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CPI Leaders Meet President
on Violence Torn Manipur

A high-power
delegation of the
Communist Party of India
led by gener al secretary
D Raja was in the
violence-torn state of
Manipur last week. The
team met later President
Droupadi Murmu on
August 29, 2023 and
appraised her of the
alarmingsituationthere.

Apart from general

secretary, the team
consisted of party
national council

secr etariesBinoy Viswam
MP, Dr K Narayanaand
Rama Krushna Panda.
Theleader ssubmittedthe
followingmemorandumto
thePresident:

Afive-member del egation
of the Communist Party of
Indialed by CPI general
secretary D Rajavisitedthe
violence-torn state of
Manipur fromAugust 21to
24,2023. Reportscoming
from Manipur for thelast
four monthshavedisturbed
the entire nation and the
delegationvisitedthestate
toseethegroundreality and
make efforts for peace-
building. The delegation
included CPI national
council secretariesBinoy
Viswam MP, Dr K
Narayana, RamaKrushna
Panda and senior woman
leader of the CPI from
Assam, Asomi Gogoi.

Thedelegation visited
areasdominated by all the
ethnic groupsin Manipur
andheldinteractionswithall
sectionsof thesociety. The
delegationwitnessedfirst-

hand the separation and
divides created between
different ethniccommunities.
Violence in the state has
already claimed morethan
180liveswhile4,800houses
are burnt, 733 places of
worship of different
communitiesdestroyedand
more than 55,000 people
displaced, includingwomen
and children in large
numbers.

People of Manipur are
disheartenedthat even after
more than two months of
violenceittook ahorrific
videoforthePrimeMinister
tospeak on Manipur. Prime
Minister’sprolongedsilence
andhisnotvistingthestrife-
torn state has eroded
people'sfaithindemocratic
institutions.

The delegation met
|eadersof several political
parties, communities,
women'’sorganizations, civil
society groups, activists,
people engaged in
educational and healthcare
sectorsand held extensive
discussions aimed at re-
establishing peace and
harmony inthestrategically
located state. Thedelegation
alsovisited several relief
camps and found the
arrangements to be
inadequate, especially about
theneedsof women, children
andtheelderly.

The educational
ecosystem of thestateisin
disarray, harmingthefuture
prospects of the younger
generations. Peopleall over
the state expressed
apprehensionsabout drug

trade, poppy cultivationand
threatstoland, forestsand
natural resources. Theissue
of illegal migration and
border fencing were also
raised by the people.

Theddegationasocalled
on Manipur governor
Anusuiya Uikey and
apprai sed her of thesorrows
Manipurisfacing. TheCPI
appealed for peace,
harmony and unity
everywhere.

After having extensive
deliberationsanddiscussions
withall shadesof opinionin
Manipur, the CPI wishesto
brief youonthesufferings
of the people of Manipur
andthedemandsbeingraised
by them. The Union and
state governments have
failedincurtalingviolence
anddivisionsinthestateand
segregationshavecometo
suchalevel that peoplefrom
onecommunity cannotvisit
the areas dominated by
another community. This
strife needs immediate
redressal and a political

initiativeengagingall sections
of society inManipur.
The major demands
raised by the people of
Manipur before the CPI
delegationareasfollows:

B Presenceof MLAS
belongingtodifferent ethnic
groupsshouldbeensuredin
the Manipur Assembly
Session.

B People have lost
faithinthegovernment of N
Biren Singh and he should
beremoved from the post
of chief minister.

B |Immediate steps
should betakentorestore
peace and normalcy in
Manipur.

B Dialogueengaging
all sections of society,
political parties, civil society
groupsandopinionsshould
be initiated to break the
deadlock.

B Urgentstepsshould
be taken to disarm all
groups.

B Special packagefor
relief and rehabilitation

without any disparity should
besanctioned and adequate
compensationfor victimsof
violence, arson and
displacement should be
provided.

B Violence, arson
anddisplacementshavehad
amgjorimpactonlivelihoods
throughout the state.
Adequate means of
livelihood must beensured
for all affected people.

B Stringent action
should betakenagainst all
perpetratorsand enabl ersof
rapes, murder andviolence.

B [nitiativeshouldbe
takentobringnormalcy in
educational institutes. No
student should bedeprived
of education. Internet
services must berestored
and madeavailabletoall.

B Special safety
measures should betaken
for women.

B Uninterrupted
supply of medicines and
medical services must be

On Page 12...
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Inthe name of Hindutva, deterioration of
law and order situationistakentounprecedented
limits, which hasbeenwitnessed by thecountry
only rarely. Fascism hasenteredinanew garb.
With handscoveredingloves, politicsismade
toovershadow the Constitutional restrain, and
dehumanizethemulticultural ethoswestand
for. Itappearedinitstruecol our whentheCentral
government refused to drop chief minister N.
Biren Singh despitethetotal breakdown of law
and order inthe state.

InManipur, communitiesarepushed against
thewall withanalienforceincitingthemtoviolate
whatever wassacred for usall till today. The
video showingtwowomendragged by ademonic
mob, unclothed, tearsin eyes, witnessto the
mercilesskilling of father and brother whenthey
protested, weretaken to jungleswherethey
weretortured and mol ested. ItwasMay 4, 2023.
They had managedto get to policein K ongpokpi
district of Manipur on May 18. For twomonths
no actionwastaken. Therewasinthereport
about the gang rape, kidnapping, murder, but
still itwasshelved aside. It wasonly after the
videowentviral, that thearrestswere made.
But still policeremained apathetic. Inaddition,
despitethebreak down of law and order, neither
thestatenor the Centreroseuptotheoccasion.
Therewasabsolutely no urgency torestrain
the crushing engineof dehumanization. Itwas
only after thevideowent viral that stepswere
taken.

Another exampleisviolenceinNuh. It has
atotally different flow of events. Thestory that
hascomeoutisif therulingregimeiswilling,
therecanbenoriots. TheHaryanaadministration
did not allow Hindutvagroupsled by V ishwa
Hindu Parishadtotakeout areligiousprocession
inviolence-hit Nuh district and instead asked
localsto offer prayersintemplesamid heavy
policedeployment onthelast Monday of the
holy month of Shravan.

AccordingtosourcestheBJP-ruled Haryana

had asked policeto strictly maintainlaw and
order to avoid any untoward incidentsahead

In the Name
of Hindutva

of the G20 summit in Delhi and Gurgaon. But
peopl e had themsel vesfound alternative support
against theinjusticewhen thefarmerscameout
to counter theaggressiveforces. They declared
that if VishwaHindu Parishad takesout therally,
they would stand against it.

Nuhisbarely 90 km away fromthe capital .

TheHaryanapolicewereearlier accused of
complicity inallowing areligiousprocession by
activistsof theBajrang Dal andtheVHPon July
31thatledtocommunal violencein Nuhinwhich
six people, includingaclericandtwohomeguards,
werekilled.

“Itisan opensecret that if theadministration
wants, noviolencewill ever takeplace. What we
witnessed in Nuhtoday istheruleof law, which
wassurprisingly missing whentheviolencehad
brokenout last month,” aformer Haryanadirector-
general of policereportedly had said.

Theadministration, hesaid, wasstrict thistime
and astrong messagewassent that thoseviol ating
thelaw would bedealt withiron hands.

“Theadministrationswungintoactionthistime
as there was clear instruction from the top
|eadershipthat they did not want arepeat of what
happened on July 31. Any violencewould have
caused seriousdamageto thereputation ahead
of the G20 meet,” hesaid.

On Sunday, August 27, theV HPhad announced
that areligious processionwould betakenoutin
Nuhdistrict onAugust 28.

L ater that day, aHaryanapoliceofficial said

everything passed of f peacefully astheentirearea
wasturnedinto afortressahead of the proposed

raly.

Outsiderswerebarred from entering Nuh,
withsecurity personnel beingdeployedat all entry
pointsof thedistrict. Accordingtoofficias, 1,900
Haryanapolicepersonnel and 24 companiesof
paramilitary forcesweredeployedtokeepastrict
vigil. Multiplelayersof barricadeshad been
erected by the policeand anti-riot vehiclesand
droneswereal so pressed into service.

Therewaspeace, suppressed and significant
initsownway.

Yet again, thereisthemug shot of TriptaTyagi
inaclassroom of aschool in UPlaughing and
askingthekidsto slap theboy intearsbefore
heleavestheschool. Sheaskedthekidstorepeat
itevery day. UPpolice, instead of taking action
againsttheprincipa whoissued her order totorture
thekids, havefiled an FIR against fact-checker
Mohammed Zubair for sharing thevideo of a
headmistressordering childrentoslapaMuslim
childinher school.

Zubair hasbeen charged withthejuvenile
justiceact for sharing avideo that other news
channelsand Twitter usersalso shared. While
theteacher who actually got the Muslim boy
thrashed is charged with non-cognisable
offences.

Zubair has beenindictedfor theillegal act
of revealing the boy’sidentity.

The lodging of the FIR raises several
guestionsabout theway awell-meaninglaw is
being selectively invoked with the suspected
motiveof intimidatinginformationgatherersand
verifierswho arefilling ayawning vacuum.
Several of thelegacy mediaoutletshave been
seekingtoplay downinitially suchgut-wrenching
eventsthat confirmtheworst fearsabout the
state of the nation.

Both the Muzaffarnagar atrocity and the
M anipur savagery on two women, eventsthat
madelarge sectionsof Indiansgaspin disbelief
weretaken note of because of videoson social
media, not because of reporting by theso-called
mai nstream media.

Promote Harmony and Peace in Haryana: CPI MP

Communist Party of India
(CPI) national secretary and
Rajya Sabha MP Binoy
Viswam wrote a letter to
Haryana CM Manohar Lal
Khattar onAugust 28, 2023,
demanding his government
intervention for restoring
peaceand harmony intheriot-
ridden areas.

| writetoyoutoraisemy
seriousconcernsregardingthe
prevailing situationincertain
districtsof Haryanaand your
government’shandling of it.
Communal riots erupted in
Haryana following the
announcement of Braj Mandal
Yatra by the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) last month.
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Thecommunal situation has
remained tensesincethenin
thedistrictsof Gurugramand
Nuh. The Haryana
government led by you was
apparently caught sleeping as
accepted by Home Minister
Anil Vij that hedid not have
any intelligenceinput onthe
buildup of violenceandtension
in the area. Further, your
government has failed in
arresting infamous cow
vigilante Monu Manesar,
whose provocationsresulted
in violence and you have
accepted that government has
noinformationonhislocation.

After violenceclaimed 6
lives and made peace and

normalcy athing of the past
in the affected region, your
government resorted to
bulldozers and harassment
instead of engagingindialogue
or peacebuilding. When a
delegation of the Communist
Party of India (CPI),
consisting of myself, AITUC
General Secretary Amarjit
Kaur, Rajya Sabha MP P.
Sandosh Kumar, and CPI
Haryana Secretary Dariyao
Singh reached Gurugram and
Nuhto meet with thevictims
of violenceand makeefforts
for therestoration of normalcy
and harmony intheregion, we
were stopped by the police
before entering Nuh on 6th

August 2023. Similarly, a
delegation of the Haryana
Pradesh CongressCommittee
was stopped on 8th August
2023. These steps were
undemocratic and aimed at
hiding the truth behind
communal riots.

