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Reservation:

Two-Day CPI National Executive Meeting

CaALL To STRENGTHEN INDIA BLoC

Thetwo-day meeting of the national executive of
theCommunist Party of India(CPI) heldin thecentral
party headquarters, Ajoy Bhavan in New Delhi on
September 19 and 20 hasdecided to try itslevel best
to strengthen the INDI A bloc by mobilizing people
and by bringing various organizations of workers,
peasants, youth, women, students and other social
movements around the INDI A bloc.

Communist Party of India
general secretary D Raja
issued the following
communiqueé at the press
conference on September
21, 2023 after the
conclusion of thetwo-day
national executivemeeting:

TheNational Executive
of the Communi st Party of
Indiahaditsmeetingon 19
and 20 September, 2023 at
New Dehi. Themeetingwas
chaired by Vanaja, member
of thenational executiveand
member of the state
secretariat of the party in
AndhraPradesh.

Party general secretary
D Raja reported on the
political developments
including theformation of
Indian National

Development Inclusive
Alliance(INDIA). Healso
explained what should be
party’sapproachandrolein
forgingallianceinstatesto

fight electionsfor thestate
assembliesand el ectionsfor
theL ok Sabha.

After deliberations, the
national executive
expressed itsview on the
followingissues:

On Women'’s
Reservation Bill

Communist Party of India
stands for women
empowerment and for
gender equality. It wasCPI
leaders and members of
Parliament like Renu
Chakravarti and Geeta
Mukherjee, who
championed the cause of
women’s reservation in
assembly and Parliament. It
was in 1963 that Renu
Chakravarty raisedtheissue
inParliament. Infact, Geeta
Mukherjee as head of the
Parliamentary Select
Committeerecommended
33 per cent reservationfor
women.

CPI general secretary D Raja along with national council secretaries Atul

[

Kumar Anjaan and Dr K Narayana addressing the media

Inthisbackground, CPI
welcomesthereservation
bill but pointsoutthatitis
2024 electionandformation
of INDIA alliance, which
has rattled the BJP
government andforcedthe
governmenttoadopt thebill.
Inspiteof having majority
inParliament since2014, it
took 10yearstointroduce
thebill.

In spite of lots of
discrepancies to take
political advantage, thebill
hasbeenintroduced. It will
be only effective after
delimitation processin 2026
andonlywill beimplemented
in2029. Itissurprisingthat
OBC demand for

reservationisnot discussed
and considered.

On INDIA bloc

Thenational executive
meeting of CPl has
wel comed theformation of
the INDIA bloc. Party
believesthat theformation
of the INDIA blocisa
significant stepforwardin
defence of the secular
democratic character of our
Republic  and its
Constitution. Thisstrong
political formation will
definitely beabletoreplace
the BJP from central and
stategovernments. CPI will
tryitslevel besttostrengthen
thel NDIA blocby mohilizing
people and by bringing
various organizations of
workers, peasants, youth,
women, studentsand other
social movementsaround
INDIA bloc.

CPI has agreed to the
formation of different
committeesunanimously
decided by all parties
participated in Mumbai
meeting for practical
purposesof coordination,
campaign management,
print and electronic media
and social mediacampaign
for advancingthepolitical

and organizational
preparations for the
forthcoming state and
parliament el ectionswiththe
understanding that all
important decisionswill be
taken by theleadership of
INDIA bloc.

CPI feels that the
Coordination Committee
can be expanded to
accommodateother political
parties to have more
inclusive discussion and
decision.

CPI will participateand
contributeitsbest for the
smooth running of the
committeeskeepinginview
theprimary objectiveisto
defeat BJPanditsallies.

Condemns Attack
on AISF in
Udhampur in J& K

The meeting of the
national executive of the
party severely condemnsthe
police and paramilitary
actionaswell asattack by
ABVP-RSShooligansover
Jammu and Kashmir state
conference of All India
Students’ Federation (AISF)
at Udhampur on September
18, 2023.
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Bill Passed, But...

After avery long wait, the Women’s
Reservation Bill has been passed by the
Parliament. Everyonewho knowsabout the
history of thestrugglefor theenactment of the
Women’ sReservation Bill wouldthink about
Comrade GeetaM ukherjeeat thismoment of
victory. Shewastheunforgettablecommunist
|eader and aconsistent fighter for women’s
rightswho took the passing of thewomen’s
bill asalifemission. Shewasatruecommunist
who believed that the tasks of the Indian
revolution could not befulfilled without the
liberation of thewomen of thecountry. Thirty-
three per cent participation of womeninthe
Parliament and statel egid aturesisonly thefirst
stepinthat direction. Evenfor that first step
tobeaccomplished, thedemocraticforcesof
thecountry had to wage consi stent battlesfor
decades. Passingthebill would beanimpetus
for the future struggles of women’s
organisationsand other democraticforces.

TheBJPgovernmentistryingto capture
the scene as the champion of women
empowerment in the country. All their
propagandameasuresaretuned accordingly
andthey propagatethat NarendraModi isthe
crusader of women’srights. Contrary tothe
hypebeingbuilt, thefactisthat NarendraM odi
and his party are not at all sincerein the
enactment of theWomen’sReservationBill.
They areideologically and politically notin
favour of women empowerment. Theirsisa
mal e chauvinistic organisation controlled by
the RSS in which women are denied even
primary membership. Theirideology isguided
by Manu Snriti, that preaches ‘ Na sthree
swathanthryam arhati’ (women do not
deserve freedom)”. All of asudden, their
government becameadvocatesof nari shakthi
andwantedtocrownitwiththishbill. Electoral
compulsionswereoverpoweringideological
convictionsinsidethe BJP. Otherwise, how

canthey justify thelonglapseof nineyears, from
2014t02023, forinitiating thisbill?

Thecontent of theWomen'sReservation Bill
wasshaped by theUnited Front governmentin
1996, inwhichtheCommunist Party of Indiaa so
heldimportant positions. It could not be passed
then because of differences regarding
reservationsfor theOBCs. A Joint Parliamentary
Committeeled by GeetaM ukherjeewasformed
onthisbehalf. Thoughit presenteditsreportin
recordtime, themovecouldnot goforward as
thebill hadlapsed withthedissolution of theL ok
Sabha. During the period of the Vajpayee
government, therewasno considerableprogress
inthematter. TheUPA-I, inwhichtheleft parties
playedasignificantrole, took thematter serioudy
and the Women’s Reservation Bill found an
important place in the Common Minimum
Programme. During thisgovernment led by Dr

Manmohan Singh, thebill wasintroducedonMay
6, 2008. After Standing Committeescrutiny, the
RajyaSabhapassedthebill onMarch 9, 2010.
Fromthat point, dueto political uncertainties,
therewereno seriousdevel opmentsonthematter.

TheCommunist Party of Indiaandthel eftforces
have alwaysbeen strongly committed tothe
Women’sReservation Bill and continuedits
strugglealong with the progressivewomen’s
movementinthecountry. TheNationa Federation
of Indian Women (NFIW) took thisstruggleto
theSupremeCourtin2021intheformof aPublic
Interest Litigation. Inthecourseof hearingsin
thisimportant matter, theapex court al so took
afirm stand and cautioned the government of
seriousrepercussionsif theenactment of thehill
isfurther delayed. Alongwiththe2024 el ections,
variousfactorscompelled the BJP government
tocomeforwardwiththelegislation. Thoughthis

isahistorical turning pointinthedirection of
women’sempowerment, theBJPisnot at all
sincereinitsimplementation. Inthenameof
theforthcoming censusand delimitation of
constituencies, thegovernment attemptsto
delay itsimplementationfor any further period
of time. That should be resisted. The
democraticforcesof thecountry urgedthe
government to implement the Women'’s
ReservationBill without any further delay after
thedissol ution of thecurrent L ok Sabhaitself.

Theexperiencewiththereservationfor
womenfrom one-third (33 per cent) to one-
half (50 per cent) of the total seatsin
panchayatsandlocal urban bodieshasshown
us how giving reservation to women in
governancecouldbringinapositivechange
inour political landscape. Thisshouldbethe
fuel for furthering the objectivesof gender-
inclusivepolitics. Thescopeof the present
Act should beextended to the Rajya Sabha,
thestatelegislative councilsaswell asthe
assemblies of all Union Territories.
Reservationsfor OBCsand minoritiesinthe
law-making bodiesarevital for ameaningful
representative democracy. The Geeta
Mukherjee committee report has also
mentioned thisaspect. The stagemanagers
of theBJP, who now boast about theAct, have
never applied their mindsto suchimportant
guestionstill thismoment. Their only concern
isthe capture of power inthenameof nari
shakthi. Sharing power with women and
respect for social justicedo not featureon
their political andideol ogical agenda. They
should be exposed beforethe people. From
thisfirst point of victory, the struggle for
women’sempowerment hasto goforward.
Thecommunistswill holdtheir handstogether
withwomenandall other democraticforces
intheir strugglefor justiceand emancipation.

CPI MPWritesto Rajya Sabha Chair man on Violation of Norms

Thefollowingletter was
written by CPI national
council secretary Binoy
Viswam MP on September
19, 2023, to Rajya Sabha
chairman Jagdeep
Dhankar,

| writetheselinestoyou
with utmost regret about the
unfortunate eventsthat took
place on a solemn day. On
September 18 2023 we all
gathered to say adieu tothe
historic old building of the
Parliament wherewerightly
devoted one entire day to
New Age Weekly

discuss 75 years of our
democratic journey.
Members expressed
themsel veson socio-political
issues confronting the
country and reflected on the
journey of the Indian
Parliament. But most
unfortunately, duetoreasons
known only to you, you
deniedthisopportunity tothe
Communist Party of Indiato
take part in the discussion.

Our party had givennames
for the discussion at the
appropriate time and your

secretariat listed our names
inthelist of speakersfor this
important discussion. A total
of 34 speakers from 20
different political parties
contributed on the last day
of proceedingsinthehistoric
old Parliament building. But
the CPI wasnot allowed this
opportunity whenthe House
was abruptly adjourned at
5:58 PM onSeptember 18,
2023. | approached you
personally and you assured
methat the CPI will becalled.
But the assurance proved

futile, resulting CPI wasnot
allowed participationinthis
very important discussion.
No reason was offered for
thisomission.

CPI’sroleinliberatingthe
country from British rule,
shaping the national agenda
in a progressive direction
post-independence, and
strengthening parliamentary
democracy is very well
known. In both Houses,
members from different
political partiesincludingthe
PrimeMinister recalled the

invaluable contribution of
CPI stalwarts like Indrajit
Gupta, Bhupesh Gupta, and
Hiren Mukherjee by raising
people’s issues in the
Parliament. It isregrettable
that a party with such a
glorioushistory, vision, and
uninterrupted presenceinthe
Parliament since
independence was not
allowed to expressitself. |
seek your understanding in
thisconcerning matter with
an expectation that such
occurrences shall not be
repeated in the future.
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| mplement | mmediately Women'’sReservation: NFI'W

Thefollowingisthepressrel easeissued
by National Federation of Indian Women
(NFIW) president ArunaRoy and general
secretary Annie Raja on the Women’s
Reservation Bill on September 21, 2023:

Foundedin 1954, theNational Federation
of IndianWomen hasbeen spearheadingthe
movement for political representation of
women asameans of empowerment, along
with strengthening and safeguarding their
economic, socia and humanrights. Our leader
and former member of Parliament Geeta
Mukherjee spearheaded the campaign for
political representation of womenindecision-
making bodies like Parliament and state
legiglativeassemblies. GeetaMukherjee, as
chairperson of theJoint Select Committeeon
Women’sRepresentation Bill worked hard
and submitteditsreport well ontime.

