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imilarly, aclear
ivision of
bjectsbetween

the Union and state
governmentswasdesigned
to aid the democratic
expression of national and
local aspirations. The
democratically elected
governmentoperatingwithin
afederal setup becomesthe
legitimatemediumtopursue
theConstitutional vision. It
isin this context that Dr
Ambedkar identifies the
centrality of freeand fair
elections, conducted at
regular intervalsboth at the
Unionand statelevels. To
ensurethe undertaking of
thisprocess smoothly, he
firmly argued for the
establishment of theElection
Commissionof Indiaasan
independent as well as
permanent body.Article324
of theConstitutionprecisaly
enshrinesthisvalue.

Unfortunately,
contradictory to this
Constitutional value, Prime
Minister NarendraModi is
thestaunchest cheer leader
of One Nation, One
Election. Thisneedsto be
called out for what itisa
frontal assault on the
inclusive essence of the
Constitution.

A committeechaired by
former President Ramnath

One Nation, One Election

No SoLuTiION TO AILMENTS OF
PRESENT ELECTORAL SYSTEM

Themaking of the Constitution commenced with
a clear awareness of the immense diversity of our
country and the need to address and accommodate
the same while upholding the principles of justice
and equality. The road towards democracy was
embarked upon with astrong sense of representation
andrecognition. Universal adult franchisewasone
of the early expressions of thisvision.

Kovind, hasbeen appointed
toexaminethepossibility of
theexecutionof thisnefarious
plan. Itisevident fromthe
compositionand mandateof
the committee that the
recommendationshavebeen
formed already and the
entire exercise led by
RamnathKovindisonly to
givesomelegitimacy toan
otherwise authoritarian
whim.

PrimeMinister Narendra
Modi’s obsession with
‘oneness’ isnot hiddenfrom
anyone. From onenation,
onetax toonenation, one
electionitisanybody’ sguess
whether thismonolithdrive
hasany end. Sometimeback,
theLaw Commissionof India
invited views from
stakeholders on holding
simultaneousel ectionsto
stateassembliesandthelL ok
Sabha and they are yet to
submit a report. The
questionarisesthat whenthe
Law Commissionof Indiais
already examining the
subject, what istheneedfor
aseparatecommittee?ltis,
as said earlier, only to
providelegitimacy to the
move.

Shrewdly enough, the
guestionsposed by theL aw
Commission makes a
unilateral assumptionof a
priori consensusonholding

D Raja

simultaneous elections
wherenoneexists. Similarly,
thegovernment constituted
committeeinprobability will
go on to produce areport
that echoes the Prime
Minister’'s views that
havebeen aggressively
expressed several times.
This prompts us to delve
deeper in the issue and
examine what caused
electionsto Lok Sabhaand
stateassembliesseparately
andwhether itisdesirable
to holdthemtogether.

Inour current electoral
system, democratically
el ected state governments
havetherighttocontinuein
office till they enjoy the
confidenceof theassembly
ortill theexpiry of theirterm,
thatis, fiveyears. Whenour
Constitution was being
framed, DrAmbedkar and
other leaders preferred
responsibility of the
governmentoveritsstability.
Theproposal tohave*One
Nation, One Election’
attemptsto homogenizethe
opinion of the people of
different states, asexpressed
in elections to state
assemblies, with their
opinionvis-a-vistheUnion
asexpressedintheelections
tothe Lok Sabha.

In such a scenario,
responsibility and
accountability will bethe
victimsaspolitical parties
will meet the peopleonly
oncein five years. If we
followthisinpractice, if the
L ok Sabhaisdissolved post

ano-confidencemotion or
nocoalitionreachingastable
magjority, all stateassemblies
will have to go through
elections, regardless of
whether astablegovernment
wasformedinthestateor
not. Thisisinsulting the
mandate peoplegavetothe
partiesof thestateand goes
against thefundamental sof
representativeparliamentary
democracy.

It is being argued that
after theinauguration of our
republic, elections to
assembliesand L ok Sabha
were being held together.
Everyoneknowsthat but the
caveat hereisthat why the
cycle of simultaneous
electionsbrokeinthefirst
place. The government
formed by the Communi st
Party of IndiainK eralaafter
thesecondgeneral elections
in 1957 wasonereasonthat
the cycle broke. The CPI
ministry wasoneof theinitial
victimsof theArticle 356 of
the Constitution and
electionswereheldforthe
KeralaAssembly in 1960,
separately fromtheGeneral
Elections. Intheelectionsfor

T

"
KeralaAssembly held in
1965, again separatefrom
the general elections, no
party could provemajority
andelectionswereheldagain
in 1967, along with the
general elections. This
processwasnatura giventhe
nature of electoral
democracy and how people
exercisedtheir franchise.
Elections were neither
imposed, nor deniedtobring
the state assembly in
synchronizationwiththelL ok
Sabhaelections.

After 1967, other forces
emerged on the political
horizonthat challenged one-
party ruleinmost states. The
dominant party lost power
inasmany aseight states.
Theresultsproduced by the
1967 elections were
evidence of greater
penetration of democracy
and political parties that
channelized emerging
aspirations of the people
fared better than the
dominant party intheUnion
in many states. In other
words, thebreak fromthe
cycle of simultaneous
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Inthefive-day session of the Parliament,
whichwasunusual, thethemestakenupwere
certainly not manageableinjust fivedays, but
they wereall clinchedinboththehouses. The
last session of the Parliament had concluded
only onAugust 11 and coming sessionisalso
notvery far, asitisinDecember. Obviously,
thestepwasmeant tobask inaglory yetto
be earned, meant for pre-election days.
Despite the growing discontent over the
parliamentary processesinthe massively
popul ousdemocracy, |eading to boycott by
theopposition, theproceedingswerestarted.
But most shocking wasthe statement made
by acentral minister, when hesaid that the
first sessionwasto bethelastinthebuilding
of Britishera, theold Parliament House, and
therest of the sessionwould continueinthe
new building aspart of theHindu nationalist
projecttorejectall colonial legacies. To get
ridof exploitativelegacy of coloniadismmeans
takingthecountry anditspeopl eout of poverty
and backwardness, strengthening the bonds
of mutual solidarity amongdiversepeople, and
preserving the constitutional mandate of
secularism, democracy and federalism.
Unfortunately, despitegetting abig mandate
ineach of thetwo general electionsin 2014
and 2019, theBJPgovernment hassimply used
itspower toimposethethinking and ideasof
the RSS on our democratic set up. In the
process, itisrelentlessly dismantling the
constitutional principles, bulldozing over
peopl € saspirationsand crushingtheir voices.
Despiteitsclaims, theBJPhasbeenbusy in
its entire tenure building a dictatorial,
majoritarian statethat crushestheworking
people, religiousand linguistic minorities,
destroysthedemocratic system, and doesnot
hesitatetoviolatetheruleof law to achieve
itsends.