Today itself, your
government has allowed an
11-member team of Vishwa
Hindu Parishad to perform
pujaat atempleinNuh. Itis
reported that several groups
arealsoplanningtoenter Nuh.
1,900 Haryana Police
personnel and 24 companies
of paramilitary forceshaveto
be deployed as a
precautionary measurewhile

mobileinternet serviceshave
been suspended in Nuh, due
tothismove. Thepermission
to VHP after your repeated
announcements on not
allowing any procession in
Nuhisprimafaciebiased and
provocative. When elected
representatives of the people
and citizens with bonafide
credentialswerenot allowed,
allowing a group whose
complicity in violence has
beenflagged by manyisonly
going to deteriorate the
communal atmosphere. Inthis
light, | urgeyoutoretract the
permission and take stepsto
promotecommunal harmony,
instead of abetting its
deterioration.
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Appropriate Policy Vital for
Prescribing Generic Medicines

Thelatest notification of
the Board of Ethicsof the
National Medical
Commission (NMC) has
asked the doctors to
prescribe medicineswith
pharmacological names.
Earlier too The Indian
M edi cal Council
(Professional Conduct,
Etiquette & Ethics)
Regulations, 2002, clause
1.5mentioneduseof generic
names of drugs: “Every
physician should, asfar as
possible, prescribe drugs
with genericnamesand he/
sheshall ensurethat thereis
arational prescriptionand
use of drugs”. But the
differenceisthattheNMC
notification has warned
punitiveactionincludingfine
even cancellation of
licence.

This has generated
debateamong the medical
professionals. It hasbeena
long standing demand of the
public healthactiviststhat
medicines should be
prescribed with their
pharmacological names.
Thiswill excludethebranded
drugsand bring down the
COst.

Theconcept of generic
medi cinesarosebecausethe
branded medicineshadhigh
Ccost.

The pharmaceutical
companies spend huge
amount of money for
promotion of their
products. Thehigh cost of
drugsseriously affectsthe
hedlthcareof our population.
Asnearly 67 per cent of out
of pocket healthexpenditure
inour country isondrugs.
High out of pocket
expenditure pushes 6.3
crore population below
poverty lineevery year, a
factadmittedintheNational
Health Policy document
2017. Ontheotherhand the
generic drugs are non-
branded so they save the
money usedinpromotional

activities.

Having sensed this, our
first PrimeMinister Jawahar
Lal Nehrutook initiativeto
produce the drugsin the
public sector with the
purposeto produce cheap
bulk drugs. While
inaugurating the Indian
Drugsand Pharmaceuticals
Ltd (IDPL) in 1961 he

A
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&

said: “Thedrugindustry
must be in the public
sector.....I thinkanindustry
of the nature of the drug
industry shouldnot beinthe
private sector anyhow.
There are far too much
exploitationsof thepublicin
this industry”. With this
vision, public sector unit
Indian Drugs and
PharmaceuticalsLtd(IDPL)
wasincorporatedinApril,
1961. IDPL played a
pioneeringinfra-structural
roleinthegrowth of Indian
drug industry base and
produced cheap bulk drugs.
Itplayedamajorroleinthe
strategic National Health
Programmes like Family
Welfare Programme and
Population Control (Mala-
D & Mala-N) anti-malarial
(Chloroquine) and
prevention of dehydration
(ORS) by providingquality
medicines. Similarly the
HindustanAntibioticsLtd
(HAL), Central Research
Institute(CRI) Kasauli were
founded.
Inadditiontotheactual
generic drugs which are
produced and sold solely by
thepharmacol ogical name,

Dr Arun Mitra

\‘.@W

several companies have
comeout with brand names
of low cost product; they are
branded generics. They are
cheaper than the branded
drugsbut moreexpensive
than the actual bulk non
branded genericdrugs.

|-

Oneof thecontentionsof
those opposing thisisthat
thegenericdrugsarelowin
qguality. It is therefore
important that thesedrugs
should meet thecriteriaof
bio-equivalence and
efficacy. Thesecriterianeed
to be regulated by the
competent authoritiesina
similar way as for the

branded drugs.

To make doctors
prescribeonly thegeneric
namesitisimportant that the
branded drugs haveto be
banned. Otherwisedoctors
will writegenericnamesbut
thepatientswill belefttothe
mercy of thechemistswho
will give the brand of his
choice. Thiswill obviously
betheonewhichhashigh
profitmargin.

Tocheck thehightrade
margins, acommitteewas
formed to look into high
trademarginsinthesaleof
drugs on September 16,
2015. Thiscommitteetook
seriousnote of theexcess
trademargins. They pointed
out that in some casesthe
trademarginisashigh as
5,000 per cent. This
committee submitted its
report on December 9,
2015. Butitisnow almost
eight years that the
government has
been sleepingoverit.

Therehastobeevolved
amethodtoca culatethecost
of drugs. Itisimportant that
the cost of the drugs be
cal cul ated asper thecost of

productionwith adefined
trademargin.

Thereisabigflawinthe
price of themany generic
drugs. The difference
betweentheMaximumRetall
Price(MRP) and theactual
purchase priceof thedrug
Isexorbitant. Thishastobe
corrected.

To curtail the profit
margin in the drugs a
powerful  regulatory
mechanism hasto bemade.
Thepublicsector unitswhich
produced cheap drugs
should beencouraged. Itis
sad to note that the
government has been
pushingthedrugproduction
in the private sector. The
public sector unitslikethe
IDPL have been made
virtualy non-functiona. The
Union Cabinet’s
recommendation in its
meeting on December 28,
2016toclosedownandsell
thepharmaceutical PSUsis
abigblow totheconcept of
thestateensuringaffordable,
and possibly free-of-cost,
medicinesfor millions.

Medical Panel Puts on Hold Proposed
‘Generics only’ Regulations

Medical Panel Putson
Hold Proposed‘ Generics
only’ RegulationsMedical
Panel Puts on Hold
Proposed‘ Genericsonly’
RegulationsM edical Panel
Puts on Hold Proposed
‘Generics only’
RegulationsTheNational
Medical Commission
(NMC) hasput onholdthe
newly proposed
regulationswithimmediate
effect, it said in a
notification. “National
Medical Commission
Registered Medical
Practitioner (Professional
Conduct) Regulations,
2023, arehereby heldin

abeyancewithimmediate
effect,” thenew notification
said.

“For the removal of
doubts, itisclarifiedthat the
National M edical
Commission Registered
Medical Practitioner
(Professional Conduct)
Regulations, 2023, shall not
beoperativeand effective
till  further gazette
notificationonthesubject by
the National Medical
Commission,” itadded.

TheNMC’sregulations
were issued earlier this
month. They stated that all
doctors must prescribe

genericdrugs, fallingwhich
they will bepenalised, and
even their licence to
practisemay besuspended
for aperiod. Thishasnot
gonedown well withthe
Indian M edi cal
Association (IMA)which
urged thegovernment to
withdraw ittill thequality
assuranceof al drugscould
beensured.

Union health minister
Mansukh Mandaviyahad
heldameeting earlier this
week and askedtheNMC
to make appropriate
changes and take the
decision“intheinterest of
al”.
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Launch M111tant Struggles to Save PSUs: AITUC
M foé‘r‘s‘éc%r

All IndiaTrade Union
Congressgeneral secretary
Amarjeet Kaur urged the
workers to launch united
militant strugglesto protect
the public sector. Shewas
addressingahugeworkers
meeting on the occasion
of the three-day 16"
conference of Singareni
CollieriesWorkersUnion
affiliated to AITUC. She
wasaddressingaschief guest
themeetingheldat Godavari
Khani, onAugust 25, 2023.

Amarjeet Kaur stated
that recently thetradeunions
andfarmers’ organisations
had met and decided to
intensify the agitation to
implement the decisionsof
the meeting. Modi
governmentishandingover
even assets and natural
resourcesof thenationtohis
corporatefriendslikeAdanis
and Ambanis. She also

vehemently criticised the
Narendra Modi regime
sayingthat under theregime
inequalities between the
poor andricharewidening
day by day, rightsof working
classarebeingundermined
andlawsarebeingamended
in favour of exploiters.
Finally, sheappealedtothe
workers to be in the
forefronttodethronetheBJP
government headed by

Ram Narsimha Rao

Narendra Modi in the
forthcoming general
elections.

The meeting was also
addressed by Chada
Venkata Reddy, national
executivemember of CPI,
Kunamneni SambasivaRao,
CPI Telanganastatecouncil
secretary, MohdYousuf and

PR DS USA
DHOBY,OT

SBalrgj statepresident and
general secretary of AITUC,
Vasireddy Seetharamaiah,
general secretary, Singareni
CollieriesWorkersUnion,
Vujjini Ratnakar Rao,
MiriydaRangaiah, Kaaveni
Shankar, Joseph, Thandra
Sadanandam, K Saraiah, K
Rajkumar, L Prakash,Y V
Rao, K Sunil, Merugu
Rajaiah, Maddi Yellaiahand

3

Arelli Posham.

Priortopublicmeetinga
huge processionwastaken
outinwhichworkersof coa
mines of Godavari mines
RG1, RG2, RG3,
Srirampur, Mandamarri,
Ramakrishnapuram,
Bellampalli, Bhoopal apdly,
Kothagudem, Illandu and
Manuguruparticipatedinbig
numbers.

Hhat #he Ohers Say...

Teaching Hate

Thevideofromtheclassroom of NehaPublic School, K hubbapur
village, district Muzaffarnagar, inwhich, last week, ateacher instructed
studentsto hitand slapaMuslim classmate, oneby one, aspuni shment
for amistakeinhisschoolwork, callsforamoment of pause. Admittedly,
theincidentissetinalarger backdrop.Anincreasingpolitical polarisation
issteadily tricklinginto publicand private spaces, giving el ectoral
contestsanew edge, and circumscribing debatesinbetween el ections.
Inthe social mediaage, thereare many moreincentivesfor views
that veer totheextremesand stay there, thanfor positionsthat reflect
reason and sobriety, muchlessopennessandtolerance. Yet, thebigotry
intheclassroom captured by the Muzaffarnagar video isespecially
shocking— and it should beaspecial causefor concern, because
for any society and democracy, theclassroomisasacred space. What
istaughtandwhatislearntinit reachesintothefuture. Theincident
inKathua, alsolast week, inwhichaMuslimteacherinagovernment
higher secondary school beat up astudent for writing* Jai Shri Ram”
ontheblackboard doesnot cancel out the Muzaffarnagar outrage
— itonly addstoit.

TheincidentsinMuzaffarnagar andK athuacall for alarger reckoning.
Theresponsibility to counter thebrutalisation of theclassroom must
beowned by civil society, of course, but theonusisprimarily onthe
political leadership, and especially thegovernment. A message must
besent out by thepowerful that therewill beno moreclimateof impunity
for hate speech and action. They must signal that they will act onthe
anguished directionsof the apex court which has, morethan once,
urged greater vigilanceand stricter action agai nst thosewhoviol ate
theguiding principleof “fraternity assuringthedignity of theindividual
and unity andintegrity of thecountry” enshrined inthe Preambl e of

the Constitution. Thereistoo much at stake.
Courtesy: TheIndian Express

Punish Those Making a
Spectacle of Caste

Casteisinsidiousand ofteninvisibleinitsmachinations. Butit can
alsobemadeintoaspectacle. Thisiswhy when Dalit peopletransgress
theboundsthat social dogmahasdrawnfor them, theresponseisswift
and brutal — awarningto other peopleto respect caste orthodoxy.
Punishmentsmeted out in casesinvolving casteareespecially cruel
and unusual becausethey needto be such for some sectionsof society
tohold onto caste prejudicesand prevent rationality fromdispelling
their bias. So, whether it beaDalit student who diesafter beingallegedly
harassed by teachersover caste, aDalit teen beatento death by amob
enragedthat hissister filed asexual harassment complaint or four Dalit
men hung upsidedown fromatreeand beatenwith sticksover suspicion
they stoleagoat or somepigeons, thetrigger (or theallegation) isalmost
immaterial. What mattersisthecasteof thevictims, andtheoverwhelming
need to show themtheir place.