Sincethefirstintroductionof theWomen's
Reservation Bill in Lok Sabhain 1996 and
its passage in Rajya Sabha in 2010,
governmentshavetimeand again provided
frivolousreasonsfor thedelay in passingthe
Bill. Themainreasonsquoted weretheneed
for further consideration and consensus
between political parties, notwithstandingthe
fact that for any amendment to the
Consgtitution, two-thirdmgjority isthecriteria.

NFIW’sPILinSConBill: AstheBJPled
NDA government wasnot respondingtothe
demand for the passage of theBill, sinceit
cameto power in 2014, NFIW filed awrit

petitionin Supreme Court andtheapex court
sent noticestotheUniongovernmentandall those
political partieswhichmentioneditssupportin
their respective el ection manifestoes. But the
Uniongovernment did not fileitsresponse. As
aresult on September 5, 2023 abench headed
by Justice Sanjiv Khannahad questioned the
Central government about itsreluctancetofile
aresponseand astowhy itisnot tablingthebill
intheL ok Sabha. Thenext hearingison October
11, 2023.

NFIW submitted that the non-introduction
of theBill isarbitrary, illegal andisleadingto
discrimination. Wearguedthat that theframers
of our Constitutiontook noteof theadverseand
discriminatory position of womeninour society
and took consequent stepsto curb themenace
of discriminationand additionally to obligethe
Stateto actively undertake welfare measures
for women.

Responseto Bill introduced on September
19, 2023.

B NFIW welcomestheintroduction of the
WRBIll inParliament.

B TheBillisonlyfor 33 per centreservation
of seatsfor women and not 50 per cent.

B NoFixedTime-Frame: Theproposal is
that theBill, when passed, will beimplemented
after acensusandel ectoral delimitationexercise
in2029. It will adversely affect thewomen as
therewill beel ectionsto many StateAssemblies
before2029. It clearly showsthereluctanceand

anti-women mindset of BJP government on
political equality for women.

B Every timethe Union government
passesaBill withthestated objectiveof it
being beneficial towomen, it meanstheexact
opposite. Itcriminalizedinstant TripleTalag
that hasshattered familieswith men being
arrested without proof. Whenthesolebread
winnerisjailed, wheredoesit|eavethewomen
andchildren?

NFIW isdeeply disappointed withthefact
that thereisnomentionof  Reservation
either in RgjyaSabhaor instatelegislative
councils.

B Nomentionof Transwomenor OBC
womenintheBill.

B Thereisclear mention of National
Capital Territory of Del hi but nomentionabout
other UnionTerritories.

B Nomentionof Reservationforwomen
in stateswhich havethreeor lessthan three
parliamentary constituencies.

NFIW pays its homage to Com Geeta
Mukherjeeandall thosestalwarts, who fought
for women’spolitical empowerment.

NFIW salutesall thosewomenandwomen
organisationsand democraticforces, who
have been campaigning and struggling for
passage of women'’sreservation.

Wethank the Supreme Court for pushing

theModi governmenttointroducetheWomen's
Reservation Bill in Parliament.

| ndiaWitnhessed Wor st NineYearsunder BJP: CPI

CommunistParty of India
(CPI) leader K Subbarayan
MP said in Lok Sabhaon
September 18, 2023 that
CPI hasrendered agreat
contribution during the
freedomstruggleandinthe
development of our nation
after itbecameindependent.
Hewasparticipatinginthe
discussion on the
parliamentary journey of 75
years starting from
Samvidhan Sabha —
Achievements, Experiences,
Memoriesand L earnings.

K Subbarayan said that
thisisadiscussion on 75
years of constitutional
democracy and hewantsto
say hisviewsonbehdf of the
Communist Party of India.
Duringthose75years, there
were painful instances
besides some happy

occasions. Heremindedthe
Houseof onethought of Dr
B R Ambedkar. While
delivering hisconcluding
speechat theadoptionof the
Constitutionof Indiainthe
Constituent Assembly on
November 24-25, 1949, Dr
Ambedkar said: “I don’t
know whether Indianswill
placenationabovecreed or
creedabovenation. Butthis
muchiscertainif they place
creed above nation, our
independencewill beputin
jeopardy for thesecondtime
andbelostforever.” Thiswas
awarningfromhim.

Whenwelook intothe
experienceof 75longyears,
theCPI member saidthat the
last nine years have been
painful. Our independence,
whichwegot by sacrificing
several preciousliveshas

now become a question
mark.A nationisnotinthe
maps hanging in the
classrooms, butitiswhat the
peopleonthewholemake.
Itshouldreflecttheinterests
of all the 140 crorepeople
andonly thenitwill reflect
a nation. Therefore, the

S S U B
CPI IN PARLIAMENT- LOK SABHA

national interestisnot merely
inprotecting itsboundaries
or the forest area or tar
roads. Nation actually
meansitspeople.

K Subbarayan pointed
out that people belong to
different religions and
different castes. Nation

shouldbereflectiveof al the
peopleof thecountry. Only
thenit becomessomething
of national interest.
Therefore one finds that
duringthelast nineyears, the
Situationhasbecomeworse.
Itisadangerousprecedence
inour history. Hesaid that
hewantedtociteindetail the
reasonsfor thedownfall, but
thereispaucity of timeand
hence he could not say in
detail the experiences
relatingto 75 yearsof our
country within oneor two
minutesof theallottedtime.

TheCPI leader said that
when we talk about the
periodof last 75 years, one
findsthat theconstitutional
democracy is being
demolished in a planned
manner now by the present

government. They cometo
power in the name of
democracy and then they
acquireatendency aimedat
destabilising the
constitutional democratic
set-up. Thistendency isvery
dangerous. Parliament will
not get itsimage through
bowingdown at thestepsof

this building. The
government of today day is
not protecting the

inclusivenessof Parliament.
They don’tlovethisnation
or the parliamentary
practice and procedure.
Therearejustengagedina
show-off. Theactionsof the
government are neither
reflective of our national
interest nor of protection of
parliamentary procedure.
The actions also do not

On Page 10
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AISF Holds Delhi State Conference

New Delhi: All India
Student Federation (Al SF)
Delhi stateunit conference
washeld on September 17
2023atAITUCBhavan. The
conferencewasattended by
delegatesfrom JNU, DU,
JMI, JamiaHamdard, and
1PU.

The conference was
inaugurated by Communist
Party of India(CPI) state
secretary Dinesh Chandra
Varshney. AISF national
executivemember Varinder
Khuranaand AlY F Delhi
statesecretary AmritaPatak
werepresent.

Inhisinaugural address,
DineshVarshney saidthathe
camefor theconferencenot
only asthesecretary of the
party but also as former
AISF Delhi statesecretary
and ahumblemember. No
organizationcanclaimarich
history andlegacy likeAISF.
Wehaveawaysfought for
universal educationandthe
rights of students. Our
organizationhadengagedin
militant struggles and

protestsin Delhi duringthe
1970s and 1980s. This
legacy must be carried
forward. Varshney said.

He also criticized the
National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020. NEP is a
document of complete
commercialization and
privatization of education.
Hesaidthat educationisa
right and the current BJP-
ledUniongovernment wants
tomakeitaprivilegeforfew.
He also cited that 70,000
schools were stopped
duringthepast twoyearsof

theModi government. He
once again reiterated the
need to engage in the
constant struggle to save

e .
O Bl
rm I

publiceducation.

AISF national executive
member Varinder Khurana
greetedtheconference. He
reminded how democracyis
diminishingunder theBJP
rule. Thenational capital was
lockedforcefullyinthename
ofthe G20 Summit and
peoplewereforcedtomove
behind the green sheets
placed acrosstheslums. He
reminded thedel egatesthat

Delhi being the national
capital has a lot of
prominence in Indian
politics.Any activitiesand

g

protestshappening herewill

be amplified widely
throughout thecountry. He
urged theupcoming Al SF
Delhi state |leadership to
keepthisinmindandwork
proactively on various
student-rel ated i ssues.

AIYF Delhi state
secretary AmrithaPathak
said that the growing
presenceof musclepolitics
ininstitutionslike JNU is

highly alarming. A1 SFmust
strive to eradicate these
tendencies and restore
campusdemocracy.
Thepres diumcomprised
of former JINUSU joint
secretary Md. Danish,
Abhipsa Chauhan,
I nzamamul Hassan, Aminul
Hassan, Santosh Kumar,
Anu, Prashanth Chauhan,
and K hushboo SharmaThe
organizational and political
report was presented by
AbhipsaChauhan. Vivek,
Shubham, and Santoshfrom
JNU, Nawab from Jamia
Milialdamia, and Prashanth
Chauhan  from P
participated in the
discussionsonreports.

A 17-member council was
electedintheconference.
Inzamamul Hassan was
el ected asthe secretary of
the council. Abhipsa
Chauhan was elected as
president. Santosh and
Khushboo Sharma were
el ected asjoint secretaries,
Shubhamasvicepresident,
and Aminul Hassan was
elected astreasurer.

et #he (Dthess cfaf ..

Goingbackwards

Indian Farmers, accordingtotheAgricultureMinistry, harvested a
record112.7 milliontonnes(mt) of wheat in2022-23. Government agencies
bought only 262 mt of that crop, asagai nst theal-time-high procurement
of 43.3mt two yearsago. Together with the ban on wheat exportssince
May 2022, these should havetranslated into higher open market supplies,
exerting downward pressureon prices. Yet, recent government actions
suggest theopposite. In June, stock limitswere clamped onwheat, with
whol esal etradersand big chainretail ersnot being permitted to hold more
than 3,000tonnes. L atelast week, thislimit wasfurther loweredto 2,000
tones“toensurethat noartificial scarcity of wheat iscreatedinthecountry”.
It raisesthequestion: If domestic market avail ability based on official
production estimatesis morethan adequate, why should there be any
“artificial scarcity” fearsor needto prevent “hoarding and unscrupul ous
speculation” inthecereal ?

Theissueisn’t simply about government output data probably not
squaringwith ground reality that pointsto upward pressure on prices.
Of greater concernishow government policy and approach towards
agriculturehaschanged. TheNarendraM odi government, only three
yearsago, had passed thethreefarmreformlaws. Not only werefarmers
grantedthefreedomto sell their produceanywhereandtoanyone, private
agri-businessescould al so now purchasedirectly, fromthem. Today, in
their place, there are export bans/ curbson wheat, non-basmati rice,
sugar and onion, even astur and urad pul sestoo have been brought under
stock limits. If theseweren’t enough, afloor priceof 1,200 dollarsper
tonne, below which exportsaren’ t allowed, hasbeenimposed on basmati
ricethat ishardly consumed by | ow-income househol ds.

