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More than seven decades back, DrAmbedkar had
warned that “on the 26th of January, 1950, we are
going to enter into a life of contradictions. In poli-
tics we will have equality and in social and economic
life we will have inequality.”

THE IDEA OF INDIA
D Raja

In our times too, we con-
tinue to face these
contradictions, andat a
higher scale. The very con-
cept of equality is under
attack, politically, socially
and economically. One of
the biggest banes of BJP
government headed by
Modi is its promotion of an
unequal political, social and
economic order dictated by
the RSS. It is making coun-
try suffer greatly. Inequality
is explicit everywhere. There
is discrimination against
minorities,ever-increasing
rigidities of caste, in grow-
ing misogyny and in the
unprecedented concentra-
tion of wealth with a few.

The solution to this is the
unity of secular-democratic
forces to strike at the root
of growing inequality, the
monolithic communal
cronyism of the RSS-BJP. To
resist and defeat the assault

on our secular democratic

fabric, the history demands

the secular democratic

forces to unite in order to

save India and change India.

The newly formed Indian

National Developmental In-

clusive Alliance, acronymed

INDIA, has become a topic

of intense discussion and
debate. On one hand, the
emergence of INDIA has
given the secular, demo-
cratic and progressive
sections of our people a vi-
able alternative to the
hateful, divisive and crony
capitalist rule of the RSS-
BJP.

On the other hand, rattled
from the unity of secular-
democratic forces being
cemented, the right-wing
RSS controlled ecosystem
is going out of its way to
speak foul about the unity of
the forces that have united
to safeguard the very idea of
our secular-democratic

Republic. Prime Minister
NarendraModi led the
charge by comparing the
alliance with the East India
Company. He was deliber-
ately oblivious to the history
of patriotic and left forces
chasing the East India Com-
pany and its offspring the
British Raj from the country.
His acts of omission are
necessary since he and ev-
eryone else know who was
serving the British loyally
when the country was fighting
for liberation from colonial
rule.

In last nine years since
BJP came to power, the
country has been
witnessingmis-governance
all over and at an unprec-
edented level. Sector after
sector of our economy is
challenged through dictato-

rial whims like demonetiza-
tion leading to a situation of
complete disarray. The in-
formal sector of the economy
was greatly harmed through
a hurried and anti-federal
GST. Mismanagement of
economy led to the crisis of
unemployment and the mis-
handling of the Covid-19
crisis turned it into a catas-

trophe. Inequality has gone
up under Modi as he show-
ered benefits over
corporates.The much-
needed social sector of our
economy became the victim
of such acts.

India’s fall on all social
and developmental indices
is a consistent feature of the
BJP-RSS rule and has been
detrimental to the most-vul-
nerable sections of our
society. It is not an accident
that the wealth of the rich-
est increased manifold in the
last nine years, it is by de-
sign. BJP’s model of crony
capitalism dictates snatch-
ing everything from the poor
and inundating the
corporates with benefits.
Education, health and em-
ployment have gone out of
the reach of common people

and from all sections of the
society, they have come out
protesting.

Further, the Modi gov-
ernment oversaw rampant
erosion of the values en-
shrined in our Constitution.
BJP’s lust for power has
dissected Indian society and
has created deep divisions
among the people of our
country. RSS-BJP is hold-
ing back the progress of our
country by dividing people

on the basis of religion, caste,
language and region. They
learnt the divisive game of
‘divide and rule’ from their
British masters and are now
trying to rule by using the
same tactic.

Disastrous results of this
dirty design are visible all
over the country, most re-
cently in the burning of the
entire state of Manipur, on
which the otherwise vocal
Prime Minister kept mum
for months. Voices critical of
the government are being
forcefully silenced using
draconian laws and there is
a general decline in demo-
cratic values and norms,
inculcated by our freedom
movement and our Consti-
tution. Survival of
democracy in our country
has become the most criti-

cal question before us and
the debate around the for-
mation of INDIA should be
placed in this context.

The need for a united
opposition was felt since
long against the ruthless
stomping on our Constitu-
tional values and also to
uphold the ideas that unite
our people. The CPI, in
particular, was of the opin-
ion that the BJP’s coming to
power in the Union was not
merely a change of govern-
ment but a qualitative change
that will strain the constitu-

tional fabric of the country.
We have advocated for the
unity of secular democratic
patriotic forces to take on the
BJP politically and ideologi-
cally.

The alternative to
Hindutvacronyism can be
offered from the Left of the
political spectrum and the
agenda of the united bloc
should be radically different
from the RSS-BJP to take
the country forward. In the
past also, BJP and its allies
found it difficult to reach the
majority when met with a
formidable combination of
united secular democratic
forces.

Unity of secular demo-
cratic forces not only
prevents the division of votes

On Page 12

Unity of secular democratic forces not only
prevents the division of votes but such an al-
liance also counters the majoritarian agenda
of the BJP by becoming the voice of all sec-
tions of society by providing an alternative
agenda. Constituents of such a bloc, it must
be underlined here, must remain accommo-
dative to each other to foster better
understanding and enhanced mutual trust



New Age Weekly

2 August 06–12, 2023

EditorialEditorialEditorialEditorialEditorial

The BJP-RSS government is moving ag-
gressively with its privatization policy. Prime
ministerNarendraModimade it explicit in one
of his remarks when he said recently in one
of his meetings: ‘HamareDesh me public sector
kamarnekeliyeJanmahotahai’ (In our country,
public sector is born to perish). It stands in
clear contrast to the ideals our Parliament has
stood for. Our Constitution is committed to-
wards building a society with socialist
principles. Public ownership and the control
of commanding heights of the national economy
with its strategic sectors were considered
imperative to the system we aspired for. Long
years of colonized economy had destroyed the
basics and the prime need was to make the
recovery fast. It meant that each one of our
people was to have access to every oppor-
tunity, free from individual domination. It could
be possible only in a democracy with social
justice. For these endeavors, availability of
adequate finance was needed. First to be na-
tionalized was Life Insurance, and then the
Imperial Bank of India. Soon were built up other
institutions in public sector and major banks
were also nationalized. The step was taken to
promote the mobility of public money, create
an infrastructure in the fields of production,
not only for the basic essentials but also those
for export. It was the year of 1969, when the
most significant shift came. Fourteen large
commercial banks, owned by the monopoly
houses, were nationalized. It was also stressed
by the government that even after nationaliza-
tion, the credit needs of the private industry
and trade would be met. The unrolling of the
nationalization process was to meet the needs
of productive sector, especially those in ag-
riculture, in small scale industries, and also for
those that were self employed. The national-
ized banks were also to sustain the new and
growing initiatives, and in the backward and
neglected areas in the country. The public own-

ership was also to help decline the process of
spending in the direction of speculative and un-
productive areas.

The aim was to remove control of few, ex-
tension of credit to priority sectors, giving a
professional bent to bank management and en-
couragement to new classes of such producers
and traders. The objective was to blend the capi-
tal and people’s skills. It was to help society in
its advances. Justice Krishna Iyer had said that
the nationalization was aimed at collecting the
savings of people and investing it in agrarian
sector along with other sections that are in need
of support. The purpose was to take each one

together and with their skill and capital gathered
to move forward. To aid these development
projects banks were aimed at higher growth rate
and bringing down of the rate of impoverishment.

There was massive expansion in branches, the
volume of deposits was also growing, especially
in rural areas. Just in two years, growing bank
credit was diverted to priority sectors from 14
percent to 41 percent. There was also signifi-
cant success in removing inequalities. Banking
policy was extended to secure progressive re-
duction in income inequalities. All these policies
protected not only the nationalized banking but
the entire economy from the Melt Down effects.

Despite these achievements, challenges waited
at doorstep through the years. Capitalist system
was maturing and giving way to finance capital.
Corporate sector was promoted by the system.
Welfare of people was no more the task of the
government. Various regimes came to power
including BJP itself in the beginning of the cen-
tury. But it was only in 2014, when BJP-RSS
government came to rule, the major steps for

disinvestment were taken.The government at
the Centre managed raise over Rs 4.04 lakh
crore through disinvestment and strategic sale
of public sector enterprises, according to fi-
nance ministry.There were sales in 10
companies, including Air India, that had yielded
Rs 69,412 crore to the exchequer in the last
eight years. Share buyback in 45 cases fetched
Rs 45,104 crore.Dismantling of PSUs has been
going on.

When the prime minister spoke about the
demise of PSUs, he also meant the crumbling
of democratic process in the country, the reason
being large scale privatization, a task taken up
by the government at the Centre. Public sec-
tor is the backbone of the Indian economy and
it plays a pivotal role in its development. Its
final aim is to socialize the means of produc-
tion. Striving to achieve certain socio-economic
objectives, the primary concern of public sector
is to protect the economy which is owned and
controlled by the government. Efforts are also
made to provide basic goods and services to
the citizens, promote economic development,
and protect the interests of weaker sections
of society.It has always tried to provide the basic
essential services to the citizens. When the
nationalization had been initiated, it helped to
resolve the issue of unemployment also. It
brought in opportunities for employment. Fi-
nally, the means for infrastructure is also
provided by PSUs to strengthen democracy.

Along with Public Sector, our composite
culture, Constitution, and the democratic ethos
are also under threat. One example is Manipur,
where humanity itself is in flames. Never had
India witnessed such barbarity. It is not the issue
of SC status, nor is it the tribal conflict. It is
only an attempt to side line the major prob-
lems, the issues of employment, education,
health, finally resources. Also it is an effort to
fragment them to keep alive the discontent.

The National Secre-
tariat of the Communist
Party of India issued the
following statement on
August 2, 2023:

The National Secretariat
of the Communist Party of
India condemns the recent
killings of passengers in
Jaipur-Mumbai train which
is being dubbed as mental
derailment of the offender.
This is over simplification of

CPI Condemns Haryana Riots,
Killing of Passengers

the fact and is aimed to de-
rail the real picture. In the riots
and arson in Haryana more
than five people have lost
their lives which include
Imam and two home guards.

The failure of the police
in arresting a notorious mur-
derer MonuManesar for the
past five months and his
declaration to participate in
the Brig
MandalDharmikyatra ig-

nited the situation in Nuhin
Haryana which is a hyper
sensitive communal place.
Further the cautions given by
district intelligence chief to-
wards communal clash
eruption if the procession is
allowed through Muslim lo-
calities were ignored.
Subsequently the clashes
took place.

Communal tensions
which are a result of divisive

politics pursued by ruling
BJP is obviously responsible
for these incidents and is a
warning to all on the back-
ground of Manipur
happenings as to what
awaits in future if the BJP rule
is allowed to continue. CPI
demands strict action
against the perpetrators of
violence and arson and
proper compensation to the
victims. CPI also appeals to

all to maintain peace and
harmony and preserve unity
and composite culture of
India.

The party also appeals to
all Indians that they should
not fall prey to politics of
hatred, fear and violence
which is the main plank of
BJP-RSS politics unleashed
in the background of ensu-
ing elections.

