New Ag

Central Organ of the Communist Party of India

Vol. 71 No. 42

(Total Pages 16)

New Delhi

October 15-21, 2023

In Other Pages
e BmMarchesThat Awaken
TheMasses.................. 03
Weekl
eexly BK Satyanarayana: Founder-
Builderof CPl'in
Price: Rs.7 || Early 1930s............ 08-09

Massive Rally of Left Parties in Lucknow

CPI general secretary D Raja addressing therally

Ahugerally of |eft partieswasorganized on October
11, 2023 at the Eco Garden in Lucknow, the capital
city of Uttar Pradesh.Thousandsof peoplegathered
from 75 districtsin the east, west, north and south

of Uttar Pradesh.

Thegovernment of India
has reduced the general
coaches in the trains,but
despite hardships, massive
gatheringattherally venue
could beseen. Peoplefrom
economically backward
sectionsfromfar off regions
of thestatejoined over the
rally asthey werekeento
listentotheir national and
statelevel leaders.

Communist Party of India
general secretary D Raja,
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) general secretary
SitaramYechury, Communist
Party of India (Marxist-
L eninist) general secretary
Dipankar Bhattacharya, All
IndiaForward Blocgeneral
secretary G Devrajan
andL oktantrikJanata Dal
genera secretary JavedRaza
cametoLucknowfromDelhi
toattendtherally.

Other prominent|eaders
who were present on the
occasion were DrGirish
Sharma, member of the CPI
national executive,
Subhashini Ali, member of
the politburo of the
CPI(M),Arvind Raj
Swaroop, state council

secretary of the Uttar
Pradesh CPI, Dr Heeralal
Yadav, statesecretary of the
CPI(M), Ishwar Prasad
Kushwaha, senior |eader of
the CPI(ML), general
secretary of Uttar Pradesh
All India Forward Bloc
DrVishwas.

Theentiremeetingvenue
wasdecoratedwithredflags
and posterswithslogans. It

expressed themood of the
people’sstruggle.
Addressing the

participants, Communist
Party of India general
secretary D Rajasaid the
country’sgeneral condition
isondecline. Inflationand
unemployment arerising.
AttacksonDalitwomenand
minoritiesareincreasing.
The BJP government has
donenothingforthewelfare
of people. Itishightimethat
peopl estart thinking about
therelevance of BJP-RSS
governmentsat the centre
andstatelevels. ThePrime
Minister keepstalking about
what he thinksin “Man
kibaat”.But who is this
government, whichiswith
Ambani andAdani?

He saidthat the

Arvind Raj Swarup

government had said that
therewould beemployment
for two croreyoung people,
but question remains did
those youth get the jobs?
Prime minister visited
Rajghat on October
2.Gandhiji usedtopray to
God, that was I shwar and
Allahboth, that everyone
should have rightful
thinking.Sol wouldliketo
say that thereareonly three
tofour peopleinthecountry
who should betoldtothink
good about people. Prime
ministerNarendraM odi,
home minister Amit Shah,
RSSchief Mohan Bhagwat
andfinaly UPchief minister
Yogi AdityaNath. Thereis
one and same law for
everybody inour country but
theBJPrulingat theCentre
and at stateisbreaking the
unity of the people of the
country. Dalitsandtribalsare
being attacked, BJP’s
philosophy isnot about unity.
Thereisnoequality. If we
haveto savethecountry, we
havetodefeat theBJP, said
CPI general secretary.

D Raja said when the
country attained
independence, Gandhi ji had
gone away from Delhi to
save Hindusand Muslims

but Modiji doesnot havethe
gutstogotoManipur. The
BJPgovernmentistryingto
changethe Constitution. It
hashanded over thepublic
sector tothecapitalistsand
Modijirefusesto say what
Constitution he would
present beforethe peopleof
thecountry andtothepeople
of Uttar Pradesh. We have
to defeat the BJP and save
secularism and the
Constitution. Heappealed
to the people of Uttar
Pradesh to defeat the BJP
intheupcoming L okSabha
elections. TheL eft parties
are also part of the India
alliance.

CPI general secretary
appeal ed tothe Samajwadi
Party to cooperatewiththe
partiesinthelndiaAlliance
in Uttar Pradesh, samefor
theleft partiesin Tamil Nadu,
andalsoinBihar. Ithasbeen
decided collectively thatthe
BJPhastofacedefeat. So
wehavecometo UP. Uttar
Pradesh played aleading
role in the freedom
movement and now when
we can defeat the British
government, we can def eat
the BharatiyaJanataParty
also. Wehavetodefeat the
NDA tostrengthenthelndia
alliance. Heappealedtothe
people to protect the
Constitution and fight the

challengesthat weface. He
expressed hope that the
peopleof Uttar Pradeshwill
defeat theBJPinthecoming
elections.

Dr Girish, member of the
national executive of the
Communist Party of India
and Co-in-chargeof theCPI
inUP, said that peopleare
breathingfiretoday tomake
BJPleavethestateaswell
as the country. Issues of
labourers, farmers, Dalits
and minoritiesaregoingto
be raised. Questions that
remain unanswered keep
haunting women and those
wouldalsoberaised. Crime
hasbeen rampant in Uttar
Pradesh. Every day, there
arecrimesbeing committed
against women.Law and
order in Uttar Pradesh has
collapsed. Roads are
bumpy, bulldozers are
crushing everything.
Corruption has been
growing evenin the state
machinery. In fact the
governmentinUttar Pradesh
has failed, saidDrGirish,
addingthat today’srally has
shownthat somepeopleare
confused about wherethe
LeftisinUttar Pradesh.He
saidfurther that theLeftin
Uttar Pradesh isin 403
assembly seatsanditisin
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New Age Weekly



October 15-21, 2023

Anunprecedented gloomhasbeensetting remained unbending, following its ethics,
over inour hitherto unblemished skies. All  undeterred.
pervasive, suffocating. Sincelastnineyears,  Theexamplesarethere. NewsClick, oneof
rightfrom 2014, thereisall outdestructionof  them, waslaunchedin 2009 by veteran Indian
everything positive. Anditdoesgetnoticed.  journalist PrabirPurkayastha. It speaksabout
Thesentinelsof mediaconvey tocountry how  jtself as“ oneof India’ smost consistent chroniclers
pillarsarecrumbling. Manipurincidentscould  of diversepeople’smovementsand struggles.”
be shared only after three months, but when Nobody is denying that the case against

itdid, itshook theworld. Thestreamcontinues  Nawdlick mustrun itscourse, butit must bebased
toflow overcomingthedeterrents. Forthevery  J avidence. Thebrazen attempttocreatescare,
sense of awarenessabout our link withthe  \yithimposing UAPA, taking away thedevices
world, withevolution, oritsnegation, weare - |iye mobile, laptop doesnot take the attempt
indebtedtomedia Slowly, mediahasstarted 5,y here. Whileframingthecharge, theDelhi
occupyingthespacethatithasawaysdeserved. i ce said, “ A total of 37 male suspects, and
Butnotforlong. Mediamust betamedifithas  hinefemalehavebeen questioned.” Theway it
tobe*HisMaster’svoice', thisfacthasgone  pagpeen written puttingtheUnlawful Activities
deep forthoseinthe power game. All other (Pre\/ent| On)ACt ma nstthemdoesnot bodewell.

optionsaregettingremovedfromthescene.  1heominousshadow hangsover many others
Therehassimply beenno carrot and neither aswell.

stick, thereisleft only theexistential question.
It hasbeen al so experimenting with readymade
definitions, to* snare” thelndian media. Ten
yearsaregoneingivingit shape, inthename
of objectivejournalism.Theeffort hasbeento
cover theentiremainstreamjournalism, with
theexplicit purposeto createwedge. Wedge
inunity. Theresultisour country isinshambles.
Compositeculturestandscrushed ashasbeen
theCongtitution. Health, education, avail ability
of essentials, unemployment and finally
freedomtothink, al that humanity needsstand
challenged. Mediaisnoexceptiontoit.

TheCentrehasbeen keentousemediato

present each and every act of thegovernment Th‘_:" same pattern was repeated as in .aII
packaged in shining praisefor all thetwenty ~tyrannica systems. Thereweretheearly morning

four hours. But it needs compromise on KNocks. Rude and repetitive. Unprepared,
positions. Weak alternativeshavebeenflooding  Vulnerable, onefacesthethreat. Thenthevictim
theentireworld of newsin newsportalsand istaken over, without explanation, without
YouTubechannels. Theregime, or theCentre ~ €vidence.
of power,nervousat itsown plight, wantsonly Thedemonstratorsin New York, against the
easy options. One of the choiceshasbeen  oppressiveattitude of the Indian government
majoritariancommunal ideological agendaand  attacking news portal NewsClick had placards
theaccompanying politicswithBigCapital.  that said it was McCarthyism. They were
However, theeffortsstood meaningless. expressing their refusal to accept the status
Apparently invincible, inreality,ithasbeen offeredtopressinindia. Itisnomorethefourth
amost failingtobeinfull control. Mediahas estate. Government isno moreanswerableto

Journalists and media outlets, almost
everywhere, all over the world, are raising
guestionsabout pressfreedomandtheir ability
towork without the* threat of reprisal” especialy
after policeraidedinthelndian capital on October
3, 2023, the officesand homes of journalists
working for NewsClick, andkeeping up its
independenceasdigital newsoutlet.

Stop Making Media The Master’s Voice

it. Infact M cCarthyismisthepolitical practice
of publicizing accusationsof disloyalty or
subversionwithinsufficientregardtoevidence,
and the use of methods of investigation and
accusation regarded as unfair, in order to
suppressopposition. Evidenceisthelastthing
providedin NewsClick case, apracticethat
hasstarted after their failureto gain grounds.
Infactitisthesamefear, to get over which,
McCarthy had set theruleof scare. But the
day a socamewhen MacCarthy, thechairman
of the Senate Permanent Investigation
Subcommitteein US, conducting hearingon
subversion was censured by American
senateon December2,1954, and hedied on
Decembr 2, 1957.

Evidenceisimperative. The courtsare
makingitincreasingly clear that they arenot
impressed withtheway the Central agencies
areproceedingwithactionagainsttheirvictims.
Goingby thesharpnessinthecourts' remarks,
it seemsthat theday may not befar whenthe
selectivemanner whichthelaw istaking, as
claimed by theruling party politicians, or
allowedtotakeitscourse, isquestioned by
thecourts.

Inalmost thesamefashion, theDelhi High
Court on October 6, 2023 asked the Del hi
police why the NewsClick founder
PrabirPurkayastha and his HR manager
AmitChakravarty were not provided the
rationalefor their arrest, whichasthey claimed
waswithintheir right toknow asevery accused
has, accordingto SupremeCourtdirective. The
High Court thencited SupremeCourt decisions
that thosegetting arrested havearight toknow
why they arebeing arrested. Thelast couple
of dayshaveseenthecentral agenciesgetting
intowhat appearsto be’ crash programme’
of raids at multiple locations in several
states.A head of thecomingassembly and | ater
parliamentary e ectionstherulingBJPisfinding
itselfincreasingly vulnerable. Itisthegrowing
strength of theconsolidation of theanti-M odi
parties andelements that has become the
threat.Mediaisnot aloneinthis, itisfor all
thosewho haveavoice. And know how to
raiseit.