Thefarmlawsmay havebeenrepeal edfollowing proteststhat largely
resulted from poor communication. But theretrograde“ supply-side”
actionsof thelast oneyear or more cannot be blamed onthefarmunions.
Worry over foodinflation becomingapotentissueintherun-uptonational

el ectionshasled tothegovernment disowning eventhespirit of thefarm
laws. Officialdom hasbeen empowered to do whatever it takesin the
nameof fightingfoodinflation— regardlessof thel ong-term consegquences.
Will theseincentivise agri-businessestoinvest in warehousing and
processing capacitiesor devel op export marketsfor grown-in-India
produce? The government needsto takeacall onthis— and alsoon
whether it seesagricultureasaproblem or an opportunity.

Courtesy: The Indian Express
Manipur needs a political intervention

Inany provinceinany part of theworld, the back-to-back killings
of aserving policeofficer and an Army personnel would evokefeelings
of outrageand anger. But if theseviolent actscomeafter four months
of continuousethnic bloodshed, whereevery period of relativelull has
only cometo be shattered by an even fiercer spurt of clashes, thenit
should serveasawarning bell and asign of deep worry — onethat the
state government would dowell to heed. SinceMay 3, when tensions
first flared up betweenthe dominant Meitei andthetribal Kuki groups,
therehavebeen several attemptstoquell theviolence, but all havefailed.

Thecivilianadministration appearsto haveall but melted away in
thehinterland, wherearmed men, sometimeswearing uniforms, appear
tohaveestablishedtheir writ. They belieclaimsby the Union and state
governmentsthat violenceisebbinginthestateand thesituationisbecoming
normal ontheground. Thiscannot stand. No country canaffordtoturn
ablind eyeto asystematic breakdown of law and order in aprovince
for four months, especially if it hastaken 175livesand displaced 50,000
people.

Theconundrumin Manipur —that Meitei groupsdon’t trust Assam
Rifles, Kuki groupsdon’t trust large chunksof Manipur Police, and the
working rel ationship between thetwo forces appearsto be fraught —
canonly haveapolitical solution, not asecuritised one. Suchabreakthrough
must be urgently sought by the government, and action taken agai nst
elements— including those closeto the establi shment — that continue
towidenthetrust deficit. Nothinglesswill staunchthe bloodshed.

Courtesy: The Hindustan Times
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Haryana CPI, CPI(M) Hold Joint Convention

Call to Save Nation from

Communal Onsla

A joint conventionin

defence of secular
democraticrepublicand
toreversethecommunal
and pro-corporate
policies as well as for
making  pro-people
policieswasorganised by
CPlI andCPI(M) at Jind
on September 17, 2023.

The joint convention
declared that the BJP
government at the Centre
andinthestateshould be
rejectedto savethenation
fromcommuna ondaughtas
well as to protect the
livelihoodof massesatlarge.
The present ruling
dispensation had shattered
thebas cva uesof economic
sovereignty, social justice
andequdity enshrinedinour
Constitution. Theleaders
appealed to their cadres
presentinhundredsat the
convention to go to the
villages and expose the
communal corporatenexus.
Theleadersalso told the
participantsto bevigilant
abouttheill-designsof the
ruling party tovitiatethe
social atmosphere of the

state. They reiterated that
theincidentslike Mewat
should not occur again.

The convention noted
that theminorities, women
and Dalits are facing the
ondaught of Hindutvawhich
plays havoc to the social
fabric of society. The
conventionreinforcedthe
needtoroll back the NEP-
2020 which is a clear
violationof thebasicrightto
education. Schools are
being merged or shut and
children from lower
economicstrata, girlsand
minoritiesarebeingforced
to abolish their right to
education. In higher
education sector, grantsare
being withdrawn.
Instructionsareissuedtorun
theinstitutesby salf-finance,
whichclearly indicatesthat
most of theaspirantswill be
deprived of higher
education.

Theconvention pointed
outthatinthenameof Chirag
Yojna, childrenarebeing
divertedtoprivateschools.
Even the health system
standsshattered. Thereare
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Dariyav Singh
Kashyap

No new recruitmentsat any
level, beitPHC or CHCor
General Hospitals or
Medical Colleges or
Medical University. Women
aretheworst suffererswhen
health servicesare being
privatised.

A total of 76 percent of
electricity productioniswith
theprivatesector. Railways,
arports, roadwaysarebeing
privatisedonaregular basis.
Therichest onepercent has
acquired 58 percent of
country’swealthwhilethe
common peoplearebeing
deniedtheir basicrightsof
health, educationandfood.
Increasing unemployment
hasmadeitdifficultfor the
peopleto havetheir meals
eventwotimesaday. This
hasresultedinlndiacoming
downto 101 place out of
116inmalnutritionindex.

The present regimeis
promotingtheinterestsof the
capitaists. If thegovernment
saysnotowriting off their
loans, all the marginal

peasantscould heaveasigh
of relief asitwill become
easertowaiveoff theirloans
which need only onelakh
crorerupees.

The convention
wel comedtheformation of
INDIA alliance. All the
secular palitica partiesof the
aliancewill decidetofield
candidatesjointly uptothe
maximumleve forthecoming
L ok Sabhael ectionsaswell
as legislative assembly
electionsinthestate.

The convention
concludedraisingd ogansto
defeat the BJPgovernment
at the Centreand BJP-JJP
Governmentinthestateand
take forward the left
democratic politics to
addressthewoesof large
number of toilingmassesand
common peopleof thestate.

The convention was
presided over by Savitaand
Dharampal Chauhan. Itwas
addressed by Dariyav Singh
Kashyap, CPI statecouncil
secretary, Surender Singh,
CPI(M) state secretary,
Swaran Singh Virk,
chairman, CPI StateControl

ught

Commission, Surekha,
CITU state president,
Harbhajan Singh Sandhu,
AITUCstatejoint secretary,
Dr Sukhdev Jambhu,
general secretary, Haryana
Kisan Sabha, Sumit,AIKS
statesecretary, Dr Jagmati
Sangwan, national vice-
president, AIDWA, Neelam
Sandhu, HaryanaMahila
Sabha general secretary,
Jagma SinghKhet Mazdoor
Union state president,
Haryana Khet Mazdoor
Uniongtategenera secretary
Arun Kumar Shakkarwal,
NareshKumar, DY Fl state
secretary, Satyender Giri,
AIYF state general
secretary, Vinod Gill, SFI
state president, Arman
Singh, AISF state
coordinator, RishikeshRgjli
of ViklangAdhikar Manch.

Theconventionadopted
theresol utionsinsupport of
ASHA workers strike,
Kisan-Trade Union Joint
Padaav at stateheadquarters
onNovember 26, 27 and 28
andagaing Manipurviolence
and demanding judicial
enquiry intoNuh'’sincident
of violence.
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Hindutva Brand Policy Fails

VotersPay NoHeed to Sanatan Dhar ma Squabble

Hindutva brand politicsseemsto bein troublein
all thefivepoll-bound states— Telangana, Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, and Mizoram—for

which election schedulesa

retobeannouncedwithin

afewweeksfromnow. PrimeMinister NarendraModi
hascome on the centre stageto campaign for BJP's
Hindutva brand politics, since none of these states
are now left with au unanimously agreed chief
minister faceto project during thecampaign, which
isincontrasttoearlier several elections, chiefly due
toseverelevel of infighting. Itisadversely affecting

even their support base.

No wonder, Congress
seems to be the biggest
beneficiary, not only on
account of the continued
infightingintheBJPandits
rank and file across the
state, but for other reasons
too, chiefly the human
predicaments brought by
ever-worsening economic
hardships. Though the
common people, whowere
madetoringutensilsasbells
todriveaway Corona, onthe
word of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, are not
now ready to act on his
bidding thistimeand have
now become somewhat
meditativeonhowandwhom
tovote.

It may benoted that all
BJPleadersaredependent
on Narendra Modi’'s
strength in the five poll-
bound statesthistime, and
hencein asense, Modi is
contesting on all seatson

behalf of BJP candidates.
Theweaknessesof thestate
BJP leadership and the
contesting candidatesare
obvious, and hence the
party doesnot rely onthem
towinthesed ectionswhich
areconsidered semi-final for
the Lok Sabha election
2024, inwhichModi will be
seeking histhirdterm.

Thissituationexplainsthe
reasonwhy PrimeMinister
NarendraM odi hasshifted
his campaign strategy —
from an anti-minority
Hindutvaslant, thespread
of minority phobia, and
jingoism to the spread of
oppositionphobiatellingthe
Hindu majority that the
INDIA alliance is out to
destroy their “ Sanatan
Dharma’ (The Religion
Eternal). His political
statementsimply that Hindus
are in danger of total
neutralizationby thelNDIA
alliance’s political
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constituents. What hedoes
not caretotell isthereality
thatitisinthepower of none
to destroy any “eternal
doctrine” that we call
“Sanatan Dharma” the
principleonwhichreststhe
universe(DharmaDharyate
Jagat). Either PrimeMinister
Narendra Modi does not
know this, or hewillingly
wants to eradicate this
principle of the Religion
Eternal to his communal
Hindutva brand politics.
Eradicationof hisHindutva
brand politicsispossible,
andall theformsof politics
inthenameof religions, but
nottheReligionEternal (the
God or nothingness
personified, whatever you
may liketocall it) inwhich
everythingoriginates, lives,
andfinalydissolves. Anyone
whobelievesinthisdoctrine
isafollower of theReligion
Eternal. Ithasnothingtodo
witheither Hindutvabrand
politics or anti-Hindutva
politics.

However, it isasocio-
political concernthat aprime
minister is rousing and
fanning religious
fundamentalism,
superstition, and passion
among Hindusinthename
of “ Sanatan Dharma’ which
hewrongly substitutesfor
communal “Hindutva’.

The two-day newly
reconstituted Congress
Working Committee(CWC)
meeting in Hyderabad, on
September 16-17, has
decided nottofall intothe
communal traplaid by the
RSS-BJPandPrimeMinister
Narendra Modi, who in
election-bound Madhya
Pradesh picked thethread
fromUdhayanidhi tocreate
“INDIA aliancephobia’ by
allegingopposition parties
having hidden agendato
destroy “ Sanatan Dharma”.

There are negligible
takers of Prime Minister
NarendraModi’sstatement

inTelanganaand Mizoram.
Theelectorateisby andlarge
with non-BJP political
parties. The contest in
Telangana seems to be
between the BRS and
Congress. SinceAIMIM has
not beeninvitedtojointhe
INDIA alliance, thepartyis
tryingtoforgeathirdfront
bothfor theVidhan Sabha
election2023inthestateand
theL ok Sabhaelectionin
2024. Theproposal doesnot
suittheBRS, sinceitwould
not benefititmuch.AIMIM
overtly playsMudimpolitics
astheBJPplaysHindutva
politics. Inahouseof 119,
BRS(TRSin2018) hadwon
88 seats, whileAIMIM was
abletowinonly sevensesats.
Congresshadwon 19 seats.
BJPcouldwinonly onesest.
Anti-incumbency islikelyto
weigh heavy onthe KCR-
ledruling BRS, which has
signalledanimprovementin
the political prospect of
Congress, that has
announced six guaranteesto
the peopleof thestate.

