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Mumbai Meet Ends in Optimism: For Unity, For Victory

‘JubpEGA BHARAT, JEETEGA INDIA’

JUDEGA BHARAT

The third meeting of the Indian National
Developmental I nclusiveAlliance (INDIA) washeld
in Mumbai on August 31 and September 1, 2023 in
Grand Hayatt hotel. The first meeting was held in
Patnaandthesecond meetingwasheldin Bangalore.
Thetwo-day meeting concluded successfully with the
formation of four important committeesto effectively
carry forward theagenda of alliance and defeat the
BJPinthe2024 general elections.Theslogan “ Judega
Bharat,Jeetega INDIA” was appreciated by all and
was the main theme of alliance.

emeeting noted
that BJP is
continuing the

communal agenda of
colonial periodof divideand
rule and to counter that
Judega Bharat,Jeetega
INDIA isavery effective
slogan,whichincidentally
counterseffectively theBJP
agenda of calling the
oppositionallianceasanti-
nationa .HenceBJPisrattled
with every meeting of the
alliance. It has therefore
announced Rs200 cooking
gas subsidy and also
declared acommitteeunder
the leadership of former
president RamnathK ovind
to study and propose one
timeelectionfor Parliament
and assembly under the
themeof * OneNation,One
Election’.

All opposition parties
have opposed thisagenda.

Itisobviousthat thisagenda
isbeingfloatedtodivertthe
attention of people from
burning problemslikerising
prices, unemployment and
communal strides in
Haryanaand Manipurwhich
reflected theincompetence
of BJPruleandfailureof BJP
doubleenginetheory.

Theauthoritarian, anti-
federal and
anti-constitutional agenda
of BJP-RSSisbeingcarried
forward through the’ One
Nation,One Election’
agenda. Communist Party of
Indiageneral secretary D
Raja accused the
government of taking a
unilateral decisionwithout
discussngwithother political
parties.

Most opposition|eaders
spoke in the meeting and
expressed their resolveto
fight unitedly and raised
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CPI general
secretary D Rajais
in the Coordination

and Election
Strategy Committee

variousissuesof importance.
A co-ordinationcommittee
along with a campaign
committeeand mediaand
socia mediacommitteewas
formedanddeclaredduring
thepressconferencewhich
took placeon September 1
after themeeting and was
addressed by various
leaders including
UddhavThakare,
MallikarjunKharage,Lalu
Prasad, NitishKumar,Stalin
and Rahul Gandhi. Leaders
of all partieswere present
onthedais.

Themeeting beganwith
theadoption of aunanimous
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resolution congratul ating
ISROandall our scientists
and staff associated with
successful Chandrayaan-3
project.Three more
resolutions were also
adopted. They are:

B To contest the
forthcoming LokSabha
el ectionstogether asfar as
possible. Theseat-sharing
arrangementsindifferent
states will be initiated
immediately and concluded
attheearliest.

B To organize public
rallies at the earliest in
different partsof thecountry
onissuesof publicconcern
andimportance.

HTo co-ordinate
communicationsandmedia
strategiesand campaignson
thetheme* JudegaBharat,
JeetegalNDIA” indifferent
languages.

The successful
conclusion of themeet was
possible because of
excellent coordinationand
arrangements made by
UddhavThakarealongwith
Sena,NCP and Congress
workers.

On August 30 a big
publicmeeting of supporters
of INDIA alliancewasheld
in Mumbai and was
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addressed by
DRaja,Dipankar
Bhattacharya,Ashok
Dhavale, Medha Patkar and
many others.

Themeetingal sodecided
to set up the following
committees:

Coordination and
Election Strategy
Committee

The members are KC
Venugopal of INC, D Raja
of CPI,Sharad Pawar of
NCP, TR Baalu of DMK,
Hemant Soren of IMM,
Sanjay Raut of Shiv Sena,
TejasviYadav of RJD,
Abhishek Banerjee of
TM C,RaghavChaddhaof
AAP, JavedAli Khanof SR,
Lallan Singh of JD(U),
Omar Abdullah of National
Conference, Mehbooba
Mufti of PDP and CPI-M
(togivenamelater).

Campaign
Committee

The members
areGurdeep Singh Sappal of
INC, Sanjay Jhaof JD(U),
Anil Desai of Shiv Sena,
Sanjay Yadav of RJD, PC
Chako of NCP, Champai
Soren of IMM, Kiranmoy
Nandaof SP, Sanjay Singh
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Therehasbeen again coming up charges
againsttheAdani groupthat had already faced
in 2022 theallegationsof opagquefinancial
dealingsafter aglobal network of investigative
journalistspublished areport all eging that
thecompany invested millionsof dollarsin
itsown companiesthrough secret offshore
structures.

TheAdani Group hascalledthereport of
theOrganised Crimeand Corruption Reporting
Project (OCCRP), “recycledallegations’ and
anattempttorevivethe* meritlessHindenburg
report”.

“We categorically reject theserecycled
allegations. Thesenewsreportsappear to
beyet another concerted bid by Soros-funded
interestssupported by asectionof theforeign
mediatorevivethemeritlessHindenburg
report.”

This time, The Organized Crime and
Corruption Reporting Project’s(OCCRP's)
investigations, published by TheGuardian
and Financial Times, haspulled downthe
market value of the 10 Adani group stocks
by Rs35,210crore.

Theassociatesof elder brother of Group
founderGautamAdani, VinodAdani, anda
member of the promoter group, arealleged
to havecreated acomplex web of structures
withinaforeignfund based in Bermudato
tradein Adani stocks. Thetwoindividuals,
Nasser Ali ShabanAhli of theUnited Arab
Emiratesand Chang Chung-Lingof Taiwan,
aresadtohaveusedtheGloba Opportunities
Fund to trade in Adani stocks without
disclosingtheir businesstieswiththeAdani
family. Itwasin 2010.

That isnot all. There are also reports
claiming that the Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence(DRI), India sapex anti-smuggling
intelligencegathering body under thefinance
ministry, wrotetothemarketsregulator, the
Securities and Exchange Board of India

‘Largest Con in Corporate History’

(Sebi), in2014, alerting theregulator about
suspicioustrading activitiesof these offshore
entities. Sebi toldtheapex courtinIndiainits
filingsthatithadinitiated aprobeagainsttheAdani
Group aslate as 2020, raising questionsover
whether theregulator indeed probed theleads
shared by DRI and the outcome of theearlier
investigation.

A former Sebi executive, on condition of
anonymity,said Sebi takescognizanceof every
complaint sharedwithitandfollowstherulebook
totakeittoitslogica concluson.Hesaid, “I cannot
shareif wedid probe (theAdani Group) then,
because the matter is sub judice, but please
remember thatinany suchinvestigation, weneed
cooperationfrom overseasregulators. Not all
overseasregulatorshavebeenthat helpful,” the
person said without sharing any details.

Accordingtosources, UK Sinhawasthe Sebi
chairmanin 2014; earlier thisyear, hebecame

thechairmanof New Delhi Television Ltd, the
Delhi-based broadcaster acquired by theAdani
Grouplast year.Any attempt to locatefurther
detailsremainedfruitless.

Adani group, initsdefenseal so added that
thecasescitedintheOCCRPreporton DRI were
closed morethan adecade ago, and eventhe
Supreme Court upheld theclean chit givento
theAdani Groupinthematter. Thecasepertained
toallegationsof over-invoicing, transfer of funds
abroad, rel ated-party transactionsandinvestments
through foreign portfolio investors. “An
independent adjudicating authority and an
appellatetribunal had both confirmedthat there
wasno over-valuation and that thetransactions
wereinaccordancewithapplicablelaw,” theAdani
Group added.

Theminimum public sharehol ding normsof
Sebiprohibit promotersfromowning morethan
75 percent of acompany. If any fund hascommon

ownershipwiththepromoters, thentheshares
owned by thefund will beincludedinthe
promoter group. Hence the allegations
becomemoresignificant.

Ever since2014, thepower andinfluence
of the Adani Group has soared, with the
conglomerate acquiring lucrative state
contractsfor ports, power plants, electricity,
coalmines, highways, energy parks, slum
redevel opment and airports. |n somecases,
lawswereamendedthat allowed Adani Group
companies to expand in sectors such
as airports and coal. Inturn, thestock value
of the Adani Group rose from about 8bn
dollarsin2013 to 288bndollar by September
2022.

TheNew York financial research firm
Hindenburg published areport in January
accusing theAdani Group of pulling off the
“largest conincorporatehistory.”

The apex court had set up an expert
committeetaking cognizanceof awrit petition
filedinFebruary to examinevariousaspects
of theAdani-Hindenburg saga.Initsstatus
reportonitsinvestigationsinto the Adani
Group, Sebi saiditwasprobingtheviolation
of minimum publicshareholding(MPS) norms
by theAdani Group between 2016 and 2020.
However, the regulator added that the
investigationintotheM PSnormsisnot finished
since Sebi had to contact several overseas
regulatorsfor theinformation.

M eanwhile, accordingto sources, Modi-
linkedAdani family secretly investedhundreds
of millionsof dollarsintothelndian stock
market, buyingitsown shares.

Accordingto offshorefinancial records,
associ atesof theAdani family might havespent
yearsdiscreetly acquiring stock intheAdani
Group’sown companiesduring itsmeteoric
risetobecomeoneof India slargest and most
powerful businesses.By 2022, itsfounder,
GautamAdani waslndia srichest personand
theworld’sthirdrichest with 120bn pounds.

National council
secretary of the Communist
Party of Indiaand | eader of

‘One Nation, One Fertiliser’

are the backbone of our
nation, anditisour collective
responsibility to ensurethat

the parliamentary group
Binoy Viswam wrote the
following letter to Prime
Minister, Government of
India, Narendra Modi, on
September 1, 2023 about his
concerns regarding issues
with the recent decision to
implement the Pradhan
Mantri BhartiyaJan Urvarak
Pariyojna (PM-BJP) under
the banner of “One Nation,
OneFertiliser” and about the
stipulationsconcerning the
branding with “PM-BJP”
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alongside hisphotograph:
“Primarily, therationale
behind unifyingall fertilisers
under one nameis unclear.
Both public and private
fertiliser companies have
workedinthesector. Asingle
namefor all thesefertilisers
not only diminishes the
identity and value these
companieshavebuilt but may
alsoleadtoconfusionamong
farmerswhorely on specific
productsfor specific needs.
Moreover, the decision to

print“PM-BJP” prominently
on fertiliser bags raises
further concerns. The
abbreviation “BJP” in the
name and logo, which also
represents the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party, can
easily be misconstrued as a
political branding exercise,
especially withtheupcoming
L ok Sabhaelectionsin 2024.

The choice of the term
“PM-BJP” appears driven
by political consideration.
Suchamoveunderminesthe

faith of the public in the
impartiality of governance
andisasanattemptto utilise
taxpayer money for political
propaganda. Our nation’s
farmers deserve clarity,
choice, and transparency
when choosing fertilisers.
Imposing asinglebranding,
and that too with clear
political overtones, not only
diminishestheir choicesbut
can also lead to questions
about thequality and efficacy
of theproducts. Our farmers

their interests are placed
aboveall else.

