therecentincidentin Nanguneri towninTamil Nadu’s
Tirunelveli district, where aDalit teenager and hissister were brutally
hacked by school mates belonging to an intermediate dominant caste
is demonstrative of the failure of hope for a whole generation of a
community livingonthemargins. Inthiscase, teenagers, all casteHindus
and schoolmates of the boy and hissister, barged into the house of the
siblingsinaDalit locality and attacked them, leaving them lyingina
pool of blood. Theattack wassaidto berevengefor theDalit boy daring
to give acomplaint against his classmates for relentlessly harassing
himasbeing ‘lower-caste’. The school thenissued awarning to those
whom he had complained against. Angered by this, three of the boys
fromtheintermediate community attacked the siblingson the night of
August 9. Whiletheboy had to have acomplex hand surgery, hissister
continuesto be hospitalised. The attackers and their associates have
been arrested and lodged in the government observation home.

It isthe unceasing nature of caste hatred, how caste prideisbeing
infused in generation after generation that fells the hope of a better,
caste-freesociety. Clearly, themuch-touted Dravidian Model inspired
by Periyar, to overcome caste hegemony and facilitate inclusion of
all citizensin development, has not been uniforminimplementation.
So far, attempts to handl e caste conflict have only been band-aidsto
violent outbursts, and aconsistent effort to addresstheroot of the problem
has been lacking. The government has now established a one-man
commission headed by retired judge K Chandru to suggest steps to
stamp out castedifferencesamong students. It would beapity if Nanguneri
does not serve as a wake-up call; a catalyst for destroying caste

hierarchies, restoring peace and equality, and, hope.
Courtesy: The Hindu

Threein one

Elections are around the corner in three states with rich resources
and poor people — Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh. All
three have rich mineral deposits. All three have major illegal mining
problems, including crippling sand mining in Rajasthan. All three have
severeecological crisescentringaroundillegal felling of trees, polluted
rivers, and flattening of hills. MP and Rajasthan have high outbound
migration rates. All three have been for decades in the bottom 10 on
the state per capitaincome list. All three remain in the bottom 10 on
multidimensional poverty measures, although there areimprovements.
Athird of thepopulationinall three statesare deprived of nutrition; 22
per cent of M P’ speopledon’t have accessto drinking water; in Rajasthan,
the percentage of people deprived of housing has increased.

Areassurrounding the mining sectorshavetypically the poorest people,
largely tribal communitieswhoform 7-9 per cent of these states’ population,
and aremining’slow-skill labour; their livelihood and nutrition needs
arefurther stymied by restricted accessto forests. Agricultureremains
thelifelinefor all threestatesevenasfarming deliverssteadily dwindling
incomes, and there’'s |less arable land and water. Governments in all
threestatesappear tofinditimpossibletolift them out of edge-of-poverty
levelson health, education and incomes, despite the gains made.

Rajasthan recently launched welfare policiesfor underprivileged and
app-based unorgani sed workers. Laudableinitiatives, theseare however
limited measuresfor any government unableto create meaningful local
employment opportunities for the long term. Tourism is a key sector
for Rajasthan. Covid was acruel blow but fact remainsthat growth in
services has mostly been in low-wage, low-productivity formsin the
informal sector. Central Indiastates shouldlearnfromthe competition
between Karnatakaand Tamil Naduto get bigticket industrial investment.
Industry and industrial employment areticketsto abetter future. Pity
theseissuesbarely figurein politicians' promisesor voters’ demands.

Courtesy: The Times of India
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Doctors Can Play Positive Role
in Correcting Social Aberrations

Recent happeningsin
several partsof thecountry
have shaken the
consciousness of saner
elementsinthesociety. Atthe
time of independence,
educationlevel wasverylow,
poverty wasat itspeak, GDP
wasamereRs2.7lakhcrore
for apopulationof 34 crore
whichaccountedfor nearly
threeper cent of world' stotal
GDP Atthattimethepeople
of India chose to adopt a
Constitution based on
secularismand democracy.
Thiswasdespitethat there
werelargescalecommunal
riots and biggest ever
migrationof populaioninthe
world at the time of
partition. Theseeventsdid
not deter people’ sdecision
for aharmonioussociety.
Barringafewincidentsin
between, people of the
country havelivedtogether
without any hatredtowards
otherssincethen.

Now, when we have
growninall spheresandare
aspiringtobeafive-trillion
economy asection of our
people are surcharged on
communal linesand hatred
against others and have
developed bias and
prgudicesintherminds. This
mental ity whichasectionof
thesociety hasdevelopedis
against thevery concept of
humanism that India has
alwaysstoodfor.

The people are being
carriedaway bythe bigotry,
false propaganda and
manufacturedhistory. Hatred
against others based on
caste, religion, tribes,
ethnicity canleadtoserious
repercussions. Itleadstoloss
of empathy and compassion
for others. History ison
record that over 25 lakh
people died during
communal riotsat thetime
of partition of India. They
belonged to all the three

communities, theHindus,
Sikhsand Muslims.

Hatred breeds mistrust
which gets further
aggravated intoviolence
against each other. We
witnesseditin 1984 during
the anti-Sikh riots, anti-
MuslimpogrominGujarat
in2002. Similar situation
developedinKashmirwhen
minority Kashmiri
panditswere forced to
migrateunder terrorist threat
and state government’s
attitude.

What is happening in
Indiaat presentistherefore
not anew phenomenon but
acontinuation of what such
forceshavebeentryingto
dointhe past. Thereisa
systematiccampaignagaingt
theminoritieswhoarebeing
perceived asathreat tothe
majority 80 per cent
populationof Hindus. Myths
like the appeasement of
Muslims, they grow like
mushroomsand marry four
wivesandthey would soon
overtake the Hindu
populationareinjectedinto
themindsof thepeople.

Thishatecampaignlacks
logic or evidence. These
absurd ideas are spread
througheectronic TV media,
socia media, printmediaand
al'so whisper campaigns.
Severd TV seridswhichare
saidtobehistorical serials
areinavery subtlemanner
being used to spread
falsehood and hatred.

Womenandchildrenare
theworst sufferersinsuch
situations. Woman’sbody
hasbeenusedasatool inthe
conflicts. Incident of
M anipurwherewomenwere
paraded naked and mol ested
istobeseenwithaversion,
anger and asareflection of
serious aberration in our
social order. State’s
completeinsengitivity tothe
Situationraisesscepticism

Dr Arun Mitra

whether theseeventshave
beenwell plannedwithsome
ulterior motiveunder the
state patronage.

Hate campaignsdo not
stop on their own. Now
therehavebeenengineered
communal riotsinHaryana.
Thehatecampaignersare
roamingaroundfreewhile
the victims are being
persecuted. Therearesimilar
incidentsin UP, Delhi and
other partsof the country.
If not checked right now,
thiscanleadtolargescale
violence of the level of
Guijarat or Manipur.

The forces who
spearhead such hate
campaigns always
experiment asto how they
canwinover massestotheir
side. Theincident of statue
of Lord Ganeshadrinking
milk throughout thecountry
in 1995 was a very
successful trial. This
message spread acrossthe
country in no time even
thoughtherewasno social
medianetwork at that time.
It stopped instantaneously
when it was felt that the
whole myth would be
exposed. Itisto be noted
that violence in Gujarat
occurred after that. It is
astonishing that such
unprecedented violence
took placein the land of
MahatmaGandhi.

Doctors can play a
positiveroleincontaining
such situations. As the
custodiansof health of the
society doctors are duty
bound to speak and call
spadeaspade. They have
to come out and make
outreach programmes to
preach harmony, love,
brotherhoodandsi sterhood.
Doctors can be a great
instrument in developing

confidence among the
aggrievedinsuchsituations.

Viktor Frankl, an
Austrian psychiatrist, who
wasaholocaust survivor, did
a great job to motivate
prisoners in the Nazi
concentration camps to
never losehopefor abetter
future. With hispersistent
effortshewasableto save
many fromdyingandsurvive
after Hitlerlostthewar. Our
voicemattersbut our silence
can be intriguing and
derelictionof duty.

Despitecontinuedthreats
by thehatecampaignersand
thedubiousroleof thestate,
there is a change. Many
scientistswhoweretill date
quiet, have started
challengingthemythsand
unscientific ideas. The
doctorswho clapped and
banged thaalieshave now
realisedthat that wasnot the
scientificway toget rid of
theCovid. Ultimately wehad
tofight out thepandemicat
thecost of 1,600 doctors’
lives. No amount of
gaumutra or cow dung
campaignworked. Many
doctorsunderstandthis, but
now isthetimethat they
should develop courageto
speak.

