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B Peace,
Reconciliation are Need of

Dialogue and

KEEP ALIVE GLORIOUS LEGACY
OF FREEDOM MOVEMENT

Communist Party of Indiagener al secretary D Raja
hoisting the National Flag in the party central
headquarters, Ajoy Bhavan, marking the 77t
Independence Day. Those present include CPI
National council secretariesNagendraNath Ojha,
RamakrushnaPanda, party national council members,
party whole-timersand | PTA leaders.

Thefreedomweachieved
onAugust 15,1947 wasthe
result of analmost century-
longstrugglefor liberation
from colonial yoke.
Thousandssacrificedtheir
livesintheprocessbefore
thecountry couldbeset free.
The Communists, having

showntheir mettleinthefinal
yearsof freedom struggle
inRIN ~ Mutiny, had
contributedsignificantly in
makingtheBritishdeparture
inevitable. Netaji and INA
playedahistoricroleinthe
strugglefor freedom of the

nation.

At the time of the
attainment of freedom, the
partitionof thesub-continent
took placeand Pakistanwas
born. Theillsof theBritish
rule and the partition
hardened the attitudes of
communitiestowardseach
other andtheair washeavy
with violence, arson,
murdersand enmity.

During the same time,
Jawaharla Nehruwastrying
tosteer Indiaforward and
Sardar Patel wasengaged
inpaingtakingeffortstounite

| thecountry anditshundreds
of princely states. The
Communistswerefighting
against theinjusticesand
exploitationinprincely states
and one of them that has
goneintheannalsof history
wasthegloriousstruggle
against Nizam rule in
Telangana. Surrounded by
law books, DrAmbedkar
wasworkinglaboriously to
draft the Constitution.

Theforemost |eader of
our strugglefor liberation
wasinCalcuttaonthat fateful
day of August 15,1947. The
eastern partsof thecountry
had seen a bloodbath and
MahatmaGandhi wasthere
withthe scarred people of
our infant nationto hed their
wounds of communal
violence. Gandhi had al so
goneto Noakhali (now in
Bangladesh) where riots
wereat their peak. Hewas
there, amidst dead bodies
and raped women, with a
resolveto protect minorities
from the fury of mobs,
enraged by the creation of
East Pakistan.

Hisappeal for peacedid
work and hisconcernfor the
people of his country
prevailed over the
communally charged maobs.
Gandhi’s fast had an
extraordinary effectonthe
masses and people and
leaders from both the
communitiespromisedhim
to maintain peace and
protect people from any
harm. Gandhi’scourageand
convictionintheunity of our
peoplebecamethebridge
of secularism and mutual
respect, onwhichour highly
diversepopulationtook its
first stepsof freedom.

D Raja

Soon after, Gandhi
embarked on another
journey, this time to the
North-West of the country
with the same mission,
establishing harmony and
bringing peoplecloser. The
Mewat regionof whatisnow
in Haryana, UP and
Rajasthan, wasinflames.
Hundredsof Muslimswere
ready to flee to Pakistan
fearing violence. Their
anxiety heightened after the
unfortunateeventsof Alwar
and Bharatpur. Gandhi
decidedtovisittheriot-torn
region at theinsistence of
Meo leader Chaudhary
Yasin Khan and visited
Ghasera village near
Gurgaon in the shivering
cold of Decemberin1947.

Thedhoti-clad Gandhi
addressed the massesand
evoked confidenceinthem
towardsIndia' sability to
protectitsminorities. The
frail Gandhi said” If | hadthe
original power, notasingle
Muslimshould havefound
it necessary to migrateto
Pakistan from India or a
singleHinduor Skhtoleave
his home in Pakistan and
seek asyluminthelndian
Union.” Hedeclared, “India
belongs to you and you
belongtolndia” Thegreat
peacemaker did convince
the people again. The
minority populationdecided
to stay in the secular,
democraticIndiarather than
movingtoPakistan. Gandhi’s
promisewasupheld.

We are faced with a
similar situationtoday, when

thenationismovingtowards
the culmination of
‘ AzaadiKaAmritM ahotsav’
or the conclusion of the
year-long celebrations.

Manipur, intheEastern
partof Indiaisvictimtoethnic
strife. Violencethat erupted
onMay 3engulfedtheentire
state killing hundreds,
displacing thousandsand
making the entire state a
relief camp. Empathy and
compassion are signs of
statesmanship but these
virtuesaresorely lacking
amongthosewhositonseats
of power today. Thecourage
and concernfor unity shown
by Gandhiji hasnomeaning
for theBJPwho thriveon
strife and divide. It took
nothinglessthanashameful
videoof nakedwomenbeing
paraded for the prime
minister to open hismouth
onManipur.

TheUnionhomeminister
said that the High Court
order added fuel to fire,
acceptingthat therewasfire
before. Wasthegovernment
caught sleepingonthefire?
No, the*double-engine’ of
RSS-BJPrequiresfuel of
hatred to run. They were
dividing the peopleof the
strategically located statefor
electoral gainsandtheentire
country ispayingtheprice
today. The Gandhiantouch
of empathy is absent,
demagoguery andrhetoric
cannot heal wounds. The
double-enginehasscarred
Manipur.

Coming to Haryana,
whichwitnessed aclassic
example of the use of
wesponisedreligionfromthe
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PM’sSpeech, AnAttempt to Cover Colossal Failures

Themonthof August callsuponevery Indian
torecall theunfading sagaof great struggles
and heroic sacrifices. Thisisthemonththat
brought thelong-awaited freedom to our
people. Ourlong-drawnfreedomstrugglewas
anunparalleled onewherevariousstreams
of struggles, from SatyagrahatoArmed Revolt,
flowedtogether and mergedtoliberateusfrom
colonial clutches. Thestrugglewasagainst the
mighty BritishEmpireover whichthesunnever
used to set. The protagonists of colonial
oppression believed that theaim of Indian
peopleto attai nfreedomwasunachievabl e.
Butthepeopl€e sdesirefor independencefrom
colonial yokewassointenseand zeal ousthat,
they united and achieved what wasseemingly
impossible. Thus, theday, August 15, became
themost luminousday inthehistory of India.
Tomark that day,our first PrimeMinister
Jawaharlal Nehruoutlined our ‘tryst with
destiny’ inhishistoric speech.Thevery next
day, onAugust 16, 1947, hedeclared from
therampartsof Red Fort that “thefreeflag
of Indiais the symbol of freedom and
democracy notonly for Indiabut for thewhole
world.” All thePrimeMinistersinour history
triedtofollow that gloriouslegacy to make
Independence Day speechesrichincontent,
inspiringandintrospective. However,eversince
NarendraM odi becamethe primeminister,
I ndependenceDay speechesbegantobecome
hollow and sometimes, evenmeaningless. His
speechonthe 77" ndependence Day wasno
different, toquote Shakespeare* " full of sound
andfury, signifyingnothing”.

WhiledeliveringhisspeechfromRedFort,
NarendraM odi completely forgetsthat heis
theprimeminister of thebiggest democracy

intheworld. Heseldom considersthefact that
hiswordshavetorepresent 140croresof Indians
andtheir aspirationsof abright future. Prime
ministerModi, bringingdisgracetothehighoffice
hehol ds, hasmadethissolemnoccasontoddiver
histypicd political speeches, whichcouldbemade
by any spokesperson of theruling party. It was
much ado about nothing. Inthelatest edition of
hislIndependenceDay address, theanxiety and
panic of the PM was evidently visible.
Independence Day was being used as the
occasionfor political forecastingwhenheclaimed
that he will deliver the next year’s speech
also.People could see how frightened heis
regardingthe2024 el ections. Theprimeminister
seemsto beso utterly unsurethat heistryingto

hide hisagoniesand uncertaintieswithhigh
soundingwordsandrhetorical techniques. The
PM wascoveringhiscolossal failuresinal walks
of lifeby sayingthat Indiawill becometheworld’'s
thirdlargest economy.Such unfounded claims
couldonly urgethepeopleto makeacomparison
betweenhisearlier promisesandthegroundredlity.

It wasnot accidental that the primeminister
did not spend much timeto discussabout the
legacy of our freedom movement, onthevery
day weattained freedom. Inhisheart of hearts,
even NarendraM odi knowsthat the political
streamthat herepresentshad norole,evenasa
spectator inIndia seventful and diversebattle
againstimperialism. Hence, heconcentrated on
hisusual styleof rhetoric.Inworld history one
canfind certainleadersof thesamefeather who
resorted to empty wordsunrel ated to deeds.

Theprimeminister wanted to makehimsel f
believelndiahasproduced wondersunder and
dueto hisrule.Hewaseager to makeothers
aswell tothink inthoseterms.Thereality of
thecountry compel the peopleof Indianotto
fall prey tothiskind of propagandagimmicks.
When the primeminister hasbeen boasting
about‘ ViswaMitraandVisvaGuru' thecitizens
of hiscountry arepassingthroughvery testing
times.Thewholeof North-Eastisunder turmoil
with Manipur
beingitsepicentre.NarendraM odi owesan
explanationtothenationfor hisconspicuous
silencefor monthstogether when Manipurwas
burning.Thewomen of Manipur whowere
forcedto paradenakedwill remainaquestion
mark beforeall hisclaimsof developedindia.ln
the Human Devel opment Index, our country
stands at 132" place. Prime minister was
boasting about one IMF report in the
Parliament.AccordingtothesamelMF, India's
ranking on per capitanominal GDPis139.
Ininfant mortality rate,countriesfromthesub-
Saharanregionfarebetter than India. The
promiseof two crorejobsper year isaproven
lieandour younggenerationisstaringat ableak
future. Pricerisehasdestabilizedtheliving
conditionsof all sectionsof people.Still, our
rulersdoovertimejobtodepictanIndiawith
five trillion-dollar economy before the
world.Their promiseslike* Sab KaSaathand
SabKaVikas arelyinginthedustbinof aborted
assurances. Thepolitical speechdelivered by
the prime minister ontheaugust occasi on of
the Independence Day wasapitiable show
by afailed politician to garb his colossal
failures.It onceagainremindedthepeoplethe
urgency of comingtogether andfight for anew
India.

Maintain Independence of

Election Commission: CPI

The National Secretariat of the Communist Party
of Indiaissued thefollowing statement on August 11,
2023:

TheNational Secretariat of Communist Party of India
condemnsthe moveby Uniongovernment toreplacethe
Chief Justiceof Indiafrom the selection committeeto
appoint the Chief Election Commissioner.

TheCPI isof theview that thisisabrazen attack on
demaocraticfunctioning of the Election Commissionand
onitsindependenceasguaranteed by the Constitution.

New Age Weekly

Stop Communalising
Society in Haryana

The National Secretariat of the
Communist Party of Indiaissuedthe
following statement on August 11,
2023:

The National Secretariat of
Communist Party of Indiaexpresses
concern at thereport that many gram
panchayats in Haryana have passed
resol utionsbanning M udlimshopkeepers

andvendorsfromdoingtheir business. This
amountsto social boycott andisprovocation
for communalisation of thesociety.