Privatisation, a Threat to Democracy
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BinoyViswam, Member of Par-
liament (RajyaSabha) and leader of
the parliamentary group of the
Communist Party of India, also
Member, Committee on Public
Undertakings, Standing Committee
on Labour, Textiles and Skill De-
velopment, Consultative
Committee on Environment, For-
est and Climate Change has written
the following letter to Prof Ranjan
Kumar Mohanty,acting president,
South Asian University, New Delhi
to express his disgust and anguish
at the recently introduced manda-
tory General Undertaking for the
newly admitted students at the
South Asian University. The under-
takings impose restrictions on

SAU Must not Stop Democratic Protests in Campus
student participating in democratic
movements and at the same time,
shamefully requires them to declare
that they don’t suffer from any psy-
chological disorders or serious
illness.

I write this letter to express my
disgust and anguish at the recently
introduced mandatory General
Undertaking for the newly admitted
students at the South Asian Univer-
sity. The undertakings impose
restrictions on student participating
in democratic movements and at the
same time, shamefully requires them
to declare that they don’t suffer from
any psychological disorders or se-
rious illness. The nature of the
undertakings highlights the undemo-

cratic and discriminatory functioning
of the University.

Protests and democratic dialogue
have been instrumental in shaping
the entire South Asian region. Cur-
tailing the rights of students from
participating in democratic dialogue
and movements is an obstacle in
realizing the vision behind South
Asian University which aimed to
impart liberal and humane educa-
tion. The declaration about
psychological disorders or serious
illness is highly discriminatory, in-
humane and unscientific at the same
time. It sheds light on the Univer-
sity administration’s desperateness
in relinquishing its responsibilities of
providing a student friendly space

for students of all backgrounds.

The case of now partially para-
lyzed SAU student Ammar Ahmed
is testimony to the treatment students
with special needs are getting at
SAU. The unjust treatment of stu-
dents, faculty and workers of the
South Asian University is gaining
notoriety in international spaces.
SAU must address the multiple con-
cerns raised by students, faculty and
the workers of the University. I urge
you to take back the archaic con-
ditions put down in the General
Undertakings for newly admitted
students.

I hope this issue will find your
urgent attention.

SC Takes Cognizance of NFIW Petition on Lynching

Asks Centre, Six States to Respond to Plea
The Supreme Court on July 28,

2023 asked the Centre and at least
six States to respond to a plea about
lynching and mob violence refusing
to stop.The plea by National Fed-
eration of Indian Women (NFIW)
said gruesome incidents of mob fury
and vigilantism continue to happen
despite a five-year-old apex court
judgment, which had made the gov-
ernment machinery squarely
accountable for protecting the lives
of victims, including minority com-
munity members.

Appearing before a Bench led by
Justice B R Gavai, senior advocate
KapilSibal began by requesting the
court not to tell him to go to the High
Courts.He said the incidents span
across multiple states. The victims
should not be made to go to all these
High Courts. “Even if they did, they
might end up getting Rs2 lakh each
as compensation,”  Sibal said.

The senior lawyer, appearing for
the National Federation of Indian
Women (NFIW), highlighted
how the 2018 judgment of the apex
court in TehseenPoonawala
case had foretold that lynching and
mob violence were “creeping
threats” and need to be nipped in the
bud.

The court had warned that the
rising wave of frenzied mobs — fed
by fake news, self-professed mo-
rality and false stories — would
consume the country like a “ty-
phoon-like monster”. “We are
issuing notice,” the Bench told Sibal.

The court asked the Union home

ministry and heads of police forces
of Maharashtra, Orissa, Haryana,
Rajasthan, Bihar and Madhya
Pradesh to respond to the petition.

On July 10, the apex court had,
in a separate case, decided to take
stock of what the Centre and state
governments have done so far to
punish those involved in lynching,
mostly spurred by communal hate,
since its July 2018 judgment.

The judgment had condemned
these “horrendous acts of moboc-
racy” as an anathema which requires
a special law and punishment.

A Bench of Justices Sanjeev
Khanna and Bela M Trivedi, on July
10, had directed the state govern-
ments to file year wise data, from
2018, regarding the complaints filed,
FIRs registered and challans sub-
mitted in courts concerning incidents
of mob violence and lynching.

The court had said the home min-
istry could meet with the department
heads concerned of states and pro-
vide an updated status on measures
taken by them to comply with the
preventive remedial measures di-
rected by the Supreme Court on its
July 17, 2018 judgment in
TehseenPoonawala case.

The judgment had directed states
to form Special Task Forces to col-
lect intelligence on likely incidents
of hate speeches, mob violence and
lynchings in districts. The judgment
had made it clearly the duty of the
Central and state governments to
take steps to curb and stop the dis-

semination of explosive messages,
videos, etc, which have a “tendency
to incite mob violence and lynching

of any kind”.

The 2018 judgment had directed
that the police were duty bound to
register FIRs, arrest the accused,
carry out effective investigation and
file charge sheets in complaints of
mob violence and lynchings.

AIFUCTO, JFME Launche Countrywide Protest

Demand Withdrawal of NEP
Prof Arun Kumar

All India Federation of University and College Teachers’ Organisations
(AIFUCTO)and Joint Forum for Movement on Education (JFME) have called
up on theteaching fraternity across the country to organisestate level pro-
tests on September 13,2023 demanding withdrawal of NEP, Implementation
of OPS and to endthe adhoc appointments in the entire system of education.

In a press statement issued,general secretary,AIFUCTO, Prof ArunKumar
said that NEP -2020 has been imposed upon the nation without consulting
the stakeholders. Neither the Parliament nor the stateshave been taken into
confidence. AIFUCTO along with JFMEtried to restrain the process of imple-
mentation and also to have a dialogue with the government at the Centre.
They failed to attract attention and also failed to find a democratic response.
AIFUCTO and allthe contingents of JFME have firm view that the NEP-2020
is an attempt tocentralize, corporatize, commercialize and communalize the
system of education. In NEP-2020, the constitutional ethos, democratic values,
secularism,federalism and social justice have been seriously injured. Their
protests were also intentionally ignored. In fact NEP is basically  against the
women, the deprived, minorities and marginalized section of societiesbecause
the whole system has been shifted from grant to loan. Education Systemof
the nation is in deep crisis.Being failed in all our previous attempts to arouse
the democratic conscience ofthe Government of India,AIFUCTO with JFME
decided to organise protestsat state levels on August 1, 2023 and Massive
Demonstration on September 13, 2023 in Delhi. Our charter of demands include
Withdraw NEP,Restore OPS,10 percent GDP for Education. Absorb/regularise
the services adhoc/part-time/guest teachers/contractual/block grant employees
andprovide them dignified salary and security of service like pension, gra-
tuity. Along with these issues, state level demands must be included.

AIFUCTO has called upon the teaching fraternity across the country to
come forwardto lodge our intense protest to save our public system of edu-
cation and itsdemocratic, secular, scientific and federal character .AIFUCTO
and JFME appeal to the Government of India not to impose commonsyllabus,
cuet, virtual university, BoG, budget cut and blended mode of learning that
are against the common masses of the entire nation.

AIFUCTO hopes that Central Education MinisterDharmendra Pradhan would
ask for discussion with all stakeholders including AIFUCTOto save cam-
pus, save education, save nation.
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The meeting of the Delhi
state council of the Commu-
nist Party of India held on
July 27, 2023 has decided
to build a strong party as
well as to enroll more mem-
bers. The meeting held at
party’s Subzi Mandi Ghanta
Ghar office in North Delhi
was presided over by
Shankarlal, secretariat
member.

State council secretary
Dinesh Varshney reported
about the activities of the
state party. He spoke in
detail on Delhi state flood
relief work undertaken by the
party, daily programmes in
support of wrestlers agita-
tion, ‘BJP Hatao, Desh
Bachao’ national campaign
from April 14 April to May
15 May etc. It was decided
to build a strong party and
to renew party membership

Delhi CPI on Membership Drive
by December 31. 

Party national council

secretary Dr K Narayana
addressing the council re-
ported on the decisions of
the party national council
meeting held from July 14 to

16 in Delhi. He wanted each
party member to enroll one

or more party members. He
urged the council members
to make the state unit and the
mass fronts active and strong.
He added that the Modi

government is only benefiting
the capitalists. 

Party national council
secretary Amarjeet Kaur
while reporting on the recent
national council meeting said
that the party is of the view
that the Russia-Ukraine war
is provoked by NATO na-
tions. Proxy war by them is
fought against Russia. She
added the BJP government
at the Centre is making an
excuse for the steepest price
rise, unemployment, highest
ever fuel prices, other prob-
lems of the people by putting
the cause on the Russia-
Ukraine war. Modi always
diverts people’s attention
from the core problems of the
people by raising communal
issues.

BJP, RSS and the govern-
ment through UCC want to
lead the nation to a communal

divide. This they are doing
for 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions. In the Karnataka
elections, every section of
society defeated the BJP-
RSS communalism and
jumala bazi. Manipur vio-
lence is the brain child of
them. Modi could speak on
Manipur only after 79 days
and that too by diverting the
main issue of Manipur vio-
lence.

She said all CPI com-
rades, left and democratic
parties and forces should
work together so that ‘BJP
Hatao, Desh Bachao’ goals
can be achieved.

She added that the for-
mation of 26 parties front
INDIA is a welcome step to
save India from BJP, RSS
fascistic, communal and
jumla politics.

She explained all national
council decisions in detail.

Rap on the knuckles
It is a matter of shame for the Union government and several state

governments that the Supreme Court has had to remind them of
their ”consistent failure” in the past five years to act against the lynching of
and mob violence against Muslims and marginalised sections by “cow
vigilantes” in particular. Following a petition by the National Federa-
tion of Indian Women highlighting this failure, the Court has asked the
ministry of home affairs, Maharashtra, Odisha, Rajasthan, Bihar, Madhya
Pradesh and Haryana to respond to it. In 2018, the Court, in Tehseen S
Poonawalla vs Union of India, had held that it was the “sacrosanct duty”
of the state to protect the lives of its citizens and that the authorities
have the “principal obligation” to prevent “vigilantism” of any kind…

That lynching, mob violence and “cow vigilantism” — an incorrect
euphemism for criminals engaging in wanton violence against minori-
ties for the purported reason of transporting cattle for slaughter or meat
— still happen since the judgment and little has been done by the Union
government or the states in question, especially in north India, points to
the nonchalance of the governments. It does not take deductive pow-
ers to note that the ideology of the Bharatiya Janata Party at the Centre
and in many of these states that allows for the stereotyping and demonising
of the minorities has also played into this. Besides vigilantism, social
and economic boycott of the minority community have also taken root
in states where they receive political patronage. The Court is right in
issuing orders to agencies of the state in holding them to account for
the non-implementation of the guidelines in the 2018 judgment. How-
ever, it requires no less than concerted civil society action to tackle the
menace of mob violence and “vigilantism” by sensitising people towards
fraternal relations with other communities and avoiding typecasting them
as the “other”. In Tamil Nadu, for example, where, historically, secular
and rational movements were active, such incidents are rare. And if
they do occur, dominant political representatives face outrage from civil
society. Preventing atrocities of the kind that mob violence wreaks on
ordinary citizens cannot be left to just judicial fiat.