TheBJP’ sconcept of good governanceis
concentrating all power intothehandsof the

Challenges to Constitution

Centre, modeled onthelinesof Manu Smriti,
and putting all themedieval regressiveideasinto
practice, including asecond classstatusfor the
so called ‘lower’ castes, for minorities, for
women, and generally for all thosewho labor
to produce wealth. To meet all this, it hasto
demolishtheConstitutionbasedruleandreplace
itwith autocratic regime. Andthisiswhat has
been happeninginthepast nineyears. Onthe
very firstday, thecopiesof our Constitutionwere
distributed among the parliamentarians. But
tragically, therewere partsthat wereomitted.
Tomention afew, thefirst very victimswere
secularismandsociaismfromthepreambleitself.

Itissubversionof democracy. Parliament has
been hijacked.

Peopl € sissueshaveno spaceinparliamentary
debates. L awsare passed without gettinginto
itsall dimensionsindetail . A processof systematic

neglect of Parliamentary Committeeshasbeen
adopted avoiding their opinions. There are
instanceswhenimportant Billshavebeen passed
either without debate or camouflaged asFinance
Billsto get them passed!

Sofar asthe power structure of the Centre
and the states and their mutual relations are
concerned, regional aspirations are always
suppressed. Federal structureenvisaged by the
Constitution has been victim of chronic
negligence.

One burning example is GST that is
disempowering states. Under the Goodsand
ServicesTax (GST) imposed onthecountry in
2017, stateshaveno power indecidingwhat tax
ratestoimpose onwhich commodities(barring
alcohol and petroleum products), aright that was
giventothem under the Constitution of India.

Thissnatchesaway thefreedom of the states
topursuealternativestrategies. Thetaxation
system determined by thecentral government
becomes the feature in which all state
governmentsmust fitin. Althoughthereisa
GST Council made up of representatives of
al states, theCentral government hasestablished
itsownsway over it. Asitis, thestates' fiscal
positionisdireespecially after thepandemic.
Withtheimpositionof GST their dependence
ontheCentrehasbecomeeven moredire. It
isadisastrousmovethat violatesthefederal
structure of the Constitution. GST hasbeen
brought in at thedemand of thebig corporate
sector of thecountry. It hasresultedinthe
squeezing out of thesmaller industrialistsand
ruin of the small trader. Currently some
compensationisbeing paid by the Centreto
stategovernmentsfor thetax revenuel osses.
Butthereisnot evenaflickeringflamethere.

Another example of the blossoming
autocracy isseeninrepeated encroachment
on the rights of states enshrined in the
Consgtitution. Thefour Labour Codesand now
repeal edthreeagriculturerelated lawspassed
by the Parliament are exampl esof the same.
TheL abour Codessubsume29 existing labour
laws. Labourisontheconcurrentlist, meaning
it can belegislated upon by both Centreand
States. Butthegovernment at the Centre passed
the Codesbecauseit wasinahurry tofavor
the corporate sector by introducing hireand
firepolicies, fixedtermemployment, increased
working hoursand reduced minimumwage
norms. It hasal so been putting pressure on
thestategovernmentstoframerulesunder these
Codessothat they can beimplemented. The
farmlawstoodealt with agriculturewhichis
under thestates list. They wererepealedearlier
thisyear underimmensepressureof thefarmers
movement.

CPI MP Writes to President on Anti-minority Outbursts by BJP MP

Communist Party of
India national council
secretary Binoy Viswam
MP wrote the following
letter on September 27,
2023to President of India
Droupadi Murmu:

| writetoyouwith deep
concernandanguishat one
of the most unfortunate
incidentsthat havetaken
placeinthehistory of our
parliamentary democracy.
This is regarding the
derogatory languagethat
was used by a
New Age Weekly

parliamentarianinthelL ok
Sabhaduringthediscussion
on*“India sgloriousspace
journey marked by
successful soft landing of
Chandrayaan-3". Theanti-
minority expletivesused by
BJP M P Ramesh Bidhuri
against L ok Sabhamember
DanishAli havetarnishedthe
reputation of the Indian
Parliament.

The founders of
independent anddemocratic
Indiawould turn in their
grave, seeingour founding

valuesdeteriorate beyond
imagination. Dr Ambedkar
whiledraftingthepreamble
totheConstitution, inserted
theword“fraternity”. He
knew that a democratic
society isonethat would
bind usinaconstitutional
democracy withthevalues
of fraternity. Secularismis
another corefoundation of
our Republic. However, the
language used by Ramesh
Bidhuri hasleft thesecore
valuesinshreds. Thiscould
not and should not be

toleratedin streets, homes
andclassrooms, letalonein
theParliament. | wasinan
expectation that such
derogation would not be
tolerated by Speaker of the
HouseOmBirla, especialy
whenaformal complaint has
beensent by bothDanishAli
and K Suresh, who was
chairing the proceedings
whenthisuntowardincident
took place. However,tomy
dismay the Speaker | eft the
incidentand RameshBidhuri
onlywitha'warning’.

AstheHead of the State,
an integral part of the
Parliament and the only
functionary whose oathto
officeexplicitlyincludesthe
duty to“ preserve, protect
and defend the
Constitution”, | seek your
urgentinterventioninthe
matter. Youarethelast resort
tothecroresof Indianwho
believes in the founding
valuesof equality, fraternity
and secularism.
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CPI Lauds Role of ISRO, Its Employees

Communist Party of
India national council
secretary Binoy Viswam
MP said on September 20,
2023 that he salutes the
scientists, theemployees
and workers who shed
their tears, blood and
sweat for the success of
Chandrayaan-3. Hewas
participating in the
discussionin Rajya Sabha
on‘India’sgloriousspace
journey marked by
successful soft landing of
Chandrayan-3'. Hesaid
that Chandrayaan-3, of
course, is a great
victoriousmomentfor the
countryandfor thewhole
world.

TheCPI national council
secretary saidthat beforehe
speaksonthesuccessful soft
landingof Chandrayan-3, he
wouldliketo put onrecord
theunfortunateincident that
happened on September 19,
thatis, onthelast day inthe
old building. Onthat day,
when the House was
discussing the 75-year
journey of the Indian
Parliament, the Communist
Party of India, theTDPand
theRL D werenot allowed
tospeak. SPwasa sodenied
time and the TMC was
givenonly half of thetime.
Thisisnot the proper way
to run a meaningful
Parliament. Sayingthat we
talk about great thingswhen
itcomestotakingaction, we
forget it. He said heis
registering hisprotest onthat
incidentwithall seriousness.