Theparty demandsthat strict action must
be taken on those indulging in such anti-
constitutional activities and expects the
government of Haryanato extend all support
and protection to minoritiesin this tense
situation.
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The video showing two women being paraded in
extreme humiliation by an unruly mob of malesin
Manipur hasshockedthewholecountry. Ithasbrought
shame to us worldwide. This has also exposed the
hollowness in our society which takes pride in
wor shipingwomen asgoddesses. Thishasal so brought
to the fore socio-cultural degeneration that has
occurredandhashighlighted malechauvinist attitude
to usewomen asatool. Aboveall it has exposed the
insensitivity among the political and bureaucratic
structurein power. Thisisthefirst ever incident of
this level in independent India.

Dubioussilence of the
primeminister for thelast 79
days since the violence
erupted added to the
surcharged atmospherein
thestate. Thisledto hatred
against each other. Hatred
towards others does not
happenautomatically butit
isengineeredandbrewedin
aplanned manner.

There are always
problemsinthesociety. The
guestionishow weproject
them or how wetry to deal
with them and solvethem.
It is easy to blame the
vulnerablesectionsof the
society for variousissues.
Systematic propagandais
unleashed against theother
community. Thisisspreadin
asystematic manner anda
mind-setiscreated among
the people against each
other.

Wehaveseenthisduring
thepartition of Indiawhen
nearly 25 lakh Hindus
Muslims and Sikhs were
killed by each other. Upto
1.8crorepeoplewereforced
tomigratefromtheir place
toother areas. But that was
thetimewewereruled by
the colonial masterswho
would not hesitatetoresort
to any dirtiest means to
continue their power and
hold. But we are an
independent nation now.

It was beyond
imagination that in our
country, which fought
against colonial power and
despiteextremepoverty and
illiteracy developed as a
democraticcountry that such

asituation, wouldever crop
up. But signsof suchevents
werebecoming apparentin
the last few years. A
systematic propaganda
against theminoritieshas
been unleashed and hatred
being spread. Violencein
Gujarat in 2002 in which
2,500 Muslimsaresaidto
havebeenkilledand several
women raped wasapart of
this sinister game plan.
Worstwaswhensuchkillings
weregoing on asection of
the people including the
women rejoiced.
NarendraModi who was
thechief minister atthattime
kept mumfor several days
and et thecarnagegoon.

Such pernicious
propagandainthelast few
yearshasledtocommunal
divisioninthesociety. So
much the people are
engrossed by the
propagandathat they lose
humanfeelingsandfeel no
painwhenthepeoplewhom
they hateare subjectedto
violence, evenkillings. The
victimandthefamily face
humiliation, extrememental
stress and develop Post
Traumatic StressDisorder.
Theyloseinterestinany thing
in life; develop suicidal
tendenciesand revengeful
attitude. They get angry for
noreasonevenontheirnear
and dear ones on trivial
issues. Thosewhohavebeen
subjected to physical
violencekeeponlingering
forwant of healthcare. When
the state isinsensitive or
perpetrator, things are
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Hatred BreedsSocio-Cultural,
Mental Aberrations

worse. Peoplelosefaithin
thestatemachinery and do
not approach them for
redressof their grievances,
rather try to solve
themselves. Thisis an
anarchic situation in any
society.

Such situationsdestroy
harmony inthesociety built
through several decadesof
hard work. It takes
decades to rebuild a
harmoniousrelationship. It
isthetask of saner elements
in the society to come
forward to spread the
message of  love,
brotherhood/sisterhood,
respecttoall particularly the
women, children and the
elderly, respect thebelief of

Dr Arun Mitra

others. It is important to
developscientifictemperin
thesoci ety based ononeness
of humans.

The negative forces
spread obscurantism and
harpontheancient glory.
They try to devoid the
peoplefrom getting wide
knowledge; instead feed
themwith self-conceived
andmanufacturedideas. This
iswhat wasdoneby Hitler
in Germany which led to
killing of over eight million
Jews, communists, trade
unionists and socialists
amongothers. Similarthings
wererepeated in Rwanda

whereover eight lakhpeople
werekilledjustin100days
in 1994 after hatecampaign
among Hutu and Tutsi
tribes.

Letusnot | et thishappen
inour country lestit starts
falling apart. Itisimportant
that the Constitutional
bodies, bureaucracy, police
and judiciary and others
eomeproactivetosavethe
Constitution. Civil society
and social reformershave
hard task ahead to take up
thecauseto savetheideaof
Indiafor whichthousandsof
our freedom fighterslaid
down their lives and laid
foundation of a secular,
democratic, socialist
republic.

AISF Telangana Holds
Secretariat Under Siege

Anintense protest was
held on August 10, 2023
under theleadership of the
All  India Students
Federation (AISF)
Telanganastatecommittee
demandingtoresolvethe
existing problems in the
education sector. The
protestwhichshook thestate
secretariat was about the
closing of government
schoolsand collegesand
granting permissions for
privateuniversitiesinthe
state. The Telanganastate

Thakkalappally
Sreenivasa Rao

government hadissued an
order prohibiting theentry
of student leadersintothe
school, college, and hostel
premises.

The long-standing
demand like fee
reimbursementandrepedling
hikeinthemesschargesin
government SC/ ST student
hostels has not been
addressed by the

government. AISF state
council gaveacall toputthe
secretariat under siegein
protest against the anti-
democratic, anti-student
policiesof thegovernment.
Theprotestwasled by AISF
statesecretary Puttal axman
and state president
Manikanta Reddy. More
than hundreds of students
participatedintherally.
Theprotesting students

were stopped and taken
into custody by thepolice.
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In BJP Rule, Promises Unmet,
Democracy Stands Violated

CPI MPK Subbarayan
in his speech made in
Parliament duringthenon-
confidencemotiononAugust
12,2023 said that “ People
electtheir representativesto
power. People’'s
representativesaretheones
who should be powerful.
Snatching away therights
and powers of the el ected
representativesof thepeople
inademocracy showsthat
therulingdispensation(BJP)
isnot comfortablewiththe
democratic set-up.”

In the speech, he
pinpointedthreeinstancesof
thediscomfort of theruling
BJP government towards
democracy and democratic
set-up — the disruption
caused by ruling coalition
M PswhileRahul Gandhi was

making his speech,
governmentof NCT of Delhi
(Amendment) Bill,2023,and
therefusal of demandraised
by theopposition party MPs
for discussing Manipur

resistance from the
opposition partiesin a
democratic way and in a
democraticset-up,” hesaid.
He added further, “The
primeminister isthehead of

CPI IN PARLIAMENT- LOK SABHA

violence.

“We have experienced
from the rule of this
governmentduringlast nine
yearsthat they do not have
faith in the democratic
institutionsand particularly
indemocracy. Theruling
dispensation doesnot have
tolerance towards any

the House and leads the
council of ministers. Hehas
theresponsibility togivea
reply toany issueraisedin
this House. Refusing to
accept this democratic
demandled to thelogjam.
Thisisreflectiveof thefact
that thegovernment isnot
inclined toward upholding

democratic values and
credentials.”

The crux of the no-
confidencemotionraisedin
thehouseisthefailureof the
BJP-led Uniongovernment
infulfillingtheir election
promises. “What wasthe
assurance given by
them(government)?They
promisedtogivetwocrore
jobsevery year. If thatisso
they should have given
employment to 18 crore
peopleinthelast 9years.
Theironyis5crorepeople
who wereemployed have
lost their jobsduring this
period. MSMEs provide
more employment in our
country. ButMSMEsarein
asorry stateof affairs. They
are devastated and arein
crisis. Those institutions

August 20-26, 2023

which provideemployment
arebeing destroyed by this
government. But on the
contrary, thecorporategiants
aregivenimportanceand
encouragement,”
Subbarayan said.

He critiqued the
economic adviser and
policiesof theprimeminister
which promoteAdani and
Ambani instead of farmers
and workers who really
contributetothecountry’s
wealthand devel opment.

The myth of the BJP
government beinguncorrupt
was questioned by MP. “|
wish to state that the
projection of this
government as being
corruption-free and their
determination to uproot
corrupt practicesseemtobe
untrue. PM Caresfund was
created by usingyour power.
How much amount was
collected? What was the

On Page 14
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A word of difference

Havelndianwomen comealongway since 1947?Many daughters
arenow getting thesameeducational andwork opportunitiesastheir
brothers, evensimilar personal freedoms. But thebig pictureisdismal.
Thisisnot only onaccount of heinouscrimesliketheMay 4 gangrape
inManipur. Thereisavery broad-ranging social inequality, one of
whosestriking symptomsistheridicul ously low femal el abour force
participationrateintheworld sfifthlargest economy. Thebill toreplace
IPC, 1860 hasbeen presented asmore protective of women. But it
preserves most of thelanguage and thusthe gendered thinking of a
century and half ago, when the social dominance of menwasboth
prevaentandpreferred. Theparliamentary standingcommitteetowhich
thebill hasbeen sent, must do course correction.

I n Section 64 of thenew bill, punishment for rapeisnot lessthan
10years, instead of sevenyearsin|PC. Thequestion mark onthis
change comesfrom harsher punishmentshaving provedto bequite
ineffectivedeterrentssofar. In Section 69, having sexual intercourse
withawoman after promising to marry her without any intention of
doingsoisnow clearly stated as“ not amounting totheoffenceof rape”,
although punishablewithimprisonment and fines. Thisisauseful
modificationassuch caseshavesofar seenvery subjectivetreatments
by different courts. However, what really viscerally comesthrough
inthe*” offencesagainst women” chapter isthat men act, womenare
actedupon. Mendon't just assault, they makeadvances, request sexual
favours, ‘ takeaway’ women from other men. Women'’ssexual agency
isalmost entirely missing.

The predictablecounterargumentisthat itismenwhovictimise,
women arevictimsonly. It isthe same |ogic that warded off the
decriminalisation of adultery until 2018. Not only did | PC Section
497 punishonly menfor adultery, it alsoexpressly preventedthewife
from being punishableeven asan abettor. What theapex court found

wasthat theemphasison “invidiousdistinctionsbased on gender
stereotypes’” wasactual ly tantamount to subordination of women. SC
quoted TSEliot—" Theendlesscycleof ideaandaction, endlessinvention,
endlessexperiment” —to say that lawshaveto keep upwiththetimes.
Thenew criminal codeshouldgofurther. It must frametheruleswith
thethinking and thelanguage of equality Indianwomen deserve.

Courtesy: The Timesof India

Dealing with the surge

Thesharp surgeinvegetablepricesover the past few weekshad
indicated that overall inflation, asmeasured by the consumer price
index, would edgeupwardsinthemonthsof July andAugust, breaching
theupper threshold of theReserveBank of India’ sinflationtargeting
framework. OnAugust 14, datarel eased by the National Statistical
Officeconfirmedthosefears. Headlineretail inflationroseto a15-
month high of 7.44 per centin July, up from 4.87 per centin June.
Whilethissurgewasanticipated, themagnitudeof therisehassurpassed
expectations.

Thedisaggregated datashowstheriseisdrivenby higher food prices.
Theconsumer food priceindex roseto 11.51 per centin July, upfrom
4.55 per cent the month before. Withinthefood category, inflation
wasdriven by vegetables(37.3 per cent), spices(21.6 per cent), pulses
and products(13.2 per cent) and cereal sand products (13 per cent).