Hatecampaignshaveto
becounteredbothpoliticaly
aswell asat societa levels.
Doctorshavenottosit quiet
but find out meansto bring
the country out of this
imbroglio. Doctors can
communicate with their

patientsandinsofttonetalk
of love and compassion
which is a part of our
profession. Thenfollow up
withthemintheirlanguage.
Wemust not shirk toidentify
theforces, whichareoutto
disturb harmony.

We haveto understand
that such violence is an
epidemicheathproblemand
thusplanaswedofor other
diseases.

Primary prevention
approach: Tostopsituation
fromgettingworseand stop
violencebeforeit startsto

happen.

Secondary prevention: To
target the at-risk
populationsand underlying
risk factors.

A collective effort is
needed because violent
behaviour is contagious
processand hasto bedealt
withinasimilar manner.
Social harmony isto be
promoted through
emphasizinglove, sympathy,
empathy andcarefor others.
Exposethefa sehood being
spread. Talk onlogic and
evidence. Behumbletothe
vulnerableanddeprivedand
befirmagainstthefringesin
our society that aretryingto
disturb the delicate
equilibrium of social
harmony inour country.

Itistimewebreak the
silencel!

Never whisper in the
presenceof wrong!

benefit of humanity.

CPI Congratulates | SRO

Communist Party of Indiageneral secretary
D Rajacongratulated the scientists, engineers
andworkersandin particular theteam that made
Indiaand all Indiansfeel proud at the successful
landing of Chandrayaan-3on M oon.

D Rajapointed out that the best investment
for our country isin education and promoting
scientifictemper. Wemust prioritisethem for the

New Age Weekly
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Thecity of Rajapalayam
inVirudunagar district of
Tamil Naduwaswitnessto
the spectacular and
mammoth publicmeeting of
more than 25,000
agricultural  workers
converging onthegrounds
of Rajapalayam namedin
honour of Comrade P
Sethuraman. Thismarked
themassiveculmination of
thestate conferenceof the
Tamil Nadu Agricultural
Workers Union held for
threedaysfrom July 28to
30, 2023. R Mutharasan,
CPI Tamil Nadu state
council secretary and Gul zar
SinghGoria, BKMU generd
secretary addressed the
public meeting. The

irresistible zeal and
enthusiasm of the
participants only
demonstrated the

unquestionablefaithonthe
organization and the
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Tamil Nadu State Conference of BKMU

Pledge to Defeat BJP 1n 2024 Electlons

BKMU general secretary Gulzar Srngh Goriainaugurating the conference

ideology that |eadsit.
Theseethingrageagainst
thepoliciesof theBJP, the
incense anger against the
apparent apathy of thePrime
Minister NarendraModi, the
decisivedeterminationto
overthrow the noxiously
casteistBJPwereevidently
displayedintheuproaring
responseof thecrowdtothe
speeches of leaders. This
crowd should send shivers
downthespineof theBJP,
for thisisthebeacon of the
rural proletariatthatwill lead
thepolitical fight againstthe
BJP shoulder to shoulder
with the working class. T
Ramasamy, former MLA
presided over the public
meeting. N
Periasamyformer MLA and
president of
BharatiyaK hetM azdoor
Union (BKMU), G
Palani Samy, former MLA,

CPI Tamll Nadu state council secretary R Mutharasen greeting the conference

N Periyasamy

M Selvara) MP, PLingam,
former MP, K Marimuthu
MLA and DMK MLAS,
ARR Srinivasan and S
Thangapandian  also
addressed thegathering.

The 13™"conference of
Tamil Nadu Agricultural
WorkersUnion startedwith
thetraditional flag hoisting
by theveteranleader of the
union G Palanisamy, former
MLA on July 28 amidst
thunderoussl oganeering by
over 1,000 delegates. The
beatsof ‘parai’ reverberated
theair.* Para’, thedrumsthat
havetherootsinfolkloreis
theintegral part of thelives
of therural massesin Tamil
Nadu. Beating ‘parai’
historically meansbeating
againgtheshameandservile,
beating against the
oppression. Parai is

considered the cultural
empowerment of the
commonmasses. Thehigh
decibel synchronized with
themood of theconference.
Theclassical Nadaswaram
too accompanied the
celebrations.

Theredflagmarchof the
officebearersof theunion
fromVillupuramwherethe
12" Conferencewasheld
was received by veteran
leader Thanjai G Krishnan.
Memorial torchesbrought
from Sivagiri and
Ramanathapuram by K
Chellaiah, M Thangavelu
and P Ponnusamy were
received by the general
secretary of BKMU Gulzar
Singh Goria and K
Samudram.

PLingam,former MPand
secretary of thereception
committee rendered the
formal welcomeaddress. K
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Thangamaniformer MLA
andpresident of Tamil Nadu
AgricultureWorkersUnion,
PPadmavathyformer MLA,
vicepresidentsof theunion
V PPalanisamy, A L Rasu,
SPoongodi constituted the
presidiumof theconference.
Gulzar Singh Goria
inauguratedtheconference.
Inhisimpressiveinaugural
addressinEnglish, trandated
by A Ramamurthy inTamil,
Gulzar Singh Goriapainted
apictureof thedangerous
policies of the BJP
governmentthat haveplayed
havoc in the lives of the
agricultural workersandthe
small and mediumfarmers
of this country. He
emphasi zedtheneedfor the
agricultural workers to
preparefor apolitical fight
alongwiththeworkingclass
todefeat BJPinthecoming

general elections.
On Page 12
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DU Students Protest
Against Fee Hike

The Delhi University
(DU) arbitrarily without
consulting the students
Unions hasincreased the
fees for entrances
examinationsand courses.
Thestudents' unionshave
openly comeout againstthe
hike in fees and they
organised aone-day strike
demanding reductionof the
registration fees for
entrance-based courses.

Sseveral student
organisationsgatheredin
front of ArtsFaculty, Delhi
Universityand organiseda
protest demonstration
against the university
administration’sinability to
solvethediscrepancy inthe
registration fees for
entrance-based coursesfor
Other Backward Castes
(OBC) and Economically
Weaker Section (EWS)
categories. They alsoraised
theissueof feehikeinsevera
colleges of DU and
protested against it. The
students’ organisationsthat
theregistrationfeesfor OBC
category hasbeen set at Rs
750, whiletheregistration
feesfor the EWScategory
isRs300. TheOBCshave
been oppressed culturally,
socially, and educationally
for centuries. Can they
equatethemtothegeneral
category?

The students’
organisations have
demanded that the
registrationfeesfor OBC
studentsbedecreasedtoRs
300, and the university
administrationapol ogisefor
theinconveniencecausedto
thestudents. Apartfromthat,
they havedemandedthat the
registration fees for the
unreserved students be
reducedto Rs500. A Vice-
Chancellor, who cannot
differentiatebetween OBC
and general category, does
not deserve to be put in
chargeof auniversity and
should apologisepublicly.
The students have also
demanded that the
administrationrefundthe
extrafeesthat that hasbeen

collected fromthestudents.

Theincreaseinentrance
feeisnottheonlyissuethat
has drawn flak from the
students. The other issue
raised by the students
participatinginthehunger
hunger strikewasthefeehike
inseveral collegesof Delhi
University. Many colleges,
includingRamjasCollege, St
Stephen’s College, Sri
VenkateswaraCollegeand
SGTB KhalsaCollege, are
revisingtheir feestructures
fromthecurrent academic
year, citing shortageof funds.

The colleges have
introduced ahikeranging
fromRs2,000to Rs8,000.
InGargi College, thefeefor
BA (Hons) Business
Economics has been

: ¢
increasedtoRs41,220from
the previousamount of Rs
26,875. As per the
guidelinesof theUniversity
GrantsCommission (UGC)
draft notification 2017, the
central universities and
colleges were asked to
follow the 70:30 funding
formula, where 30 per cent
wastheinternal revenuesof
universitiesand colleges.

Theseattackson social
justicewill havefar reaching
implications, astheonline
computerised examination,
feehikecombined withthe
other arbitrary rules will
effectively excludealarge
portion of students from
marginalised sectionsfrom

the entrance process,
effectively underminingthe
very purpose of public
funded education. We
therefore demand that you
addresstheseissuesat the
soonest.

Academics express
solidarity with Sabyasachi
Das

AshokaUniversity has
beencriticisedforitshandling
of thesituation, asthevarsity
hadpublicly distanceditself
from SabyasachiDas’s
paper after the political
backlash.Therehavebeen
numerous violations of
academic freedom in
universities and colleges
acrossindia. ButtheAshoka
teaching community’s
response to

¢

»
’

SabyasachiDas sresignation
deservespraise.

Inperhapsthefirstof its
kind, the academic
community of an Indian
university—thattooaprivate
one—is preparedtogoon
strike for the cause of
academicfreedom. Itshould
beregarded asasignificant
moment in the history of
higher educationinindiaas
academic freedom has
never been an issue
important enough for
teachersor studentstotake
thisextremestep of halting
their work.