Backtothediscussionon
India’s glorious space
journey, Binoy Viswamsaid
the he remembers the
moment when a world-
renowned scientist Dr
Vikram Sarabhai wenttoa
BishopinTrivandrum. His
namewasBishop Pereira.
DrVikram Sarabhai wentto
Thumba because of its
geographical importance. It

isontheequator and hasgot
somemagnitude, whichhas
got some relevance for
scientificlaunching. Hisplea
wastoallow himtobuilda
launching base near the
church. TheBishopsaid: “I
cannot reply on my own.
Pleasegivemesometime.
Peasecometomorrow. | will
have a meeting with my
peoplehere.”

When Dr Vikram
Sarabhai reached therethe
next day in the morning,
therewasabiggathering. To
that gathering, Bishop
Pereirasaid: “Heisaworld-
renowned scientist and has
comewitharequest that he
needssomespacefromour
property to haveascientific
centrefor launchingarocket
fromherefor thecountry’s
future.” He asked them:
“What do you say?” The
common people, the
fishermen, after oneminute
silence, saidin onevoice:
‘Amen’, which means, we
arefor that. That wasthe
beginningof Thumbarocket
launching station.

TheCPI national council
secretary saidthat hehadthe
honour and privilegetovisit
that centremany atimes. He
knew many of them right
from SSomanath, chairman
of the Indian Space
Research Organisation
(ISRO). Sayingthat taking
all thenamesisnot possible,
he said he knew many of
themvery closely andthey
arehisfriends. They area
very good team of people,
dedicated andcommittedfor
scienceandthecountry, and,
their contribution is
invaluable. They havemade
arecord. That recordisthe
record of humanendeavour
— collectiveand dedi cated.
Butitisunfortunatethat all
thoseachievementsof those
peopleandthescientistsare
credited to the name of a
singleman.

Hesaid that though our
Prime Minister is great,
singinggloriesforthePrime
Minister all thetimewhile
talking about Chandrayaan
is not a scientific way of
dealingwiththings. Science
isfor progress, for social
progress and also for the
progress of the mankind.
ISROhasprovedthat it has
theability tohel pthecountry
insomany ways. Herecalled
that many yearsago, when
hewastheforest minister of
Kerala, the government
discussedwiththemtheissue
of forestfires. Oneof their
teams came to the forest
headquartersandwesatwith

Insuch asituation, we
need the people of the
country tobefed properly.
They have the right to
educationandtherightto
employment, and, for such
rights, science can play a
great roleandthat rolehas
to be emphasized. In the
nameof science, sometimes,
wepromote superstitions.
Sayingthat thegovernment
has come to an
understanding that we can
replace science with
superstition, Binoy Viswam
saidthat scienceisscience,
itisnot superstition. Cow
dungisneededbutitisnot
thefuel for theprogressof

CPI IN PARLIAMENT- RAJYA SABHA

themfor two, three hours.
He said he himself had
experiencedthat ISROteam
hel pedtheforest department
of Keralatofindapossible
solutiontopreventtheforest
fires.Insuchaway, inmany
aspects of human life,
sciencecan helpus. ISRO
isdoingthat help.

Inthisregard, the CPI
national council secretary
raised the issue of funds
given to the ISRO and
demandedthat thesamehas
tobeconsidered seriously.
He requested the
government not to neglect
theissueof fundsandensure
that thefundsprovidedto
ISRO areincreased asthat
greatinstitutionhastodoa
lot for the country and its
future. Indiaisacountry with
great advancementsbut a
country of poor people.
Thoughitspeoplearepoor,
oneper cent of thepopul ation
isstill controlling80per cent
of thewealth of thecountry.

thecountry. Scienceisthe
more important than
anything elsebut what was
said here wasthat we are
goingtotheprieststodecide
thetimefor launching. Itmay
not be good. Science and
not other waysof doingthings
canhelpus. Webelievethat
thegovernment hastolearn
fromISRO. ISROwill help
thegovernmenttofunction
inascientificway. Givethem
the freedom to work
scientifically and properly
for theway of doingthings.
Implement Women’s
Reservation
in 2024 Polls

Participating in the
discussion on the
Constitution (OneHundred
and Twenty Eighth
Amendment) Bill, 2023
(Women’s Reservation),
Binoy Viswam said on
September 21, 2023 that on
behalf of the Communist
Party of India, the party of
GeetaMukherjee, thegreat

fighter who fought
throughout her life for
women'’ srepresentation, he
supports the Bill. He
requestedthegovernmentto
make sure that it will be
implemented in 2024
elections.

He wanted the
governmenttoremoveadl the
hurdlesinthenameof census
or delimitation, ensurethat
reservation would be
extended to Rajya Sabha
andtodl thestatelegidative
councils.Healsowantedthe
government totakecare of
therightsof the OBCsand
theminoritiesby granting
their rightful shareinthe
present and future law-
making bodies.

Binoy Viswam pointed
out that theBJPisthemost
Insincereone.

TheBill that they have
broughtisonly for el ectoral
gains. Everyoneknowsthat
BJPisthepolitical outfit of
the RSS which does not
provide space even for a
singlewomaninit. Instead
they haveformed Rashtriya
SevikaSamiti asthey donot
believethat awomancansit
withamanintheRSS. The
BJP and RSS follow the
Manu Smriti andbelievein
‘na sthree swathantryam
arhati. The followers of
Manu Smriti cannot be
sinceretoaBill forwomen's
empowerment. They are
concerned only about
electoral victoriesandfor
that purpose, they have
brought thisBill.

Headded that thewoman
President of India, Draupadi
Murmu, washot seenwhen
thisHousewasinaugurated.
Sincesheisawomanandan
adivasi, shehasnoplacefor
that great function. Also
under BJPrule, thewomen
of Manipur were paraded
naked on the streets. The
government hascomewith
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Student Penalised on Ground of Religion

No Quality Education in UP: SC

There cannot be any
quality educationif astudent
Issoughttobepenalisedon
thegroundthat hebelongs
toaparticular community,
the Supreme Court said
September 25, 2023, asit
pulled uptheUttar Pradesh
government for shoddy
probe in a case where a
Muslim schoolboy was
allegedly slapped by his
classmatesontheinstruction
of his teacher in
Muzaffarnagar.

Voicingdispleasureover
theincident, thetop court
directedtheUPgovernment
to appoint a senior IPS
officer within a week to
probethecase. ” Theteacher
asked the studentsto beat
the victim because of his
religion. What kind of

education is
imparted?’ itsaid.

Abenchof JugticesAbhay
SOkaand Panka] Mithal,
whiledirectingthat thel PS
officer shall fileareportin
the apex court, asked the
stategovernment toconduct
counsdllingof thevictimand
other sudentsinvolvedinthe
incident by professional
counsdllors.

being

“There cannot be any
quality educationif astudent
Issought to bepenalisedon
thegroundthat hebelongs
toaparticular community.
Thereisaprimafaciefailure
onthepart of the Stateto
comply with mandatory
obligationsof RTEActand
relevantrules,” thebench
saidinitsorder.