Mizo National Front
(MNF)isrulingMizoramthat
had won 27 seatsin 2018
inthehouseof 40. MNFis
part of NDA, though the
party isnot happy withthe
BJP on several issues,
including violence in
Manipur. BJPhadwonone
seatin 2018. Congresshad
won four seats, while
independents won eight.
Anti-incumbency marksthe
rulingNDA whileCongress
hasimprovedalittle. The
voteshareof MNFwas37.7
per centwhileCongresshad
bagged around 30 per cent
votes. BJP ssharewas8.09
per cent and isset tolose.
Thestateisheading for a
close contest between
CongressandMNF. Modi’s
Hindutva campaign has
becomehateful thereinthe
light of Manipur violence.

Modi’'s Hindutva
campaign is stirring the
electoratemostinMadhya
Pradesh, compared to
Rajasthanand Chhattisgarh.
It may beperhapsbecause,
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theBJPistherulingpartyin
MadhyaPradesh, and both
Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh
areruledby Congress. Inall
threestates, BJPstateunits
are ridden with
unprecedented levels of
infighting which is still
continuingdespitedl efforts
of the central leadership.
Additionally, therulingBJP
inMadhyaPradeshhasbeen
facing apublic sentiment of
double anti-incumbency
bothinthestateand at the
Centre. Hindutva spassion
is visible, but public
dissatisfaction with the
government isso deep that
it may impact their voting
against theBJP.

Both in Ragjasthan and
Chhattisgarh, theHindutva
windistoo weak to make
any major impact on the
electoratefromthemajority
community. Congress
governmentsin both states
havecaredfor their citizens
comparatively well through
numerous public welfare
schemes. There has been
continuedinfightingwithin
thePradesh CongressUnits
inbothstates, butit hasbeen
somehow kept under
control, and the warring
groups have been brought
toreconciliation.

Narendra Modi’s
statement that the INDIA
aliancehasahiddenagenda
of eradicating “ Sanatan
Dharma’, didnot attract the
electorateinany of thefive
states. Thegeneral moodin
all thefivestatesdoesnot
seem to accommodate
hyper-communal Hindutva
propagandaof theRSS-BJP
or evenof NarendraModi.
Their sufferingsunder BJP's
rule and the exposed
selfishnessof warring state
BJPleaders, evenin BJP-
ruled Madhya Pradesh,
seem to be dominating
factorsin their emerging
electoral sentiments.
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Opposition-Ruled States
Refuse to Implement NEP

The RSS-BJP Union
government launchedanew
framework for school
education, even as states
such asKarnataka, Tamil
Nadu, and Kerala have
refused to implement the
National Education Policy
(NEP). Severa Opposition-
ruled states have either
adoptedthepolicy inparts
or decidedto postponethe
implementation. The
Opposition parties have
several reservations
regardingtheNEPwhichhas
many flawsandthepolitical
agendaof theRSS.

Three years since the
launch of theNEPin 2020
only aspecificsectionsof it
havebeen accepted by most
states. Thepushback tothe
policy hascomemainly from
Opposition-ruled states,
withKerala, Karnataka, and
Tamil Nadu either delaying
implementationor refusing
to adopt the policy
altogether.

The NEP, which was
launchedinJuly 2020 asan
updatetotheprevious1986
policy, isawide-ranging
framework for education
fromtheprimary level al the
way to higher educationas
claimed by the ruling
communal regime.
The Union Ministery of
Educationhasreleased the
reviseddraft of theNational
Curriculum Framework for
School Education (NCF-
SE). Together, the two
documentswill serveasa
guidefor designingtextbooks
for classes 3 to 12 to be
published by the National
Council of Educational
Research and Training
(NCERT). Thesetextbooks
are expected to be
introduced by the2024-’ 25
academic session.

TheNEP, however,isnot
binding on states, and they
remain free to accept or
rejectthepolicy. Earlierthis
month, the Congress
government in Karnataka
became the first state to
announceitwouldrepeal the
NEP from the next

academicyear, following
throughononeof theparty’s
poll promises for the
Assembly elections.Chief
Minister Siddaramaiahsaid
that NEP could only be
repeal ed after making some
necessary preparations.
“There was no time for
preparationsthisyear. By the
time the election results
cameinandthegovernment
wasformed, theacademic
year had already started.
This year, NEP will be
continued asit should not
cause problemsto students

inthemiddleof anacademic
year.

Deputy Chief Minister D
K Shivakumar said the
Karnatakagovernment has
scrapped the NEP which
has been adopted by the
(previous) BJP government
in the state which is
mischievous and
regressive.Next year, the
stategovernmentiscoming
out withthenew Karnataka
Education Policy.

Thisdecisonhasnotgone
downwell withtheCentre,
with Union Education
Minister criticising the
decisonandurgingthestate
not toindulgein*“politics
over the NEP”. The
communal andfascistUnion
government claimedthat the
NEPwasnot establishedin
2023 but in 2020 ...
envisioned by the
educationistsof thiscountry.
This is not a political
document, it's a
philosophical document for

the21st century.

Kerala, too, hasyet to
adopt the provisionsof the
policy. Thestaterel eased
supplementary textbooks
that cover the portions
deleted from the NCERT
textbooks. Chief Minister
PinarayiVijayan said the
del eted sectionsshould not
havebeenremovedandthat
theupdated textbookswill
“endanger our secular
thinking and fraternal
society”.

Recently, theKerdaState
Curriculum Committeefor

Higher Educationreleased
acircular pilotinga“four-
year undergraduate
programmewithasingle-exit
option after threeyearsin
Keralauniversities.” The
committee noted that its
provisionsarenot thesame
as in the NEP, “which
providesfor multipleentry-
exitoptions”.

Tamil Nadu is another
stateresistingthepolicy. The
stategovernmentin 2021
refusedtoacceptit, withthe
ruling DravidaM unnetra
Kazhagam (DMK) writing
to the Union Minister of
Education with its
reservations. ADMK Raya
Sabha MP, toldthe BJP to
“concentrateinthestates
wherethey ruledtoimprove
theliteracy rate”. Through
NEPtheUniongovernment
wantstodominatethestate,
dictateapolicy tostateslike
Keralaand Tamil Naduwith
higher literacy rates and
development?Doesn’tthe

Uniongovernmentknow that
suchasystemwill erasethe
importance of culture,
language, linguisticsand
traditional diversities?”.
However, the Union
educationminister saidthe
CentreexpectsTamil Nadu
toaccepttheNEP. Thestate
government’sdecisionto
formulate a common
curriculum for higher
educational institutionshas
run into protests from
academics and some
universities.

As for the remaining

Opposition-ruled statesand
UnionTerritories, Delhi,
Bihar, Rgjasthan, Telangana,
AndhraPradesh and West
Bengal haveeither adopted
thepolicy inpartsor decided
to postpone the
implementation process.
Telangana, for instance,
hasn’t denouncedthepolicy
but has yet to begin
implementingit.

Andhra Pradesh has
madesignificant stridesin
implementing the NEP,
ordering a revamp of its
schoolsasper itsguidelines.
Thestateeducationminister
from the YSRCP
government, said thestate
adminigtrationplanstomake
themost efficient useof its
teachers under NEP
guidelines. The AamAadmi
Party (AAP) government
in Delhi, too, hasadopted
the policy, with the
Directorate of Education
expressingitsintentionsto
restructure school

STUDY &

STRUGGLE

from the next academic
session.

West Bengal hasasked
state universitiesto offer
four-year undergraduate
programmesstartingwiththe
upcomingacademicsession
thisyear, followingapartial
adoption of the NEP. The
state, however, announced
its own education policy
soon afterwards, makingit
clear thatit wasnot goingto
adopt thenational policyin
full. Theother Opposition-
rulesstatesthat havebegun
implementingtheNEPare
Rajasthan, Chhattisgarhand
Himachal Pradesh.

Among the BJP-ruled
states, thepolicy hasfound
ready acceptance and is
currently indifferent stages
of implementation across
schoolsand colleges. Earlier
thismonth, Uttar Pradesh
government heldameeting
with officialsof thehigher
education, secondary
education, and basic
education departmentsto
take stock of the NEP’s
implementation. Madhya
Pradesh had set up atask
forcetochalk out aroadmap
toimplement the NEPthe
sameyear it waslaunched.
Assam, Gujarat and
Haryana, too, have made
progressonimplementation.
Haryana’'s Kurukshetra
University becamethefirst
educational institutionto
implement NEPinthestate.
All theBJP-ruled statesfind
enoughmaterial intheNEP
forimplementingthe RSS
agendaof communalising,
commercialisation and
privatisation of educationin
thecountry.
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The 18" national
conference of All India
Progressive Writers’
Association (PWA) hosted
in the historic city of
Jabal pur, brought together
literary luminaries, artists,
and thinkers from across
India and beyond. The
conferencewasheld from
August 20 to 22 and the
venue was named after
famous Hindi writer
Harishankar Parsai.

Thefirstday’sfestivities
beganwith aflag-hoisting
ceremony led by presidium
membersRajendraRajan,
Rakesh Veda, Sukhdev
Singh, and Naresh Saxena.

The first session was

marked by revolutionary
songs, awarmwelcomeby
Vineet Tiwari, and a
distinguished panel
consisting of national
presidium members and
members of the national
secretariat. A poignant
condolenceresolutionwas
presented by Vineet Tiwari,
followed by a
comprehensive report
presentation by PWA
national general secretary
Dr. Sukhdev Singh Sirsa.

The conference also
featured amessagefromthe
national president,
Ponneelan, read by T S
Natarajan. The session
included brief addressesby
membersof the presidium
and the secretariat, book
releases, and concludedwith
avoteof thanksby Rajendra
Gupta from Jabalpur,
MadhyaPradesh.

The evening session
focused onthetheme‘Need
for Solidarity to Savethe
Republicand Democracy.’
It wasmoderated by Tarun
GuhaNeogi and included
revolutionary songs by
IPTA, Ashoknagar.
Highlights of the session
included speeches from
notablefiguressuchasSyeda
Hameed, arenownedwriter
and economist, and H E
AlgandroSimancasMarin,
the Ambassador of Cuba.
The event featured the
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Writers Gearing up to

release of several

publications, including
‘ThithurtaHuaGantantra’,
‘Udbhavna’, ‘ BanaasJan’,
‘Raag Bhopali,” and more.
Thel1-member delegation

[ TL7TA
fromManipurasojoinedin.
Theday concluded with
acultural programfeaturing
theplay ‘ NithalleKi Diary’
based on the writings of
Harishankar Parsai,
presented by Vivechana
Rangmandal of Jabal pur.

The second day began
withadiscussionon“The
Threatsto Expression and
Challengesof Protectionand
Promotion of the
Constitution.” Thesession
wasmoderated by Nathmal
Sharma and featured
speakers Dr. Navsharan
Kaur and VirendraYadav
amongothers. Themorning
sessionalsoincluded book
releasesand concludedwith
avoteof thanksby Sanjay
Shrivastava.

The afternoon session
focused on ‘Cultural
Expression against
Exploitation’ and was
moderated by VijendraSoni.
It featured an array of
speakers from different
regionsof India, discussing
theimportance of cultural
expression in addressing
social issues. Several books
werereleased during this
session.

Theday continued with
asessonexploringthe‘Role
of LiteratureinBuildinga
Better Society’. Thesession
wasmoderated by Shekhar
Mallick and featured

distinguished speakerswho
discussed the power of
literatureinshaping society.
Bookswerereleased, and
thesession concluded with
avoteof thanksby Sarika

Srivastava. The evening
session revolved around
‘TheHopesof LightinOur

Times' and featured
speakers from various
regions who shared their
perspectives on
contemporary challenges
and hopes. Dr. Aram, Dr.
Mohandas, S. K. Ganga,
Valluru Sivaprasad and
many other writers
expressed their views.
Several books were
released duringthesession,
and Dr Surjeet Brar
deliveredthevoteof thanks.