The members of the
academicfraternity, strongly

condemn the forced
‘resignation’ of Das,
Assistant Professor inthe
Department of Economics,
AshokaUniversity. Das's
paper ‘Democratic
BackdlidingintheWorld’s
Largest Democracy’ which
analysedtheprobability of
electora manipulationbythe
BJPinthe 2019 elections
cameunder significant flak
from the party. The
University issuedastatement
dissociatingitself fromthe
research. Following this,
fromwhat hasemergedinthe
public domain, the
Governing Body decidedto
‘evaluate’ the' merit’ of his
paper. Dr Dassubsequently
resigned. Itisclear fromthis
sequenceof eventsthat what
was at stake was not the
academicmerit of hispaper,
but thethreat it posedtothe
ruling party. Therehasbeen
no detailed academic
counter to thispaper, only
ad hominem attacksinthe

public.
Professor
PulapreBal akrishnan of the
Economics department
subsequently resignedfrom
Ashoka University in

solidarity, student
organisationshaveissued
strong statementsin support
of Dr Das, the Economics
department, followed by
several other departments
havea sostrongly criticized
theuniversity’sactions, and
askedfor thereinstatement
of Dr Das, fallingwhichthey
will beunableto carry on
their teaching obligations.
Over 80 faculty members
have signed a separate

STUDY &

STRUGGLE

statement asking for a
charter on academic
freedomcreatedin2021to
beimplemented, includinga
committee on academic
freedom.

The students and
teachers of Jawaharlal
Nehru University
(JNU) protested in 2016
after its students were
attacked during aprotest.
But after that we have seen
how academics watched
anxiously while their
colleagues were being
attacked, penalised, and
evenjailedtodefendtheir
right to academicfreedom.

The JNU incident was
treated moreasapolitical
reactiontoapolitical attack
evenwhenweknow that it
wasessentially amatter of
academicfreedom. Students
likeKanhaiyaK umar, Umar
Khalid, Anirban
Bhattacharya, RamaNaga
and otherswereattackedfor
having organised ameeting
at thecampusonthesubject
of Kashmir. However,
beyonditsstrong andvocal
protest, we have not seen
the teaching community
convey totheauthoritiesthat
teachingismeaninglessif
academic freedom is
compromised. So, if a
teacher ispersecutedfor his
research, teaching cannotgo
onasusual.

Itisthisstepthat makes
the protest by Ashoka
University’s academic
community extraordinary. It
centres the question of
academicfreedominaway
not done before. Ashoka
University’s academic
community needs to be
supported for its spirited
defence of Sabyasachi Das.
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Prime Minister

PM’s Independence Day Speech
A Smokescreen of Ground Reality

Narendra Modi’'s

I ndependence Day speech is neither evidence-
based nor fact-based, but isjust a reflection
of hisrhetorical dexterity andadroitness. His
pompous claims of performance cannot be
corroboratedwith factsandfiguresbut rather
asmokescreen of thegroundreality especially
of thesuffering of the masses.

e decried
corruption/
nepotism,

dynastic politics, and
appeasement asthreesins
andcalledfor gettingrid of
them. Butthequestionis: if
heisagainstdynasticpolitics
why hedidnot stopthesame
practiceinhisown party?
Dynastic politics is not
confinedto Gandhi family
only.Itisnurtured by many
politicians in India
irrespective of political
affiliation. Heis tryingto
gppeasemgoritarianHindus
by exploitingtheirreligious
sentiments.

Further, if any corrupt
|leader joinshisparty, they
will suddenly becomeclean
andwill beexemptedfrom
all punishment. What is
reprehensible is that
provisionof electoral bonds
ishelpingtheruling party to
get funds in an opaque
manner. Even a major
portionof political donations
goestotheBJP.

Corruptionandnepotism
have grown more during
Modi’sregimeasrevealed
by the Corruption
Perception Index. Indiais
ranked 85™"among 180
countriesin Transparency
International’ sCorruption
Perceptionsindex (CPI),
2021. Inthe 2020 Index,
India’s position has
worsened by six slotsfrom
80t0 86.

Based on the CAG
report, some opposition

New Age Weekly

|eaderssay PM Modi-led
Centre“hasbrokenall the
recordsof corruptionover
thepast 75years’. TheCAG
of India, inanaudit report
onthe'Implementation of
Phase-1 of
BharamaaPariyojana from
2017-18 to 2020-21 has

Dr Santosh Kumar
Mohapatra

financia yearsstarting2014-
15. Out of that written-of f
amount, only 13-15 per
cent isrecovered. Thenwho
arethebeneficiaries?lsitnot
a humongous scam by
another name?Cananyone
get off scot-freewithout the
support of theruling class?

PM Modi compared
variousexpenditureswith
the previous UPA
governmentinnomind terms.
But nothingiscomparedin

debt, whichwasRs374,484
crores in 2013-14 has
doubled to Rs
7,48,895crores in 2022-
23.

India’'s public health
expenditureisone of the
lowest in the world as a
percentage of GDP.
Education has become
unaffordable for larger
sectionsof society dueto
privatization. India stax-
GDPratioisoneof thelowest
intheworldwiththeburden
of taxationfalingonthepoor.
Initsreport published on
January 15, 2023, Oxfam
Indiaclaimedthatindirect

India’s public health expenditureisone of the
lowest in the world as a percentage of GDP.
Education has become unaffordable for larger
sections of society dueto privatization. India’'s
tax-GDP ratio is one of the lowest in the world
with the burden of taxation falling on the poor.

In itsreport, Oxfam India claimed that indirect
taxes are being taken disproportionately from
poor and middle class as compared to therich

highlighted the cost
escalaionincongructingthe
29.06 km
DwarkaExpressway from
Rs18croreper kmtoRs250
croreper km.

Similarly, under the
BharatmalaPariyojana,
75,000 km of roadswereto
beconstructed at therate of
Rs15 crore per km.
However, the Modi
government increased the
cost to Rs25 croreper km,
thereby committingascam
worthRs7.51akhcroreinthe
project.

Whatisrarely discussed
isthat bankshavewritten off
badloansworth Rs14.56
lakh croreinthelast nine

absoluteor nominal terms.
Inflationistobetakeninto
account. Everyexpenditure
should be compared asa
percentage of GDP. Our
budget sizeisdecliningasa
percentageof GDPevenless
thanhalf of many devel oped
countries. But Prime
Minister NarendraModi did
not tell how the debt has
grownand now seemstobe
unsustainable.

TheCentrd government’s
debtwasRs58.61akhcrore
(52.2 per cent of GDP) as
of March 31, 2014, which
went up by 174 percent to
1155.6lakhcrore(57.1 per
cent of GDP) asof March
31,2023. Moreimportantly,
thegovernment’sexternal

taxes are being taken
disproportionately fromthe
poor andthemiddleclassas
comparedtotherich.

ThePrimeMinister said
that our inflation is low
comparedtoother countries.
Butretail inflationsoaredto
15monthshighof 7.44 per
centinJuly fromJune. Food
inflation that cripplesthe
poor hashitdoubledigits.
India’ sinflation outpaced
major economiesand rose
faster than many large
economiesaswell askey
emerging marketing peers.

The Prime Mister
trumpeted India sgrowth
story andsaidthat in 2014,
whenhisgovernment first
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cameto power, Indiawas
ranked the 10t™"best
economy intheworld and
today it is fifth and will
become third-largest
economy inthenextfive
years. Thisisamathematical
certainty. India semergence
astheworld’sthird-largest
economy inthisdecadehas
beenforecastfor quitesome
time now — whichever
party forms the next
government. However,
India has been the third-
largest economy intermsof
purchasing power parity
since2011too.

What isdisconcertingis
that inthe 1980s, China’'s
economy wasthe sameas
that of India. But now
China seconomy ismore
than five times. If we
comparethenineyearsof the
Modi government (2014-15
t02022-23) tothe10years
averageperformanceof the
UPA government (2004-05
to 2013-14),the
performance in terms of
GDP growth has been
somewhat subduedinthe
Modi eracomparedtothe
UPA.

The new data release
shows that GDP growth
during the UPA years
averaged 6.7 per centduring
UPA. Buttheoldserieshad
pegged theseat about 8.1
per cent and 7.46 per cent
respectively inUPA-1 and
UPA-II. Incomparison, the
current government has
witnessed anaverageGDP
growthrateof around 5.7
per cent only during nine
yearsof itsterm.

While trumpeting
supercilious growth, the
PrimeMinister should not
forgetthat Indiaranksvery
low in per capitaincome.
Theignominiousfactisthat
Indiaranks139"intheworld
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in terms of per capita
income, which meansitis
below 138 countrieseven
Bangladesh. Similarly, in
termsof per capitaincome
(purchasing power parity),
India ranks 127"in the
world, which meansitis
below 126 countries.