Itwashearingapleafiled

by Tushar Gandhi, thegreat-
grandson of Mahatma
Gandhi, seeking speedy
Investigationinthecase.

The top court, which
perused the status report
filedby theMuzaffarnagar
Superintendent of Police,
said it has “serious
objections’ tothemannerin
whichtheFIRwasregistered
afteralongdelay. Itsaidthe
father of thevictimhasmade
specificallegationthat his
sonwasbeateninschool due
tohisreligiousfaith.

“Thecomplaintfiled by
thestudent’sfather related
to cognizableoffencesbut
no FIR wasimmediately
registered. Only a non-
cognizablereport wasfiled
initially and the FIR was
registeredafter alongdelay

on September 6, almost two
weeksaftertheincident. The
father’ sallegationswerenot
mentionedintheFIR... This
isabout quality education.
Quality educationincludes
sensitive education,” the
benchsaid.

Itrecordedinitsorder
that if the allegation is
correct, this may be the
worst kind of physical
punishment imparted by a
teacher inasmuch as the
teacher directed other
studentstoassaultthevictim.

Additional Solicitor
General KM Nataraj,
appearing for the UP
government, said the
communal angleinthecase
was blown out of
proportion. The bench
refused to agree with his

submissionandsaidthereis
avideoof theincident.”....it
isavery seriousissueand
wewill godeepintoit. The
mannerinwhichthisincident
hashappened should have
shocked the conscienceof
the State,” it said.

The court also took
exceptiontothefact that
counsdlingof thevictimwas
doneby thedistrictwelfare
officer,andsaidthisshould
have been done by a
professional counsellorand
that too of all thestudents
involvedintheincident.

“Counselling of the
studentsincludingthevictim
hasto be doneby experts.
This case should be
investigated by asenior IPS
officerandwewouldnot | et

On Page 10
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Climate abdication

In 2019, the UK became the first major economy to pass alaw that
committed the country to end its carbon emissions by 2050. However,
several expertsreasoned that thiscarbon neutrality, or net zero, project
wasasubterfuge, away of delayingimmediateclimateaction, especially
becausethe country wasnot ontrack to meet its previouslessambitious
targets. Inresponse, thethen BorisJohnson government decided to advance
the ban on new petrol and diesel carsto 2030 — a decade earlier than
the UK’s previous commitment. But now, Johnson’s successor, Rishi
Sunak, has gone against the recommendations of the Climate Change
Committee, the statutory body responsiblefor monitoring progresson
attaining the net zero target, by pushing back the ban on new fossil fuel -
driven cars to 2035. Sunak has maintained that the measure will not
stall UKs progress towards net zero.

At thelast UNFCCC CoP, Sunak said that the rising energy prices
because of the war in Ukraine are not a reason to go slow on climate
change mitigation. He had urged countries to invest more heavily in
renewabl e energy. The contradiction betweenthe UK primeminister’s
stance at the UN meet and hisdomestic policiesindicates adisturbing
tendency: Devel oped country representatives often maketheright noises
at global summitsbut they fail to matchtheir wordswith action at home.
On paper, for instance, the US seems better positioned to meet itsParis
Pact targetscompared to thefour yearsof climatedenial under Donald
Trump. Yet, independent assessments show nearly two years after Joe
Biden signed an order to make America carbon neutral by 2050, the
country’semissionstrajectory remainsuncertain. And now, daysafter
it was party to alandmark G20 declaration that affirmed the bloc’s
commitment to renewables, the UK haswatered downitsclimate plans.

Courtesy: The Indian Express

Thejob question

India sbounce-back from the pandemic’seconomic fallout wasfast
and sharp. In 2021-22, not only had the GDP of Rs 149.25 lakh crore
risen 9.1 per cent over the previousyear, it had al so surpassed the pre-
Covid level. Employment however has been a different story. Azim
Premji University’'s State of Working India 2023 draws together
employment-related data from different government reports to show
that theresilience of thejob market, particularly for women and young
graduates, has lagged that of the overall economy.

On the surface, one of the highlights of the employment data has
been a sharp rise in both men and women working in the post-Covid
phase and a simultaneous decline in the unemployment rate. The
unemployment rate in 2021-22 was 6.6 per cent, over two percentage
pointslower than the samein 2019-20. The upward trend inwomen’s
employment hasbeen notable. However, afine-grained analysisby SWI
2023 report showed that there’s been a structural deterioration in the
nature of women’semployment. Thejump inwomen’semployment has
been driven by self-employment, particularly inthe category of unpaid
work. Self-employmentisgenerally afallback option, which suggests
that the job market for women may have worsened.

Thisiscorroborated by the inflation-adjusted monthly earnings of
theself-employed over thelast fiveyears. For sure, themonthly earnings
are higher than both 2019-20 and 2020-21. But the monthly earnings
of Rs12,089in2021-22 werelower by two cent than thesamein 2017-
18. There’'s economic stress underlying the increase in women’s
participationinthelabour force. Littlesurprisethenthat political parties
arerushingtotailor fiscal policiesto provide monthly income support
to women in different states! Youth unemployment has long been an
area of concern.

For decades, India’ sstructural transformation inthejob market has
lagged the growth in GDP. Theterm ‘jobless growth’ is shorthand for
thelack of correlation between growth of GDP and employment. This
phenomenon appears to have worsened for women in the post-Covid
phase. It's something that deserves more attention asthe contribution
of women iscritical if Indiawantsto be adevel oped economy.

Courtesy: The Times of India
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CPI Demands50 per cent Reservation for Women

Communist Party of
India (CPIl) leader K
Subbarayan demandedin
Lok Sabhafifty per cent
reservation for women
instead of 33 per cent.He
was participating in the
discussion on the
Constitution (One
Hundred and Twenty
Eighth Amendment) Bill,
2023, namely the
Women'’sReservation Bill
on September 20, 2023.

Hesaidthat the stand of
CPI iswomen should be
given50per centreservation
instead of 33 per cent. Also
the CPl isunableto support
theBill asnobody knows
whenthisActwill comeinto
force. Enumeration of
censuswasnot doneinthe
year 2021. Thegovernment
doesnot know when they
would go for the census.
Secondly thenext censusis
slated to beenumeratedin
the year 2031. After the
2024 Elections, thereisno
assurancewhether thebill
will beimplemented before
theyear 2029. If thatisthe
case, asper thisAct, wecan
presumethat only after the
year 2034 thegovernment
will beimplementingtheAct.

