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mitisImperativetoAbolishNuke

THE IDEA oF INDIA

Morethan seven decades back, DrAmbedkar had
warned that “ on the 26th of January, 1950, we are
going to enter into a life of contradictions. In poli-
ticswewill haveequality andin social and economic
life we will have inequality.”

Inour timestoo, wecon-
tinue to face these
contradictions, andat a
higher scale. Thevery con-
cept of equality is under
attack, politically, socially
and economically. One of
the biggest banes of BJP
government headed by
Modi isitspromotion of an
unequal political, social and
economicorder dictated by
theRSS. Itismaking coun-
try suffer greatly. Inequality
isexpliciteverywhere. There
is discrimination against
minorities,ever-increasing
rigiditiesof caste, ingrow-
ing misogyny and in the
unprecedented concentra-
tion of wealthwithafew.

Thesolutiontothisisthe
unity of secular-democratic
forcesto strike at theroot
of growinginequality, the
monolithic communal
cronyismoftheRSS-BJP. To
resist and defeat theassault
onour secular democratic
fabric, thehistory demands
the secular democratic
forcesto unitein order to
savelndiaandchangelndia.

ThenewlyformedIndian
National Developmental In-
clusiveAlliance, acronymed
INDIA, hasbecomeatopic
of intense discussion and
debate. On one hand, the
emergence of INDIA has
given the secular, demo-
cratic and progressive
sectionsof our peopleavi-
able alternative to the
hateful , divisiveand crony
capitalist ruleof theRSS-
BJP.

Ontheother hand, rattled
from the unity of secular-
democratic forces being
cemented, theright-wing
RSScontrolled ecosystem
IS going out of its way to
speak foul about theunity of
theforcesthat have united
tosafeguardtheveryideaof
our secular-democratic

D Raja

rial whimslikedemonetiza-
tionleadingtoasituation of
completedisarray. Thein-
formal sector of theeconomy
wasgreatly harmedthrough
ahurried and anti-federal
GST. Mismanagement of
economy ledtothecrisisof
unemploymentandthemis-
handling of the Covid-19
crisisturneditintoacatas-

Unity of secular democr aticfor cesnot only
preventsthedivision of votesbut such an al-
liancealsocounter sthemajoritarian agenda
of the BJP by becoming the voice of all sec-
tions of society by providing an alter native
agenda. Constituentsof such abloc, it must
beunderlined her e, must remain accommo-
dative to each other to foster better
under standingand enhanced mutual trust

Republic. PrimeMinister
NarendraModi led the
charge by comparing the
alliancewiththeEast India
Company. Hewasdeliber-
ately oblivioustothehistory
of patrioticand left forces
chasingtheEast IndiaCom-
pany and itsoffspring the
BritishRa fromthecountry.
His acts of omission are
necessary sinceheand ev-
eryoneelseknow whowas
servingtheBritishloyally
whenthecountry wasfighting
for liberationfrom colonial
rule.

Inlast nineyearssince
BJP came to power, the
country has been
witnessingmis-governance
all over and at an unprec-
edented level. Sector after
sector of our economy is
challengedthroughdictato-

trophe. Inequality hasgone
up under Modi asheshow-

ered benefits over
corporates.The much-
needed social sector of our
economy becamethevictim
of such acts.

India’'sfall onall social
and devel opmental indices
isaconsistent featureof the
BJP-RSSruleand hasbeen
detrimental tothemost-vul-
nerable sections of our
society. Itisnot anaccident
that thewealth of therich-
estincreased manifoldinthe
last nineyears, itisby de-
sign. BJP’smodel of crony
capitalismdictatessnatch-
ingeverythingfromthepoor
and inundating the
corporates with benefits.
Education, healthand em-
ployment have gone out of
thereach of common people

andfromall sectionsof the
society, they havecomeout
protesting.

Further, the M odi gov-
ernment oversaw rampant
erosion of the values en-
shrinedinour Constitution.
BJP's lust for power has
dissected Indiansociety and
hascreated deep divisions
among the people of our
country. RSS-BJPishold-
ing back theprogressof our
country by dividing people

/¥

onthebasisof religion, caste,
languageandregion. They
learnt thedivisivegameof
‘divideandrule’ fromtheir
Britishmastersandarenow
tryingtoruleby usingthe
sametactic.

Disastrousresultsof this
dirty designarevisibleall
over thecountry, most re-
cently intheburning of the
entirestate of Manipur, on
whichtheotherwisevocal
PrimeMinister kept mum
for months. VVoicescritical of
thegovernment are being
forcefully silenced using
draconianlawsandthereis
ageneral declineindemo-
cratic values and norms,
incul cated by our freedom
movement and our Consti-
tution. Survival of
democracy inour country
hasbecomethemost criti-

cal question beforeusand
the debate around thefor-
mation of INDIA shouldbe
placedinthiscontext.

The need for a united
opposition was felt since
long against the ruthless
stomping on our Constitu-
tional values and also to
upholdtheideasthat unite
our people. The CPI, in
particular, wasof the opin-
ionthat theBJP scomingto
power intheUnionwasnot
merely achangeof govern-
ment but aqualitativechange
that will straintheconstitu-

tional fabricof thecountry.
Wehaveadvocated for the
unity of secular democratic
patrioticforcestotakeonthe
BJPpoalitically andideologi-
cally.

The alternative to
Hindutvacronyism can be
offeredfromtheL eft of the
political spectrumandthe
agenda of the united bloc
shouldberadically different
fromthe RSS-BJPtotake
thecountry forward. Inthe
pastalso, BJPanditsallies
founditdifficulttoreachthe
majority when met with a
formidablecombination of
united secular democratic
forces.

Unity of secular demo-
cratic forces not only
preventsthedivisionof votes

On Page 12
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TheBJP-RSSgovernmentismoving ag-
gressively withitsprivatization policy. Prime
ministerNarendraM odimadeit explicitinone
of hisremarkswhen hesaid recently inone
of hismeetings: * HamareDesh mepublicsector
kamarnekeliyeJanmahotahai’ (Inour country,
public sector isbornto perish). It standsin
clear contrast totheideal sour Parliament has
stoodfor. Our Constitutioniscommitted to-
wards building a society with socialist
principles. Public ownership and thecontrol
of commanding heightsof thenationa economy
with its strategic sectors were considered
imperativetothesystemweaspiredfor. Long
yearsof colonized economy had destroyedthe
basicsand the prime need wasto makethe
recovery fast. It meant that each one of our
peoplewasto have accessto every oppor-
tunity, freefromindividua domination. Itcould
bepossibleonly inademocracy with social
justice. For theseendeavors, availability of
adequatefinancewasneeded. Firsttobena-
tionalized wasL ifelnsurance, andthenthe
Imperia Bank of India. Soonwerebuiltupother
institutionsin public sector and major banks
wereal sonationalized. Thestepwastakento
promotethemobility of publicmoney, create
aninfrastructureinthefieldsof production,
not only for thebasi c essential sbut al sothose
for export. It wastheyear of 1969, whenthe
most significant shift came. Fourteenlarge
commercial banks, owned by themonopoly
houses, werenationalized. It wasal sostressed
by thegovernment that even after nationaliza-
tion, the credit needsof theprivateindustry
and tradewould bemet. Theunrolling of the
nationalization processwasto meet theneeds
of productivesector, especially thosein ag-
riculture,insmall scaleindustries, andalsofor
thosethat were self employed. Thenational -
ized bankswereal soto sustainthenew and
growinginitiatives, andinthebackwardand
neglected areasinthecountry. Thepublicown-

Privatisation, a Threat to Democracy

ershipwasalsoto help declinethe process of
spendinginthedirection of specul ativeand un-
productiveareas.

Theaimwasto remove control of few, ex-
tension of credit to priority sectors, giving a
professional bent to bank management and en-
couragement to new classesof such producers
andtraders. Theobjectivewasto blend thecapi-
tal and people’sskills. It wastohelp society in
itsadvances. JusticeKrishnalyer had said that
thenationalization wasaimed at collecting the
savingsof peopleandinvestingitinagrarian
sector along with other sectionsthat arein need
of support. The purposewasto take each one

together andwiththeir skill and capital gathered
to move forward. To aid these devel opment
projectsbankswereaimed at higher growthrate
and bringing down of therateof impoverishment.

Therewasmassiveexpansioninbranches, the
volumeof depositswasalsogrowing, especially
inrural areas. Just intwo years, growing bank
creditwasdivertedto priority sectorsfrom 14
percent to 41 percent. Therewasalso signifi-
cant successinremovinginequalities. Banking
policy wasextended to secureprogressivere-
ductioninincomeinequalities.All thesepolicies
protected not only the nationalized banking but
theentireeconomy fromtheMelt Down effects.

Despitetheseachievements, chal lengeswaited
at doorstepthroughtheyears. Capitalist system
wasmaturing and giving way tofinancecapital.
Corporate sector waspromoted by thesystem.
Welfare of peoplewasno morethetask of the
government. Variousregimescameto power
including BJPitself inthebeginning of thecen-
tury. Butitwasonly in 2014, when BJP-RSS
government cametorule, themajor stepsfor

disinvestment weretaken.Thegovernment at
the Centremanaged raiseover Rs4.04 1akh
crorethroughdisinvestment andstrategicsale
of public sector enterprises, accordingtofi-
nance ministry.There were sales in 10
companies,includingAir India, that hadyiel ded
Rs69,412 croretotheexchequerinthelast
eightyears. Sharebuyback in45 casesfetched
Rs45,104 crore.Dismantling of PSUshasbeen
goingon.

When the prime minister spoke about the
demiseof PSUs, heal so meant thecrumbling
of democratic processinthecountry, thereason
beinglargescaleprivatization, atask takenup
by thegovernment at the Centre. Public sec-
tor isthebackboneof thel ndian economy and
it playsapivotal roleinitsdevelopment. Its
final aimisto socializethemeansof produc-
tion. Strivingtoachievecertain socio-economic
obj ectives, theprimary concernof publicsector
isto protect theeconomy whichisowned and
controlled by thegovernment. Effortsareal so
madeto providebasic goodsand servicesto
thecitizens, promoteeconomic devel opment,
and protect theinterests of weaker sections
of society.Ithasawaystriedtoprovidethebasic
essential servicestothecitizens. Whenthe
nationalizationhad beeninitiated, ithelpedto
resolvetheissue of unemployment also. It
brought inopportunitiesfor employment. Fi-
nally, the means for infrastructure is also
provided by PSUsto strengthen democracy.

Alongwith Public Sector, our composite
culture, Constitution, andthedemocrati c ethos
arealsounder threat. OneexampleisManipur,
wherehumanity itself isinflames. Never had
Indiawitnessed suchbarbarity. Itisnottheissue
of SCstatus, nor isitthetribal conflict. Itis
only an attempt to side linethe major prob-
lems, theissues of employment, education,
health, finally resources. Alsoitisaneffortto
fragment them tokeep alivethediscontent.

CPI Condemns Haryana Riots,

Killing

of Passengers

The National Secre-
tariat of the Communist
Party of India issued the
following statement on
August 2, 2023:

TheNational Secretariat
of the Communist Party of
Indiacondemnstherecent
killings of passengersin
Jaipur-Mumbai trainwhich
isbeing dubbed as mental
derailment of the offender.
Thisisover smplificationof
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thefactandisaimedtode-
rall thered picture. Intheriots
andarsoninHaryanamore
than five peoplehavelost
their lives which include
Imamandtwohomeguards.

Thefailureof thepolice
inarrestinganotoriousmur-
derer MonuManesar for the
past five months and his
declarationto participatein
the Brig
Mandal Dharmikyatraig-

nitedthesituationinNuhin
Haryanawhichisahyper
sensitivecommunal place.
Further thecautionsgivenby
digtrictintelligencechief to-
wards communal clash
eruptionif theprocessionis
alowedthroughMuslimlo-
calities were ignored.
Subsequently the clashes
took place.