CPI Expresses Concern Over Election Schedule

Palestine-Israel Conflict TheElection Commissionof India(ECI) on October
9, 2023 announced the datesand polling schedulefor
Rajasthan, MadhyaPradesh, Telangana, Chhattisgarh,

and Mizoram. Assembly pollsin Ragjasthan, Madhya
The Communist Party of Indiaexpressesitsseriousconcernontheescalationsof | Pradesh, Telanganaand Mizoramwill beheldinasingle

the Pal estine-Israel conflict blowingintoabloody war resultinginthedeath of more | phase.

The National Secretariat of the Communist Party of India issued on October
8, 2023 the following statement:

thanthree hundred peopl eonboth sidesalready. Electionswill beheldinMizoraminasinglephase
The CPI urgesboththesidesto exerciserestraint to avoid further lossof precious | onNovember 7. While pollswill behheldin Madhya
lives. Pradesh on November 17, Rajasthan will gotovote

CPI callsupontheinternational community, United Nationsand the government of
Indiato makeeffortsfor theestablishment of permanent peace by supporting thetwo-
state solutionwith pre-1967 bordersand East Jerusalem asthe capital of Palestine.

Nations.

onNovember 25. Electionsin Telanganawill beheld
in a single phase on November 30. Elections in
Chhattisgarh, ontheother hand, will beheldintwo phases

—- Phase 1 onNovember 7 and Phase 2 on November
Indiashould unequivocally uphold thetwo-state solutionasagreedintheUnited | 17. Counting of voteswill be on December 3.
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Students Suicides

Newsof suicidesby the
studentsfromK ota, adream
destinationfor theaspirants
togetcoachingfor entry into
higher education courses
like the Engineering and
Medicine, are highly
disturbing. Thesestudents
arethenext generationwho
aretoshapethefutureof our
country. End of their lifeat
this tender age is heart
breaking for the parents
who have nurtured their
children with love and
affection. They areshattered
by this irreparable loss.
Parents and other family
members are likely to
develop significant
psychological and physical
comorbiditiesunder such
circumstances. These
incidentsarealsoawarning
for thesociety tointrospect
deepintothewholeissueand
find out causesandremedial
measures.

According to the
National Crime Report
Bureau datathe number of
studentscommittingsuicides
hasgrownby 70 percent over
the past decade as per a
report published in the
Money Control. Thenumber
of studentswho committed
suicidesinIndiarosefrom
5.7percenttoei ght percentof
total suicidal deathsin 10
years; thatis7696in 2011
t0 13089 in 2021. Thisis
nearly 70percentincreasein
the decade.

In the present day cut
throat competition, thereis
amad racefor getting better
score and higher merit.
M CQtypeof examinations,
havebecometheroutineto
check one’s knowledge.
Purpose of educationisto
preparegood citizenswith
ethical values and social
concerns. In the growing
consumerist culturethishas
changed and success of a
personismeasured by entry
into prestigiousinstitutions
and acareer whichensures

huge profits. Thisconcept
hasdiminishedthetrendto
join the humanities. Asa
result large number of
present day generationis
devoid of informationabout
history, civics, political
science and economics.
Thereistoomuchof inflow
of informationonthesocial
media which the young
peopleconsider asgospel
truth. This affects the
analytical capabilities. Too
much involvement in the
online/virtual working has
reducedtheirinteractionwith
thefellow beings. Thishas
adverse impact on

persondlity developmentand
reduces decision making

through collective
discussion. Mushrooming
coaching centersandtheir
glittering advertisements
leavepowerful impacteven
though such centerscharge
exorbitant amount.

Therewasatimewhen
thestudentswould discuss
several issuesingroupsand
makeacollectivewisdom.
Now there is hardly any
student movement
comparedto40yearshback
when student organi sations
wouldreacttoincreasein
tuitionfees, busandtrain
faresandtravel passesfor
students. They would also
agitatefor improvement of
infrastructureintheir school
or college. Therewasatrend
to organisedebatesonthe
education policy, job
opportunities, social

Dr Arun Mitra

harmony, gender equality
etc. Thesethingsarelittleto
be seen.

Lack of physical activity
hasworsenedthesituation.
Most of thestudentsinthe
middle and upper middle
classes are pampered at
homeand areunableto bear
the stress of cut throat
competitiononcethey move
out. Undue pressure and
expectationsfrom parents
putsthemunder tremendous
stressandafeeling of shame
incaseof non-fulfillment of

their desires. Whenthey find
that they areunabletosatisfy
and havelost all hopes, they
resort to such drastic steps
toendtheir lives.

Whereasthereisneedfor
continuouscounselingof the
teachers, students, families,
parents, thereisareal need
to look at the system of
education. “Just giving
counselingtoastudent will
not matter much, because
society definesa’ successful’
student as someone who
clears 1ITs or such
competitive exams by
defeating lakhs of other
students. Weneed asociety
whereakid'sworthistied
totalent or extra-curricular
activitiesor hobbiesthey
enjoy, not marks,” points
out ItishaNagar, anassi stant
professor of psychology at
Delhi University. Societal

factorsmust be addressed
intandemwith providing
counseling to students,
accordingto her.

Albert Einsteinhad said
way backin1949that“ This
crippling of individualsis
consideredtheworst evil of
capitalism. Our whole
educational systemsuffers
from this evil. An
exaggerated competitive
attitudeisinculcatedinthe
student, whoistrained to
worshipacquisitivesuccess
as a preparation for his
futurecareer.” *If youwant
your children to be
intelligent, readthemfairy

tales. If youwantthemtobe
moreintelligent, read them
morefairytales.” “ A human
beingisapart of thewhole
called by usuniverse, apart
limitedintimeand space. He
experiences himself, his
thoughts and feeling as
something separated from
therest, akind of optical
delusion of his
consciousness. Thisdelusion
isakind of prison for us,
restrictingustoour persona
desiresandto affectionfor
afew personsnearesttous.
Our task must be to free
oursalvesfromthisprisonby
widening our circle of
compassiontoembraceall
living creatures and the
whole of nature in its
beauty.” “ Try nottobecome
aman of success. Rather
becomeaman of value.”

We have forgotten the

not Just aM edical Problem

fairy tales era when our
grandmother usedtotell us
storieswhilegoingtothebed
or gather afew childrento
narrate events of her past
experiences. That was
preparing apersonwitha
wider vision.

Technological revolution
would goon. Butwehave
tomakecorrectivemethods
todevelopayouth of moral
values and full of
compassion and empathy.
This is possible through
rationalisngeducationforall
withequity asenvisaged by
theKothari Commissionin
1968. Thecommissionhad
recommended common
school and neighbourhood
school system. Thiswould
have meant mixing of
students from different
classesand socioeconomic
groups.

However the whole
concept hasbeenthrowninto
dustbinwiththeneo-liberal
economic policies.
Education hasgone under
thecontrol of elite. Thishas
become a global
phenomenon points out
Michael Apple, Professor of
Curriculumandinstruction
and educational policy,
University of Wisconsin
USA. UndertheNeoliberal
economicpolicy, education
isonly for thosewho have
resources while a large
sectionismarginalizedand
alienated.

It is important that
students’ aptitudeistaken
intoaccountwhiledeciding
thefutureeducation plans
instead of pressureof market
forces. In this work
facilitators and
psychological counsellors
can do useful job. The
students should be
continuously counseled on
health and encouraged to
involveinrecreational and
extracurricular activities.
Thiswill helptheir physical
and mental growth.

New Age Weekly



October 15-21, 2023

Unemployment Haunting People

Indian labour marketis
undergoing a structural
change with the fast-
changingworld of workand
themultiplecrisestherein.
Ontheonehandaverylarge
number of workforceisnot
ableto getjobs, and onthe
other, employershavebeen
reporting severe labour
shortagein boththeskilled
and unskilled categories,
implyingadisturbinglevel of
distortion in the
labourmarket that needsan
urgent solutionbeforeit goes
out of control.

At the end of the first
week of October, themonth
of the festival season,
unemployment
rateaccordingtoCMIE data
on 30-day moving average
basishasregisteredarecord
highof 9.5per cent. It means
that eventhebeginningof the
busy season of the Indian

economy andthe festive
season have failed to
provideenoughemployment
to our workforce. It
shouldalso bekeptinmind
that apersongetting at | east
onehour of work inaweek
iscounted asemployedin
our country, andthosewho
haveleft searchingforjobs
out of frustration onaccount
of non-availability of jobsin
the market are also not
counted asunemployed.

Therefore, the real
situationonthegroundis
evenmorefrighteningasthe
unemploymentdata
suggests.

It also be noted that the
total employmentinindiahas
been around 40-41 crore,
whichincluded employment
inboththesalariedand non-
salaried categoriesfor quite
sometime.

Dr Gyan Pathak

Salaried jobshavebeen
intherangeof 8-9croreonly
in the last 12 months. It
meansaround 32 crore
peoplearein some sort of
informal jobs, which
includedworkerswho have
reported self-employed,
majority of whom are
basically unemployedwith
erraticjobavailability which
is quite scant, and hence
unemployment indisguise.
Theshareof self-employed
workersisabout 75 per cent
of all employedpopul ation.
Theworkingagepeople(15-
59 years of age) in the
country are 60.7 per
cent(around 85 crore) of the
total 142 crorepopulation
inthecountry.

Thepredicamentsof the
workforcelieinthefact that

around 53 per cent of the
salariedworkforcedoesnot
have any social security
benefit as per the
government’s  latest
PeriodicLabour Force
Survey Annual Report
2021-22. It meansthat even
morethanhalf of thesalaried
workforce did not have
accessto provident fund,
pension, healthcare,
disabilityinsurance, or any
other social security
coverage. Only 1.9 per cent
of the poorest 20 per
centworkforcehasaccess
toat least on social security
coverage. About 1.3 per cent
of gigworkershaverarely
any social security coverage.

It meansmorethan half
of theworking age people
are out of any job
whatsoever. There areno
jobsfor theminthelabour
market, and neither have

their own means of
livelihood. They
aredependent on othersfor
theirsurvival,includingtheir
ownfamily membersor by
gettingfreefoodgrainsfrom
thegovernment under Food
Security Act. They havelost
their dignity of aworkforce,
and spending dayswith a
beggarly existence. It is
inhuman, and the
governmentmust protect
them and make
arrangementsfor themto
spend lifewith dignity by
providingthework they are
capableof doing. Ontop of
it about 12 millionyoung
people leave their
educationd ingtitutionsevery
year tojointheworkforce.
Total number of peoplefrom
working ageinthecountry
isprojectedtobe104 crore
by 2030.

ket the Others Say...

Face the climate

Thisyear hasseen Indiarecordsitswarmest ever February andthe
driest August sincetime-seriestemperatureand rainfall databecame
availablefrom 1901. Ontop of these, rainswerewell abovenormal in
March, April and May, whilethe southeast monsoon arrived aweek
late on June 8, but covered the entire country six daysahead by July
2. Withthreemonthsstill to go, thecurrent year seemson courseto
set new benchmarksintheannalsof climatechange. Itseffectsareno
longer confined to just damaging thewheat crop weeksaway from
harvesting or del aying the paceof kharif sowing. Climatechangeisnow
being flagged asthe* singlebiggest businessrisk” by even consumer
goodfirms. Unseasonal showersduringthelast summer season crimped
demand for ice-cream and cold beverages aswell as sales of air-
conditionersandrefrigerators.