In light of the above, |
urge you to reconsider the
“OneNation, OneFertiliser”
policy to allow companiesto
maintain their individual
identities and trust among
consumers. | further urge
youtoimmediately remove
the*PM-BJP” branding from
fertiliser bagsto ensurethere
isno perception of political
bias.
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the camps.

The team consisted of
IDPD president
Dr.ArunMitra, general
secretary Shakeel Ur
Rahman, senior vice
president Dr Ravindranath,
and secretaries Dr Shanti
and Dr Rajani. The team
visited therelief campsin
KhumanLampak Sports
Hostel inlmphal districtand
[T relief camps under
Saparmeina PHC in
Kangpokpi Districtinhill
areas. Thereare334relief
campsinManipur asof now.
The team of doctors met
inmatesand nodal officers
of therelief camps, officials
of the health department,
workers of civil society
organizations, and officers
of district administration.

Vital Observations

B Thereferral systems
forserioudyill patientsinthe
relief campsinhilly areasare
not satisfactory. The
displaced peopleinthehills
of Manipur informed that
they had to travel to
Nagaland covering up to
150 km to Kohima or
Dimapur to get medical
assistancein caseof even
moderately ill patients.
Someof themeventravel to
Assam for their medical
needs. Earlier, beforethe
violence, they werereferred
tomedical collegesinimphal
for better treatment. Now
the movement of citizens
fromhillstovalleysandvice
versaisimpossibledueto
ongoingturmoil inManipur.

B Kangpokpi District
Hospital presently has
neither an operationtheatre
nor ablood storagefacility.
Manipur isfacing anacute

IDPD Visits Manipur Relief Camps
Inmates Living in Sub-human Conditions

A delegation of Indian Doctors for Peace and
Development (IDPD visitedrelief campsin thevalley
and hills of Manipur from September 1-2, 2023, in
both Meitei and Kuki areas to assess the health
conditions in the relief camps. They have released
acomprehensivereport of thepathetic conditionsin

shortageof specialists other
doctorsand healthworkers.
Most doctors with
specialisationsinvarious
areas and all the medical
collegehospitalsof thestate
are in Imphal district (3
medical colleges) and
Churachandrpur district (1

medical college).

H No special
immunisation drives
especially against measles
havebeenundertakeninthe
vistedrelief camps.Meades
Vaccinelmmunisationdrive
inchildrenabove9 months
alongwithVitaminA oral
suspensionisimperativefor
relief campsaccordingto
United Nations
HumanitarianCommissioner
for Relief (UNHCR)
SPHERE standards.

B The inmates and
nodal officer of arelief camp
in the valley said that no
greenleafy vegetables eggs/
meat/fish has ever been
supplied in the ration of
inmatesby thegovernment;
although, local community,

Civil Society Organisations,
andafewindividuasprovide
few vegetablessometimes.
Another nodal officerina
relief campinHillssaidthat
they get oneegg per inmate
once every 13 days, but
green vegetables are not
supplied. Rice, dal,
potatoes, and cooking oil
constitute the bulk of the
ration supply totherelief
camps. The absence of
greenleafy vegetablesand
animal proteinsinthediet of
children for the last four

months may lead to night
blindness caused due to
VitaminA deficiency.

B The visited relief
camps are overcrowded,
availability of potable
drinkingwater andwater for
bathing/washing/intoiletsare
not sufficient in quantity.
Sanitation needs to be
improved by many folds.
Supply of Sanitary napkins
tomaintain good menstrual
hygieneinrelief campsis
insufficient.

B Therehasnot been

foggingfor mosquitocontrol
inand aroundrelief camps.

B The inmates
informedthat they havebeen
facinglotsof mental stress
by stayinginrelief campsfor
thelast 4 monthsand they
arenot surewhenthey will

goback totheir homesor if
ever will they beabletogo
back to their homes. Few
children are having
nightmares. Children are
missing their schoolsand
friends adding to their
worries. Thesearesignsof
Post-Traumatic Stress
Disorder (PTSD)

B PatientswithNon-
CommunicableDiseaseslike
— Diabetes, High Blood
pressure, chronic kidney
diseases, etc. arepresentin
therelief camps. A couple

of patients need
hemodialysis.
B The IDPD

delegation placed the
following demandson both
the Union and state
governments in order to
rectify the deplorable
subhuman conditionsof the
camps.

B Robust referral
systems after triage from
primary health centresto
higher relief centresboth
within the Manipur State
and neighbouring states
shouldbeputinplaceatthe
earliest.

B Fabricated
Operation Theatresshould
be made operational at
district and sub-district
level swithimmediateeffect.
Blood storage unitsshould

be started around relief
camps after cluster
formation.

B .Internet services
should be restored in all
hedlthfacilitiesaroundrelief
campssothat telemedicine
servicescanbeavailableto
inmatesof relief campsat the
nearest hedlthfacility. These
telemedicinefacilitiescan
asobeusedintrainingBasic
doctors in performing
Peritoneal Dialysis (for
Renal failurepatients), and
other skillsliketheuse of
AMBU (artificial manual
breathing unit) bagsincase
of Respiratory Distress
Syndromeamong children,
counselling mothers for
breastfeeding of newborn
childrenetc.

B A strongmedicine
and vaccinesupply system
should bemadefunctional
andreal -timemonitoring of
the stocks of medicine at
ground zerolevel shouldbe
done.

® Both central and
state governmentsshould
implement the UNHCR
SPHERE standards for
meeting theheal th needsof
the displaced people
shelteredinrelief camps.

B Immunisation
against Measles and
providing Vitamin A
supplements to children
should be undertaken
immediately. Supply of good
nutritiousfoodlikegreen
leafy vegetables, milk, eggs,
meat, and fish should be
ensuredfor all categoriesof
theinmatesinthecamps.

B Fogging for
mosquito control shouldbe
doneinand around relief
campsshouldimmediately
beundertaken.

B Psychological
counselling of inmateswith
Post Trauma Stress
Disorder shouldbearegular
featureat relief camps.
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KOLKATA: Ignoring
heavy rainsanddisasters,in
responsetothecall by the
Left Frontinremembrance
of the martyrs of Food
Movement launched on
August 31, 1959, people
throngedinlargenumbers.
Esplanadewasfloodedwith
peopleonAugust 31. The
massivegathering of people
on the remembrance
dayprovedthat eventhough
therewasnorepresentative
of theL eft Frontinthestate
assembly and LokSabha
fromthestate, theL eft Front
andRedflaggtill helditplace
among people as they
always stood by them
wherever they wereneeded.
Therdly onAugust 31issued
a call for unleashing an
intenseagitationagainstthe
communal fascist BJPand
the corrupt Trinamool
government in the state
against thehikein pricesof
food and essential
commoditiesanddemanding
employment.

September 10-16, 2023

Homage to Martyrs of Food Movement, Aug 31, 1959

Struggleagainst Denial of Food still Alive

The program was
scheduledfor 20’ clock. But
long beforethat, processions
startedcomingfromHowrah
and Sealdah. Ignoring the
drizzle, peopleflockedto

JawaharL al Nehru Road.
Although the crowd got
temporarily dispersedby the

SubodhDatta

rain, soon they

startedcoming back assoon
astherainsubsided. Inthe

crowdwerestudents, youth,
women, labourers, farmers,
farm labourers and all of

themignoredtherainand
started chanting slogansjust
beforethethe speeches of
theleftleaders.

Themeeting startedwith
everyonepaying respect to

thosewhodiedinthemass
movement and thosewho
diedinthelast panchayat

electionsinthestate.

Chairman of Left
Front,BimanBasu presided
over themeeting. Hesaid
that onAugust 31, 1959, the
workers, farmers, farm
labourersfromvillageshad
gathered at the foot of
ShaheedMinar to demand
food. Later the procession
movedtowardsRag Bhavan.
It was here that police
started baton-chargingthe
peaceful march. According
to the government, 80
protestersdied onspot. In
reality, the number of dead
was much more. Today
againthepriceof food and
fuel in the country has
skyrocketed. The
communal BJPgovernment
at thecentreandthecorrupt
Trinamool governmentinthe

On Page 12

Hhat #he Ohers Say...

SEBI must answer

Following the rout in the stocks of companies of the Adani Group,
after publication of the Hindenburg report, the SEBI beganto ook into
the gamut of issuesthisepisode hasraised. Subsequently, thereport of
the expert committee, appointed by the Supreme Court, broadly outlined
thescopeand extent of SEBI’sinvestigation. Whilethecommittee concluded
that there was no evidence of regulatory failure, several reports over
the past week, which providegranular detail sonissues such as minimum
public shareholding and stock market activity, suggest otherwise.

A report provided detail s of an investigation carried out by the ED
which concluded that adozen companies, including foreign investors
based in tax havens, were “top beneficiaries” from short selling of
companies of the Adani Group. Some of these investors had, in fact,
taken positions just a few days before the release of the Hindenburg
Research report. None of these entities, however, are reported to have
disclosed the ownership structures to income tax authorities. As per
thereport, ED had shared itsfindingswith SEBI. A few daysafter that,
another report detailed how two individuals— onefrom the UAE and
another from Taiwan— who had taken large positionsin the Adani Group
companieswere associates of Vinod Adani (Gautam Adani’s brother).
If these individualswereto be considered as proxiesfor Vinod Adani,
and treated as part of the promoter group, it would imply that the Adani
Group companiesmay haveviolated stock market rules. Another report
showed that two offshore shell companiesregisteredintheBritishVirgin
Islands that are said to have invested in Adani Group stocks are also
linked to the group. The denialsissued by the Adani Group have done
little to address the concerns.

Questions have also been raised, and rightfully so, about SEBI.
Apprehensionsareal so stoked when aformer SEBI chairman, to whose
tenure some of theallegationsmadeinthereportscan betraced, becomes
anindependent director and non-executive chairperson of anew channel

owned by theAdani Group. Asthe stock market regulator, SEBI would
do well to address the questions raised in a comprehensive manner.

Courtesy: The Indian Express
G2 within G20

Notwithstanding Modi’ spitch for consensus at the G20 summit, the
Ukraine issue has ensured that consensus has remained elusive in all
ministerials held under India’s presidency thus far. With both the US
and the China-Russiacombine hardening their respective positions, India
needsto do afinediplomatic balancing act to ensurethe summit’ ssuccess.
In fact, divisions between the two camps had al so emerged at the Bali
G20 summit last year.

However, drafting the Ukraine paragraph of the joint communique
thistime is proving to be a greater challenge because the US and the
China-Russia combine have diverged even further. While the Beijing-
Moscow strategi c compact hasgrowntighter, thereisbipartisan support
in Washington for atougher approach towards Chinainterms of trade,
technology and geopolitical issues. For example, the UShasnow made
it clear thatitwon'’t beselling sophisticated chipsto China, whichit believes
can beused by the Chinesemilitary. Infact, this‘tough-on-China’ approach
isfeedingintotheUS sdeterminationtothwart Russia’ smilitary operations
in Ukraine. This puts Indiain atricky spot. While New Delhi needs
Washington’s support to counter Beijing’s designsin Asia, it is also
dependent on Russian military hardware for itsarmed forces. But it’s
increasingly clear that given current geopolitical realities, Indiawill aways
bethirdinany India-China-Russiatrilateral. Therefore, New Delhi must
diversify itssupply chains, bothinmilitary linesand strategic products
like APIs and batteriesto reduce its dependence on Russiaand China.