The Constitution abolished untouchability, dealing asevereblow
tothefoundation of castestructure. Yet, discriminationfound new ways
togerminateinIndia scitiesand villages, prompting thegovernment
tobringinnew legislation outlawing amultitude of actionsthat were
keeping vul nerablecommunitiesout of publiclife, schools, and offices.
The1990sbrought still newer formsof biasand separation, forcing
authoritiesto passthe Schedul ed Casteand Schedul ed Tribe (Prevention
of Atrocities) Act— among the strongest anti-discrimination statutes
intheworld - and define preciseoffencesfor better prosecution. Yet,
astherash of caste-based crimesinrecent yearsshows, atough law
isnot afirmenough deterrent. What isneededismoreproactivepolice
action, stringentjudicial monitoring, and political will that doesn’t stop
at exploitingwoundsfor el ectoral gains. Thosetryingto makeaspectacle
of caste-based harassment must bethwarted at any cost.

Courtesy: Hindustan Times
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CTUs, SKM Declare: Let Us March on Together

The following isthe
text of the declaration
adopted at theAll India
Joint Convention of
Workers and Peasants
heldat TalkatoraSadium
in New Delhi on August
24, 2023:

This All India Joint
Convention of Workersand
Farmers being held on
August 24, 2023, at
Talkatora Stadium, New
Delhi at thecall of the Joint
Platform of Central Trade
Unions/ Federations/
Associationsand Samyukta
KisanMorcharepresenting
largesectionsof theworking
peopl eof our country, takes
stock of the alarming
Situationbeforetheworkers,
farmersand all sectionsof
common people of our
country created by the
destructiveand disastrous
pro-corporatepoliciesbeing
aggressively pursued by the
government at the Centre
since2014. Thesepolicies
areanti-worker, anti-farmer,
anti-people and anti-
national. They haveproved
to be disastrous for our
national economy and for
theunity of thepeopleand
integrity of thenation. This
conventionhasmet hereon
thisday todecidethefuture
course of joint and
coordinatedactionsto’ Save
the people and their
livelihood’ from these
disastrouspolicies.

TheplatformoftheCTUY
Federations/ Associations
represents workers from
almost all sectors of our
nationa economy—rformal/
organized and informal/
unorganised, and the
Samyukta Kisan Morcha
representslarge sectionsof
farmers,includingmarginal,
small and medium.

Farmers’

Experience
Farmers, driven to
suicides due to unending
problemsfromcultivationto
marketing, were saddled

with the hated three farm
lawsthat wereopenly pro-
corporate. All the big
corporates had started
acquiring hugetractsof land
to build warehouses, to
replacegovernment-owned
godowns. It was only the
tenacious struggle of the
farmers, under thebanner of
SamyuktaKisan Morcha,
sittingon Delhi bordersfor
13months, facingall odds,
harshweather, even Covid
pandemic, oppressionand
worst defamatory abuses
(we will never forget
Lakhimpur Kheri incident),
that compelled the Union
governmenttoback track to
savetheir skin. Buteventhe
written assurancesgiven by
theUniongovernmenttothe
farmers on MSP and
Electricity (Amendment) Bill,
etc, havenot beenhonoured.
Due to the government
policies, theindebtednessof
farmershasincreased and
all thepromisesmadetothe
farmers to double their
incomehavefallenflat. Lack
of adequateirrigation, non-
functioning cropinsurance
schemeandreplacing Public
Distribution Schemewith
Direct Benefit Schemeonly
add to the woes of the
farmers.Agrarianeconomy
iscontinuingtofaceacrisis,
despitetheir contributionin
enhanced productionlevel.

Workers' Experience

Theworkers are faced
withrising unemployment,
job losses and spiralling
pricesof all essentials. All
their hard-wonrights are
beingwatereddownthrough
Labour Codes, “for ease of
doingbusiness’. Permanent
jobsaredeclining sharply;
outsourcing, contract work
invariousformats, fixedterm
employment, gigwork, etc,
alongwithdrasticdeclinein
real wagelevel onthewhole
isbecomingthenewnormal.
Theagricultural workers, a
major component of the
country’s agricultural
population, aretheworst-

hit and pushedinto absolute
poverty and destitution,
beingforcedtomigrateto
towns and cities in big
number, devoidof any social
security.

Thelndiangovernment
hasbeen oneof thefounding
membersof thel nternational
L abour Organisation. But
thegovernment, since2014,
issmply not observingeven
theratifiedconventions. The
veryfirstconventionenjoins
the government to limit
working hours per day to
eight, but thegovernment at
theCentreaswell asitsstate
governmentsareincreasing
itto 12 hoursat the behest
of foreign multinationals.
Convention 144requiresthe
government to convenetri-
partite meeting
(Govt-Employer-Worker)
at least once ayear. This
government has not
convened such ameeting
since2015, inspiteof severa
reminders. All Labour
Codes have been passed
without such consultation.
WhiletheILO ismoving
towards ensuring
Occupational Health and
Safety for the workers
(unanimousConvention189,
adopted in International
Labour Conference,inJune,
2023), thisgovernment has
stopped eveninspectionsof
establishments. Thestruggle
for Old Pension Scheme
(OPS) and against National
Pension Scheme (NPS,
brought by the previous
NDA government from
1999 to 2004) by
government employees—
both Central and state —
hasassumed annation-wide
proportion, withsomeof the
states restoring the OPS,
whiletheCentretriestofind
escape route promising
“Pension Committees” to
lookintoit.

Government’s
Policies
Privatisationiscentral to

the policies of this
government. When sal e of
cashcowslikeBPCL, CEL,
AirIndia, PawanHans, etc,
was not picking up at the
pace they wanted, the
government cameup with
National Monetisation
Pipeline (NMP) project,
handingover variouspublic
sector assets, built with
people’s money, to big
corporatesto make money
without any investments!
Everythingisupforgrabs—
airports, highways, ports,
railway tracks, stations
Education is being
privatised.

PSU banks are being
merged and being prepared
for privatisation. LIC,GIC
are targeted for
privatisation. Even 41
Ordnance Factories,
producing defence
equipment, have been
turned into seven
corporations, prior totheir
privatisation, apatently anti-
national move, affecting
80,000 workers. The
governmentiseyeinghuge
tractsof land with defence,
railways and so on.
Pompousdisplay of G-20
presidentship, (whichIndia
got by rotation) asaworld
recognition of the prime
minister, issickeningtosay
theleast. Despiteopposition
fromCTUsandITUC, the
government went ahead to
nominateitsfavouredunion
to head Labour 20 India.

Whilethecorporatetaxes
arebeingreduced, common
people are being saddled
withhigher GST burdenand
higher user chargesof d most
alpublicutility services. The
stategovernmentsruled by
partiesother thanthat at the
Centre, arebeing starved of
their shareof funds, leading
to non-payment of
MNREGSwages, scheme
workers’ dues. etc. Wilful
bank defaulters and
fraudstersarebeinginvited
for* negotiated settlements”
whileinsuringonly Rs51akhs

of thedepositors. Rs14.56
lakh crorehavebeenwritten
off by thePSU banksduring
last nine years but this
governmentisnot ready to
write off the debts of
peasants or to provide
C2+50% M SPratesof their
agricultural produce.
National debt hasclimbed
toRs153lakhcrores.

The Results

As aresult of these
policies, mass-poverty has
aggravated to amenacing
extent, contractingdemand,
continuously slowingdown
of thenational economy, de-
industrialisation and
destruction of thecountry’s
industrial base, destruction
of MSMEs, loss of self-
reliance, increasing burdens
on the overwhelming
majority of our people. There
Isphenomenal increase of
wealth andincomesof the
big corporate class and
Impoverishment of themass
of thetoiling people: Top 10
per cent and top one per
centinlndiahold 72 per cent
and40.5 per cent of thetotal
national incomerespectively
whiletheshareof bottom 50
per cent hasgonedownto
merethree per cent. India
isfallinginall indiceslike
hunger, poverty, childcare,
women saf ety, freedom of
expression, humanrights,
etc.

Weareworriedthat our
childrenarenot gettingjobs.
Evengovernment vacancies
arenot filled up, whichis
withintheir ambit. Many
PSUs are being closed or
soldto privateparties, who
immediately start “down-
sizing”, throwing several
thousand workers out of
employment. Thecontract
workershavebecomemajor
victims of job-loss and
retrenchment. Thehealth
sector contract workers
employed in government
hospitalsfor fighting Covid

On Page6 ...
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CTUs, SKM Declare: Let Us March on ...
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arenow beingthrown out of
theirjobsevenafter promise
of permanency. After
Covid, when jobs are
desperately neededto bring
lifeback ontrack, factories
arebeing allowedto close
downevenillegdly, resulting
in large scale
unemployment. Under the
pretext of Covid, railway
concessions to senior
citizens,women, differently-
abled persons, sports
personswerewithdrawn.
Therural economy, based
on the farming activity,
animal husbandry, etc, are
big contributors to the
sustenanceof vast majority
of our rural population, is
beingsystematically crushed
through priceinstability and
uncertainty of sales.
Theinformality in the
|abour market of thecountry
isincreasing. Workers,
predominantly women, take
to self-employment and
home-based tradesto make
two ends meet. Women
comprise 33 per cent of the
agriculturelabour forceand
48 per cent of the self-
employedfarmersinindia.
Therearenolaws/ policies
forfacilitating, protectingand
regulating self-employed
workersandtheirtrades. The
condition of the migrant
workers is deteriorating.
Thereisno portablesocial
security for themdespitebig
clamsof digitalization. The
construction workers
cannot avail of the social
security despite huge cess
collected in BOCW. To
make social security more
effective, off-lineregistration
andrenewal of construction
workersshouldbeallowed
and ESI C should be made
applicabletothemfromcess
amount. Even those
registered under E-
SHRAM portal are not
providedany socia security.
All thesesectionsrightfully
deservebasicsocial security
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schemeslikehedthcare, life
anddisability insurance, old
agebenefit, maternity, child
care and educational
benefits. The state
governments should be
tasked with trade specific
schemes to improve the
trades and skill of the
workers. Thiswill ensure
formalization of informal
trades.

Federal
Structure and
Rule of Law in
Danger

The actions of the
government attheCentreare
against thefederal structure
of our nation: Governors,
appointed by the Centre,
openly act asagentsof the
Centre, makingitdifficultfor
the elected state
governmentsto function,
many elected state
governmentsareoverturned
to install their own party
governments, GST funds
collected at theCentreare
not shared with the state
governments, prompting
themtogotothe Supreme
Courttoclaimtheir rightful
dues. Theparty rulingatthe

Centre, isusingitsbrute
majority to overturn
Supreme Court Orders
(Caseof National Capital
Service Matter),
reconstituting the three-
member committee that
decidesthe Chief Election
Commissioner andtheother
Election Commissionersby
replacing the Chief Justice
of Indiaby aminister of the
ruling party andtheprime
minister andtheleader of the
Opposition being theother
two. Replacing IPC, CrPC
andEvidenceAct, ostensibly
todoaway withBritishera
laws, isinfacttomakethem
even more stringent and
increasingthejurisdictionof
BSFinborder areasfrom5
kmto50km. Thelistislong.

Divisive
Communal
Policies

But thereissomething
even moreominoustaking
place: thisgovernment and
other stategovernmentsled
by thisparty rulinginthe
Centre, inorder tosustain
their regime of loot and
plunder, have been
overactive to cultivate
poisonous communal-
divisivepolarisationinthe
society and divide the
workers, farmers and the
peopleingeneral todivert
their attention from their
burningissuesand weaken
united strugglesto benefit
thecorporates. Thisisbeing
carried out withtheactive
support of the corporate
owned mainstream media
and social media troll
armies.