For farmers, coping withthevagariesof themonsoonisachallenge
probably asold asagricultureitself. But climatechangeisn’t simply
about monsoonfailure. Instead, it hasto dowithfewer rainy daysand
extended dry spells, interspersed withintense precipitation and al so
extremetemperaturederivations. Whilethese have already become
thenew normal inagriculture, non-farm businessesareal so beginning
tofeel thepinch. Inthe past, bad monsoonsbasically impacted rural
incomesand, inturn, salesof tractors, two-wheel ersand fast-moving
consumer goods. But milder summers, shorter wintersand unseasonal
rainsdo much more, by creating | ess-manageabl e uncertaintiesfor
companiesused to planning production and buil ding stocksbased on
established demand patterns.

It snot farmersand businessesal one. Even economic policymakers
needtoincorporateclimatechangeintotheir growth and plan models.
Therehastobemoreinvestmentinknowledgeabout al potential outcomes
and probabilitiesof occurrenceswithregardto extremeweather events
acrosssectors. Such knowledge generation, extending to breeding of
temperature stress-tolerant or drought-resistant cropsand timely

forecasting of large stormsand heat waves, isessential inaworld of
both adaption to and mitigation of climatechange. Andsinceclimate
changeisn’t sparing anyone, including thebig FM CG players, and
adaptionissomethingthat’ sof moreimmediateinterest, it makessense
toget everyoneon board. L et government, industry, meteorol ogists,
agricultural scientist and disaster management specialiststogether draw
up anational climateadaption strategy for India.

Courtesy: TheIndian Express

The work women want

TheEconomicsNobel honour roll has93 names. ClaudiaGoldin
isonly thethirdwoman. Fittingly, shehaswonitfor work on*“women’s
labour market outcomes’. And nowherearethe costs of neglecting
such‘women’stopics plainer thaninIndia, wherewomen'’slow labour
forceparti cipationratescontinueto beabigdrag onsocial and economic
outcomes. WhileGoldin’ spioneeringwork at Harvard hasdrawnlargely
fromUSdata, thetheoretical takeawaysarevery useful here.

Goldinunderlineshow transf ormative contraceptionisfor women,
both personally andintransforming society’ sexpectations. Inthiscontext
itisinteresting tothink about Tamil Nadu’s21.9% women’surban
labour forceparticipationrateand Bihar’s8.6%, inrelationtothe
twostates' significantly varyingbirthrates.

There'salso much debatein Indiaonwhy thenumber of working
women hasn’ tincreased despiterising educationlevel sfor women.
Goldin'sinsightisthat women pay ahigh cost for “temporal flexibility”,
where choosing towork fewer or moreflexiblehoursto allow them
toraiseafamily, coststhemawagegap. Goldinfindsthewagegapto
bethenarrowest in UStech becauseit promisesmoreflexiblehours.
Butinamuchmoreconservativelabour market likelndia, withfewer
flexi workingoptionsof quality, s milar family needstrand ateintomany
women opting out of apayingjob altogether. Ontop of this, thereis
victimblaming. Goldinrebutstheideathat women’slower wagesflow
fromtheir choice of occupations. If more men were nurses, nurses
would be better paid than doctors. What yawning gender gapsboil
downtoisunfair distribution of family work —that’ sthebiggestinsight
fromthisyear’seconomicslaureate.

Courtesy: The Timesof India
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Marches That Awaken The Masses

RAjayan

The BJP Hatao Desh
Bachao campaign as per
the call of the National
Council of the Communi st
Partyof India has been
successfully held in
Kerala. Themarcheswere
organi sed from September
1 to 30 by all the local
committeesof thepartyin
Kerala.

Throughthesemarches,
meeting people at the
ground,has become the
curtain raiser for the
upcomingcampaignfor the
2024 general elections. Led
by thecadres from
grassroots levels,the
responsefromthecommon
masseswasquitepositive.
Throughout themarches, the
policiesof theBJP-ledUnion
governmentwere highly
criticized by the speakers.
They explainedtothepeople
how theKerala state
government, led by theL eft
Democratic Front,has
proveditself asalternative
tothe BJP government. It
has taken up policies for
people’s welfare and
implemented them
successfully. Thepolitical
documentsandpamphlets
for thecampaignerswere
distributed by the CPI state
council throughthedistrict
committees. Thecampaign
waslaunched and managed
inauniqueway. Thelocal
committeesecretarieswere
designated ascaptainsof the
marches. Thestate council
hadinstructedthatitwould
be imperative if the vice

f. =%

- { —
captains ofthe marches
werewomen and |l eadersof

mass organizations. This
ensured amassive
participation of women
activistsinthemarches.

The march was also to
point out theimportance of
thecadresat thegrassroots
level. Thosecadresat |ocal
and branch levels are
indispensable for the
functioningof aparty. These
cadres interact and get
involved in the affairs of
common people. Intheeyes
of thepeople, the cadresat

- \

g

thebranchandlocal level are  that the top committees
theleadersoftheirlocality. would beproviding every
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; the local committee
secretariesand other local -
level activists would be
steeringthemarches. The
campaign had atwo-fold
target. Onewasto expose
theanti-peoplepoliciesand
actionsof theNarendraM odi
government. Thesecondis
to replenish the party’s
influenceamongthecommon
people. We haveachieved
thesetargetssuccessfully.
Thelocal marchesinwhich
women and children
enthusiastically

5

it

participatedattracted the
people. As per the report
obtained by theCPI Kerala
statecouncil, 90 percent of
directorsand vicecaptains
in the campaign were
women. Party unitswere
rejuvenated by these
marches.

InKerala, thereare941
panchayats and 87
municipalities. The total
number oflocal self-
governanceinstitutionsis
1028. Butwewereableto
organizenearly1300local
marcheswhereaswe have
1265local committees. This
meansthatthe effect of the
campaign haspenetratedthe
masses very well. The
activistsbecameenergizedto

g' s m
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thelevel that two marches
were held under many
localcommittees. CPI state
council isof theviewthat the
momentum gained by
theparty units can be
effectively utilizedfor the

upcoming general
€l ectioncampaigns. Owing
to the importance of the
2024 general elections, CPI
isplanningtocarry onmore
local-level campaigns to
makepeopleready todefeat
theBJP.

New Age Weekly



6

Delhi L eft PartiesProtest Attack on PressFreedo

CPI national council se

cretary Amarjeet Kaur addressing the protesters

October 15-21, 2023
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TheDelhi unitsof |eft partiesheldamassive
dharnaon October 10, 2023 at JantarM antar
condemningtheattack onfreedom of thepress.

Addressingthe protesters Communist Party
of Indianational council secretary Amarjeet Kaur
condemnedthearrest of NewsClick founders
PrabirPurkayasthaand Amit Chakraborty. She
a socondemnedthevindictiveraidsonthehouses
of 46well knownindependentjourndistsincluding
eightwomen journalistsby Delhi policewhich

isunder theUnionhomeministry. Thedraconian
anti-terror law,Unlawful ActivitiesPrevention
Act (UAPA), wasused against them.

All thoseintimidationtacticswerebeingused
tomull thevoicesof thetruth andfacts. Those
journalists,whohavebeenimplicated, arereputed
journalistswhoareknownfor their honest write-
ups. Shestrongly condemned the Del hi police
under Union homeminister Amit Shahfor their
actionsagainstthejourndists. Sheal socondemned

thejumlapoliticsof BJP-RSSgovernment at the
Centre.

Otherswho addressed the protestersinclude
BrindaKarat, politburo member of CPI(M), G.
Devrajan, general secretary AIFB.

Theprotest meetingwaspresided over by CPI
Delhi statecouncil acting secretary Shankarlal,
KM Tiwari, secretary of CPI(M), Ravi Ray,
secretary of CPI(ML), RSDagar,secretary of
RSP, DharmendraKumar Verma,secretary of

AIFB andBirjuNaik of

KOLKATA: TheWest
Bengal state convention
of AISF held at Lahiri-
MukherjeeHall inKolkata
on September 23, 2023
took apledgetoorganizea
massivemovement agai nst
theeducationpoliciesof the
boththe Centre and state.
Theconvention beganwith
thehoistingof theAlI SFFag
by national president of the
organization Shuvam
Banerjee.

This was followed by
offering of floral tributesby
thestateand district level
officebearersandleaders
of the organization to the
martyrs’ altar.

The work of the
convention started with
great enthusiasmandenergy
of theteensand theyouth
who filled the Lahiri-

MukherjeeHall.
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Mukherjeeand Debashis

West Bengal AISF State Convention
Organize M ass M ovement against Education Policies

A presidiumconsisting of
AISF state president
SoumenMandal, state

secretariat members
BabitaSaha, Rajneel

N

[
o . =

Guinconducted the
proceedings of the
convention.Inthebeginning,

Subodh Datta

atwo-minutesilencewas
observedto pay respect to

S ¥

the lateleaders of the
studentsand thedemocratic
movement.

After theopening song

sung by Rajneel Mukherjee,
thework of the
Convention
started.National president
of AISF Shuvam Banerjee

S S
R

. W ,
formally inaugurated the
student convention. Inhis
opening speech, hesaidthat
thenational conference of

our organization, A1SFwill
beheldinBegusarai inBihar
from September 28 to
October 1.Students from
different partsof thecountry
will attend the conference
and we have to make this
conference a success by
sending delegates to the
conference. The national
conferenceexperiencewill
help us to build a strong
organizationinour state.

Shuvam Banerjee said
that the role of
ourorganization, AISF,in
India sfreedom movement
isglorious. Thosewhowere
oncethesupportersof the
British rule today want
toteach uswhat patriotism
is. TheBJPgovernment at
theCentrewantsto abandon
thecountry’ssecularismand

On Page 12
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Hindutva Schools Indoctrinating
Young Minds

In rural India, private
schools run by the Ekal
Foundation provideaccessto
education—butforcechildren
toimbibedivisiveteachings
that preachHindusuperiority.

InUttar Pradesh children
of downtrodden community
attend these Hindutva
schoolsrunby Ekal Vidyaaya
Foundation. Their attireisso
poor that they wear tattered
clothesand hand me down
slippers and carry half-
broken and half-chewed
pencils.

The school ensures
childreninrural Indiaget
accessto education. These
one-teacher schoolsarefree
and offer vocational classes
alongsideliteracy tochildren
aged five to 14 from any
casteor religion.However,
the curriculum is firmly
rooted Hindutvaideol ogy.

Aschildrentrail behind
each other, they can beseen
enteringalocal Hindutemple
intheir village, wherethey
obediently sit onthefloor,
whichexhalestheheat of the
sun. Facing a table with
photosof Hindudeitiesnesatly
placed with the support of
incensesticks, childrenfocus
all their attentiontowardthe
deities. They are taught
Hindu prayersand mantras.
The teacher stresses upon
adharmisabout whomonly
Hinduism could teach the
childrenandthosewho are
not Hindus, are adharmis.

EkalVidyalayaisaU.S.-
based organization that sets
up private, single-teacher
schoolsinrural India. This
concept was conceived in
1986inIndia sJharkhand; in
1989, Shyam Gupta, asenior
member of the
RashtriyaSwayamsevakSangh
(RSS), aHindu paramilitary
organization, steppedinto
take over the campaign for
Ekal Foundation. Thisbranch
istheprimary campaigner for
the donations that are
received to run schoolsin
India.

Another radical Hindu

organizationresponsiblefor
attacks on Muslims and
Christians — the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad (VHP)—has
boasted of itsinvolvement
with the EVF. The VHP's
websitestatesthat thelaunch
of the EVF of USA was
among “ some of themajor
contributionsmadeby VHP
of America.”