Prime Minister
NarendraM odi saidthat the
worldiswatchingusbecause
of our commitment. Butthe
reality isdifferentasindia
is home to the largest
number of hungry,poor and
homeless people in the
world. Around 97 crore
people are deprived of
healthy food. Crores of
peopledo not know when
andwherefromtheir next
meal will come.

India’s reputation is
affectedinforeigncountries
as it ranks abysmally in
variousinternationd indexes.
India ranks human
developmentindex 2021-22
(132"out of 191 countries),
World Happiness Index
2023 (126'™out of 149
countries), World Hunger
Index 2022 (107"out of 116
countries)), World Peace
Index 2022 (136"Mout of 163
countries), and Sustainable
Development Index 2022
(120 out of 163 countries)
indicatethat growthdoesnot
reflectimprovementinthe
standard of living of the
people.

Prime Minister
NarendraM odi alsotalked
of women-leddevel opment.
But India has one of the
lowest female labour
participationrates. India
ranksabysmally at 135 out
of 146 countriesinitsGlobal
Gender Gap (GGG) Index
for 2022. Indiaalsoranks
95"out of 129 countriesin
anew gender equality index
that measuresglobal gender
equality looking at aspects
such as poverty, health,
education, literacy, political
representation, andequality

intheworkplace. Further,
over al5per centrisein
crimeagaingwomenin2021
portendshow women are
treated shabbily insociety.
Itistruethat thereisno
easy method to solve all
problems. Butcananyruling
classtalk of * Amritkaal’
whencrimeandsuicide, are
growingandsociety istorn
asunder withtheinstitution
of marriagecrumbling?The
NCRB-2021 notesthat the
burden of deathsby suicide
hasincreasedinIndiaby 7.2
per cent from 2020 witha
total of 1,64,033 people
dyingbysuicidein2021. The
report follows a 2021
Lancet study that notedIndia
reportsthehighest number

demography, democracy
anddiversity. Inthepast, he
has described Indian
democracy asamother of
democracy. But now all
pillars of democracy are
weakened. Thepro-ruling
classpeopleareentrusted
with theresponsibility of
various important
institutions.
EnforcementDirectorate,
CBI, and some other
investigating agenciesare
usedagainst oppositionand
curb dissent. Society is
polarised and problemsof
religiousfanaticiam, linguidtic
antagonism, andcommunal
skirmishesareloominglarge
andthreatentheunity and
integrity of the nation

Prime Minister NarendraM odi said that the
situation in Manipur isimproving. Each time,
for any crisis, he says things will be solved. But

animportantingredientof the
success and survival of
democracy. But the
credibility of Indianmedia
isnow questionable. India
isranked abysmally 161 out
of 180countriesintheWorld
PressFreedomIndex. India
wasranked 140in2014. It
means|ndia sposition has
declined by 21 slotssince
2014.

Politicshasbecomeonly
rich people’s game.
Democracy has been
confinedtoonly therightto
suffrage. Money andmuscle
power areplayingadominant
roleinelectoral battle. There
isgrowing hatred against
criticsandcriminalizationof
politics.

the responsibility of his government isto
prevent such happening. Nobody has seen
tomorrow. In thelong run, everybody is dead.
Those who are killed will not get back their
lives nor who are raped

will get back their dignity

of suicide deaths in the
world.

Prime Minister
NarendraM odi saidthat the
situation in Manipur is
improving. Eachtime, forany
crisis, hesaysthingswill be
solved. Buttheresponsbility
of his government is to
prevent such happening.
Nobody hasseentomorrow.
Inthelongrun, everybody
is dead. Those who are
killedwill not get back their
livesnorwhoarerapedwill
get back their dignity.

Prime Minister
NarendraM odi highlighted
the nation’s unique
distinctionastheworld’s
largest democracy andcited
that we are lucky to have

especially our cultural
diversity.

Democracy isslidingin
IndiaasIndiaisdubbed as
an electoral autocracy.
Indiaranks108"in the
Electoral Democracy Index
of theV-dem Democracy
Report 2023. Indiahasal so
been namedinthetop 10
autocratisngcountriesinthe
last 10years. Indiaisalso
ranked 46'"on the 2021
Globa Democracy Index of
theEconomist Intelligence
Unit (EIVU) and has been
classified as a flawed
democracy. Indiaa soranks
awfully at 119 out of 165
countries on the Human
Freedom Index.

Freedom of thepressis

According to areport
released by the ADR, 43
percent of the present
LokSabha MPs have a
criminal background, and
thecandidateswithacrimind
background have more
chancestowintheelection.
Further, theaverageassets
of LokSabha MPs are
around Rs20 crorewhile
that of RajyaSabhaM Psis
Rs55 crore.

PrimeMinster alsosaid
that hehasfull faithinthe
power of youth. But many
youth areroaming onthe
street without jobs and
workinginI T cellsof various
political partieswherethey
are used to create hatred
against others.Around9.79

9

lakh postsarelying vacant
in central government
departmentsasonMarch1,
2021. Central PSU jobs
havedeclined by over 2.7
lakhsin the past decade.
Over 2.4lakhpostsremain
vacantinA, B, and C posts
of Railways.

The theme for
IndependenceDay 2023is
‘NationFirst,AlwaysFirst’.
But now rich, powerful
corporate behemothsare
treatedfirst. Thesystemis
riggedtofavour themat the
cost of the poor. The
corporatetax hasbeen cut,
wealthtaxesareabolished,
real interest ratesarekept
low, and stock marketsare
manipulated to help
corporate behemoths to
amasswealth. Further,while
therichand powerful have
kepttheir black money intax
havenstohidetherill-gotten
wealth and evade taxes,
saversaremadetopay taxes
onhard-earned savingsand
evenoninsurancepremiums.

Therichgettingricher
reflects that how the
governmentistakingtheside
of therich. The2022World
Inequality Report showed
that the gap between the
richandthepoorinindiais
atahistorical high, withthe
top 10 per cent holding 57
per cent of national income
— morethantheaverageof
50 per cent under British
colonia rule(1858-1947).

ThePrimeMinster urged
Indianstore-electhiminthe
next 2024 LokSabha
election. Buthedidnot tell
what promiseshehad made
beforethe 2014 el ections
and how much samehave
beenrealized. Notasingle
promise of the economic
front hasbeenfulfilledexcept
resorting to publicity
blitzkrieg.

(The author is an
Odisha-based economist
and social thinker)
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Petrol at Rs 15 per litre Proposal before Election 2024 is Another Jumla

Foodgrains for Industries Would
Ruin Food Security for Poor

Inarallyorganizedin
Pratapgarh on July 4,
2023 in the poll-bound
state Rajasthan, the
Union minister of road
transport and highwaysof
IndiaNitin Gadkari, has
said that an innovative
proposal has been made
to reduce the price of
petrol to Rs 15 per litre.
On that day petrol was
being sold in Rajasthan
atRs113.48per litre,and
hence attracted the
attention of the people
who understood
Gadkari’'s statement
implyingthatif theModi
government returns to
power after the 2024
general election petrol
will be sold at Rs15 per
litre.

Isitanelection‘jumla
again?Theintention behind
this statement seems not
only toattract all whouse
petrol but also the 70 per
cent of the populationwho
aredependentonagriculture
fortheirlivelihoodisclear,
since healso said that the
petrol prices would be
brought to Rs15 alitre by
producing ethanol from
foodgrainsandthenblending
itonanaverage 60 per cent
inpetrol. Throughit, India
wouldsaveamassiveimport
expenditure of Rs16 lakh
crore that would be
redirected towards the
farmers’ households.

Thereisaparallel from
2014 electioncampaignthat
turned outtobea‘jumla’.
TheBJP’ sprimeminister
candidateNarendraM odi
had promisedto bring back
altheblack money of Indians
stashedinforeignbanksand
depositRs151akhintoevery
citizen’s bank account.
L ater, party chief Amit Shah
hassaidthatitwasa'jumla’.
New Age Weekly

Dr Gyan Pathak

INn2018, anRTI wasfiledin
the PM O asking for exact
datewhenthemoney will be
deposited, the PMO said
that this cannot be
considered‘information’
under therulesof RTI. Now
everyoneknowsthat Modi
government has utterly
failedinbringing back the
black money, and citizens
can’t even hope for the
promised Rs15lakhintheir
accounts.