Courtesy: The Hindu

Campus unfreedom
The stated vision of South Asian University (SAU) is expansive. Lo-

cated in Delhi, it is sponsored by all eight SAARC nations to “strengthen
regional consciousness” by providing “liberal and humane education to
the brightest and the most dedicated students of South Asia so that a
new class of quality leadership is nurtured”. However, the “undertak-
ing” that SAU expects incoming students to sign undermines its own
promise. It also violates the students “fundamental rights to privacy and
freedom of expression and association.

The “General Declaration” asks students to promise that they will
“neither join in any agitation/ strike for the purpose of forcing the au-
thorities of the University to resolve any problem”, nor will they participate
in any activity which has a tendency to disturb the peace and tranquility
of academic environment of the SAL campus/ or its hostel premises?

It also asks incoming students to declare that they are “not suffering
from any serious/ contagious ailment and/ or any psychiatric/ psycho-
logical disorder.” SAU administration must ask itself: Can “quality
leadership” be created by muzzling students? And at a time when edu-
cational institutions across India and the world are trying to have open
conversations about mental health, should young adults be asked to “de-
clare” their mental health issues? This is violative of the imperative of
confidentiality and privacy when it comes to a citizen’s medical history.

SAU’s undertaking is part of a dismal pattern in several higher edu-
cation institutions across the country. Students are infantilised and there
is an attempt to control and confine them instead of encouraging them
to learn about and experiment with ideas, identities, and politics. And
the university, instead of being a safe space for free speech, is seen as
a battleground. University administrations, public or private, from JNU
to Ashoka University and Hyderabad Central University, among others,
appear to harbour a fear of being challenged by their faculty and stu-
dents. In November last year, SAU suspended or expelled five students
and 15 faculty members for protesting fee hikes. Now, with its repres-
sive General Declaration, it is setting up a stark choice for students: To
receive higher education, they must sacrifice their rights. Such a binary
flies in the face of constitutional values. Unless it wants to let down “the
brightest and most dedicated” young people it purports to serve, SAU
must withdraw this undertaking.

Courtesy:The Indian Express
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Hiroshima and Nagasaki were targets of nuclear
bombing on August6th and 9th1945 respectively. On
the 78th anniversary of these tragedies, we must re-
member the dreadful effects of the incidents that wiped
out two cities, killed over 2 lakh people, and left
mankind to suffer from the effects of radiation for
several decades to come. Those who survived envied
the dead. They suffered both physical and mental
trauma. It was horrifying to watch the images of the
effects of the atomic bombing during my personal visit
to the Peace Museum in Hiroshima.   

It is Imperative to
Abolish Nuke Weapons

Dr  Arun Mitra   

Second World War had
almost ended and it was im-
minent that Japan would not
be able to sustain for more
than a few weeks. There was
no justification for using such
weapons of mass destruc-
tion. But the US wanted to
assert its imperial power. A
secret Manhattan project
was launched to make a
powerful weapon.     

Modern science by then
had given ample knowledge
about the energy produced
as a result of nuclear fission
reactions.  On July 16,
1945, the first atomic bomb
exploded at the Trinity test
site in the desert of New
Mexico. Robert Julio
Oppenheimer was the physi-
cist behind this nuclear
explosion. The explosion
resulted in an unprecedented
release of energy - equiva-
lent to 20,000 tons of TNT
exploding in less than 10
seconds. Even though the
bomb was detonated from
the top of a 30-meter steel
tower, the blast created a
crater over 2 meters deep
and 40 meters wide. All
around the crater, the ground
was covered with a material
never seen before.

The impact was beyond
the assumption of the human
mind. Oppenheimer devel-
oped the bomb, but its further
use was not under his deci-
sion-making. He was a
scientist, who had no con-
trol over the application of
the bomb.  Asshown in a
recent film on him, he later
remarked that the explosion
brought to his mind words
from a religious scripture
saying, “Now I have be-

come Death, the destroyer
of worlds”. This is a lesson
for the scientists that they
should not venture into such

things which could have
harmful applications.    

    It had become clear
that this weapon of mass de-
struction would add to the
arms race. A new study on
the radiation impact of the
first nuclear explosion, says
that the radiation reached 46
states, Canada, and Mexico

within 10 days of detonation.
At present, we have 9
nuclear weapons possess-
ing countries. There are
several more countries that
have the potential to develop
such a device. The total num-
ber of nuclear warheads
present on Earth is estimated
to be 13000.     

 The world is however

now much more informed
about the twin existential
threat due to climate change
and nuclear weapons. A
landmark report, Nuclear
Famine (2022), published by
International Physicians for
the Prevention of Nuclear
War (IPPNW) summarizes

the latest scientific work
which shows that a so-called
“limited” or “regional”
nuclear war would be nei-
ther limited nor regional. ‘A
war that detonated less than
1/20th of the world’s nuclear
weapons, would still crash
the climate, the global food
supply chains, and likely

public order.

Famines and unrest would
kill hundreds of millions,
perhaps even billions. Using
less than three percent of the
world’s nuclear weapons, a
nuclear war between India
and Pakistan could kill up to
every third person on Earth,
with average global tem-
peratures dropping about

1.3 degrees Celsius. A full-
scale nuclear war between
the United States and Rus-
sia would kill an estimated
five billion people worldwide
within two years. This could

be an end to the modern civi-
lization built through
thousands of years of human
labour.    

The findings come at a
time of greatly heightened
tensions among nuclear
states and amid warnings that
we are closer to nuclear war
than we have ever been. The
threat has increased mani-
fold after the war began
between Russia and
Ukraine. The US & NATO’s
explicit involvement shows
their designs to increase their
area of influence. In fact,
after the dissolution of the
Warsaw Pact, the dissolu-
tion of NATO in a similar
manner would have helped
strengthen global peace.   

There are several move-
ments around the globe
working at the international
level as well as national level.
Medical professionals have
united under the banner of
IPPNW to inform the world
about the health impacts of
nuclear weapons. The Inter-
national Campaign to

Abolish Nuclear Weapons
(ICAN) with 650 partner
organizations are working
for lobbying and advocacy.
In fact, it was their intense
work that led to the passing
of the Treaty on the Prohi-
bition of Nuclear Weapons
(TPNW) by the UN General
Assembly in July
2017.  World Peace Coun-
cil and Pugwash are also
working on this. Interna-
tional Anti-Nuclear
Movement “Nevada-
Semey” is highlighting jointly
the impact of nuclear deto-
nations with the aim to
promote the rapprochement
of cultures, the practical
implementation of ideas of
peace, and the emergence of
global consciousness under
the leadership of
SuleimenovOlzhas.  

It is time that mankind
must unite to not let the
events take shape into a
catastrophe. That nuclear
weapons serve as deterrent
is a myth that needs to be
broken. Even if the countries
decide not to use these
weapons, any technology
issue could play havoc.
Moreover, the expenditure
on their production, putting
them on alert and their main-
tenance is costing our
resources which could have
otherwise been used for
health, education, and other
social needs

All these movements
have one common goal, to
make the world free of
nuclear weapons. The
TPNW is the hope which
should be fulfilled collec-
tively. India has been the
harbinger of the peace
movement under the banner
of the Non-Aligned Move-
ment (NAM). We must again
rise to our historical role in
bringing peace and harmony.
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Reacting to minister of
state for home affairs
NityanandRai’s written re-
ply, CPI national council
secretary BinoyViswam MP
said that despite the coun-
try witnessing an
unprecedented number of
people being accused of
spying and espionage by
Indian security agencies, the
home ministry has no con-
clusive data on the subject.
Several cases of espionage
were reported in the media

No Conclusive Data on Arrests for Spying
recently implicating officials
in high positions. Many ac-
tivists were also allegedly
targeted under the Official
Secrets Act for asking dif-
ficult questions to the
government.

In reply to the question
raised by BinoyViswam, the
minister said in a written reply
that out of the 136 people
arrested under the Official
Secrets Act during the three-
year period between 2019
and 2021, only two persons

have been convicted. The
conviction rate for Official
Secrets Act during 2019-21
is merely one per cent. For
a government that leaves no
opportunity in thumping its
chest on national security, the
extremely low number of
convictions exposes the re-
ality behind the
government’s loud rhetoric.
The reply also said that 155
cases have been pending
trial, as the number of cases
pending trial has been on a
consistent rise since 2019.

While the question posed

by BinoyViswam was about
casesregistered and arrests
made by central investiga-
tive agencies, the minister
made no mention of it and
provided data available with
the National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB). The min-
istry also kept silent on the
query about the longest
pending trial for espionage
under the Official Secrets
Act.

“The reality is that the
government’s record on

national security is ex-
ecrable. Several cases of

espionage, honey trap, and

compromised officials have

come to light but no actions

are carried out. Laws con-

cerning national security are

being squandered to

antagonizeactivists. The truth

is out in courts where the

government could get a con-
viction in only one per cent
of the total cases.”
BinoyViswam said.

Communist Party of In-
dia (CPI) Manipur state
council organized a massive
rally at Imphal near the state
legislative assembly gate
demanding the commence-
ment oftheassembly session
for discussing and resolving
the Manipur crisis immedi-
ately.

The protest in which hun-
dreds of people took part

CPI Storms Manipur Legislative Assembly
was held near the legislative

assembly. Also a demonstra-

tion was held near the bust

of JananetaHijamIrawat,the

founding leader of party in

Manipur at

LilasingKhongnangkhong,

Thangmeiband on Manipur

Day , July 25, 2023. Many

comrades staged a sit-in-

protest at YumjaoLairembi
community hall. Speaking on
the sidelines, CPI state coun-
cil secretary

LeishangthemThoiren in-
formed that the prevailing
situation in Manipur was
deliberated in detail during
the CPI national council
meeting held in Delhi from
July 14 to 16. A decision was
also taken during the meet-
ing to carry out the solidarity
day on July 25 for the res-
toration of peace in Manipur.
He then said that convening
the assembly could help in
solving the issue and urged
the government to take req-
uisite steps in this regard.

CPI state council assis-
tant secretary M.
JoykumarLuwangsaid that
the Manipur Solidarity Day

was observed by the party
in various states across the
country, including at
Guwahati Rajgar Road,
Silchar, Bhubaneshwar,
Odissa, and in other state
capitals and district head-
quarters.

CPI Manipur state coun-
cil is planning for strong
protests against the double-
engine BJP governments for
their deliberate
inactioninsolving the crisis
and ethnic violence occur-
ring in the state for three
months.More than 150
people were killed, 500
were injured, 4000 houses
were burned down and

nearly 60,000 people be-
came homeless due to the

violence. Former Secretary

L. Sotin Kumar and many

otherleaders were present in

the demonstration.