The continuing ethnic
clashinManipurleadingto
huge loss of lives and
atrocitiesonwomen, recent
communal clashes in
Haryana(Nuh) and similar
provocationsinother parts
of thecountry aswell areall
engineered by the same
divisive-polarisation
oriented policy regime.
Continuingatrocitiesonthe
most downtrodden sections
of the society (incident of
urinatingonantribal person
inMPandtwodalitboysin
UP) and atrocities on
internationally acclaimed
women wrestlers, who
raised their voice against
their tormentor, the then
President of Wrestling
Federation of India, the
prematurereleaseof Bilkis
Bano’srapistslast year are
also brutal expressions of
samedivisivemachinations
on the society being
engineered by theruling-
clique. And all those are
aimed at tearing out and
disruptingcommon peoples
united struggle against
exploitation. What is

shockingisthat the Prime
Minister keepsmumonall
theseincidentsthat shock the
collectiveconscienceof the
Nation.

Writers, intellectuals,
journalists, social activists
and members of the
opposition are being
targeted onflimsy grounds
only for criticising this
government withthehel p of
government agenciessuch
asthe ED, CBI, NIA and
through misuseof nefarious
laws such as UAPA and
Sedition Act, etc. Thisis
aimed to create an
atmosphere of terror, to
silenceall oppositionand
dissent, and sabotage
democratic processes.

The entire system of
governancethat promotes
and sustains the loot and
plunder of thepeopleaswell
as the national economy
standsexposed.

Determined
United Struggle
Can Stand UP To
This Ruling
Clique

Thestruggleof Samyukta
KisanMorchahasnopardld
intheworld. Thegovernment
had to takeback their farm
laws. Through our united
struggles, theprivatisation
processinsevera PSUslike
BPCL, CEL, some steel
plants, etc, could bestalled,
though only for the time
being. Saving Vizag Steel
Plant from privatisationhas
becomepeople’sstruggle.
Theunited struggleof the
electricity employees in
Maharashtra, UP,
Puducherry, J&K,
Chandigarh and Haryana
forced thegovernmentsto
retreat. Through their
militant united struggles, the
schemeworkersinvarious
statesachieved many of their
demandsincludingincrease
intheir remuneration. We

must noteherethat all theso-
calledreformsinelectricity
sector being pushedthrough
desperately by the
government are aimed at
ending thevery concept of
crosssubsidy androleof the
Stateinelectricity sector to
establish aregimeof cost-
reflectivetariff regimewhich
will spell doom in
agriculture, MSMEs and
make electricity
unaffordableby massof the
common people.

What we are
required to do

The national economy
shouldbeprotectedfromthe
maliceof thesystemiccrisis
of theneoliberal policiesby
putting moremoney inthe
handsof thecommon people
who create our national
weal thand keepthenational
economy running, by
increasing the statutory
minimum wages and
expandinganduniversalising
social security measures
withgovernmentfundingand
other such measures, such
as subsidy to farmers
includingagricultura inputs,
the state-owned mandies,
appropriate M SP, etc, are
themeasuresnecessary to
addressthedistressamong
thefarmingcommunity. This
can bedoneby increasing
taxes on corporates, rich
andthesuper rich, restoring
wealth tax, and succession
tax. EventheNobe laureates
areadvisingthis.

What isrequired isto
maketheworkers, farmers
andthe peopleawarethat
their real enemy, the cause
for their miseriesand the
miseriesof thenation, isthe
anti-national destructive
policy regimebeingoperated
by thecorporate-communal
nexusinthegovernanceat
theCentre. They cannot be
expected to change their
pro-corporatepolicies. They
have to be ousted from
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BJP-RSS Destroying Universities,
Civil Society

Educational Institutions
particularly Universtieshave
beenturnedintokillingfields
for the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) and
Rashtriyaswayam Sevak
Sangh(RSS).Almostall the
Institutionsareinfiltrated
withfascist RSSelementsto
leadtheinstitutions. Atthis
low level of stooping
politically, could it be
possiblefor self-reliance
wheneffectively destroyed
and reduced an RSS
shakas?Arecentinstanceis
the Ashoka University to
reveal the truth, which
reflectstheascendancy of
a fascistic state. The
transition from school to
college or university isa
critical phaseinthelifeof
students, many of whom—
likethefirst-year JU student
— comefromsmall towns
and rural areas. Their
excitement at entering the
portalsof institutionsthat
promisesocial mobilityis
often tempered by
nervousnessinanunfamiliar
milieu. It’s up to the
universitiestomakesurethat
this experience is not
overwheming. Butthey have
not alwaysbeenuptothis
task.

Already agood deal of
thedamageit hascausedto
thelndiansociety, polity and
economy will no doubt be
reversed. But there are at
|east two areaswheresuch
reversal will bedifficult: one
is the architectural
vandalismit hasperpetrated.
Thisvandalism beganwith
thedestruction of theBabri
Masjid, which, quiteapart
from stoking communal
animosity, wasaninstance
of barbarism: nocivilisedand
sensitive group would
wantonly destroy a 400-
year-oldstructure.

Theother areawherethe
damageinflicted by theBJP
government has been
massiveandwhosereversal
will be as difficult is the
destructionof universities;
anditisthiswhichconcerns
ushere.

A universityisnotjusta
set of buildings where
teaching takes place; any
coaching centre can have
these. A university, aboveal,
is a space which values
thought, and creating an
ethos where thought is
valued, takes time. Such
spaces are especially
difficulttocreateinaThird
World society, anditisto
India’s credit that it had
managedtocreateafew such
spaces. Fascistic outfits,
whicharethemsalvesdevoid
of any seriousthought, also
lack respect for serious
thought. Itislittlewonder
thenthat theBJPgovernment
ishell-bentonsystematically
destroying thefew spaces
that existinthecountry for
seriousthought. Itsassault
on universities will do
incal culabledamagetothe
country.

Thisassault, which had
begun with public
universities, has now
extended even to private
universities. Central
universities, such as the
University of Delhi which
arguably had among the
best undergraduateteaching
programmesintheworld, the
Jawaharl al Nehru
University, whichpioneered
anacademicdiscourseinthe
social sciencesinlndiathat
challengedthehegemony of
themetropolis, and Viswa
Bharati, whichwasinfused
with the vision of
Rabindranath Tagore, are
now reduced to mere
shadows of their former
selves.

By appointing as vice
chancellorspersonswhose
primary qualification is
loyalty to the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh or
RSS, by making sub-
standard appointmentsto
faculty positionsinthedesire
to“take-over” universities
by filling them with their
loyalists, by doingexactly the
samewithrespect tostudent
intake, by ensuringthat the
variousacademichbodiesare
filled with “yes-men” by
making out-of-turn
appointmentsasdeansand
chairpersons and giving
numerous extensions to
theminthesepositions, the

BJP establishment hasnot
only destroyedthevibrant
democratic ethos that
prevailed in these
universitiesearlier. Ithasnot
only letitsfavoured goons
terrorise opponents with
impunity, but hasinevitably
lowered the academic
standards in these once-
prestigious centres of
learning. Andtocapitall
theseuniversitiesareal so
being starved of funds.

Now itsreach haseven
extended to private
universities,whichhadcome
up during the decline of
public universities. What
Ashoka University has
reportedly done must be
quiteunparalleledanywhere.
A member of itseconomics
faculty had written an

academic paper suggesting
on the basis of a careful
analysisof datathat there
might have  been
manipulation of election
results in some
constituenciesinthe2019
Parliament el ection.

Universitiesareprecisely
theplaceswherepaperslike
thisgetwritten; but not only
didtheBJParmy of trolls
comedown likeatonne of
bricksonthefaculty member,
but the university quite
gratuitously put out a
statement dissociatingitself
fromthe paper.

Further, it turnsout that

Take it ! The New tailor—made

education sys'rem is rqur now !

theuniversity’sgoverning
body, whereitsdonorsare
represented, sat in
judgement over thispurely
academic paper and even
suggested some
modificationsin it. The
faculty member has
submittedhisresignation, and
hisdepartment hasobjected
totheuniversity’ sbehaviour
and threatened protest
actionif thefaculty member
isnot reinstated.

A bunchof businessmen,
whichiswhat thedonorsof
privateuniversitiestypicaly
tend to be, sitting in
judgement over anacademic
paper iscompletely unheard
of. Anditisnot asif the
authorities of Ashoka
University, and even the
donors themselves, are

STUDY &

STRUGGLE

unawareof it. Butthey chose
to intervene in academic
mattersbecauseof their fear
of thegovernment.

It is the Central
government’ shogtility toany
criticism, evenintheformof
an academic paper, thatis
beingrelayedthroughthe
governing body and the
university authorities, tothe
academicfaculty.

Itispatently obviousthat
nouniversity worthitsname
can function under these
conditions.Atthisrateif an
academic paper, for
Instance, arguesthat poverty
inlndia, instead of declining,
as claimed, has actually
increased duringacertain
period that overlapswith
BJPrule.

Research under these
conditions will become
synonymouswith simply
publicising the BJP
government’s hand-outs
aboutitsownachievements;
and since teaching in a
university is invariably
nourished by research, the
death of researchwill also
mean the atrophy of
teaching, andhencethedeath
of theuniversity.

The Narendra Modi
governmentisgiventoomuch
drum-beating about its
vision for India as
an atmanirbhar (self-
reliant) country; but no
country can beself-reliant
if itsuniversitieshavebeen
effectively destroyed.
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Balraj Sahni: People’s Artist

Balraj Sahni was an
outstanding Peopl€'sartist.
A leadingcommunist, hewas
thebuilder of IPTA,anda
closeassociateof ComPC
Joshi. Hewasalsoinfilms.

He was born in
Rawal pindi (present-day
Pakistan) onMay 1, 1913.
Hisfather LalaHarbansLal
Sahni was a devout Arya
Samgjist, whostartedhislife
asapoor man, whothrough
hard work and personal
integrity became a well-
establishedbusinessman, yet
they livedlikean ordinary
middleclassfamily.

Balraj wasfirst named
Yudhishthir but it was
changedto Balraj because
oneof hisfather’ sister could
not pronounce the name:
Yudhishtir with her always
became*Register’! So, he
became Balraj! Their
mother had acreativemind
even though not educated
formally. Laterinherlifeshe
begantolearn Urdu, from
Balraj, and al so Sanskrit!
Shehad noreservationfor
anything and had an open
mind about theworld and
about politics.

Theyounger brother of
Balraj was the famous
Bhisham Sahni. They spent
their childhood following
many tenetsand practicesof
Arya Samaj. They were
supposed to walk one
behindtheother,asRamand
L akshman, and not together!
Musicwasprohibited.

Both of them were sent
totheGurukul for traditional
education. Itwasrunby the
sanyasis, where sutras of
grammar and things like
‘laghu kaumudi’ etcwere
taught. But Balraj soon
displayedsignsof discomfort
anddissatisfaction,andone
day announced that hewas
quitting Gurukul andwould
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join regular school. His
father,whowassttingbehind
atypewriter, said OK. The
very next day, both the
brotherswereattendingthe
DAV School, withBalrgjin
ClassFour.

Balrg learnt Hindi and
Sanskrit, infact, hewasto
grow intoamulti-linguistin
future. Whilein school he
brought out handwrittenone-
sheet magazine Hagqikat,
whichwaswidely copiedand
circulated.