Communal tensions
whicharearesult of divisive

politicspursued by ruling
BJPisobvioudy responsible
for theseincidentsandisa
warningtoall ontheback-
ground of Manipur
happenings as to what
awaitsinfutureif theBJPrule
isallowedto continue. CPI
demands strict action
against the perpetratorsof
violence and arson and
proper compensationtothe
victims. CPl alsoappealsto

all to maintain peace and
harmony and preserveunity
and composite culture of
India.

Theparty alsoappealsto
al Indiansthat they should
not fall prey to politics of
hatred, fear and violence
whichisthemain plank of
BJP-RSSpoliticsunleashed
inthebackground of ensu-
ing el ections.
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SAU Must not Stop Democr atic Protestsin Campus

BinoyViswam, Member of Par-
liament (RajyaSabha) and | eader of
the parliamentary group of the
Communist Party of India, also
Member, Committee on Public
Undertakings, Standing Committee
on Labour, Textilesand Skill De-
velopment, Consultative
Committeeon Environment, For-
est and Climate Changehaswritten
thefollowingletter to Prof Ranjan
Kumar M ohanty,acting president,
SouthAsianUniversity, New Delhi
toexpresshisdisgust and anguish
at therecently introduced manda-
tory General Undertakingfor the
newly admitted students at the
SouthAsianUniversity. Theunder-
takings impose restrictions on

student participatingindemocratic
movementsand at the sametime,
shamefully requiresthemtodeclare
that they don’t suffer fromany psy-
chological disorders or serious
illness.

| writethisletter to expressmy
disgust and anguish at therecently
introduced mandatory General
Undertakingfor thenewly admitted
studentsat the SouthAsianUniver-
sity. The undertakings impose
restrictionson student participating
indemocratic movementsandat the
sametime, shamefully requiresthem
todeclarethat they don’ t suffer from
any psychological disordersor se-
rious illness. The nature of the
undertakingshighlightstheundemo-

craticanddiscriminatory functioning
of theUniversity.

Protestsanddemoacraticdia ogue
havebeeninstrumental inshaping
theentire SouthAsianregion. Cur-
tailing therightsof studentsfrom
participatingindemocraticdia ogue
and movementsisan obstaclein
realizing thevision behind South
AsianUniversity whichaimedto
impart liberal and humane educa-
tion. The declaration about
psychological disordersor serious
ilInessishighly discriminatory, in-
humaneandunscientificat thesame
time. It shedslight ontheUniver-
sity administration’ sdesperateness
inrelinquishingitsrespons bilitiesof
providing astudent friendly space

for studentsof all backgrounds.

Thecaseof now partially para-
lyzed SAU student Ammar Ahmed
istestimony tothetreatment students
with special needs are getting at
SAU. Theunjust treatment of stu-
dents, faculty and workersof the
SouthAsianUniversity isgaining
notoriety ininternational spaces.
SAU must addressthemultiplecon-
cernsraised by students, faculty and
theworkersof theUniversity. | urge
youtotakeback thearchaic con-
ditions put down in the General
Undertakingsfor newly admitted
students.

I hopethisissuewill findyour
urgent attention.

SC Takes Cognizance of NFIW Petition on Lynching
Asks Centre, Six States to Respond to Plea

The SupremeCourtonJuly 28,
2023 asked the Centreand at | east
six Statestorespondtoapleaabout
lynchingand mobviolencerefusing
tostop.Thepleaby National Fed-
eration of Indian Women (NFIW)
saidgruesomeincidentsof mobfury
and vigilantism continueto happen
despiteafive-year-old apex court
judgment, which had madethegov-
ernment machinery squarely
accountablefor protectingthelives
of victims, including minority com-
munity members.

AppearingbeforeaBenchledby
JusticeB R Gavai, senior advocate
Kapil Sibal began by requestingthe
court nottotell himtogototheHigh
Courts.Hesaid theincidentsspan
acrossmultiplestates. Thevictims
shouldnot bemadetogotoall these
HighCourts.“ Evenif they did, they
might end up getting Rs2lakh each
ascompensation,” Sibal said.

Thesenior lawyer, appearingfor
theNational Federation of Indian
Women (NFIW), highlighted
how the2018judgment of theapex
court in TehseenPoonawala
case hadforetoldthat lynchingand
mob violence were “creeping
threats’ and needtobenippedinthe
bud.

Thecourt had warned that the
risingwaveof frenzied mobs—fed
by fake news, self-professed mo-
rality and fal se stories— would
consume the country like a “ty-
phoon-like monster”. “We are
issuingnotice,” theBenchtoldSibal.

Thecourt askedtheUnionhome

ministry and headsof policeforces
of Maharashtra, Orissa, Haryana,
Rajasthan, Bihar and Madhya
Pradeshtorespondtothepetition.

OnJuly 10, theapex court had,
Inaseparate case, decidedtotake
stock of what the Centre and state
governments have done so far to
punishthoseinvolvedinlynching,
mostly spurred by communal hate,
sinceitsJuly 2018 judgment.

Thejudgment had condemned
these* horrendousactsof moboc-
racy” asananathemawhichrequires
aspecial law and punishment.

A Bench of Justices Sanjeev
KhannaandBelaM Trivedi,onJuly
10, had directedthestategovern-
mentstofileyear wisedata, from
2018, regardingthecomplaintsfiled,
FIRsregistered and challans sub-
mittedincourtsconcerningincidents
of mobviolenceandlynching.

Thecourt had saidthehomemin-
istry could meet withthedepartment
headsconcerned of statesand pro-
videanupdated statuson measures
taken by themto comply withthe
preventiveremedial measuresdi-
rected by the SupremeCourtonits
July 17, 2018 judgment in
TehseenPoonawal acase.

Thejudgment had directed states
toform Special Task Forcestocol-
lectintelligenceonlikely incidents
of hatespeeches, mobviolenceand
lynchingsindistricts. Thejudgment
had madeit clearly theduty of the
Central and state governmentsto
takestepsto curband stopthedis-

semination of explosivemessages,
videos, etc, whichhavea“tendency
toincitemobviolenceandlynching

of any kind”.

The2018judgment had directed
that thepolicewereduty boundto
register FIRs, arrest the accused,
carry out effectiveinvestigationand
filechargesheetsin complaintsof
mobviolenceandlynchings.

AIFUCTO, JFME Launche Countrywide Protest

Demand Withdrawal of NEP

Prof Arun Kumar

All IndiaFederation of University and College Teachers' Organisations
(AIFUCTO)and Joint Forumfor Movement on Education (JFME) havecalled
up on theteaching fraternity across the country to organisestate level pro-
testson September 13,2023 demanding withdrawal of NEP, Implementation
of OPSand to endthe adhoc appointmentsin the entire system of education.

Inapressstatement issued,general secretary,AIFUCTO, Prof ArunKumar
said that NEP -2020 has been imposed upon the nation without consulting
the stakeholders. Neither the Parliament nor the stateshave been taken into
confidence. AIFUCTO alongwith JFM Etried torestrain the processof imple-
mentation and also to have a dial ogue with the government at the Centre.
They failedto attract attention and al so failed to find ademocratic response.
AIFUCTO and allthe contingentsof JFM E havefirmview that the NEP-2020
isan attempt tocentralize, corporatize, commercializeand communalizethe
system of education. In NEP-2020, the constitutional ethos, democratic values,
secularism,federalism and social justice have been seriously injured. Their
protestswerealsointentionally ignored. Infact NEPisbasically against the
women, thedeprived, minoritiesand marginalized section of soci etiesbecause
the whol e system has been shifted from grant to loan. Education Systemof
thenationisindeepcrisis.Beingfailedinall our previousattemptsto arouse
thedemocratic conscience ofthe Government of India, AIFUCTOwithJFME
decided to organise protestsat state levels on August 1, 2023 and Massive
Demonstrationon September 13, 2023 in Del hi. Our charter of demandsinclude
Withdraw NEP,Restore OPS, 10 percent GDPfor Education. Absorb/regul arise
theservicesadhoc/part-time/guest teachers/contractual /bl ock grant employees
andprovidethem dignified salary and security of servicelike pension, gra-
tuity. Along with theseissues, statelevel demands must be included.

AIFUCTO has called upon the teaching fraternity across the country to
come forwardto lodge our intense protest to save our public system of edu-
cationanditsdemocratic, secul ar, scientific and federal character AIFUCTO
and JFM E appeal to the Government of I ndianot toimpose commonsyllabus,
cuet, virtual university, BoG, budget cut and blended mode of |earning that
are against the common masses of the entire nation.

AIFUCT O hopesthat Central Education MinisterDharmendraPradhanwould
ask for discussion with all stakeholdersincluding AIFUCTOto save cam-
pus, save education, save nation.
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Delhi CPI on Membership Drive

Themeetingof theDelhi
statecouncil of theCommu-
nist Party of Indiaheld on
July 27,2023 hasdecided
to build a strong party as
well astoenroll moremem-
bers. The meeting held at
party’sSubzi Mandi Ghanta
Ghar officeinNorth Delhi
was presided over by
Shankarlal, secretariat
member.

State council secretary
Dinesh Varshney reported
about the activitiesof the
state party. He spoke in
detail on Delhi stateflood

relief work undertakenbythe |
party, daily programmesin |

support of wrestlersagita-
tion, ‘BJP Hatao, Desh
Bachao’ national campaign
fromApril 14April toMay
15May etc. It wasdecided
tobuildastrong party and
torenew party membership

by December 31.
Party national council

ey
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secretary Dr K Narayana
addressing the council re-
ported on the decisions of
the party national council
meetingheldfromJuly 14to

16inDelhi. Hewanted each
party member toenroll one

N

governmentisonly benefiting
thecapitalists.

Party national council
secretary Amarjeet Kaur
whilereportingontherecent
national council meetingsaid
that theparty isof theview
that theRuss a-Ukrainewar
isprovoked by NATO na-
tions. Proxy war by themis
fought against Russia. She
added the BJP government
at theCentreismaking an
excusefor thesteepest price
rise, unemployment, highest
ever fuel prices, other prob-
lemsof thepeopleby putting
the cause on the Russia-
Ukrainewar. Modi always
divertspeople’sattention
fromthecoreproblemsof the

divide. Thisthey aredoing
for 2024 Lok Sabhaelec-
tions. In the Karnataka
el ections, every section of
soci ety defeated the BJP-
RSS communalism and
jumalabazi. Manipur vio-
lenceisthebrain child of
them. M odi could speak on
Manipur only after 79 days
andthat too by divertingthe
mainissueof Manipur vio-
lence.

She said all CPI com-
rades, | eft and democratic
parties and forces should
work together sothat ‘ BJP
Hatao, DeshBachao’ goals
can beachieved.

She added that the for-

mation of 26 partiesfront
INDIA isawelcomestepto

oha? #he (Othess 5«/

Rap on theknuckles

It isamatter of shame for the Union government and several state
governments that the Supreme Court has had to remind them of
their " consistent failure” inthepast fiveyearsto act agai nst thelynching of
and mob violence against Muslims and marginalised sections by “cow
vigilantes” in particular. Following a petition by the National Federa-
tion of Indian Women highlighting thisfailure, the Court hasasked the
ministry of homeaffairs, Maharashtra, Odisha, Rgjasthan, Bihar, Madhya
Pradesh and Haryanato respond toit. In 2018, the Court, in Tehseen S
PoonawallavsUnion of India, had held that it wasthe* sacrosanct duty”
of the state to protect the lives of its citizens and that the authorities
havethe* principal obligation” to prevent “ vigilantism” of any kind...

That lynching, mob violenceand “ cow vigilantism” — an incorrect
euphemismfor criminal sengaging in wanton violence agai nst minori-
tiesfor the purported reason of transporting cattlefor slaughter or meat
— still happen sincethejudgment and little has been done by the Union
government or the statesin question, especially in north India, pointsto
the nonchalance of the governments. It does not take deductive pow-
ersto notethat theideol ogy of the Bharatiya Janata Party at the Centre
andinmany of these statesthat allowsfor the stereotyping and demonising
of the minorities has also played into this. Besides vigilantism, social
and economic boycott of the minority community have al so taken root
in states where they receive political patronage. The Courtisright in
issuing orders to agencies of the state in holding them to account for
the non-implementation of the guidelinesin the 2018 judgment. How-
ever, it requiresno lessthan concerted civil society actiontotacklethe
menaceof mob violenceand “vigilantism” by sensitising peopletowards
fraternal relationswith other communitiesand avoiding typecasting them
asthe*“other”. InTamil Nadu, for example, where, historically, secular
and rational movements were active, such incidents are rare. And if
they do occur, dominant political representativesfaceoutragefromcivil
society. Preventing atrocities of the kind that mob violence wreaks on
ordinary citizenscannot beleft tojust judicial fiat.