The police used tear gas

and other repressive mea-

sures against the rallies. In

many instances CPI com-

rades confronted police and

there were issues of physi-

cal violence from the side of

the police. The efforts of the
police to suppress the dem-

onstrations went in vain in

front of the strong resistance
from the side of party cad-
res.

Joy Kumar

New Age Weekly
Ajoy Bhavan, 15, Com. Indrajit
Gupta Marg New Delhi-110 002

Single Copy Rs.    7
Annual Subs. Rs.     350
Three years Rs.   1,000
Agency deposit Rs.  70 per copy

Name of Account: New Age Weekly
Bank – CANARA BANK
Branch – I.P. Estate,
New Delhi – 110002
Current Account
No.: - 90171010000130
IFSC Code – CNRB0019017

NB: After remitting the amount in banks,
please inform us the details by post or
e-mail to: newagemukti@gmail.com



New Age Weekly

7August 06–12, 2023

STUDY &
STRUGGLE

The newly released
workload norms by Delhi
University have triggered
concerns over “dilution” in
the quality of education imparted
to students, as the crumbling
infrastructure does not have
the capacity to bear
the increased load, accord-
ing to teachers.

According to
the notification released by
University of Delhi, the new
classroom size for under-
graduate courses shall
consist of 60
s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  2 0
students each for tutorials
and practical, respectively.

For post-graduate
courses, 50 students can
attend the lectures while
minimum 20 students are to
be allowed for practical and
tutorials. The General Elec-
tive Courses, Skill
Enhancement Course and
Value Addition courses can
be taught to groups of 20 to
60 students. The notification
further added that in under-
graduate courses, minimum
students for any course shall
be 20. In case, adequate stu-
dents are not
available, the cluster of col-
leges shall be used
for the teaching and learning
process.

Cluster colleges are those
centres where students can
study their options if their
choice is not available in their
own institutions.

However, the new re-
gime has been heavily
criticised by students bod-
ies, too, who alleged that it
will unnecessarily increase
the travel time.

The new workload
norms have come under fire
from teachers who said that
students from Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled
Tribes (SC/ST) and other

DU New Workload Norms to Hit
SC, ST Students the Most

marginalised communities
will suffer the most
a n d  t h e  c h a n c e s
of them dropping out are
likely to further increase.

So far teachers could
take care of students from
marginalised communities
because the tutorial class
size was limited to 10 stu-
dents.

The students would go to
teachers with specific ques-
tions and they could address
them. How are
teacherssupposed to

g i v e  t h e m  t i m e
when the university is
prescribing a minimum class
size for tutorial and practi-
cal to 20. The students who
could think of better lives
after formal education in
colleges will feel betrayed.

The students teacher
ratio that was earlier pre-
scribed by former education
policies at 1:18 has been re-
vised at 1:30 under the
New Education Policy 
(NEP). Further the class size
of honours courses has
changed from 40 in choice-
based credit system to 60 in
Undergraduate Curriculum
Framework in NEP.

Changes have taken
place without any academic
debate or discussion and are
being imposed by
the university administration
with scant regard for any
academic merit. Moreover

they are being done through
notifications by the Registrar
instead of being approved
by the relevant statutory
bodies, ie, the Academic and
the Executive Council.

The University Grants
Commission has neither al-
located funds nor new
teachers for
EWS (economically weaker
sections) quota implemen-
tation. In this situation,
swollen classes will be a
matter of concern.

Many colleges where stu-

dents cannot take practical
and tutorials in one go. Ad-
ditionally, what skills can be
imparted if the SEC and
VAC papers, which are lab
and tutorial-oriented, are to
be taught to a class of 60
students.

The number of teachers
who would have come un-
der EWS expansion
 has simply gone. The stu-
dents studying their masters
and PhD in DU and other
central universities will sim-
ply have very few
opportunities to pursue their
careers and head to private
universities unfortunately.

Condemnation for the
new norms also poured in.
The notification for class/
tutorial/practical batch
size was a step toward ru-
ining the academic and
teaching learning process in
university. Indirectly and

slowly, the university is
moving toward online mode
of teaching. This is a clear
reflection of less funding
by the Central government
and in conjunction with
policy of NEP 2020.

On the one hand, NEP
provides diversity in paper
selection/choice but at the
same time it has restricted
the choice. For instance,
if the students’ strength is
less than 20 in a course, then
they will visit cluster centres,
and this will directly fluctu-
ate the workload of any
department in a college.

The real impact of these
changes would be on col-
leges located in far-flung
places. It may be easier for
students to commute within
North and South Campuses
because they are closely
located. Are the policy mak-
ers aware that students
already travel up to 20 km
to pursue their studies
and their hopes for educa-
tion would simply be hit
when they are told to sit in
overcrowded lectures and
tutorials.

The NRF Bill is a
threat to publicly

funded science
The NRF Bill,  2023

seeks to replace the publicly
funded mechanism of re-
search support to the
scientific community through
the Science and Engineering
Board Act, 2008 with a
mechanism expected to be
largely directed by the funds
available through corporate
sector and philanthropic
foundations.

The National Research
Foundation (NRF) Bill,
2023 has been approved by
the Cabinet for introduction
in the monsoon session of the
Parliament. It has been
largely welcome with some
critical comments also
emerging from the research
community. The architects
of the NRF Bill have claimed
that the NRF emulates the

model of National Science
Foundation of United States.
Although an in-depth scru-
tiny of the NRF Bill 2023 will
have to wait, what is certain
is that the proposed model
of NRF does not address the
challenges faced by the In-
dian scientific community. In
fact, this Bill has a design
which is potentially capable
of making the future of In-
dian science and higher
education only more vulner-
able and will allow the foreign
donors, corporate philan-
thropists and domestic big
business to capture the re-
search directions.

NRF-funded research
will be opening new doors
for corporates to establish
merchants of doubt to
delegitimise publicly funded
science. The corporates
would leverage the NRF to
become the guardians of
reason. The NRF projects
will offer legitimacy to the
evidence building for the
creation of markets for their
brave technological solu-
tions to the problems of
Indian poverty and
sustainability. The NRF Bill,
2023 seeks to replace the
publicly funded mechanism
of research support to the
scientific community through
the Science and Engineering
Board (SERB) Act, 2008
with a mechanism expected
to be largely directed by the
funds available through cor-
porate sector and
philanthropic foundations.
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Kamala Mukherjee (Chatterjee) was
born on May 24, 1913 in a village of
Howrah district, the then undivided Ben-
gal. Her father ShPramathnath Chatterjee
was a follower of ShivnathShastri, a pro-
tagonist of BrahmoSamaj. He was also
sympathetic to the revolutionary move-
ment. That was the time of Bengal
Partition (1905-11).

Her father worked as a forest officer, was
sacked and then joined as a Physical Instruc-
tor in Brahmo Boys School. He was arrested
several times for revolutionary activities.
He was in prison when Kamala was born.
When she was just 3 months old, he fled to
Germany and joined MN Roy. He died there
in 1917.

Kamala was the youngest among two
sisters and a brother. The family was left
shelter-less after father left for abroad. So,
some revolutionary sympathisers supported
them. Kamala’s mother took up a teaching
job in a school in Mymensingh, bringing up
her three children. Her father had left a
diary, which described various places in In-
dia. He liked Rajasthan very much, and
wished in the diary that his children should
visit Rajasthan. Therefore, one of the broth-
ers of Kamala left for that area at an early
age.

They lived near Damodarriver, which got
flooded every year. In 1916 also the floods
came in the river.They were surrounded by
water and somehow they managed to go to
the third story of a house, and were saved.
They were trapped there for a long time.
Relief workers rescued them. A woman
relief worker, herself a Brahmo, took pity
on them and took them to Mymensingh in
1917. Kamala’s mother took up the teach-
ing job here in a school.

Maharaja of Mymensingh was a patriotic
person. Lot of social and educational re-
forms were carried out in the district. There
were several schools, hospitals, and col-
leges that he helped to open.

Kamala was educated in
MymensinghVidyamayee School, received
scholarship, and continued her education
up to college level. They wore coarse
clothes. Mymensingh was a hotbed of revo-
lutionary activities. She came to know of
Sister Nivedita, Aurobindo and BaghaJatin,
who all visited the place. Famous revolu-
tionary Surendra Mohan Ghosh became her
leader.

Kamala Mukherjee: From Jugantar to CPI
Kamala’s brother Amarendu Chatterjee

went to Rajasthan first, as per the wishes
of their father as expressed in his diary,
which he read only in 1919. He came back
and joined the non-cooperation movement.
He studied in City School started by Anand
Mohan and then in the National School. He
was severely beaten by the Police during the
movement. He shunned all the luxuries of
life, and quietly left the family. He died
when 16 years old.

Her elder sister Tapasi Chatterjee was a
brilliant student, imbued with patriotism.

She was more attracted to the philosophy
of Swami Vivekanand.

‘Simon Commission, Go Back!’

‘Simon Commission, Go Back!’ agitation
engulfed Calcutta in 1928. Kamala’s  sis-
ter wrote back from Calcutta not to keep
quiet. So, Kamala and her friends decided
to go on strike. The girls in the hostel and
others organized it, 75 in all. Kamala was
in Class Ten. The school principal threat-
ened rustication, displaying government
orders. All this went for several days, and
nobody except two or three surrendered.
After sometime the rustication was with-
drawn and the struggle ended in victory. It
was her first victory, and she was very much
encouraged by it.

Some of the teachers were very patriotic.
Encouraged by them, the Girls’ Guide Or-
ganization never sang the anthem ‘God Save
the King’. Instead they sang ‘God Kill the
King’!

Kamala joined the Scottish Church Col-
lege in Calcutta after passing her Matric in

1929. It was a co-educational college, which
broadened her vision.

In revolutionary movement
Kamala joined the civil disobedience

movement in 1930. She recruited almost
all the girls in her college as volunteers.
They sold the illegal salt also. She and other
girls recruited almost everybody, all girls.
Jugantar leaders came from Mymensingh,
and Kamala did lot of work for them. SM
Ghosh was among the top Jugantar leaders.
He was also the secretary of Bengal Con-
gress. She also worked actively for the
Congress. They visited every house and
propagated khadi, and helped those injured
in police atrocities.

So, she worked both openly as well as un-
derground.

In the meantime, she got introduced to
KalpanaDutt, SuhasiniGanguli and other
revolutionaries. PritilataWaddedar was in
the same college, a year senior and resid-
ing in the same hostel. They and Bethune
College girls were very active in bomb-
making and other activities. Kalpana and
Pritilata carried ingredients of a bomb from
the college.

All these girls including Kamala worked
practically 24 hours. They were greatly
influenced by the Irish revolution, the Sinn
Fein Movement, Swami Vivekanand’s works,
Bankim Chatterjee, Dan Breen, Mazzini,
Garibaldi, and also the Russian revolution.