Classesat Ekal includea
mix of children from all
spheresof villagelife: Hindu
upper castes, lower castes,
tribals, and Muslims. Asof
March 2023, Uttar Pradesh
housed 17,188 Ekal schools,
where more than 519,301

O
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students wereenrolled.

It mandates that its
studentstofollow andbelieve
in Hindutva, aradicalized
formof Hinduism, by making
it apart of the compulsory
curriculum. Studentsacross
Ekal schoolsarebeingmade
tobelievethat being Hindu
equates to being more
“Indian” than following
another religion.

Whiletheschoolsmay be
freeforindividual families,
they do comeat asteep cost
for society: deepening
communal divisions and
further marginalizing
hundredsof millionsof non-
Hindu Indians.

CasteDiscrimination
ContinuestoGrow in

Delhi |1 Ts
A survey conducted by
Board of Student

Publicationswasputintocold
storageafter findingswere
presented to senior faculty;
newly formed SC/ST Cell
workingonafreshsurveyin
DelhilIT. Itisnot surprising
that such views often get
reflection in the vicious
oppositionreservation.

Even as allegations of
castediscriminationwithin
premierinstituteslikethel Ts
continuetogrow, asurvey of
undergraduate students
conducted by the Board of
Student Publications(BSP)
of thellT-Delhi in2019-20
hadrevealedthatwhile75per
cent SC/ST/OBC students

werefoundtobenegatively
affected by casteist
comments, asmany as59 per
cent students from the
general category reported
that they either agreewith
or are neutral to casteist
remarks.

Thesurvey findingscome
to light months after the
results of asimilar survey
conducted at 11 T-Bombay
had revealed widespread
caste discrimination on
campus. However, thell T-
Delhi survey, forthefirsttime,
attempts to record
sentiments of general
category students on the
subject. It showed that half
of general category
respondents admitted to
making casteist remarks
intentionally or otherwise. 15
per cent said they had made

the remarksintentionally.
Moreinsightsshowedthat on
average, 41 per cent
respondents across
categoriesreported castei st
remarks being made on
campus— intentionally or
otherwise, with 11 per cent
studentsreporting that they
“know of professors/
administrative staff who
have made casteist
comments’.
Despitethefindingsbeing
shared with senior
administrativefaculty, and
discussed at a Student
AffairsCouncil meetingin
2021, the report has since
been confined into cold

storage. Whilethe Board of
Student Publications was
advised not to make the
findings public and was
promised action by the
Office of Diversity and
Inclusion, itisunclear what
actiontheinstitute hastaken
since.

This year, two Dalit
studentsof theMathematics
and Computing Department
died by suicide at IIT-
D within months of each
other. Student organi sations
on campus sought an
investigation into alleged
caste discrimination by
certain faculty of the
departmentsconcerned. In
thewake of these suicides,
someorganisationshad last
monthtriedtoinitiateasurvey
on castediscrimination but
itwasshut down hoursafter

STUDY &

STRUGGLE

some students found it
“insensitiveandirrel evant”
andtheSC/ST Cdl saiditwas
never consulted about it.

TheSC/ST Cell andsome
organisationsarecurrently
workingoninitiating another
survey on caste
discriminationon campus.

Butmorethanthreeyears
beforell T-Delhi evenhadan
SC/ST Cell, theorganisation
had managed to completea
similar survey. Thesurvey
conductedviaGoogleforms
in2019-20 had captured 15
per cent of the total
undergraduatestrength of the
campusat thetime, following
whichtheBoard of Student
Publicationshad prepareda
report— whichwasshared
with the Dean (Student
Affairs) and the Dean
(Student Welfare) by the
Board that was el ected for
the2020-21tenure.

Thereportwasofficially
presented at an online
meeting of the Student
AffairsCouncil, theofficial
el ected student body, where
thestudentswere promised
that i ssuesarising out of the
findingswould beaddressed
by theOfficeof Diversity and
Inclusion.

Thereport alsonoted that
over 70 per cent of GC
respondents felt that
differential feestructurefor
reserved category students
was unfair — with the
percentage higher at 90 per
centfor GCrespondentswith
family incomeof over Rs9
lakh.A similar trendwasseen
among SC, ST, and OBC
students who felt the fee
structurewasunfair.
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K Satyanarayana: Founder-Builder

Kambhampati
Satyanarayana(Senior) was
among the founders and
builders of Communist
movement in South India,
along with Amir Haider
Khan.EarlieritwaswithM
Singaravelu, whowasalso
one of the founders of
Communist Party inAndhra
alongwithPSundarayyain
1934.

K Satyanarayanawas
born on July 17, 1909
inDoddavaram,
RajoleTaluka, East
Godavari districtinAP.He
belonged to amiddleclass
family, and hisfather carried
thesamenameashisson.He
wasdewanintheservicesof
Tunizamindar.

K Satyanarayanawas
studyinginKakinadawhen
Jallianwal aBagh massacre
took placein1919, leaving
adeep scar onhismindand
he decided to dedicate
himself to freedom
movement. WhileinHigh
School during 1921-22, he
heard the speeches of
Congress leaders such as
BulusuSambamurthy, M
Ragaiah Naidu, D
Subbammaand others. The
NCO movement was all
aroundthen. They collected
heapsof foreign cloth and
burnt them, and propagated
the cause of Swadeshi and
Khadi. Many Congress
leaderslefttheir lucrative
jobsandlivedvery simply
inKhadi clothes.

Satyanarayana moved
about with someimportant
leadersselling Khadi. He
himself begantospinKhadi.
Intwoyearshespunyarnfor
four dhotis, and gave his
father two of them!

Hewasalsoinspired by
the revolt led by
AlluriSitaramRajul.
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Visit of Gandhiji

Gandhiji visitedAndhra
Pradeshin 1929, and came
toTuni. Thelandlord hosted
him. A meeting of women
with Gandhiji wasarranged
inabighall. They donated
theirjewelry quiteliberally.

Intheevening meeting,
many people donated
money.Gandhiji declared
that for him, the'kanis’ or
small amountsdonated by
thepoor weremoreprecious
than the large amounts
donated by therich. The
incident took place when
Satyanarayanwasstudying
inBA inKakinadaCollege.
Around that time, Simon
CommissionvisitedIndia. A
strikewasorganizedinthe
KakinadaCollegewiththe
slogans‘ Simon Go Back!’
The students took out a
procession and a public
meeting was held in the
evening. It wasaddressed
by thefamousrevol utionary
leader Swami Kumaranand,
alsoaCommunist.

The following day
Satyanarayanamet
Kumaranand againinthe
house of Sambamurthy, the
secretary of the Compl ete
Independence Committee.
Theytalkedfor alongtime.
TheSwami gavehimabook
titled* TheMightand Myth
of Bolshevism’ by Rewi
Miller. Satyanarayanakept
reading the book for the
entirenight andfinished it
around morning. Anartist
friend of Satyanarayana
drew acopy of theportrait
of Leninand thebook was
returned.

Inactivepolitics

Satyanarayanapassed his
BAiIn1929.At 21, hetook
avow alongwithhisfriends
todedicatewholelifeforthe
country. They formed a
group to sell Khadievery

Sunday.

Congresshad passedthe
resolution of complete
independenceat Lahorein
themidnight of December
31, 1929. People and
studentsdecidedtoobserve
January 26 as the

‘Independence Day’.
Satyanarayana and some
othersorganized ahartal on
January 26,1930inMadras.
They had mobilized the
studentsinaprocessionand
went up to the Triplicane
Beach.

He dropped out of
studiesafter MA first year
and took part in the Salt
Satyagraha. Sundarayya
was also there in the
SatyagrahaCampalongwith
others.

In the meantime,
Satyanarayanajoined the
Congress, then CSP and
finally the CPI. In the
Congress presidential
electionsinTripuri, heand
many othersfromAndhra
voted for Bose, defeating
Pattabhi Sitaramayya.

Work in Congress

He was in the district
committeeof theCongress
inKakinada, andmobilized
volunteers for the Vemur
SatyagrahaCamp. Healso

ran an underground
cyclostyled paper called
‘Ranadundhubi’ (war drum)
for several months.

MeanwhiletheCD (civil
disobedience) movement
gathered speed. Thousands
went to jails. He courted

arrest on January 26, 1931,
andwassentencedtoRI for
six months. Hewassent to
the Rgjahmundry Jail, but
wasrel eased beforetheterm
was completed. The
younger elements were
disappointed with the
Gandhi-Irwin Pact.

Attending Congress
session

Afterreleasefromjail,
Satyanarayana went to
Karachi to attend the
Congress session as a
delegatefromAndhra. They
journeyed by ship from
Bombay to Karachi. Just
beforeboarding, they learnt
of thehangingsof Bhagat
Singh and associates. He
supported the proposal to
removethepart of resolution
condemning violence.

After return from
Karachi, hejoined asecret
society along with a
Congress leader in
Kakinada. Hea so attended
theDelhi session, whichhad

been banned. Hemanaged
toestablishconnectionwith
therevolutionary accusedin
Delhi Conspiracy Case.
Probably, it was
Vai shampayan, whom he
contacted, in 1932.
Vaishampayan was in-
charge of HSRA in north
India. Satyanarayanagot his
permissiontostartabranch
of HSRAiInAndhra. Heeven
securedarevolver andsome
cartridges.

Organizing CPI with
Amir Hyder Khan
Beforehecould proceed

further, Satyanarayanawas
askedtogoback toMadras.
Goingtherein1931-32, he
met Amir Hyder Khan, who
wasorganizingtheCPI in
southlndiaalongwithsome

others. He worked
underground asthe party
wasunder ban.

AmirHyder established
aYoung Workers' League
inMadras. They belonged
to printing and other
industries. Satyanarayana
becamepartof it. They tried
to inculcate class
consciousnessamong the
workers. Hehad becomea
party whole-timer, gettinga
paltry wage of Rs 25per
month, onwhichheandhis
wifeM anikyambasomehow
carriedon. They livedina
tramway worker’shouseat
ChintadripetinMadras.

‘Munnetram’ (progress)
waspublishedfromMadras
asparty’sofficia organ. Rga
Vadiveluwastheeditor as
well as the printer and
publisher. It provided
extensivecoveragetothe
proceedingsof theMeerut
Conspiracy Case.

Satyanarayanawassoon
arrested from West
Godavari district, and was
prosecuted on charge of
distributing copiesof the
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of CPI in Early 1930s

banned’ ViraBharati’, and
sent to Rajahmundry and
Bellaryjails.

Thereafter, heworkedfor
Swaraj paper run by
PrakasamPantulu from
Madras, and then hejoined
NewAgeasassistant editor
published by Siddi Raja.
L ater on Ghatebecameits
editor. It propagated
scientificsocialism.

L abour Protection

L eague

During 1935, heworked
in the Labour Protection
League. Inthemeantime, he
passed hisSMA asaprivate
candidate. ThelLeaguehad
spread to Guntur, Nellore
and other places. P
Sundarayyatooworkedin
it. It served as an open
platformforthe CPI.

Meanwhile, anumber of
periodica swerebrought out
by theLeaguefromvarious
towns and cities. ASK
lyengar, Vadivelu,
Bhashyam, Manikyam and
others worked in the
League. Satyanarayana
worked among the
municipal workers, asalso
among the press, tramway
workers. All India Press
Workers' Conferencewas
held for the first time in
Madras organized by the
L abour Protection League.