Courtesy: The Hindu

or moreparty members.He peoplebyraisingcommuna  savendiafrom BJP, RSS

urgedthecouncil members  issues. fascistic, communal and

tomakethestateunitandthe BJP RSSandthegovern-  jumlapolitics.

massfrontsactiveandsirong.  mentthroughUCCwantto  Sheexplainedall national

He added that the Modi  |edthenationtoacommunal  council decisionsindetail.
Campusunfreedom

Thestated vision of South Asian University (SAU) isexpansive. Lo-
catedinDelhi, itissponsored by all eight SAARC nationsto “ strengthen
regional consciousness” by providing“liberal and humane educationto
the brightest and the most dedicated students of South Asia so that a
new class of quality leadership is nurtured”. However, the “undertak-
ing” that SAU expects incoming students to sign undermines its own
promise. It also violatesthe students*” fundamental rightsto privacy and
freedom of expression and association.

The “General Declaration” asks students to promise that they will
“neither join in any agitation/ strike for the purpose of forcing the au-
thoritiesof theUniversity toresolveany problem”, nor will they participate
inany activity which hasatendency to disturb the peace and tranquility
of academic environment of the SAL campus/ or its hostel premises?

It also asksincoming studentsto declarethat they are* not suffering
from any serious/ contagious ailment and/ or any psychiatric/ psycho-
logical disorder.” SAU administration must ask itself: Can “quality
leadership” be created by muzzling students? And at atime when edu-
cational institutions across Indiaand the world aretrying to have open
conversationsabout mental health, should young adultsbeaskedto“ de-
clare” their mental health issues? Thisisviolative of theimperative of
confidentiality and privacy whenit comesto acitizen’smedical history.

SAU’sundertaking is part of adismal patternin several higher edu-
cationinstitutionsacrossthe country. Studentsareinfantilised and there
isan attempt to control and confine them instead of encouraging them
to learn about and experiment with ideas, identities, and politics. And
the university, instead of being a safe space for free speech, is seen as
abattleground. University administrations, publicor private, from JNU
toAshokaUniversity and Hyderabad Central University, among others,
appear to harbour afear of being challenged by their faculty and stu-
dents. In November last year, SAU suspended or expelled five students
and 15 faculty members for protesting fee hikes. Now, with itsrepres-
sive General Declaration, it issetting up astark choice for students: To
receive higher education, they must sacrificetheir rights. Such abinary
fliesinthefaceof constitutional values. Unlessit wantstolet down “the
brightest and most dedicated” young people it purportsto serve, SAU
must withdraw thisundertaking.

Courtesy: The Indian Express
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Hiroshima and Nagasaki wer e targets of nuclear
bombing on August6™ and 91945 respectively. On
the 78" anniversary of these tragedies, we must re-
member thedreadful effectsof theincidentsthat wiped
out two cities, killed over 2 lakh people, and left
mankind to suffer from the effects of radiation for
several decadesto come. Thosewho survived envied
the dead. They suffered both physical and mental
trauma. It washorrifying to watch theimages of the
effectsof theatomicbombing duringmy personal visit
to the Peace Museum in Hiroshima.

Second World War had
amostendedanditwasim-
minent that Japanwoul d not
beableto sustainfor more
thanafewweeks. Therewas
nojustificationforusingsuch
weaponsof massdestruc-
tion. ButtheUSwantedto
assertitsimperial power.A
secret Manhattan project
was launched to make a
powerful weapon.

Modernscienceby then
had givenampleknowledge
about theenergy produced
asaresultof nuclear fission
reactions. On July 16,
1945, thefirst atomicbomb
exploded at theTrinity test
sitein the desert of New
Mexico. Robert Julio
Oppenheimerwasthephysi-
cist behind this nuclear
explosion. Theexplosion
resultedinanunprecedented
rel easeof energy - equiva-
lentto 20,000tonsof TNT
explodinginlessthan 10
seconds. Eventhoughthe
bombwasdetonated from
thetop of a30-meter steel
tower, the blast created a
crater over 2 metersdeep

and 40 meters wide. All 8

aroundthecrater, theground

wascoveredwithamaterial K

never seen before.

Theimpact wasbeyond
theassumptionof thehuman
mind. Oppenheimer devel -
opedthebomb, butitsfurther
usewasnot under hisdeci-
sion-making. He was a
scientist, who had no con-
trol over theapplication of
the bomb. Asshownina
recentfilmonhim, helater
remarkedthat theexplosion
brought to hismindwords
fromareligiousscripture
saying, “Now | have be-

comeDeath, thedestroyer
of worlds’. Thisisalesson
for thescientiststhat they
shouldnot ventureintosuch

things which could have
harmful applications.

It had become clear
that thisweapon of massde-
structionwould add tothe
armsrace. A new study on
theradiationimpact of the
firstnuclear explosion, says
thattheradiationreached 46
states, Canada, and M exico
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It is Imperative to
Abolish Nuke Weapons

now much moreinformed
about thetwinexistential
threat duetoclimatechange
and nuclear weapons. A
landmark report, Nuclear
Famine(2022), publishedby
International Physiciansfor
the Prevention of Nuclear
War (IPPNW) summarizes

the latest scientific work
whichshowsthat aso-called
“limited” or “regional”
nuclear war would benei-
therlimitednorregional. ‘A
war that detonated | essthan
1/20thof theworld snuclear
weapons, wouldstill crash
theclimate, theglobal food
supply chains, and likely
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within10daysof detonation.
At present, we have 9
nuclear weapons possess-
ing countries. There are
several morecountriesthat
havethepotential todevelop
suchadevice. Thetotal num-
ber of nuclear warheads
presentonEarthisestimated
to be 13000.

Theworldishowever

publicorder.

Faminesandunrestwould
Kill hundredsof millions,
perhapsevenhillions.Using
lessthanthreepercent of the
world’snuclear weapons, a
nuclear war betweenIndia
andPakistancouldkill upto
every thirdpersononEarth,
with average global tem-
peraturesdropping about

Dr Arun Mitra

1.3degreesCelsius.Afull-
scalenuclear war between
theUnited Statesand Rus-
siawouldkill anestimated
fivebillionpeopleworldwide
withintwoyears. Thiscould

beanendtothemoderncivi-
lization built through
thousandsof yearsof human
labour.

Thefindingscomeat a
timeof greatly heightened
tensions among nuclear
satesandamidwarningsthat
wearecloser tonuclear war
thanwehaveeverbeen. The
threat hasincreased mani-
fold after the war began
between Russia and
Ukraine. TheUS& NATO's
explicitinvolvement shows
their designstoincreasetheir
areaof influence. Infact,
after thedissolution of the
Warsaw Pact, thedissolu-
tionof NATOinasimilar
manner would havehel ped
strengthen global peace.

Therearesevera move-
ments around the globe
workingat theinternational
level aswdl asnationd level.
Medical professionalshave
united under thebanner of
IPPNW toinformtheworld
about thehealthimpactsof
nuclear weapons. Thelnter-
national Campaign to

Abolish Nuclear Weapons
(ICAN) with 650 partner
organizationsareworking
forlobbyingand advocacy.
Infact, itwastheir intense
work that |ed tothepassing
of theTreaty onthe Prohi-
bition of Nuclear Weapons
(TPNW) by theUN Generd
Assembly in July
2017. World PeaceCoun-
cil and Pugwash are also
working onthis. Interna-
tional  Anti-Nuclear
Movement “Nevada-
Semey” ishighlightingjointly
theimpact of nuclear deto-
nations with the aim to
promotetherapprochement
of cultures, the practical
implementation of ideasof
peace, andtheemergenceof
global consciousnessunder
the leadership of
SuleimenovOlzhas.

Itistimethat mankind
must unite to not let the
events take shape into a
catastrophe. That nuclear
weaponsserveasdeterrent
isamyth that needsto be
broken. Evenif thecountries
decide not to use these
weapons, any technology
issue could play havoc.
Moreover, theexpenditure
ontheir production, putting
themonaertandtheir main-
tenance is costing our
resourceswhichcouldhave
otherwise been used for
health, education, and other
social needs

All these movements
have onecommongoal, to
make the world free of
nuclear weapons. The
TPNW isthe hopewhich
should befulfilled collec-
tively. Indiahasbeen the
harbinger of the peace
movement under thebanner
of theNon-Aligned Move-
ment(NAM).Wemustagain
risetoour historical rolein
bringingpeaceandharmony.
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No Conclusive Data on Arrests for Spying

Reacting to minister of
state for home affairs
NityanandRai’swrittenre-
ply, CPI national council
secretary BinoyViswvamMP
said that despitethe coun-
try witnessing an
unprecedented number of
people being accused of
spying and espionage by
I ndian security agencies, the
home ministry hasno con-
clusivedataonthesubject.
Several casesof espionage
werereportedinthemedia

recentlyimplicatingofficials
inhigh positions. Many ac-
tivistswerealso allegedly
targeted under the Official
SecretsActfor asking dif-
ficult questions to the
government.

Inreply tothequestion
raisedby BinoyViswam, the
minister saidinawrittenreply
that out of the 136 people
arrested under the Official
SecretsActduringthethree-
year period between 2019
and 2021, only two persons

have been convicted. The

convictionratefor Official
SecretsAct during2019-21
ismerely one per cent. For
agovernment that leavesno
opportunity inthumpingits
chestonnational security, the
extremely low number of
convictionsexposesthere-
ality behind the
government’sloudrhetoric.
Thereply alsosaidthat 155
cases have been pending
trial, asthenumber of cases
pendingtrial hasbeenona

consistent risesince2019.
Whilethequestionposed

by BinoyViswamwasabout
casesregisteredand arrests
made by central investiga-
tiveagencies, theminister
madeno mention of it and
provideddataavailablewith
theNational CrimeRecords
Bureau (NCRB). Themin-
istry alsokept silentonthe
query about the longest
pendingtrial for espionage
under the Official Secrets
Act.

“Thereality isthat the
government’s record on

national security is ex-
ecrable. Several cases of
espionage, honey trap, and
compromisedofficialshave
cometolight but noactions
arecarried out. Lawscon-
cerningnational security are
being squandered to
antagonizeactivigts. Thetruth
isout in courtswhere the
government couldget acon-
victioninonly oneper cent

of the total cases.”
BinoyViswamsaid.

CPI Storms Manipur Legislative Assembly

Joy Kumar

Communist Party of In-
dia (CPIl) Manipur state
council organizedamassive
raly atImphal near thestate
legislative assembly gate
demandingthecommence-
ment oftheassembly session
for discussingandresolving
theManipur crisisimmedi-
ately.

Theprotestinwhichhun-
dreds of peopletook part
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washeldnear thelegidative |

assembly.Alsoademonstra-
tionwasheld near the bust
of JananetaHijamlrawat,the

foundingleader of partyin 3

Manipur at
Lilasingk hongnangkhong,
Thangmeiband on M anipur
Day, July 25, 2023. Many
comrades staged a sit-in-
protest at YumjaoL airembi
community hall. Speakingon
thesidelines, CPI statecoun-
cil secretary
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L eishangthemThoirenin-
formed that theprevailing
situation in Manipur was
deliberatedindetail during
the CPI national council
meeting heldinDelhi from
July 14t016.Adecisonwas
al sotaken during the meet-
ingtocarry outthesolidarity
day on July 25for theres-
torationof peaceinManipur.
Hethensaidthat convening
theassembly couldhelpin
solvingtheissueand urged
thegovernmenttotakereg-
uisitestepsinthisregard.
CPI state council assis-
tant  secretary M.
JoykumarL uwangsaid that
theManipur Solidarity Day

ol oveisLockang
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wasobserved by the party
invariousstatesacrossthe
country, including at
Guwahati Rajgar Road,
Silchar, Bhubaneshwar,
Odissa, and in other state
capitalsand district head-
quarters.