Kalpana wrote to her colleagues from
Chittagong in 1930 to procure chemicals
to make bombs. They also planned to res-
cue the prisoners of Chittagong Armoury
Raid from the jail. But the plan got leaked
in the course of the preparations, and there
were arrests all over Bengal.

Murder of Comilla magistrate
The Comilla magistrate was murdered in

December 1931 by Shanti and Suniti. It was
Shanti who shot him. Kamala was arrested
along with six others: Indumati Singh, Leela
Nag, SuhasiniGanguly and 3 others. They
were first put in Suri Jail, and six months
later were shifted to Hijli Jail. The number
of women prisoners rose to from 7 to 23.
Suhasini was beaten up and even given elec-
tric shocks in the Chandernagore PS.
Kamala, though not harassed physically, was
troubled in various other ways.

When Gandhiji came to visit the prison-
ers, it was KalpanaDutt, who met him on
behalf of them.
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Joining CPI
In Hijli Jail, Kamala came to know

AshalataSen and MatanginiHajra. After their
release, many members of the Jugantar Party
joined the CPI. Kamala joined in 1938 af-
ter LatikaSen joined the party; she had to
wait one full year, as party membership was
not easy those days.

Both Jugantar and Anushilan parties also
collaborated with the Burmese Communist
Party. Its leader Aung San came to attend
the Ramgarh Congress session, 1940. He
met many Congress and Communist lead-
ers. Subhash Chandra Bose and Aung San
were close friends. Later, the British handed
over power to him. Kamala watched all these
events with great interest and learned much.

Kamala was critical of the Stalin-Hitler
Pact of August 1939, and also the way the
policy of the People’s War was practiced.
This led to certain isolation from the people.
She felt that the party should have laid
greater emphasis on the national side of the
question during the WW II.

She opined that if the National Congress
had permitted the coalition with
FazlulHaque’sKrishakPraja Party, Muslim
League could have been kept at bay, land dis-
tribution could have taken place and many
communal troubles could have been
avoided. There was a class angle too in all
these events, she thought.

MahilaAtma-Raksha

Samiti (MARS)
Kamala participated in the founding of

MahilaSangh of the Congress, along with
Leela Roy, Bina Das, Kamala Dasgupta and
others. This was the first attempt at build-
ing a united women’s organization in Bengal.
It began to publish a journal called ‘Mandira’,
with Kamala Chatterjee as its editor. Later,
she left the post as anti-Communist feel-
ings began to rise.

She also took part in the street-corner
meetings in Calcutta.

Kamala was arrested at the start of the
1942 movement. After her release, she took
part in the formation of
MahilaAtmaRakshaSamiti(MARS) or
Women’s Self-protection Society or
League. In April 1942, some of the active
women came together. Among them were:
RenuChakravartty, Ela Reid,
ManikuntalaSen and Kamala Chatterjee. It
was decided to organize MARS. It started
functioning from the house of Ela Reid. It
was the time that Women’s Emergency Vol-
unteers was also formed with Pamela

Bankart as secretary; the two organizations
worked together. In fact, The MARS was
founded on May 7-8, 1943. It became very
popular, and did lot of work for the protec-
tion of women during the WW II.

Chittagong and other places were
bombed by the Japanese, and still others were
in danger. The MARS and others worked
hard to organize squads for arms, defense,
food, relief etc. A large number of
‘baithaks’ (small meetings) were organized.
It soon became a big organization of 22000
members.

Kamala became part of the relief kitch-
ens for the famine-stricken people,
particularly the women in Calcutta. Kamala,
along with Sita Chaudhary, Brahmakumari
Roy and others began to build a shelter home
for the destitutewomen. Out of this effort
emerged NariSevaSangh, which continued
to exist as a rehabilitation centre.

The second conference of MARS was
held in Barisal in May 1944. Kamala
Chatterjee placed the report of All India
MARS.

Marriage
Kamala got married to DrNirad Prasad

Mukherjee in 1944. He was secretary to
Maulana Azad. He was dismissed during the
‘BTR Period’. The day after their marriage,
Kamala gave away all her ornaments to the
Communist Party.

The MARS was banned in 1949. Many
women leaders went underground. Kamala
was arrested. She was in prison for almost
3 years, along with her 4-year old son
Abhijit. Bani Dasgupta and many others too
were there. Kamala did not agree with the
BTR Line. She said, the party suffered much.

Foundation of NFIW
Earlier, the All India Women’s Confer-

ence or the AIWC was the largest joint
organization of women. Communists and
other trends worked within it, particularly
before the freedom of the country. There
were many joint actions. For example, on
the question of Hindu Code Bill, a national

 Biographies of
Communist Leaders–91

Anil Rajimwale

campaign was launched in early 1940s.
Under pressure, a Committee headed by BN
Rau toured the country extensively and
suggested many progressive steps. It made
its recommendations in 1943. Its draft Code
was widely supported by the MARS and
other women’s organizations. Thousands of
signatures were collected.

Gradually however, political differences
grew within the AIWC. After independence,
it moved closer to the government. Toiling
Women’s Convention took place in 1948
in Calcutta. An all India meeting of Women
Communists in 1952 underlined the need
to form a new women’s organization.

In all this process Kamala Mukherjee
(Chatterjee) played an important role. On
June 4, 1954, 600 women from 39 women’s
organizations gathered in Calcutta Univer-
sity Hall to discuss the issue. A reception
committee had already been formed. It was
at this conference that the National Federa-
tion of Indian Women (NFIW) was founded.
Kamala Mukherjee was among the founders
of the NFIW. She participated in the draft-
ing of its Constitution.

The West Bengal MahilaSamiti got split
in 1970. A section went away with the CPM-
led women’s organization. Kamala remained
with the parent organization, and worked to
strengthen it. MahilaSamiti brought out a
journal titled ‘ChalarPathe’. Its editor was
Kamala Mukherjee. She was also in the
forefront of all the major struggles fought
by women.

She was later associated with many so-
cial organizations. She did not always agree
and reconcile with party’s policies and
methods of functioning.

She also became passionate about moun-
taineering and travelled extensively in the
Himalayas. She worked till the end of her
life in the NFIW.

Kamala Mukherjee (Chatterjee) passed
away on May 1, 2005.
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Manufacturing sector
activities in India moderated
for the second straight
month in July as rates of
expansion in output and new
orders eased slightly, a
monthly survey said on Au-
gust 1, 2023. The seasonally
adjusted S&P Global India
Manufacturing Purchasing
Managers’ Index (PMI)
eased to 57.7 in July from
57.8 in June. Despite the fall,
the Indian manufacturing
sector maintained strong
growth momentum at the start
of the third quarter amid
ongoing buoyant demand,
the survey said.

The July PMI data
pointed to an improvement
in overall operating condi-
tions for the 25th straight
month. In PMI parlance, a

India’s Manufacturing Sector Activity Falls for 2nd Month
print above 50 means ex-
pansion while a score below
50 indicates contraction.
“The Indian manufacturing
sector showed little sign of
losing growth momentum in
July as production lines con-
tinued to motor on the back
of strong new order growth,”
said Andrew Harker, Eco-
nomics Director at S&P
Global Market Intelligence.

Rates of expansion in
output and new orders were
only marginally softer than
in June, with firms expand-
ing their employment and
purchasing activity accord-
ingly, the survey said.
“Pressure continued to come
on capacity, prompting firms
to expand employment sol-
idly again, a trend that is likely
to continue in the months

ahead should demand re-
main strong,” Harker said.

Harker added that “all in
all, the Indian manufactur-
ing sector has maintained its
position as one of the star
performers globally, buck-
ing the trend of demand
weakness seen in other parts
of the world.” According to
the survey, reports of de-
mand improvements were
widespread and resulted in
another marked expansion
of new orders in the sector.
Growth in new export busi-
ness picked up to the fastest
since last November.

Respondents noted in-
crease in new orders from
customers in the US and
neighbouring countries such
as Bangladesh and Nepal, it
said. Firms responded to

greater workloads by tak-
ing on extra staff. The solid
pace of job creation was
broadly in line with those
seen in May and June. On the
inflation front, cost inflation-
ary pressures remained
relatively muted.

The rate of input cost in-
flation accelerated to a
nine-month high in July. Pan-
elists reported higher costs
for raw materials, in particu-
lar cotton. These higher
prices for raw materials, plus
rising labour costs, led firms
to increase their selling
prices, the survey said, add-
ing that the rate of inflation
was solid, but eased to a
three-month low.

Firms generally expect
demand to remain elevated
over the coming year, sup-

porting projections for

growth of production.” Con-

fidence was slightly lower

than that seen in June, but

remained above the series

average. Around 32 per cent

of respondents predicted a

rise in output, with just two

per cent pessimistic,” the

survey said.

The S&P Global India

Manufacturing PMI is com-

piled by S&P Global from

responses to questionnaires

sent to purchasing manag-

ers in a panel of around 400

manufacturers. The panel is

stratified by detailed sector

and company workforce

size, based on contributions

to GDP. Data collection

began in March 2005.

The following is the
text of the letter written
by AIBEA general secre-
tary C H Venkatachalam
to Union finance minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman
urging her to urgently fill
up vacancies in banks:

You are well aware that

banks in general and Public

Sector Banks in particular

are playing a pivotal role in

broad-based economic de-

velopment of our country in

multiple and varied ways.

Banks are also serving more

than 100 crores of custom-

ers. Especially after

nationalisation of banks,

these banks have trans-

formed phenomenally

through proliferation of

branches throughout the

country including in very

remote rural areas and hith-

erto unbanked villages and

in reaching the masses and

common people. In

mobilising the precious sav-
ings of the people and
extending credit to the needy
segments, these banks have

Fill Up Vacancies in Bank Branches: AIBEA
performed an exceptional
role with utmost social ori-
entation.

All these patriotic roles to
subserve national objectives
have been undertaken by the
banks only because of the

dedicated customer services
being rendered by the em-
ployees of these banks.
Given the type and range of
clientele served by the
banks, provision of adequate

number of staff in the
branches is critical and crucial
for the effective and satisfac-
tory services to be rendered
to the banking public at large.

We are conscious that
over the years, alternative

delivery channels have
evolved including technol-
ogy based and digitalised
banking transactions. But
these are more supplemen-
tal in nature and the need for
adequate manpower in the
banks cannot be under-
mined or dented.

When everyone — gov-
ernment, RBI, bank
managements, banking pub-

lic — expects and demands
best customer services, we
find that due to acute short-
age of staff in the branches
and non-provision of ad-
equate staff,  existing
employees are unable to
cope up and invariably the
quality of customer service
suffers. The only way to
ensure best customer service
is to provide needed staff in
the branches.