Theearly yearsof Balrg

werespentin Rawal pindi,
where he did his Matric,

songs of Punjab. He also
triedtobringout aliterary
magazine. Hemet Mahjoor,
thefamousKashmiri poet.
Yearslater hewasto make
afilmonthelifeof Mahjoor
with the assistance of
Kashmir stategovernment.

Marriage

Balraj got married in
1936to Damayanti, sister of
their collegeteacher’sfriend
Jaswant Rai. Both the
families had known each
other. Damyanti was
affectionately called
‘Dammo’ and was as
unconventional asBalra.

Santiniketan. At oneof the
book exhibitions, hegotto
know of ajourna ‘ Nai Tain’
from Sewagram, and they
both went Sewagram in
1939. Therethey stayedin
amudhut outsideGandhiji’s
Ashram, without el ectricity
andmodernamenities. They
gotanopportunity of severa
walksandinteractionswith
Gandhiji. Theplacewasa
whirlpool of all India
activities.

Lionel Feldon of BBC
had cometo Sewagramon
way to Britain. Heoffered
ajobtoBalraj inthelndian
sectionof theBBC, London,

Biographies of
Communist Leaders-93

Anil Rajimwale

stood secondinthedistrict,
getting ascholarship.

Balraj wrote a poem
whenBhagat Singhwassent
tothegallows.

For his graduation he
went to Lahore. Father
wanted him to study
commerce but Balraj
wanted to study English
literature. He joined the
Government Collegethere.
Hedid hisMasters’ degree
inEnglishliterature.

Balrg took partinliterary
activitiesand al so became
the secretary of the
University Students Union
inhisfinal year. Hewrote
extensively inthecollege
student magazine* Ravi’.

HereturnedfromLahore
in1934 and hel ped hisfather
inbusiness. Buthedidmore
‘extra-curricular’ activities
thanbusiness. For example,
hewentroundcollectingfolk

They would go out on
bicycles or in the open
wagonsof agoodstrain, etc!

Into a new

world

Suddenly both of them
decidedtoleaveRawal pindi
for Lahore despite stiff
resistancefromfather, but
mother was more
conciliatory: “Let theboy
go.” Balragj explained some
of the business mattersto
Bhisham and | eft the next
day, September 21, 1937,
for Lahorewith Damayanti.
They began publicationof a
weekly ‘Monday Morning’,
alongwithBPL Bedi, Freda
Bedi and Jag Pravesh
Chander, but it flopped.
Thenheturnedtoplay acting
andwriting.

Soon they left for
Calcutta, andamonthlater
got ajob asateacher under
Hazari Prasad Dwivedi in

whichhewasgoingtostart.
Gandhiji approved of it.
Soon after they came to
Rawal pindi to preparefor
England. Their little son
Parikshat wasthere.

In London

Hitler threatenedtobomb
Londonanytime. Infact, the
first bombsfell onthecity
the very day Balraj and
Damayanti arrived there.
Their family was dead
against their going. Balrgj
wanted to goandwork for
BBCnotsomuchforearning
astoget afeel of Europe.

Hismother sat by radio
to get news and hear his
voiceamidst bombing. From
that day ontill hislast day
inLondon, hismother sat by
theradiosettoget hisvoice,
though hewasscheduledto
speak only twice aweek.
They were shifted to
Coventry duetoWar. The
needleontheradio stood at

that oneplacethroughout his
entirestay inBritain.

DuringhisstintinBBChe
worked alongside George
Orwell.

Meeting
British

Communists

WhileinBritain Balraj
deeply studiedtheoriginal
worksof Marx and Lenin.
Bothheand Damayanti came
incontact withtheleaders
of CPGB. BenBradley used
to look after the Indian
comrades in Britain. He
wrote to PC Joshi that
Damayanti wasasound and
steady comrade while
Balraj was a vigorous
enthusiast. In fact,
Damayanti joinedtheparty
first,evenwithout Balragj’s
knowledge, asshethought
he was too bohemian!
Bradley asked her to bring
himinthenext meetingand
thus Balraj was also
enrolled.

Return to

India

Balraj and Damayanti
returnedto Rawalpindiin
1944. Balraj was now a
very different man, more
confident and clearer. He
began attending public
meetingsof variousparties.
Soon hereceived theoffer
of agood post fromAll India
Radio (AIR).

A chance of arrival of
ChetanAnand, hisoldfriend,
becameadecisiveturn,who
wanted to produce afilm
based on Gorky’s Lower
Depths. Balrg) immediately
left for Bombay with
Damayanti and their two
kids. Theylivedinthesame
house as Chetan, Dev
Anand, Goldy and others.

Balraj and Damayanti
withtheir credentialswent
tomeet PC Joshi throughhis
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and Leading Communist

secretary Parvati (Krishnan).
On being asked about how
wouldthey earn, Damayanti
repliedthat shehad already
joined Prithvi Theatres of
Prithvi Raj Kapoor. She
donated her first chequeto
the Communist Party.

Soon Balraj got into
contact with KA Abbas, a
giant of productions of
IPTA, such as Zubaida.
Balraj soon became a
whole-timeworker of the
IPTA. In Bombay alone,
therewere more than 300
performancesof ‘ManKaun
Hun’ (Whoaml?).invarious
localities. Oncewhen his
father cametopersuadehim
to leave, he was so
impressed by IPTA
programsthat hegaveupthe
ideaof contradictingBalrg).

In the meantime,
Damayanti died of wrong
medication of diarrheain
1946. Her performancein
Prithvi Raj Kapoor’s
‘Deewar’ wasamemorable
one.

He acted in ‘Dharti ke
Lal’,"Gudia etc.Hemarried
asecondtime, with Santosh,
hiscousin. With*HumLog’
and‘DoBighazZamin’, he
shot into fame. Do Bigha
Zamin got international
award at the CannesFilm
Festival. Hebecamevery
popularintheSoviet Union.

Work in
PHQ

PC Joshi invited himto
theRReportingsinthe PHQ
comrades’ meetings, which
were also sometimes
addressed by Dr Adhikari,
BTR,Ajoy Ghoshetc. From
the PHQ, Balraj used to
drivePCJonmotorcycleto
theGKU officefor meetings
etc.

Balrgj workedwithPrem
Dhawan,AnnaBhau, Amar
Sheikh and others to
preparestories, kitsetc, and
go about the city on his

motorcycle.

PCJ named Bhisham
Sahni’s daughter after
KalpanaJoshi, ‘Kalpana'.
Hewas' PCji’ totheirfamily.
Balraj described his
encounter with PCJ as
follows: “ Thewarmth and
friendliness(inthe PHQ-
AR)touchedone'sheart... It
wasinRg Bhavanthat | first
met PC Joshi, and before
long our acquaintance
blossomed into abeautiful
friendshipwhichhaslasted
tothisday.”

“l was taken by
surprise...| saw beforeme

a carelessly dressed
person...Surely, | said to
myself, thiscould not be PC
Joshi...Butwhenheputhis
handson my shoulder with
alovingglintinhiseyesand
aradiantsmileonhislips, my
doubtsweredispelled.”

“Dharti ke
Lal”

Thisfilm, producedin
1946, wasamajor milestone
inthecultural movement,
produced by IPTA and
writtenand directed by KA
Abbas. Its cast included
Shombhu Mitra, Tripti
Bhaduri, Damayanti Sahni,
Balrg) Sahni,Anwar Mirza,
Hamid Butt and Zohra
Sehgal . Ravi Shankar was
themusic composer. IPTA
got license in difficult
conditions. Itwasbased on
the Great Bengal Famine,

shotin Shree Sound Studios.
The two-rook flat of KA
Abbas became
overcrowded with the
participants.

Communist Party, trade
unionsand othersmobilized
largenumber of peoplefrom
thecity andthevillagesfor
thescenesof famineetc. The
IPTA team also went to
villagestowork.

Thefilmwasanexample
of how theCommunist Party
could use the medium of
cinema to raise mass
CONSCi OUSNESS.

For one of his films,
“Hulchul’, Barg actualy got
himself arrested and
remainedinjail. Heusedto
be let out in the day for
shootingandreturnedtothe
jalintheevening. Thefilm
had ajailor’srole. InDharti
keL al, heactually practiced
pullingrickshaw for several
days.

In the film *Hagikat’,
Balraj played such an
effective role as ‘Major
Ranjeet Singh’, that hewas
long remembered for it.
Years later, he was
remembered by an army
jawan Om Prakash who
camesittinginawhesl-chair
tomeet his* Mg or Ranjeet
Singh’,andwhohad seenthe
film several times. Hehad
lost hislegs in the war
against the Chinese

aggressionin 1962.

BTR period

By theend of December
1947, PCJlost themajority
intheCCandwasremoved
inthesecond party congress
heldin 1948, replaced by
BTR asgeneral secretary.
Already in 1947, signs of
thingsto comewereto be
seen. |PTA and cultural
programswere being seen
as wastage of time and
money. | PTA groupsbegan
to be disbanded.
Sectarianismistheenemy of
culture.

Balraj and Damayanti
were strong Joshiites but
followed party discipline.
IPTA started to flounder
following installation of
‘BTRIine’. KA Abbasl|eft
the party, as also several
others. Culture was now
considered asabourgeois
tendency! Balrg) wroteand
staged ‘ Jadoo ki Kursi’ to
lampoon Nehru, which he
regretted later on, and burnt
themanuscript.

Hewasarrested and put
injail for 6 months. After
release, his friends and
acquaintances began to
avoidhim; many party people
did not help. Policethreat
wasalwaysthere. Hewas
not allowedto completehis
assignments. He left the
party but remained withit.
He continued to work on

mass fronts and in party
activities. He became
genera secretary of Bombay
IPTA.

As AIYF
president

The foundation
conferenceof All IndiaYouth
Federation washeldfrom
April 28toMay 3,1959in
Delhi. Balrg Sahni graced
theoccas onby hispresence,
and was elected its first
President. PK Vasudevan
Nair was elected the
working president and Dr
Sarada Mitrathe general
secretary.

Later Balraj joinedthe
Congressafter asplitinit.
But hewasnot comfortable
there.

JNU

Convocation

JINU decidedtoinvitehim
todeliveritsConvocation
addressinNovember 1972.
SFI studentsaffiliatedwith
CPM opposed on the
groundsthat a‘film star’
could not address a
Convocation! But the
administrationwent ahead
and PC Joshi told Balragj not
tobebothered. Therewas
tensionashewasledtothe
rostrum. But hewasgiven
standing ovation and non-
stop cheering at theend of
hisaddress.

Hewasvery disturbed
dueto several reasons, the
death of his daughter
Shabnambeingone. Hewas
worried about the state of
cultural and other
movements. He used to
discusstheseproblemswith
PC Joshi.

Hewasawarded Padma
Shriin1969. Healsogotthe
Soviet Land Award.

Balraj Sahni passed
away onApril 13,1973.
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CTUs, SKM Declare: Let Us March on ...

FromPage6...

power. Our joint and
coordinated strugglesareto
be developed at such a
height that no government
either at the Centreor states
daretoimposeanti-worker
and anti-farmerspolicies.
Workingclassandfarmers

movement is destined to
dischargethistask dongwith
thepeopleat large, leading
fromthefront.

It is astupendous task
whichwill requireeachand
every one of usto work
tirelessly to turn our
common experienceintoa
messageto commonmasses
toturnthetideagainst those
in power who are pushing
thenationanditspeopleinto
unprecedented crisesand
destruction.