CPI Manipur statecoun-
cil is planning for strong
protestsagainst thedoubl e-
engineBJPgovernmentsfor
their deliberate
inactioninsolvingthecrisis
and ethnicviolenceoccur-
ring in the state for three
months.More than 150
people were killed, 500
wereinjured, 4000 houses
were burned down and

B 07-2023
NCIL/COMMUN!ST

nearly 60,000 people be-
came homelessduetothe
violence. Former Secretary
L. Sotin Kumar and many
otherleaderswerepresentin
thedemonstration.

Thepoliceusedtear gas
and other repressive mea-
suresagainsttherallies. In
many instances CPl com-
radesconfronted policeand
therewereissuesof physi-
cal violencefromthesideof
thepolice. Theeffortsof the
policeto suppressthedem-
onstrationswentinvainin
front of thestrongresistance
fromthesideof party cad-
res.
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DU NewWorkload NormstoHit
SC, ST Studentsthe M ost

The newly released
workload normsby Del hi
University have triggered
concernsover “dilution” in
thequdity of educationimperted
to students, asthe crumbling
infrastructure doesnot have
the capacity to bear
the increased |oad, accord-
ingtoteachers.

According to
the notificationreleased by
University of Delhi, thenew
classroom sizefor under-
graduate courses shall
consist of 60
students, and 20
students eachfor tutorials
and practical, respectively.

For post-graduate
courses, 50 students can
attend the lectures while
minimum 20 students areto
beallowed for practical and
tutorials. The General Elec-
tive Courses, Skill
Enhancement Courseand
ValueAddition coursescan
betaught togroupsof 20to
60students. Thenotification
further added that inunder-
graduatecourses, minimum
studentsfor any courseshall
be20. Incase, adequatestu-
dents are not
available, the cluster of col-
leges shall be used
for the teaching and learning
process.

Cluster collegesarethose
centreswherestudentscan
study their optionsif their
choiceisnotavailableintheir
owninstitutions.

However, the new re-
gime has been heavily
criticised by studentsbod-
ies, too, whoallegedthat it
will unnecessarily increase
thetravel time.

The new workload
normshavecomeunder fire
fromteacherswho saidthat
students from Schedul ed
Castes, Scheduled
Tribes (SC/ST) and other

marginalised communities
will  suffer the most
and the chances
of them dropping out are
likely tofurther increase.

So far teachers could
take careof studentsfrom
marginalised communities
because the tutorial class
sizewaslimitedto 10 stu-
dents.

Thestudentswouldgoto
teacherswith specificques-
tionsandthey couldaddress
them. How are

teacherssupposed to
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give them time
when the university is
prescribing aminimumclass
sizefor tutorial and practi-
cal t020. Thestudentswho
couldthink of better lives
after formal education in
collegeswill feel betrayed.

The students teacher
ratio that wasearlier pre-
scribed by former education
policiesat 1:18 hasbeenre-
vised at 1:30 under the
New Education Policy
(NEP). Furthertheclasssize
of honours courses has
changedfrom40in choice-
based credit systemto60in
Undergraduate Curriculum
Framework inNEP.

Changes have taken
placewithout any academic
debateor discussionandare
being imposed by
the university administration
with scant regard for any
academicmerit. Moreover

they arebeing donethrough
notificationsby theRegistrar
instead of being approved
by the relevant statutory
bodies, e, theAcademicand
theExecutive Council.

The University Grants
Commission has neither al-
located funds nor new
teachers for
EWS (economically weaker
sections) quotaimplemen-
tation. In this situation,
swollen classes will be a
matter of concern.

Many collegeswherestu-

dentscannot takepractical
andtutorialsinonego.Ad-
ditionally, what skillscanbe
imparted if the SEC and
VA C papers, whicharelab
andtutorial-oriented, are to
be taught to a class of 60
students.

Thenumber of teachers
who would havecomeun-
der EWS expansion

has simply gone. Thestu-
dentsstudyingtheir masters
and PhD in DU and other
central universitieswill sim-
ply have very few
opportunitiesto pursuetheir
careersand headto private
universitiesunfortunately.

Condemnation for the
new norms also pouredin.
Thenotificationfor class/
tutorial/practical batch
size wasa steptowardru-
ining the academic and
teachinglearning processin
university. Indirectly and

slowly, the university is
movingtowardonlinemode
of teaching. Thisis a clear
reflection of lessfunding
by the Central government
and in conjunction with
policy of NEP 2020.

Ontheone hand, NEP
provides diversity inpaper
selection/choicebut at the
sametime it has restricted
the choice. For instance,
if the students’ strengthis
lessthan20inacourse, then
they will visitcluster centres,
andthiswill directly fluctu-
ate the workload of any
departmentinacollege.

Thereal impact of these
changes would beon col-
legeslocatedinfar-flung
places. It may beeasier for
studentstocommutewithin
North and South Campuses
because they are closely
located. Arethepolicy mak-
ers aware that students
already travel upto20km
to pursue their studies
and their hopesfor educa-
tion would simply be hit
whenthey aretoldtositin
overcrowded lecturesand
tutorials.

The NRF Bill isa
threat to publicly
funded science

The NRF Bill, 2023
seekstoreplacethepublicly
funded mechanism of re-
search support to the
scientificcommunity through
theScienceand Engineering
Board Act, 2008 with a
mechani sm expectedto be
largely directed by thefunds
availablethroughcorporate
sector and philanthropic
foundations.

TheNational Research
Foundation (NRF) Bill,
2023 hasbeen approved by
theCabinet for introduction
inthemonsoonsessionof the
Parliament. It has been
largely welcomewith some
critical comments also
emergingfromtheresearch
community. Thearchitects
of theNRFBIll haveclaimed
that the NRF emulatesthe

STUDY &

STRUGGLE

model of National Science
Foundation of United States.
Although anin-depth scru-
tiny of theNRF Bill 2023will
havetowait, whatiscertain
isthat the proposed model
of NRF doesnot addressthe
challengesfaced by theln-
dianscientificcommunity. In
fact, thisBill hasadesign
whichispotentially capable
of making thefutureof In-
dian science and higher
educationonly morevulner-
ableandwill dllowtheforeign
donors, corporate philan-
thropistsand domestic big
businessto capturethere-
searchdirections.

NRF-funded research
will be opening new doors
for corporatesto establish
merchants of doubt to
delegitimisepublicly funded
science. The corporates
wouldleveragetheNRFto
become the guardians of
reason. The NRF projects
will offer legitimacy tothe
evidence building for the
creationof marketsfor their
bravetechnological solu-
tions to the problems of
Indian poverty and
sustainability. TheNRFBill,
2023 seeksto replace the
publicly funded mechanism
of research support to the
scientificcommunity through
the Scienceand Engineering
Board (SERB) Act, 2008
withamechanismexpected
tobelargely directed by the
fundsavailablethrough cor-
porate sector and
philanthropicfoundations.
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Kamala Mukherjee: From Jugantar to CPI

Kamala Mukherjee (Chatterjee) was
born on May 24, 1913 in a village of
Howrah district, thethen undivided Ben-
gal. Her father ShPramathnath Chatterjee
wasa follower of ShivnathShastri, a pro-
tagonist of BrahmoSamaj. He was also
sympathetic to the revolutionary move-
ment. That was the time of Bengal
Partition (1905-11).

Her father worked asaforest officer, was
sackedandthenjoined asaPhysical Instruc-
torinBrahmo BoysSchool. Hewasarrested
several timesfor revolutionary activities.
Hewasin prison when Kamalawasborn.
When shewasjust 3monthsold, hefledto
Germany andjoined MN Roy. Hediedthere
in1917.

Kamala was the youngest among two
sistersand abrother. The family was|eft
shelter-lessafter father | eft for abroad. So,
somerevolutionary sympathiserssupported
them. Kamala smother took up ateaching
jobinaschool inMymensingh, bringing up
her three children. Her father had left a
diary, whichdescribed variousplacesinin-
dia. He liked Rajasthan very much, and
wishedinthediary that hischildrenshould
visit Rgjasthan. Therefore, oneof thebroth-
ersof Kamalaleft for that areaat an early
age.

They lived near Damodarriver, whichgot
flooded every year. In 1916 alsothefloods
cameintheriver.They weresurrounded by
water and somehow they managedtogoto
thethird story of ahouse, and were saved.
They were trapped there for along time.
Relief workers rescued them. A woman
relief worker, herself aBrahmo, took pity
onthemandtook themto Mymensinghin
1917. Kamala smother took up theteach-
ingjob hereinaschool.

Mahargjaof Mymensinghwasapatriotic
person. Lot of social and educational re-
formswerecarried outinthedistrict. There
were several schools, hospitals, and col-
legesthat he hel ped to open.

Kamala was  educated in
MymensinghVidyamayee School, received
scholarship, and continued her education
up to college level. They wore coarse
clothes. Mymensinghwasahotbed of revo-
lutionary activities. She cameto know of
Sister Nivedita, Aurobindo and BaghaJatin,
who all visited the place. Famousrevolu-
tionary SurendraM ohan Ghosh becameher
leader.
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Kamala sbrother Amarendu Chatterjee
went to Rajasthan first, as per the wishes
of their father as expressed in his diary,
whichheread only in 1919. Hecameback
andj oi ned the non-cooperation movement.
Hestudiedin City School started by Anand
MohanandthenintheNational School. He
wasseverely beaten by thePoliceduringthe
movement. He shunned all the luxuries of
life, and quietly left the family. He died
when 16 yearsold.

Her elder sister Tapasi Chatterjeewasa
brilliant student, imbued with patriotism.

4

Shewas more attracted to the philosophy
of Swami Vivekanand.
‘Simon Commission, Go Back!”

‘SimonCommission, GoBack!” agitation
engulfed Calcuttain1928. Kamala's sis-
ter wrote back from Calcutta not to keep
quiet. So, Kamalaand her friendsdecided
togoonstrike. Thegirlsinthehostel and
othersorganizedit, 75inall. Kamalawas
in Class Ten. Theschool principal threat-
ened rustication, displaying government
orders. All thiswent for several days, and
nobody except two or three surrendered.
After sometimetherustication waswith-
drawnandthestruggleendedinvictory. It
washer first victory, and shewasvery much
encouraged by it.

Someof theteacherswerevery patriotic.
Encouraged by them, theGirls’ Guide Or-
ganization never sangtheanthem* God Save
theKing'. Instead they sang‘ God Kill the
King'!

Kamalajoinedthe Scottish Church Col-
legein Calcuttaafter passing her Matricin

1929. It wasaco-educational college, which
broadened her vision.

In revolutionary movement

Kamala joined the civil disobedience
movement in 1930. She recruited almost
all the girlsin her college as volunteers.
They soldtheillegal salt also. Sheand other
girlsrecruited almost everybody, all girls.
Jugantar |eaderscamefrom Mymensingh,
and Kamaladid lot of work for them. SM
Ghoshwasamong thetop Jugantar |eaders.
Hewasalso the secretary of Bengal Con-
gress. She also worked actively for the
Congress. They visited every house and
propagated khadi, and hel ped thoseinjured
in police atrocities.

S0, sheworked both openly aswell asun-
derground.

I nthe meantime, she got introduced to
K alpanaDutt, SuhasiniGanguli and other
revolutionaries. PritilataWaddedar wasin
the same college, ayear senior and resid-
inginthe samehostel. They and Bethune
College girls were very active in bomb-
making and other activities. Kalpanaand
Pritilatacarriedingredientsof abombfrom
the college.

All thesegirlsincluding Kamalaworked
practically 24 hours. They were greatly
influenced by thelrishrevolution, theSinn
FeinMovement, Swami Vivekanand' sworks,
Bankim Chatterjee, Dan Breen, Mazzini,
Garibaldi, and alsothe Russianrevolution.

Kalpanawrote to her colleagues from
Chittagong in 1930 to procure chemicals
to makebombs. They also plannedtores-
cuethe prisonersof Chittagong Armoury
Raidfromthejail. But the plan got leaked
inthecourseof thepreparations, andthere
werearrestsall over Bengal.