Theevening concluded
withamusical presentation
of poems by well known
authors.Alankriti and Shaily
Nrityanjali from Jabal pur
addedacultural touchtothe
event.

Thefinal day beganwith
a session themed
‘CommitmenttoWritingis
Commitment to Life’. It
featured speakers who
emphasizedtheimportance

of writinginshapingour lives
andsociety. Thissessonwas
exclusivelyfor delegatesand
focused on the
organizational aspectsof the
conference, including
discussionsontheJabal pur
declaration which was
presented by Virendra
Yadav andtheannouncement
of new executiveand office
bearers. The conference
elected noted writer of
Telugu Penugonda
Laxminarayana as the
President and Dr. Sukhdev
Singh Sirsafrom Punjabas
general secretary, Vibhuti
Narain Rai as acting
president.

The

conference

18t National

Vineet Tiwari

Association, wethewriters
of all thelndianlanguages,
asguardiansof theglorious
tradition andlegacy of the
progressive  writing
movement, had committed
ourselves to protect the
ideals of democracy,
secularismand socialism.
Today, when we are here
together again in this
eighteenth  National
Conference of the
Progressive Writers’
Association, wearefaced
withnew challengestosave
thevaluesof equity, equality,
and secular democracy

Conference of PWA

concludedwithfelicitation
of family members of
Harishankar Parsai and
other artists, followed by
closingacknowledgmentsby
Tarun GuhaNeogi.Top of
Form

Jabalpur
Declar ation

Thefollowingdeclaration

was adopted in the
eighteenth national
conference of the

Progressive Writers’

Association;

Forty-threeyearsago, in
this city of Jabalpur,
participatinginthenational
conference of the
Progressive Writers’

whicharecherished by the
freedom movement and
protected by the
Constitution.

Today, Indiandemocracy
isfacinganexistential crisis
likenever before. Wecan
see that in this century,
especially inthelast decade,
retrograde, regressive,
magj oritarian, superstitious,
andrevivalistideasarebeing
ingtitutionaizedandglorified
at the expense of
rationalism, pluralism,
scientific thinking, and
progressiveoutl ook.

Thereareclear signsof
the conversion of secular
democracy toamajoritarian
theocracy. Autonomous
congtitutiona ingtitutionsare
being subverted and
destroyed by polluting the
atmosphere of knowledge
acquisition. Thespacefor
freeintellectual dialogueis
being squeezed everywhere
including public spaces,
research, academic
institutions, universities, etc.
Ignoring themultilingual,
pluralistic, and inclusive
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Protect Democracy, Freedom

cultural wealth of Indian
society, itisbeingmadeone-
sided, singular, and narrow.
Thetraditionof theBuddha,
Basavanna, and Kabir is
being erased. Theimagesof

Gandhi, Nehru, and
Ambedkar are being
tarnished by de-

contextualizingthem. Also
of grave concern is the
apparently direct allianceof
Hindutva politics with
capitalistinstitutional and
corporatepowers. Fromthis
crony capitalism comes
totalitarianismwhichisthe
domesticvariant of fascism,
but its origin and modus
operandi are inspired by
Hitler’'sNazism. A direct
crisis has arisen in the
domestic structures. We
have many examplesof the
suppression of thefreedom
of expression and protests
against the same. Many
intellectuals, writers, and
humanrightsactivistshave
beenimprisonedduringthis

period. Narendra
Dabholkar, Govind Pansare,
M M Kalburgi, Gauri
L ankesh and Father Sten
Swamy had to offer

martyrdom. Amnesty
International and other
humanrightsorganizations
have been attacked in the
nameof investigation and
forcedto stoptheir work.

In the 1990s, the
economicpoliciesdrivenby
liberalization, privatization,
andglobal capitalismpaved
the way for disparity and
poverty. I nthe absence of
employment andfulfillment

| 20-22 w, gogg
0-22 Augugg, 2023
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of basic necessitiesof life,
more than eighty crore
peopleinthe country are
grugglingforminimumliving
facilities. Thestatehasshied

away from the
responsibilitiesrelated to
education and medicine.
Thereisunnecessary and
excessivetaxation onthe
middleclassaswell andthe
classdeprived of pension
facilitiesisin trouble.
Unemploymentisatitspeak,
and the gap in economic
inequality has widened
further. The future of the
presentgenerationisalsoin
danger. Theentirecountry
is being converted into a
commercial project by
abandoning the concept of
awelfarestateenvisaged by

the Constitution. Other
congdtitutiond ingtitutionslike
theJudiciary andtheElection
Commission are being
targeted and weakened.
Largesectionsof theprint
and electronic mediahave
beenrenderedineffective
and domesticated. Social
mediais also under tight
control now. ‘ BigBrother’s
monitoring is also
intensified.
Followingtheimperialist
world order, theroleof the
statewith alternativeand
independent policies has
been abandoned. Todivert
theattention of the public
from all these issues,
emotional issueslikecow
protection, lovejihad, hijab,
Gangaand Geetaarebeing
raised. All kindsof tactics
arebeingadoptedtodivide

| A ITAN A /
society on the basis of
religion, caste, and personal
beliefs. Forget about any
checksor controlsfromthe
government side on these
notorious and criminal
activities, we see the
impunity given to such

miscreants by the
government.All kindsof lies
arebeing spread about the
voices of dissent and
resistance, tigmatizingthem
with negative terms like
‘Urban Naxals', ‘ Tukde
TukdeGang’, and ‘' Award
Wapsi Gang'.

It hasto beaccepted that
now Hindu revivalism is
paramountintheformof an
agenda as the central
ideology of therulingclass.
Installation of thereligious
symbol Sengol by thepriests
intheParliament, thenthe
ritualisticparticipationof the
head of the country’s
executive in laying the
foundation stone of the
templeinAyodhyaare an
open expression of this
agenda. By observing the
tragedy of partitionasthe

‘VibhganVibhishikaDivas

ERENCE

)=

thepeopleof thecountry are
being molded into a
permanent mood for
partition. Thepublicmindis
being polluted by miraculous
babas and is being made
frenzied andthey havethe
support of the government
and administration.

From Manipur and
Mewat to Uttarakhand and
other partsof thecountry,
anew chapter of divisonand
separationisbeingwritten.
Thecompositeidentityis
beingerased by changingthe
namesof thecities. Enemy
imagesarebeing created of
minority religious
communitiesby declaring
themguilty of lovejihad, cow
slaughter, and forced
conversion. Murder by
frenziedmobsand bulldozer
justiceare new weaponsof
thegovernment to oppress
minoritiesandthevoicesof
dissent. Voices raised
against the oppression of
women, Dalits, andfarmers
orinfavour of their rightsare
ignored and crushed.

Protection of musclemen
by politicsisthenew normal.
Whoever givesstatements
that polarizeor dividethe
society isbeing protected by
not taking proper action
despitethedirectionsof the
court. Increasing
discriminationandatrocities
on women, tribals, and
Dalits is the natural
consequence of theproud
superiority of theManuwadi
ideology of majoritarianism.
This text can be read from

On Page 14
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G20 Brunt on Marginalized, Informal, Daily Wage Workers

The following is the
pressreleaseissuedbythe
All-Indian Trade Union
Congress (AITUC) and
other Central Trade
Unions (CTUSs).

Finally, the much-
drummed-up show
of "Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam” ended on
September 11, 2023. The
nineyearsof Modi rulehave
been marked by
extreme inequality, the
highest unemployment,
uncontrolled pricerise of
essential commodities,
reduced budget all ocations
for social security, andyet
pushing of all-out
privatization which will
further worsenthecondition

of thecommon people. The
only way to stagethe G20
eventin Delhi wasto cover
upthe slums alongtheVIP
route with green sheetsand
yellow barricadesto keep
them out of sight of the
vigtingdignitaries,roundup
thestray dogs, and soon.
Now Delhi started
unwinding: Theslumswere
uncovered, thosewholive
fromhandtomouthinthe
cordoned-off areaof Delhi
wereset freetofeedtheir
mouths, stray dogsthat were
rounded up wererel eased
—notnecessarily intheir usual
habitat, makingtheir lives
miserable, curfew-like
advisoriesinpartsof Delhi
were lifted to allow free

| ndiaWitnhessed...

From Page 03

reflect democratic credential sand thelndian Constitution.
If weall ow thisgovernment to continuein power, we may
beforcedtoloseour valuableindependence, whichwe
got by sacrificing several thousandsof preciouslives.

Sayingthat many M PshavepraisedintheHouseabout
the successof therecent G-20 Summit, the CPI |eader
saidthat we have entered into agreementswith USA and
Israel, whichnever protectedIndia sinterests. Pandit Nehru
had created arespectableimagefor Indiaamongtheworld
nations. But that image of I ndiahas been tarnished now.

K Subbarayan concluded by sayingthat if wewant to
protect India, wehaveto removethe present government
from power asitisincapableof protecting democracy,
Constitutionandtheparliamentary system of governance.
Protectinglndiaispossibleonly by protectingitsdemocracy
andthepolitical system.

Call to Strengthen...

From Front Page

Policeand paramilitary forcestried all meansto stop
theannounced state conference of Al SFin Udhampur of
J& K under thedirection of theruling clique. ABVPand
RSSattacked and manhandled thedel egatesinthepresence
of policeforce, not sparing eventheAll Indiapresident
of AISFwhilethepoliceremained amutespectator. Police
informed the organisers that they cannot allow any
programmeDby | eft organizations becausethey areanti-
nationals. Thisisclear violation of theconstitutional rights.
L eft organi sationsarenot prohibitedinthiscountry. A1SF
isthefirst student organization whichfoughtinfreedom
struggleand hasgiven many national |eaders.

Theparty demandstheUniongovernment totakestringent

actionagainstthehooligansof ABVP-RSSaswell aspolice
and paramilitary personnel involvedinthisincident.

CPI also appealsto all democratic minded peopl e of
J& K aswell asthecountry to unitedly resist such fascist
attacks.
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movement of traffic, many
gatheringsrelatedto G20 of
social scientists, teachers
werebannedeveninprivate
premises in Delhi, not a
singlepressconferencewas
arrangedevenfor theguests,
whichwastaken noteof by
JoeBiden, theUSPresident,
the unabated Manipur
violencewasmentioned by
UN Experts, all other events
were rode-rolled
undemocratically
(Chairmanshipof L20given
toBMS, astooge union of
theRSS), some4500 crores
of rupeeswereblownupin
theprocess. Theunabashed
BJP of course claimed
success in reaching a
consensus over the G20
leaders’ New Delhi
Declaration”, TheG20was
used by the BJP asatool-
kit for election propaganda.
But acloser look at thefine
print of the Declaration
|leavesyoufrustrated —just
verbose and has no
substance.