The CPI |eader pointed
out that the ruling BJP
dispensationisnot actually
intending to give more
powerstowomen. Ithasa
mindset to keepwomenin
slavery. The mindset
prevailedinthepast wanted
that whenthehusbanddies,
hiswife should al so beput
onthefuneral pyre.Asan
indirect furtheranceof this
unwanted evil, the
governmentistryingtodelay
theimplementationof theAct
indefinitely instead of
implementingitintheyear
2024.

Hepointed out that there
isonemoreimportantissue.
Thereservationisonly for
15 years. After 15 years,
nobody knows what will
happentothisreservation.

Theselacunaeshow that the
BJP government is not
wholeheartedly inclined to
givewomentheir rightful
sharein power.

Such gaps need to be
filled. Healsourgedthat the
Bill should beamendedin
suchaway makingitsuitable
forimplementationfromthe
year 2024 itself. Further it
should not have a fixed
period of 15years, which
meansthat thegovernment
is not ready to extend
womentherrightful sharein
power.

K Subbarayan observed
that the Communist Party of
India has been tirelessly
demanding women’s
reservationfor years. InLok
Sabhathen CPI member of
Parliament Geetha
Mukherjeehadtriedsomuch
by uniting several MPsto
makewomen’sreservation
areality. Suchisthetradition
of CPI and henceon behal f
of CPI, heurgedthat theAct
should beimplementedin
2024, after removing the
limitations.

On Success of
Chandrayan-3

Participating in the
discussion on success of
Chandrayan-3missionand
other achievementsof our
nationin the space sector,
on September 21, K
Subbarayan said that
science liberates humans
from superstitions.
Superstitionsand disbeliefs
among humanbeingscreate
asituation of negativity and
negativethoughtsall around.
Thereforethereisanurgent
need to liberate humanity
from superstitionsin our
country.

Sciencewill beahel ping
handinavery bigway.

Thanking Jawaharlal
Nehru an unforgettable
leader for his visionary
thoughtsandideas, the CPI
member saidthat hehadlaid
downthepathanddirection
for the devel opment of our

country. He had sown the
seeds, which have seeds
havenow grownto benefit
us with Chandrayaanl,
Chandrayaan-2 and
Chandrayaan-3. We are
getting new details about
moonthroughthesuccessof
theseprojects. Thesuccess

proud to be Indians. We
shouldonceagainthink with
gratitudethat only because
of the seedssown by

Pandit Jawaharla Nehru,
thissuccesswaspossiblefor
ustoachieve. Thisexalted
position hasbeen reached
by usbecause of him.

,n ,nmnlllilﬂllllllm n

e " G | e
CPI IN PARLIAMENT- LOK SABHA

of Chandrayaan-3isdueto
our consistent efforts
undertakenduringthelast 50
years.

K Subbarayan observed
that with the success of
Chandrayaanmission, al the
fal sedisbeliefsabout moon
have been quashed.
Chandrayaan-3 hastriedto
change the veracity of
information about moon so
far. All superstitionshave
been proved wrong. He
extended his heartfelt
congratulationsandgratitude
toall thescientistsandthe
supporting staff who have
helpedtomakethemission
of Chandrayaan a grand
success.

TheConstitutionof India
talks about the scientific
temper. But thosewhotook
oathand allegianceinthe
nameof Constitution, which
talksabout scientifictemper,
aremisleading thepeople
withmisinformation. Inindia
suchadangeroussituation
isvery muchvisible. These
arethematterswhichareto
be viewed with great
concern. We can find
solutionstotheseissuesonly
with the help of science.
Measuresaretobetakenin
that direction. India has
witnessed a stellar
achievementinthefield of
space science and we are

TheCPI |eader observed
that wehavetolook at the
Constitution of Indiawith
great concern. Scientific
temper as mentioned and
highlighted in the
Constitutionof Indiahasnot
been spread among | ndians.
Only when we take this
scientifictempertoeachand
every citizen, Indianswill
come out of superstitions,
and get clarity about what
istruth. Asof now, theneed
to encourage scientific
advancement has grown
multi-fold.

He said that scientists
from Tamil Nadu have
played a major role in
Chandrayaan-1,
Chandrayaan-2 and
Chandrayaan-3 projects.
They have contributed in
depth in all these three
projects. Indiahascometo
know about the standard of
educationthat prevailsin
Tamil Nadu through the
success stories of
Chandrayaan-1,
Chandrayaan-2 and
Chandrayaan-3. The
sharpnessand strength of
Tamil Naduineducational
development arevery much
visible now. The success
storiesof Chandrayaan-1
Chandrayaan-2 and
Chandrayaan-3 havestood
asatestimony for looking at
Tamil Nadu so closely and
withasenseof learningfrom
it.

HeurgedupontheUnion
government that science
exhibition should be
organisedinall villagesand
other places. Peopleshould
betaught about scientific
temper. Only thenwecanbe
honest and truthful to our
Constitution.

The National

September

CPI Decries Attack on
Cuban Embassy in US

Secretariat of the
Communist Party of India issued on
26, 2023 the following
statement, condemningtheterrorist attack
on Cuban embassy in the US:

The National Secretariat of the CPI
strongly condemns theterrorist attack
on the premises of the Cuban Embassy
in USA on the night of September 24,
2023, damagingtheproperty very badly.
Thisisnot thefirst timethat the Cuban
embassy in US was attacked.

The party demands that the US
Administration must take strict action
against the perpetrators of the attack.

New Age Weekly
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Uniteagainst Y SRCP Govt inAndhraPradesh

Oppositionparty leaders
inAndhraPradeshurgedall
political parties, mass
organizationsand massesin
genera tocometogether and
build up strong people’s
movement inorder to save
democracy inthestate. They
weretaking partinaround
table discussion meeting
held on September 12, 2023
at Dasari Bhavan, Andhra
Pradesh stateheadquarters
of Communist Party of India
(CPI).

Themeetingwaspresided
over by K Ramakrishna,
CPI AndhraPradesh state
council secretary, while
MuppallaNageshweraRao,
assistant secretary of state
council welcomed the
participants. Donepudi
Shankar, party state
executivemember proposed
voteof thanks. R Pitchaiah
statetreasurer of |PTA had
entertainedtheaudiencewith
revolutionary songs.

Theroundtablemeeting
washeldto protest against
thesuppressivemethodsof
Jaganmohan Reddy
governmentonall political
parties and leaders of
opposition. Y SRCP
government led by
Jaganmohan Reddy with
policesupportisattacking
leadersof political parties
andmassorganisations.As
oppositionpartieshadgiven
a call for statewide
bandh, many |eaderswere
taken into custody from
railway and busstations.