Then there are other
issues involved, such as
issueof ethanol blending.As
per the ‘Roadmap for
Ethanol Blendinginlndiaby
2020-25', Indiaintendsto
reach ablending of 20 per
cent of ethanol by 2025-26.
However, thegovernmentis
evenfaster thanitsroadmap,
on February 6, 2023, the
Centrerolled out 20 per cent
ethanol blending at sel ect
petrol pumpsin 11 states
andUnionTerritoriesaspart
of the programme to
increase useof bio-fuelsto
cut emissions as well as
dependence on foreign
exchange-drainingimport of
petroleum.

Ethanol isproducedfrom
sugarcane, foodgrainsand
other bio-sources. India
gives subsidies for
agricultural produceinthe
nameof welfareof farmers
andthepoor people, butthe
Centredivertshugeamount
of ‘food subsidies’ to
industries. Poverty stricken
peopleareleftinthelurch
and subsidies on their
foodgrains are actually
providedtothebusinessand
industries, afact that cannot
besaid an‘honest’ act for
thecommon people.

Thereisarecentexample
of refusingevensaleof rice

at Rs 34 per kilogram to
Karnataka, thestatewhere
theCongresshasthrownthe
BJPout of power. Thenew
Congressgovernment had
announced 10kgricetoall
poor households, but the
M odi government wasnot
ready toprovidethestatethe
subsidizedriceat Rs20akg.
The state government
thenaskedfor ricefromfree
market scheme of the
government at therateof Rs
34 akg. Eventhough Food
Corporationof India(FCl),
afterinitially agreed, finally
refusedtosall ricetothestate
even at the offered price of
Rs34 akgintendedtofeed
poor peoplein Karnataka.

Aspart of thepoalitics, the
Centrehasevenrefusedto
supply food to some BJP
ruled statestobalanceitsact,
toappear politically neutral,
but it could not veil the
cruelty of thegovernment of
refusingricetothepoor even
at offered price of
Karnatakaat Rs34 akg, but
supplied huge quantity of
ricetoindustriesfor ethanol
production at subsidized
rate of Rs20 per kg.

Some81,044tonsof FCI
rice was allocated in the
ethanol productionduring
ethanol supply year
(December-November)
2020-21, as per the date
presented by the Union
ministry of consumer affairs,
anditwaspriced at Rs20 per
kg. It should be noted that
thefoodgrainsareprocured
fromthefarmersat unfair
M SPratesfor thepurported
purposeof food security, but
wasdivertedtoindustries.

It should al so be noted
that thegovernment fixesthe
pricesof ethanol produced
fromdifferent bio-sources.
TheCentrehad pricedthe
ethanol producedfromrice
and maize at Rs51.55 per

litre during 2020-21 for
whichit had allocated over
81,000 tons of rice. It is
simply a fraud against
farmersandthepeopleof the
country whenoneprocures
foodgrains at very cheap
M SP in the name of food
security but actually divert
ittoindustrial production.

Gadkari said that Rs16
lakh croretobesavedfrom
60 per cent of blending
would be transferred to
farmer households, why his
government is not
transferring the profit
already being made by
ethanol  production?
Obvioudly, they don’tintend
to. They arepromisingthey
would do when prime
ministerNarendraModi led
BJP government would
returnto power for thethird
time. Itissimply acheating
of thepeopl eof thecountry.

[tisirony that the Centre
is not even ready to give
remunerative MSP to
farmers, but promisingthem
Rs16 lakh crore if
government reaches60 per
cent of ethanol blending.
Centre’slaunching 20 per
cent blendingfor 11 states
andUTsnow isnow severa
monthsold, andall Indial0
per cent average blending
wasachieved by June2022.
Government saved | akhsof
crorerupeesfromimport of
oil, butwherethemoney has
gone?Of course, not tothe
farmers, sincefarmersare
still agitatingfor afair M SP
anditslegal guarantee, and
the M odi government has
beendenyingit.

Oil companies had
procured 80.09 crorelitres
of ethanol upto January 30,
2023for blendingin petrol
during 2022-23 and
sixcrorelitresof bio-diesel
for blending with diesel
duringtheyear. However,
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the profits went to big
business and corporate
houses, not farmers.

Primeminister Narendra
Modi had promised
doubling of farmersincome
by 2022, but it remains a
dream. Eveninthelast crop
season, many farmerswere
compelled to sell their
potatoesand onionsat Rs1-
2per kg, whichwasashame.
Farmerscontinuesuicides
acrossthecountry. Poorin
extremepoverty aregoing
empty stomach. Thelatest
Sustai nable Devel opment
Goals (SDG) atlas of the
World Bank saysthat 134
million peoplewereunder
international poverty linein
2019 and the number
exceeded tremendously
during the Covid and 800
million peoplesurvivedon
fivekgfreerice. Theatlas
reveal sthat 68.5 per cent
peopleinindiathatis973
million were not able to
afford healthy dietin2021.

In this backdrop, the
Centrenot supplyingfood
for thepoor whileprocuring
inthenameof food security
anddivertingtoindustriesat
subsidisedrateisunethical .
Thegovernmentintendsto
raiseblendingto 60 peris
thereforedangerousfor food
security for the people,
which Modi government
intendstoreachinhisthird
termif comesto power after

2024 el ection.

Modi’s three
controversia farm lawsthat
intended to bring

corporates to farms, that
wasfought toothand nail by
thefarmers, duetowhich
Prime Minister Narandra
Modi hadtowithdraw them
should now be
understandable what the
government really wants.
Farmersarestill demanding
remunerativeMSPandits
legal guarantee, and the
people demanding
subsidised food, but they
arerefusedwhileindustries
arebeingsuppliedthesame
at subsidisedrates.
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“The BJP government is undermining the very
democratic systemin thecountry and primeminister
NarendraModi is serving the interests of corporate
bosses,” said Communist Party of India national
council secretary BinoyViswam, MP,whileaddressing
as chief guest the centenary celebrations of late
GujjulaYellamandaReddy, former national president
of Bharatiya Khet Mazdoor Union (BKMU).

The celebrationswere
inaugurated by
BinoyViswaminBachchaa
BaaahKalyanaMandapam
in Ongole of Prakasham
districtinthe presence of
CPI AndhraPradesh state
council secretary K
Ramakrishna, A
Rammurthy, national
secretary of BKMU,
ParakalaPrabhakar, writer
and political analyst, Jalli
Wilson and P J
Chandrashekar Raoformer
MLCs, GujjulaEashwaraiah
CPI state secretariat
member, AvulaEashwer,
state general secretary of
BKMU, on August 13,
2023.

Lateramemorial lecture
was held under the
chairmanship of
GujjulaEashwaraiah, CPI
APstatesecretariat member
on ‘Indian Parliamentary
Democracy: Election
Reformsand Necessity of
Proportional
Representation Methodin
Elections'.

BinoyVisvamMPgiving
thememorial lecturestated
that M odi hashanded over
I ndian democracy intothe
hands of afew corporate
forces. Itisshameful that
BJPand RSSwhich have

H“;-Ts——aa-s—k: —

not participated in the
freedomstrugglearetoday
posing themselves as
patriots. RSS which had
worked overtimeto serve
the interests of British
imperialismisboasting as
veteran of armed struggle.

BinoyViswam also
emphasi sed that the need of
thehour isstrengthening of
parliamentary democracy,
electionreformsand above
all adopting proportional
representationmethodinthe
elections. Peopl€ sproblems
will besolved asand when
common people enter
Parliament and aswell into
legislative bodies.
Nowadays the election
system has gone into
clutchesof corporateforces.
Contesting candidatesare
spending hundredsof crores
of rupees.

Corporates are giving
huge amounts to such
candidates so that once
electedthey will work forthe
corporates’ benefits.Adanis
and Ambanis are giving
donationstoruling parties.
Proportional representation
method alonecanbringthe
changeinsociety. Atrocities,
attacks,  corruption,
irregularitiesand murders
will stop as and
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Crisisin Our Democratic
Structureunder BJP Rule
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when common peopl eenter
into legislative bodies.
L eaders have to advance
forwardwiththeinspiration
of GujjulaYellamanda
Reddy and bring change
among people,
BinoyVishwam observed.

Parakal aPrabhakar,
writer and analyst, while
addressing stated that India
needs parliamentary
democracy with debate.
How threenew agricultural
Acts were approved in
Parliament without debate?
How the same Acts were
scrapped without any
debate. Wedo not need such
government. The BJP
government has come to
power withmere38per cent
votesandisplaying game
withlivesof commonpeople
after comingto power. Our
Indian economy is being
dismantled with
demonetisation.

People of this country

CPI leaderspaying tributesto Com. Yellamanda Reddy

AP state council secretary K Ramakrishna addressing the memorial meeting

and parties should not
remain passivetowardsthe
happenings in Manipur,
Gujarat and Bihar. People
havetodevelopquestioning
theanti-peoplepoliciesof
the government. People
shouldhavequestionedand
notremainedsilentwhilethe
central government waived
off loanstothetuneof Rs
15 lakh crores to the
corporate houses. The
Central government’s
snatching away thepowers
of the statesisnothing but
deteriorationof democracy.