Thecentral bank also expectsthisriseininflationtobetransitory.
AstheRBI Governor, ShaktikantaDas, hassaid: “ Vegetabl e prices
may seeasignificant correction after afew months”. However, with
thisinflation print, thereistherisk of theRBI’ sforecast for thesecond
quarter not being met — inflation woul d haveto average 5.6 per cent
over thenexttwomonths. Thereareal soriskstofoodinflation beyond
vegetables. Moreover, crudeoil priceshavefirmedup. Initslast meeting,
themonetary policy committeehad donewell tolook throughthissurge
ininflation. However, considering that sustained highfoodinflation
caninfluencehousehol dexpectations, thecommitteemust remainvigilant.

Courtesy: TheIndian Express
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Communist Party of India national council
secretary Binoy Viswamreactingtothewritten reply
given by minister of state for education Dr Subhas
Sarkar to a question raised by Binoy Viswam said:
“In our country with a huge young population and
extremely low enrolment ratesin higher education,
the numbers provided by the government are not
encouraging. Many deserving scholars are unable
to pursue higher education due to lack of support
mechanisms and it is the country’s loss by missing
out on quality research from young minds. It’'s
imperativeto ensurethat every deserving scholar has
an opportunity to avail such fellowships.”

TheCPI leader added: “It
isnot just about all ocating
funds. Timely disbursement
of these fellowshipsis
crucia. Many scholarsoften
facedelaysinreceivingtheir
fellowships, leading to
financial hardships. Delays
and administrative
bottlenecks can deter
scholarsfrompursuingtheir
researchwhole-heartedly.
Thegovernment must actto
streamline the process,
ensureuniversal coverageof

scholarships, timely hikes
considering inflation to
ensurethat scholarsreceive
theirjustifiedduesintime.”

However, theresponse
evaded critical questions
about theproportionof total
M Phil and Ph D scholarsand
the proportion amongst
themavailingthenon-NET
fellowshipandonthehikes
made in the non-NET
fellowshipamount over the
years or whether the
government intends to
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Non-NET Fellowships Not
Reaching the Needy: CPI

increase the amount. The
government wasalsosilent
on whether non-NET
fellowship will be made
universal.

Minister of state for
education Dr SubhasSarkar

non-NET fellowshipacross
the country. Out of these,
873and 15,397 scholarsare
enrolledinM Phil andPhD
programmesrespectively
across 45 Central
Universitiesinthecountry,
forwhichdatawasprovided
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in response to a question
raised by Binoy Viswamin
RajyaSabha, reveal ed that
during the year 2022-23,
there were only 16,270
research scholarsreceiving

NCT Amendment is
Attack on Federalism: CPI

Speaking on the
National Capital Territory
of Delhi (Amendment) Bill,
2023, Communist Party of
India national executive
member Sandosh Kumar
P said in Rajya Sabha on
August 7, 2023 that he
takes this opportunity to
opposetheundemocratic,
anti-federal and
unconstitutional Bill
introduced by the Union
government. If you go
through the pages of
history, one thing can be
easily under stood that one
organization, which he
does not want to name,
based in Nagpur wasfrom
the very beginning itself
opposing the concept of
federalism. They thought
that the concept of
federalismisactually anti-
Indian. So, it alwaysstood
against that concept.

He said his party, the
Communist Party of India,
thinksthat thisattack, inthe
form of thisBill, isanew
additiontothat continuing

TheCPI leader askedthe
home minister who was
present in the House
whether hecanciteevena
singleincidentand single

CPI IN PARLIAMENT- RAJYA SABHA

attack on federalism.
Referringtothe Statement
of Objectsand Reasonshe
saidadetailedlistisgiven
whereitisstated that any
decisiontaken or any event
happeninginthecapital of
thenationnotonly affectsthe
residents but also the
national reputation, image,
credibility andprestigeinthe
international  global
spectrum.

example to justify his
position. Infact, theminister
isinsulting the people of
Delhi andthedemocraticaly-
elected government. The
democratically-elected
government of Delhi is
responsible and nobody
discussesabout theseissues
inany of theinternational
forum.

SandoshKumar Ppointed
out that unfortunately, soas

by the University Grants
Commission(UGC).
Itwasalsorevealedthat
hikes in JRF and SRF
scholarship amounts fall
short of expectations of

to say, the international
community is discussing
about Manipur. Hesaid he
feelssorry to say that the
treasury bencheswho are
vocal against thefailureof
theDelhi government, must
notethat theEuropeanUnion
Parliament discussed about
oneparticular Indian state.
Morethan 6,500 FIRswere
registered, not even 500
were arrested. So, in one
state, the BJP government
hasfailedlikeanythingand
now itisblamingtheUnion
Territory anditsgovernment
— theDelhi government.

Headded that thereare
many provisionswhichare
uncongtitutional, anti-federal
inthisBill. Saying most of
the BJP MPs might have
entered BJP recently
because of many factors.
But, at least, they should
learn the history of BJP
political party. Asapolitical
party, BJP, onceuponatime,
stoodfortheDelhi statehood,
full statehood. L K Advani,

research scholars and
student organisations. While
therehasbeen anincrease
inthestipendsfor JRF and
SRF recipients over the
period from 2019t0 2023,
these increments must be
weighed against therising
costsof living, inflation, and
the heightened academic
pressures faced by the
research community. The
hikes under JRF and SRF
category over aperiod of
four years appear
inadequatewhenseeninlight
of theeconomic challenges
that researchers face,
especially intheabsenceof
proper hostel
accommodations and
dependency onHRA.

theforgottenheroof BJPin
2003, drafted the Bill,
suggestingfull statehoodto
Delhi. BJPhasforgottenall
thosethings.

TheCPI |eader observed
that theDelhi Bill, actually,
makesthechief minister’s
positionfourth—first, the
Lieutenant Governor,
second, thesecretary; third,
another officer. and the
fourth one is the Chief
Minister. Heaskedwhy then
weneed ademocratically-
electedgovernmentinDelhi
andthat homeminister could
have brought a new Bill
suggestingtheabrogation of
theDehi adminigtration. This
wasthebest thing.

Some of our friends,
especially, fromOdishaand
AndhraPradeshwerevery
vocal today. Enforcement
Directoratemight havenot
knocked on their doors
today, but wearenot fearful
of ED. WeopposetheBill
as it anti-India, anti-
democratic. Heto appeal ed
all toopposetheBill.
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Justice Delivery Not Meaningful
Until Last Man Feels Secure

Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachudcouldnot have
been more right when he
suggested that justiceis
delivered only when an
individual feelsconfident
that hewill not bearrested
or his house demolished
arbitrarily. While the
widespreaddemolitionsare
being carried out at Nuh,
primarily aimed at the
members of a particular
community, provides a
different contextfor the CJl

remarks, whatisnot to be
missedishisemphasisthat
democracy andjusticewill
beseeninactiononly when
thelastmanonthestreetfeds
confident that heissafe.

The success of
democracy doesnotliein
the lofty speeches being
madeinParliament orwithin
thefour wallsof courts, but
in the conduct of the
government representative
atthelowest level, whofor
all practical purposes

K Raveendran

constitutesthefinal arbiter
for peopleat thelowest level
of thesystem. For them, he
isthegovernment, thecourt
andeverythingthat devolves
from power. The complex
layers of safeguards that
democracy andruleof law
are supposed to provide
simply donotwork for him.
As long as he and his

Keep Alive Glorious....

From Front Page

RSS playbook, six people
died on July 31 after an
infamous, self-proclaimed
cow vigilanteposted avideo
onsocia mediagivingacall
toattendinlargenumbersa
religious procession
organized by the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad of the
SanghParivar. Thisdivisive
|leader of theBajrangDal is
wanted for thekidnapping
andkilling of twoMuslim
men whose bodies were
found burntinacar. Peace
isalientotheregionsinceand
normal cy absent.

Riotersaremovingfree
and casesof violence, arson
and stonepelting arebeing
reported every day. The
rulers’ answer to this
widening gulfinthesociety
isnot dialogue and trust-
building. Itisthebulldozer.
Gandhiji builtbridgesamong
the people of Mewat at a
very sensitive time, the
hateful bulldozer of theRSS-
BJPisdemolishingeventhe
possi bility of enduringpeace
and harmony intheregion.
Yet again, the lack of
empathy and concern is
discernable. Gandhiji toured
theregionwithhisfrail frame
wrappedinas mpledhoti for
hewasnot afraid of hisown
people. Those who are
movinginarmored convoys
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lack that conviction in
people.

We got independence
from the Britishinreally
testingtimesfor our country
and our leadership. The
largest migrationinmodern
history unfoldedright when
thetri-color wasunfurled
replacingtheUnionJack. The
leaders, whether Gandhi,
Nehru, Patel or Ambedkar
or galaxy of Communist
revolutionarieswithgenuine
concernfor thepeoplestood
uptotheoccasion, facedthe
challenges bravely and
shaped the country weall
|loveand respect.

Entire world was
doubtful of thesurvival of
demoacracy inapoor country
likeourswhichhad seenan
orgy of communal violence
very recently. Still, our
leadersworkedtirelessly to
give India the secular,
democratic and welfarist
foundationsonwhich our
republicwasinaugurated on
January 26, 1950.

Those suspicious of
democracy’ssurvivainindia
werenot all foreign. Closer
home, the followers of
Golwalkar and Savarkar had
nofaithinrepresentative
democracy. They punished
Mahatma Gandhi for
upholding secularismand
protecting Hindu-Muslim

unity by tekinghislife, noless.
Our country faced that
calamity bravely tooandthe
peopleof India, by their unity
andhardworkindemanding
times, brought laurelstothe
country inall arenas. What
NarendraM odi gotin 2014
wasastabledemocracy, built
onthebedrock of sacrifices
of freedom fighters and
guided by thevision of our
Constitution. Thelast nine
yearsunder him have been
mostly about trampling that
vision and bulldozingthe
aspirationsof thepeopl e of
India. The empathy and
couragewetalked of earlier
isnowhereto be seen and
Indiaisbeingdissembledfor
perpetuation of power with
theRSS-BJP.

Thisisthechallengeour
preciousfreedomisfacing
today and the people have
realizedthis. They arenot
ready totoleratetheassault
ontheideaof Indiaby the
presentrulersanymore. They
are uniting as they did to
defeat the British Raj.
Unitedly, they will triumph
over British stooges too.
The inclusive India of
Gandhi, Nehru, Patel and
Ambedkar will rise with
empathy and courageandwill
provetobestronger thenthe
hateful ideology of
Golwalkar and Savarkar.

community of peoplefeel
insecure about what the
authorities can do or will
refusetodo, it canbesafely
assumedthat democracy has
not worked for them.

Whiletaking partinthe
Independence Day
cel ebrationsat the Supreme
Court on August 15, the
Chief Justice said the
greatest challengebeforethe
Indian judiciary was to
eliminate the barriers to
accessingjusticeand make
surethatjudiciaryisinclusve
and accessibleto the last
personintheline. Theidea
behindthejudicia systemis
to createamechanismthat
ismoreaccessibleand cost-
effectivefor the peopleby
overcomingtheprocedural
barrierstojustice.

“Asl ook tothefuture,
| believe the greatest
challengebeforethelndian
judiciary istoeliminatethe
barriers to accessing
justice,” Dr D Y
Chandrachudsaid.“Wehave
toenhanceaccesstojustice
procedurally by eliminating
theconstraintswhichprevent
citizensfrom approaching
courtsand substantively, by
building confidenceinthe
courts’ ability to dispense
justice,” headded.