Heand V Narsing Rao
werearrestedfor distributing
‘ManaPrabha amongthe
municipal workers. Two
Congressmen defended
them. OnewasaHigh Court
judge, the other a pure
Gandhiite. They were
NSVaradachari and B
JagannadhaRaju,who
defended theminthecourt;
later hebecameaHigh Court
and then a Supreme Court
judge. Rao and
Satyanarayanaweresentto
Cuddaloreand Trichinopoly

jails.Hewasreleased only
in1936. By thattimetheline
of the party had changed
significantly. Dutt-Bradley
Theses helped CPI in a
positivemanner.

Satyanarayana |left
Madras for Kakinada,
taking up the CSP
responsibilities in East
Godavari district. District
peasant conference was
held in Kotipalli and an
agricultural workers’
organizations came up.
L abour unionswereset up
in various towns. Coir
workersof Kakinadawent
onstrike.

Provincial
elections, 1937

Theelectionsto Madras
provincia legidativecouncil
wereheldinFebruary 1937.
The main contest was
between Justice Party and
the Congress. Two
Communistssupported by
the Congress were also
elected. Communists
supported the Congressin
all other constituencies. In
thepublicmeetings, boththe
Tricolor andthe Red Flag
were hoisted together.
Satyanarayanaand others
wentvillagetovillage, house
to house for election
campaign. Itindeed wasa
great experience. They were
alsobeatenuponoccasions.
Congressgovernment was
installedinMadrasProvince
despite hurdlescreated by
theGovernor.

Soon, elections to the
provincial Congress
committeeswereheld: he
contestedagainst MCRaju,
aright-winger, and defeated
himfor the PCC.

JusticeParty bans

political school!

Atfirst Reddy Naidu of
Justi ce Party wasappointed
theprimeminister (today’s

chief minister). Duringthis
timeapolitical school was
organized at K othapatnam
in Guntur by Andhra
Provincid YouthLeagueand
Socialist Party.
Satyanarayanatootaughtin
theschool. District Congress
leadershelpedfinancially.
Congress leaders moved
around in the villages
collectingmoney forit.

After two weeks, the
Justice Party government
banned the school! The
participantsdefied theban
and were lathi-charged.
Many werearrested. Protest
meetingswerewidely held.
Soonthe Congresscameto
power, ban was removed
and all wererel eased.

AP CSP started apaper
called *Navashakti’ by
1937-end, and
Satyanarayana was a
member of its editorial
board. Hethereforemoved
toBezwada(Vijayawada).
It supportedtheprogressive
steps of the Congress
ministry and criticized the
retrogressiveones.

Important Communists
became members of the
APCC and even of the
AICC. Satyanarayana
attended Haripura (1938)
andTripuri (1939) Congress
sessionsfromAP.

Another political school
was held in
MathenavaramPalem in
1938, attended by over 300
participants.Almost half the
CC of CPI was present.
Guntur district Congress
leaders rendered all the
possible help.
Satyanarayanawasateacher
inthisschool al so.

DuringWWw I1
‘Navashakti’ wasclosed
down and many went
underground.
Satyanarayanaheld secret

Biographies of

Communist L eader s—96

Anil Rajimwale

meetings as well as open
ones. He prepared ahuge
mayp of theWar theatreand
startedtoexplainthebattle
positions. Hewasarrested
and interned in Vellore
Central Jail with200others.
Intense debate broke out
insideafter the USSR was
attackedin 1941.

Amongtheprisonerswas
KB Krishna, agreat Marxist
intellectual,whohadreturned
fromtheUSandwhowrote
extensively onmaterialism
and dialectics in Indian
philosophy and other
subjects. He explained
Marx’sCapital intheclasses
inthejail. After Nazi attack
ontheUSSR, heprepared
adocument advocating a
changeinthepolitica lineand
sent it out. Satyanarayana
later onwroteabout lifeand
worksof KB Krishna. The
CCCPl dsogradually came
over to the positionsin
Krishna sdocumentonmany
iSsues.

After rel ease,
Satyanarayanajoinedthe
editorial board of

Prajashakti, theorganof the
provincial CPI.
Satyanarayana was later
critical of theway 1942line
wasimplemented.

LikeinBengal,therewas
a severe famine in the
Rayalseemaregion those
days. Theparty didlotof relief
work.

Post-WW I

In the 1946 elections,
CPI polled hugenumber of
votes, and onemember was
elected to the Provincial
Assembly. After elections,
a new government was
installedin Madrasunder
Prakasam. TheCommunists
at thistimelaunched ahuge

peasant movement agai nst
Challapalli Raja. The
governmentintroducedwhat
came to be known as the
‘Prakasam Ordinance’.
Satyanarayana was also
detained. After release, the
Communists and the
Congressmen jointly
celebrated the
independenceof India

Satyanarayanawas in
favour of withdrawal of the
armedstruggleinTelangana.

Positionson wor ld
Communist movement

Satyanarayanafavoured
thecriticismof Stalinmade
by Khrushchev generally for
his (Stalin’s) ‘arbitrary,
authoritarian and anti-
Marxist tendencies and
excesses' .Satyanarayana
sharply criticized the
Chinese positions. He
condemned the Naxalite
movement for ‘their wild
admirationandimitation of
the Communist Party of
China’. Their line was
nothingbut arevisededition
of the AndhraTheses’ of
1948-50.

Kambhampati
Satyanarayana(Sr) diedon
January 16, 1983. At the
timehewasbusy writinga
history of the Communi st
movementinAndhraregion.

Kambhampati
Manikyambawasthewife
of K Satyanarayana, who
worked shoulder to
shoulder with him
throughout. Shewasarrested
several timesand attended
the political schools. She
worked in the Andhra
Provincial Women’s
Association set up by the
CPI, and carved out her own
placeinsocial and political
life.
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Solidarity with Far-Right
to have Ominous Portent

Itisnow afull-fledged
war between Pal estinian
militantsandlsradl. Inthelast
four days,nearly two
thousand havebeenkilled.
Allindicationspointtofurther
escalationinvolvingtheother
militantsfriendlywithHameas
on the one side, and big
assistance to the far-
rightNetanyahuregimeby
theUSand other western
nations. So far, noworld
body including theUnited
Nations hastalked of the
cessation of thehostilities.
BothHamasandthelsrael
aredeterminedtofighttill the
end, it seems.

Inthelasttwoyears, this
isthesecond bigwar after
the attack on Ukraine by
Russia onFebruary 24,
2022.nthelast 20 months
since Ukraine war, there
have been
countlessmeetings and
appealsfor theend of war,
chiefly from the Global
South, anddiscussionshave
been held at boththe UN,
andother multilatera forums
including the G20, but so
far,nobreakthroughhasbeen
made. TheRussia-Ukraine
war continues, costingover
10,000livesand enormous
destruction of propertiesin
both the Ukraine and
Russian cities
nearingUkraineborder.

Prime Minister
NarendraM odi whoisstill
thehead of the G20, andlast
month claimed thebig
successof the G20 summit
in Delhi, in atweet on
October 7, expressed deep
shock bythenewsof Hamas
attacksonlsrael. PM said
that Indiastandsinsolidarity
withlsrad atthisdifficulthour
andthoughtsandprayersare
withtheinnocentvictimsand
theirfamilies. PMcertainly
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canexpresshisshock atthe
sudden Hamasattack and
the death of
innocentcivilians, buttaking
of Indiastandinginsolidarity
with Israel without
menti oni ng anythi ngabout
theneed for theend of the
war and not mentioningthe
Palestine issue at all,
indicatesa deep shift in
India’s position in this
continuing |l srael-Palestine
dispute.

Itissignificantthat sofar
theexternal affairsministry
did not issue any official
statement, theExternal
Affairs Minister Dr S
Jaishankar only circulated
the PM tweet. Itiscertain
that PM’s position in
thetweet has landed the
external affairsministryina
bit of asoup, whichwill now
be forced toexplain this
contrary stanceto most of
thecountriesof the Global
South. Apart from the
Arabnations, themembers
of theAfricanUnion, whom
thelndian PrimeMinister
gavenewmembershipto G
20at the September summit,
will notbecomfortablewith
the out and outpro-lsraeli
stand of the PM.

Thesituationcanstill be
savedif thePM ortheEAM
issuesan el aboratestatement
onthepresent West Asian
war, correcting some
misconceptionswhichhave
certainly beenaroused
among the Global South
members. PM will be
addressingthevirtual G20
meetinNovember thisyear
—hislast assignment asthe
G20head. If thepresentwar
continues, thelndianPM will
have to face many
embarrassing questions
from the Global South
membersat this virtual

Nitya Chakraborty

summit. Thecredibilitywhich
the Indian PM earned
through his
diplomaticsuccessinthe
Ukrainewar issue, hasgot
shatteredwiththisstandon
Hamas-Israel war.

India’spositionisakinto
that of G7 nationsled by
USA andnotwiththeGlobal
South asalso Russia and
China.

TheCongressParty inits
statement whileexpressing
its shock at the Hamas
attack and thedeath of the
innocent Isradli civilianshas
also underlined
simultaneously theneedfor
apermanent settlement of the
Palestinequestion. TheCPI
national secretariatinits
statementcalled upon
internationa community, the
United Nations and the
Governmentof Indiatomake
effortsfor theestablishment
of permanent peace by
supporting thetwo states
solutionwith pre-1967
bordersand East Jerusalem
asthecapital of Palestine.

Western nationsandthe
international mediahave
been portrayingtheHamas
asterroristsanddemons, but
Hamas is the main
Palestinianmilitantforcein
theGazastripandtheyhave
been fighting the Israeli
sniper attacksfor thelast
few years, especially since
the lastelection, with
Benjamin Netanyahu
making hiscomeback asthe
Israeli PrimeMinister.

Netanyahu heads the
mostright-winggovernment
in Israel’s history. It is
|abelledfascistevenby some
oppositionpartiesin|srael

itself, including the
Communist Party. Someof
itsownministersagree: its

Finance Minister
Bezal el Smotrich describes
himsel f as a

“fascisthomophobe.” The
|sraeli PM’sinfamousNation
State Law of 2018
formalised thesubordinate
statusof theone-fifthof its
citizenswho constitutethe
‘Isragli Arabs . Thistermis
used as | srael declinesto
recognize Palestine as a
nation and Pal estiniansas
sovereignpeople.

This, together withthe
systemic oppression of
Palestiniansintheir own

illegally occupied
orbesieged lands, has
prompted the most

prominent liberal human
rights organisations in
theworld, Amnesty
International and Human
RightsWatch, to agreethat
Israel isan apartheidstate.

Amnesty assessed that
theroutine” massivesaizures
of Palestinian land and
property,unlawful killings,
forcible transfer, drastic
movement restrictions, and
thedenial of nationalityand
citizenshiptoPalestinians’
amounted to a single
overarching system of
repression” whichamounts
to apartheid under
international law.” Yet not
only has Israel operated
suchasystemforyears, itis
gettingworse. Hundredsof
Pal estinianshad beenkilled
in 2023 beforeHamas
launched its assault on
Saturday; theUnitedNations
already deemed it the
deadliestyearfor Pdestinians
since 2006.

Netanyahu’s bid to
overhaul Israel’sjudiciary
andgiveanincreasingly far-

right Knesset theability to
overruletheSupremeCourt
will only accel eratethetheft
and colonisation
of Pdestinianland. Hisultra-
racist security minister
Itamar Ben-Gvir hasbeen
promised anew” national
guard” tocommandthat will
terrorise Palestinian
communities: even Benny
Gantz,a recent Israeli
defenceminister and deputy
primeminigter,warnsthetthis
will beaprivatearmy anda
law untoitself.