Andhra Pradesh CPI
state council secretary K
Ramakrishnainhisaddress
statedthat priortoModi’s
coming to power, India’'s
debt wasmere Rs 55 lakh
croresandinjusttenyears
thedebt amount hastouched
Rs100lakhcrores. Asper
the ordersof RSS, BJPis
creatingcommunal tension
andriots. Indiaisacitadel
for various religions,
cultures, castes, languages,
regions, etc. Though Uttar
Pradesh has 18 per cent
minorities, surprisingly there
IS not even either single
MuslimMPor MLA. This
isclearindicationof BJP's
hatred towards Muslim
minorities. Healsostatedthat
centenary cel ebrationstook
placein Ongole, whichis
commendable.

K Ramakrishnapointed
out that after Jaganmohan
Reddy’ scoming to power,
development of thestatehas
gone 10 years back.
Exposing the anti-people
policiesof stateand Central

governments,APCPI state
council isorganising bus
yatrafrom August 17. Yatra
will beflagged off fromthe
gateof Vizag steel plantand
culminateat Tirupathi with
a huge public meeting.
Centenary cel ebrationsof
Yellamanda Reddy will take
place year long. K
Ramakrishnaappeal ed to
party workers to march
forwardwithhisinspiration.

AIKSnational president
RavulaVenkaiah while
addressing shared his
experiences of 50 years
workingwith Yellamanda
Reddy who has launched
many  struggles of
agricultural labourersand
organised hugenational and
state level rallies of
agricultural labourers.
Thoughhegot electedasMP
andthriceasMLA, hedid
not own ahouse.

Gujjula Eashwaraiah,
party state secretariat
member whileaddressing
reminded that Yellamanda
Reddy had resigned from
the post of MP in the
agitationforVizagsted plant.

The seminar was also
addressed by Ram Murthy,
national secretary, BKMU,
AvulaShekar, Ravindra,
sonsof YellamandaReddy,
Ravulapalli Ravindranath
president of AITUC,
Sivareddy and Nagendraof
AISF and AIYF, M L
Narayana, district secretary,
CPI, KondaReddy, |eader
of CPI(M), DVN Swamy,
|eader of CPI (ML) among

others. _
— Ram Narsimha Rao
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Re-evaluatePolicy on
Generic Medicines. CPI

Communist Party of I ndianational council secretary BinoyViswam M P
haswrittenthefollowingletter on August 22, 2023to Union minister of health
and family welfareDr M ansukhM andaviyaurginghimtore-evaluatethe
policy on generic medicines:

I writethisletter toyou drawingyour attentiontoamatter that significantly
impactsthehealth and financial well-being of our citizens. M any sections
of society haveraised concern about the promotion of generic medicines
over branded medicines, particular ly about thedir ectivesissued by theNational
M edical Commission’sboar d of ethics. Thedirectivesask doctor stoprescribe
genericmedicine, but they seem tobein contraventiontoour existingdrug
policies. It hasbeen pointed out that if thegover nment isgenuinely inclined
towardspromotinggenericmedicines, thefirst step should betolimit or ban
branded medicines. Without such adecisiveaction, chemistswill beat discr etion
of sellingany brand, underminingthevery purposeof thisdirective.

| must emphasizethat I ndia, with itsrobust phar maceutical industry, has
been aleader in producingquality genericmedicines. Our publicsector units,
likethelndian Drugsand PharmaceuticalsLtd (IDPL), haveconsistently
reduced thecost of treatment domestically andinter nationally. Unfortunately,
these unitsnow appear to be non-functional or considerably lessactive.
Additionally, thedifferencein pricebetween themaximumretail price(MRP)
and thepurchasingpriceof branded genericsisalarmingly high. Thisnot
only burnsaholeinthepocket of our citizensbut alsoraisesconcer nsabout
theprofit marginsand pricingstrategiesof phar maceutical companies.|’ve
alsolearnt that areport concerningtherationalization of trademarginsin
drugswassubmitted in December 2015, but no substantiveaction seemsto
have been taken on the same.

Giventhecondition, | urgeyoutodelvedeepintothismatter. Our primary
responsibility isthewell-being of our citizens. Tothat end, it isessential to
re-evaluateour policiesregarding generic medicines, strengthen our public
sector phar maceutical units, and reassessthepricing of branded generics.
| hopetheseissueswill find your consideration.

Call to Unite against Communal Forces...

From Page 04

immediately and statehood
be granted to Jammu and
Kashmir.Heappealedtoall
the democratic and
progressiveforcestocome
forwardunitedlytofightthe
policiesof polarizationand
dividepursued by the BJP
government.

Annie Raja, general
secretary of National
Federation of Indian
Women, who recently
vistedManipurtoassessthe
situation said that what
happenedintheregionisa
black chapter in Indian
history and demanded that
peace should be restored
immediately. Shesaidthat

New Age Weekly

astrict actionmust betaken
against thoseinvolvedin
killingsand damaging the
property of people.

Among otherswho also
addressedtheeventincluded
senior National Conference
|eader and former minister
Ajay Sadhotra, former
RajyaSabhamember Sheikh
Rehman, senior Congress
leader Raman Bhalla,
CPI(M) leader Hari Singh
and others.

The meeting passed a
resolution strongly
condemning the ongoing
violencein Manipur, where
women hadtofacebarbaric
assault. The meeting
demanded that the chief

minister of Manipur should
immediately resign and
peaceberestored. Culprits
should bestrictly punished.

The meeting also
condemnedthegovernment
of Haryanaforindulgingin
demolition of propertiesof
aparticular community and
or indulging in imposing
collectivepunishment.

Themeetingwasattended
by many eminent
personalities including
lawyers, academics, civil
societymembers and
others.

While concluding the
meeting, president of
AIPSO J&K Ashwani
Kumar gavevoteof thanks.

August 27-September 02, 2023

Conference of BKMU...

From Page 06

N Periyasamy, thegeneral secretary placed hisreport
inthe most succinct manner. His60 minutelong report
captured the depth and dimension of the dangers and
challengesthat confront theagricultural workers. Onthe
issuesof deniedlivelihood whichiseconomicterrorism
andsocia oppressionwhichisanaffronttotheCongtitution,
theagricultural workersunder thebanner of TNAWU are
destinedtolead arel entl essfight against thisand establish
asociety wherether rightsareensured. Thiswastheessence
of thegenera secretary’ sreport. Thegrippingand meaningful
address set thetone of the conference.

V Amirthalingam, general secretary of All India
Agrigultural WorkersUnion, Balasundaram, general
secretary of All IndiaAgricultural Rural WorkersUnion,
M Radakrishnan, general secretary of TNAITUC,PS
Masilamani, general secretary of TN FarmersUnionand
M Veerapandian, general secretary of Tamil Nadu
Oppressed PeopleRightsA ssoci ation greeted thedel egate
session. R Mutharasan, CPI Tamil Nadu state council
secretary al so addressed the del egate session.

Asapart of the conference there was a seminar on
MahatmaGandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee
Act: Successand Challenges. T M Murthy,secretary of
AITUC presided over. G Palanidurai, professor, Gandhi
GraminUniversity, VahidhaNizamand A BaskarPanchayat
President, Tiruthurai poondi participated.

After very meaningful and constructivediscussionsand
deliberationsthegeneral secretary summed upthereport
incorporating thesuggestionsplaced by thedel egates. The
report was adopted unanimously. C Chandrakumar,
treasurer placed theaccountswhichwasal so unanimously
approved.

Thedel egatesession ended with adoption of resolutions
and constituting astatecouncil of 101 members. Thecouncil
met to elect a 21 member executive committee with
NPeriyasamyformer MLA, aspresident, K Marimuthu
MLA, PPadmavathyformer MLA, A Varadarajanasvice
presidents, A Baskar asgeneral secretary, V PPalanisamy,
JPrathaban and Su M ahendran as assi stant secretaries
and C ChandraKumar astreasurer.

Thedelegate session cameto end with vote of thanks
rendered by theVirudunagardistrict secretary of theunion
AVaradarajan.

Theconferenceresolvedtomobilizeagricultural workers
and participateinthe Gram Sabhameetingsthat will be
held on August 15, 2023.

A resol ution demanding minimum 200 dayswork with
Rs600 asdefined daily wagewas unanimously adopted.
Theconferencegaveout acall toholdmeetingsat all levels
topropagatetheresol veand carry out campaigns, meetings
and agitationsto winthe genuinedemands.