Thereareseriousissues
aboutthedelivery of justice
inIndia. Thingswork outin
picture perfect fashionfor
thosewho canaffordit, but
thereisnouniversality about
such privilege. For the
selected class of people,
thereareenough safeguards
and moreto securejustice.
Thevery concept of justice
is tailored to meet the
requirements of such
privilegedclass. Butfor the
rest of thepeople, judicial
process is a painful
experience, whichgetsthem
neither justicenor equity.

Even access to the
judicial systemishighly
restrictiveasvast sections
of peoplearedebarredfrom
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it by the sheer distance
betweenthemselvesandthe
courts. Thisisnot to speak
of cultural, economic and
political barriersthat prevent
themfromeventhinking of
recoursetocourtsasaviable
option. Thesystemcontinues
tofavour theprivilegedfew.
For those who have the
resources, thejudiciary is
the ultimate protector of
liberty, freedomandjustice
and at times justice is
specially tweakedintheir
favour.

Themajority of people
are intimidated by the
goings-oninthecourts, the
procedures, therobesworn
by the judges and the
advocatesandthevery air
in the court rooms. The
proceedingsare conducted
in a language that the
magjority do not understand
andthey stand cluelesseven
when judgments are
delivered. The CJl himsel f
haspoi nted out thejudgments
writtenin English arenot
comprehensible to 99.9
percent of citizens,
particularly inthelegal form.

Inthisrespect, the CJI
saidhewaslookingforward
to the time when court
proceedings are donein
regional languages. As a
beginning, over 9,000
judgments have already
beentrandatedintoregiona
languagesandtheeffortis
to make all the 35,000
judgmentsof the Supreme
Court available in every
language. Thisisexpected
tohelpfacilitatethe useof
regional languagesinthe
subordinatecourts. “ What
useisittosay youcanargue
inaregional languageif the
judgmentsarenctinregiona
languages”, Justice
Chandrachud wondered.

TheCJl hasindicatedthe
possibility of employing
artificial intelligenceand
other technologies in
trand ating court judgments.
Of thejudgmentstrand ated
already, over 8,000 arein
Hindi whilesomehavebeen
translated into A ssamese,
Bengali, Garo, Gujarati,
Kannada, Khasi,
Malayalam, Marathi,
Nepali, Odia, Punjabi,
Tamil, Teluguand Urdu.
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New Regulations to Deprive

Majority of Poor Students

Thenew regulationswill
bring more expenses for
students. Itisshameful and
matter of great concernthat
the elected Academic
Council (AC) membersof
NDTF clapped along with
the administration to
welcomethisdestruction.
Twelve AC members
dissented. The idea is
derived from community
collegesintheUnited States.
It is a model of selling
educationresultinginheavy
feehikesgarbed under the
pretext of concessionsand
scholarships.

It also clearly implies
exclusonof thebulkmgority
of historically deprivedand
financially weaker sections
of Indian society. Theright
wingteachersorganisations
don’twant studentstolearn
and understand patternsof
discriminationandwhogets
to control resources. They
only wantyoutofeel proud
andforget about fraternity.
Itisdividedintofour units:
theories, concepts and
measuresof discrimination;
caste discrimination and
inequality; gender-based
inequalities and
discrimination in the
economy; and affirmative
action.

The dissent note
submittedtotheauthorities
says with the supposed
autonomy granted, the
university hastogenerateits
ownfund. Theregulation
aimsat pushingtheexpense
of expansiononthestudents.
Operationalisation of this
autonomy would mean that
all courseshenceforthwill be
inself-financingmodeand
employees, bothteaching
and non-teaching, hiredfor
these new courses
departments will be on
contract basis.Itisvery sad
that DU is bowing down
before such modelsat the
completion of itshundred

years.

The DU’s academic
council recorded adissent
onthesteepfeestructureof
thenewly launched courses,
criticising the effect of
higher education Financing
Agency loans.Accordingto
themembers, theregulation
aimsat pushingtheexpense
ontheshouldersof students.

ItisverysadthatDUis
bowing down before such
model sat thecompl etion of
itshundredyears. Eveninthe
Gandhian model of self-
sufficient education, itwas
the state to provide all
financial support. The

institutions were to be
governed in a manner
favourable to all
stakeholders.

Thisisyet another death
of the ideas of higher
education championed by
M. K. GandhiandDr.BR
Ambedkar. DU isknownfor
affordableeducation. This
isamajor blow totheidea
of inclusion and education
forall.

Teachers’ bodies
uniteto take on
RSS-backed outfit
for DUTA poll

Taking a cue from the
coalition of 26 Opposition
parties— Indian National
Developmental, Inclusive
Alliance (INDIA) —
formedtotakeontheBJP-
led National Democratic
Alliance(NDA) inthenext
year’s general election,

several teachers’
associationsandindividuas
at Delhi University have
come together under the
banner of the Democratic
United Teachers' Alliance
(D.U.T.A)).TheD.U.T.A.
aims to take on the RSS-
backed National
Democratic Teachers Front
(NDTF), in the Delhi
University Teachers’
Association (DUTA)
el ectionson September 27,
wherenearly 10,000 Del hi
University teacherswill elect
the leadership of their
collective. The Front of
teachershave appealed to
theDU teacherstovoteand

support to throw out the
RSS-BJP backed NDTF

front which IS
commercialising and
privatisngeducationinindia.

Theunitedteachersfront
have pledged to safeguard
thedignity and security of al
teachers. They have also
assuredtodefendfull public
funding and build public
opinionagainst privatisation
and other sinister designsof
NEP, 2020. They are
committedtotheabsorption
of all existing ad hoc
teachers and the
reinstatement of those
displacedduringthelasttwo
years.The Democratic
United TeachersAlliance, a
coalitionof multiplegroups
including Congress'sindian
National Teachers’
Congress,AAP sAcademic
forActionand Devel opment
TeachersAssociation, the
L eft-leaning Democratic

Teachers Front,andseveral
independent teachers’
associations such as the
Common Teachers' Front,
Delhi Teachers' Initiative,
Independent Teachers’
Frontfor Social Justice, and
Samgwadi ShikshankManch,
has come together with a
common purpose.The
Democratic United
Teachers’ Alliance has
nominated Dr. Aditya
NarayanMisraastheirjoint
candidatefor theposition of
DUTA President.

TheFrontwill pursuethe
demandfor restoration of
the Old Pension Scheme
(OPS). Itwill alsofightfor
counting of past servicesat
every stage of promotion
and professorship for
associate professorswho
havebeenleftout. They will
havetoensuretimely andfull
payment of salaries and
pensionswhichhassuffered
intherecent past dueto cuts
inbudgetary allocation by
thecentral government.

Hundreds of
technical posts
vacant in DU

Thegovernmentisnot
willingtofill upthevacant
postsintheDehi University.
In the financial year of
2022-23, theUniversity of
Delhi had over 842 postsfor
the technical staff lying
vacant — the highest
number of vacanciesinthe
country yet. Theeducation
ministry hassharedthisdata
before the Rajya Sabha
while responding to a
guestionby parliamentarian.

When asked the
educationministry statedthe
details of the state-wise
vacanciesrelating to the
technical staff in Central
Universities, for theyear
2022-23; whether a
recruitment drivehasbeen
conductedtofill upthese
vacancies; and if so, the
detail sthereof.

Meanwhile, theminister
of state in the education
ministry stated that
occurring of vacanciesand
fillingthereof isacontinuous

P
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process.

Thevacanciesarisedue
toretirement, resignation
andadditional requirements
on account of enhanced
students’ strength. Central
Universities (CUs) have
been instructed by the
Ministry of Educationand
University Grants
Commission (UGC) tofill
thevacant postsinmission
mode.

Going by the figures
shared by theministry inthe
RajyaSabha, fiveinstitutes
havebeen mentioned under
DehiincudingtheUniversity
of Delhi, JamiaMillialdamia,
Jawaharl al Nehru
University, Sri Lal Bahadur
National SanskritUniversity
and the Central Sanskrit
University.

TheUniversity of Delhi
had atotal of 842 vacant
posts while
JamiaMillialslamia
University had 69 vacant
posts, JINU had 59, Sri Lal
Bahadur National Sanskrit
University had 3 and the
Central SanskritUniversity
had 7 vacant postsunder the
technical staff. Subhas
Sarkar dsosaidthat theonus
of fillingupthepostslieson
the Central Universities
which are autonomous
bodiescreated under Acts
of Parliament. However, as
per the Department of
Personnel and Training, the
missionrecruitment portal,
asmany as6,087 postshave
been filled in Central
Universitiessofar under a
special recruitmentdrive.
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Madhavi Roy: Tough
Fight against Odds

adhavi Roy was one of the

outstanding builders and

leaders of the Communist
movementintheCentral India, aleader now
largely forgotten. Sheworked hard among
the poorest and lived among them, leading
alifejust likethem. Shewasbornin 1898
inBarisal, now in Bangladesh. Her father
was Shri Amrit Lal Kar, who knew many
nationalist leaders, and assuchthefamily
wasintouchwiththefreedom movement
anditsleaders. Hedied when M adhavi was
just 5yearsold. Amonth later, her mother
too passed away. Shewasthen|ooked after
by her aunt.

A nationalist conferencewasheldinBarisal
whenMadhavi wasagirl of just 8years. Itsmain
organizer was the famous revolutionary of
Anushilangroup, Ashwini Kumar Dutta. Hewas
alsoagreat socia reformer andafreedomfighter
of Bakargan) district (Barisal). Hewasoneof
thosewholedtheanti-Benga partitionmovement
of 1905. Hewent organizing AnushilanSamiti
includinginBarisal. They organized‘ Shankar
Muth’ intheir area. Hewasaclosefriend of
Madhavi’sfather.

Madhavi soon came in contact with
AnushilanSamiti andthe‘ Shankar Muth’ while
inschool. Shetook partinmany of itsactivities.

Marriage

Shegot married to Ashok Bose, who later
took onthenameof Prakash Roy. Prakash Roy
belongedtoawell todolandlordfamily of Nadia
district of Bengal. But after sometime, hecame
in contact with the Communist movementin
Bengal. Hisfamily too had close contactswith
revolutionaries including with
BhupendranathDuitt.

Prakash soon became aparty whol etimer,
facing stiff resistance. Hedecided todistribute
hispart of landamongthelandless, and M adhavi
fully supported him. Her in-lawswanted her to
remainwithintheconfinesof thehousebut she
decidedtocomeout of itand work for the poor
inthesociety.

Joins CPI

Madhavi joinedthe CPI in East Bengal in
1949. Theparty wasillegal then. Thepolicewas
after Ashok Bose (Prakash Roy). It had
announced Rs50, 000 asawardtoanyonefinding
himdead or alive. Thisdid not deter Madhavi.
They workedfor therightsof thepoor workers
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and peasantsandfor their organization. VV Shankar
has made amention of such movementsinhis
book * My Reminiscencesof Sardar Patel’, Part
two.

Shethen shifted to Cal cutta. Thosewerethe
times of communal tension. Sheworked for
refugeeswho cameto Tollygunge. Itwasavery
dangerouswork. Madhavi wasarrested along

Madhavi Roy

withtwo hundred other womenandkeptinLal
Bazaar Police Station. The conditionswere
extremely bad. Then there were no separate
arrangementsto keep the women prisoners.
Madhavi went onafour- day hunger strike, and
did not eventakewater.