Asthelsragl-Hamaswar
entered its fourth day,
Netanyahu-led Israel is
pummellingtheGazaStrip,
land and sea-blocked with
noescaperoute, withbombs
enmasse. Hospitals,schooals,
high-risebuildings, heritage
mosqguesand eventhethird
oldest church in the
worldhave been razed to
dust, taking with them
innumerablepreciouslives.
Gazan children
andjournalistsaregetting
killed by Israel’s blind
revenge. Entirefamiliesare
being wiped out inthese
genocidal attacks on the
civilian population, while
possibly also killing the
| sraelihostagesand prisoners
of warinHamascustody in
the process. Gaza, the
world’s largestopen air
prisonwithover 2million
Pd estinians,isasittingduck.
Inthelight of this, Prime
Minister Modi’s post
unequivocally sidingwith
Israel isthereforeboundto
godowninhistoryasagross
errorinjudgment. How can
Indiaproject itself asthe
‘voiceof theGlobal South’
ifit' ssotragicaly atoddswith
what theGlobal Souththinks
aboutthisprotractedconflict
that isthelsrael-Palestine
issue?
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Ice Shelves Collapsing in Antarctica

Thepast coupleof years
inAntarcticahavebeena
rough and tumbleaffair of
erratic climatechangewith
record-hightemperatures
andtotally unexpectedice
shelf collapse. Thecontinent
is starting to reflect the
impact of awarming planet
that’s just too hot for icy
comfort. So, what surprises
will this year’s summer
season bring?

At the tail end of
Antarctica' s2022 summer,
during thestart of autumn/
March ‘22, temperatures
along the eastern coast
spiked 70°F (39°C) above
normal. Scientistscalledit
“unthinkable.” Accordingto
Edward Blanchard-
Wrigglesworth, Department
of Atmospheric Sciences,
University of
Washington: ”Wefoundthat
temperatureanomaly, the
39-degree temperature
anomaly, that’ sthelargest
anywhere ever measured
anywhere in the world.”
(Source: ScientistsFound
theMost IntenseHeat Wave
Ever Recorded - in
Antarctica, TheWashington
Post, September 24, 2023)

Within weeks, the
unthinkablehappenedinEast
Antarctica. Conger ceShelf
suddenly  collapsed.
AccordingtoNASA: “Itis
relatively commonforice
shelves in Antarctica to
spawn icebergs, itisless
commonfor aniceshelf to
completely disintegrate. The
collapsehasreshaped apart
of theAntarcticlandscape
wherecoastal glacial icewas
oncethought to be stable.
Thechangehappenedfast...
All of thepreviouscollapses
have taken place in West
Antarctica, not East
Antarctica, which until
recently hasbeenthought of
asrelatively stable. Thisis
something like a dress
rehearsal for what wecould
expect from other, more
massiveiceshelvesif they

continue to melt and
destabilize. Thenwe ll really
bepast theturnaround point
intermsof dowingsealevel

rnse .

Antarctica supcoming
summer of 2023 with
sunshine24/7from October
thru February will bringa
new seasonthatisespecialy
notableconsideringthefact
that global warming strutted
itsstuff duringAntarctica’s
dark winter months of
March-to-October 2023,
setting new hightemperature
recordsand especially true
of global warming’simpact
onabnormally high ocean
temperatures, which serve
toundercut andweakenice
shelves: “The Southern
Ocean has warmed
substantialy,” thuscreating

higher risksfor 90 percent
of theworld’ ssurfacewater
thatisimpermanently locked
inice.

Already, strangethings
may be happening. For
example, accordingtoanon-
authoritative source, the
crucid PinningPoint5isgone
at Thwaites/Pine Island
glaciers. That sourceclaims
thisrisksan accel eration of
glacial flow andtermedthe
occurrence ““an
emergency,” but that hasnot
been verified by other
sources. It should be noted
that the source has a
reasonabl etrack record of
followingAntarcticevents
that later makenews. Along

Robert Hunziker

theway, theerraticbehavior
of theclimate system over
thepast 18-24 monthsisof
major concern, as global
heat has enveloped the
planet, setting recordsfrom
the peaks of the tallest
mountainsintheAlpstothe
deepest interior of
Antarctica, amost asif the
climate system s
programmedtokeepturning
up the thermostat,
regardless of location,
regardlessof time, whatever
season. Of course, thisisas
threateningto survival of
Antarctica’sicy statureas
itisfatal to the world’'s
coastal cities.

Polar Amplificationin

Antar ctica

Timesarechangingfast
asAntarctica, likeitscousin
up north, heats up much
faster than the rest of the
planet. According to Dr.
Mathieu Casado,
L aboratoiredes Sciencedu
Climatet del’ Environment/
France, there is direct
evidencethat Antarcticais
undergoing “polar
amplification.”

In plain English, itis
heating up much faster than
theoverall planet, whichis
horribly threateningnews. In
fact, the study found the
continentisheating up per
decade as much as
50percentover climate

models. Thisisashockerto
climatescientistsandshould
beof seriousconcerntoany
sane/grounded person. It
speaksto the necessity of
takingimmediateaction by
nation/states to convert

energy systems to
renewables.
AccordingtotheCasado

study, Antarctica swarming
“isalmosttwiceasstrongas
global warming estimated
by the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change
(I1PCC) also 20-
50percentlarger than the
estimatesfromtheclimate

modelsusedto producethe
IPCCreports-evenin East
Antarctica, which was
believed to be largely
unaffectedby climatechange
so far.” Accordingly, the

W_ g

study anticipates “dire
consequencesfor thelow-
lyinglands... furtherwarning
of the consequences of
greenhousegasemissions,
even in one of the most
remote partsof theworld.”

Therefore, sealevel rise
ascurrently anticipated by
consensusopinionisvery
likely too low in terms of
potential and resultant
coastal impacts, including
calculations used by the
IPCC, underestimating
global warming’simpact on
Antarcticaby awidemargin.

[tisinstructivetolook at
the latest IPCC report,
which is a synthesis d/d
March 2023 that integrates

thefindingsfromitsSixth
Assessment Report Cycle,
stating: “ Climatechangeis
widespread, rapid, and
intensifying... Thereisa
rapidly closing window of
opportunity to secure a
livableandsustainablefuture
for all. Choicesmadethis
current decadewill impact
usnow andfor thousandsof
years.” Thus,thel PCC puts
the decade of the 2020son
apedestal of achievement
that must beachieved, orit’ll
crash.

AccordingtothelPCC’s
Best-Caseanalysis: “1f the
worldbandstogethertodash
emissionsimmediately, the
world can avoid the most
catastrophicversionof the
climate crisis, but it will
continue to warm until at
|east mid-century, duetothe
impact of past emissions.”
For example, somechanges
that are already set in
motion, likesealevel rise,
areirreversibleover many
decades. Adaptation is
necessary.

In point of fact, the
Casado study adds a
haunting new perspectiveto
the 6™ Assessment Report,
Antarctica’'s warming is
almost twice as strong as
stated by the IPCC. Inthe
find andysis thestudy means
thel PCCvastly understates
theimpact of globa warming
on Antarctica, which can
only mean that low-lying
coastal citiesshouldbuild
massiveseawalls.

Afterall,accordingtothe
Miami Herald regarding
southernFlorida, withinthe
next coupleof years. Some
KeysRoadsWill Flood by
2025Dueto SeaRise, Fixing
Them Could Cost 750
Milliondollar, Miami Herdd,
Oct. 21, 2021.

Andthis: “ Several parts
of coastal North Carolina
couldfall victimtoextreme
flooding in the very near

On Page 12
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Communist Party of Indianational
council secretary BinoyViswam MP
wrotethefollowingletter on October
8, 2023 to Union minister for external
affairsDr SJaishankar, urging himto
ensure safety of Indians stranded in
West Asia:

| writetoyou seekingyour intervention
regardingthesafety and security of Indian
citizensstranded in West Asianregion
amidst the ongoing conflict between
| srael and Hamasthat hasassumedvery
seriousdimensions. Itispainful for Indians
that thelndiangovernmentwasquickin
announcing support to I srael instead of
ensuringthesafety of Indiancitizensfirdt.

Asyouareaware, therearethousands
of Indiancitizensintheregionasworkers,
small businessmen, studentsandtourists.
A significant number of themarefrom
thestateof Kerala. Intheevent of recent
attacksand counterattacks by I sraeli
security forcesand Hamas, thelivesof

Ensure Safety of I ndians
In West Asia: CPI MP

theselndiancitizensareindanger. | request
your interventionincarryingoutimmediate
evacuation processto safely rescuethem
fromthewar-likesituation. India shistoric
tieswith countriesin West Asiaand our
championing the cause of self-
determination have earned atraditional
goodwill for us. Indiahashad ahistory
of successful rescueoperationstoensure
thesafety of itscitizens. | believethat you
will takeupthematter withtheseriousness
it merits.

| also urge you to ensure that the
government stayscommittedtoIndia’'s
traditional stance of supporting the
legitimateinterestsof Palestinefor alife
of dignity, respectandhumanrights. India's
effortson legitimateforumsto ensure
permanent peaceintheregion by upholding
relevant United Nationsresol utionsfor
the two-state solution with pre-1967
bordersand East Jerusalemasthecapital
of Palestinewill provevaluableinensuring
lastingtranquility intheregion.

Organize Mass Movement...

From Page 06

socialist ideals and turn
thecountry intoacorporate-
run Hindu state. Through
saffronisation, privatization
and commercialization,
education hasbeen madea
highly priced onethat the
children of poor
workingclassfamilieswill
remain deprived of
education. Inour statetoo,
the endof the public
education system has
started. He called for a
strongmovement againstthe
Centre'sNationa Education
Policy (2020) andthestate’'s
new education policy.

Addressing the
convention West Bengal
statecouncil secretary of the
Communist Party of India
said that a right-wing
communal fascist party, the
BJR isinpower at theCentre
andtheTrinamool Congress,
adeeply corrupt autocratic
party,isinpower inthestate.
Students should come

forwardtofight againstboth
New Age Weekly

theforces. Hesaid that the
BJP government at the
Centre, whichbelievesinthe
ideology of RSSand is
controlled by corporates
wants to destroy India’s
pluralisticculture. And by
removing theword secul ar
fromthe Constitutionthey
want tomakesecular India
into a Hindu State. They
wanteducation to be
saffronized, privatized and
commercialized. Theywant
toremovehistorical events
fromthehistory curriculum
andintroducemythological
mythsinstead. Throughthe
National Education Policy
(2020), they on one hand
want to complete
theprivatizationof education
and ontheother hand, want
toturnitintoacommercial
product by privatizingit. The
god of thiseducational policy
istomakeblind devoteesby
depriving thechildren of
ordinary families of the
opportunity of education.
Heurgedtobuildastronger
sudentmovementinthestate

with thelessons from the
AISF national conference.

Presenting the
organizational report at the
state convention,
Statesecretary,
VikramBahadurMandal,
said that after Trinamool
cametopower, student union
electionsin colleges and
universities havebeen
stopped. Therightsof the
studentsarebeing denied.
Theconditionof education
in our stateis very bad.
Many bureaucratsincluding
theformer educationminister
areinjail today. Ourfightis
against boththe corrupt
Trinamool government and
the communal
BJPgovernment.

Gautam Roy, aformer
student leader and a
member of theparty’sstate
secretariat, called for
strengthening the student
movementinthecomingdays
by highlightingthevarious
experiencesof thestudent
movementintheconvention.
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Ice Shelves Collapsing...