On G20, India sproposal toincludetheAfrican Unioninthegrouping
isagood move, but there appearsto be problemsthere, too. If theunion
isallowed in, it may temper movesto divide the G20 into two camps,
and thus keep the focus on the Global South. But there’s no escaping
thewidening strategic-security gulf betweenthe USand China-Russia.

Courtesy: The Times of India
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Much euphoriaisbeing
created about theupcoming
G-20 meet in Delhi next
week. The high pitchis
particularly to project that
it is because of Prime
Minster NarendraM odi that
India has got the
chairmanship of thegroup.
Truthof thematter isthatin
theG-20thereisarotatory
systemof chairmanship. In
fact Indiacould havebeen
thechair of theG20lastyear
but it was delayed by one
year. The G20 hasseveral
agendasto discuss, butthe
mostimportant onesarethe
global peaceand healthfor
al.

Worldtoday isinavery
critical situation because of
on-goingarmed conflictsin
several parts. Theconflict
betweenRussiaandUkraine
isthemost seriousoneat this
juncture. Asper the UNO
over 14400 people have
beenkilledincluding 3604
civilians. Over 8 million
peoplehavebeendisplaced
externaly livingasrefugees
inother countries.

The issue has not
remained just between
Russiaand Ukraine; withthe
explicitinvolvement of US
and NATOthethingshave
gonetoofar. Bothsideshave
warned of use of nuclear
weapons. After the US
President JoeBidenissued
thestatement that they would
supply cluster weaponsto
Ukraine, Russiahaswarned
that inthat casethey would
beleft with no other option
but to usenuclear weapons.
Thisis avery dangerous
Stuationbecauseany nuclear
exchangeat thistimeonthat
border will not remain
between Russia and
Ukraine; itwill beanuclear
exchangebetween Russia
and USA & NATO. Asper
thelatest scientific studies
thiswould mean death of
over 5hillionpeoplewhich
would bean end of modern

From Non Aligned Movement to G20

Challenge to Peace and Health

civilization built through
thousandsof yearsof human
labour. Study conducted by
the IPPNW and the
environmental groupshas
aready shownwithevidence
that evenalimited nuclear
exchange, for example
between | ndiaand Pakistan,
wouldlead to death of over
2 billion people. But an
exchange between Russia
andUSwouldbemuchmore
catastrophic.

In addition there are

Dr Arun Mitra

founded at theinitiative of
Jawaharlal Nehru, Marshal
Tito and Abdul Gamal
Nasser. The NAMs 7th
summitwasheldinDehiin
1983inwhich headsof the
statesfrom 117 countries
participated andtherewere
20 observersfrom several
countries. Incontrast, the
G20isatiny event but with
much hype.

conflictsgoingonindifferent
parts of Africaand Asia.
Theseinternal strife have
I nternational supportinone
formor theother for various
economic interests of the
richnations. Thesituationin
Palestine or in Syria are
examplesof extremehuman
rights violations. It is
thereforeimportant that the
G20takesafirmdecisionon
such issues of nuclear
disarmament and check on
the proliferation of small
arms.

However it seems
unlikely becausetheG20is
notahomogenousgroup. It
isagroup of countrieswith
self-interestsdominated by
the multinational
corporationsand military
industrial complex. Thisis
in contrast to the Non-
Aligned movement (NAM)
whichtook effectivesteps
andrai sed seriousconcerns
ontheissueof disarmament,
development and human
rightsindifferent countries.
Itiswell knownthat India
had played significantrole
at that moment. NAM was

Itseemsunlikely that the
G20 meet would comeout
withafirmdeclarationto
abolish nuclear weapons
which is now possible
throughamultilatera Treaty
on the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons (TPNW)
passed by the UNO on
7' July 2017. Thereis a

stronglobby withinthe G20
who opposedthe TPNW in
theUNOandputtremendous
pressureonthemembersof
theUN General Assembly.
These countries are the
protagonist of theory of
nuclear weapons as a
deterrent.

Itisvery muchunlikely
that G20will comeout with
a concrete decision
on health for all which
requires equitable
distribution of resourcesfor
healthcare. Wehaveinfact
witnessed how the
Pharmaceutical companies
particularly  vaccine
producingcompaniesplayed
havoc  during the
COVID pandemic and
blackmailed smaller
countrieswhodid not have
either technical knowhow or
resources to produce
vaccinesontheir own. Big
Pharma companies are
knownto have made huge
profitsduringtheperiod. For
any talk on health for all,
affordabledrugpricingand
equitable healthcare, the
Pharmacompanieshaveto
be regulated and their

profitsmadetransparent.

It would be good to
watchtheon-goingsof the
G20andoutcomeinvarious
sectors. But thecountries
whicharetheretheUSA the
EnglandtheFrancehavepro
corporate ideology and
economicinterests. Will
they beready to part away
withthearmsor will they be
ready to make effective
changesintheworldtrade
organization so asto meet
the requirements of the
developing countries for
healthfor all.

As chairperson of the
7" non-aignedsummitindia
played a big role in
organizingthedeveloping
countriesontheonegoal of
thisdisarmament, equitable
development, humanrights,
health for all etc. They
passed resolutions
supporting the cause of
Pal estinians and on other
Issuesof humanrights.

For suchdecisionsthere
Is need of statesmanship.
That statesmanship is
lacking in our polity at
present.

Save Constitution, Save Parliament

National Council secretary of the
Communist Party of India, and |eader of
CPI Parliamentary Party
BinoyViswamwrotethefollowing | etter to
Hon' blePresident of IndiaDroupadiMurmu,
RashtrapatiBhavan, New Delhi on
September 9, 2023, expressing hisconcern
regarding the manner in which this
government has proceeded to convene a
Special Session of the Parliament from
September 18, 2023 to September 22, 2023.

It wasinformed through the summons
that this Special Session shall not haveany
of the functions that the Parliament as a
legislature has always performed. It will
not havezero hour, question hour or private
member’sday, nor hastheagendafor these
five days been circulated. In our form of
Government, function of the Parliament
isto keep the government accountableto
people. However, these actions make one
wonder whether this session will be an
ExecutiveParliament, replacing the House

wheredebates, di scussionsand di ssentstook
place. As we witnessed in the previous
sessions, thegovernment stifled themembers
fromdiscussing issuesof utmost importance
including Manipur and hurriedly passed
several lawswith far reaching consequences
with little or no debate. In light of these
attemptsto makethe Parliament redundant
and ineffective, it appears that with this
Special Session, thegovernmentintendsto
give aclear message that a parliamentary
maj ority hasenabled themto completely do
away with the parliamentary system.

It is evident that the system of checks
and balances envisaged in our Constitution
isunder amajor threat. You are sworn to
“preserve, protect and defend the
Constitution” and in these extraordinary
circumstances, | request your intervention
to preserve parliamentary system and to
allow parliamentary sessionsto beaplatform
where questions and matters of importance
are raised and deliberated upon.
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TN Sate Conventio

TIRUCHIRAPALLI
(TN): TheSamyuktaKisan
Morcha(SKM) Tamil Nadu
state conventionwasheld
here on August 30, 2023.
The coordinator of SKM
Tamil Nadu K.
Balakrishnan, acted asthe
president. All IndiaKisan
Sabha (AIKS) national
president RavulaVenkaiah
andAll IndiaKisan Sabha
(36, Canning L ane) national
leader Hanan Mollawere
present as chief guests.
Farmer leadersfrom Tamil

i

Al KSnationaI pres

HananMolla.

In hisaddress, Ravula
Venkaiahsaidthat it wasthe

n of

Farmers’ movement that
madeNarendraM odi bend
hishead. Threedraconian
farmbillswereintroduced
by the BJP-led Union
government. These laws
faced widespread protests
from every corner of the
country. Seven state
governmentsrejected the

Nadu S. GunaShekaran,
Masilamani, SivaSuryan,
and other delegates of 11
Kisan organizations and
more than 700 farmer
representatives from
different districtstook part
intheconvention. Thefirst
flag of theSamyukthaKisan
Morcha was unveiled by

Judega Bharat...

From Front Page

of AAP,Arun Kumar of CPI(M), BinoyViswam of CPI,
Justice (Retd) HasnainM asoodi of National Conference,
Shahid Siddiqui of RLD, NK Premachandran of RSP, G
Devargjanof AIFB, Ravi Rai of CPI(ML), Thirumavalan
of VCK, KM Kadar Moidinof IUML, JoseK Mani of
KC(M) and TMC (to givenamelater).

Working Group for Social Media

Themembersare SupriyaSrinateof INC, Sumit Sharma
of RJD, Ashish Yadav of SP, Rajeev Nigam of SP,
RaghavChaddhaof AAPR Avindani of IMM, IItijaM ehbooba
of PDP, Pranjalof CPI(M), DrBhalchandraK ango of CPI,
IfraJanof National Conference, V ArunKumar of CPI(ML)
and TMC (togivenamelater).

Working Group for Media

Themembersare Jairam Ramesh of INC, ManojJha
of RID, ArvindSawant of Shiv Sena, JitendraAhwad of
NCP, RaghavChaddhaof AAP, Ragjiv Ranjan of JD(U),
Pranjalof CPI(M), Ashish Yadav of SP, Supriyo
Bhattacharya of IMM, Alok Kumar of IMM, Manish
Kumar of JD(U), Rajeev Nigam of SP,
DrBhal chandraK ango of CPI, TanvirSadiq of National
Conference, PrashantK annojiaof SP, Naren Chatterjee
of AIFB, SuchetaDeof CPI(ML), MohitBhan of PDP
and TMC (togivenamelater).

Working Group for Research

ThemembersareAmitabh Dubey of INC, Prof Subodh
Mehta of RJID, PriyankaChaturvedi of Shiv Sena,
VandanaChavan of NCP, KC Tyagi of JD(U), Sudivya
Kumar Sonu of IMM, Jasmine Shah of AAP, AlokRanjan
of SP, ImranNabi Dar of National Conference, Advocate
Adityaof PDPand TMC (togivenamelater).
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laws. The mass agitation
spearheaded by 540
farmers’ organizations
unitedly received solidarity
around the globe. 750
farmersbecamemartyrsin
thismovementandtheUnion
government repealed the
laws due to the immense
momentum of pressurebuilt
by the Farmer’smovement.

He said that the cases
against farmersarepending
inthecourts. Thepromises
whichtheUniongovernment
gavewhileannouncingthe
repeal of lawsremaintobe
fulfilled. Afreshprotestwas

Samyuktha

|
|

ident Ravula Venkai ah addressing the convention

begun at Jantar Mantar on
March 20,2023, demanding
the fulfillment of the
promises. Nearly thousands
of peopleparticipatedinthis
agitation. Healso said that
to defeat Narendra M odi
through strong movements,
SKM will holdmeetingsin
states.