DrBidhan ChandraRoy (Dr BC Roy) wasthe
chief minister of Bengal then. Heacceptedtheir
demandsand madearrangementsfor separate
barracksfor women prisoners.

Ashok Bosefell seriously ill in1951 dueto
constant work at almost starvationlevels. They
bothhadvery difficulttimes. Hedevel oped serious
TBinfection. Yet shenever lost heart. Shetook
somemoney from her father-in-law and got her
husband examined by thedoctors. She sold of f
all theornamentsshegot fromher in-laws.

Party decided to send them to Madhya
Pradesh, in Rajnandgaon. Thiswas for two
reasons. Onewasthat theparty needed someone
towork among thebackward andtribal people.
Secondly, Prakash was sent away fromwork
duetohisfailing health.

Prakash (Ashok)cameto Rajnandgaonalong
withhiswifeMadhavi andtwo- year oldsonAmit,

inJune1952. Hewasnow Prakash Roy, somuch
sothat eventoday, very few know hisreal name
that wasAshok Bose! Thefirsttenyearswere
spentinthemost difficultandtrying conditions.
They livedinMotpurinAmraoChawl intheworst
kind of suffocatingjhopar-patti. Thenthey shifted
to Station Para, and later livedin Chikhli Jailor
Chawl, asalsoinalabour colony. Sheusedto
carry water to her damp slumon her head from
thewellsof Chikhli. But shenever complained.

They never had afixed sourceof income. No
ornamentswereleft. It wasabidi workers' area.
Theworkersusedtosupply themwithvegetables,
riceand other food material sthrough mutual
collectionsevery Sunday.

She and Prakash began running a study
centerfor some40 bidi workers. Madhavi was
atrained nurse. They together worked among
bidi workers' families, organizingthemunder the
redflag. Workers' familiessustained Prakash’s
family constantly.

Rajnandgaonbeing a big bidi centre,
thousandsof workerswereunder ‘ ghar-khata’
system(work from home) under merchants.
Majority of workerswerewomen. Prakash and
M adhavi led many memorablestruggles. Prakash
Roy and Madhavi organized motor vehicledrivers
andalsoBNC Mill workersunder redflag. A
number of middleclassintellectual slikeProfessor
GajanandM adhavM uktibodh, freedomfighter
Kanhaiyal al Agrawal, Dr.Nandulal Chotiya,
Ramesh Yagnik, AdvocateAtal Bihari Dubey,
journalist Sharad K othari and othersgathered
around Madhavi and Prakash Roy.Party became
astrong political forcein Rajnandgaonwithina
short period.

In all the work of trade union and party
organization, Madhavi usedto beat theforefront
alongwith her husband. Sheat the sametime,
usedtolook after him. Sheled theprocessions
and addressed the meetings.

Women’s or ganization

Madhavi Roy wasamongthefounder members
of ProgressiveM ahilaSanghin Chhattisgarh, then
inMadhyaPradesh. Shewasalsothe president
of Rgjnandgaondistrict MahilaSangh. Shevisited
Chhuria, Gendatola, Dongargaon andtherural
areasin other placesand organized thekisan
women. Sheattendedtheall Indiaconferences
and programs of NFIW held in Calcutta,
Tamilnadu and el sewhere. Shewaselected to
theWorking Committee of the NFIW in 1970.
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Manipur, one of our
beautiful statesinNorth East
hasbeenbleedingsinceMay
3thisyear. Killing, raping,
looting, house burning,
official curfew, Janata
curfew, roadblockade,
closing of educational
institutionsand commercial
activities, etc, arecontinuing
unabated. The India-
Myanmar border isopenand
hence the flow of
militantinsurgentsandarms
arecontinuingin K uki based
hill areawhileinthevalley
lootedarms and
ammunitionsarewiththe
militant Meitel groups. The
absence ofgovernance is
replaced by ‘fear’, and
unruly mobisrulingthestate.

The violencebetween
Meitei and Kuki
communitieshasbrought
Manipur to hell. Till now
around 200 people have
been killed, thousands
wounded andthousands
havefledtheir homes, since
the violence started in

Manipur, a state of3.2
million that borders
Myanmar.

The double engine
governmentsin state and
Centrehavefailedtotdly. Till
May 11 our PrimeMinister,
who has addressed many
Parliaments, Senate, and
Congressesaround the
world, didnot findtimeto
addresstheParliament of his
owncountry ontheManipur
issue. Everyoneknowsthat
theManipur conflictisalong-
standing andcomplex issue
that has its roots in the
history of theregion. The
conflict is oftenseen as a
religiousconflict betweenthe
Meitei and K uki
communities, butitisalsoa
conflictover land, resources,
and political power that
requireseriousattentionof
the state and Central
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Peace, Dialogue and
Reconciliation are Need of Time

Pallab Sengupta

governments.

Till now hundreds of
articles, editorialshavebeen
written, hundreds
ofdemonstrationstook place
to stop the violence,
requested both

communitiesandtheir civil
societiesto comeforward
and initiate dialogue for
achieving peacebut sofar no
movehasbeenmadeinthis
direction.

Thetwoimportant civil
society groupsof Meitei and
Kuki are rather playing
mostnegative role. The
coordinating Committeeon
M anipur Integrity
(COCOMI) of Meitei group
and Kukilnpi of Manipur
(KIM) aretwobiggest civil

society groupsinManipur.
Botharechauvinist, biased
andinaway responsiblefor
continuation ofongoing
violence. COCOMI and
KIM havebeenat oddswith
each other for many years.
Thetwo organisationshave
differentvisonforthefuture
of Manipur andhave been
unable to find common
ground.

So, no government
agency fromthe stateand
Centre and important
people’sorganisationsare
therewho cantakeinitiative
tobuildthebridgebetween
thetwocommunities.Inthis
background after the July
25successful demonstration
for callingimmediatesession
of the Assembly, the
M anipur statecouncil of CPI
met onAugust 5 at Imphal
duringthe24hour curfewto

discussthepresent situation
andwhat should betherole
of the Party.

Themeetingwasattended
by PallabSengupta, national
council secretary and P
Sandosh Kumar, MP,
national executivemember
of CPI. Thedeliberationsof
themeetingwereseriousand
amedat mobilisingManipuri
peopletosave Manipur.In
this regard, meeting
resolvedthatpriority should
be to achieve peace and
tranquility inManipur.

Themesetinganaysedthe
present situationand came
to the conclusion that the
presentconflict is also a
product of the history of
colonialism.Continuation
ofexploitation leads to
poverty, inequality, and
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Trade union work
Madhavi wasactiveinthework amongthe
BNCMillsworkersand bidi workersfrom 1955
to 1967. Many struggles were conducted
regardinglockdown and wagecuts.
Since 1955 shebecamebadly affected with
diabetesand hadto gotothehospitalsregularly.

SDOoffice. They succeededingettingfoodgrains
at cheaper ratesfromtheration shops.

In1972 again, party directed itsmembersto
organizemovementsagainst therising pricesof
thefoodgrains. Fivehundred satyagrahiscourted
arrest. One hundred thirty six women led by
Madhavi Roy also courted arrest.

She brought together seven women’s

Biographies of
Communist Leaders-92

Anil Rajimwale

Yetshedidnotallowittointerferewithher work
seriously. Since shewasatrained nurse, she
helped alarge number of workers, whom she
took tothedoctorsand hospitals. Thedoctors
could notignoreher requests, and asshewasa
‘didi’ toall thedoctors.

Food movement

Thefood situation becamevery seriousin
Rajnandgaonin 1969. Madhavi alongwith other
women|eadersorgani zed satyagrahabeforethe

organizationson people’sissuesand built up
effective movement. A joint coordination
committeewasformed, of which shewasel ected
thevice-president. Women got new direction
and cameout of their family confinesintoanew
world.

Solidarity with Bangladesh

Shewasvery activeinsolidarity activitieswith
theBangladeshliberationmovement. Aswehave

mentioned, she belonged to what became
Bangladeshlater. Naturaly, shewassentimentally,
too, attachedtotheliberationmovement, besides
duetoitspolitical nature.

In1971, sheinitiated thecampaignfor fund
collectionfor Bangladeshliberation movement.
Shewent from houseto houseinblistering heat
of May and June, explaining theimportance of
theliberationmovementindetail. Shecouldcollect
Rs800for Bangladesh liberation fund.

In 1973, Prakash Roy along with Madhavi
and sonAmit visited West Bengal and areasof
Tebhagastruggle. They alsovisited Kakdwip,
Chandanpiri and other placesinthe24-Parganas.
Villagersassembledinlargenumberstoreceive
and honour them.

Party sent her to Moscow for treatmentin
1965. Shewasinseriouscondition. Sheremained
for over five months there. She also got an
opportunity to meet theleadersof the Communist
partiesof Greece, Sudan, USA, Argentina, and
other countries.

Shehad organized several functionsonthe
occasion of theinternational women’syearin
1975. Shewasto preside over afunction on
December 3, but suddenly passed away inthe
sameafternoon. Theflowersand garlandsmeant
for theoccasion of thefunctionwereofferedto
her on her death.
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Retail Inflation Surgesto 7.4 per cent on High Vegetable Prices

India’ sconsumer price
index (CPI) inflationsurged
sharply toal5-month high
peak of 7.44 per centinJuly
2023, driven by highfood
and vegetableprices. July
CPI print had breached the
Reserve Bank of India’s
upper tolerancelimit of six
per centfor thefirsttimein
five months. The
consumer food price
index (CFPI) inJuly also
surgedto 11.51 per cent—
the highest level since
October 2020, accordingto
datarel eased by theministry
of statisticsand programme
implementation onAugust
14.

Under thefood basket,
vegetable prices soared
37.34 per cent against a
contraction of 0.93 per cent
year-on-year. Vegetables
have a 6.04 per cent
weightage on the overall
retail inflation. Therisein
inflationcouldalsopartly be
attributed to the current
surgeintomatoprices. Inkey
cities, tomato pricesroseto
ashigh as Rs150-200 per
kg.

Inflation for food and
beverage soared to 10.57
per cent, comparedto4.63
per cent, whilefor cereals

it rose to 13.04 per cent
from12.71 per centinJune.
Theinflationratefor fuel and
lightcameinat 3.67 per cent
inJuly. Rural inflationcame
in at 7.63 per cent,
comparedto4.72 per cent
inJune, whileurbaninflation
stood at 7.2 per cent, rising
from4.96 per centin June.

Street estimates had
predicted that July’s CPI
printwill breachthecentral
bank’ssix per centlimitin
July. Onamonth-on-month
level, retail inflationcamein
at 4.81 per centinJuneafter
easing sharply to4.25 per
centinMay-whichwasa25-
monthlow.

Food prices, which

accountfor nearly half of the
inflationbasket, havesoared
inthelasttwomonthslargely
duetotheerratic monsoon
throughout the country,
pushing tomato prices at
wholesalemarketsup more
than 1,400 per centinthe
past threemonths.

“Erratic monsoonsover
the past monthsattributed

to asteeper-than-expected
surge in the prices of
vegetables. Thefood and
beverageinflationroseto
10.57 per cent during the
monthfrom4.6 per centin
the previous month. The
vegetable prices are
expectedtostay elevatedfor
quitesometime, thoughfresh
market arrivals may help

cool downthepricestosome
extent,” said Raghvendra
Nath, MD, Ladderup
Wealth Management Pvt
Ltd.