From Page 11

future... severa portionsof
North Carolinacan beseen
below theannual floodlevel
by theyear 2030.” Breaking
News, Fox8/North
Carolina, July 21, 2023.

Indeed, mainstreamnews
outletsliketheMiami Herald
and Fox8 Newsareringing
thebell at thetown square,
warning about sealevel rise
flooding portionsof Florida
andNorth Carolina... real
soon!

Andthis.Accordingtothe
National Oceanic and
Atmospheric
Administration, the Gulf
Coast regionsaw morethan
a1,000% increase in the
number of hightideflooding
daysin 2020 over the past
twodecades. (Source: Gulf
Coast Seal evel Rising at
‘Unprecedented’ Rate,
Recent Studies Find,
HoustonPublicMedia,April
12, 2023)

Inturn, all abovebrings
to surface questionsabout
motives of people who
denigrate, attack, and
belittletheclimatechange
issue, human-caused global
warming, and renewables
thereby servingtoblock or
interferewith nationwide
efforts to do something
constructive. Their lineof
thinkingisextraordinarily
dangeroustothecountryin
thefaceof actual flooding
events along America’s
coasts that are locked
|oaded and ready for more
action very  soon.

Mainstream news has
clearlyidentifiedimpending
danger.

According to the
National Oceanic and
AtmosphericAdministration
(NOAA), sealevel riseover
thenext 30yearswill equal
thepast 100years. “Inthe
United States, the most
vulnerablepopulationslive
on the East and Gulf
Coasts... Theacceleration
of sealevel risealongthese
coastsis‘ unprecedentedin
at least 120 years.”
(Source: Acceleration of
U.S. Southeast and Gulf
Coast Sea-Level Rise
Amplified by Internal
ClimateVariability, Nature
Communications, April
2023)

TheAntarcticsummer of
2023isonshaky footing as
global heatisonthemarch
worldwide like never
before, and it knows no
boundariesfrom south to
north, every ecosystem
everywhereisfair game. Of
course, amajor concernis
rapid acceleration of ice
shelf disintegration,
especially fragile West
Antarctica where Pine
IdandGlacier and Thwaites
Glacier are already the
fastest changing and most
unstable glaciers in the
world. Incidentally,
Thwaiteshasanickname:
TheDoomsday Glacier.

Robert Hunziker is a
journalistfromLosAngeles
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Narges, the Warrior,
Awarded Nobel Peace Prize

NargesMohammadi has
rightly been chosen as an
awardee of the2023 Nobel
Peace Prize by the
NorwegianNobel Committee
for her fight against the
oppressionof womeninlran
and her fight to promote
humanrightsandfreedomfor
all. Her brave struggle has
come with tremendous
personal costs. Altogether,
theregimehasarrested her
13times, convicted her five
times, and sentenced her to
atotal of 31yearsinprison
and 154 |ashes. Mohammadi
isstill inprison.

She declares, “Iran’s
“brave, resilient, lively and
hopeful women” wouldattain
victory.

“Victory means
establishing democracy,
peaceand humanrightsand
endingtyranny.” “Wewill not
back down.”

In September 2022 a
young Kurdish woman,
MahsaJinaAmini, waskilled
whileinthecustody of the
[ranianmorality police. Her
killingtriggeredthelargest
political demonstrations
against Iran’s theocratic
regime since it came to
power in 1979. Under the
slogan “Woman — Life —
Freedom”, hundreds of
thousands of Iranianstook
part in peaceful protests
against the authorities’
brutality and oppression of
women. Theregimecracked
down hard onthe protests:
morethan 500 demonstrators
werekilled. Thousandswere
injured, includingmany who
were blinded by rubber
bulletsfired by thepolice. At
least 20,000 people were
arrested and heldinregime
custody.

Themottoadopted by the
demonstrators—*Woman—
Life—Freedom” —suitably
expressesthededicationand
work of Narges
Mohammadi.

Nargesfightsfor women
against systematic

discrimination and
oppression. She supports
women’s struggle for the
righttolivefull anddignified
lives. Thisstruggleacross
Iran has been met with
persecution, imprisonment,
tortureand even death. She
fights for freedom of
expression and theright of
independence, and against
rules requiring women to
remain out of sight and to
cover their bodies. The
freedom demandsexpressed
by demonstratorsapply not
only to women, but to the

entirepopulation.

Inthe1990s, asayoung
physics student, Narges
Mohammadi was already
distinguishing herself asan
advocate for equality and
women’s rights. After
concluding her studies, she
worked as an engineer as
well asacolumnistinvarious
reform-minded newspapers.
In2003 shebecameinvolved
with the Defenders of
Human Rights Center in
Tehran, an organisation
founded by Nobel Peace
Prizelaureate Shirin Ebadi.
In 2011 Mohammadi was
arrestedfor thefirsttimeand
sentenced to many years of
imprisonment for her efforts
to assist incarcerated
activistsandtheir families.

Twoyearslater, after her
releaseonbail, Mohammadi
immersed herself in a
campaign against useof the
death penalty. Iran haslong

been among the countries
that execute the highest
proportionof theirinhabitants
annually. Just since January
2022, morethan860prisoners
havebeen punished by death
inlran.

Her activismagainst the
death penalty led tothere-
arrestof Mohammadi in2015,
and to a sentence of
additiond yearsbehindwalls.
Upon her returntoprison, she
began opposingtheregime’'s
systematicuseof tortureand
sexualised violenceagainst

political prisoners, especialy
women, thatispractisedin
Iranian prisons.

Last year’s wave of
protestsbecameknowntothe
political prisonersheldinside
thenotoriousEvinprisonin
Tehran. Once again,
Mohammadi assumed
|eadership. From prisonshe
expressed support for the
demonstratorsand organised
solidarity actionsamong her
fellow inmates. Theprison
authorities responded by
imposing even stricter
conditions. Mohammadi was
prohibited from receiving
calls and visitors. She
nevertheless managed to
smuggleout anarticlewhich
the New York Times
published on the one-year
anniversary of MahsaJina
Amini’skilling. Themessage
was: “ The more of usthey
lock up, the stronger we
become.” From captivity,

Mohammadi hashelpedto
ensurethat theprotestshave
not ebbed out.

NargesMohammadi isa
woman, a human rights
advocate, and a freedom
fighter. Inawarding her this
year’s Nobel Peace Prize,
the Norwegian Nobel
Committeewishesto honour
her courageous fight for
humanrights, freedom, and
democracy in Iran. This
year’s peace prize also
recognisesthe hundreds of
thousandsof peoplewho, in

the preceding year, have
demonstrated against the
theocraticregime'spolicies
of discrimination and
oppressiontargetingwomen.
Only by embracing equal
rightsfor all cantheworld
achieve the fraternity
between nationsthat Alfred
Nobel soughttopromote. The
award to Narges
Mohammadi followsalong
tradition in which the
NorwegianNobel Committee
hasawarded thepeaceprize
tothoseworkingtoadvance
social justice, humanrights,
and democracy. These are
important preconditionsfor
lasting peace.

The Left forcesin Iran
havebeensolidly backingthe
struggling women to
preservedtheir humandignity.
Women’suprisinginlranis
the voice of womeninthe
world. Theongoinguprising
of womeninlranispart of

Diary of

| nternational

Events
C. Adhikesavan

thegloba women’srebellion
and aproduct of 44 yearsof
resistanceby thewomenwho
never surrendered. Thislong
resistancefinally arrived at
the famous uprising of
“Women, Life, Freedom”
whichissued aclear verdict
onthetheocraticregimein
Iran: Thelslamic Republic
of Iranmust beoverthrown!
The Left forces have
declaredthat thisregime(the
IRI [Islamic Republic of
Iran]) created horrendous
social relationshby grafting
Islam-o-slave relations to
capitalist-imperialist
relations, strengtheningthe
chains of women’s
oppression. This regime,
combined stateandreligion
inorder to “sanctify” dire
misery and lack of basic
rightsof themassesandtheir
brutal capitalistexploitation,
pushingandkeepingthemin
submission. It murdered or
imprisoned the best
revolutionary women and
men of Iran. With its
reactionary “anti-
imperidism,” thelRI hastried
tohideitsdependenceonthe
global imperialist system. It
has trained armies of
obscurantisttheocratsinlran
and throughout theMiddle
East. It has dispatched its
criminal IRGC (Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps)
beyond Iranianbordersinto
Iraq and Syriain order to
commit crimesagainst the
peoplesof those countries.
It hasstolenland and water
of the peasants and has
destroyedtheir environment.
It has oppressed Kurdish,
Balouch, Arab, Turk,
TurkmenandL or nationaities
inlran. Theexperienceof 44
years of theocratic rulein
Iran hasdemonstrated that
wherever religious
fundamentalismprevails, an
intense patriarchy and
aggressive misogyny will
prevail. But patriarchal
oppression, also reignsin
secular stateswithundeniable
intensity.
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Call to Defeat BJP...

From Front Page

LokSabha seats and will
defeat theBJPintheentire
state. Ghosi hasshownit.

Before the national
leaders spoke, the state
secretary of theCommunist
Party of IndiaArvind Raj
Swaroop, inhisaddresssaid
that minorities are being
attacked inthecountry as
well asinthestate. Peoples
rightsarebeing curtailed.
Democracy isweakening.
Every day some
announcementsaremadebut
all theseannouncementsare
fase Theyouthisdttingidle
at home. Dalitsare being
killed. Thosetorturing Dalits
areroamingfree. They have
no fear. The government
givescommunal slogansto

avoidthese questions, its
ministers are also
makingcommunal speeches.

Minorities are being
targeted. Sometimeslove
jihad comes, sometimes
Ccowscome, sometimesthey
come to Pakistan,
sometimes they come to
China, sometimesthey raise
Indiaand now they bring
Sanatana. He said people
are facing murderous
challenges, they havetobe
protected fromall thisand
thegovernment hasto keep
aconstantvigil oneveryday
attacksevenonthelivesof
people. Government
machineryistoday generaly
used against those who
opposeit, beittheED, the
CBI, and others.

Speaking on the
occasion, CPI(M) general
secretary SitaramYachuri
saidthepoliticsof hateand
violenceisbeingcommitted
by theBJPinthecountry and
peoplearewitnesstoit.

The BJP government
wants to change the
country’sConstitution, to
change the economic
policies,destroy secularism
andtotakeaway work and
employment opportunities
and educationopportunities
and social justice
opportunities.

The people of Uttar
Pradesh havetofightitand
defeat the BJP.

Communist Party of
India-Marxist (CPI-ML)
national general secretary
Dipankar Bhattacharyasaid

thewomen'’sreservationhill
was passed by a special
session of Parliament but
neither reservationwasgiven
nor will it beimplemented
before 2024.

He appealed to the
peopleof Uttar Pradeshto
play abigrolein2024 and
defeat the BJP.

MrDevarajan, general
secretary of theAll India
ForwardBloc, saidtheraly
isatimely call andtheBJP
hastoleavein 2024 asit has
|looted thepeopleinevery
way.

The National General
Secretary of the
LoktantrikJanata Dal,
JavedRaza said that the
democraticforcesstandwith
thegoal sof today’srally and
itisnow an opportunity to

October 15-21, 2023

teachthe BJPalesson and
protect theinterestsof the
peopleof thecountry while
protecting the democracy
and Constitution of the
country.