AIKS (36 Canning
Lane) leader HannanMollah
said in his speech that
compensation should be
paidtothefamily of martyrs
andthe casestaken against
the farmers should be

Kisan M orch
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dropped. Hedemanded that
theUnionminister and his
son should be prosecuted
and punishedfor thekilling
of four farmers in the
L akhimpur Kheri incident.
He also demanded that
C2+50 should be
implemented to support
pricesfor thefarmers, and
Kerala-style debt relief
shouldbemadealegal right
throughout thecountry. He
said that all the farmers
should participate in the
nationwide movement for
this.

‘Save

National Council
secretary of theCommunist
Party of India, and leader of
CPI Parliamentary Party
BinoyViswamwrote the
following letter to
Hon'’ blePresident of India
DroupadiMurmu,
RashtrapatiBhavan, New
Delhi on September 9,
2023, expressing his
concern regarding the
manner in which this
government hasproceeded
to convene a Special
Session of the Parliament
from September 18, 2023
to September 22, 2023.

Itwasinformedthrough
thesummonsthat thisSpecia
Session shall not haveany
of the functions that the
Parliament asalegislature
hasawaysperformed. [twill
not havezerohour, question

Constitution,
Save Parliament’

hour or private member’s
day, nor hastheagendafor
these five days been
circulated. In our form of
Government, functionof the
Parliament is to keep the
government accountableto
people. However, these
actions make onewonder
whether thissessionwill be
an Executive Parliament,
replacingtheHousewhere
debates, discussions and
dissentstook place. Aswe
witnessed inthe previous
sessions, the government
stifled the membersfrom
discussingissuesof utmost
importance including
Manipur and hurriedly
passed several lawswithfar
reaching consequenceswith
littleor nodebate. Inlight
of these attemptsto make
the Parliament redundant

andineffective, it appears
that with this Special
Session, the government
intends to give a clear
messagethat aparliamentary
majority hasenabled them
tocompletely doaway with
theparliamentary system.

It is evident that the
system of checks and
balancesenvisagedinour
Condtitutionisunder amgor
threat. You are sworn to
“preserve, protect and
defendtheConstitution” and
in these extraordinary
circumstances, | request
your interventiontopreserve
parliamentary systemandto
alow parliamentary sessions
to be a platform where
questions and matters of
importanceareraised and
deliberated upon.
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The Struggle is for Equitable Education

Inthecountry, thereare
151akh schoolswherean
estimated 25 crorechildren
get enrolled. Out of this
nearly 50 per cent (12
crore) gotoprivateschools,
which areestimated to be
aroundone-third (about 4.5
lakh) school inthecountry.
Theexponential growth of
private schools and the
increasing number of
enrolmentsintheseschools
over the past decades
highlight the inadequate
conditionsof government
schools.

TheKothari Commission
(1964-1966) report
proposed Common School
Systeminthecountry, which
emphasised and aimed to
provideequal educational
opportunitiestoall children
by encompassing public
schools, government aided-
schools and recognised
privateschools. However,
despite more than five
decades since the
recommendation was
made, thecountry isyetto
achievethisvision.

Theultimateaimwasto
ensurethat al schoolswithin
this system maintained a
high standard of quality and
efficiency. The system of
neighbourhood schools, has
been successfully
implementedin countries
likethethen Soviet Union,
Cuba, Chinaandeveninthe
capitalist countries like
United Statesand United
Kingdom.

September 5, as we
celebratetheteachersday,
wedemand that theremust
be equitable education
systeminindia. Besideswe
demand that theremust be
al so support the dearness
allowance and
implementation of K othari
Education Commission
report, whichrecommended
respectable salary and pay

parity for teachers of all
categories. The Kothari
Commission report
proposed a Common
School System but its
implementation faced
opposition from certain
sectionsof the society that
are against sending their
wards to schools having
students from mixed
economicbackgrounds. The
highclass, theupper middle
and middleclassisagainst
sending their children to
government schools. This
resistance to the idea of
common schooling stems

fromthefear that their caste
and social will diminish,
potentially endangeringtheir
dominanceinsociety.

The conditions of
government schoolsinmost
of the states remain
deplorablewhiletheprivate
schoolsflourish. Thoughthe
Kothari Commission
proposed Common
Education System, it could
not be implemented as it
faced oppositionthecertain
sectionsof society.

Thechildrenbelongingto
downtrodden sectionsof the
society donot haveany other
source of education
throughout the entire
country. Theinjusticeis
beingdonetothepoor tribal
childrenby givingthisrotten
education. Thegovernments
are rather ensuring they
continuedoing labour work
generation after generation

anddon’t moveforwardin
their lives. They arebeing
simply cheated. They trust
thegovernment. Thereis
requirement of infrastructure
and teachers. They are
academically atlow level.

Thestory of government
schools, baringafew states
likeLDFgovernmentruled
Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
Himachal Pradeshand Delhi
andafew statesinNortheast
isprobably thesameacross
the country. The quality
education in government
schools has been

deliberately ignored sothat
private schools could
prosper at the cost of the
studentsfromthepoor class.
Theeducationpolicy framers
and administrators of
government schoolshave
hatched thisconspiracy to
deprived the quality
educationtothepoor. The
upper richand themiddle
class parents send their
childrento privateschools
whereas the parents
belongingtoworkingclass,
thedalits, adivasisand some
sections of the OBC and
religiously minority sections
send their children to
government schools. The
National Education Policy
(NEP) brought by theruling
RSS-BJP regime would
further marginalise and
communalisethestudentsof
thisstrataof society. Under
the NEP the education is
highly costly.

The current education
system under the ruling
regimereflectsthechal lenges
asthegovernment saysthat
itisstrivingtoprovidequality
educationtoall itscitizens.
With a vast and diverse
population, thecountry faces
the dual task of ensuring
access to education and
improvingitsquality across
different regionsand socio-
economic backgrounds.

Thegovernmentshaveto
overcomesof thepersistent
problems like uneven
learning, gender disparity

andskillsdevelopment. The
disparity arisenot only due
to inefficiencies in the
education system but al so
how thesysteminthecountry
has been shaped over
decades.

Thehistory isevidentthat
the traditional Hindu
educationsystemservedthe
needs of Brahmins, those
wereconsideredthehighest
casteinthesocia hierarchy.
The medieval period
educationwasa someantfor
thedlitist. Thesenotionsand
tendencies were re-
enforced under theBritish
rulethatlinked educationto
government service meant
to serve the colonial
interests, which created a
divide between English
medium and vernacul ar
mediumschools, whichistill
datecontinuing.

Theindependent India

STUDY &

STRUGGLE

A i Vs

under Jawaharlal Nehru
envisionedthecountry asa
secular democracy withthe
intervention of state in
commanding theeconomy.
Education wasused atool
tounitethecountry that was
divided by wealth, casteand
religion to foster self-
relianceand modernisation.

Theeducationsystemin
Indiahasbeenfavouringand
isstill theprivileged class
particularly after the
introduction of NEP.
Educationisbeing seenas
the symbol of status and
aspiration in the society
seekingjobopportunitiesin
the neo-global market.
However, not all hasaccess
toquality English medium
education, many students
belonging to poor strataof
society arebeing deprived
fromthis.

Toovercomeobstacles
weneedto approachfor a
comprehensiveandengaged
approachisneed of thehour.
It needsstrong political will
with the support of
policymakers, education
expertsand stakehol ders.
We must rai se awareness
andfoster consensusonthe
importance of scattering
equitable  education
opportunitiesfor all children.
Currently thecountry’selite
sectionisresponsibleforthe
neglect of our public
educationsystem. Theelite
want the children after
getting sub-standard
educationto servethem.
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Urbanization in India

Urbanization referstothe population shift
fromrural tourban areas. Urbansisalatin
word of ancient Rome, meaning peoplewho
lived in cities settled at concentrated areas
of habitation with complexities of race,
religion and relationsin their living, with
professions other than agriculture.

In India, according to
Census-2011, there are
4378 citiesamongst which
1451 canbecategorized as
townswith municipalities.
During 1947, thecity based
populationinindiawasfive
crorewhich increased by
|eapsand boundsto 21 per
cent of thetotal population
in 1975 and 27.8 per cent
in 2000.

If weconsider theyear
2011 as base of latest
Census, thenwefindthat out
of 1.21 billion total
population, 37,71,06,125
peopleliveincities. This
constituted 31.1 per centin
2011, whereasitwas27.8
per centin2001. Duringlast
tenyearsthemigrationof rurdl
population to cities was
morethan22millions.

Globally,itispredicted
that by 2050, about 64 per
centof thedevelopingworld
and 86 percent of the
developed world will be
urbanized. The United
Nations (UN) has also
projected that nearly all
global populationgrowth
from2017to 2030 will be
absorbedby cities. Itwill be
about 1.1 billion new
urbanitesover thenext 13
years.

Indevelopingworldlike
India, asaresult of conflicts
over landrightsduetothe
effects of capitalist
globalization, the poorer
sectionsof peopleinrural
society, such as farmers,
unemployed youth and
agricultural labor including
theindigenoustribal people,
migrated and settled into
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cities in the past and the
process continues as
agriculturefailstoprovide
livelihood. A booklet of
AIPSN publishedin2017
with the  caption
‘Developmentfor theRich’
writes:” Rapid growth of
Indian economy sincethe
1990’s has been
accompanied by agrowing
agricultural distress. More
than 300,000 farmershave
committed suicideinthis
period, and the
manufacturing sectoris
stagnating.About 1 crore30
lakhIndiansarebornevery
year butjobcreationinthe
organized sector absorbs
only ten per cent of this
number.”

Forced
Displacement of
Rural Population

Themost negativefesture
of the process of
urbanizationistheruin of
agriculture and
unprecedented dominance
of real estate sector by land
mafias, causngdisplacement
of rural population.
Urbanisation has got
momentum with the mad
pursuanceof theeconomic
neo-liberalismby theUnion
and Stategovernments. It
gets boost with the
increasingimigrationof rura
work force due to the
shrinking of job
oppourtunitiesinagriculture
and allied sectors. ... The
acquisition of land in
fraudulent manner is a
continuousmenacethatis
ruiningthelivesof millions.
Thenexusof landandbuilder

mafia, rulingpoliticiansand
bureaucracy is playing
havoc. Millionsarebeing
dislodged fromtheir land.
Therecent changesinland
acquisitionlawswill further
aggravatethesituation.

Another aspect of this
unplanned urbanizationis
moreand moreprivatization
of most of thecivicamenities
heaping new economic
burden on the urban
population. Evensupply of
drinking water has been
privatized in anumber of
citiesandtowns. Migrant
labour alsoadversely affects
thedaily wager system.”