But we observe that in the
recent years, there is a dis-
turbing trend in the banks in
as much as that the intake of
clerical staff by the banks
have drastically come down.
Year after year, banks have
reduced the number of cleri-
cal staff to be recruited and
lesser and lesser Indents are
placed with the Institute of
Banking Personnel Selec-
tion. Some of the banks do
not place any Indent at all.
To quote the current ex-
ample, only five banks have
placed their Indent with
IBPS for recruitment of
4,045 clerical staff for the
year 2024-25. Remaining

public sector banks have not
placed any Indent at all.
Consequently the number of
staff in the branches has
come down considerably
resulting in undue workload
on the staff.

In addition to reduction
in number of clerical staff due
to lack of adequate recruit-
ments, we observe that the
banks have not been filling
up the vacancies of subor-
dinate staff and part-time
house-keeping staff/ safai
karmachari employees.
These segments of employ-
ees are equally vital and
important part of the man-
power in the banks in
extending proper customer
services. Satisfactory cus-
tomer services and proper
functioning of the bank
branches is incomplete with-
out them. But banks have
been extremely parsimoni-
ous and miserly in
recruitment of subordinate
staff and part time staff.
Without exaggeration we
can state that banks are
deliberately avoiding re-

cruitment of these categories
of staff.

To add salt to the wound,
we reliably learn that some
instructions have been given
by the ministry of finance,
government of India to the
banks not to fill up these
posts through regular em-
ployment of permanent staff,

particularly the part time
employees and house-keep-
ing staff. On this premises,
bank managements are not
willing to recruit staff to fill
up these vacancies.

In view of this, banks are
engaging staff on temporary,

casual and ad hoc basis
which in due course would
entangle the banks into a lot
of litigations and legal com-
plications.

Hence, in the interest of
the banks, these instructions

not to fill up these vacancies
through regular recruitment
need to be withdrawn. We
request you intervene in the
matter and advice the banks
suitably to provide adequate
staff in the bank branches.
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The shattering of the MSME sector which was
caused due to Demonetization in 2016 continues
despite the proclaimed packages and claims. The
demolishing of the MSME sector was further ex-
acerbated by the GST reforms of 2017 and the
unscientific, unprepared lockdown in 2020. Thou-
sands of MSMEs were forced to shut down,
rendering most of them unviable, and most are still
struggling to survive. Lakhs of jobs were destroyed,
and the era of joblessness that began in 2016 con-
tinues with record unemployment rates that reached
8.4 percent in July 2023.

MSME Sector Trails
Despite Tall Claims

Dr Gyan Pathak

The MSME sector in In-
dia has been a critical sector
of the Indian economy, but
it has undergone an unprec-
edented level of apathy from
the government under Modi
since 2014. The most shock-
ing fact is that after the 73rd

round survey conducted by
NSS on MSME, the gov-
ernment has not collected
any data about the sector.
The union government still
relies on the older data for
the present scenario assess-
ments.

There were about 6.33
crore MSMEs in the coun-
try in 2015-16, but as on July
26, 2023, a total of only 2.09
crore MSMEs were regis-
tered on Udyam Portal
which included Udyam As-
sist Platform (UAP). Out of
them, 2.02 crore are micro,
5.6 lakhs are small, and
52,821 are medium enter-
prises. They all together
have employed 12.57 crore
people. There is no official
answer to the question about
the disappearance of the
4.24 crore MSMEs.

Analyzing the employ-
ment figures, there was only
about 1.27 crore addition in
the MSME sector in the last
eight years since 2015,
which is a pittance com-
pared to the 2-crore people
entering every year in the
Indian job market. Since
government support are
available chiefly to the
MSMEs on record, it can be
concluded that over 4.24
crore MSMEs are either no
more extant or have no ac-

cess to the government’s
various measures to support
the sector, such as provid-
ing collateral-free loans,
credit guarantees, subsidies,
tax relief, moratoriums, and
incentive.  As per the 2015-
16 data, there were 6.30
crore micro, 3.31 lakh small,
and 5 thousand medium en-

terprises in the country, but
now the registered enter-
prises in these categories are
2.02 crore, 5.6 lakh small,
and 52,821 respectively.
This data reveals that about
4.28 crore micro enterprises
just vanished.

The alteration made by
the government in defining
MSMEs is the tactic that has
helped them in masking the
crisis. The union government
increased the volume of in-
vestments that can be made
into the enterprises. Due to
this, even the big companies
were accommodated to the
list of medium-sized enter-
prises. This in terms of

statistics showed a swelling
in the number of medium en-
terprises and the big
companies extracted the
government packages and
assistance provided to me-
dium enterprises. The
changed definition also in-
cluded businesses into
enterprise categories of
MSMEs only to increase
their number since most of
them had already vanished
by 2020. Thus, the real ben-
eficiaries were pushed
beneath the margins.

Let us take the example

of the Mudra loan, which is
intended to be given to mi-
cro-enterprises. The
Pradhan Mantri Mudra
Yojana (PMMY) was
launched on April 8, 2015,
for providing loans up to
Rs10lakh to non-corporate,
non-farm small and micro
enterprises. Since its launch,
only about 24 lakh crore
loans were given. Loans up
to Rs 50,000, 5 lakh, and 10
lakh were categorized as
Shishu, Kishore, and Tarun
respectively. These were
announced collateral free.
However, the minimum in-
terest rates were charged up
to 12 percent per annum, a
processing fee of 0.5 per-

cent on Tarun loans, and GST
was also charged.

Altogether, it was too
costly for the poor bor-
rower. In practice, there is
a much worse condition.
Officials were given a free
hand on charging interest
rates which varied accord-
ing to borrowers which gave
rise to corruption. Borrow-
ers were even enforced to
give bank charges which

they were informed that it
would go to the government.

Modi government has
launched numerous pro-
grams to help MSMEs in the
country but all of them only
have propaganda value and
are contributing only a little
on the ground. The Finan-
cial Stability Report of RBI
released in June 2023 says
that credit to the MSME
sector grew in the range of
13.8-18.9 percent y-o-y
during 2022-23 while admit-
ting that the GNPA ratio for
advances below 25 crore is
particularly vulnerable to
slippage.  If it is so, it is a
matter for serious concern.

The reasons must be ascer-
tained and the borrowers
must be given expertise by
the government to survive.

Separately Managed
Accounts (SMA) went
down from 11 percent in
March 2022 to 8.6 percent
in March 2023, which is an
additional concern. Perfor-
mance under the Emergency
Credit Line Guarantee
Scheme (ECLGS) which
expired on March 31, 2023,
has been worse. Modi gov-
ernment had announced 5
lakh crore and disbursed
only Rs 3.65 lakh crore from
the total sanctioned amount
of Rs 3.73 lakh crore. RBI
report says that the total
disbursal by Scheduled
Commercial Banks (SCB)
was Rs 2.91 lakh crore. It
goes without saying that the
performance of the public
sector banks has been very
dismal.

MSMEs need help be-
yond loans and must include
expertise in planning, imple-
mentation, production, and
marketing which are not
being provided to them re-
sulting in poor performance
of the enterprises. RBI re-
port says that an analysis of
borrowers availing ECLGS
indicates that one-sixth of
accounts and one-twentieth
of the amount disbursed
turned non-performing.
Overall delinquency in the
microfinance segment, mea-
sured in terms of 90+ days
past due, in SCB, is still at
elevated levels with a sev-
enth of the portfolio under
stress. Under these circum-
stances, MSMEs need
special attention, and the
Modi government must re-
visit its policies to revamp to
enable them not only to sur-
vive but also thrive.
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but such an alliance also
counters the majoritarian
agenda of the BJP by be-
coming the voice of all
sections of society by pro-
viding an alternative agenda.
Constituents of such a bloc,
it must be underlined here,
must remain accommodative
to each other to foster bet-
ter understanding and
enhanced mutual trust. The
strong common resolve that
has emerged at national level
is to defeat BJP and to save
the nation. The specifics
need to be worked out at
state level to ensure this. The
Indian National Congress,
being the largest pan Indian
constituent of the bloc holds
special responsibility in this
regard.

To these ends, a meeting
was held in Patna in June
which was attended by lead-
ers of 15 political parties
where it was agreed upon to
unite the opposition parties
under one umbrella to up-
hold the Constitution,
secularism and social justice
by defeating the BJP. In the
next meeting at Bangalore,

The Idea of INDIA...

All India Working
Women Forum (AIWWF)
of AITUC expresses its pro-
found condemnation at the
barbaric acts of violence and
atrocities on women in the
violence-torn Manipur. In-
stances of women stripped
naked, brutally assaulted,
raped and paraded nude are
blood curdling, horrific, bru-
tal, sadistic, terrifying,
shocking, all at once. More
petrifying is the loud silence
and the apathy of the
‘double engine’ BJP govern-
ment at the Centre and state.
It is a shame that the Prime
Minister is forced to break
his silence after the interven-

PM Must Apologize for Atrocities
on Manipur Women: AIWWF

tion of the Supreme Court.
Golden silence broke for 20
seconds on the worst
crime.   

The world watches with
utter stupefaction of the bru-
tality carried out in the open.
Stunning and spine-chilling
events unravel after more
than 70 days after the FIR
was registered. Many more
instances of barbaric vio-
lence against women are
reported to have happened
every day since May 4.  It
is a shame that both the state

government and the Modi
led Central government
claim cluelessness. This is
criminal ignorance, incred-
ible nescience. All India
Working Women Forum of
AITUC in unequivocal terms
castigates the Modi govern-
ment for the loss of lives in
Manipur and the shame be-
fallen on the nation through
the barbaric acts of violence
on women. AIWWF-
AITUC censures the Modi
government for bringing dis-
grace to the nation.
AIWWF-AITUC demands
an explanation and uncon-
ditional apology of the Prime
Minister to the women of
India.

The cheap and surrepti-
tious ploy of BJP to create
castiest and communal di-
vide in Manipur to reap
political dividends has taken
hundreds of lives and dis-
graced the women. India
hangs its head down in
shame, yet again.  

Violence against women
and murdering the family
seeking justice is seen as a
pattern after BJP came to
power. Key witnesses go
missing, found dead or turn
hostile has become the norm.
Victims and witnesses are
left with dealing host of false
charges. Unnao rape case
and elimination of the victim’s
father for seeking justice was
done to protect the rapist
Kuldip Singh Sengar BJP
MLA. In Hathras a 19-year-
old girl from dalit community

was raped and killed by the
local leaders of BJP. But
FIRs were registered with
several charges on those who
supported the victims. Inhu-
man act in the name of
communal hatred petrified
the world when the eight-
year-old AsifaBano was
abducted, drugged, raped
and murdered in Kathua.
What was more shocking
here was that two ministers
from BJP had attended the
rally in support of the alleged
murderers. Kathua, Unnao,
Hathras were a few in-
stances that tormented the
Indian psyche in shame but
had left the Prime Minister
unmoved and unperturbed. 