K Ramakrishna, CPI
statecouncil secretaryinhis
address stated that house
arrestshave becomeorder
of the day. As per our
Constitution, any political
party canexpressitsdissent
and hold protest
demonstration. Hemadeit
clear that the state
government isstating that
people smovement should
not bebuild up against the
anti-peoplepoliciesof the
government. Thisis the
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manifestation of
dictatorship. These
suppressivemethodscannot

beallowedindemocracy.
Approach of vengeanceis
main agenda of Jagan
Mohan Reddy’s police
administration.

If the state government
feelsthat anybody hasdone
afraud, then heor shecan
bemadetofaceaninquiry
with the support of ACB,
vigilancecell or CID. But
illegd arrestsmadewithmala
fideintentionsarenothing but
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Ram Narsimha Rao

Jagan M ohan Reddy would
not havebeensilentall these
four years. Thisisnot the
issue of any individual or
party. Thisistheissueof all
democratic people.

VarlaRamaiah, politburo
member of TDP while
addressing stated that this
incident of illegal arrest of
Chandrababu Naidu, leader
of opposition,isnot lessthan
of dethroningNT RamaRao,

——
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by Narendra Modi. But
democracy cannot be
suppressed in Andhra
Pradesh by anybody. In
Andhra Pradesh people
haveto fight against both
NarendraM odi and Jagan
Mohan Reddy.

Srinivas Reddy, state
president, Telugu Rythu,
whileexplaininghappenings
at thetime of Chandrababu
Naidu’'sarrest, stated that
police refused to tell the
reason why they are
arrestinghim. They saidthat

‘1

CPI AP state council secretary K Ramakrishna addressing the meeting

injustice. As people are
expressing their protests
againstillegal arrest of IDP
|eader ChandrababuNaidu,
they were arrested and
slappedwithfalsecharges.
Heal so expressed concern
that this is nothing but
violation of constitutional
rights.

Telegu Desam Party
politbureau member Bonda
Uma Maheshwera Rao,
whileaddressing stated that
if globally reputed company
like Seimens has given
traningtoAndrayouthinskill
developmentwhy dlegations
aremadeonit.Any company
from abroad will cometo
Andhra Pradesh. Can
leaders of YSRCP
government point out that
amount invested on skill
development wasdiverted
for other purposeexcept for
skill development. In
Amaravati project, if fraud
would have taken place

thethen supremo of TDP.
There was massive
movement against step of
Nadendla Bhaskar Rao.
Chief minister JaganMohan
Reddy isinpolitical arena
withvengeanceashisprime
objective.

TDPIleader and former
minister of agricultureVadde
Shobhandreeswar Rao,
while addressing made it
clear that the arrest of
Chandrababu Naiduisin
order tomakehimsurrender.
NarendraModi and Amit
Shah are helping Jagan
Mohan Reddy so that
Chandrababu Naidu will
surrender. Sametacticsis
being applied towards
Kavitha(TRS)andMamatha
BanerjeeinBengal.

V Srinivasa Rao, state
secretary, CPI(M), while
addressing stated that the
anarchicregimeof Jagan
Mohan Reddy issupported

withouttelingthereasonthey
will completetheir work.

Lok Satta state |eader
Bhanu Prasad while
addressing statedthat police
isnotinaposition against
ruling circlesand whatever
crimethey havecommitted.
In the interest of getting
promotion, policeofficers
arebecoming puppetsinthe
handsof political leaders.In
Indiafreedom of expression
ishaving noplacethoughit
is mentioned in the
Constitution.

Potina Mahesh state
spokesman of Janasena
Party while addressing
stated that Jagan Mohan
Reddy regimehasstarted by
dismantling Prajavedika.
Cases are slapped on
individualsevenfor their
posts and writings in
Facebook. Heisbehaving
as dictator though he got
electeddemocratically. One
has to learn for Jangan

Mohan Reddy to practise
corruption.

G Obulesu stategeneral
secretary of AITUC, while
addressing statedthat police
are also performing their
duties asdictatorsand in
order to stop movements
they are putting conditions
such as number of
participantsshould not be
more than 500. They are
restricting the presence of
AITUCandCITU leaders
asthey talk politics. Inthis
situation TDP should speak
against BJP.

Nethi Umamaheshwer
Rao, state president of
Professional Forum, stated
that casesmust beregistered
againstformer IAS& IPS
officers, if they arefound
guilty. In the same way
former MLAsandMPsalso
canbebooked. Healso has
pointed out that Jagan
Mohan Reddy seemsto be
theadopted sonof Narendra
Modi.

Laxma Reddy, state
president, Janavignana
Vedika while addressing
pointed out that Y SRCP
governmentisterrorisingthe
people by stating that
Chandrababuisarrestedand
Ramoji Raowill bearrested
soon.

The meeting was also
addressed by Akkineni
Vanagjanational executive
committeemember of CPI,
PenumatsaDurgaBhavani
state general secretary of
NFIW, Malathi of L oksatta,
Shubli, leader of minorities,
Puvvada Sudhakar
Amaravati JAC,
Balakotaiah Dalit JAC
Amaravati, Kondalrao,
Jai bheem party, Navkranthi
party leaders Ravula
Subramanyam, Srinivas
Rao, Ravulapalli
Ravindranath statepresident
of AITUC, Paruchuri
Rajendra state president
AlYF, Chandranayak state
president IPTA, G
Koteshwar Rao, city
secretary of CPI.
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Unemployment TimeBomb Hidden in
So-called I ndian ‘Economic Miracle’

Anunemployed youth
runs behind the car of the
IndianPrimeminister toseek
ajob. Too few jobs, too
many workersand‘noplan
B’ : Thetimebomb hidden
in India’s ‘economic
miracle’ . Hopethelndian
youthwill defusetheticking
timebombin2024 andalso
defusethemythandfalse
promiselast timethat the
ruling regimewill provide
twocrorejobsevery year
totheyouth. A new survey
comeoutwithafact finding
reportthat alarge42 per cent
of Indian youth remain
unemployed. Apart from
this, thereport—published
by Azim Premji University
— evenmentionsthat the
connectionbetweengrowth
and good jobs remains
weak. Youth unemployment
inthecountry isclimbing
sharply, adevel opment that
risks undermining the
new darling of theworld
economy at the very
moment it wasexpectedto
really takeoff.

This is the situation
despitetheclaimby theBJP
RSSruledUniongovernment
that thelndianeconomicis
growing speedily, the
unemployment rateamong
graduatesunder 25yearsof
age touched a huge 42
percent post-Covid,
compared to higher
secondary (21.4 percent),
secondary (18.1 percent),
middle (15 percent) and
others, according to a
report.

Post-Covid the
unemployment rateislower
thanitwaspre-Covid, for
all educationlevels. Butit
remainsabove 15 per cent
for graduates and more
worryingly ittouchesahuge
42 per cent for graduates
under 25years,” thereport
— State of Working India
2023: Social Identities
and Labour
Market Outcomes.