Last week, theReserve
Bank of India(RBI) inits
Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC) meeting upwardly
revisedtheretail inflation
projectionsfor 2023-24 at

/ £

5.4 per cent, against 5.1 per
centit projectedinitsJune
meeting.

R B I
governor ShaktikantaDas,
aspart of hisremarksafter
the policy meeting, said
assuminganormal monsoon,
retail inflationisrevisedto
5.4 per cent, with second
quarter at 6.2 per cent, third

Textile Exports Continue to

Decline

Textileproductsworthatotal of 1,663 milliondollars
wereshipped|ast month comparedwith 1,695 million
dollarsinJuly 2022. Industry expertsbelievethat exports
might reviveinthecoming seasonif domesticcottonprices
turn competitive, saysareport.

Exportsof textilesand apparel declined 1.9 per cent
and 17.4 per cent, respectively, in July compared with
thesameperiodtheyear earlier. Cumulative export of
textilesand apparel for theApril-July 2023 periodslid
13.7 per cent year-on-year.

DatafromtheConfederationof IndianTextilelndustry
(CITI) showedthat cottonyarn, fabrics, and made-ups
registered 6.62 per cent growthlast month (1,009 million
dollars) fromJuly 2022 (946.48 milliondollars). However,
shipment of man-madeyarn, fabrics, made-ups, jute
products, carpets, and apparel itemsdeclined.

Textileproductsworth atotal of 1,663 milliondollars
were shipped last month compared with 1,695 million
dollarsinJuly 2022. Apparel exportswerel,141 million

dollarslast monthversus1,381 milliondollarsin July
2022.

Indian Chamber of Commerce’ schairmanontextiles,
saidgarment exportswereat a“ sustainedlow” for ayear.
Involumeterms, thedeclinewassharp. Retailersinthe
USmarket weredestocking and demand was expected
torevive.“Indiaexpectsagood cotton crop next season.
If cotton pricesremain competitive, exportswill revive.”

“Regarding cottontextileexports, themoodiscautioudy
optimistic,” said SiddharthaRajagopal, ED of Cotton
TextilesExport Promotion Council. “ Demand |ooked
better from China and if Indian cotton prices are
reasonabl e, export of fabricswill look up,” Rajagopal
added.

Ravi Sam, chairman of Southern India Mills’
Association, saidinthecurrent market conditions, India
couldregain competitivenessin cottontextilesonly if
theimport duty on cottonwasremoved. OnAugust 16,
Indian cotton priceswerehigher thaninternational prices.
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quarter at 5.7 per cent and
fourth quarter at 5.2 per
cent. Retail inflationforfirst
quarter of 2024-25 is
projected at 5.2 per cent.

“Themonth of July has
witnessed accentuation of
foodinflation, primarily on
account of vegetables. The
spikeintomato pricesand
further increasein pricesof
cereals and pulses have
contributed to this.
Consequently, asubstantial
increaseinheadlineinflation
would occur in the near
term,” said Das.

He reiterated what he
said after the Junemeeting:
“Bringingheadlineinflation
withinthetolerancebandis
not enough; we need to
remainfirmly focused on
digninginflationtothetarget
of four per cent.”

DSP Mutual Fund had
saidinitsAugust edition of
Netra report that India's
inflation trajectory is
expected to bebenign, but
highly vulnerabletochanges
infood prices. With almost
half of the CPI basket
comprisingfooditems, any
pricechangesinthiscategory
haveasubstantial effecton
theoverall inflationratein
India. So, even small
fluctuationsinfood prices
canhaveasignificantimpact
onthecost of livingfor the
average I ndian consumer,
accordingto DSP.

Some food items,
especially essentialslike
vegetables, grains, anddairy,
tend to have relatively
inelastic demand. “This
meansthat changesintheir
prices lead to
disproportionatechangesin
overall spending, aspeople
cannot easily reduce
consumptionevenif prices
increase. Asaresult, food
inflation canquickly affect
household budgetsandlead
to decreased purchasing
power,” said DSP in its
report.
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Thewavesof Artificial
Intelligence(Al) powered
job market disruption is
knocking at the door of
India, moreintensively
than any other country of
the world, which may
soon turn into a
nightmare, sincelndiais
not yetpreparedtofacethe
challenge except
producing some of the
documents to make the
government  appear
greatlyconcerned, but
actually nearly absent
fromthegroundwhereAl
is in operation
uncontrolled.

Almostfiveyearsagoin
June2018,NITI Aayog had
publishedadiscuss on paper
titled National Strategy
forArtificial intelligence.
However, did almost
nothingtocombat thethredt,
and by the pandemic year
2020, Aladoptioninindia
washighest at 45 per cent,
followed by 35 per centin
theUS, 28 per centinJapan,
and 23 percentinthe UK,
accordingto PwC report.
Thereport had estimated,
Al wasto affect 9 per cent
of existingworkforceinIndia
by 2030, whilecreatingonly
20 million new jobs. The
estimate was frightening
since, therateof lossof jobs
wasjust doublethantherate
of job creation.

Thesituationhadalready
worsened unprecedentedly
by July 2023, which is
reflectedinthestatement of
AICEO EmadM ostaque,
who said the outsourced
programmersinIndiawill
seetheirjobswipedoutin
thenextyear or thetwo. It
should be noted that India
has over 5 million
programmers who are
engaged in outsourcedjobs
fromtheforeigncountries.

Moreover, thisisnot the
only area of job market
whichisgoingtobeaffected.
Infact, almost all areas of
theeconomy, excludingthe
jobs that has to be done
physically by humanbeings,
and that cannot be
automated. ThePwCreport
that studiedthesituationin

2020 during the pandemic
had found that Indian
enterprises across
sectorshad already
embraced Al in a more
definitive manner because
for them it was more of a
business necessity thana
‘good-to-have’ solution. A
total of 89 per cent of Travel
and Hospitality companies
had taken the lead in
Alimplementation, followed
by TMT (86 per cent),
financial services (82 per
cent), and healthcare and
pharma (73per cent).

Now thenew PwC study
publishedinJune2023, on
the onset of industry 4.0
leading the Indian

manufacturingindustry toa
maj or transformation, says
that Indian industries
workingwasfor thegolden
batch using digitaltwins—

automationandAl. About
38 per cent of India
companieshad participated
in their survey, and they
werepreferringtoadopt one
standardiseddigital solution
acrossplantscomparedto
global companies, and
showingan upward trend
towardsadoptinganalytics
and Al with a current
implementation rate of 54
per cent.

The worse, Indian
companies, spread across
the sectors, tend to focus
more on people, policies,
and mindsetwhiletheglobal
companiesprefertobuildup
theright systemfor driving
any transformation, thePwC
reportreveal ed. | nanother
report published by thePwC
earlierinApril, hadreported
that about 70 per cent
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AI-Powered Jobs Disrupt Labour Market

No CONCRETE STEPS,
ONLY DOCUMENTS

ofbusinessesareplannedto
be integrated in the
metaverse into their
organisational activities,
whileadditionally, 63 per
centof companiesthat were
actively engaged withthe
metaversesaidthey would
fully embed themetaverse
in theirorganisational
activitieswithinayear.In
2018, the NITI Aayog
document had said that it
had decidedtofocusonfive
sectorsthat areenvisioned
tobenefit themost fromAl
solvingsocietal needswhich
werehedthcare, agriculture,

education, smart cities
andinfrastructure, andsmart
mobility andtransportation.
However, the paper had
identifiedthebarriersalso
whichwere—lack of broad-
based expertiseinresearch
and application of Al;
absence of enabling data
ecosystem;high resource
cost andlow awarenessfor
adoptionof Al; privacy and
security; and absence of
collaborativeapproach to
adoptionand application of
Al.However, thereislittle
evidencethat thegovernment
hasdoneanything significant
ontheground, whiletheAl-
powered job market
disruptioninthecountry has
been knocking at the
doorever louder.

Indiaisyet to have an
appropriatelegal framework
inplace. Thecountry needs

Dr Gyan Pathak

to devise it urgently
andcomprehensively, since
it cannot afford an
uncontrolled Al-powered
jobmarketdisruptionturning
into anightmare. UNFPA
hassaidthat 68 per cent of
India’s population are
working population. The
|abour forceparticipation
hasbeenhoveringaround40
per centfor quitesometime,
andover 90 per cent of them
are alreadyin informal

insecure jobs. The Al-
powered disruptionwould
heavily cut in the entire
spectrum of the formal
jobstoo, whilejust wiping
out largenumber of informal
andgigjobsinmany sectors.
Lack of any of the social
securitycoveragefor about
74 per cent of theworkers
would worsen their
condition. Unemployment
rate hasal so beenhovering
at about 8 per centinrecent
times, whichwouldfurther
shoot up in a scenario of
uncontrolled adoptionof the
twin deployment of Al and
automation.
Reskillingandupskilling
theworkforcetoadapttothe
new demandsof Al powered
jobsandtechnologiesare
theneed of thehour sincewe
smply cannotwishaway the

impact of Al-poweredjob
market disruption. But then
itinvolvesinvestingmorein
education, training, and
lifdonglearningprogrammes
that foster analytical
thinking,creativity, problem-
solving, anddigital literacy
sKills, rather than promoting
BJP-RSSclans' outdated
conceptsrelating to
education policy.
Urgently developing a
robust regul atory andethical
framework for Al that
ensures data privacy,
security,accountability, and
transparency. However, it
would not only involve
shedding of current
government’ sapproachof
becoming a“surveillance
state”, but also establishing
standards, guidelinesand
best practices for
developmentand
deployment of Al that
protects the rights and
interests of workers and
thereby of society at large.

Itisworthnotingthat Al
isincreasingly becoming
capableof automatingtasks
that are performed by
humans,andwedon’ t know
whereitisleadingto. Since
Al isbecomingincreasingly
affordable to smaller
organisationstoo, alarge
number of MSMEsareal so
expectedtoadopt Al intheir
enterprisesinforeseeable
future.

Over 90 per cent of
workforceareemployed by
MSMEsinIndia andhence
itwould be gross mistake
that onlybig companiesor
bus nesswould bedeploying
thistechnology andwould
goforautomationinabig
way wipingoutlargenumber
of regular decentjobshaving
social security coverage
whatever littletheir workers

enjoy as ofnow.
Contractualization and
On Page 14

New Age Weekly



12

-

The88" foundationday of theAll India
Students Federation was celebrated on
August 12, 2023, at the organization’s
national headquartersinNew Delhi. The
programwasinaugurated by Prof. Dinesh
Varshney, secretary of CPI Delhi state
council. AISF general secretary Vicky
M ahesari wasal so present. In hisinaugural
address, Dinesh Varshney lauded thegreat
historical role of AISF in freedom and
struggle. He al so spoke about how Al SF
took forwardthestrugglefor saving public
education. Thedangersof NEP2020were
alsoexplainedintheaddress. Theeducation

education.

places.

Al SF Foundation Day Observed

'f

policy is acomplete agenda for the
privatizationand commercialization of
education. He appealed present
leadershipof AlSFtocontinueitsstruggle
againsttheprivatizationof public-funded

Inhisaddress, Vicky Mahesari said
that A1SFwill standfor free, compulsory,
andscientificeducationfor all. Hea so
saldthat theorganizationwill continue
itsstrugglefor thestudent’ scause. The
foundationday cel ebrationwasattended
by students from Delhi University,
JamiaMillialdamiaUniversity and other

Peace, Dialogue...