Murder of Comilla magistrate

TheComillamagistratewasmurderedin
December 1931 by Shanti and Suniti. Itwas
Shanti who shot him. Kamalawasarrested
alongwithsix others: Indumati Singh, Leela
Nag, SuhasiniGanguly and 3 others. They
werefirst put in Suri Jail, and six months
later wereshifted toHijli Jail. Thenumber
of women prisonersroseto from 7 to 23.
Suhasini wasbeatenupandevengivenelec-
tric shocks in the Chandernagore PS.
Kamal a, though not harassed physically, was
troubledinvariousother ways.

When Gandhiji cametovisit theprison-
ers, it was KalpanaDutt, who met him on
behalf of them.
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Joining CPI

In Hijli Jail, Kamala came to know
AshalataSenand MatanginiHgjra. After their
rel ease, many membersof the Jugantar Party
joinedthe CPI. Kamalajoinedin 1938 af -
ter LatikaSen joined the party; she had to
waitonefull year, asparty membershipwas
not easy those days.

Both Jugantar and Anushilan partiesal so
collaborated withthe Burmese Communist
Party. Itsleader Aung San cameto attend
the Ramgarh Congress session, 1940. He
met many Congressand Communist | ead-
ers. Subhash ChandraBose and Aung San
wereclosefriends. Later, theBritishhanded
over power tohim. Kamalawatchedall these
eventswith great interest and learned much.

Kamalawascritical of the Stalin-Hitler
Pact of August 1939, and al sotheway the
policy of the People sWar was practi ced.
Thisledtocertainisolationfromthepeople.
She felt that the party should have laid
greater emphasisonthenational sideof the
questionduringthe WW I1.

Sheopinedthat if theNational Congress
had permitted the coalition with
FazlulHaque' sKrishakPragjaParty, Muslim
L eaguecould havebeenkept at bay, land dis-
tribution could havetaken place and many
communal troubles could have been
avoided. Therewasaclassangletooinall
theseevents, shethought.

M ahilaAtma-Raksha
Samiti (MARS)

Kamalaparticipated inthefounding of
MahilaSangh of the Congress, along with
LeelaRoy, BinaDas, KamalaDasguptaand
others. Thiswasthefirst attempt at build-
ingaunitedwomen’sorganizationinBengal.
Itbegantopublishajournal called* Mandira,
with KamalaChatterjeeasitseditor. L ater,
she left the post as anti-Communist feel -
ingsbegantorise.

She also took part in the street-corner
meetingsin Calcutta.

Kamalawas arrested at the start of the
1942 movement. After her rel ease, shetook
part in the formation of
M ahilaAtmaRakshaSamiti(MARS) or
Women’s Self-protection Society or
League. InApril 1942, someof theactive
women cametogether. Among themwere:
RenuChakravartty, Ela Reid,
ManikuntalaSen and KamalaChatterjee. It
wasdecidedtoorganize MARS. It started
functioning fromthehouseof ElaReid. It
wasthetimethat WWomen’ sEmergency Vol -
unteers was also formed with Pamela
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Bankart assecretary; thetwo organi zations
worked together. Infact, The MARS was
foundedonMay 7-8,1943. It becamevery
popular, and did ot of work for the protec-
tion of women duringthe WW I1.

Chittagong and other places were
bombed by the Japanese, and still otherswere
indanger. The MARS and othersworked
hard to organize squadsfor arms, defense,
food, relief etc. A large number of
‘baithaks’ (small meetings) wereorganized.
It soon becameabig organization of 22000
members.

Kamalabecame part of therelief kitch-
ens for the famine-stricken people,
particularly thewomenin Cal cutta. Kamala,
alongwith SitaChaudhary, Brahmakumari
Roy and othersbeganto build ashelter home
for thedestitutewomen. Out of thiseffort
emerged Nari SevaSangh, which continued
to exist asarehabilitation centre.

The second conference of MARS was
held in Barisal in May 1944. Kamala
Chatterjee placed the report of All India
MARS.

Marriage

Kamalagot marriedto DrNirad Prasad
Mukherjee in 1944. He was secretary to
MaulanaA zad. Hewasdismissed duringthe
‘BTRPeriod . Theday after their marriage,
Kamalagaveaway all her ornamentstothe
Communist Party.

TheMARSwasbannedin 1949. Many
women|eaderswent underground. Kamala
wasarrested. Shewasin prisonfor almost
3 years, along with her 4-year old son
Abhijit. Bani Dasguptaand many otherstoo
werethere. Kamaladid not agreewiththe
BTRLine. Shesaid, theparty sufferedmuch.

Foundation of NFIW

Earlier, theAll IndiaWomen’sConfer-
ence or the AIWC was the largest joint
organization of women. Communistsand
other trendsworked withinit, particularly
before the freedom of the country. There
weremany joint actions. For example, on
thequestion of Hindu CodeBill, anational

campaign was launched in early 1940s.
Under pressure, aCommitteeheaded by BN
Rau toured the country extensively and
suggested many progressivesteps. It made
itsrecommendationsin 1943. Itsdraft Code
was widely supported by the MARS and
other women’sorganizations. Thousandsof
signatureswere collected.

Gradually however, political differences
grew withintheAIWC. After independence,
it moved closer tothegovernment. Toiling
Women's Convention took placein 1948
in Calcutta. Anall Indiameeting of Women
Communistsin 1952 underlined the need
toform anew women’sorgani zation.

In all this process Kamala Mukherjee
(Chatterjee) played animportant role. On
June4, 1954, 600 womenfrom 39women’s
organizationsgatheredin CalcuttaUniver-
sity Hall to discusstheissue. A reception
committeehad already beenformed. It was
at thisconferencethat the National Federa-
tion of Indian Women (NFIW) wasfounded.
KamalaM ukherjeewasamongthefounders
of theNFIW. Sheparticipatedinthedraft-
ing of its Constitution.

TheWest Bengal M ahilaSamiti got split
in1970. A sectionwent away withthe CPM -
ledwomen'’ sorgani zation. Kamalaremained
withthe parent organization, and worked to
strengthenit. MahilaSamiti brought out a
journal titled‘ ChalarPathe’. Itseditor was
Kamala Mukherjee. She was also in the
forefront of all the major strugglesfought
by women.

Shewaslater associated with many so-
cial organizations. Shedidnot alwaysagree
and reconcile with party’s policies and
methods of functioning.

Sheal so became passi onate about moun-
taineering andtravelled extensively inthe
Himalayas. Sheworkedtill theend of her
lifeinthe NFIW.

KamalaM ukherjee (Chatterjee) passed
away onMay 1, 2005.
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Fill Up Vacancies in Bank Branches: AIBEA

The following is the
text of the letter written
by AIBEA general secre-
tary C H Venkatachalam
to Union finance minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman
urging her tourgentlyfill
up vacanciesin banks:

You arewell awarethat
banksingeneral and Public
Sector Banksin particular
areplayingapivotal rolein
broad-based economic de-
velopment of our country in
multipleand varied ways.
Banksarea soservingmore
than 100 croresof custom-
ers. Especially after
nationalisation of banks,
these banks have trans-
formed phenomenally
through proliferation of
branches throughout the
country includinginvery
remoterural areasand hith-
ertounbanked villagesand
inreaching themassesand
common people. In
mobilisingtheprecioussav-
ings of the people and
extendingcredittotheneedy
segments, thesebankshave

performed an exceptional
rolewith utmost social ori-
entation.

All thesepatrioticrolesto
subservenational objectives
havebeenundertaken by the
banksonly because of the
dedicated customer services
being rendered by theem-
ployees of these banks.
Giventhetypeandrangeof
clientele served by the
banks, provisionof adequate
number of staff in the
branchesiscritica andcrucia
fortheeffectiveand satisfac-
tory servicestoberendered
tothebankingpublicatlarge.

We are conscious that
over theyears, alternative
delivery channels have
evolvedincludingtechnol-
ogy based and digitalised
banking transactions. But
thesearemoresupplemen-
tal innatureandtheneedfor
adequate manpower inthe
banks cannot be under-
mined or dented.

When everyone— gov-
ernment, RBI, bank
managements, banking pub-

lic— expectsand demands
best customer services, we
find that dueto acute short-
ageof staff inthebranches
and non-provision of ad-
equate staff, existing
employees are unable to
copeupandinvariably the
quality of customer service
suffers. The only way to
ensurebest customer service
istoprovideneeded staff in
thebranches.

Butweobservethatinthe
recentyears, thereisadis-
turbingtrendinthebanksin
asmuch asthat theintakeof
clerical staff by thebanks
havedrastically comedown.
Year after year, bankshave
reducedthenumber of cleri-
cal staff toberecruited and
lesser andlesser Indentsare
placed withthelnstitute of
Banking Personnel Selec-
tion. Some of thebanksdo
not placeany Indent at all.
To quote the current ex-
ample, only fivebankshave
placed their Indent with
IBPS for recruitment of
4,045 clerical staff for the
year 2024-25. Remaining

publicsector bankshavenot
placed any Indent at all.
Consequently thenumber of
staff in the branches has
come down considerably
resultinginundueworkload
onthestaff.

Inadditiontoreduction
innumber of clerical staff due
tolack of adequaterecruit-
ments, we observethat the
bankshavenot beenfilling
up thevacanciesof subor-
dinate staff and part-time
house-keeping staff/ saf ai
karmachari employees.
Thesesegmentsof employ-
ees are equally vital and
important part of theman-
power in the banks in
extending proper customer
services. Satisfactory cus-
tomer servicesand proper
functioning of the bank
branchesisincompletewith-
out them. But banks have
been extremely parsimoni-
ous and miserly in
recruitment of subordinate
staff and part time staff.
Without exaggeration we
can state that banks are
deliberately avoiding re-

cruitment of thesecategories
of staff.

Toadd sattothewound,
wereliably learnthat some
instructionshavebeengiven
by theministry of finance,
government of Indiatothe
banks not to fill up these
poststhrough regular em-
ployment of permanent staff,
particularly the part time
employeesand house-keep-
ing staff. Onthispremises,
bank managementsarenot
willingtorecruit staff tofill
upthesevacancies.

Inview of this, banksare
engaging staff ontemporary,
casual and ad hoc basis
whichinduecoursewould
entanglethebanksintoalot
of litigationsandlegal com-
plications.

Hence, intheinterest of
thebanks, theseinstructions
nottofill upthesevacancies
throughregular recruitment
need to bewithdrawn. We
request youinterveneinthe
matter and advicethebanks
suitably to provideadequate
staff inthebank branches.

India’sM anufacturing Sector Activity Fallsfor 2" Month

Manufacturing sector
activitiesinIndiamoderated
for the second straight
month in July as rates of
expansioninoutput and new
orders eased slightly, a
monthly survey saidonAu-
gust 1,2023. Theseasonally
adjusted S& P Global India
Manufacturing Purchasing
Managers’ Index (PMI)
easedto 57.7inJuly from
57.8inJune. Despitethefall,
theIndian manufacturing
sector maintained strong
growthmomentumatthestart
of the third quarter amid
ongoing buoyant demand,
thesurvey said.

The July PMI data
pointed to animprovement
inoverall operating condi-
tions for the 25" straight
month. InPMI parlance, a
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print above 50 means ex-
pansionwhileascorebel ow
50 indicates contraction.
“Thelndianmanufacturing
sector showed littlesign of
losinggrowthmomentumin
July asproductionlinescon-
tinued to motor ontheback
of strongnew order growth,”
saidAndrew Harker, Eco-
nomics Director at S& P
Global Market Intelligence.

Rates of expansion in
output and new orderswere
only marginally softer than
inJune, withfirmsexpand-
ingtheir employment and
purchasing activity accord-
ingly, the survey said.
“Pressurecontinuedtocome
oncapacity, promptingfirms
to expand employment sol -
idlyagain,atrendthatislikely
to continuein the months

ahead should demand re-
mainstrong,” Harker said.