Conflict betweenmodern
industry andagriculture:

Karl Marxhad stated
inhisCAPITAL-Volume
|: “ Capitalist production, by
connectingthepopulationin
great centres, and causing
an ever-increasing
preponderance of town
population, ontheonehand
concentratesthehistorical
motivepower of society; on
theother hand, itdisturbsthe
circulationof matter between
man and the soil, that is,
preventsthereturntothesoil
of itselementsconsumed by
manintheform of foodand

clothing.” (Capital-I,
pp.474-75). Thisimbalance
between industrial

productionandagricultural
productionwill ultimately
createcrisisfor existenceof
humanity.”

What ‘ The Communist
Manifesto’ says:-

The Communist
Manifesto, the first
programme of proletarian
revolution, jointlywrittenby
Marx and Engelsin 1848,
says: “ Communism means
gradual combination of
agriculture with
manufacturingindustries,
gradual abolition of the
distinctionbetweentownand
country, by amoreequitable

distributionof thepopulation
over thecountry.” (Marx-
Engels Selected Works
Vol.l, p.127).

Inhiswork ‘ Principlesof
Communism’, Engels
theoretically substantiated
somemostimportant points
intheCommunistManifesto
and tactical principlesto
preparefor atransitionfrom
capitalismtosocialism.

Tothequestion(No.17):
“Will itbepossibletoabolish
privateproperty at oneblow
(?),” Engelsanswers: “No,
suchathingwould bejust
as impossible, as at one
blowtomultiply theexisting
productive forces to the
degree necessary for the
creationof thecommunity.”

Interestingly, hecounted
12 points of action
programmesfor creatinga
Stuationindemocracy which
was visualized by himin
post-proletarianrevol ution.
Amongthose 12 points,in
point No.7, he says, (the
programmewoul dinclude):
“Increase of national
factories, work shops,
railways and ships,
cultivationof al uncultivated
landandimprovement of the
aready cultivatedlandinthe
sameproportioninwhichthe
capital and workersat the
disposal of the nation are
increasing.”

In the clarification to
pointNo.9of these 12 point
programmes, Engelssays,
(itwill be) “ Theerection of
large palaces on national
estatesascommondwellings
for communitiesof citizens
carryingonindustry aswell
as agricultures and
combiningtheadvantagesof
urbanandrural life, without
thecitizenshavingtosuffer
fromtheonesidednessand
disadvantagesof either.”

Attheendtotheanswer
of the question number 18
(what will bethe course of

C. R. Bakshi

thisrevolution), Engelssays,
at point no.12, that “ Of
course, all thesemeasures
cannot be introduced at
once. But onewill always
leadtotheother ... finally,
when all capital, all
production, andall exchange
areconcentratedinthehands
of the nation, private
ownershipwill automatically
haveceasedtoexist, money
will  have become
superfluousand production
will have soincreased and
menwill have so changed
that thelast formsof theold
social relationswill alsobe
abletofall away.”

Inreply tothequestion
number 20, Engelssays.

“Itfollowsfromall this
that the antithesi sbetween
town and country will
likewise disappear. The
carryingonof agricultureand
industrial productionby the
samepeopl e, instead of by
twodifferentclasses,is, even
for purely material reasons,
an essential condition of
communistic association.
The scattering of the
agricultural population
throughout the country,
aongsidethecrowdingof the
industrial populationinthe
bigtowns,isastateadequate
only toanunderdevel oped
stage of agriculture and
industry, an obstacletoall
further development, which
iIs making itself very
perceptibleevennow.”

Obviously, urbanization
isantithesistothetheory of
equitabledistribution of the
population, equitable
development and social
justice. Neither theurban
populationinurbanizedcities
and towns will get civic
amenitiesat |lower cost nor
therura populationwill have
access to their land,
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and its Baneful Impact

agricultureandemployment
for increased food
production and better
income.

Mahatma Gandhi
on India and
Socialism

In Indian context,
Mahatma Gandhi in his
article*Indiaand Socialism’,
writes: “Real socialismhas
been handed downto ushby
our ancestorswho taught,
‘All land belongsto Gopal;
wherethenistheboundary
line?Manisthemaker of that
lineand hecan, therefore,
unmakeit.” Gopal literally
means shepherd; it also
means god. In modern
languageit meansthestate,
thatis thepeople. Theland
and all property ishiswho
will work for it. No man
should havemorelandthan
he needs for dignified
sustenance.” (‘Indiaof My
Dreams' by M.K.Gandhi,
pp.22-23).

Regarding village
Industries, MahatmaGandhi
was of strong view that,
“Extniction of village
industrieswould complete
the ruin of the 7,00,000
villagesinindia. ... If the
villageperishes, Indiawill
perishtoo. ... Therevival of
thevillageispossibleonly
whenitisnomoreexploited.
Industrializationonamass
scalewill necessarily leadto
passiveor activeexploitation
of the villagers as the
problemsof competitionand
marketingcome. Therefore,
we haveto concentrateon
the village being self-
contai ned, manufacturing
mainly for use. Providedthis
character of the village
industry ismaintained, there
would be no objection to
villagers using even the
modern machinesandtools
that they can makeand can
afford to use. Only, they
should not be used as a

means of exploitation of
others. (Ibid, p.104)
My experiencesin
Chinain 2002

Intheyear 2002, | gota
chancetovisit Chinaalong
witha5- member delegation
of CPI. We were taken to
avillagenamed Nanzie of
Hainan provincewhichwas
comparable with Uttar
PradeshinIndia. Chinese
interpreterstold usthatitwas
an ideal village of China
whichwasbeing devel oped
bothinagricultureontheone
hand and onthe other hand,
in setting up small scale
industries like printing
machine, printingink factory,
spices factory, wheat
grindingunits,lathemachines
formanufacturingspareparts
of agro-equipments and
transportationvehicles, etc.,
whichwerebeing operated
by thevillageyouthinan
integrated co-operative
production system. The
villagecouncil waslooking
after 26 institutions.
Gradually, thedifference
between the character of
rural andcity lifestylewas
being removed, they
claimed. It wasasuccessful
experiment to introduce
principlesof communismin
economic activitiesof the
village. This system was
startedintheyear 1984 and
since then the economic
growth was 300 times
higher than that of thebase
year.In2001their per capita
incomeper monthwas811
dollers (nearly 40,000
Rupees).

Withtotal population of
1300belongingto300family
units, thevillagewashaving
60 hectareirrigatedlandin
total land area of 1.78
sqaremile. Every peasant
wasallotted pattaof equal
measure of land for agro-
activities All thefamilieswere
allotted apartmentsbuilt by

thevillagecouncil andthey
were provided with air
conditioners,  stove,
€l ectroni c equipments, etc.
Entireeducational cost of
studentsupto collegelevel,
medical expensesinhospital
for treatments, etc. were
borneby thevillagecouncil.
Theincomeof peasantswas
higher than the factory
workersby morethanten
percent. Thevillagecouncil
leaderstold our delegation
that there were such 360
villagesinHainanprovince.
Butall thevillagescould not
developtheir economy upto
that level asthat of thevillage
Nanzie. Thisvillagecouncil
popularized anew slogan:
“Letmembersof thevillage
council reducetheir persona
savingsto‘zero’ andadopt
thepolicy of communism,
‘fromeach accordingtohis
capacity and to each
accordingtohisnecessity.””

| think, such adream of
communismwasthereinthe
mind of MahatmaGandhi
alsoinhisconcept of * Gram
Swarg)’ inlndia.

The new Chinese
leadership is now
experimenting withanew
idea of *“Theoretical
innovations in the
localization of Marxism.”
Recently, Dr. Siddangouda
Patel of Karnataka who
alongwith the CPI State
Secretary fromBihar, Com.
SatyanarayanaSingh, visited
Chinatoattendaseminar on
thesubject. Hereportedin
theNewAge: “Inspiteof the
ambitiousand impressive
economic devel opment of
the Chinese economy,
around 40 million of the
Chinesepopulationareyet
categorized as “poor”.
Therefore, thepresentfocus
of the CPCisto eradicate
poverty by theyear 2020.”

Wealsofindanegative
report through a bookl et

written by Musharraf Ali,
namely, “Smart City -
RahatyaAfat”, which says
that 6 croresand 40 lakhs
apartmentsin Smart Cities
constructed in China are
remaining vacant. If acity
populationisstandardisto
beconsidered upto 10lakhs,
then with these vacant
houses64 new citiescanbe
established.”

Actualy, therearemany
contradictionsontheway to
build socialism, and those
can besolved by applying
Marxist dialectics only,
internationally aswell as
locally, inaccordancetothe
characteristicsof agiven
country. As China is
struggling for building
scientific  socialism
according to their
characteristics, Indiaalso
will haveto pursuethepath
of scientific socialism
according to Indian
characteristics.

Smart City will only
Increase Unemployment,
Slumand Crimesinindia

Theconcept of smart city
that has already started
raising headinIndiaat the
instanceof imperialistforces,
corporate houses and big
monopolies, withthelead
takenby our PrimeMinister
NarendraModi, will worsen
the problems of our vast
massesof urban population
aswell asthepopulationin
rural areaswho havebeen
sufferingfromworstagrarian
distress. Thegovernanceof
the country through
democratic process will
actually be handed over
more and moreto private
monopoly houses, land
mafia and developersin
country side and the
agriculturewill befurther
ruined.

As Prof. S.R.Solanki,
Head Of the Department of
Economics, Arts,

Commerce & Science
Collegeat BorsadinDistrict
Anand(Gujarat) haswritten:

“The use of modern
technology isincreasingin
citiesinindustrial fields. So
thefigureof employeesis
Increasing morerather than
thefigure of employment.
Hence, urban
unemployment has
increased. It is due to
urbanization, theproblemof
habitat emerges. So people
liveinfilthy Chawls, roads
whichgivebirthtotheft,loot,
prostitution etc. ... The
pollution of air, water and
noisehaveincreasedincities
due to industrial
development andincreasing
vehicles. Urbanizationisa
dangerous problem for a
developing country like
India.”

Theinstanceof broken-
city system causing
dangerous accident that
took placein Mumbai this
year onthe railway bridge
at Elphinstone station by
killing20citizensandhurting
many moreinastampede,
shows the failures of the
development plans of
urbanization. . Whenlives
of urban peopleinmulticrore
citieslikeMumbai cannotbe
saved, why shouldwemake
it as a choice for
development?

So, Indiawill haveto
oppose urbanizationtooth
and nail and force the
government nottofollowthe
foot stepsof globilzationand
urbanization by world
capital, which they have
planned only tomakemore
profit and solvetheir own
problem of the crises of
financecapital at thecost of
commonmanincitiesand
therurd agricultureinindia

(PresentedinAll India
Progressive Forum
Seminar inMadgaon, Goa
in December, 2017)
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Three Days Women Cadre Class in MP

A three day Party
Class for the women
cadre of Madhya
Pradesh was
succefullyor ganized
at the Jungle Resort
of GhunGhuti in the
Umariya district of
the state.

The three-day class
was inaugurated by
assistant secretary of
M P state council of CPI
Haridwar Singh and
was presided by
DrYugalRayalu,
member of the Central
EducationDepartment
of CPI.