The G20 or the Group of
20industrializedand severa
developing countriesand
now thenew memberAfrican
Unionisapremier economic
forumthat took birthinend-
2008 intheshadowsof the
financid crisiscausedby the
banks of Wall Street and
successive American
policymakers-whodidaway
withtheGlass-Stegall Act
of 1933. The G20
comprises Argentina,
Australia, Brazil, Canada,
China, France, Germany,
India, Indonesia, Italy,
Japan, Korea, Mexico,
Russia, Saudi Arabia, South
Africa, Turkey, theUnited
Kingdom, and the United
States along with the
European Union and now
theAfrican Union.

Despitetheunlimitedhype
about holdingthepresidency
by Indiaat acost of hundreds
of crores of rupees, the
NDD seems to have
rehashed theprevious G20

Leaders Statementswith
some inconsequential
additionshereandtherewith
littleimpact.

The crores spent in
pai nting wall sand roads of
variouscitiesinIndiacannot
take away the fact of
unemployment, poverty,
hunger, and health issues
stalkingthecommon people
of India. The BJP and the
ruling clique chose the
heartlessoption of hiding
what they have failed to
achieveinthepast 9years
of their misrule.

AstheFarmer’sBodies
findimport dutiesonpoultry,
apples,etc. from USA
reduced asaresult of USA-
Indiatalksonthesidelines
of G20, thefull import of this
gatheringissinkinginas
reductionof importdutieson
other goodscometolight:
the Corporates were at
work in their Give-and-
Take!

Ser vicesSector Growth SlowsDown

Growth in India’s
dominant servicessector lost
somesteaminAugust asthe
headline Purchasing
Managers’' Index (PMI)
figurefell to60.1fromal3-
year-highof 62.3inJuly as
salesslowed downamida
record increase in new
export business, said a
survey by S& P Global on
September 5, 2023.

“Total new business
increasedfor thetwenty-fifth
month in a row during
August. Advertising and
robust demandfor services
were among the reasons
listed for growth. Although
softer thaninJuly, theoverall
expansioninsaleswasone
of thestrongest seenin13
years,” saidthecreditrating
agency.

A readingabove50inthe
survey indicatesexpansion
of servicesactivity and a
figurebel ow that suggests
contraction. The survey
polled around 400
companies in non-retail

consumer services,
transport, information,
communication, finance,
insurance, real estate, and
businessservices.

It noted that despite a
downturn in August, the
index indicated oneof the
strongest increasesinoutput
seen since mid-2010 as

survey respondents
mentioned positive
consumer appetite,
favourable market

conditionsand successful
eventsasthereasonforthis
growth.

Pollyanna De Lima,
economicsassociatedirector
at S& P Global Market
Intelligence, saidthat Indian
services companies
achieved a milestone in
August, asthey clocked a
record surgeinnew export
business. Asia Pacific,
Europe, NorthAmericaand
theMiddleEast contributed
totheupturn.

“This  spike in
international demand

supported one of the best
sales performances
recorded over the past 13
years, andacted asacatalyst
for firms to expand their
workforces as well as
output. Demand strength
alsofostered aheightened
senseof optimismregarding
theoutl ook, bodingwell for
economic growth
prospects,” shesaid.

Servicesfirmsgot new
businessdespitehikingtheir
chargesastheoverall rate
of output price inflation
guickenedinAugust.

“Anecdotal evidence
indicatedthat robust demand
conditionsfacilitated the
passing on of cost increases
toclients. Theoverall rate
of input price inflation
remained abovethat seenfor
output charges, despite
easingsinceJuly. Monitored
companiessuggested that
food, input and labour costs
all roseover the course of
August,” thesurvey said.
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Stop MassDisplacement of Ad-hoc Teachersin DU: DUTA

Thefollowingistheletter
from Dinesh Varshney
leader of Janwadi
Shikshak Manch along
with other leaders of the
teacher’s organization
alliance- Democratic
United Teachers’
Association on September
18, 2023, to the Vice

Chancellor of the
University of Delhi,
regarding the mass

displacement of ad-hoc
teachers in the Hindi
Department of Satyawati
College ( Evening):
Reports of en-masse
displacement in the
Department of Hindi,
Satyawati College(Evening)
haveshocked all teachers.
While the Selection
Committeewasheld from
September 1to5and 12to
16, theresultsare not yet
announced onthecollege
website. Thefact that results
havenot beendisplayedon
thewebsite(asisthecurrent
norm) compelsustobelieve
inthereportsthat closeto
70-80% of servingteachers
have been displaced
includingteachersservingfor
aslongas20years.
Anyinjusticeof thiskind,
onthebasisof 4—6-minute
interviews, which totally
disregardsthecontribution
and continuouswork of a
sarvingteacher,iscompletely

unacceptable.

The displacement of
teachersisnot only anattack
on the livelihood of
thousands of teachersbut
also shows a callous
disregard of theUniversity
adminigtrationtowardstheir
contribution to these
ingtitutionswiththeirtireless
work. It also has
deleterious academic
consequences. Thetragic
incidentwherein Samarveer
Singh, a young talented
teacher, wasforcedtotake
hislifeafter beingthrownout
of hisjobintheDepartment
of Philosophy, Hindu
Collegehighlightsthepain
of many youngteacherswho
haveunjustly losttheirjobs.
This unfair loss has
happened at atime when
theseteacherswerehoping
for whatisarguably awell-
deserved permanent job
after yearsof servinginad-
hoc and temporary
positions.

Ateacheriscreatedinthe
classroomthroughyearsof
experience. Itisunfortunate
that trained teachers are
oftenbeingreplaced by those
who do not have aday’s
teaching experience!
Studentsinseveral colleges
have protested the
displacement of their
teachers. These
displacementswill adversely

impact theteaching-learning
environmentincolleges. It
issurely unfortunatethat even
students’ concernsarenot
being taken seriously.

Also, in many places,
there are very serious
allegations of politically
motivated nepotismand an
unfairinterview processthat
oftenbordersonthefarcical.
Candidates have been
humiliated during the
interview process, mocked,
and have been asked
guestions that have no
relevancetotheir academic
discipline. For example,in
aninterview for English,
candidateswere asked the
meaning of a Sanskrit
shloka! Department
professorshavebeenside-
lined and the opinion of
teachers-in-charge is
ignored. The same set of
experts is being sent
repeatedly to various
sel ection committees, and
‘lists’ of candidatesto be
selected circulated
beforehand, raising
guestionsabout thefairness
andcredibility of theentire
process. Indrawingthelists
of experts and VC
nominees, professors
including Heads of
Department have been
largely excluded.

Toaddtothedifficulties
of thosedisplaced, ad-hoc

appointmentsarenot being
made against regular
vacancies, ostensibly onthe
basisof verbal instructions
fromtheUniversity. Thisis
totally unacceptable. While
theattempt of theinstitution
shouldbetorecruitteachers
onapermanent basisagainst
vacancies, ad-hoc
appointments should be
allowed against leave
vacancies, retirements, or
vacanciesthat are against
variable workloads. In
effect, wearelookingat a
scenario where guest
appointmentsagainst full-
timepostshavebecomethe
norm. Thisisnot acceptable
asitisneither inthefavour
of the institution nor of
teachers. Whilefull-time
teachersremainavailableto
studentsand contributeto
the college through their
work on committees and
student societies, guest
faculty arepaidfor afixed
number of lecturesand are
not necessarily availableto
students outside the
classroom because of the
natureof their appoi ntment.

Theuniversity hasbeen
conducting interviewsin
colleges, finaly, afteramost
10years. Thoughvacancies
havebeenadvertisedinthe
past, interviewswere not
held for one reason or
another and the number of

ad-hoc teachers in the
university was steadily
increasing. Teachershave
been demanding the
absorption of ad-hoc
teachersthroughaone-time
UGC Regulationandwere
hoping that inthe current
round of interviews, justice
wouldfinally bedoneandall
thoseteaching against the
advertised positionswould
be absorbed. It washoped
that thosewho hadtirelessy
servedtheinstitutionsand
had worked in the best
Interest of studentsagainst
all odds would be justly
made permanent.

We appeal to the Vice
Chancellor for hisurgent
interventioninthe case of
Satyaweti College(Evening).
If true, this grave matter
requires a strict, urgent,
time-bound, andimpartial
inquiry, pendingwhichthe
newly appointed OSD
should be sent back to his
parent college.

As the academic and
administrativehead of the
University of Delhi, itisthe
responsibility of theVice
Chancellor toensurethat no
moredi splacement happens
incollegesand departments
andjusticeisdonetoad-hoc
andtemporary teachers. Not
doingsowill surely leadto
moreunrestintheUniversity
which will disrupt the
teaching-learning process.

Household Savings Fall to Nearly 50-Year L ow

Net financial savings of householdsfell to
anearly five-decadelow of 5.1 per cent of GDP
in 2022-23, down from 7.2 per cent in 2021-
22, Reserve Bank of India (RBI) said on
September 18m 2023. The numbers suggest a
severeincomecrunch and likely transience of
the post-pandemic risein consumption.

Worryingly, annual financial liabilities of
householdsrose sharply by 5.8 per cent of GDP
comparedwith 3.8 per centin2021-22, indicating
larger-than-usual resort to loans for
consumption purposes, and purchase of real
estate.

Therateof increaseinfinancial liabilities
last fiscal was the second highest since
Independence. Only in 2006-07, theflow was
sharper at 6.7 per cent.

In absolute terms, net household assets
dropped sharply fromRs22.8trillionin 2020-
21, the pandemic year which saw ahuge drop
inspending, toRs16.96trillionin2021-22, and
furthertoRs13.76trillionin 2022-23. Household
debt, intermsof thestock of financial liabilities,
consequently remained sharply elevated at 37.6

per cent of GDPin 2022-23, asagainst 36.9 per
centin2021-22.

Falling or stagnant household and SME
incomes, at atime of raginginflation, isprobably
themainreasonfor the subdued savingsand higher
borrowings.

Thelatest RBI data on household assets and
liabilitiesal soraiseworriesabout theimmediate
growth potential of the economy. The support to
growth from private consumption may turn out
to be weaker than anticipated, even asaprivate
capex cycle appears to be delayed.

Nikhil Gupta, economist at Motilal Oswal said
thecombination of weak incomegrowthandfalling
financial savings, led by borrowings, is
unsustainable. “We believe that consumption
growth is unsustainable. Whether it will be
substituted by investmentsis not our base case,
thoughthejuryisstill out,” Guptasaid. According
to Gupta, the househol d debt i sthe second-highest
annual flow post independence.

Household savings, RBI data show, camein
at Rs13.76trillionin 2022-23 compared with Rs

16.96trillionin2021-22. To besure, thetrend
couldreverseif theeconomy picksup paceand
real incomesgrow. However, both consumption
and investments could beimpacted if savings
don’t pick up meaningfully inthe current year.

Inabreak fromtrend, private consumption
final expenditure (PFCE) improvedto six per
centy-on-y inthefirst quarter of 2023-24, higher
thanthe 2.8 per cent y-o-y inthefourth quarter
of 2022-23 and 2.2 per cent y-o-y inthethird
qguarter of 2022-23, likely helped by lower
inflation. Datafor July and August suggest mixed
trends for consumption, with passenger
wholesale car sales, auto retail sales, and air
traffic doingwell, but wholesal etwo-wheel er
andtractor sales, rail passenger traffic, aviation
cargo and consumer goodsimportsnot faring
as well.