Harker addedthat“allin
all, thelndian manufactur-
ing sector hasmaintainedits
position asone of the star
performersglobally, buck-
ing the trend of demand
weaknessseeninother parts
of theworld.” Accordingto
the survey, reports of de-
mand improvementswere
widespread andresultedin
another marked expansion
of new ordersinthesector.
Growthinnew export busi-
nesspicked uptothefastest
sincelast November.

Respondents noted in-
creaseinnew ordersfrom
customers in the US and
neighbouring countriessuch
asBangladeshand Nepal, it
said. Firms responded to

greater workloads by tak-
ingonextrastaff. Thesolid
pace of job creation was
broadly inlinewith those
seeninMay and June. Onthe
inflationfront, costinflation-
ary pressures remained
relatively muted.

Therateof input costin-
flation accelerated to a
nine-monthhighinJuly. Pan-
elistsreported higher costs
for raw materias,inparticu-
lar cotton. These higher
pricesfor raw materids, plus
risinglabour costs, ledfirms
to increase their selling
prices, thesurvey said, add-
ingthat therateof inflation
was solid, but eased to a
three-monthlow.

Firmsgenerally expect
demandtoremainelevated
over thecomingyear, sup-

porting projections for
growthof production.” Con-
fidencewasslightly lower
than that seenin June, but
remained abovetheseries
average. Around 32 per cent
of respondentspredicteda
riseinoutput, withjusttwo
per cent pessimistic,” the
survey said.

The S&P Global India
Manufacturing PM I iscom-
piled by S& P Global from
responsestoquestionnaires
sent to purchasing manag-
ersinapanel of around 400
manufacturers. Thepanel is
stratified by detailed sector
and company workforce
Size, based oncontributions
to GDP. Data collection
beganinMarch 2005.
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Theshattering of the M SM E sector which was
caused dueto Demonetization in 2016 continues
despitethe proclaimed packagesand claims. The
demolishing of the M SME sector wasfurther ex-
acerbated by the GST reforms of 2017 and the
unscientific, unpreparedlockdown in 2020. Thou-
sands of MSMEs were forced to shut down,
rendering most of themunviable, and most arestill
strugglingtosurvive. Lakhsof jobsweredestroyed,
andtheeraof joblessnessthat began in 2016 con-
tinueswith recordunemploymentratesthat reached

8.4 percentin July 2023.

TheMSME sectorinIn-
diahasbeenacritical sector
of thelndian economy, but
it hasundergonean unprec-
edentedlevel of apathy from
thegovernment under M odi
since2014. Themost shock-
ingfactisthat after the 73
round survey conducted by
NSS on MSME, the gov-
ernment hasnot collected
any data about the sector.
Theuniongovernment still
reliesontheolder datafor
thepresent scenario assess-
ments.

There were about 6.33
croreM SMEsinthecoun-
tryin2015-16, butasonJuly
26,2023, atotal of only 2.09
croreMSMEswereregis-
tered on Udyam Portal
whichincluded UdyamAs-
sist Platform (UAP). Out of
them, 2.02 crorearemicro,
5.6 lakhs are small, and
52,821 aremedium enter-
prises. They all together
haveemployed 12.57 crore
people. Thereisnoofficial
answer tothequestionabout
the disappearance of the
4.24croreMSMEs.

Analyzingtheemploy-
mentfigures, therewasonly
about 1.27 croreadditionin
theM SM E sector inthelast
eight years since 2015,
which is a pittance com-
paredtothe2-crorepeople
entering every year inthe
Indian job market. Since
government support are
available chiefly to the
MSMEsonrecord, itcanbe
concluded that over 4.24
croreM SMEsareeither no
more extant or haveno ac-

cess to the government’s
variousmeasuresto support
the sector, such asprovid-
ing collateral-free loans,
creditguarantees, subsidies,
tax relief, moratoriums, and
incentive. Asper the2015-
16 data, there were 6.30
croremicro, 3.311akhsmall,
and 5thousand mediumen-

MSME SECTOR IN |

terprisesinthecountry, but
now the registered enter-
prisesinthesecategoriesare
2.02crore, 5.6 lakh small,
and 52,821 respectively.
Thisdatareveal sthat about
4.28croremicroenterprises
just vanished.

Thealteration made by
thegovernmentindefining
MSMEsisthetacticthat has
helpedtheminmaskingthe
crisis. Theuniongovernment
increased thevolumeof in-
vestmentsthat canbemade
intotheenterprises. Dueto
this, eventhebigcompanies
wereaccommodatedtothe
list of medium-sized enter-
prises. Thisin terms of
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MSME Sector Trails
Despite Tall Claims

statisticsshowedaswelling
inthenumber of mediumen-
terprises and the big
companies extracted the
government packagesand
assistanceprovidedto me-
dium enterprises. The
changeddefinitionalsoin-
cluded businesses into
enterprise categories of
MSMEs only to increase
their number since most of
them had already vanished
by 2020. Thus, thereal ben-
eficiaries were pushed
beneaththemargins.

L et ustaketheexample

of theMudraloan, whichis
intendedtobegiventomi-
cro-enterprises. The
Pradhan Mantri Mudra
Yojana (PMMY) was
launchedon April 8, 2015,
for providing loans up to
Rs10lakhtonon-corporate,
non-farm small and micro
enterprises. Sinceitslaunch,
only about 24 lakh crore
loansweregiven. Loansup
toRs50,000, 51akh, and 10
lakh were categorized as
Shishu, Kishore, and Tarun
respectively. These were
announced collateral free.
However, theminimumin-
terest rateswerecharged up
to 12 percent per annum, a
processing fee of 0.5 per-

Dr Gyan Pathak

centonTarunloans, and GST
wasalso charged.

Altogether, it was too
costly for the poor bor-
rower. Inpractice, thereis
a much worse condition.
Officialsweregivenafree
hand on charging interest
rateswhichvaried accord-
ingtoborrowerswhichgave
riseto corruption. Borrow-
erswereevenenforcedto
give bank charges which

[ —)
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they wereinformedthat it
wouldgotothegovernment.

Modi government has
launched numerous pro-
gramstohelpM SMEsinthe
country but all of themonly
havepropagandavalueand
arecontributingonly alittle
ontheground. TheFinan-
cial Stability Report of RBI
releasedin June2023 says
that credit to the MSME
sector grew intherange of
13.8-18.9 percent y-o0-y
during2022-23whileadmit-
tingthat the GNPA ratiofor
advancesbelow 25croreis
particularly vulnerableto
slippage. Ifitisso,itisa
matter for seriousconcern.

Thereasonsmust beascer-
tained and the borrowers
must be given expertiseby
thegovernmenttosurvive.

Separately Managed
Accounts (SMA) went
down from 11 percent in
March2022to0 8.6 percent
inMarch 2023, whichisan
additional concern. Perfor-
manceunder theEmergency
Credit Line Guarantee
Scheme (ECLGS) which
expiredonMarch 31,2023,
hasbeenworse. Modi gov-
ernment had announced 5
lakh crore and disbursed
only Rs3.65lakhcrorefrom
thetotal sanctioned amount
of Rs3.73lakhcrore. RBI
report says that the total
disbursal by Scheduled
Commercial Banks(SCB)
wasRs2.911akh crore. It
goeswithout sayingthat the
performanceof thepublic
sector bankshasbeenvery
dismal.

MSMEs need help be-
yondloansand mustinclude
expertiseinplanning,imple-
mentation, production, and
marketing which are not
being providedtothemre-
sultinginpoor performance
of theenterprises. RBI re-
port saysthat ananalysisof
borrowersavaillingeCLGS
indicatesthat one-sixth of
accountsand one-twentieth
of the amount disbursed
turned non-performing.
Overall delinquency inthe
microfinancesegment, mea-
sured intermsof 90+ days
past due, in SCB, isstill at
elevatedlevelswith asev-
enth of the portfolio under
stress. Under thesecircum-
stances, MSMEs need
special attention, and the
Modi government must re-
visititspoliciestorevampto
enablethemnot only tosur-
vivebutalsothrive.
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PM Must Apologizefor Atrocities
on Manipur Women: AIWWF

All India Working
Women Forum (AIWWF)
of AITUC expressesitspro-
found condemnation at the
barbaricactsof violenceand
atrocitiesonwomeninthe
violence-tornManipur. In-
stancesof women stripped
naked, brutally assaulted,
raped and paraded nudeare
blood curdling, horrific, bru-
tal, sadistic, terrifying,
shocking, all at once. More
petrifyingistheloudsilence
and the apathy of the
‘doubleengine BJPgovern-

VahidhaNizam

tion of the Supreme Court.
Goldensilencebrokefor 20
seconds on the worst
crime.

Theworldwatcheswith
utter stupefactionof thebru-
tality carried outintheopen.
Stunningand spine-chilling
eventsunravel after more
than 70 daysafter the FIR
wasregistered. Many more
instances of barbaricvio-

ment at the Centreand state.
Itisashamethat the Prime
Ministerisforcedto break
hissilenceafter theinterven-

lence against women are
reported to have happened
every day sinceMay 4. It
isashamethat boththestate

government and the M odi
led Central government
claimcluelessness. Thisis
criminal ignorance, incred-
ible nescience. All India
Working Women Forum of
AITUCIinunequivocd terms
castigatestheModi govern-
ment for thelossof livesin
M ani pur and theshamebe-
fallenonthenationthrough
thebarbaricactsof violence
on women. AIWWF-
AITUC censurestheModi
governmentfor bringingdis-
grace to the nation.
AIWWEF-AITUC demands
an explanation and uncon-
ditiona apology of thePrime
Minister to the women of
India.

Thecheap and surrepti-
tiousploy of BJPtocreate
castiest and communal di-
vide in Manipur to reap
political dividendshastaken
hundredsof livesand dis-
graced the women. India
hangs its head down in
shame, yet again.

Violenceagainstwomen
and murdering thefamily
seekingjusticeisseenasa
pattern after BJP cameto
power. Key witnesses go
missing, found dead or turn
hostilehasbecomethenorm.
Victimsand witnessesare
leftwithdealinghost of fal se
charges. Unnao rape case
anddiminationofthevictim's
father for seekingjusticewas
done to protect the rapist
Kuldip Singh Sengar BJP
MLA.InHathrasal9-year-
oldgirl fromdalitcommunity
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wasraped andkilled by the
local leaders of BJP. But
FIRswereregistered with
severd chargesonthosewho
supportedthevictims. Inhu-
man act in the name of
communal hatred petrified
theworld when the eight-
year-old AsifaBano was
abducted, drugged, raped
and murdered in Kathua.
What was more shocking
herewasthat twoministers
fromBJPhad attended the
ralyinsupportof thealleged
murderers. Kathua, Unnao,
Hathras were a few in-
stancesthat tormentedthe
Indian psychein shamebut
had | eft the PrimeMinister
unmoved and unperturbed.

Remission of life sen-
tence granted to rapists of
BilkisBano and shielding
BrijBhushan Saran Singh,

Remove Cuba from
Terrorists’ List: AIPSO

Theaccusationon Cubafor spreadingterrorismisfalse.
The country hasatransparent democratic governance
system. Cuban doctorshaveserved thesuffering human-
ity during the Covid-19 and other global tragedies. Itis
not appropriatetoincludesuchacountry inthelist of ter-
rorists.

Theseviewswereexpressed by All IndiaPeace and
Solidarity Organization (A1PSO) national general secre-
tary Arun Kumar while speaking at ameeting organised
by thelndoreunittocommemoratethehistoric event of
theattack onthe MoncadaBarracksin Santiago during
the Cuban Revolution. Hesaid that therewaslandl ord-
isminCuba, farmerswereexploited. Fidel Castro, thehero
of theCubanRevolution, distributedlandamongthelandless
and used the country’sresourcesfor thebetterment of its
people.

Incensed by Cuba smovetowardsasocialist society,
the USimposed economic sanctionsonthecountry. The
then USPresident Donald Trump hasput Cubainthelist
of terrorist countries. It preventsother countriesfromdoing
businesswith Cuba.

ArunKumar further saidthat 600 attemptsweremade
to assassinate Castro, but the enemiesnever succeeded.
Heurgedthosewho believeinworld peaceto demandthat
Cubaberemoved fromthelist of terrorist countries.