The 13" State Conference, in essence sent out afirm
and undisputed message that they demand their
constitutional rightsand not alms.
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CountrieswiththeHighest
Unemployment Rate

In 2021, South Africa
had the highest
unemploymentrateinthe
world, at 29.8 percent. Of
the10 countrieswiththe
highest unemployment
rates, eight werein Sub-
Saharan Africa.

What exactly is
unemployment?

Theunemployment rate
isthenumber of peoplein
the workforce currently
looking for jobs but not
working. Thisnumber does
not include students and
retirees, as they are not
looking for work, nor does
itincludepeoplewhohave
givenup onfinding ajob
(known as discouraged
workers). Comparing
internationa unemployment
rates can be problematic,
however, as different
countries use different
methodologies when
classifyingunemployment.
For example, Niger records
the third lowest
unemployment rateinthe
world, despiteoften being
listedasthe least devel oped
country worldwide - thisis
becausethemajority of the
population engage in
subsistencefarming, with
very littleopportunity for
paid employment.

A major driver in
unemployment in these
countriesis conflict. In
particular, internally
displaced persons (IDPs)
want towork, but moving
to another part of the
country disrupts their
business network and
moves them into a local
economy with different
labour demand. Countries
withlowlevelsof economic
development, asroughly
indicatedby alow GDPper
capita, often have fewer
labour market opportunities,
leading to high

unemployment rates.

Thestatisticreflectsthe
seasonally adjusted
unemployment rate in
member states of the
European Union in June
2023. The seasonally
adjustedunemploymentrate
inSpaininJune2023was
11.7 percent.The
unemployment rate
representsthe shareof the
unemployedinall potential
employeesavailabletothe
job market.

Theunemployment rate
isanimportant measure of
a country or region’s
economic health, and
despiteunemploymentlevels
intheEuropeanUnion faling
dlightly fromapeakinearly

T 'p%' "

2013, they remain high,
especially incomparisonto
what therateswere before
the worldwide recession
started in 2008. This
confirms the continuing
stagnation in European
markets, which hitsyoung
jobseekersparticularly hard
asthey struggleto compete
against older, more
experienced workersfor a
job, sufferingunder jobless
rates twiceashighasgenera
unemployment.

Some companies, such
as Microsoft and Fujitsu,
have created thousands of

jobsinsomeof thecountries
whichhaveparticularly dire
unemployment rates,
creating abeacon of hope.
However, someindustries
such as information
technology, face the
conundrum of adeficit of
qualifiedworkersinthelocal
unemployed work force,
and have to hire workers
from abroad instead of
helping decreasethelocal
unemployment rates. This
skillsmismatchhasnoquick
solution, asworkersrequire
timefor retrainingtofill the
openings in the growing
science-, technology-, or
engineering-basedjobs, and
too few students choose
degreesthatwould helpthem

obtainthesepositions.

Worldwide
unemployment alsoremains
high, with theratesbeing
worstintheMiddleEast and
NorthAfrica. Estimatesby
the International Labour
Organizationpredictthatthe
problem will stabilize in
coming years, but not
improveuntil atleast 2017.

I ndigenous
national strikein
Ecuador

The Confederation of
IndigenousNationalitiesof
Ecuador (CONAIE)

backed by more than 53
social organizations, started
anational indefinitestrikein
Ecuador to force the
governmenttorespondtoa
pleabased ontendemands.
Thestrikeoccurredayear
after Guillermo Lassotook
office asthe President of
Ecuador, whowasaccused
of notfulfillinghiselectoral
campaign promises. Inthe
recent history of Ecuador,
theindigenouspeopleonly
go to strike when their
situation is desperate.
Therefore, lordhavemercy
whenit happens, itwouldn’t
be the first time the
indigenousdi scontentwould
toppleagovernment.

Attheroot of thestrike
liesthecontinuousincrease
of poverty andinequality in
acountry harshly beaten by
the pandemic and years of

by Lasso and his
predecessor. While the
poverty ratefor 2021 was
32.2 per cent, a 10.2 per
centincreasefrom2015, the
extremepoverty ratealmost
doubled during the same
period. Likewise, as a
collateral consequence of
the social-economic
disparity, thehomiciderate
hasundergoneadramatic
rise, from5.6 homicidesper
100thousandinhabitantsin
theyear 2016,t014in2021.
Consequently, Ecuador has
turnedfromoneof thesafest

Diary of

| nternational

Events
C. Adhikesavan

countriesintheregiontoa
very dangerousone.

Thelndigenouspetitions
oppose the government
neoliberal agenda, which
includesfreezing thefuel
prices; acredit moratorium
for more than 4 million
people who are
experiencingdifficultiesin
repaying their debts;
improving theprecarious
currentworkingconditions;
or preventing the
privatization of state
companies. During the
second round of the 2021
presidential election, Lasso
obtained the support of
some indigenous
organi zations, what”smore,
Lasso’ sparty contributedto
andbackedintheindigenous
candidate in gaining the
presidency of theL egidative.
Whileit cannot be denied
that at first theindigenous
peoples and Lasso
collaborated, this
relationship gradually
deteriorated.

L eonidaslza, oneof the
most prominent | eaders of
theindigenous movement
opposed Lasso’s
government from the
beginning. Hewason the
front line of the protests
against Lasso’spredecessor,
LeninMoreno, in October
2019.Atthistime, ahightoll
waspaidinlives-therewere
11 deaths, over 1200
peopleinjured, duringthe10
daysof theriotswhichbroke
out all over thecountry. In
the aftermath, the
Ombudsman Officecreated
a Truth Commission that
describedtheactionsof the
stateforcesascrimesagainst
humanity. Back then, Lasso
portrayedtheprotestersas
vandals and criminalsin
public statements.
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Democracy at Peril...

From Last Page

RavulavVenkaiah,Nationa
President, AIKS, saidinhis
address that Kisans have
launched long standing
militant struggle and
succeededintheir struggle.
Inthesameway Vizag steel
plant workers also will
succeed in their struggle
against privatisation.

MuppallaNageshwera
Rao, state assistant
secretary,CPI, statedinhis
addressthat if therewould
have been membersof | eft
partiesinthestateassembly,
they would havestoppedthe
exploitation of natural
resources. Inforthcoming
elections people have to

JV Satyanarayana
Murthy, state assistant
secretary, CPI, while
addressing stated that M odi
‘sruleis good only for
Ambanis and Adanis.
Gangavaram port hasbeen
handed over to Adanis.
Gangavaram peoplewere
displaced onceat thetime
of constructionof steel plant
andsecondtimeagainat the
timeof construction of the
port. Government has
closedthedoorsfor fishing.
Peopleof Vizagwill notkeep
quiet if Gangavaram port
stopstheraw materialsto
Vizag steel plant, JV
Satyanarayana Murthy
warned.

CPI,Adinarayana, national
Vice president and G
Obulesu, state general
secretary, AITUC, also
addressed. Paidirgju, district
secretary, CPI, welcomed
guests. Ayodhya Ram,
CITU, Mantri,Rajashekar,
INTUC, KVV Prasad,
state general
secretary,AIKS, PHarnath
Reddy, state secretariat
memberAJStalin, CPI, A
Vimala, state working
president, NFIW,
L eninBabu, Johnson Babu,
stateleadersof AIYF,AISF,
Chandranayak, stategenerd
secretary, |PTA,Achyut
Rao, district secretary,
AITUCwerealso present.
Audience was enthused
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Violence in Manipur, a Major Public Health Issue: IDPD

Thelndian Doctorsfor
Peace and Development
(IDPD) issued following
statement onthesituationin
Manipur that we, the
doctors associated with
Indian Doctors for Peace
and Development (IDPD),
strongly condemn in
unequivocal terms the
unabated violence in
Manipur for the last over
threemonths. Inastatement,
IDPD president
DrArunMitra, general
secretary DrShakeel Ur
Rahman, president, Mnaipur
chapter DrMoirangthem
Nara Singh together
rel eased thedocument that
saidthefollowing:

Insituationsof conflict,
women and children are
awaystheworst affected.
In this spree of violence,
many peoplehavelosttheir
livesandlivelihood; houses
havebeen burnt/destroyed,
thousands of people have
been displaced andforced
toliveinrefugeecamps. The

incidentswhichstartedfrom
May 3, 2023 continue
unabatedtill date. Thishas
takentoll onboth physical
and mental health of the
peoplewhichwill havelong
standing impact on their
lives.