Remission of life sen-
tence granted to rapists of
BilkisBano and shielding
BrijBhushan Saran Singh,

VahidhaNizam

quite a distance was covered
as it was attended by 26
political parties. It was de-
cided to name the united bloc
as Indian National Develop-
mental Inclusive Alliance that
is INDIA.

The unity exercise mak-
ing the BJP wary was
evident when Prime Minis-
ter NarendraModi decided
to call a meeting of the de-
funct National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) the same
day INDIA parties met at
Bangalore. The party which
was thumping ‘EkAkela
Sab Par Bhaari’ had to join
forces with no less than 37
political parties just by the
emergence of unity among
secular democratic forces.
That itself shows the pivotal
importance of unity and the
cracks it creates in RSS-
BJP’s Hindutvacronyism
agenda.

The forces that have
formed INDIA have the rich
legacy of liberating the coun-
try from British colonialism.
These forces have heralded
the public sector and made
our country self-reliant. In
the fight against social dis-
crimination, linguistic
chauvinism and anti-federal

politics, the forces which are
part of INDIA have played
leading roles. These forces
have the trust of the work-
ers, farmers, students and
youth of the country. In his
desperation, the Prime Min-
ister compared the alliance
to the East India Company.
He must be reminded of el-
ementary history of both the
Left and patriotic forces and
his own organization, the
RSS. Patriotic forces sac-
rificed their blood, sweat and
youth to liberate the coun-
try from British clutches. The
steadfastly loyal RSS was
pleasing their masters by
opposing the freedom move-
ment.

Leaders of our freedom
movement envisaged a
strong, inclusive and harmo-
nious country. Justice —
social, economic and politi-
cal — was to be its
foundation. The RSS stands
opposite to this idea by pro-
moting communal divides,
caste hierarchies and
gendered repression. It is to
liberate the country from
hatred and to usher in har-
mony, INDIA has arisen. It
is to ensure Justice— social,
economic and political that
INDIA has united. Unitedly,
we will triumph!

From Front Page

The accusation on Cuba for spreading terrorism is false.

The country has a transparent democratic governance

system. Cuban doctors have served the suffering human-

ity during the Covid-19 and other global tragedies. It is

not appropriate to include such a country in the list of ter-

rorists.

These views were expressed by All India Peace and

Solidarity Organization (AIPSO) national general secre-

tary Arun Kumar while speaking at a meeting organised

by the Indore unit to commemorate the historic event of

the attack on the Moncada Barracks in Santiago during

the Cuban Revolution. He said that there was landlord-

ism in Cuba, farmers were exploited. Fidel Castro, the hero

of the Cuban Revolution, distributed land among the landless

and used the country’s resources for the betterment of its

people. 

Incensed by Cuba’s move towards a socialist society,

the US imposed economic sanctions on the country. The

then US President Donald Trump has put Cuba in the list

of terrorist countries. It prevents other countries from doing

business with Cuba.

Arun Kumar further said that 600 attempts were made

to assassinate Castro, but the enemies never succeeded.

He urged those who believe in world peace to demand that

Cuba be removed from the list of terrorist countries.

AIPSO national secretary Vineet Tiwari gave details

of the first attempt of the Cuban Revolution, known as the

‘Attack on the Moncada Barracks’. He said that on July

26, 1953, Fidel Castro announced the revolution along with

Remove Cuba from
Terrorists’ List: AIPSO

On Page 14
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Diary of
International

Events
C. Adhikesavan

As per the report, In 2021,
the number of people suffer-
ing from hunger was close to
800 million, far above pre-
pandemic levels, and in 2022
an estimated 45 million chil-
dren under the age of 5
suffered from wasting and
148 million had stunted
growth while 37 million were
overweight. As for education,
the report said years of
underinvestment and learn-
ing losses mean that without
a major effort not only will
an estimated 84 million chil-
dren be out of school in 2030
but approximately 300 mil-
lion students will lack basic
literacy and math skills for
success in life — and only
one in six countries will
achieve the target of univer-
sal secondary school
completion.

In a grim report, the U.N.
warned that at the current
rate of global progress 575
million people will still be liv-
ing in extreme poverty and
84 million children won’t be
going to school in 2030 – and
it will take 286 years to reach
equality between men and
women.

The report on progress in
achieving 17 wide-
ranging U.N. goals adopted
by world leaders in 2015 to
improve life for the world’s
more than 7 billion people said
that only 15 percent of some
140 specific targets that ex-
perts evaluated are on track
to be reached by the end of
the decade.

Close to half the targets
are moderately or severely
off track, it said, and of those
30 percent have either seen
no movement at all or re-
gressed including key targets
on poverty, hunger and cli-
mate.

The ambitious goals for
2030 include ensuring that
hunger is eradicated and
nobody lives on less than 2.15
dollars a day which is the
extreme poverty line, provid-
ing every child with a quality
primary and secondary
school education, achieving

Millions Will Live in
Extreme Poverty in 2030

gender equality, ensuring all
people have clean water,
sanitation and access to af-
fordable energy, reducing
inequalities, and taking urgent
action to combat climate
change.

Unless we act now, the
2030 agenda could become
an epitaph for a world that

might have been, according
to the U.N. Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterresin a
foreword to the report. Fail-
ure to make progress means
inequalities will continue to
deepen, increasing the risk of
a fragmented, two-speed
world.

The report was released
ahead of a summit that
Guterres has called during
the annual gathering of world
leaders at the U.N. General
Assembly in
September, which he said will
be “a moment of truth and
reckoning.”

Undersecretary-General
for Economic and Social
Affairs Li Junhua said con-
flicts including the war in
Ukraine, climate change, the
lingering effects of the
COVID-19 pandemic espe-
cially its devastating financial
impact on developing coun-
tries,  and geopolitical
tensions are all “threatening
to derail  hard-earned
progress” toward achieving
the goals.

In a foreword that the
pandemic saw the largest
decline in childhood vaccina-
tions in three decades, an
increase in tuberculosis and
malaria deaths, and learning
losses in 80 percent of the 104
countries studied. It also in-
terrupted three decades of
progress in reducing poverty,

and produced the largest rise
in inequality between coun-
tries in three decades.

According to ECOSOC
by May 2023, the devastat-
ing consequences of war,
conflict and human rights
violations had displaced a
staggering 110 million people
of which 35 million were refu-
gees – the highest figure ever
recorded.

At the September summit,
the U.N. would like political
leaders to come up with “a
new roadmap” to accelerate
action at the global, regional
and national level to achieve
the goals by 2030.

With seven years left, the
report said achieving the
goals is “in deep trouble” and
“it is time to sound the alarm.”

At current rates, it said not
only will 575 million people
still be living in extreme pov-
erty in 2030 but only about
one-third of countries will
meet the target to reduce
national poverty levels by
half.

The report further adds

that shockingly, the world is
back at hunger levels not
seen since 2005, and food
prices remain higher in more
countries than in the period
2015-2019.

As for education, the re-
port said years of
underinvestment and learn-
ing losses mean that without
a major effort not only will
an estimated 84 million chil-
dren be out of school in 2030
but approximately 300 mil-
lion students will lack basic
literacy and math skills for

success in life — and only
one in six countries will
achieve the target of univer-
sal secondary school
completion.

On tackling global warm-
ing, the report said, “If ever
there was an illumination of
the short-sightedness of our
prevailing economic and
political systems, it is the
ratcheting up of the war on
nature.”

The small window of op-
portunity to keep
temperatures from rising be-
yond the internationally
agreed threshold of 1.5 de-
grees Celsius (2.7 degrees
Fahrenheit) to prevent the
worst impacts of the climate
crisis is fast closing, the re-
port said, and the critical 1.5
degree tipping point is likely
to be reached or surpassed
by 2035.

Fractured

Electoral Results in
Spain

The fracture and polar-
ization that has marked the

Spanish elections could be a
premonition of the future that
awaits the country’s democ-
racy, regardless of whether
socialists or the right-wing
wins.

This possibility is already
a defeat in itself, a defeat for
everyone. But let’s not blame
the Spaniards per se. Span-
ish democracy is part of a
broader order, where West-
ern political systems are
having problems or great dif-
ficulties, to generate common
agreements and consensus
between opposing political
ideas.

Coincidence points no
longer interest anyone. And
this is the first symptom of
a weak democracy: political
polarization.

And if anything has char-
acterized the social climate
of this election period, it has
been the clash between po-
litical factions, the
deployment of an arsenal of
discrediting and cartoons.

These have been and will
be different elections, pre-
cisely because they
represent a phenomenon that
transcends them: the current
crisis of the world democratic
system, fragmented, frac-
tured and polarized to
extremes.

Political polarization is
both cause and effect of
these same elections. The
future looks like an extension
of what has been experi-
enced so far: the political
arena, rather than being
driven by the logic of lucid and
accurate opposition, threat-
ens to be characterized by
irreconcilable ideological
factions. 

Political polarization is a
danger for democracy to
perform its main function: to
ensure the political stability
of the nations that implement
it and to put all existing po-
litical resources to perfect
the system in its socio-politi-
cal competencies.
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The MPs drew the attention of the governor to the “pa-

thetic conditions in the relief camps and also that of children.

Around 10,000 children are said to be in the relief camps.

The students faced uncertain future as all educational in-

stitutions were shut and the MPs urged the state and Union

governments to address the issue on a priority basis.

“From the reports of incessant firing and arson of the

houses in the last few days it is established beyond doubt

that that the sate machinery has completely failed to con-

trol the situation for the last three months, the INDIA team

of MPs made it clear to the governor.” The team wanted

urgent measures to rehabilitate and resettle the people so

that peace and harmony returns to the state at the earli-

est.

The team also pointed out that the continued Internet

ban for the last three months is aiding the unsubstantiated

rumours, which is adding to the existing mistrust.

The governor welcomed the MPs and told them that

the state and Union governments are making relentless

efforts to restore peace and normalcy.

INDIA Team Finds ...
From Last Page

150 companions. They at-

tacked the Moncada

Barracks, the military camp

of the then dictator Batista

in the city of Santiago, but

they failed and were arrested.

He argued for himself in the

court like Bhagat Singh and

gave the world-famous

speech ‘History will prove

me right’ while pleading.

Support poured in from all

over the world for his release

and after 22 months of im-

prisonment he and his

companions were released.

After coming out, he again

started planning the revolu-

tion and after taking lessons

from the first mistake, he fi-

nally executed the successful

revolution there in 1959. 

Economist Dr Jaya

Mehta said that after the

collapse of the Soviet camp,

it was being propagated that

now socialism is over and

there is more freedom in

capitalism. People forgot the

benefits of socialist system.

Castro opposed imperialism

by taking the people of Latin

American countries together

and defended socialism in

adverse circumstances. It is

the duty of all peace-loving

citizens of the world to pro-

tect the Cuban Revolution.

Presiding over the

programme, journalist

Harnam Singh said that

among those who challenged

the American imperialists,

Fidel Castro, the father of the

Cuban revolution, Che

Guevara and Ho Chi Minh

of Vietnam have always en-

thralled the youth.