In his inaugural
address, Haridwar
Singh expressed his
happinessover thevery
goodresponse to the
class. He called upon
thewomen cadresto get
acquainted with the
M arxistPhilosophy to
becomegoodleadersin
the coming times. He
paidrichtributestothe
greatleaders of CPI
who nourished the party
through the thick and
thin of the times. He
said being a class for
the women cadre,
women’s issues form
the core of the class.
Apart fromthe M arxist
Philosophy, the
participantsshould try
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to understand the
challengesthat women
of India facetoday.
Haridwar Singh
appreciated the efforts
of Vibha Pandey, state
council member of the
Party and general
secretary of state
Anganwadi Union, to
reach out to
themaximum number
of the participants.In
his presidential
addres s,
DrYugalRayalu
congratulated
ArvindSrivastav,
secretary of state
council and Haridwar
Singh, for having
worked hard to
organize theclass. He
called upon the
participants to read as
much asmaterial thatis
being made available

Dr Yugal Rayalu

tothem. He said
understanding
Marxism and
implementing it is a
continuous process,
hence wemust be
continuously updating
ourselves with the
changing situations.
He also guided
theparticipants about
the best ways to make
best of the classin the
short duration of three
days.

Vibha Pandey was
elected the Captain
while Aruna Patel was
elected thevicecaptain
of the class. Both of
them conducted the
proceedings of the
class. Thefirst session
was engaged by

DrRayalu on the
subject, “Scientific
Temperament”.

He used the basic
principles of logic to
explain the concept of
Scientific
Temperament. Whenhe
asked each of the
participantsto give an
exampleof logical and
illogical events
happenings,therewasa
spontaneous response
and each participant
narrated incidents.

ArunaPatel engaged
the second session on,
“Constitutional Rights
of women” .She
explained in very easy
language about the
rights of women
enshrined in the
IndianConstitution.

Vibha Pandey
concluded the day’s

tasks with her session
on, “Fighting for
women’s rights inday
to day life”. This was
an interactive session
with good participation
fromthewomen cadre.

S e ¢c o n d
day,SarikaSrivastav
engaged a session on
the history of
“Women’sstruggle for
their rights”. Starting
from the first war of
independence, shegave
a detailedinformation
on the subject.

Haridwar Singh
engaged a session on
the history of
Communist party of
India  andworkers
movement. Dr. Rayalu
explained the basics of
Marxism in the last
session. Heexplained
thedifference between
thebourgeoisieParties
and the Communist
Party to the
participants.Kiran
Prakash conducted the
feedback session in
which all the
participants
spokeabout their
experienceintheclass.
M ost of the participants
promised that they
wouldworkseriously to
build the party in the
state.
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Union-StateGovt NexusWreckingUniversitiesin WB

Thestategovernmentand
thegovernor of West Bengal,
who also serves as the
Chancellor of state-aided
universities, arecollaborating
tounderminethedemocratic
foundation of public-funded
universitiesinthestate. The
stategovernmentinitiated
thisprocessby unilaterally
appointing individuals
alignedwiththerinterestsas
vice-chancellorsof state-
aided universities,
disregarding therelevant
university acts and UGC
regulations. They further
enacted a series of
undemocratic and
authoritativeeducationbills
intheAssembly, aimingto
exert direct governmental
control over university
administration since
assuming power. Thispaved

the way for the current
Governor to manipulate
ingtitutionsof higherlearning,
pushing them toward a
specificideological stance.

In recent times, the
governor has been
appointing individuals
affiliated with RSS
(RashtriyaSwayamsevak
Sangh), someof whomlack
eventhebasicqualifications
for holding the position of
vice-chancellor, asinterim
VCs of state-aided
universities. Thiscontinues
toviolateboththepertinent
university acts and UGC
guidelines. The latest
instances of politically
motivated appointments
involve individualsfrom
non-academic
backgrounds, including a
retiredjudge (knownfor his

biased verdictsduring his
tenureaschief justiceof the
KarnatakaHigh Court) and
aformer policeofficer (IPS)
asinterimvice-chancellors
of state-aided universities.
Even in the recent
appointment of theinterim
ViceChancellor of Jadavpur
University, the UGC
guidelinesweredisregarded.

Variousindividualsand
organizationshavealready
filed several legal cases
challenging these
authoritariandecisonsmade
by theGovernor, bothinthe
CalcuttaHighCourtandthe
Supreme Court.

All IndiaFederation of
University and College
T e ac h er s
Organisations (AIFUCTO)
unequivocally condemnsthe
undemaocratic actionsand

choices of both the state
government and the
governor of West Bengal. It
isevidentthat their intentis
tosystematically dismantle
thestate’ spublicly-funded
universities. Thisalignswith
theconceal ed agendaof the
central governmenttoallow
corporateentitiestoplay a
roleinhigher educationand
to deprive marginalized
communities, particularly
those from socio-
economically disadvantaged
backgrounds, of their
fundamental right tohigher
education—a primary
objective of the National
Education Policy
2020.(NEP 2020).

We demand an
immediatecessation of these
mal practicesandareturnto
theoperationof universities

in accordance with the
relevant university actsand
UGC guidelines, devoid of
any politica interference. We
insistthattheUGCrulesand
regulationsgoverning the
appointment of vice-
chancellors must not be
breached by any authority.
Additionally, wecall for the
prompt appointment of full-
time vice-chancellors,
adheringtotheapplicable
university acts and UGC
guidelines, for all state-
funded universities.

If the state government
and the Governor of West
Bengal persist in their
disregard for established
norms, AIFUCTOwill be
compelledtoinitiaterobust
resistance against both
entities to safeguard the
democraticandinclusive
structureof higher education
inour nation.

Workshop on Party Education

KOLKATA: The State
Party Education Department
of the Communist Party of
Indiaorganized atwo-day
workshop on Party
Educationon August 26 and
27, at BhupeshBhawan,
Kolkata.

Today thecountryisina
deep crisis.The RSS-
controlled and
corporate-run communal
fascist BJPgovernmentinthe
centreispushingthecountry
towardsdivisonsonrdigion,
sex, language, caste and
groups.

They want to make our
secular India a Hindu
Rashtra. Communistsneed
Marxist-L eninist education
togetridof thisdeepcrisis.
Anil Rgimwale, Principal of
theparty’scentral education
department, expressedthis
opinion in the opening
speech of theworkshopon
August 26.Themainbasi sof
thecommunist movementis
economic, political and
ideological struggle. In2014,
theBJPcameto power under
the leadership  of

NarendraM odi. Guided by
the RSS and corporate
capital thegovernment, he
wants to privatize the
country’sresourcesandhand
themover tothecapitalists.

Party educationisvery
important to save the
country’sConstitutionand
democracy. Thus,
translation of booklets,
pamphletsand booksinto
regional languages is
essential.

Intoday’sworkshopon
the topic ‘ Importance of
party education and future
plans’, state secretary
Swapan Banerjeesaidthat
thecountry isgoingthrough
a deep crisis. Marxist-
Leninist educationisvery
important in this adverse
situation. Hence the
organization of this
workshop. Today’spolitics
isbecoming morecomplex.
Moreand moreworkshops
are needed to understand
this complex politics.
Cadres educated in
MarxismandLeninismare
the real wealth of a

Subodh Datta

Communist party.
KalyanBanerjee, editor
of CPI stateorganKalantar,
and Srikumar M ukherjee
spokeonthisday.

CPlisgoingtocelebrate
itscentenary. CPl mustturn
around, must show direction
to the people.This call
gained importanceonthe
last day of the two-day
workshop. Speakersof the
day wereformer principal of
Rajya Party
School,Bhanudeb Dutta,a
member of the central
secretariat,PallabSengupta
and deputy editor of New
Age, KrishnaJha. Bhanudeb
Dutta said that the
communist movement is
basically a movement of
workers and farmers.
Communistsaretheintel lect
and conscienceof thisage.

PallabSengupta, a
member of the central
secretariat, said that the
party should moveforward

throughideol ogicd struggle.

In order to make party
education effective and
efficient, party education
department
chiefAmlenduDebnath
dividedthestateintofive
zonesand distributed the
respons bilitiesof eachzone.

A largenumber of party

teachersat thedistrict and
local council level attended
theworkshop. Twenty three
participantsfrom 16districts
took an active part in the
discussion.

On the first day, the
workshop wasbegun after
hoisting the party flag and
garlandingthemartyr’ saltar.

Services Sector Growth
Slows Down in August

GrowthinIndia sdominant servicessector |ost some
steaminAugust astheheadlinePurchasingManagers Index
(PMI) figurefell to 60.1 fromal3-year-highof 62.3in
July assalesslowed down amidarecordincreasein new
export business, saidasurvey by S& PGlobal on September

5,2023.

“Total new busi nessincreasedfor thetwenty-fifthmonth
inarow duringAugust. Advertising and robust demand
for serviceswereamong thereasonslisted for growth.
Althoughsofter thaninJuly, theoverall expansioninsales
wasoneof thestrongest seenin 13years,” saidthecredit

rating agency.

A reading above50inthesurvey indicatesexpansion
of services activity and afigure below that suggests
contraction. Thesurvey polled around 400 companiesin
non-retail consumer services, transport, information,
communication, finance, insurance, real estate, and business

services.
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Calls for March...

From Back Page

country. Several agitations
had taken place—in 1976
HarijanM ahaSabha, in2002
Bhopal declaration,in2013
for sub plan for SCs and
STs. It is because of
reservations SCsand STs
couldbecomelASandIPS
officialsand ministers. He
al so pointed out that asper
Article 46 of the
Constitution,livelihood,
employment, education,
land, health protection
measures, reservationshave
tobecompulsorily provided
toDalits, scheduled tribes.

Prof Sukhadiyo
Thorat, former chairman of
JNU,whileaddressinginthe
concluding session of the
summit stated that inchild
deaths, thenumber of Dalits
aremoreinnumber. Healso
expressed concernthat those
children are unableto get
nutritiousand qualitative
food. Inhigher education
upper castesare41 percent
whereasDalitsaremere 12
percent. In slums upper
castesarefour percent and
Dalitsare13 percent. Dalits
are being neglectedin all
fronts. Ruling classes
miserably failed in
implementingDdlitrights.In

other countriesproviding
welfare measures for
depressed classesistreated
asaright butinour country
itistreatedasmercy. Their
rightsarebeing enjoyed by
upper castes.Encouraging
and helping Dalitsmust be
treated asaright.

MallepalliLaxmaiah,
chairmanfor Centrefor Dalit
Studieswhile addressing
assuredthat statelevel and
digtrictlevel conventionswill
be organisedwhere local
issueswill alsobediscussed.
A movementwill bebuild
up.Political, economicand
social issueswill also be
discussed. Duringthelast 10
yearsattacksonDalitshave
increased. Healso assured
that inequalities,
discrimination and
negligenceof ruling classes
will beexposed.

Kaki Madhava Rao,
former secretary, united
Andhra Pradesh
government, emphasized on
theunity of Lal, Neel (Red
and Blue) flags. The
ideologies of Marx and

Ambedkarmust be
understood well. In our
country, the British

government hasgoneand
billionaires governmenthas

come. We should feel
ashamed of it. Whereis
equality asper Ambedkar’s
ideology? Who is
responsible for this? He
expressed concern that
Dalitsarefacinginequality
and discrimination in
political, economic and
social fronts.