AIPSO national secretary Vineet Tiwari gavedetails
of thefirst attempt of the Cuban Revolution, knownasthe
‘ Attack ontheMoncadaBarracks' . Hesaid that on July
26,1953, Fidel Castroannouncedtherevolutionalongwith

On Page 14
New Age Weekly

Theldeaof INDIA...

From Front Page

but such an alliance also
countersthe majoritarian
agenda of the BJP by be-
coming the voice of all
sectionsof society by pro-
vidingandternativeagenda
Constituentsof suchabloc,
it must beunderlined here,
mustremainaccommodative
to each other tofoster bet-
ter understanding and
enhanced mutual trust. The
strongcommonresolvethat
hasemergedat national level
istodefeat BJPandtosave
the nation. The specifics
need to be worked out at
statelevel toensurethis. The
Indian National Congress,
beingthelargest panindian
congtituent of theblocholds
specia responsibility inthis
regard.

Totheseends, ameeting
was held in Patnain June
whichwasattended by lead-
ersof 15 political parties
whereitwasagreed uponto
unitetheopposition parties
under oneumbrellato up-
hold the Constitution,
secularismandsocial justice
by defeatingtheBJP. Inthe
next meeting at Bangalore,

quiteadistancewascovered
as it was attended by 26
political parties. Itwasde-
cidedtonametheunitedbloc
aslndianNationa Develop-
mentd InclusiveAlliancethat
iSINDIA.

Theunity exercisemak-
ing the BJP wary was
evidentwhenPrimeMinis-
ter NarendraM odi decided
to call ameeting of thede-
funct National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) the same
day INDIA parties met at
Bangalore. Theparty which
was thumping ‘EkAkela
Sab Par Bhaari’ hadtojoin
forceswithnolessthan 37
political partiesjust by the
emergenceof unity among
secular democraticforces.
That itself showsthepivotal
importanceof unity andthe
cracks it creates in RSS-
BJP’s Hindutvacronyism
agenda.

The forces that have
formed INDIA havetherich
legacy of liberatingthecoun-
tryfromBritishcolonialism.
Theseforceshaveheralded
the public sector and made
our country self-reliant. In
thefight against social dis-
crimination, linguistic
chauvinismandanti-federa

politics, theforceswhichare
part of INDIA haveplayed
leadingroles. Theseforces
havethetrust of thework-
ers, farmers, studentsand
youth of thecountry. Inhis
desperation, thePrimeMin-
ister comparedthealliance
totheEast IndiaCompany.
Hemust bereminded of el-
ementary history of boththe
L eftand patrioticforcesand
hisown organization, the
RSS. Patrioticforcessac-
rificedtheir blood, sweatand
youthtoliberatethe coun-
tryfromBritishclutches. The
steadfastly loyal RSSwas
pleasing their masters by
opposingthefreedommove-
ment.

L eadersof our freedom
movement envisaged a
strong, inclusiveand harmo-
nious country. Justice —
social, economicand politi-
cal — was to be its
foundation. TheRSSstands
oppositetothisideaby pro-
moting communal divides,
caste hierarchies and
genderedrepression. Itisto
liberate the country from
hatred and to usher in har-
mony, INDIA hasarisen. It
istoensureJustice—social,
economicand political that
INDIA hasunited. Unitedly,
wewill triumph!
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Millions Will Live in
Extreme Poverty in 2030

Asperthereport, In 2021,
the number of peoplesuffer-
ing from hunger wascloseto
800 million, far above pre-
pandemiclevels, andin 2022
an estimated 45 million chil-
dren under the age of 5
suffered from wasting and
148 million had stunted
growthwhile37 millionwere
overweight. Asfor education,
the report said years of
underinvestment and learn-
ing losses mean that without
amajor effort not only will
an estimated 84 million chil-
dren beout of school in 2030
but approximately 300 mil-
lion studentswill lack basic
literacy and math skills for
success in life — and only
one in six countries will
achievethetarget of univer-
sal secondary school
completion.

Inagrimreport, theU.N.
warned that at the current
rate of global progress 575
million peoplewill till beliv-
ing in extreme poverty and
84 millionchildrenwon’t be
goingtoschool in2030—and
itwill take 286 yearstoreach
equality between men and
women.

Thereport onprogressin
achieving 17 wide-
ranging U.N. goalsadopted
by world leadersin 2015 to
improvelifefor theworld’'s
morethan 7 billion peoplesaid
that only 15 percent of some
140 specifictargetsthat ex-
pertsevaluated are on track
to be reached by the end of
the decade.

Close to half the targets
are moderately or severely
off track, it said, and of those
30 percent have either seen
no movement at all or re-
gressedincluding key targets
on poverty, hunger and cli-
mate.

The ambitious goals for
2030 include ensuring that
hunger is eradicated and
nobody livesonlessthan2.15
dollars a day which is the
extremepoverty line, provid-
ingevery childwithaquality
primary and secondary
school education, achieving

gender equality, ensuringall
people have clean water,
sanitation and access to af-
fordable energy, reducing
inequalities, andtakingurgent
action to combat climate
change.

Unless we act now, the
2030 agenda could become
an epitaph for aworld that

might have been, according
to the U.N. Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterresin a
forewordtothereport. Fail-
ureto make progress means
inequalitieswill continueto
deepen, increasing therisk of
a fragmented, two-speed
world.

The report was rel eased
ahead of a summit that
Guterres has called during
theannual gathering of world
leaders at the U.N. General
Assembly in
September, whichhesaidwill
be “a moment of truth and
reckoning.”

Undersecretary-General
for Economic and Social
AffairsLi Junhuasaid con-
flicts including the war in
Ukraine, climate change, the
lingering effects of the
COVID-19 pandemic espe-
cialyitsdevastatingfinancial
impact on devel oping coun-
tries, and geopolitical
tensionsareall “threatening
to derail hard-earned
progress’ toward achieving
the goals.

In aforeword that the
pandemic saw the largest
declineinchildhood vaccina-
tions in three decades, an
increaseintuberculosisand
malariadeaths, and learning
lossesin 80 percent of the 104
countriesstudied. Italsoin-
terrupted three decades of
progressin reducing poverty,

and producedthelargestrise
ininequality between coun-
tries in three decades.

According to ECOSOC
by May 2023, the devastat-
ing consequences of war,
conflict and human rights
violations had displaced a
staggering 110 million people
of which35millionwererefu-
gees—thehighest figureever
recorded.

At the September summit,
theU.N. wouldlikepolitical
leaders to come up with “a
new roadmap” to accelerate
action at theglobal, regional
and national level toachieve
the goals by 2030.

With sevenyearsleft, the
report said achieving the
goalsis“indeeptrouble’ and
“itistimetosoundthealarm.”

Atcurrentrates, it said not
only will 575 million people
still belivinginextremepov-
erty in 2030 but only about
one-third of countries will
meet the target to reduce
national poverty levels by
half.

The report further adds

that shockingly, theworldis
back at hunger levels not
seen since 2005, and food
pricesremain higher inmore
countriesthan inthe period
2015-2019.

Asfor education, there-
port said years of
underinvestment and learn-
ing losses meanthat without
amajor effort not only will
an estimated 84 million chil-
dren beout of school in 2030
but approximately 300 mil-
lion studentswill lack basic
literacy and math skills for

success in life— and only
one in six countries will
achievethetarget of univer-
sal secondary school
completion.

Ontackling global warm-
ing, thereport said, “If ever
therewasanillumination of
the short-sightedness of our
prevailing economic and
political systems, it is the
ratcheting up of the war on
nature.”

Thesmall window of op-
portunity to keep
temperaturesfromrising be-
yond the internationally
agreed threshold of 1.5 de-
grees Celsius (2.7 degrees
Fahrenheit) to prevent the
worst impactsof theclimate
crisisisfast closing, there-
port said, andthecritical 1.5
degreetippingpointislikely
to be reached or surpassed
by 2035.

Fractured
Electoral Resultsin
Spain

The fracture and polar-
ization that has marked the

Diary of

| nternational

=AVES
C. Adhikesavan

Spanish electionscouldbea
premonition of thefuturethat
awaitsthecountry’sdemoc-
racy, regardless of whether
socialists or the right-wing
wins.

Thispossibility isalready
adefeatinitself, adefeat for
everyone. But let’snot blame
the Spaniards per se. Span-
ish democracy is part of a
broader order, where West-
ern political systems are
having problemsor great dif-
ficulties, togeneratecommon
agreements and consensus
between opposing political
ideas.

Coincidence points no
longer interest anyone. And
thisisthe first symptom of
aweak democracy: political
polarization.

Andif anything haschar-
acterized the social climate
of thiselection period, it has
been the clash between po-
litical  factions, the
deployment of an arsenal of
discrediting and cartoons.

Thesehavebeenandwill
be different elections, pre-
cisely because they
represent aphenomenonthat
transcendsthem: thecurrent
crisisof theworld democratic
system, fragmented, frac-
tured and polarized to
extremes.

Political polarization is
both cause and effect of
these same elections. The
futurelookslikeanextension
of what has been experi-
enced so far: the political
arena, rather than being
drivenbythelogicof lucidand
accurate opposition, threat-
ens to be characterized by
irreconcilable ideological
factions.

Political polarizationisa
danger for democracy to
performitsmainfunction: to
ensurethepolitical stability
of thenationsthat implement
it and to put all existing po-
litical resources to perfect
thesysteminitssocio-politi-
cal competencies.
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Remove Cuba...

From Page 12

150 companions. They at-
tacked the Moncada
Barracks, themilitary camp
of thethen dictator Batista
inthecity of Santiago, but
theyfailedandwerearrested.
Hearguedfor himselfinthe
court likeBhagat Singhand
gave the world-famous
speech‘ History will prove
meright’ while pleading.

Support pouredinfromall

overtheworldfor hisrelease
and after 22 monthsof im-
prisonment he and his
companionswerereleased.

After comingout, heagain
started planningtherevol u-
tionand after takinglessons

fromthefirst mistake, hefi-
nally executedthesuccessful
revolutiontherein 1959.

Economist Dr Jaya
Mehta said that after the
collapseof the Soviet camp,
itwasbeing propagated that
now socialismisover and
there is more freedom in
capitalism. Peopleforgotthe
benefitsof socialist system.
Castroopposedimperialism
by takingthepeopleof Latin
Americancountriestogether
and defended socialismin
adversecircumstances. Itis
theduty of all peace-loving
citizensof theworldtopro-
tect the Cuban Revolution.

Presiding over the

programme, journalist
Harnam Singh said that
amongthosewhochallenged
theAmericanimperialists,
Fidel Castro, thefather of the
Cuban revolution, Che
Guevaraand Ho Chi Minh
of Viethamhaveawaysen-
thralled theyouth.

Initiating the theme,
Arvind Porwal of AIPSO
IndoreUnitsaidthat July 26
holdsanimportant placein
thehistory of Cuba. Inthe
year 1953, therewasafailed
attempt of revolutiononthis
day. The revolutionaries
madetherevol utionsuccess-
ful on January 1, 1959 by
learningalessonfromfail-
ure.

August 06-12, 2023

INDIA Team Finds...

From Last Page

TheMPsdrew theattention of thegovernor tothe” pa-
theticconditionsintherdlief campsandal sothat of children.
Around 10,000 childrenaresaidto beintherelief camps.
Thestudentsfaced uncertainfutureasall educational in-
stitutionswereshut and theM Psurged thestateand Union
governmentsto addresstheissueonapriority basis.

“Fromthereportsof incessant firing and arson of the
housesinthelast few daysit isestablished beyond doubt
that that the sate machinery hascompl etely failedto con-
trol thesituationfor thelast threemonths, theINDIA team
of MPsmadeit clear tothegovernor.” Theteam wanted
urgent measuresto rehabilitate and resettlethe people so
that peace and harmony returnstothestateat theearli-
est.

Theteam al so pointed out that the continued I nternet
banfor thelast threemonthsisaiding theunsubstantiated
rumours, whichisaddingtotheexisting mistrust.