Initiating the theme,

Arvind Porwal of AIPSO

Indore Unit said that July 26

holds an important place in

the history of Cuba. In the

year 1953, there was a failed

attempt of revolution on this

day. The revolutionaries

made the revolution success-

ful on January 1, 1959 by

learning a lesson from fail-

ure.

From Page 12

Remove Cuba...
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The answer provided to
Communist Party of India
(CPI) Lok Sabha MP K
Subbarayan has revealed
that the current Union gov-
ernment had neglected the
121st Report by Depart-
ment Related Parliament
Standing Committee for
Home Affairs which agreed
to grant statehood to
Puducherry.

The questions raised by
K Subbarayan were about
the issue of statehood to
Puducherry. He had asked
whether the government was
aware of 16 resolutions that
were passed in the legisla-
tive assembly of Puducherry
between 1981 and 2021. In
reply to the questions, min-
ister of State for Home
Affairs, Nityanand
Raireplied that the govern-
ment is aware of the
resolutions and is not cur-
rently planning to grant
statehood. He also con-
tended that the resolution

No Focus on Standing Committee Findings

Report Favours Statehood to Puducherry
received on July 19, 2018
was considered and the gov-
ernment has decided to
maintain the Union Territory
(UT) status of Puducherry.

The demand to provide
Statehood status to
Puducherry has been put
forward by CPI since long.
Several communist Mem-
bers of Parliament had raised
their voices for this demand
in both the houses of the
Parliament.

No Plans for
Corporatizing Rly
Production Units
In a reply to the question

raised by K Subbarayan, the
Union minister for Railway,
Ashwini Vaishnav replied
that currently, the govern-
ment has no program to
corporatize the railway pro-
duction unit.  It is estimated

that coach production units
of Indian Railways manufac-
tured 5877 Coachesand
Indian Railways procured
22,790 wagons in 2022-23.
Theplanning of coaches and
wagons for the year 2023-
24 are 7000 and 27000nos
respectively. Vaishnav said.

In reply to the sub-ques-
tion regarding outsourcing
the works the Union minis-
ter replied that outsourcing
in Railway activities is done
to supplementresources,
primarily in optimally utiliz-
ing available resources in
coreactivities.

East Coast Rail
Project Needs

More Fund

Allocation
Communist Party of In-

dia leader M Selvaraj
raising the matter in Lok

Sabha on July 25, 2023,
asked the railway ministry to
allot more funds for the East
Coast Rail Project.

He said that during the
year 2007, one of Tamil
Nadu’s dream projects
called the East Coast Rail
Project was laid out and it
was decided to build a rail
line starting from
ChennaiPerungudi passing
through Mamallapuram,
Kalpakkam and Puducherry
to Cuddalore. A survey and
feasibility of the project has
already been completed.
The objective of this project
is to build a rail line starting
from Chennai to Cuddalore
through the entire area along
the Bay of Bengal.

He pointed out that for
almost 16 years the project
has been under active

consideration to change/ de-

viate from the earlier plan/

route and re-route to start

from Chenkalpattu instead

of Chennai Perungudi. Any

change to the East Coast Rail

Link Project will defeat the

very purpose of the project.

Further, the cost of all

building materials has in-

creased. Hence, I urge the

minister of railways to take

necessary action and give

instructions immediately to

Southern Railways not to

change/ deviate from the

earlier approved route which

was decided in the year

2007. I also request to in-

crease the budget to meet the

increased cost to execute

this project and complete the

project as early as possible.

Selvaraj said.

The Supreme Court directed the authori-
ties to ensure that no hate speeches are made
and no violence or damage to any properties
takes place in any protest rallies being organised
by the Vishwa Hindu Parishad in the national
capital and the adjoining areas of Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh.

Hearing an intervention application draw-
ing the attention of the court to the protest rallies
that are being organised by VHP in wake of
Nuh violence, a bench of Justice Sanjiv Khanna
and Justice S V Bhatti directed the authori-
ties to comply with the directions issued by the
top court on October 21, 2022, prohibiting
hate speech.

The bench said that the authorities are
aware of the situation and they should take
action whenever required, pointing out that the
law and order is a policing matter that should
be taken care of. – The Statesman, August
3.

***

The 65-year-old Kargil war veteran, whose
wife was stripped and paraded by a
mob during the May 4 violence in Manipur, has
told “God must have made the video (of the
sexual assault) go viral to ensure that the truth
comes out”.

The man’s wife, along with two other Kuki-
Zomi women, were targeted by a mob on the

second day of violence in the
state, but a video capturing the
brazen sexual assault emerged
only on July 19, prompting
national outrage and finding
resonance in Parliament.

“Till then, no one from the
police or government had even
called us,” the man, based on
whose complaint a
zero FIR was registered at
Saikul police station in
Kangpokpi district on May 18,
told. – The Indian Express,
August 3.

***

The bench asked DGP to adduce all records
relating to the date of incidents, timing of regis-
tration of FIRs, arrests made, and recordings of
victims’ statements

An anguished Supreme Court lashed out at
the “lethargic” and “tardy” probe into the loss
of human lives, dignity and properties during the
ethic violence in Manipur, lamenting that the state
has seen an “absolute breakdown of constitu-
tional machinery for two months”, and summoning
the state’s director general of police (DGP) on
August 7 to furnish an explanation.”One thing is
clear; the state police are incapable of investi-
gations. It’s absolutely clear they have lost control
of law and order in the state...There is no law
and order left in Manipur. Investigation is so le-
thargic. For two months, FIRs are not recorded,

arrests are not made, and statements are re-
corded after such a lapse of time,” said a bench
led by Chief Justice of India (CJI) Dhananjaya
Y Chandrachud. – The  Hindustan Times, Au-
gust 2.

***

Union Minister and BJP MP from Gurugram
Rao Inderjit Singh has questioned the people
at the VHP rally in Nuh on July 31 for carrying
weapons. Speaking to the Indian Express, Rao
Inderjit Singh asked, “Who gave weapons to
religious yatris? Who goes to a procession car-
rying swords or sticks?” Watch Rao Inderjit
Singh appeal to both sides to maintain peace.
– The Hindustan Times, August 2.
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Twenty one opposition
party members of Parlia-
ment visited Manipur on July
29 and 30 and found that the
government machinery has
totally failed to curb the con-
tinuing violence and save the
lives of Manipur people. The
India National Develop-
mental Inclusive Alliance
(INDIA) team met the gov-
ernor AnusuiyaUikeyon the
second day and told her that
their findings in the state had
established beyond doubt
that the state machinery has
failed to control the situation
for almost three months. The
armed conflicts started on
May 3.

The MPs, representing
16 political parties, submit-
ted a memorandum to the
governor in which they re-
ported the condition on the
ground, made suggestions
for peace efforts and rued
the “silence of the prime

21 Opposition MPs on Two-Day Visit to Manipur

INDIA Team Finds Total Breakdown of Law and Order

National Federation of Indian Women
general secretary Annie Raja and secretary
NishaSiddhuhave sent the following letter
to Union home ministerAmit Shahover the
several dead bodiesreported to be lying uni-
dentified and unclaimed in several
mortuaries inImphal:

The outbreak of violence in Manipur on May
3, 2023 has resulted in
unimaginabledevastation, leaving thousands
displaced, hundreds dead.Numerous
deadbodies are lying unclaimed in several
mortuaries across Imphal hospitals without
thefacility of cold storage.

The relentless violence that has engulfed
Manipur has caused immense suffering tothe
people of the state. Families have been torn
apart, homes destroyed and theloss of lives have
left an indelible mark on the collective con-
sciousness of the state.The lack of cold storage

NFIW LETTER TO HM ON UNCLAIMED BODIES IN MANIPUR

erbates the anguish ofgrieving families who are
unable to lay their loved ones to rest with dig-
nity.

In the light of this distressing situation, we
appeal for your immediate intervention toaddress
the following urgent matters:

 Immediate constitution of Medical
Boardheaded by an independent forensic expert
from a reputed medical institute toconduct post
mortem on the dead including the unidentified dead
bodieslying in the morgues before evidences are
destroyed.

Allocate necessaryresources to ensure that
hospitals in Manipur have access to adequate
coldstorage facilities. It is essential to provide
a dignified resting place for thedeceased, allowing
their families to mourn and perform the last rites
with therespect and solemnity they deserve.

 Families of persons,who are missing and
feared dead are unable to reach themortuaries

in Imphal. The state may designate an officer
who can becontacted and who will facilitate
visits by such families to mortuaries
underescort/protection and enable the process
of identification and handover ofdead bodies.

 Facilitate safe passage ofthe families of
the deceased to Manipur, enabling them to claim
the bodiesof their loved ones and perform the
necessary last rites. It is of utmostimportance
that they are granted the opportunity to bid final
farewell and findsolace.

We appeal for your urgent attention to
restorepeace and stability in Manipur. It is cru-
cial to initiate measures to preventfurther
violence and ensure the safety of people re-
siding in the state.Collaborative efforts, including
dialogue with relevant stakeholders, shouldbe
pursued to address the root causes of the
conflict and promote a lastingresolution for
peace and normalcy.

minister” over the issue.The
21-member delegation in-
cluded Communist Party of
India national executive
member Sandosh Kumar P,
Congress’ AdhirRanjan
Chowdhury, deputy leader
in the LokSabha, Gaurav
Gogoi, SushmitaDevof
TMC, MahuaMajiof JMM,
KanimozhiKarunanidhi of
DMK, P P Mohammed
Faizalof NCP, Chaudhary
Jayant Singh of RLD, Manoj
Kumar Jhaof RJD, N K
Premachandranof RSP and
T Thirumavalavanof VCK,
JD(U) chief Rajiv Ranjan
(Lalan) Singh and his party
colleague Aneel Prasad
Hegde, CPI(M)’s A A
Rahim, SP’s Javed Ali Khan,
IUML’s E T Mohammed
Basheer, AAP’s Sushil
Gupta, VCK’s D
Ravikumar, ArvindSawantof
Shiv Sena-UBT), and Phulo

Our Special
Correspondent

Devi Netam and K Suresh
of the Congress.

The MPs told the gover-
nor that they were shocked
and very sad to hear the sto-
ries of anxieties,
uncertainties, pains and sor-
rows of the individuals
affected by unprecedented
violence. The team had vis-
ited relief camps in
Churachandpur, Moirang
and Imphal. Both sides have
been unleashing ‘nger and

sense of alienation” on all
communities since the begin-
ning of the clashes. The team
called for urgent measures
to stop the continuing vio-
lence.

The INDIA team of MPs
held the Union and state
governments responsible for
the failure to protect the lives
and properties of the

people. More than 60,000
people had been displaced
in the past three months. The
MPs requested the gover-
nor to apprise the Union
government of the complete
breakdown of law and or-
der in the state for the last
89 days. Silence of Prime
Minister Narendra
Modishows his brazen indif-
ference to the violence in the
state.

On Page 14
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