Keepinginview our past
experiences of joint and
coordinated struggles, of the
platform of CTUs/
Federations/ Associations
on the one hand and the
united movement of
SamyuktaKisanMorchaon
the other, as well as our
experience of supporting
each other in the various
programmesinthepast, this
Joint Conventionof Workers
and Farmers calls upon
toiling peopleof our country
totakejointand coordinated
strugglestoahigher level.
We have to heighten our
combat against the
destructivepoliciesof this

government, both at the
sectoral and national levels.
Theentireyear of 2023 has
to beayear of campaigns
and combative agitations
|eading to higher formsof
struggleatall levels.

Wecommit ourselvesto
workjointly onthefollowing
Charter of Demands:

[ | Control pricerise,
removeGST ontheessentia
itemslikefood, medicines,
agro-inputsand machinery,
reducesubstantially central
exciseduty on petroleum
productsand cooking gas.

[ | Railway
concessions to senior
citizens,women, differently-
abled persons, sports
persons, withdrawn under
the pretext of Covid be
restored.

[ | Guarantee Food
Security and Universalize
PublicDistribution System.

[ | GuaranteeRightto
Free Education, Right to
Hedlth, Water and Sanitation
for All. Scrap New
Education Policy, 2020.

[ | Ensurehousingfor
al.

[ | Stringent
implementationof theForest
Rights Act (FRA);
withdraw theamendments
to Forest (Conservation)
Act, 2023 andBio-diversity
ActandRulesthat allowthe
Uniongovernmenttopermit
clearanceof aforestwithout
eveninformingtheresidents.

EnsurelandtotheTiller.

[ | National Minimum
Wage of Rs 26,000 per
month.

B ConvenelndianLabour
Conferenceregularly.

B Stop privatization of
Public Sector Enterprises,
government departments
and scrap National
Monetization Pipeline
(NMP).Amendexistinglaw
onmining of mineralsand
metal s and ensure 50 per
cent share of profit from
minesincluding coal mines
for upliftment of local
communities, especially
adivasisandfarmers.

[ | Withdraw  the
Electricity (Amendment) Bill,
2022. No pre-paid smart
meters.

B Righttowork bemade
fundamentd . Fill sanctioned
posts and generate
employment for the
unemployed. Expand and
implementM GNREGS(200
days per year and Rs 600
per day wage). Enact Urban
Employment GuaranteeAct.

[ | Increasesubsidy to
farmersonseed, fertilizers
and electricity, legally
guarantee MSP at therate
of C-2+50% for farmers’
produce and guarantee
procurement. Prevent
Farmers’ suicides at all
costs.

B Withdraw the pro-

corporate PM Fasal Bima
Yojana and establish a
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comprehensive Public
Sector Crop Insurance
Scheme for all crops, to
compensate farmers for
losses due to climatic
change, drought, flood, crop
related diseases, etc.

[ | * Declare
Comprehensive Loan
Waiver Schemetofreed | the
farm householdsfromthe
trap of indebtedness.

[ | e Implement written
assurances given by the
Uniongovernment, basedon
which the historic Kisan
Struggle was suspended:
Memorial at SinghuBorder
for all themartyredfarmers,
pay compensation and
rehabilitatetheir families,
withdraw all pending cases,
prosecuteAjay MishraTeni,
theUnionMoSfor Home.

[ | Withdraw four
labour codes, Fixed Term
Employment and ensure
equality and saf ety at work.
Stopcasualizationof labour.
All categoriesof unorganized
workers, such as home-
based workers, hawkers,
rag pickers, domestic
workers, construction
workers, migrant workers,
schemeworkers, agriculturd
workers, workersin shop/
establishments,

[ | loading/ unloading
workers, gigworkers, salt-
pan workers, beedi
workers, toddy-tappers,
rikshaw-pullers, auto/
rikshaw/ Taxi drivers,
expatriateworkers, fishing
community, etc, be
registered and given
portability incomprehensive
social security, including
pension.

[ | GiveESI coverage
to construction workers,
withcontributionsfromthe
Welfare Fund, also give
coverageof healthschemes,
maternity benefits, lifeand
disability insurancetoall
workers registered on E-
Shram Portal.

[ Ratify ILO
Conventionson Domestic
Workersand Home-based

Workers and make
appropriate laws. Make
comprehensivepolicy on
migrantworkers, strengthen
existing Inter-stateMigrant
Workmen (Regulation of
Employment) Act, 1979
providing portability of their
social security cover.

[ | Scrap NPS, restore
OPS and provide social
security toall.

[ ] Tax thesuper rich;
enhancecorporatetax; re-
introduce wealth tax and
successiontax.

B  Stop attack on core
valuesof theConstitution—
freedom of expression, right
to dissent, freedom of
religion, diversecultures,
languages, equality before
law andfederal structureof
thecountry, etc.

Nationwide Call
of Action

Apartfromworkingfor
the above demands, we
resolveto appeal toall the
workersandfarmersacross
thecountry tocomeforward
and participate in the

following joint and
coordinated actionsinthe
comingdays:

B  Observe October 3,
2023 (Lakhimpur Kheri
massacreof farmersin2021)
asBlack Day, demanding
dismissal and prosecution of
thealleged conspirator, the
minister of statefor home
affairsAjay MishraTeni.
(Theformof actionwill be
declared later.)

B OrganiseDay andNight
M ahapadav Struggleinfront
of the Raj Bhawansinthe
statecapitalsof all thestates
andUTs,from November 26
to 28, 2023 (November
2020 wastheday of theAll
India General Strike by
workersandthefirst day of
the historic March to
Parliament by farmers.)

[ | December 2023-
January 2024: Determined
and massiveunited protest
actionsacrossthecountry.
(Theformof actionswill be
declared|ater).
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Federalism under Attack from Govt CPI
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Communlst Party of Indla natlonal counC|I secretary Dr K Narayana addresmg the publlc meetlng

Thepracticeof havinga
BJP government at the
Center and state both,
aimed at dismantling the
federal system that the
Constitution stands for,
through unilateral
government decisions, has
already proved to be a
failure. ThoughtheBJPisin
power at the Centreandin
Manipur state, it could not
control theriots. In his
addresstoapublic meeting,
Dr K Narayana,
Communist Party of India
national council secretary,
said at Venkateshwara
VignanaMandirinGunturon
August 27, 2023.

Warm welcome was
giventoPracharaJathawith
theslogan’ Protect thestate,
Defend the nation’ inthe
outskirts of Guntur city.
JangalaAjoy Kumar, Guntur
party district secretary
presided over the public
meeting.

Dr K Narayanafurther
stated in his address that
duringManipur riots, when
NarendraM odi waskeeping
quiet, Amit Shah’ sspeeches
addedfuel tothefire. Inthe
riots, apartfromkillingand
torturing, twowomenwere
paraded without clothes
along with a mob, gang
raped, and killed in the
presence of police. These
ghastly incidentsexposedthe
StuationinManipur, hesaid.
Dr Narayanareveal edthat
the government has been
tryingto createasituation
whenitwouldbeeasier to
hand over mineral wealth of
the state to corporate
friends. Thechief minister of

thestatehimsalfispromoting
the production of narcotic
drugsinthestate. Certain
|leadersand partieshavethe
cover of BJPinordertosave
their seats and assets.
NarendraModi, Y SJagan
MohanReddy andKCRare
enemiesof thepeople. They
should bedethroned from
the seats of power at the
Centreandin Telugu states,
said Dr Narayana.

Andhra Pradesh state
council secretary of CPI K
Ramakrishnaaddressingthe
public meeting stated that
state chief Minister
Jaganmohan Reddy hasset
aside development of the
stateand proceedingwithhis
ownagenda. Hecannot go
toofficewithout security of
atleast 1,000 policeforce.
Thoughfarmersareagitating
forthelast 1,349 daysfor
Amaravati,thechief minister
is not responding at all.
Thoughthehigh court has
givenverdictinfavour of
Amaravati,thechief minister
isrigidly againstAmaravati.
He has not developed the
state. Many industriesare
goingout of thestate. There
isnocreationof employment
potentialities. Irrigation
projects are not being
completed. Farmers’
community iskeentoleave
agricultureand opt for some
other meansof livelihood.

K Ramakrishnapointed
out that in IT exports the
share of the stateis mere
0.14 per cent. Jagan Mohan
Reddy isafraid of Narendra
Modi and Amit Shah. He
could not achieve special
statusfor thestate, not could

Ram Narsimha Rao

meet bifurcation promises,
steel plant for Kadapaand
fundsfor Polavaramproject.
State debt has reached to
ninelakh croresrupees. If
people of AndhraPradesh
giveagain power to Jagan
Moham Reddy, thestatewill
have adisaster. Narendra
M odi is utilising
Chandrayaan also for his
communal propaganda. He
has given name of Shiv
Shakti to the place where
Chandrayaan haslanded.

MuppallaNageshwera
Rao, party state assistant
secretary whileaddressing
stated that the present
governmentisdismantling

theconstitutional bodiesand
thevery Congtitutionwritten
by Dr B R Ambedkar. He
wanted the  state
government to sanction a
pension of Rs7,000tothe
disabled, Rs6,000toothers
andmedical insurancetoold
agepeople.

Party state secretariat
member G Eashwaraiah
whileaddressing stated that
Jagan Mohan Reddy had
promisedto give Rgjanna
Rajyam but he miserably
failed. Whatever the chief
minister says, itisbecoming
law inAndhraPradesh. He
isimposingtax burdenon
commonmen.

Jayalaxmi, state
president of NFIW, in her
address urged that

Manuwaadis must be
chased away in the
forthcoming elections.

Donepudi Shankar, state
executivemember of CPI,
Siva Reddy state general
secretary of AISF,
Penchalaiah, state general
secretary of IPTA, Ghani,
national secretary of IPTA,
Velugu Radha
Krishnamurthy, state

honourary president of
AITUC, N Lenin Babu,
state general secretary of
AlY F, Johnson Babu, state
leader of AISF also were
present.

Ravula Anjibabu, city
CPI leader welcomed the
guestswhileK otaMalyadri
party, city secretary,
proposed thevoteof thanks.

Communist Party of
India national council
secretary Binoy Viswam
MP has written the
followingletter onAugust
26, 2023 to Dr Najma
Akhtar, Vice-Chancellor of
JamiaMillialdamiainNew
Dehi:

Certain concerned
students and teachers
informed methat astudent
of JamiaMillialslamiain
New Delhi wasattacked by
miscreants in the JM|
campuson the evening of
August 11, 2023. The
victimof thisattack isAdil
Salah, athirdyear student
of Bachelor of Architecture
inJMI, aresident of Kochi
inKerala. Theaggressors
beat upthestudent andlater
threatened him with
consequences. Thestudent

JMI Should Ensure Safety of Students: CPI MP

received several threatening
callslater and hewastold
toleavethecampus.

Theaggressorsalsotold
himthat they will compel him
to go back to hishomein
Kerala. Thischainof events
indicates towards the
unfortunate incident of
raggingandharassmentinthe
esteemed campus of JMI.

Raggingand harassment
arescourgesfor educationa
campuses. Suchincidents
areextremely detrimental for
theeducational and mental
wellbeing of students. | was
informed that when the
aggrieved student reached
theauthorities, hewasnot
givenaproper hearingwhich
further emboldened the
aggressors. No FIR of the
incident hasbeenregistered
asyet. Raggingandtargeting

of studentsonthebasisof
their ethnicity or language
affects the overall
atmosphere of any
university. Suchincidents
actasadeterrentfor al the
students who aspire to
attaineducationinpremier
institutes. Inability to
resolvetheseissuesat the
earliest takesatoll onthe
entire educational
ecosystemof theuniversity.