These happenings are
mainly duetotheglaring
failureof boththe Central
andstategovernments. The
Central government was
silentfor morethantwoand
half monthstill aviral video
came out in social media
whereinit wasbroughtto
light theheinousatrocities
committed. The Central
government shouldcomeout
withafull factual report on
the on-going Manipur
violence and proposed
approaches to find a

peaceful and lasting
solution.
Westrongly condemnall

formsof violence, including
armed conflicts, attackson
civilians,and humanrights
abusesintheregion.Wea so

call upon the Central and
state governments to
facilitate a meaningful
dialogue aimed at
addressing theroot causes
of theconflictinvolvingthe
all partiesinvolved. We
demandthat thegovernment
of Manipur shall takesuch
suitable steps towards
ensuringaccountabilityina
transparent manner for the
innumerableand horrible
humanrightsviolationsand
promoting justice and
reconciliation.

We emphasize the
importanceof upholdingthe
ruleof law andprotectingthe
rights of all individuals,
regardlessof their ethnicity
or religious background.
Wecall for surrendering of
armsheldby civiliansand at
the sametimedemand that
themilitary and statepolice
should not be partial.
Encouragetheestablishment
of community-based
conflict resolution
mechanismstoaddresslocal

grievances and disputes.
Advocatefor theprotection
of women, children, and
vulnerable populations,
ensuring their safety and
accesstoessential services.

Promote education and
awareness programs that
foster tolerance, respect for
diversity,andunderstanding
among communities in
Manipur.

Support initiatives for
economicdevel opment and
jobcreationintheregionto
addressunderlying socio-
economicissues. Advocate
for theinvolvement of civil
society organisationsand
local community leadersin
the peace-building and
reconciliation process.
Promote sustainable
development and
environmental conservation
efforts to address natural
resourcerelated conflictsin
theregion.

Indian Doctorsfor Peace
and Development firmly
believesthat Violenceof any
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kind has no place in any
civilized society anywhere
intheworld. In1996 World
HealthOrganization (WHO)
Resolutionat WorldHealth
Assembly (WHA), has
declared violenceamajor
and growing public health
problemacrosstheworld.
The Resolution talks of
Sexual Violence and
CollectiveViolenceamong
the several other formsof
violencethat havedamaging
consequencesfor health.in
termsof deaths(mortality)
and physical illnesses,
disabilities and mental
anguish (morbidities); on
healthcare services and
health infrastructure; on
accesstobasicservicessuch
asnutrition, water, shelter,
sanitation and
transportation.

[tishightimethat above
mentioned stepsaretaken
to safeguard health of the
people, ensurepeaceful life
and promotedevel opment
intheregion.

Oy (Kecord ...

Chief Justiceof IndiaD.Y. Chandrachud
onAugust 22 said oneof themissionsof the
Supreme Court Collegiumwasto ensurethat
the richness and diversity of India were
represented in the top court.Terming the
Supreme Court people-centric and not just
poly-vocal, the Chief Justicesaid, “thisisnot
the Supreme Court of Maharashtraor Delhi.
Itisthe Supreme Court of Indiaand our aim
hereistoreflect that thiscourt reflectsthe
diversity of India’. —TheHindu, August 22.

* k%

Delhi University’sdecision tochargeafee
of Rs 1. 90 lakh per annum for its
selffinancing five-year integrated BA LLB
programme has sparked outrage among
studentsand faculty members.

Law educationinIndiaisvery expensive.
Law educationinlIndiaisvery expensive. The
CLAT exam costsaround Rs5,000. Thefee
hike would disproportionately affect
marginalised students. DU’ sfaculty of law used
toofferthree-year LLB andL LM courseswith
nominal feesbetween Rs5,000 and Rs7,000
annually.

* k%

Fear and uncertainty hasgripped Muslims
in Nuh with more than 750 structures

demolished as part of a
crackdowninthewakeof
the recent communal
violence.

The crackdown that
continuedfor four daysuntil
the Punjab and Haryana
High Court ordered the
government to halt it on
August 7 —erased homes
and shops of hundreds of
people. Newdaundry learnt
that most of thepeoplewho
lostthelr property belonged
totheMuslimcommunity.
Theyweredlegedly served
anotice about the action e
merely half-an-hour beforethedemolition, and
were denied any time to remove their
bel ongings.Another resident of Nuh, advocate
Ramzan Chaudhary allegedthat bulldozerswere
being used by thegovernment to* makeHindus
happy” . —newslaundry, August 19.

* k%

A BJP-friendly NRI businessman’ sproposal
toNitiAayog paved theway for thecreation of
atask forcethat authored areport pushing for
corporatisation of agricultureasaway todouble
farmers’ income, documents
reveal .SharadM arathe, who hooked NitiAayog
withhisproposal,isn’tanexpert onagriculture,
farming or any allied subject but abusinessman

running asoftwarecompany.

Documentsobtained by TheReporters’
Collective reveal NitiAayog moved quickly
and eagerly to push the businessman’s
guestionablevision: afuturewherefarmers
lease out farmland to corporate-style
agribusinesscompaniesand effectively work
as their cogs.Aayog later appointed the
bus nessmanonthetask force, whichconsulted
mostly bigcorporationsinvolvedinagriculture
commoditiestrade, such astheAdani Group,
Patanjali, BigBasket, MahindraGroup and
ITC.—reporters-collective.in, August 16.

Compiled by: C Adhikesavan
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DEMOCRACY AT PERIL IN BJP RuLE: CPI

“BJP government is
dangerous for the entire
country.Thistoberealised
by people of this
country.People here will
havesafety provided M odi
is dethroned. Modi
government is bent upon
dismantling entire public
sector.Thestruggleagainst
thisispatrioticone. Struggle
of Vizag steel plant do not
belongtosted plantworkers
aloneasamatter of factit
isthestruggleof entirepublic
sector workers of the
country against the sal e of
public sector companies,”
stated, Amarjeet Kaur,
national council secretary,
CPI,whileinauguratingthe
BusYaatra, at Vizag steel
plant defence committee
campagainst privatisation of
Vizag steel plant, at
K oormannaPalem, Vizagon
August 17, 2023.

She further stated that
Modi government has
become dangerous to the
nation. Democracy isat peril.
Wealthof thenationandits
assetsarebeing handed over
to corporates whereas 80
crorepeopleof thecountry
are living in poverty.
Minimum necessitieslike
medical, drinking water,
educationfacilitiesarenot
inthereach of commonman.
Thegovernment hasmade
several changes in the
gyllabusinordertosaffronize
theeducation system. Prior
to elections Modi has
promised creation of
twocroresjobsevery year
and depositing of  151akhs
in bank accountsof every
citizen of thecountry. M odi
government hasleft these
promisesunmet and handed
over public sector
undertakingsinthrow away

prices tocorporatebosses.

Amarjeet Kaur also has
stated that because of anti
-people policies of Modi
people are suffering but
Modi isenjoying. Thisis
clearindicationof himbeing
big sadist. As prices of
vegetables and essential
commodities are sky
rocketing, people are
suffering intensely. As
employment potentialities
aredeteriorating younger
generationof thecountryis
suffering a lot. Wages of
workersarebeing reduced
and number of suicidesare
increasingasper recordsof
crimebureau. Attacksand
atrocities on women are
continuously increasing.
During Covidperiodlakhs
of peoplehavesufferedalot.
They could reach their
native villages only by
walking hundreds of
kilometres. Buttherewasno
response from Modi
government. Modi hasnot
opened his mouth on
Manipur riots till the
guestionswereraisedinthe
Parliament. Hehasnot even
visited Manipur. Whatever
he spokefrom Red Forton

CPI national council secretary Amarjeet

Ram Narsimha Rao

IndependenceDay aretotal
lies. This address was
resembling to elections
speech in view of
forthcoming 2024 el ections.
Hehasdeclared himself as
futureprimeminister. Ina
democracy how can he
declareprior to elections,
questionedAmarjeet Kaur.

In her speech she said
Modi doesnot havefaithin
democracy. HefeelsElection
Commission is in his
pocket.Inequalitiesbetween
richand poor arewidening.

TN / -

Incomes of rich are
increasingwhileincomesof
common peoplearegoing
down. Mediaof thecountry
hasgoneinto handsof the
family of Modi andmembers
are Adanis and Ambanis.
They manage to publish
what they like and never
writeor show about peopl€e's
struggles.Modi ischeating
peoplethroughtellinglies
withrhetorics. Peoplemust
takestepstodethronehim
in 2024 el ections,appealed
Amarjeet Kaur.

K Ramakrishna, CPI
state secretary, Andhra
Pradesh, in his address

Kaur flagging off

e

theyatra
stated that recently 26
parties gathered at
BangaloreagainstModi and
againthey aregoingtomeet
inMumbai. Vizag steel plant
iscontinuinginpublicsector.
Ramakrishna said that
several demandslikespecia
statustoAndhraPradesh,
Completion of Polavaram
Project, development of
Uttarandhra, Railway zone
at Vizag, steel plant at
Kadapaare all awaiting
fulfilment. Thesewereall
promisesmadeby Modi and
Jagangovernmentstogether,
hesaid.
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