Subhashini Ali, former
MP and Dalit
SoshanM uktiManch|eader
pointed out in her address
that RSSis conspiring to
dismantleour Constitution
in order to replace it by
ManuSmriti. Mostly women
are being exploited more
even among Dalits and
tribals. Hindutvaforcesare
makinglawsagainst Dalits
andadivasis. InTelangana
differencesarebeingcreated
between Malas and
Madigas and in Manipur
between tribalsand other
peoplesof other regionshy
thegovernmentsthemselves.

Prof Limbadri, chairman,
Higher Education Council,
Telangana,whileaddressing
said that because of
economic and social
backwardness, Dalit
dropouts are more in
number inthecountry. The
roleof Dalitsisvery nomina
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inmaths, science, computer
science, statistics, data
scienceand astronomy;, etc.
Though several laws are
being enacted towards
empowerment of Dalits,
expected results are not
being achieved.
Empowerment ispossible
through education and
employment. In1960there
were25universitiesand 700
collegesbutat present 1,113
universitiesaretherebut the
number of Dalitsinll Tsand
[IMsisvery less.

Prof NarendraKumar,
JINU, inhisaddress, made
it clear that due to
liberalisation, privatisation
and globalisation, the
employment potentialities
have decreased
considerably. In the past
childrenof workersandalso
of sarpanchesusedtogoto
government schools. Butthis
situation hasbeen changed
gradually. If New Education
policy 2020isimplemented,
childrenbelongingtoDalits
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and adivasiswill not get
admissions in private
schools. Thereisadanger
tolndianuniversitieswiththe
governmentallowingforeign
universitiestocometolndia

Thesummit has passed
aresolution condoningthe

demise of
GaddarPrgjaYuddhaNauka.
The summit also

condemned the ghastly
incidentsin Manipur and
demanded immediate
resignationof chief minister
of Manipur.

NakkaBalamalesh, state
general secretary of BKMU,
RamavathAnjaiahNayak,
state general secretary,
GirijanaSamakhya,
Kanthai ah state president,
BKMU,KoyyadaSrujana
Kumar, Thati
Venkateshwarlu, secretary
and vice president,
BKMU,Jangaiah and
MarupakaAnilkumar, state
general secretary, Dalit
Hakkul aPorataSamithial so
took partinthesummit.

Remembering Martyrs...

From Page 04

state are not taking any measuresto control pricesand
createemployment. Thefight against communalismand
arbitrarinessmust beintensified. Hesubmitted acharter
of demands.

In support of the demands, state secretary of CPI,
Swapan Banerjeesaid, ignoringtherain, thismassiverally
wantstowarn boththe Centreand the state governments
that the people areawake, and are cautioning theruling
forcesthat their daysare comingtoanend. Thepriceof
daily necessitiesincluding food hasskyrocketed, there
isnoopportunity for employment. Unemploymentisgrowing
fast. Thecommunal BJPgovernment at the Centreiskeen
to shatter the democratic system and establish aHindu
state. Andthecorrupt Trinamool governmentisbusy selling
jobsand smuggling coal, cattleand sand. Someleaders
and ministersareinjail today. Thesetwo governments
should beremoved and peopl e sgovernmentsshould be
established at the centre and state.

CPI(M) state secretary, Mohammad Salim said that
therehasbeen agloriousfood movementinthisstate. We
will not let thecountry fall into the handsof corporates;
wewill savethestatefrom the handsof robbers.

Naren Chatterjeeof Forward Block, TapanHor of RSP
and several otherswereamong thosewhotheassembly.

Notableamongthosewhoattendedtherally werePrabir
Deb, TapanGanguli, Kalyan Banerjee, Gautam Roy
of CPI,Suryakant Mishra, RamachandraDom of CPI(M).
L eadersof L eft partieswereal so present.

Inthemorning of August 31, Left leadershad paid

tributestotheMartyrsof theFood Movement at theRaja
SubodhMallick Squareby placingfloral wreaths.
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CPof ChilePaysTributestoAllende

CommunistParty of Chile
paid atributeto President
Salvador Allende,
celebrating 53 yearssince
thetriumph of the Popular
Unity. Amarchwascarried
out from Alameda with
Morandétothefeet of the
monument to the former
commander inthe Plazaof
theConstitution, honour and
glory.

Asistradition, political
and social organizations
made a pilgrimage to the
monument to Salvador
Allende, inthePlazaof the
Constitution, on the
occasion of the 53rd
anniversary of hiselection
tothe Chilean presidency.

On September 4, 1970,
Allendewontheelectionsas
thecandidateof the Popular
Unity, acoalition madeup
of left-wing groups,
includingthe Socialist and
Communist partiesandthe
Unitary Popular Action
Movement (MAPU).

Duringthethousanddays
of hisgovernment, important
transformationswerecarried
outinthecountry, such as
thenationalizationof coppe,
thedeepening of theagrarian
reform, thehalf-litreof milk
daily to eliminate child
malnutrition and the
universalizationof health.

Allendewon after four
elections, it was not
overnight, but theresult of
apeopl ethat organizeditself
and for the first time
Socialism cameto power
democratically.

Theson of therecently
deceased president of the
Communist Party of Chile
(PCCh), GuillermoTeillier,
participatedinthepilgrimage
alongwiththewidow of the
former leader of that
organization, Margarita
Alvarado.

“My father would surely
behere, soobviousy weare
on hisbehalf and becauseof

what thefigure of Allende
represents,” hesaid.

Themarchpassedinfront
of thedoor of Morandé80,
of the Palacio de La
Moneda, wheretheremains
of the dignitary were
removed on September 11,
1973, whenthecoupled by
Augusto Pinochet took
place.

Inhisspeechat theend
of the pilgrimage, the
general secretary of the
PCCh, Lautaro Carmona,
recalled that in this same

sguare, thepresidentwarned
of aseriousconspiracy of
reactionary elementsthat, in
order to attack theadvance
of the people, did not
hesitateto resort to fascist
practices.

He denounced that the
ultra-right makesabusive
use of its majority in the
Constitutional Council in
charge of drafting a new
magnacartatoreplacethe
oneinforcesincethetime
of thedictatorship (1973-
1990).

If the Constitution
proposal emanating from
that council goesabovethe
interests of the people,
without adoubt, it will be
rejected, said Carmona.

Theparticipantsinthe
International Summit for
Democracy and Human
Rights, heldinthecommune

of Recoletaontheoccasion
of the50thanniversary of the
coup, paidtributetoAllende.

USsilenceencourages
Israeli aggression

Israeli occupationforces
killed Ayed Samih Khaled
Abu Harb, a 21-year-old
Pal estinianyouth whowas
shot inthe head during an
armedraidonarefugeecamp
in the West Bank city of
Tulkarem.

Inareactiontothis, the
Pal estinian presidency
spokesperson Nabil Abu

Rudeineh criticized
the United States for its
inaction on the ongoing
Isragli violationsintheWest
Bank, urging it to take
meaningful actionstoendthe
Palestiniansuffering.

Hecriticised theroleof
theirrationa U.S. slencehas
encouraged the Israeli
government to continueits
violationsagainst our people
intheWest Bank.

According to him as a
result, Israel returnedtoits
policy of stormingthecities
intheWest Bank andkilling
youngPa estiniansaswell as
destroyingtheinfrastructure
of Palestinian cities and
villages. He stressed that
Palestinianswill never give
uptheir rightsof defending
their landsand holy places.

HecalledontheU.S.to
“interveneimmediately to

stop the ongoing Israeli
aggression and not be
satisfiedwiththepolicy of
statements that do not
change anything on the
ground,” warningthat “the
situationisonthevergeof
exploding asaresult of the
dangerous Israeli
escalation.”

SinceJanuary, over 220
Palestinianshavebeenkilled
by Israeli soldiers and
settlers, accordingtoofficia
figures.

Thepoorest countriesin

f.\
24

world by GDP per capita

Despiteabundant global
wealth, some countries
continuetosufferinextreme
poverty. Goingby GDPper
capitacountry-wise, there
isalist poorest countriesin
theworldin2023. Before
getting into thelist of the
poorest countriesin the
world, let’sfirst understand
the concept of GDP per
capitaand how acountryis
ranked onthisbasis.GDP
standsfor GrossDomestic
Product, whichmeasuresa
country’ sgoodsand services
produced yearly. Its
population must also be
consideredtogetaclearer
pictureof how rich or poor
a country is. Therefore,
dividetheGDPby thetotal
number of peoplein the
country to get GDP per
capita.

Diary of

| nternational

Events
C. Adhikesavan

Sometimes, the GDP per
capitaonlytellsuspart of the
story. That’s because the
cost of livingandinflation
ratescanvary alotfromone
country toanother. Thatis
where PPP penetrates to
makeafar comparison. PPP
standsfor Purchasing Power
Parity and considers the
local costsandinflationrates
to give a more accurate
picture of the standard of
livingindifferent countries.

Some countries might
have artificially inflated
GDPs due to being tax
havens. So, in GDP per
capitaranking 2023, GDP
per capitaPPPisahel pful
tool to pinpoint the poorest
countriesintheworld.

These are the poorest
countriesin the world in
2023 by GDPper capitaPPP
as estimated
by International Monetary
Fund(IMF) asof August 28,
2023. The GDP-PPP in
dollars. South Sudanwith
GDP-PPP515.75, Burundi
891, Central African
Republic 1,130, Somalia
1,370, DemocraticRepublic
of Congo 1,474,
Mozambique 1556, Niger
1,600, Malawi 1682, Chad
1797 andLiberial,798.

Smaller andlesspowerful
countries in challenging
regionsareamongthebottom
teneconomies. Liberiaand
Chad encounter obstacles
likelimitedresources, weak
financial sectors, and
unfavourabletax regimes,
hinderingforeigninvestments
and growth. Even larger
nationslikethe Democratic
Republic of theCongo and
M ozambiquestrugglewith
poverty due to internal
conflicts, palitical instability,
and inadequate
infrastructure, hampering
their economic progress.
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Unsung Heroes Who Made
Chandrayaan-3 Possible

ThePlatformof Central
Trade Unions and
Independent Sectoral
Federations/ Associations
salutestheteamof engineers,
scientists, communications
experts and so on, who
made Chandrayaan-3
possible. Their undaunted
work hasopenedupmyriad
possibilitiesfor Indiatoforge
aheadinmanyfields.Asthe
story of Chandrayaan-3
unfolds, heart-rending
storiesof thosewhoworked
selflessly for the project
emerge.

Thousandsof engineers
and workers of Heavy
Engineering Corporation

(HEC), Ranchi, Jharkhand,
apublicsector undertaking,
who have designed and
manufactured the mobile

made Chandrayaan-3
possible, havenot beenpaid
forthepast 17 months. ISRO
scientists and engineers

/ Hi =3
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launch pad and other
important equi pmentsthat

have worked without any
promotions.