The report mentioned
that since 1990syear-on-
year non-farm GDPgrowth
and non-farm employment
growthwereuncorrel ated
with each other. However,
the conception of job
creation changed between

2004 and 2019 as it was
interrupted by thepandemic
which causedlarger growth
indistressemployment.

Theunemployment rate
fallsfromover 40 percent
for educated youthunder 25
yearsof agetolessthan5
percent for graduateswho
are 35 years and above,
indicating that eventually
graduates do find jobs.
However, thekey questions
are,whatisthenatureof jobs
they findanddothesematch
their skillsand aspirations?

Ontheissue of female
employment, the report
statesthat it rosesince2019
duetoadistress-ledincrease

As per the caste based
segregationissue, thereport
stated that Scheduled Caste
workersdeclined rapidly
over timeinwaste-related
work and |leather-related
work, thoughit hasnot been
eliminated asof 2021-22.

Intheleather industry, the
representation index
declined sharplyto1.4in
2021. Inwastemanagement
and sewerage, over-
representation of SCs
decreased to 1.6 timesin
2011 before increasing
slightly again, as per the
report.

Also, the report
mentionedthat |ower-caste
entrepreneursarestill rare.

inself-employment. Before
Covid, 50 per cent of women
were self-employed, but
post Covidthisroseto 60
per cent. Even two years
after the 2020 lockdown,
self-employment earnings
were only 85 per cent of
what they wereintheApril-
June 2019 quarter,
accordingtothereport.
Lookingatasimilar point
of view, the report
mentioned gender norms
continuetobesignificant for
women’s employment. It
said that compared to
householdswithnomother-
in-law present, married
womenlivinginhouseholds
wherethemother-in-lawis
present but notemployedare
20 per cent (rural) to 30 per
cent (urban) lesslikely tobe
employed. While, if the
mother-in-lawisemployed
herself, daughters-in-law
are50 per cent (rural) to 70
per cent (urban) morelikely
tobeemployed.

Thereport foundthat even
inthesmallestfirmsizes, SC
and ST ownersareunder-
represented compared to
their share in the overall
workforce. However, SC
and ST ownersarebarely
represented among firms
employing more than 20
workers.

Near to 50 per cent
reserved teaching posts
vacant in central
universities

Over 42 per cent of
teaching postsreservedfor
candidatesfrom SCs, STs
and OBCsacross45 central
universitiesarecurrently
vacant, asper thereport of
the Union education
ministry.Over 42 per cent of
teaching postsreservedfor
candidatesfrom Scheduled
Castes (SCs), Scheduled
Tribes (STs) and Other
Backward Classes(OBCs)
across45centra universities

are currently vacant, the
Unioneducationministry.

Accordingtotheminister,
7,033 postsaresanctioned
for SC, ST and OBC
candidates in central
universities. Of these, 3,007
postsremainvacant ason
July 1.Theminister shared
theinformationintheL ok
Sabhaaspart of awritten
responseto aquery onthe
number of reservedteaching
postswhicharelyingvacant
incentral varsities.

Pradhan said that while
46 per cent (1,665) of the
postsfor OBCsarevacant,
37 per cent (837) and 44 per
cent (505) areyettobefilled

by SC and ST candidates,
respectively.

Responding to another
qguestion on the overall
vacancies in central
universities, the minister
replied that as on July 1,
22,412 of the 54,512
sanctioned posts in 45
central universities, running
onregular modeunder the
purview of the education
ministry, remainunfilled.

According to the BJP
RSSUniongovernment, the
vacancies arise due to
retirement, resignationand
additional requirementson
account of enhanced
students’ strength. Central
universities have been
directedtofill upvacancies
as and when arising,
accordingtotheminister.

Theminister dsosaidthat
through special recruitment
drives, 6,087 posts have
beenfilledup sofar asper

STUDY &
STRUGGLE

and Training’s Mission
Recruitment Portal.

TheUnionminister also
said that 517 candidates
were hired thisyear under
thereserved category. Of
them, 285were OBCs, 150
SCsand 82 STs.

DU college sacks six
ad-hoc professors

A DdhiUniversity college
has sacked six senior-most
ad-hoc teachershad been
workingatthecollegeforthe
past 23yearsandthejunior-
most for 9 years. Some of
thefresh but unsuccessful
candidates said off the
recordthat their interviews
lasted just around five
minutes. Theintentionof the
Uniongovernmentisvery
clear that it want to destroy
thepublicsector educational
Institutionsjust toincrease
theprivateand commercial
participationby infiltrating
theinferior teachers.

Satyawati (Evening)
Collegehad advertised 16
posts in its Hindi
department, where 11 ad-
hoc faculty members
worked. Following
interviews between
September 1 and 16, six of
the ad-hoc teachers were
rejected, five were
appointed as regular
teachers, and 11 fresh
candidates were
recruited. Thedevel opment
comesamidallegationsfrom
some teachers that the
ongoing appointment
processin DU collegeshas
been favouring
“recommendations” and
“networking” over ability
and experience.
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Radha Mohan Gokulji: Among Organizers
of CPI Foundation Conference in 1925

Very few people are aware of the name of Radha
Mohan Gokulji asone of the founders of CPI in its
conference in Kanpur in 1925. He is an almost
forgotten name now. He was among the leading
organizersof thisconferencealongwith Satyabhakta,
MaulanaHasrat Mohani, Arjun Lal Sethi and others,
who practically constituted the organizing and
reception committee of the conference.

EarlyLife

Radha M ohan Gokulji
wasbornon December 15,
1865 in Gopalganj,
Allahabad, under Bhadari
statein Oudh (now inUP).
His ancestors came from
Khetri in Jaipur estatein
Rajasthan. They were
Agrawal Singhanias, and
perhapsmigrated morethan
250yearsagoduetolossof
property and poverty. One
of themworked as Poddar
for Bhadari Maharaja. The
placeisrelated with Raja
RanaBeni Madhav Singh,
whoroseinrevoltin 1857
against theBritishruleand
held the area for several
days. Hisfather wasLala
Gokul Chand.

Radha Mohan got his
initial educationinaBuddhist
Vihar nearby at the age of
six. Therehelearnt Hindi.
Following this, he was
educated by Maulvi Fida
Hussain. Then his father
cameto Shahzadpur, district
Allahabad, andlater shifted
to Kanpur for studies,
stayingwithhisuncle. Radha
Mohanwasmarried at the
ageof 13. Hegot hisfurther
educationinAgrain1878in
St John’s Collegiate. He
studied Englishthere.

Radha M ohan perhaps
added hisfather’ snameand
became Radha Mohan
Gokulji.