The meeting was also
addressed by CPMs
SubhashiniAli, State
Secretary Heeralal Yadav,
senior CPI(M) leader
I shwari Prasad Kushwaha,
Krishna Adhikari and
L oktantrikJanataDal (LJD)
regional president Zuber
AhmadQureshi andAll India
Forward Bloc General
Secretary K Udaynath
Singh.

Therallywasheldinan
atmosphereof greatjoy and
peopleresolved to defeat
theBJPin 2024 and bring
topower thelndiaalliance.
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LIC’s Market Share Drops to 59 Per cent

The share of Life
Insurance Corporation of
India(L1C) inmonthly new
businesspremium(NBP)in
the life insurance sector
declinedto58.5per centin
September 2023from 68.25
per cent in September 2022
—adropof 975basispoints
— owingtoshortcomingsin
theproduct and distribution
sideof business. However,
the market share saw a
marginal uptick fromthe
57.37 per centrecordedin
Augustthisyear.

Accordingtothemonthly
businessdatarel eased for
September 2023 by theL ife
InsuranceCouncil,theNBP
of LI1C up to September
2023 stood at Rs92,462.62
croreascompared to about
Rs1.25trillioninthesame

period ayear ago.

As a result, the life
insuranceindustry’sNBP
declinedamost 13 per cent
duringthefirstsix monthsto
about Rs1.59trillion.

Lower sales of
participating productsand
lack of competitive non-
participating products,along
with the changes madeto
product featuresandpricing,
haveledtothedeclineinthe
market shareof LI1C, said
insurance analysts.
Meanwhile, the share of
privatelifeinsurerssaw a
steady increaseto41.50 per
cent in September 2023
from 31.75 per cent in
September 2022.

Among private life

insurers, themarket shareof
HDFC Life Insurance in

NBProseto 8.31 per cent
from6.07 per centandthat
of SBI Life Insurance to
10.27 per centfrom7.19 per
cent.

ICICI Prudential Life
Insurance, BggAllianzLife
Insurance, and Max Life
Insurance saw anear less
than oneper cent increase
intheir market sharefrom
September 2022.

AccordingtotheAnnual
Report 2022-23, the state-
owned lifeinsurer had 16
participating products, 20
non-participating products,
11 group products, and
eight riders. Of the new
policiesgeneratedinthis
period, 94.39 per cent of the
policieswereparticipating
productsand 5.61 per cent
of policies were non-

participating products.

Meanwhile, on the
distribution side, higher
dependence on agent-led
networksfor sallingpolicies,
instead of bank assurance
and other alternative
methods, isimpedinggrowth
inpremium.

Analystsexpect growth
inlifeinsurancepremiumto
be driven mainly by the
country’slarge section of
young population who
depend more on digital
services to choose their
insurancepolicies. Persisting
reliance on traditional
methods will affect the
premium. Inaddition, the
higher commissionstructure
of agents also affects the
profitmarginsof LIC.

During 2022-23, more

than 96 per cent of LIC’s
first-year premium was
generated through agents
andinsuranceadvisors. On
the other hand, the major
privateinsurers— SBI Life
Insurance Company and
HDFC Life Insurance
Company —generatedonly
18 per cent and 20 per cent,
respectively, of their
businessthrough agents.

“Digital initiatives of
privateinsurersto enhance
customer service have
providedthemanedgeover
LIC. Thisincludestheease
of taking on board
customers and agents
throughdigital solutions, redl-
timetracking of claimsas
waell asvirtua meetingswith
customerstoresolvetheir
queries,” said Manogna
Vangari, insuranceanalyst,
Global Data.

On (Kecord ...

India sformer PrimeMinister and Bhartiya
Janata Party (BJP) leader Atal Bihari
Vajpayee inagathering, dated almost forty
Six yearsago, had stoodinsupport of Palestine
and demanded I srael to* vacatetheland’ . The
video hasresurfaced amid the ongoing war
between|sragl, and Hamasfightersfrom Gaza.
After Hamasfightersunleashedamulti-pronged
surprise attack on Israel, the Benjamin
Netyanhu government ordered complete
blockade and seize of Gaza inretaliation.
|sraeli defenseminister ingtructedthat € ectricity,
food, water, and gasconnectionsof Gaza be
cut-off.nthe 1977 videoof PrasarBharati that
hasresurfaced, |ate PM Vajpayee isseensaying
“lsrael will haveto vacatetheland occupied
by theArabs.” —livemint.com, October 9.

* k%

Thesmallest planetinour solar systemis
getting smaller asheat escapesitscoreand
fresh cracksopenonitssurface, new research
finds.Thesmallest planetinthe solar system is
gettingevensmaller. Mercury, thecl osest planet
to the sun, has been cooling down and
contractingfor millennia, creatinggiganticscars
onitssurface(knownas lobate scarps) asthe
rocky surface bucklesfromtheshrinkage.

Geologistsweren' t surewhenexactly these
scarpsformed, orif Mercury’sstill making new
onesasit continually cools— until now. New
research published Oct. 2inthejournal Nature

Geoscience took acloser
look at thescarps, andfound
small cracksindicating that
they must havemovedinthe
last 300 million years. —
livescience.com, October
8.

* k%

Eighteen organisations
of journalists and media
outletsacrossindiahave
together written a joint
lettertoChief Justiceof India
D.Y. Chandrachud,
forwardinganearnest plea
seeking the judiciary’s
attentiontotheattackson pressfreedominthe
country.

Thepleacomesintheimmediate aftermath
of the Delhi Police’ sraidsonand questionings
of 46 journalists, editors, writers, and
professional sseemingly connectedin oneway
or another totheonlinenewsportal, Newsclick.
Several of thejournalists electronicdeviceswere
seizedandtheporta’ sdirector PrabirPurkayastha
anditsHR head Amit Chakravarty werearrested.

Theletter hassought thecourts helpinframing
of normstodiscouragetheseizureof journalists
phonesand|aptopsonawhim, evolvingguidelines
for theinterrogationof journalistsandfor seizures
from them and finding ways to ensure the
accountability of stateagenciesandindividual
officerswho arefound oversteppingthelaw. —

thewire.in, October 8.

**x %

WorldwideMediaHoldings(WMH), the
US-basedfor-profit groupwhoseinvestment
in NewsClick isthebasisof theDelhi police’s
terror caseagainst thenewsportal, saidina
statement that it “ has never received any
funding, nor takendirectionfromany foreign
individual, organisation, political party, or
government” . Pfetcher saidthat all of thefunds
of WMH, whichisasubsidiary of People’s
Support Foundation, camefrom the sal e of
US businessman Neville Singham Roy’s
company Thought Worksand it “ hasnever
received fundsfromaforeigngovernment”.
—thewire.in, October 7.

Compiled by: C Adhikesavan
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Dr B V Vijayalakshmi

TheAnganwadi workers
and helpers of Telangana
statewhowereonstrikefor
thelast 24 daysendedtheir
strike successfully on
October 4,2023. Thestrike
wasled by thejoint action
committeeof AITUC and
CITU. Negotiations took
placebetweentheconcerned
stateministers, government
officials and union
representatives, with the
initiativeof ChadaVenkata
Reddy, CPI national
executivemember.

Thefollowing demands
were accepted after
negotiations:

B Afterretirement,the
workersand hel perswill get
Rs2 lakhsand Rsllakh as
retirement benefit. Theearlier
proposal of thegovernment
wasRsl lakhand Rs50,000
respectively for workersand
hel pers.

B |nsurancecover of
Rs2lakhswill begiventoal.

B Thepresentoldage
pensionof Rs2,016 will be
giventoAnganwadi workers
and helpersalso. Earlier, it
was applicable only to
common people.

B Payrevisongivento
stategovernment employees
will be applicable to
Anganwadi  workers
also.Earlier, that is three
yearsback pay revisionwas
given at the rate of 30
percent. Hence workers’
wageshavejumpedfromRs
10,500 to Rs 13,650.

B Aninterimrelief of
fivepercent wasalsoagreed
upon.

B \Weweredemanding
toincreasesalariesfromRs
13,650t0 Rs15,000. They
have agreed to raise the
salaries. They may increase
Rs1,000o0nlyinsalaries.

B Theyhaveagreedto
pay wages for the strike
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Anganwadiand Mid-day Meal Workers’ Strike Ends
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Dr. B V Vijayalaxmi addressing participants of Anganwadi strikers

period.

B Atpresentworkers
and helpers are getting
summer holidaysof 15days
aternatively. Ministershave
agreedtoraisetheholidays
toonemonth.

These are our major
demands. Other demands
will be considered over a
period of time.

ChadaVenkata Reddy
tookinitiativeinarrangingthe
negotiationswithconcerned
ministers.

The Joint Action
committeehad givenacall
for Chalo Hyderabad.
Several arrestsincluding
house arrests were made.
Despiterepression 5,000
workers and helpers
gathered. It turned into a
victory celebration
meeting. JAC expressed

thanksto ChadaVenkata
Reddy, T Harish Rao,
minister for finance and
health, SathyavathiRathod,
minister for women and
child welfare, Dr BV
Vijayalakshmi, AITUC
national |leader,MohdYousuf
statepresidentof AITUC,S
Veeraiah, state secretariat
member of CPI(M). There
wasafeelingthat election
notificationwill bepublished
this week and hence
negotiationswere speeded
up. However thestrikeof 24
daysisalongdrawnstrike
asfar asAnganwadi workers
and helpersare concerned.

The meeting was also
addressed by Jayalaxmi and
NanduriKarunak umari state
general secretaries of
Anganwadi workers and
helpersunionsaffiliatedto
CITU, and AITUC,

23\

Vijayalaxmi of
AITUC,MohdYousuf of
AITUC, PaladuguBhaskar
of CITU. Tekumalla
Sammaiah, PallaDevender
Reddy, Narati Prasad state
secretaries of AITUC,
SaiEashwari, PyariJaan,
Chandana, president,
treasurer, secretary
respectively of Anganwadi
Association,Jaya, Savithri,
Jyothi, Rangalaxmi and
Upendraal so participated.

12 days strike of Mid-
day meal workers: Thestate
government hasdeclaredto
releasependingbillsof mid-
day meal workers. Onthis
occasionameetingwasheld
in Satyanarayana Reddy
Bhavan, the state head
quartersof AITUC.

Themeetingwaspresided
over by PremPavani state

A view of the parfi cipants |

president of theunion. The
M eeting was addressed by
DrBV Vijayaaxmi national
president of theunion, and
S Balraj state general
secretary of AITUC who
thankedthegovernment. But
they declared that they
wouldcontinuethestriketill
their pendingbillsarebeing
paid. At present the
government is paying Rs
3,000 per month but if
morning breakfast and other
thingshavetobecooked, the
amount should behikedto
Rs 10,000, the leaders
demanded. They havealso
demandedthat eggs, oil, gas,
sdt, utensls, lintels, etc,must
besupplied and other basic
amenitiesprovided by the
government.

Themeetingwasattended
by Jampala Ravinder
general secretary, Poosala
Rameshworking president,
Sattenapalli, Vijayalaxmi,
deputy general
secretary,KuntalaDashrath,
vicepresident,Ramamurthy,
Sailoo, Mumtaz, Venkatesh,
assistant secretaries,
Ramakrishna,
PoreddyPramila,Samala
Rama, Janagama Shobha,
Laxman, Vasantha,Manga,
Lalitha,Odhela Ramesh,
KondaRajitha,
GaddamL alitha, Sangem
Padma state council
membersof Association.
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