Inthelight of theabove,
as a citizen concerned
about healthy environment
inuniversity campuses, |
urgeyoutoinquireintothe
incidentand dojusticewith
thesituation. Theaggrieved
students are being
threatened consistently. |
hope necessary stepswill
be taken to ensure their
safety.
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Acute Joblessness Creates Erosion in Economy

On the three pronged
strategy of NarendraM odi
government, that are
Nationalism, Hindutvaand
Wefaremeasures, especidly
fortheOBC's,ithasbecome
imperativetohighlightthe
colossal failureindealing
withthepriceriseand acute
joblessness. Thisisthearea
whichisthecommontalking
point of most of the
electoratebelongingtothe
lower middleclassandthe
poor.

Let ustakeuptheissue
of inflationand pricerise
first. Thecommon peopleof
the country havebeenthe
worst sufferersof therisein
prices in essential
commoditiesinthelastfour
yearssince2019L ok Sabha
polls. The headline
consumer priceindex has

jumpedto 7.4 percentinduly
thisyear asagainst4 per cent
inJunethisyear. For the
poorer sections of the
people including both
unorganized workersand
lowly paid staff, this
inflationary pressuresareat
itspeak at atimewhen new
jobsarenot being generated
and the real wages have
comedown.

Inarecent study, it has
comeout that thereal wages
of the male agricultural
workers, non- agricultural
labourersand construction
workersgrew at | essthan
oneper cent between 2014-
15 and 2021-22 the first
eight years of Narendra
Modi’srule. Thedecline
accentuated in 2022-23
whenthegrowthrateof real
wagesforthefirstgroupwas

Nitya Chakraborty

just 0.2 per cent and the
other two sectorsrecorded
a decline. So the Indian
economy iswitnessing a
scenariowhereby thereal
income is declining and
household expenditureis
rising. Theessential food
itemspriceshavegonesky
high.

The dichotomy of the
present functioning of the
economy under BJPruleis
that the corporatesprofits
havegoneup substantially
eveninthepandemicyears
andtheupper classandthe
highmiddleclasssegments
have continuedto prosper.
Thebrunt of theeconomic
crisisisbeingborneby the
underprivileged sectionsof

CPI Leaders Mee

FromPagel...
ensured to the people in
relief campsand outside.
Special needs of women,
childrenandelderly should
be prioritized. Special
arrangements should be
made for patients of
diseaseslike hemophilia,
cancer, kidney ailments,
diabetes, hypertension, etc.

B Manipur
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government has clamped
down heavily onactivists,
journalists, intellectualsand
otherswhowerecritical of
thehandling of thesituation
by the N Biren Singh
administration. All such
FIRs, including the FIR
against NFIW activistswho
went to Manipur on afact-
finding mission, should be
immediately withdrawn.
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TheCPI expectsthat you
will takeasympatheticview
of the situation and your
governmentwill act swiftly
to ensure peace, harmony
andtranquility inthestateof

Manipur.

People of Manipur are
victimsof divisionsinthe
society, apolitical initiative
anddialoguewill givethem
theconfidenceandtrustthey
needfor rebuildingthestate.

thepopulationonly. Inthe
last nineyears, theinequality
between therich and the
poor has widened
exponentially. Nowfocusing
ontheemployment sector,
whatisthered scenario?The
latest CM I E report saysthat
the unemployment level
stood at .8.16 percent in
June2023 quarter and the
biggest challengeisnowto
providejobstotheeducated
youth. For graduates and
higher, thecrissismoreacute
compared to the lowly
educated youth. Prime
minister Narendra M odi
talked of generating two
crorejobsin the country
every year inhiselection
pledge in 2014. Now he
doesnot mentionthatinhis
campaign addresses, heis
now creatingahypeoverthe
government organized
Rozgar Melas where the
employment | ettersaregiven
tofewthousandsandthatis
beingpublicizedby thenews
mediaandtheTV channels.
The BJP government is
deliberately hiding the
disastrous effects of its
jobless growth policy
framework inthelast nine
years.

Despitedl tal claims, the
NarendraM odi government
hasdonepreciouslittlefor
M SMEs, the backbone of
thelndiangrowthstory and
thedominant employment
provider. Even beforethe
pandemicyears, therewas
slowdown and thissector
wasadversely affected. The
bailout schemes
implemented after 2020did
littleto help 80 percent of
theMSMES.

Itisestimatedthat there
are633.91akhnMSMEsin
the country andthemicro
sector aloneincludes630.5

lakhunits. Asof August 2this
year theM SM Esemployed
12.36 crorepersons. This
sector can act asthereal
engineof growth provided
proper programmes are
adopted. And thisisthe
sector which can play a
pioneeringroleingenerating
lakhsof jobsand helpingthe
countryinreducingtheextent
of the unemployment
problem.

Compared to the
organized sector of
industries, thepotentid of the
employment generationin
the M SME sector can be
appreciated. Thelast sixth
economiccensusmentioned
of theemployment of 3.14
crorepersonsinkey nine
industrieswhichaccountfor
85 per cent of the total
employmentinorganized
industries. Thereisnotmuch
possibility of growthinjobs
inthisarea, sinceboththe
privatesector andthepublic
sector companiesaregoing
for hightech upgradation
|eading to displacement of
workers. Further Artificial
Intelligence will be
increasingly ussdminimizing
thepossibility of morehuman
recruitment.

Accordingtothelatest
estimates, whenIndia sGDP
approaches US dollar 5
trillionby 2028, theshareof
theM SMEsmay touchUS
dollar onetrillion.

In the present third
decade of thetwenty first
century, Indiansarehighly
aspirational. The Indian
youth from the hills of
Arunacha andNagalandto
Jammu and Kashmir are
changing intheir mental
makeup. Understandingthis
changing Indian youth
requiresmodernmind.
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Peace Loving Countries Must Challenge
US Strong-arm Tactics

Thecurrentwar conflict
betweenUkraineandRussia
has been provoked and
initiated by the West
comprising the NATO
countries. Thoughthewar
between thetwo countries
was not expected by the
people of both countries.
TheUSwantstheUkraine
and Russiawar to continue,
but the pressuresarebeing
put from unexpected
quarters to the end the
Ukrainewar.

Corporatemediastarted
giving spaceinthecolumns
calingfor peace, diplomacy,
negotiations and
cooperationamong nations.
Initially thecorporatemedia
hasrarely all ocated space
for negotiationtal ksbetween
both thewaring countries.
Inthebeginning promoted
the administration and
Congress'swarsrealisefar
more columns expecting
moreprofitsfromthewar.
Both print media and
electronic corporatemedia
throughout theworld have
been cheering the US
invasions of Vietnam,
Afghanistan, Irag, Libyaand
SO many more.

The New York Times
carriedoutan investigative’
report that targeted Code
Pink and other organisations
because they oppose war
with China, arguinginstead
for cooperation and peace.
Itsarticleinsinuated that
peace is not something
progressiveanddemocratic-
minded peopleinthe US
wouldseek ontheir own, and
that such challengestoUS
foreign policy must
necessarily be receiving
directionand fundingfrom
the Communist Party of
China. Therulingregimein
US is pursuing both war
profitsand constraintson
theirinternational business
competitors, label s
promoting peacewith China
or Russiaor Russiaasun-

American. What wehaveto
learn from is that peace
initiativesarethework of
foreign subversion. The
underlining corollary is
however that endlesswasis
basicto USforeign policy.

TheUSgoal istoprolong
thewarinUkrainetill Russia
isdefeated and destroyed as
amajor power, eventhough

an overwhelming
conventional victory by
either couldreadily unleash
thenuclear arsenalsheld by
Russiaand NATOinfiery
end to 10,000 years of
civilisation. If anyonecall for
aceasefireintheUkraineand
insisting on a negotiated
settlement risks being a
meretool of Putin.

A letter signed by 30
members of the
Congressional Progressive
Caucuswasbrought before
mid-termel ections, that was
endorsedby Biden'smilitary
andeconomicundergirding
of theKiev government, but
consideredthegravedanger
that escalatingthewar would
lead toanuclear exchange.
IturgedtheUSpresidentto
enditusingdiplomacy. But
|atter abipartisan storm of
pushback forced its
retraction.

There are cracks and
differences in US
imperialism’sideol ogical
armour, which is evident

from the write-upsin the
capitalist media which
challenge the pro-war
narrative. TheNY T carried
astory entitled, “TheUS
should aforcefor peacein
theworld.” Itwasironically
writtenby retiredUSmilitary
brass and diplomats,

deploringevery aspect of the
war inUKraine, stating that

|

theimmediatecauseisthe

Russian invasion
contradicting theideathat
the invasion was
unprovoked, providing
evidencetothecontrary.

Theauthorinthisarticle
pointingoutto 1990 onward
events, outlinedalongseries
of USmilitary provocations
of Russia, including
shredding of international
Security treaties, installation
of missiles on Russia’s
borders, and USrejection
of all Russia’ sdiplomatic
overturesfor mutual security.
Further the write-up
guestions, wouldtheUSdo
if Russiabuilt bases, laid
missiles, and held war
rehearsalsin Canada and
Mexico?1n1962, President
John F. Kennedy responded
tothenuclear missilesthe
U.S.S.R. placedin Cubaby
moving troopsto southern
Florida. Hethreatened all-
out nuclear war if they were
not removed. Though he
negotiated asettlement that
includedremovingboththe

Soviet missilesfrom Cuba,
andUSmissilesaimedatthe
USSR from Turkey.
Harper’'s Magazine
articlequestions, “Why are
weinUkraine?’. TheUS
guestions the idea that
Ukraine resides within
Russ a ssphereof influence.
Washington brandishesthe
MonroeDoctrineof 1820s,

theUSclaimedtheWestern
Hemisphereasasolesphere
of influence, whichembraced
thewholeworld.

TheUShasincreasedits
demand of exceptionalism
that other countries must
obey theinternational law,
whereasitself hasrefusesto
acceptinturnitclaimsthe
righttoviolateit. TheUS
instigated coup overthrew
thedemocratically elected
Yanukovichgovernmentin
2014, it hasencouragedthe
integrationof Nazisintothe
Kiev government. It has
tacitly supportedtheKiev’'s
shelling of the ethnically
Russian population of
Donbassregionineastern
Ukraine. It hasintegrated
Kiev’'smilitary intoNATO,
andrejectedevery Russian
request to acknowledgeits
security concerns and to
negotiate. TheKievmilitary
did not stopitsshelling of
Donbass. TheUSdismissed
Russia'sentreatiesover its
security concerns. In the

Diary of

| nternational

Events
C. Adhikesavan

initial stagesof war various
negotiations were held
betweenUkraineandRussia
to end the war but theUS
squelchedthemall.

TheChina seffortsfora
peace plan wastrashed by
theUS. Both Ukraineand
Russiainitially wereopento
consider at | east partsof the
plan. Zelensky said that
“Chinahistorically respects
our sovereignty.” Bidendid
not liketheideathat China
Isgoingtonegotiatingthe
outcomeof thewar....isjust
not rational.

TheCommunist Party of
USA advocated that the
Chinaand South Africa’s
peace plan provide a
framework “for Russiato
removeitstroops, to stop
NATO’sexpansionandend
theflow of armsincluding
from the US which could
make Ukraine an
Independentandsovereign.”

The CNN reports has
been consistently fanned
every US enabled war,
sometimes actually
contradicted its prior
reports. It said, “Ukraine
forceshaveincurred heavy
loses, and Kiev’'s
counteroffensiveis“highly
unlikely” to change the
balanceof theconflict.