From Page 09 toaddressthecomplexissues

of land, identifyingof socia
and cultural issuesamong

injustice. It also causes
discontent among
communitiesthat hasledto  differentcommunities misuse
present conflict. Present of forest lands,
ethnic conflictstook place  unemployment, equal access
duetothelongnegligenceof ~ of education toall ethnic
thestateby stateandCentral ~ groups, poppy cultivations,
governmentsandtheirfailure  containment of different
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underground armedgroups
in Valley and hill areas,
uncheckedinfiltrationsfrom
Myanmar as well
asdistributingforestlandsto
different corporates for
mining and  other
commercialactivitiesand
many other issues.

Themestingresolvedthat
promoting dialogue, trusts
and reconciliation
areessential for achieving
peace. Themeetingdecided
to engage in meaningful
dialogue between the
differentcommunitiesinthe
region. Thisdialogueshould
beopenandinclusive, andit
should address the root
causesof theconflict, such
asdiscrimination, poverty,
andlack of developmentsin
all areas of Manipur.The
meeting alsoreiteratedits
demand for immediate
resignationof chief minister
N Biren Singh, disarming of

August 20-26, 2023
Call for Indefinite
Srike...

From Back Page

The JFROPSrejected the Termsof Referencegiventothe
committeeand demanded thattheonly solutionistowithdraw
theNPSandtorestorethedefined and guaranteed Old
Pension Scheme.

The JFROPS organized a huge rally of Central
government and state government employees at
RamlilaMaidanonAugust 10, 2023inwhichmorethan 1.5
lakh government employees from all over the
countryparticipated. Therally adopted amemorandumto
besubmitted tothe PrimeMinister NarendraM odi inwhich
all the negative aspects of NPS were broughtout and
justificationsfor restoring the Old Pension Schemewere
givenindetail. Therally asodecidedtoobservethefollowing
actionprogrammecul minatingultimatelyinanindefinitestrike
and alsoaBharat Bundh:

* Campaigning Programmes and mobilising the
employeesand al sotocreatepublic support for thedemand
of scrapping the National Pension System(NPS) and
restoration of the defined and guaranteed OldPension
Scheme should be acontinuous process and the same
shouldbeintensified at theindustry/ office/ unit/local level
inthecomingdays. Social Mediashouldbefully utilised
for thispurpose.

* Joint gate meetings, rallies, processions, dharnas,
seminars,etc,shouldbeheld onAugust 21, September 9
and October 21.

* Strike Ballot (Secret Ballot) to betaken by all the
constituentorganisationsfor ‘ Indefinite Strike’ insupport
of single-point demandof scrap/ withdraw no guarantee
NPS and restore defined and guaranteed Old Pension
Schemeon November 21and 22,2023.

* TheMassivePensionAdhikar Rally hereby authorises
the steering committee of the JFROPS/NJCA to decide
the date of issue of strike notice and the date of
commencement of theindefinitestrike.

* A call will begiven by the JFROPS/NJCA for Bharat
Bandhduringthecourseof strikeafter consultingtheCentral
TradeUnionsand other likemindedorgani sations.

Thel.5Lakhof EmployeesassembledinRamlilaMaidan
are of the firmview that the threecrore government
employeesandtheir family membersof 10croreswill teach
the present government alesson by notvoting for them, if
the NPSisnot withdrawn. The stageisnow set for an
indefinitestrikeby thegovernment employees.

of buildingfriendshipamong
allcommunitiesarenot only

all terrorist groups, closing
of India-Myanmarborder to

stopillega infiltrations, stop
poppy cultivationinReserve
Forest L and,compensation
fordl victimsof theviolence,
etc.

Themeetingal sodecided
to carry forward the
revolutionary legacy of
JananetaComrade I rabot
Singhashisunderstanding

valideventoday and canbe
the pathway for lasting
politicalsolution of the
present conflictsinManipur
asheawayssaid“friendship
betweenthepeopleof valley
and hillsaretheguarantee
for prosperousManipur”.
CPI iscommittedto attain
thisgoal.
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Nuclear Weapons, Growing T hreat toHumanity

Letusrecall thedreadful
criminal act of total
disregardfor life, attheend
of World War 11, the
United Satesdropped an
atomic bomb on Nagasaki
on August 9, 1945 and
three days earlier on
Hiroshima on August 6.
The two Japanese cities
becameaninferno, death
surprisedtheir inhabitants
inlessthan a minute.

Therearenoexactfigures
onhow many peoplediedat
the time or in the months
followingtheexplosions.
Some estimate that by
December 1945thenumber
was 110,000, othersputit
at morethan 210,000. The
US dropped its second
atomic bombon Japan, this
timeonthecity of Nagasaki
.Onthe78th Nagasaki Day,
the world remembers the
70,000victimswhoserveas
aharrowingreminder of the
humanitarian and
environmenta cost of nuclear
weapons.

But thehorror of those |

dayscontinuedtoclaimmore
victimsovertime. Cataracts,
malignant tumors, thyroid,
breast and lung cancer
developedinthefollowing
yearsamongthesurvivorsof
the atomic
bombings.Hiroshimaand
Nagasaki are sadly a
reminder of thedanger posed
by nuclear weaponstothe
world, wheretherearean
estimated 22,000andwhose
total eliminationshouldbe
a priority, as their very
existence represents a
threat.

However, almost eighty
yearsafterthosevileactions,
the UN warned about the
increaseinglobal tensions
anddifferencesbetweenthe
most developed
nations.Addedtothisisafact
that shouldbeawarning: the
increase in military
expenditures. Last year, the
figurerosetomorethantwo

trilliondollars, equivaentto
2.2 per cent of theworld’s
Gross Domestic Product.

UN Secretary General
called on all countriesto
destroy theentirestock of
nuclear weapons
AntonioGuterressaid that
the “shadow of anuclear
war” hungover theworld.
Thishappened because of
global contradictionsand
fragmentation. Thenuclear
shadow that hung over the
worldduring the Cold War
hasreappeared, and some
countries are once again
recklesdyrattlingthenuclear
sword, threatening to use
thismeansof destruction,”
thedeputy secretary general
saidataneventinHiroshima

The United States, the
only country to have used
thisdeadly weaponry ina
war, allocated 877 billion
dollarsin2022tomilitary
spending, whichrepresents
39 per cent of the funds
allocatedworldwideforthis
purpose.Accordingtothe
Stockholm International
Peace Research I nstitute,
thenorthernnationinvested
295hilliondallarsfor military
operationsand maintenance
alone.Inrecent days, peace
groupshaveurgedtheU.S.
government to halt the
enormousmilitary spending
and put anendtothedanger
of nuclear war that is
looming over the world
today.

Thehistoricleader of the
Cuban revolution, Fidel

Castro, has repeatedly
warned of this danger,
pointing out that the use of
nuclear weaponsinawar
would mean the end of
humanity.The world has
never been safe because of
theexistenceof thisdeadly
weaponry, which, asFidel
Castro pointed out, should
disappear in order to
preservethelivesof all.

Communistsarefacing
deaththreatsin Ukraine

Communistyouthleaders
AleksanderKononovich
andhisbrother Mikhail, who
are under house arrest in
Ukraine, havesaidthey are
facingdeaththreats. Leftand
progressive organizations
across the world have

condemnedthepersecution
of theactivists

Variouscommunist and
progressiveyouth groups
have denounced thedeath
threatsand other forms of
intimidation
against communist youth
leaders Aleksander
Kononovichandhisbrother
Mikhail Kononovich. The
duois currently under house
arrestinUkraine. Earlierthis
week, the Kononovich
brothers, in an
appeal, stated that President
VolodymyrZelensky’s
regime was trying to
assassinate them. They
alleged that a police
officer, YevgenKravchuk,
had repeatedly cometotheir
home and threatened to
murder them. The same

officer also made a
Facebook post issuing a
publiccall for their murder
andrevealingtheaddressof
their house. Inthewake of
suchthreats, variousgroups
including the World
Federation of Democratic
Youth(WFDY'), Communist
Party of Greece(KKE), and
CommunistYouthof Greece
(KNE) havereiterated the
demandfor theimmediate
release of thebrothers.

According to
areport by 902.gr, aKKE
delegation led by MEP
Lefteris Nikolaou-
Alavanos, aongwithKNE
leaders, will visit the
Ukrainianembassy inAthens
on July 6 to deliver a

resolution “protesting
against theongoingthreats
against thelivesof thetwo
young communists.”

Followingtheonset of the

Russia-Ukraine war,
the Security Service of
Ukraine(SBU) arrested the
Kononovich brothers,
leaders of the Leninist
Communist Youth Union of
Ukraine(LKSMU),fromthe
capital Kiev on March 6,
2022, and put theminjail.
The SBU accused them of
being propagandistsholding
pro-Russian and pro-
Belarusianviewswiththe
goal of destabilizing the
internal situationinUkraine
and creating a“ necessary
information picture” for
Russian and Belarusian
channels. The arrest
triggered widespread

Diary of

| nternational

Events
C. Adhikesavan

protests from progressive
and communist groupsin
Europe and abroad, who
denouncedthemoveaspart
of thepurgeinitiated by EU-
NATO-backed Zelensky
against communists,
socialists, and other critics
of hisregimeinthenameof
national security. Later,in
July 2022, ashow trial of the
Kononovich brothers
startedinthe Solomensky
District CourtinKiev. The
court sessions were
continually delayed and
postponed and thebrothers
wereput under housearrest.

July 5 marked 486 days
sincetheir arrest.

During their trial, the
brothers stated that “our
case is completely
fabricated from start to
finish. What arewecharged
with?Pro-Belarussanviews
arebeing charged. Weare
beingtriedfor our views.
What kind of democracy
canwetalk about?’

Even before the war
began, thepost-Euromaidan
regimeinUkrainehadstarted
decommuni zation attempts
and persecution of
communigs. TheCommunist
Party of Ukraine(KPU),led
by Petro Symonenko, was
banned from contesting
elections in 2015. The
communistshavefoughtand
will continuetofight for the
benefit of our people.

New Age Weekly
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In BJP Rule...

From Page 04

spending pattern?’ heasked. Heal so said that Modiwas
afraid of questions.

Heexplainedtheplight of farmersand workers, and
said“Botharein severedistressunder thisgovernment.
Theamount whichiswrittenoff by thepresent government
hasonly benefitted the corporategiantsalikeAdani and
Ambani. Thisgovernment snatchesaway thefederal rights
of the states. BJP is known for its way of creating
disturbancesduetoitsintolerance. Thisisan attempt to
induceanger. They havebeendoingthisforlong. Minorities,
SCs, STs, Muslims, Christians, and others are being
attackedinanunprecedented manner. They havenotfulfilled
any of the assurances given to them. They are into
disinvesting PSUs. Nehru created and successive
Governments protected these PSUs. But the present
Government has taken a decision to disinvest these
PSUs.Theforeign policy shaped by Nehruhasbeengiven
up. ThisGovernment hasshownitssubmissiveapproach
towardthe USA.”

Intheconclusion of hisspeech, Subbarayan said that
Hinduism and Hindutvaare never the sameand are not
interrelatedandtheBJPgovernmentwill not returnto power
in2024.

August 20-26, 2023

No CoNCRETE STEPS...