Thecommunicationthat
was crucial for
Chandrayaan-3project was
handled exclusively by
BSNL, another PSU,
deliberately beingstrangled
by the Central government.

That the entire project
washandled by PSUsisnot
surprising. Infact, thePSUs
inIndiawere established
because their products
(machinery) had along
gestationperiod,inwhichthe
privatesector wasnot ready
toinvest. They wanted quick
assured profits.

The story of HEC
employeesbringstomindthe
saga of ASHA and
Anganwadi workerswho
workedselflessy duringthe
covidpandemic,onlytoearn
kudos as “Frontline
Warriors” butnoincreasein
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their miserable monthly
honorarium. Will thePrime
Minister betruthful toadmit
thatitisthepublicsector that
is the backbone of our
nation— frombringingup
hedlthy childrentoexploring
the outer space. It is the
PSUs which have been
robbed of thousands of
crores of rupees to erect
hugestatues, whilestarving
thePSU empl oyees, getting
al prioritieswrong.

The CTUsdemand that
the Central government
immediately releasethedues
of HEC Employeesaswell
asthepromotionsduetothe
engineers and scientific
cadresat ISRO aswell as
at other unitswho played
their significantroleinthis
project asIndiacel ebrates
their contributions.
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CPI held Protests against Price Hikes in Assam

Inresponsetotheclarion
call givenby theAssamstate
unit of theCommunist Party
of India (CPl), mass
demonstrationswerestaged
throughout thestateagainst
abnormal price hikes of
consumer goods and all
essential commodities.
District units of CPI
organized numerous
agitation programs on
August 28, 2023.

The procession of CPI
activistsinMarigaontown
andgatheringinfront of the
District Commissioner’s
Office was led by CPI
national executivemember
MuninMahanta. Hesharply
criticizedtheBJP-led state
governmentforitsfailureto
containtheabnormal price
rises. Thedemonstration
programin Golaghat Town
wasled by Pikumoni Duitta,
member of CPl state
executiveand party Golaghat
district secretary Horen
Bora. They submitted a
memorandumtotheDistrict
Commissionertocontrol the
pricehikes. Bothleadersin

tothegatheringcriticizedthe
state government for its
failuretofulfill itspromises.

CPI state assistant
secretary ArupKalitaledthe
demongtrationinLakhimpur
townandcriticizedthestate

beforethegatheringsthat
HimantaBishwaSarmaisan
anti-peoplechief minister of
Assamwhoworksonly for
therich people.

A number of CPI activists
were present at the
demonstrationorganized by
party Sivasagar district

was led by Kanak Gogoi
secretary of CPlI Assam
State Council and Sivasagar
district secretary Moni
Buragohain. A marchwas
held to the office of the
district commissioner.

Kanak Gogoi explainedthe
importanceand demandsof
the protest program and
criticized the state
government’s failures to
control pricehikes. Healso
saidthat thefood and civil
supply department andits
minister Ranjit Kumar Das
havetotally failedtoprovide

people of Assam at
reasonable rates. The
minister publicly announced
that he has no capacity to
control thepriceriseof the
commodities except salt.
Kanak Gogoi vehemently

opposed their insulting
commentsand appealedto
thepeopleof Assamtoreect
theBJPgovernment andits
leadersintheforthcoming
generaelectionin2024.

Memorandums were
sent to the CM of Assam
through all district
commissioner’s offices

the public distribution
system, providing all
essential fooditemstothe
people of Assam,
dismantling the nexus
between big businessmen
andgovernment, punishing
thedishonest businessmen
who make the artificial
scarcity of goods, to stop
all syndicatergj inthestate,
and repeal defect electric
Smart meters.

Party state council
assistant secretary and
Nagaon district secretary
Ratul Bora, Dibrugarh
district secretary
JatinSaikia, Karimgan;
district council secretary
RagendraCh.Das, Tinsukia
district secretary Ranjan
Choudhury, Jorhat district
secretary VishwajiySaikia,
Dhemaji district secretary
SubhashKalita, Nalbari
district secretary Tapon
Barman, Dhuburi district
secretary Mahesh Rai and
Goal paradistrict secretary
SailenDasledtheagitations

their respective addresses

council. Thedemonstration

essential commoditiestothe  demandingstrengthening of

intheir respectivedistricts.

On (Record ...

Devel oped and emerging economiesmust
use a summit this weekend to forge an
international agreementtoincreasewealth

investment fund: broad, bland, and
uncontroversia. Ontheinside, however, twomen
wereusing thefund for aspecific purpose—
toamassandtradelarge positionsin sharesof
theAdani Group, one of the biggest and most

shieldedtheir identity fromregulatorsandthe
publicislaid bareindocumentsshared with
theFinancial Timesby the Organized Crime
and Corruption Reporting Project, anetwork
of investigativejournalists. Hindenburgalleged

that entitiescontrolled by associ ates of

said.

taxesontheglobal rich, campaignershave

Inanopenletter tothe G20 beforeits
meetinginDelhi, thegroup of almost 300

politically connected private conglomeratesin

CORRUPT
JOINING
HANDS!

EK AKELA
SAB PAR

VinodAdani manipulatedtheshareprices
of someof thegroup’s10listed entities,
sparking afurorethat hasknocked more
than $90bn off the conglomerate’s

millionaires, economistsandpoliticianssay
urgent actionisneededto prevent extreme
wealth“corroding our collectivefuture”.

Theletter, whose signatoriesinclude
theDisney heiressAbigail Disney andthe
artistsBrianEnoandRichard Curtis, urges
the G20 to demonstrate the same global
cooperation it showed in ensuring
multinational companiespay aminimum
level of tax toagreecollectively totax wealth.

With deep divisionsbetween membersof
the G20, littleisexpected of thisweekend's
summit, but those pushing for aweal th tax
saiditwastimeforleaderstolistentopublic
opinion. — The Guardian, September 5.

* %%

Fromtheoutside, theGlobal Opportunities
Fundin Bermudalooked like any regular

India. Thetwo men— Nasser Ali ShabanAhli
from the United Arab Emirates and Chang
Chung-Lingfrom Taiwan— areassoci ates of
Vinod Adani, brother of the conglomerate’s
founder Gautam. Theirinvestmentswereoverseen
by aVinod Adani employee, raising questions
over whether they werefront menusedto bypass
rulesfor Indian companiesthat prevent share
pricemanipulation. Theintricatepaper trail that

vauation. Theallegationsinthereportwere
strenuously denied by the group. —
Financial Times, August 31.

**x %

This decade has been the WORST
decadefor thelndian Economy. Youmay
ask why? The Indian plutocracy. The
richest 10 per cent have 77.4 per cent of
national wealth; thepoorest 60 per cent
have 4.7 per cent. Here arethe 10 reasons:
1) The Manufacturing sector was cruelly
battered by thisregime. 2) Rupeefell toan
unprecedented historiclow. 3) Inspiteof a
weakening?!, exportswasat all timelow.4)
The economy got shackled by debt. Every
citizentoday owesadebt of 1 1.16 |akhs. 5)
Far fromachievingstrategicautonomy.—source:

IMF.
Compiled by: C Adhikesavan
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HYDERABAD: Itwas
in the two-day national
summit of Dalitsheld here
at TourismPlazaonAugust
26and 27,2023, thatitwas
decidedtohold“Marchto
Parliament” on December 4,
2023 in defence of Dalit
rights. Thesummit hasalso
resolvedto hold statewide
conventionsand collect one
crore signatures on Dalit
issues which will be
submitted tothe President
of the nation. Many
speakersat thesummit made
itclear that Dalit demands
will bepolitical demandsin
the coming 2024 general
elections. The speakersof
thesummit spokein detail
ontheincreasing attackson
Dalits,suppression,
discrimination,
untouchability, etc. They dso
criticizedtheruling classes
fortheir miserablefailurein
implementingtherightsthat
theConstitutionour country
hasprovided.

Thesummitwaspresided
over by apanel comprising

National Summit of Dalits

26" & 27" August -2023

CALLs FOR MARCH TO PARLIAMENT ON DEC 4

CPI national council secretary Syed Azeez Pasha addressing the meeting

MallepalliLaxmaiah,
chairperson, Centrefor Dalit
Studies, B Venkat, general
secretary, All India
Agricultural Workers
Union, Subhashini Ali former
MP, Nirmal, Dheerendralna
and Gulzar Singh Ghoria.

Syed Azeez Pasha,
Communist Party of India
national council secretary
and former member of
Parliament, K
Radhakrishnan, minister for
SC,ST, BC Welfare and
endowments, Kaki Madhav
Rao, former secretary,
UnitedAndhraPradesh state
government,Prof Limbadri,
chairman, Higher Education
C o un c i |
andNarendraKumar,
professor, INU addressed
thesummit.

RajashekarUndru,
additional secretary,
Haryanastategovernment
presented the keynote
address whileProf
SukhadiyoThorat, former
chairman, JNU addressed

Ram Narsimha Rao

theconcluding sessionof the
summit.

Syed Azeez Pasha,
former member of
RajyaSabha and national
council secretary of CPlin
hisaddressstatedthat though
therearewelfare schemes
fortheDalit sections, the
authoritieshave miserably
failedintherimplementation.
He expressed his anger
againstthenegligenceshown
towardstheDalits. Healso
expressed concernthat they
arelaggingbehindinall fronts
includinglands,industries,
employment,trade, etc.
Poverty isalsoincreasing
amongthem. Untouchability
isstill continuing evenafter
76 yearsof independence.
Poverty and unemployment
haveincreasedtoitspeaks.

Syed Azeez Pasha
pointedout thatintheregime
of BJP headed by
NarendraModi,

unemployment has
increased many folds. In
hunger index Indiastandsat
101 rank out of 107
countrieswhereasPakistan
isin97"rank and Nepal in
78"rank. Itisunfortunatethat
India isbehind our
neighbouringcountriesin
hunger index. He also
remindedthatin1968-69he
has written an article
regarding discrimination
against Dalits and on
untouchability aswell. But
certainjournalistsdid not
believethat untouchability
wasprevailing even after
certainpunishablelaws. He
underlined the need for
launching nationwideunited
strugglesonDalitissuesand
forimplementingDditrights.

K Radhakrishnan,
minister for SC,ST, BC
Welfareand Endowmentsin
KeralaLDFministryinhis
address stated that the
Kerala government has
takenmany decisionssothat
therewill not beinequalities

and discrimination against
Dalits. Kerala Left Front
Government hasappointed
Dalitsaspriestsintemples.
Healso observedthatinthe
regime of BJP,
discrimination and
inequalitieshaveincreased
andnow theBJPisconspiring
to introduce communal
ideology in history and
science fronts. He also
revealedthat Narayanaguru
has revolted against
discrimination.KrishnaPillai
of CPI had fought against
discriminationagaingt Dalits
in1935forwhichRSSgoons
attacked him.

RajashekarUndru,
additional secretary of
Haryanastategovernment
whilepresentingthekeynote
addressmadeit clear that
equality, self-reliance,
secularismand democracy
whichareenshrinedinthe
Preambleof our Congtitution
areinperil inthechanged
political situation of the

OnPage12...
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