The first quarter of 2023-24 GDP data
reveal ed that investment wasmorebuoyant than

consumption and that urban demand was higher
than rural demand.
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Expose Communal Politics...

Telangana state council secretary Kunamneni

Sambasiva Rao addressing the meeting

From Back Page

national council member,
PallaVenkataReddy, Pasya
Padma, V S Bose,
Balamallesh, Takkalapally
Srinivas Rao, Bhagam
Hemanth Rao, Kalaveni
Shankar, E T Narsimha,
Balnarsimha, party state
secretariat membersand M
Narsimhadeputy general
secretary of state AITUC
were present. Poet, writer
andsinger Jairgj felicitated
Suravaram  Sudhakar
Reddy andM K Mohiuddin,
freedomfighter with shawl.

D Rajabegan hisspeech

by saying, brothers and

sistersLal SalaminTelugu.

Recdlingthat Telanganahad |
mergedwiththelndianUnion '+

on September 17,1948, he
saidthat thatiswhy weare
celebrating this day.
ComradesRavi Narayana
Reddy, Makhdoom
Mohiuddin and Baddam
YellaReddy had givencall
for Telanganaarmedstruggle
againstthedictatorial ruleof
Nizam, excesses of
landlordsandrazakaars, the
privatearmy of Nizam, etc.

ChandraRajeshwar Raoand
Puchalapalli Sundarayya
havesupportedthecall and
guided the struggle with
material and monetary
supportaongwithimparting
military trainingtoveterans
of the struggle. BRS and
BJParealsocelebratingthe
day insomeor other name,
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thoughtheir contributionin
thisregard isnil, D Raja
observed.

TheCPI genera secretary
pointed out that without
recognizingtheheroicrole
played by thecommunists,
Indian history will bein
complete. Infact communists
are not merely part of the

history they have created
history, D Rgjaunderlined.
Communistshaveshedtheir
blood, went behind bars,
were imprisoned for many
years, mademany sacrifices,
including their family
members, etc. But BJPis

distorting history sayingthat

. Telanganaarmedstruggleis

aconflict betweenMuslim
king and Hindu people.
Rejecting the basel ess
argument, hesaid only if
Indiaexists, wewill beable
to exist. He wanted
NarendraModi and Amit
Shah to realize this and
shouldstoplookingat every
issue from Hindu and
Muslim angle. BJP is
claiming that it is on the
ordersof Sardar Vallabhai
Patel army had come to
Telangana, but one should
not forget that Patel wasa
member of Nehru’scabinet.
Communists had been
fighting prior tothat of army
reaching Telangana. Without
thehistoric Telanganaarmed
struggle launched by the
communists, themerger of
TelanganaintolndianUnion
would not have become
possible, Rajaasserted.

TheCPI genera secretary
further statedinhisaddress

that the country isfacing
crisisin several sectors.
Narendra Modi and his
associatesareclaimingthat
after G-20Summit, influence
of Modi hasincreased. But
thevalueof rupeehasfallen
considerably only after the

Summit. Modi claimsiii
comesto power thirdtime;
hewill transformIndiainto
thethird biggest economyin
the world. He made
promisestocreatetwocrore
jobs every year and to
deposit Rs 15 lakhs in
everybody’s account by
bringing back black money
stacked inforeign banks.
People have now
understood that these
promiseswereonly to get
votes. Instead under Modi’s
regimeAdanisandAmbanis
havebecomesuperrich. In
Manipurinternal civilwaris
taking place and Modi is
conspicuously silentonthe
issue. He is dismantling
Condtitution, federalism,and
secular foundations.
Governorsareworking as
agents of BJP. One hasto
see how KCR isgoing to
react tothis.

D Ragjatoldthegathering
that L eft parties, Congress,
and other secular parties

have come united and
formed ‘INDIA’ as an
alternative front against
communal reactionary BJP
anditsallies. Asandwhen
thisfront wasannounced,
Modi started getting
irritated and startedattacking
thefront andits partners.
‘INDIA’ isnot amerefront
of certainpartiesbut aliance
of people, who are
dissatisfied against with
Modi government’s nine
yearsof rule. Hencepeople
arecoming out in protests
withtheslogan‘ BJPHatao,
DeshBachao’. Atthetime
of writing of our
Constitution, DrAmbedkar
had clearly pointed out that
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Indiaisacountry of plurality.
At present Modi isstating
that * One country, One
election’. But Ambedkar
had stated that
the Constitution is being
formedanddecidedthat free
el ectionsmust beconducted.
Permanent Election
Commissionissetupinorder
toconduct freeelections. It
istruethatin*Onecountry,
Oneelection’ expenseswill
be less. But according to
CAG report under
NarendraM odi regimeinthe
construction of national
highways, Rs7.5lakhcrores
hasbeen misappropriated.
Thegovernmentthereforeis
not honestinsuggesting One
Country, OneElection.

D Rgjaobservedthat as
per Indrajit GuptaElection
Reforms Committee, the
government hasto bear all
expenses incurred by
political partiesfor election.
Stating that in Telangana
electionsaregoingtotake
place, all parties have to
work together to defeat BJP
in the elections and to
protect the Constitution.

Suravaram Sudhakara
Reddy, former CPI general
secretary in his address
statedthat KCRwill neither
jointheNational Democratic
Alliance (NDA) nor the
front of opposition parties.
If boththefrontsdonot have
majority, hewouldvotefor
BJPand claimministership
at the Centre.

Kunamneni Sambasiva
Rao, Telangana CPI state
council secretary while
rendering presidential
remarksstated that BJPhad
never hoisted national flag
till 2001. RSS also had
stated that tricolour isnot
auspicious. Hencethey never
hoisted national flag at the
headquarters of RSS in
Nagpur.

Bommagani Prabhakar,
Ravindra Chary,
Seetharamaiah, Nedunoori
Jyothi, state executive
committee members, B
Chaayadevi, Sailoo Goud,
Palamakula Jangaiah,
district secretaries of

Hyderabad, Medchal and
Rangareddy respectively
wereal so present.
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US-NATO’s ‘Democratic’
Imperialism is Libya’s Nightmare

Libyansaresuffering. The
reason behind is the
‘democratic’ armed
intervention by theUnited
States and NATO to
destroy Libya. Today one
should stand with Libya.

NATO'’s military
intervention in Libya in
2011, which overthrewthe
regime of Muammar
Gaddafi, resulted in a
chaotic and murderous
failed state. Libyanswere
forced to pay a horrific
pricefor thiscatastrophe.

Hillary Clintonfamously
quipped“wecame, hedied”
when Muammar Gaddafi,
after seven months of US
and NATO bombing, was
overthrown in 2011 and
killed by a mob who
sodomised him with a
bayonet. But Gaddafi would
not betheonly onetodie.
Libya, once the most
prosperous and one of the
most stable countries in
Africa, acountry withfree
healthcare and education,
therightforall citizenstoa
home, subsidised el ectricity,
water and gasoline, along
with the lowest infant
mortality rateandhighestlife
expectancy onthecontinent,
alongwithoneof thehighest
literacy rates, swiftly
fragmented into warring
factions. Therearecurrently
tworival regimesbattlingfor
control inLibya, alongwith
anarray of roguemilitias.

Thechaosthat followed
Westernintervention saw
weaponsfromthecountry’s
arsenals flood the black
market, withmany snatched
up by groups such as the
Islamic State. Civil society
ceased to function.
Journalistscapturedimages
of migrantsfrom Nigeria,
Senegal and Eritreabeing
beaten and sold asslavesto
work in fields or on
constructionsites. Libya's
infrastructure, includingits
electrical grids, aquifers, ail

fields and dams, fell into
disrepair. And when the
torrential rainsfrom Storm
Daniel —theclimatecrisis
being another gifttoAfrica
fromtheindustrialisedworld
overwhelmed two
decrepit dams, walls of
water 20 feet high raced
down to flood the port of
DernaandBenghazi,leaving
up to 20,000 dead
accordingtoAbdulmenam
Al-Gaiti, Mayor of Derna,
and some 10,000 missing.

‘Thefragmentationof the
country’s disaster
management and disaster
response mechanisms, as
well as deteriorating
infrastructure, exacerbated
the enormity of the

challenges. The political

situationisadriver of risk,’
according to the World
Meteorological
Organisation.

Most of the human
casualties’ would havebeen
avoidedif therehad beena
‘normally operating
meteorological service’
which*would haveissued
the[necessary] warningsand
also the emergency
management of thiswould
havebeen ableto carry out
evacuationsof the people.

Westernregime-change,
carried out in the name of
human rights under the
United Nationsdoctrine of
R2P (Responsibility to
Protect), destroyed Libya

— asitdidlrag— as a
unifiedandstablenation. The
floodvictimsarepart of the
tensof thousandsof Libyan
dead resulting from our
‘humanitarianintervention,’
which rendered disaster
relief non-existent. The
world must bear
responsibility for Libya's
prolonged suffering. But
once the US and NATO
wreak havoc on acountry
in the name of saving its
persecuted — regardl ess of
whether they are being
persecuted or not — they
forget they exist.

Karl Popper in ‘The
Open Society and Its
Enemies’ warned against
utopianengineering, massive
social transformations,

almost alwaysimplanted by
force, andled by thosewho
believe they are endowed
witharevealedtruth.
Libya, like Iraq and
Afghanistan, fell victimtothe
self-delusions peddled by
humanitarianinterventionists
— Barack Obama, Hillary
Clinton, Ben Rhodes,
SamanthaPower and Susan
Rice. The Obama
administration armed and
backed an insurgent force
that they believedwould do
thebidding of theUSObama
in a recent post urged
people to support aid
agencies to alleviate the
suffering of the people of
Libya, apleathatignitedan

understandablebacklash on
social media.

Thereisnoofficial tally
of thecasualtiesinLibyathat
haveresulted directly and
indirectly fromtheviolence
in Libya over the last 12
years. Thisisexacerbated
by thefact that NATOfailed
to investigate casualties
resulting from its seven-
month bombardment of the
country in 2011. But the
totd figureof thosekilledand
injuredislikely inthetens
of thousands. Action on
Armed Violencerecorded
‘8,518 deathsandinjuries
fromexplosiveviolencein
Libya from 2011 to 2020,
6,027 of whichwerecivilian
casualties.

In 2020, astatement by

seven UN agenciesreported
that ‘Close to 400,000
Libyanshavebeendisplaced
sincethestart of theconflict
nine years ago — around
half of them withinthe past
year, sincetheattack onthe
capital, Tripoli, started.’
‘TheLibyaneconomy has
been battered by the[civil
war] the Covid pandemic.
The country’s fragility is
having far-reaching
economicand social impact.
GDP per capitadeclined by
50 per cent between 2011
and 2020 whileit couldhave
increased by 68 per cent if
theeconomy had followed
itspre-conflicttrend,” the
report says. ‘ Thissuggests

Diary of

| nternational

Events
C. Adhikesavan

that Libya’'s income per
capitacould havebeen 118
per cent higher without the
conflict. Economicgrowth
in 2022 remained low and
volatile due to conflict-
related disruptions in oil
production.’

Amnesty International’s
2022 Libya report also
makes for grim reading.
‘Militias, armed groupsand
security forcescontinuedto
arbitrarily detainthousands
of people,” it says.‘ Scores
of protesters, lawyers,
journalists, critics and
activistswererounded up
and subjectedtotortureand
otherill-treatment, enforced
disappearancesand forced
‘confessions’ oncamera.’
Detained migrants and
refugeeswere subjectedto
torture, unlawful killings,
sexual violenceand forced
labour.’