From Page 11

informalisationof jobsinbigcompaniesare
already in place in a big way without
anycheck, eveninthepublic sector orin
thegovernment, that isset to accel erate by
adoption of Al and automation.

Theargument being given by somethat
Al would generateenoughjobsiswrong,
since it is not comparable withearlier
industrialisationproviding jobs which
needed humanstorun. Thecaseof Al is
different, which adoptsthenatureof human
beingitself toreplace humansinexcellent
way far moreefficiently than humansin
maj orityof cases.

NITI Aayog’sdiscussion paper rel eased
inNovember 2022, titled“ ResponsibleAl”
#Alforall reedswell, butitidimitedinscope
covering chiefly facial recognition
technol ogy. FollowingtheNational Strategy
onArtificiaIntelligence(NSAI) 2018, which

highlightedtheroad map ahead, stakehol der
consultationswereinitiatedincollaboration
withtheWorld Economic Forumsin2019,
which culminatedinto two-part approach
paper in2021.

However, where arethe appropriate
actions?Modi governmentistooslow and
progressinAl istoofast.

“Alisadisruption,” admitted Rajeev
Chanrashekhar, Minister of Statefor Skill
Development and Entrepreneurshipand
Electronicsand Information Technol ogy
of India, onthesidelinesof aG20 meeting
recently, but advised” Don’'t overreact to
fear narrativeon potential humanjobloss.”
Can we ask, why should we not be
concernedwhenAl isbeingincreasingly
adoptedinlargescaleacrossthelndian
jobmarket, unchecked and
uncontrolled,wiping out jobsincreasingly
day after day?
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Our Goal is to Oust BJP from Power: CPI

Communist Party of Indianational council secretary
BinoyViswamMP saidin Vijayawada on August 12 that
the present goal is to dethrone Prime Minister
NarendraModi frompower. NarendraModi’sresponse
onManipur ispainful. Thereisno protectiontomigrants.
The YSR Congress Party has surrendered to BJP. We
have to protect the state and save the nation.

He was addressing the
poster releasefunctionon
August 12 at Dasari
Bhavan,inVijayawada.
BinoyViswam alongwith
AndhraPradesh CPI state
council secretary K
Ramakrishnaand assi stant
secretary Muppalla
Nageshwera Rao were
leaders who spoke to the
gathering. Thebusyatra,that
istostartonAugust 17 and
conclude on September 8,
is aimed to expose the
misruleof NarendraM odi as
well asJaganmohan Reddly.

Theposter wasrel eased by
BinoyViswam.
In  his address,

BinoyViswamstated that
Manipur incident madeall
the Indians to bow their
heads. Buttheprimeminister
hasgivenanexplanationon
theissuevery satirically. It
isunfortunatethat theprime
minister who spoke for
morethantwo hourscould
sparejust four minutesfor
such animportant issue of
Manipur. Thoughwomen
wereparaded naked, Union

homeminister Amit Shahand
officialsweresilent. The
government of
NarendraM odi ishanding
over mineral and forest
wealth of north-eastern
stateswhicharebeingcalled
assevensisterstocorporate
houses.

He pointed out that
employment potentialities
aregradually beingreduced.
Changingthelawsandgiving
them new names are not
very important. What is
important is to provide
employment toyouth, poor
andmigrant people. Healso
alegedthat severa billswere
passedinParliament without
any discussion.

Thebusyatrawill cover
all districts of Andhra
Pradesh. Indian opposition
isgoinginaproper way in
order todethroneNarendra
M odi from power, headded.
InParliament theentirebody
of Y SRCPiswith Jagan but
themindiswithModi.

CPI AP state council
secretary K Ramakrishna

addressing the funct|on
stated thatJaganmohan
Reddy governmentisrunning
inreversegear.Justinfour
monthsperiod, hehasmade
adebt of Rs33,500 crores.
Intheperiod of four years
hehasnot completed even
single irrigation
project.Polavaram project
isleftintheair. Ramakrishna
askedwhy theprojectisnot
being handed over to the
Central government. Jagan
had promised that
Polavaramwill becompleted
by Kharif season of 2020,
changeditto2021andagain
t0 2022. Now heissaying
that Polavaramwill be
completed only by 2025.
Owing to the policies of
Y SRCP, Taiwan company

Ram Narsimha Rao

has gone to Tamil Nadu,
Amarragjabatteriesplant has
goneto Telangana. Jacky
and KIA companies of
Anantapurarenotinvesting
at all. Thereare 2.2 lakh
crore IT exports from
Telangana whereas in
AndhraPradesh not even
Rs2,000 crores| T exports
arethere. Inthestatethere
are 35 percent unemployed
andthey shouldbeprovided
withjobs.

K Ramakrishnapointed
outthatinthestatetax burden
isbeingincreased. Y SRCP
has attacked theleader of
opposition in the state

2a AV
assembly butacriminal case
of attempt to murder was
instituted on Chandrababu.
Thebusyatraexposinganti-
peoplepoliciesof Central
and stategovernmentswill
start fromthegateof Vizag
steel plant onAugust17and
culminatein Tirupathi on
September 8 with huge
public meeting. As the
Central government support
isthere to Jagan, despite
many crores of rupees of
debts, hecould borrow. No
party outside NDA has
supported BJPasY SRCP
is supporting.That is the
reason why cases against
Jagan are not moving
forward, said K
Ramakrishna.

On (Record ...

from 2017-18to 2020-21. The report
wastabledin Lok SabhaonAugust 8.

TheUnion government’smovetointroduce
a legislation proposing that election
commissionerswill be selected by apanel led
by the prime minister, with the leader of the
oppositionintheL ok Sabhaand aUnion cabinet
minister asmembers, hasraised concernsabout
the overriding executive control over the poll
body. The legislation, The Chief Election
Commissioner and Other Election
Commissioners (A ppointment, Conditions of
Service and Term of Office) Bill, 2023, was
introduced onAugust 10 by theUnion Ministry
for Law and Justiceinthe Rajya Sabha, just a
day beforethe parliament’s monsoon session
was to draw to a close. — thewire.in, August
12.

*k*x

Theinformation was revealed in the CAG
report on the performanceauditor of the NSAP

The NSAP includes old-age
pensions. The Comptroller and Auditor
General of India(CAG) has found that
the Union Ministry of Rural
Development (MoRD) diverted funds
meant for the National Social
Assistance Programme (NSAP) for
publicity purposesof someof itsother
schemes.

Theinformationwas revealed inthe
CAGreport ontheperformanceauditor
of the NSAP from 2017-18 to 2020-
21. Thereport wastabledin L ok SabhaonAugust
8. The NSAP includes old-age pensions. —
newsclick, August 10.

* k%

Tushar Gandhi, thegreat-grandson of Mahatma
Gandhi lodged apolicecomplaint in Puneagainst
radical Hindutvaleader Sambhaji Bhidefor his
alleged derogatory remarks against the Father

HATE EXPRESS i
F SUPERFAST

2014 Up 2024
<

of the Nation. Bhide, who heads the
fringe Sangli-based outfit
Shiv Pratishthan Hindustan, had been accused
of making offensiveremarksagainst Mahatma
Gandhi during aprogrammein Maharashtra's
Amravati districtin July. —TheHindu, August
10.

Compiled by: C Adhikesavan
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Thenationwideagitation
andprotest by theCentral
and state government
employees areincreasing
dayby day againstthe No
GuaranteeNationa Pension
System (NPS) introduced
by theA B Vg payeeled BJP
government duringtheyear
2003 for the Central
government employees
recruited onor after January
1, 2004. The federations
and unionsof government
employeesaredemandingto
scraptheNPSandtorestore
thedefined and guaranteed
Old Pension Scheme.

The protest and
agitationthroughout the
country are gaining
momentumduetothereason
that the number of
employeesgoverned under
theNPSisincreasingday by
day. Arough estimatestates
that therearemorethan 60
lakh NPS employees in
variousstatesand about 20
lakhNPSemployeesinthe
central government.

ThethenBJPgovernment
introducedtheNPSwithlot
of fan-fareand arguedthat
NPS is a better pension
schemethantheOldPension
Scheme since thereturns
fromthepensionfundunder
NPSwill behuge. Infact,
when the

employees’ organizations |

protested against the NPS,
thegovernment of Indiain
2007 gave a written
assurancethat thepension

inNPSwill bemorethanthe ' ,‘,‘

pension paid under theOld

Pension Scheme. Thishas ;

now been shatteredby the

actual benefits/pensionthe I

retiring employees are
gettingfromNPS.

In accordancewith the
OldPensionScheme,
anemployeewithlOyears
serviceiseligibletoget 50
percent of hisbasic pay as
pensionsubjecttoaminimum

Massive Rally by Govt Employees in Delhi
CALL FOR INDEFINITE STRIKE

FOR OLD PENSION SCHEME

of Rs 9,000 + dearness
relief. Hecan commute 40
per cent of the pensionand
cantakeitinadvancewhile
onretirement. Heal sowould
get two installments of
dearnessrelief onthefull

pension. The commuted
portion of the pensionwill
berestored after 15 years
from the date of
commutation. ThePension
amounts get hike on a
percentage basis after 80
years of Age. All these
benefits are without

REDMI Nq’rE 10

makingany contribution by
theempl oyee. However none
of these facilities
areavailableinthe NPS.

In the NPS, the
employees have to
contribute10 per cent oftheir

wages (Basic Pay + DA)
and government makes a
contribution of 14 per cent
of thewagesevery month.
Thepensioncontributionis
investedindifferentsources
andthepensionispaidbased

on the returns from these
investments/annuity. Ina
nutshell the pension of the
government employees
dependsonthevagariesof
themarket. After 20 years
of NPSwhat weareseeing
isthattheretiringemployees
aregettingfromNPSavery

meagreamount of Rs2,000
to Rs4,000 aspension and
whichremainsstatictill the
death of thepensioner. The
mythandthefa seassurance
of the government about
theNPS have been

C Srikumar

unraveled by the above
facts.Therefore, thereis
anger,frustration and
discontent amongst the

government employees.

TheCongresswhichgot
thePFRDA Bill passedwhen
inpower withthesupport of
BJPand other partiesexcept
the left parties have now
startedwithdrawingtheNPS
andrestoringtheOPSinthe

states which they are
nowruling like Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarhand Himachal
Pradesh. The state
governmentsinJharkhand

and Punjab have also
withdrawntheNPS. Since

theCongress party has
announcedthat if it comes
to power it would restore
OPS,itgivespressuretoall
thegovernmentsincludingin
Kerala, Tamil
Nadu,Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Telangana, Uttar Pradesh
andothersaswell torestore
OPS. However the
government of India and
thePFRDA isrefusing to
returnthepensionwealth of
the employees
accumulatedwiththestate
governments which have
withdrawntheNPSonthe
pleathatitistheemployee's
money and cannot be
returned back. Agitations
aregoingoninall thestates
against theNPS.

In this backdrop, the
Centrd andstategovernment
employees organisations
including teachers’ have
constitutedalarger platform
of  JointForum for
Restoration of Old Pension
Scheme (JFROPS) which
includes federations and
unions from Railways,
defence, postal,incometax,
accountsandauditandothers
apart from the state
government employees’
organizations. Under
pressurefromall over the
country and keeping
theParliament electionsin
mind thefinance minister
NirmaaStharamanannounced
constitution of ahighlevel
committee under the
chairmanship of finance
secretary torecommendfor
improvement inthe NPS.

On Page 12
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