Thegovernor welcomed the M Psand told them that
the state and Union governmentsare making relentless
effortstorestore peaceand normalcy.
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Theanswer providedto
Communist Party of India
(CPI) Lok Sabha MP K
Subbarayan hasrevealed
that thecurrent Uniongov-
ernment had neglected the
121 Report by Depart-
ment Related Parliament
Sanding Committee for
HomeAffairswhichagreed
to grant statehood to
Puducherry.

Thequestionsraised by
K Subbarayan were about
the issue of statehood to
Puducherry. He had asked
whether thegovernmentwas
awareof 16 resolutionsthat
werepassedinthelegisla-
tiveassembly of Puducherry
between 1981 and 2021. In
reply tothequestions, min-
ister of State for Home
Affairs, Nityanand
Rairepliedthat thegovern-
ment is aware of the
resolutionsandisnot cur-
rently planning to grant
statehood. He also con-
tended that theresolution

receivedonJuly 19, 2018
wascons dered andthegov-
ernment has decided to
maintaintheUnionTerritory
(UT) statusof Puducherry.

Thedemandto provide
Statehood status to
Puducherry has been put
forward by CPI sincelong.
Several communist Mem-
bersof Parliament hadraised
their voicesfor thisdemand
in both the houses of the
Parliament.

No Plans for
Corporatizing Rly
Production Units

Inareply tothequestion
raised by K Subbarayan, the
Unionminister for Railway,
Ashwini Vaishnav replied
that currently, thegovern-
ment has no program to
corporatizetherailway pro-
ductionunit. Itisestimated

15

No Focus on Standing Committee Findings

Report FavoursStatehood to Puducherry

that coach productionunits
of IndianRailwaysmanufac-
tured 5877 Coachesand
Indian Railwaysprocured
22,790wagonsin 2022-23.
Theplanning of coachesand
wagonsfor theyear 2023-
24 are 7000 and 27000nos
respectively. Vaishnav said.
Inreply tothesub-ques-
tionregarding outsourcing
theworkstheUnionminis-
ter repliedthat outsourcing
inRailway activitiesisdone
to supplementresources,
primarily inoptimally utiliz-
ing availableresourcesin
coreactivities.

East Coast Rail
Project Needs
More Fund
Allocation

Communist Party of In-
dia leader M Selvaraj
raising the matter in Lok

Sabha on July 25, 2023,
askedtherailway ministry to
allotmorefundsfor theEast
Coast Rail Project.

Hesaid that during the
year 2007, one of Tamil
Nadu’s dream projects
called the East Coast Rail
Project waslaid out and it
wasdecidedtobuildarail
line starting from
ChennaiPerungudi passing
through Mamallapuram,
Kal pakkamand Puducherry
toCuddalore. A survey and
feasibility of theproject has
already been completed.
Theobjectiveof thisproject
istobuildarail linestarting
from Chennai to Cuddalore
throughtheentireareaaong
theBay of Bengal.

He pointed out that for

almost 16 yearstheproject
has been under active

considerationtochange/ de-
viatefromtheearlier plan/
route and re-routeto start
from Chenkal pattuinstead
of Chennai Perungudi.Any
changetotheEast Coast Rall
Link Project will defeat the
very purposeof theproject.

Further, the cost of all
building materialshasin-
creased. Hence, | urgethe
minister of railwaystotake
necessary actionand give
instructionsimmediately to
Southern Railways not to
change/ deviate from the
earlier approvedroutewhich
was decided in the year
2007. | alsorequesttoin-
creasethebudgettomeetthe
increased cost to execute
thisprojectand completethe
project asearly aspossible.
Selvarg) said.

@/I

KRecord ...

The Supreme Court directed theauthori-

second day of violenceinthe
state, but avideocapturingthe
brazen sexual assaultemerged
only on July 19, prompting

AGAR VOTE DENA
HAI, HINDUSTAN MEIN
REHNA HA| TOH MODI
AUR Y0G|1 DO HAL. ..

tiesto ensurethat no hate speechesaremade
and noviolenceor damageto any properties
takesplaceinany protestralliesbeing organised
by theVishwaHindu Parishadinthenational
capital andtheadjoiningareasof Haryanaand
Uttar Pradesh.

Hearing aninterventionapplicationdraw-
ingtheattentionof thecourttotheprotestrallies
that are being organised by VHPinwake of
Nuhviolence, abenchof Justice Sanjiv Khanna
and Justice SV Bhatti directed theauthori-
tiestocomply withthedirectionsissued by the
top court on October 21, 2022, prohibiting
hate speech.

The bench said that the authorities are
aware of thesituation and they should take
actionwhenever required, pointingout that the
law and order isapolicing matter that should
be taken care of. — The Statesman, August
3.

* k%

The65-year-oldKargil war veteran, whose
wife was stripped and paraded by a
mob duringtheMay 4violenceinManipur, has
told“ God must have madethevideo (of the
sexual assault) goviral toensurethat thetruth
comesout”.

Theman’swife, alongwithtwo other Kuki-
Zomi women, weretargeted by amobonthe

national outrageandfinding
resonancein Parliament.

“Till then, noonefromthe
policeor governmenthadeven
calledus,” theman, based on
whose complaint a
zero FIR was registered at
Saikul police station in
Kangpokpi districtonMay 18, Z5wia
told. — The Indian Express :‘ﬁ"‘ff‘f

Y Ex ‘,r-‘\?‘ Ly
August 3. =

B

Thebenchasked DGPto adduceall records
relating tothedateof incidents, timing of regis-
tration of FIRs, arrestsmade, and recordingsof

victims' statements

Ananguished Supreme Court lashed out at
the“lethargic” and“tardy” probeintotheloss
of humanlives, dignity and propertiesduringthe
ethicviolenceinManipur, lamentingthat thestate
has seen an “ absol ute breakdown of constitu-
tiona machinery fortwomonths’, andsummoning
thestate' sdirector general of police(DGP) on
August 7tofurnishanexplanation.” Onethingis
clear; thestate policeareincapableof investi-
gations. It’ sabsol utely clear they havel ost control
of law and order inthestate...Thereisnolaw
andorder leftinManipur. Investigationissole-
thargic. For twomonths, FIRsarenot recorded,

arrestsare not made, and statementsarere-
corded after suchalapseof time,” saidabench
led by Chief Justiceof India (CJl) Dhananjaya
Y Chandrachud. —The Hindustan Times, Au-
gust 2.

* k%

UnionMinister and BJPM Pfrom Gurugram
Rao Inderjit Singh hasquestioned the people
attheVHPralyinNuhonJuly 31for carrying
weapons. Speakingtothelndian Express, Rao
Inderjit Singh asked, “Who gaveweaponsto
religiousyatris?Who goesto aprocessioncar-
rying swordsor sticks?’ Watch Rao I nderjit
Singh appeal to both sidesto maintain peace.
—TheHindustan Times, August 2.

Compiled by: C Adhikesavan
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Twenty oneopposition
party members of Parlia-
mentvisitedManipuronJduly
29and 30andfoundthat the
government machinery has
totally failedtocurbthecon-
tinuingviolenceandsavethe
livesof Manipur people. The
India National Develop-
mental InclusiveAlliance
(INDIA) teammet thegov-
ernor AnusuiyaUikeyonthe
second day andtold her that
theirfindingsinthestatehad
established beyond doubt
that thestate machinery has
failedtocontrol thesituation
foramostthreemonths. The
armed conflictsstarted on
May 3.

TheMPs, representing
16 political parties, submit-
ted amemorandumto the
governorinwhichthey re-
portedtheconditiononthe
ground, made suggestions
for peaceeffortsand rued
the “silence of the prime

21 Opposition MPs on Two-Day Visit to Manipur

INDIA Team FindsTotal Breakdown of Law and Order

- ——r

minister” overtheissue.The
21-member delegationin-
cluded Communist Party of
India national executive
member Sandosh Kumar P,
Congress’ AdhirRanjan
Chowdhury, deputy |eader
in the LokSabha, Gaurav
Gogoi, SushmitaDevof
TMC, MahuaMgjiof IMM,
KanimozhiKarunanidhi of
DMK, P P Mohammed
Faizal of NCP, Chaudhary
Jayant Singhof RLD, Manoj
Kumar Jhaof RIJD, N K
Premachandranof RSPand
T Thirumavalavanof VCK,
JD(U) chief Rajiv Ranjan
(Lalan) Singhand hisparty
colleague Aneel Prasad
Hegde, CPI(M)'s A A
Rahim, SP'sJavedAli Khan,
I[UML’s E T Mohammed
Basheer, AAP’s Sushil
Gupta, VCK’s D
Ravikumar, ArvindSawantof
Shiv SenaUBT), and Phulo

Devi Netam and K Suresh
of theCongress.

TheMPstoldthegover-
nor that they wereshocked
andvery sadto hear thesto-
ries of anxieties,
uncertainties, painsand sor-
rows of the individuals
affected by unprecedented
violence. Theteamhadvis-
ited relief camps in
Churachandpur, Moirang
andImphal. Bothsideshave
been unleashing ‘ nger and

Our Special
Correspondent

senseof alienation” onall
communitiessincethebegin-
ning of theclashes. Theteam
calledfor urgent measures
tostop thecontinuingvio-
lence.

ThelNDIA teamof MPs
held the Union and state
governmentsresponsi blefor
thefailuretoprotectthelives
and properties of the

people. Morethan 60,000
peoplehad been displaced
inthepastthreemonths. The
MPsrequested thegover-
nor to apprise the Union
government of thecomplete
breakdown of law and or-
der inthestatefor thelast
89 days. Silence of Prime
Minister Narendra
M odishowshisbrazenindif-
ferencetotheviolenceinthe
state.

On Page 14

NFIW LeETTER TO HM ON UNCLAIMED BODIES IN MANIPUR

National Federation of Indian Women
general secretary Annie Rajaand secretary
NishaSiddhuhave sent thefollowing | etter
to Union home minister Amit Shahover the
several dead bodiesreportedtobelying uni-
dentified and unclaimed in several
mortuariesinimphal:

Theoutbreak of violenceinManipuronMay
3, 2023 has resulted in
unimaginabl edevastation, |eaving thousands
displaced, hundreds dead.Numerous
deadbodiesarelying unclaimedin several
mortuariesacross | mphal hospital swithout
thefacility of cold storage.

Therelentlessviolencethat hasengulfed
M ani pur hascausedimmensesuffering tothe
peopleof thestate. Familieshavebeentorn
apart,homesdestroyed andthel ossof liveshave
left anindeliblemark onthecollective con-
sciousnessof thestate. Thelack of cold storage

erbatestheanguishofgrievingfamilieswhoare
unabletolay their loved onestorest with dig-
nity.

Inthelight of thisdistressing situation, we
appeal for your immediateinterventiontoaddress
thefollowingurgent matters:

B |mmediate constitution of Medical
Boardheaded by anindependent forensic expert
fromareputed medical institutetoconduct post
mortemonthedeadincludingtheunidentifieddead
bodieslyinginthemorguesbeforeevidencesare
destroyed.

WA |locatenecessaryresourcesto ensurethat
hospitalsin Manipur have accessto adequate
coldstoragefacilities. Itisessential to provide
adignifiedresting placefor thedeceased, alowing
their familiestomournand performthelastrites
withtherespect and solemnity they deserve.

B Familiesof persons,whoaremissingand
feared dead areunabletoreach themortuaries

inlmphal. Thestate may designatean officer
who can becontacted and whowill facilitate
visits by such families to mortuaries
underescort/protectionand enabletheprocess
of identificationand handover of dead bodies.

B Facilitate saf e passage ofthefamiliesof
thedeceasedto M anipur, enablingthemtoclaim
thebodiesof their loved onesand performthe
necessary lastrites. Itisof utmostimportance
that they aregranted theopportunity tobidfinal
farewell andfindsol ace.

We appeal for your urgent attention to
restorepeaceandstability inManipur. Itiscru-
cial to initiate measuresto preventfurther
violenceand ensurethe saf ety of peoplere-
sidinginthegtate.Collaborativeefforts, including
dialoguewithrelevant stakehol ders, shouldbe
pursued to address the root causes of the
conflict and promotealastingresolutionfor
peaceand normalcy.
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