Stockpiles of weapons
and ammunition
estimated to be between
150,000 and 200,000 tons
—werelootedfromLibya
withmany beingtrafficked
to neighbouring states.

Themisery and carnage,
which rippled out from a
dismembered Libya, was
unleashed in the name of
democratisation, nation-
building, promotingtherule
of law and humanrights.

Military interventionis
goodfor Iragis, Afghansor
Libyans, but not for
Palestinians or Yeminis.
Human rights are
supposedly sacrosanct when
discussing Cuba, Venezuela
andlran, butirrelevantinour
offshorepenal colonies, the
world’s largest open-air
prisoninGazaor our drone-
infested war zones.

Liberalshaveprostituted
their supposed valuestothe
Empire. Incapableof taking
responsibility for the
carnage they inflict, they
clamour for moredestruction
and deathto savetheworld.
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Writers Urged to Protect...

From Centre Pages

Una and Hathras to Bhima
Koregaon. By uprootingthe
tribals from their basic
cultural consciousness, the
unabated | oot of water, forest
and land is going on, the
ultimate beneficiaries of
which are the corporate
capitalistswhohavecloseties
withright-wing politics.

I deol ogical disagreement
has been brought under the
category of cognizable
offence. From street
demonstrations to court
casesto ban ontheworks of
writers in Tamil, Telugu,
Kannada, @ Malayalam,
Gujarati, and Santhali
(English) languages suchas
of Perumal Murugan,
Kancha Ilaiah, K S
Bhagavan, S. Harish, Parul
Khakhar and Hansda
SovendraShekhar, hasbeen

resorted toduring thisperiod.
All these situations are
infuriating and disturbing to
usaswriters. Therewriting
and rescheduling process of
history and curriculum is
goingon. Historical heroes
like Akbar and Tipu Sultan
are being excluded and
Hindutva heroes are being
includedinthecurriculum.

Asaresult of itsinevitable
outcome, theunderstanding
of diversity and texture of
Indian social structure will
be destroyed and the new
generationwill becursedto
goinaone-sided, incompl ete,
andwrongdirectionby being
deprived of the true
knowledge of inclusive and
pluralistic history. The
regressive changes in
NCERT booksareaproof of
this. The new education
policy isanindicator of these

changes. We know that all
these situations are the
biggest obstaclesand danger
for the development of any
country and society.

In the last decade or so,
we witnessed the above
scenario with our
consciousness of the
resistance. Fromtimetotime,
we have also registered our
resistance through the
common forumsof writers’
organizations. Our role has
been of support and solidarity
in favour of the farmers’
movement, the campaign of
women wrestlers and the
voices of human rights
activists, fearlessjournalism,
and theintellectualsand in
opposition to the legal
proposals related to the
citizenship register. In the
context of the current
challenges, our first

responsibility today is to
protect  constitutional
democracy and freedom of
expression, while ensuring
more effective participation
with wider mass struggles.
For this, thereisalso aneed
to form a united front of
writers’ organizations.

In this context, we
remember Premchand, who
in his famous presidential
address in 1936, on the
occasion of thefoundational
conference of Progressive
Writers' Association,
Lucknow, said: “Literature
istheoneinwhichthetruths
and experiences of life are
expressed, inwhichthereis
criticismof life. Itistheduty
of literatureto stand for the
downtrodden, the oppressed,
theunderprivileged, whether
anindividual or agroup. Art
should also be weighed on
the scal es of usefulness. We
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have to change the criteria
of beauty or parameters of
aesthetics. Thewholeworld
should be in the broad
spectrum of beauty, whichis
in good taste, and self-
respect, and should not be
opposed to humanity. The
writer existsalong with the
society, if separated her or
hisvaluebecomeszero. We
donot consider literatureonly
asan object of entertainment
andluxury. Only theliterature
that has high thinking will
passour test. May it bethe
sense of freedom, the
essence of beauty, the soul
of creation, thelight of life’s
truths, that stirsand putsus
at unease, do not lull usinto
sleep, for too much sleepis
asignof death.” Thesewords
of Premchand are still
relevant guidingandinspiring
inchallengingtimes. Weare
collectively determinedto be
theclaimantsof thisglorious
heritage.
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Restore OPS,

Dr Arun Kumar

Inararegestureof unity
and solidarity, thousandsof
teachers, non-teaching staff,
students, and voluntary
organizationsthrongedinto
thestreetsof New Delhi to
exhibit their deep-rooted
resentment against National
Education Policy 2020 and
National Pension Scheme.
They presented memoranda
tothePresident of India, the
PrimeMinigter,andtheUnion
minister of educationtorall
back theNational Education
Policy andfor restoring Old
Pension Scheme.

Theprotestingmembers
condemned the
undemocratic and
retrograde mindset of the
Central governmentwhich
didnotevenholdadialogue
with either AIFUCTO or

L iy

(JFME). Besidesdemands
for repealing NEP and
restoration of the old
pensionscheme, JFMEand
AIFUCTO demanded
allocation of 10 per cent of
GDPoneducation, fillingup
all vacant teachingand non-
teaching posts, withdrawal
of all common National
EntranceTests, noclosure
or merger of schools and
colleges, protect thesecular,

Rep
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T L I

education, etc.

Leaders of the
organization also warned
that they would wage
a country-wide political
struggletodislodgetheBJP
government at the Centreif
the government does not
respond to the collective
wisdom of thenation.

Communist Party of India
(CPI) general secretary D

eal NEP 2020:

r -
TG SR T

CPI(M) polit bureau
membersNilotpal Boseand
Tapan Sen expressed
solidarity tothedemandsand
urged to carry political
strugglesto dislodge BJP
government and NEP2020.

AIFUCTO president
Prof KesabaBhattacharya,
general secretary DrArun
Kumar, JFME chairman
Prof Nandita Narayan,

15

D K Lobiyal, K T
Narasimha Reddy from
AISFT CN, Bharati from
STFI and other membersof
AIFUCTO and JFME
coordinated the entire
programme.

The programme ended
withthereiteration of the
organization’scommitment
tocontinueandintensifyits
struggles in the larger

with the Joint Forum for
Movement on Education

federal

scientific, democratic and
character of

Raja,All IndiaTradeUnion  national convenor DrAmiya  interestsof thecountry and
Congress(AITUC)genera  Kumar Mohanty, totakethebattletonook and
secretary Amarjeet Kaur, FEDCUTA president Prof cornersof India.

On (Record ...

A 27-page chapter titled ‘Quality of
Accountsand Financial Reporting Practices
intheCAG'sreport number 21 of 2023 shines
alightonaccountingshenanigansthatwill leave
any private conglomerate and itsauditors
aghast at the sheer audacity of the sharp
practicesin Union government accounts.
There is something rotten in the central
government’ saccounts— and thesituation
hasbeenallowedtofester for avery longtime
with noreal attempt to sort out the mess.

Last month, theauditor of the Centre’s
accounts — the Comptroller and Auditor
Genera (CAG)— cameout withareport that
revealed just how the Narendra Modi
government anditsaccountantshavecarved
out nooksthat serve as secret repositories
of public money. — The Telegraphy online,
September 19.

* k%

TheNarendraM odi governmentintroduced
the128th Congtitutional Amendment Bill, 2023,
tobringin33%reservationfor womeninthe
Lok Sabhaandall statel egidativeAssemblies.
Thiswill includereservingone-thirdof theseats
kept for SC/STs, and“asnearly aspossible”,
one-third of the total seatsin the general
category.

The seats will be reserved after the

compl etion of the delimitation exercise based
onthefirst Censusconducted after the passage
of theBill. It mandateswomen’sreservationfor
15 yearsfromthe commencement of theAct,
with Parliament empoweredtoextendit further.

Rotation of seatsreserved for womenwill
happenonly after each subsequent delimitation
exercise, tobedetermined by Parliament by law,
asper theBill. —Thelndian Express, September
19.

* k%

Judges must ensure that the law does not
discriminateagainst anyonebased onthequality
of legal representation an accused can afford,
SupremeCourt judgeand executivechairperson

of National Legal ServicesAuthority of India
(NALSA) justice Sanjay KishanKaul said,
observingthat it wasthepoor and uneducated
who end up behind barsfor yearswhilethe
rich get bail at an earlier date.said: “ Our
responsibility asjudgesisto ensurethat the
lawisfollowedinletter and spiritandit does
not discriminate between anyoneon basisof
thequality of legal representation they can
afford, among other man-madequalifiers.”

JusticeK aul saidjudgescouldn’ tturnablind
eyetotheplight of thepoor.— TheHindustan
Times, September 19.

Compiled by: C Adhikesavan
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Telangana Armed Struggle Anniversary Celebration

Exprose CoMmMUNAL PoLITICS OF

Communist Party of India
(CPI) general secretary D
Rajawanted Union home
ministerAmit Shahtotell the
peopleof our country therole
played by BJPand RSSin
thehistoric Telanganaarmed
struggle. TheBJPisdigtorting
the history of Telangana
armed struggle to make
political gains. He was
addressingasthechief guest
the huge public meeting
organized by theTelangana
statecouncil of CPI, marking
the concluding session of
Telanganaarmed struggle
anniversary celebrationsin
theafternoon of September
17, 2023 at Exhibition
GroundsinHyderabad.

TheCPI genera secretary

inhisaddressasked Union |

homeminister Amit Shahto
makepublictheroleplayed
by RSSand JanaSangh, the
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CPI generl secretary D Raja addressing the public meeti ng

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Amit Shah are
distortingtheglorioushistory
of Telanganaarmedstruggle
and telling all lies to the
media. They aretryingto
rewritelndian history.

D Rajamadeit clear to
theleadersof BJPthat the
peopl eof thiscountry arenot
goingtobelievetherrlies.He
appeal ed to the peopleto
defeat thecommunal BJP-

mother organizationsof BJP, 4.8

ineitherthefreedomstruggle
or in Telangana armed
struggle. Hewanted Amit
Shahtotell thepeopl eof our
country the strugglesand
sacrificesmadeby RSSand
JanaSanghinthat period.
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CPI national council secretary Dr K Narayana
addressing the meeting

Ram Narasimha Rao

ledgovernmentsbothinthe
Centreandinstates. Healso
suggested that secular,
democraticpartiesincluding
Congress have to work
together with more
coordination and more
mutual understanding
keepinginmindthereality
and with the main aim to

defeat fascist communal
BJP. He said that the
Telanganachief ministeris
playing hideand seek game.
Heishopingthat hecango
on cheating the peopl e of
Telangana, but that isnot
possiblethistime, the CPI
general secretary D Raja
said.

Thepublic meetingwas
presided over by
Kunamneni SambasivaRao,

Former CPI general 7sec}‘etary S Sudhakar Reddy

CPI Telanganastatecouncil
secretary. Themeetingwas
also addressed by
Suravaram Sudhakar
Reddy, former CPI general
secretary, Dr K Narayana
and Syed Azeez Pasha,
party national council
secretaries and Chada
Venkata Reddy, party
national executivemember.
K Srinivas Reddy, party

On Page 12

addressing the meeting
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