Infact, such pro-peace
and war critical articles
appearing at this critical
hours, isapositivesignthat
thewar inUkrainecouldbe
ended diplomatically.
However, the peaceforces
must take advantage of the
movement tochallengeand
alter US'sovertstrong-arm
equation, “whatever ittakes,
for aslong as it takes.”
I nstead thehumanity onthe
earthmust demandjustice,
diplomacy, negotiationsand
finally peaceonearthinstead
of imperiaisticwar.
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Hemalataof CITU, Harish
Tyagi of AIUTUC, G R
Shivshankar of TUCC,
Farida Jalis of SEWA,
SuchetaDeof AICCTU, R
S Dagar of UTUC, K
Natrajan of LPFandfrom
SKM Buta Singh from
Punjab, Satnam Singh
Bhere, Tgjinder SinghVirk,
R Chandrasekhar from
Telangana, Suresh Kauth
fromHaryana, Ranjit Raju
fromRgjasthan, Purushotam
Singh Gill, Harnek Singh
Mehru from Punjab, and
Jagtar Singh Bajwafrom
Uttarakhand.

Thosewhoaddressedthe
convention are Amarjeet

.. .'H‘-

-

AITUC, Atul Kumar
Anjaan, president, All India
Kisan Sabha, Ashok Singh
of INTUC, HarbhgjanSingh
Sindhuof HM S, Tapan Das

of AIUTUC, G Devargjan
of TUCC, Manali Shah of
SEWA, Santosh Roy of
AICCTU, M Shanmugamof
L PF, Shatrujeet of UTUC,

Join

il
Punjab, DrAshok Dhawale
fromAIKS, Dr Sunilam, Dr
DarshanPal, MehdaPatkar
from Maharashtra, Avik
Saha from West Bengal,
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Uttarkhand, V SRaofrom
AndhraPradesh, Rajaram
Singhfrom Bihar, Satywan
from Haryana, Raminder
from Patialaand Yudhvir

Kaur, general secretary, of CITU,RameshParashar Joginder SinghUgrahafrom  Tajinder Singh Virk from  Singhfrom Uttar Pradesh.
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Inflation to Stay High in Coming Months, Admits Govt

Thefinanceministry has
cautioned that global and
regional uncertaintiesand
domestic disruptionsmay
keepinflationary pressures
elevated in the
comingmonths, warranting
“greater vigilance” by the
governmentandtheReserve
Bank ofIndia(RBI).

“Russia’s decision to
terminatetheBlack Seagrain
deal, along with dry
conditionsinmajor wheat-
growing areas, caused a
price spike in cereals.
Domestic factors like
whitefly disease and an
uneven distribution of
monsoon exerted pressure
onvegetablepricesinindia,”
theministry saidinitslatest
Monthly Economic Report
for July, released onAugust
22.

However, the report
maintained, therecent price
surgeincertainfooditems

“isexpected to be
trangitory”. Itsaid: “ Tomato
pricesarelikely todecline
with the arrival of
freshstocks by the end of
August or early September.
Further, enhanced imports
of tur dalare expected
tomoderatepul sesinflation.
Thesefactors, alongwiththe
recentgovernment efforts,
can soon lead to a
moderationinfoodinflation
in the comingmonths,” it
said.

Retail inflationgalloped
toal5-monthhighof 7.44
per centinJuly,mainly due
toskyrocketing prices of
vegetables, pulses, cereals,
and spices.

In its latest monetary
policy review, the RBI
revisedupwardsitsinflation
forecasts—t06.2 per cent
for the September quarter
and 5.4 per cent for 2023-
24 — while keeping

thepolicy rateunchanged at
6.5 per cent.

RBI governor
Shaktikanta Das in a
statement had saidthat while
asubstantial increasein
headline inflation would
occur inthenear term, led
by the accentuated
vegetableprices,“ monetary
policy canlook throughhigh
inflation prints caused by
such shocksforsometime”.

The finance ministry
report noted that
maintenance of
macroeconomic stability
wasparamount to keep
interest ratesfromrisingtoo
much, to underscore the
relativeattractiveness of
India as a zone of
performanceand promisefor
domestic andinternational
investorsand to maintain
steady economic growth.

July’smonthly review
also highlighted that the

robustness of domestic
investment wastheresult of
thegovernment’scontinued
emphasis on capital
expenditure.” Enhanced
provision for capital
expenditure by the
governmentisnow leading
tocrowding in of private
investment, asevidentinthe
performanceof varioushigh-
frequency indicators and
industry reports, which
highlight theemergence of
greenshoots of a private
capexupcycle,” it added.

TheUniongovernmentin
its 2023-24 Budget
increasedthecapital outlay
by 33.3 per cent,raisingthe
shareof capital expenditure
intotal expenditurefrom
12.3per centin2017-18to
22.4 per cent in 2023-24
Budget estimates.

Themonthly report also
said the external sector
required acloser watchto

strengthenmerchandise
export growthinthefaceof
slowing global demand. It
said persistentgeopolitical
concerns continued to
shadow the world trade
growth, whichisexpected
todeclinetotwo per centin
2023 from 5.2 per centin
2022.” Services exports
continuetodowell andare
likely to continue doing so
asthepreferencefor remote
working remainsunabated,
typically manifested in
theproliferation of global
capability centres,” it said.
Thereport saiddomestic
consumptionandinvestment
demand might continueto
drivegrowth. *“Going
forward, increasedminimum
support prices and
prospectsof healthykharif
crops will further add
strength to the rural
demand,” it added.

On (Record ...

TheSupremeCourt askedAttorney Generd
R VenkataRamani and Solicitor Genera Tushar
Mehtatolook intothe suspension of Zahoor
AhmadBhat, senior political sciencelecturer
at agovernment school in Srinagar, after his
appearance beforethe Supreme Court over
theabrogation of Article 370.

A five-judgeConstitutionbenchledby Chief
Justice of India D Y Chandrachud had
assembled to hear the petitionschallenging
the changesmadetoArticle370 when Senior
AdvocateK apil Sibal raisedtheissue. Bhat,
an advocate, appearedinthe Supreme Court
onAugust 23, arguingfor thepetitionersinthe
case. TheClJl thentoldAttorney General (AG)
R Venkataramani, “Just see what has
happened. Somebody who appearsinthiscourt
issuspended. Havealook intoit. Justtalk to
the Lieutenant Governor.” — The Indian
Express, August 29.

* k%

Inarecentvideothat hasbeenwinning hearts
ontheinternet, Saroj Devi, Neerg Chopra's
mother, gracefully answered aquestion about
Arshad Nadeem. When asked about her
thoughts on her son defeating Pakistan’s
Nadeemat theWorldAthl etic Championships,
Saroj Devi choseto emphasizethe spirit of
sportsmanship over national rivalries. she

responded tothereporter’ squestion by saying,
“L ook, everyonehascometo play inthefield.
Oneor theother will definitely win. Sothereis
no question of being from Pakistan or Haryana.
| am happy for theplayer whowonfrom Pakistan
aswell.” Her wordsserveasareminder thatin

thearenaof sports, aplayer’snationality takes
abackseat to their skill and performance.” —
indiatoday.in, August 29.

**x %

The suspected suicideof afirst-year Jadavpur
University (JU) student hascast thespotlight on
thecultureof tortureand abusethat of ten passes
off asacoming-of-ageritual onthecountry’s
campuses. The18-year old’ sfamily hasalleged
that hewassubjectedtoragging— by all accounts,

amildtermto describethehumiliationand
coercion senior studentsinflict on young
entrantsto collegesand universities.

The university andthepoliceareconducting
investigations and 12 people, including JU
studentsand alumni, havebeenarrested. The
law will, of course, takeitscourseinthiscase.
Butit’shightimethat educationadministrators
and student bodiescometogether tofindways
to end the sadistic practice that has been
psychologically scarring youngsters for
decades. Thetransitionfromschool tocollege
or university isacritical phaseinthelifeof
students, many of whom—likethefirst-year
JU student— comefromsmall townsandrural
areas. — Thelndian Express, August 26.

* k%

Anundated video of ateacher allegedly
encouraging Hindu studentstoslapaMuslim
student went viral with UP'sMuzaffarnagar
Police, childrightsbody NCPCR reacting to
it. “1 havedeclared jitne bhi Mohammedan
bachhehai...” theteacher said onthecamera
apparently encouraging Hindu studentsto
thrashaMuslimkidintheclass. Itisnot yet
known how thevideo wasshot astheteacher
seemed tobeengagedinaconversationwith
thepersonexplainingwhat shewasdoing. Police
said thekidwhowasbeingbeatenupinthe
video could not remember mathstables.—The
Hindustan Times, August 26.

Compiled by: C Adhikesavan
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All India Joint Convention of Workers and Farmers

Call to Intensify Joint Struggles
to Oust Ruling Regime

The historic All India
Joint Conventionof Workers
and FarmersheldonAugust
24, 2023, at Talkatora
Stadium, New Delhi was
massive and full of
determinationtoraisethe
pitch of their joint and
coordinated agitationsinthe
coming period. Jointly
organised by theplatform of
Central Trade Unions
(CTUs)/ Sectoral
Federations/ Associations
and Samyukta Kisan
Morcha, the convention
assessed the adverse and
destructive impact of the
Uniongovernment policies
on the workers, farmers,
common peopleingeneral
and on the democratic,
secular, harmoniousliving of
our people.

The convention in its
declaration termed the
policiesof theparty ruling
in the Centre and some
statesasanti-worker, anti-
farmer, anti-people and
againstthenational interests
of our country.

Theconventioncalledfor
oustingthisruling regime
whichisharmingthelndian
economy, makingthelives
of common people
miserablewith steep price
rise of essential
commodities, growingjob-
loss and increased
unemployment, expensive
educationandhealthcare, no
subsidy on inputs and no
MSP for the Farmers
produce. None of the
promisesmadeto farmers
were fulfilled by the

government, which were
madeto farmersbased on
whichthey suspendedtheir
13 month long sit-in at
bordersfacingall odds. The
attack onthe public sector
and government
departmentsfor privatisation
continues, no recruitments
are made, outsourcing,
contractorisation and
casualisationarerampant,
the labour laws are being
codified to favour the
employers and against
workers' interests.

The groups and the
forceswho spread hatred

for unhealthy divisive
polarization,andthevigilante
groups, who indulge in
violence, get tacit support
fromthepowerful peoplein
the ruling circles. These
tactics, meanttodivertthe
attention of thepeoplefrom
theissuesof theirlivelihood,
are dangerous as well as
poisonous for the social
fabric, unity andintegrity of
thecountry. Sucharuthless
ruling regime is against
national interest, doesnot
havetheright to occupy the
seat of power and must be
ousted said thedeclaration

adopted by theconvention.

Theconvention adopted
acharter of demandsand has
called uponthefollowing
action programme in the
comingdays.

Nationwide Call
of Action

Apartfromworkingfor
the above demands, the
convention resolved to
appedl toall theworkersand
farmersacrossthecountry
to come forward and
participateinthefollowing
jointand coordinatedactions

inthecoming days:

m Observe October 3,
2023 (Lakhimpur Kheri
massacreof farmersin2021)
asBlack Day, demanding
dismissal and prosecution of
thealleged conspirator, the
minister of statefor home
affairsAjay MishraTeni.

m OrganiseDay and Night
M ahapadav Struggleinfront
of the Raj Bhawansinthe
statecapitalsof all thestates
andunionterritories, from
November 26to 28, 2023,
(November 26, 2020 had
beentheday of theAll India
General Strikeby workers
andthefirstday of thehistoric
March to Parliament by
farmers.)

m December 2023-January
2024: Determined and
Massive United Protest
Actionsacrossthecountry.

Thenational convention
was conducted by a 20-
member presidium
consisting of Bant Singh
Brar of AITUC, Sanjay
Singhof INTUC, Mukesh
Galak of HMS, Dr K

OnPage 14...
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