In 1884 hehadtoleave
Agraduetothecollapseof
his father’s personal
business, and he went to
Allahabad seekingsomejob.
Hegot thejob of apprentice
inaccountsdepartment at Rs
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20 per month. But heclashed
with a British employee,
whom hebeat and | eft the
jobafter about ninemonths.
Vowingnevertowork again
under the British, hewent
home. He burnt all his
certificates. ThiswasinJuly
1886.

He also took up social
reform work in Agra. He
participatedina‘ Shuddhi’
ritesof aMusliminArya
Samaj, which was
occasioned by distribution
of sweets. Thiswasresented
by the orthodox peoplebut
RadhaMohaninsisted on
eating thesweets. Heal so
beganto propagateinfavour
of thewidow marriageon
behalf of theAryaSamg.

In 1885 hetook ashare
of Rs 25 in ‘Swadeshi
Vyapar Company’ in
Allahabad. Sincethen he
alwaysworeswadeshi cloth.

Under Congress
Influence

It wasin 1885 that the
Indian National Congress
wasfoundedin Bombay. A
mestingtoreportaboutitwas
held in Shivrakhan
Pathshala, Johnsonganj,
Allahabad under the
chairmanshipof Pt Sunderla
and addressed by Pt Madan
Mohan Malviya. About 15
personsattended, including
RadhaM ohan. Themeeting
had a deep impact on his
mind.

Then he had to shift to
Riwatofindajobbutfell a
victim to malaria and
returnedto Kanpur. There
he started working in a
journal called ‘ Brahmin’

edited by Pt Pratap Narain.
InCalcutta

Hereached Calcuttain
the course of hiswork and
gave tuition to some
Marwari boys. He also
joined the community in
busi nessand got acquainted
with Jugal KishoreBirla,
whowasdoing ot of social
reformwork under theArya
Samaj. Radha Mohan
beganto publishajournal
named ‘Satya Sanatan
Dharma in1908, whichdid
lot of reformwork. It was
areformist reply to the
theorthodox ‘ Shri Sanatan
Dharma’.

Follower of
Lajpat Rai

He studied a lot of
nationalist literature and
cameunder theinfluenceof
Lapat Rai’sviews. Helater
wroteabiography of Lala
Lajpat Ral.

Inthemeantime, hefirst
lost his wife, then his
daughter, andthenhisonly
son, a 16 year old boy, in
1901. Hewasindirestraits.
Hewasbeing pressurisedto
remarry, but he said he
would marry only awidow.
Nobody agreedtothat. He
never marriedagain. Hefirst
went to Gurgaon and then
toMathuraduringthistime.

Writing Extensively

Radha Mohan wrote
‘DeshkaDhan’ (wealth of
nation) in 1908. It was a
seriouscritiqueof colonial
economy and sharply
criticized the colonial
exploitation. Heemphasized
theroleof labour. Hewrote
‘Niti Darshan’ in 1912,
outlining social welfare
measurestoimprovesociety.
L ater hewrote hisfamous
work ‘Communism Kya
Hai’ (WhatisCommunism).

AftertheKakori incident,
inwhichRamPrasad Bismil,
Ashfagullahand otherswere

arrested, it was Radha
Mohanwho, onthebasisof
practical informationand
knowledge, reorganizedthe
wholeorganization. Hesent
Vijay Kumar Sinha to
Chandrashekhar Azad in
Jhansi andcalledhimtohis
residence. Hewasinactive

such
as

with
revolutionaries
Sachindranath Sanyal and
others.

contact

RadhaMohanleft adeep
imprint on the women’s
movement too. Hewas a
great advocate of women's
rightsandworkedtirelessly
for widow remarriageand
against obscurantism. His
ideas, as also others,
contributedtotheformation
of ‘ BhartiyaMahilaSamiti’
in1917.

Bhagat Singh also met
himlater onand exchanged
Opinionson communism.
RadhaM ohan had written
‘WhatisCommunism? in
Hindi in 1924, which
becamevery popular. This
was published by
Satyabhakta in Brahman
Press, Kanpur. It dealt
extensively with principles

of communismaswell aswith
the details of Russian
revolutionanditstheory and
practice. Thisbook played
abigroleintrainingupthe
revolutionaries of those
years.

Later on, the police
discovered some 150 copies

=

of this book in Agra and
seizedthem. They couldbe
retrieved only muchlater.

He also arranged arms
and ammunition for the
revol utionariesand money
too.

InGandhian
M ovement

RadhaM ohanjoinedthe
non-cooperation movement
in1921. Hebegantoliveat
Satyagraha, or Asahayog,
Ashram, Nagpur under the
influenceof Pt Sunderlal.In
between hewroteanumber
of biographies such as of
Mazzini, Garibaldi,
Napoleon Bonaparte and
others. Thelifeof Napoleon
was written for Nagari
Pracharini Sabha.

He was also briefly
associated with Hindu
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M ahasabha.

Foundation of CPI in
Kanpur,
1925, and Gokulji

In 1923, Satyabhakta
joined Radha Mohan
Gokulji inbringing out the
journal ‘Pranvir’ from
Nagpur. Pranvir published
thefirst quarterly report of
the ‘Indian Communist
Party’, established by
Satyabhaktain Kanpur. It
wassigned by Satyabhakta
assecretary. Itsaidthat there
were 78 members of the
party, mostly from Kanpur
andUP.Amongitsprominent
members, he mentioned

journals. He was widely
known asaleadingliterary
figure.

Poet Niralaconsidered
him hisfirst political Guru.
Writing about him,
Premchand said that hewas
a ‘Modern Charvak’.
AccordingtoPremchand, he
wasamong thosefew who
wrotefearlesdy onreligious,
social, moral and political
issues. Hewasagainst all
kindsof social andreligious
obscurantism. Hewrotea
series beginning with
‘Expulsionof God’ inHindi
journa ‘Madhuri’ ,whichran
continuously for eight years.

library that Shiv Vermatook
Marx’s Communist
Manifesto and read out to
Chandrashekhar Azad.

TheKanpur foundation
conferenceof CPI elected
a Central Executive
Committee, of whichRadha
Mohan Gokulji was an
elected member. The CEC
held its first meeting on
December 28. It decided
upon the in-charges for
variousprovinces. Radha
MohanGokulji andMuzaffar
Ahmed were made
responsiblefor Benga. They
were made provincial
secretaries to organize

Biographies of
Communist Leaders-95

Anil Rajimwale

MaulanaHasrat M ohani,
Radha Mohan Gokulji,
Rama Shankar Awasthi
(editor, Vartman), Ram
Gopal Vidyalankar (editor,
Pranvir) and others.

It islittle known that
RadhaM ohan wasamong
theleading organizersof the
first Communi stconference,
along with Satyabhakta,
MaulanaHasrat M ohani and
others. He was called to
Kanpur by Satyabhaktain
1924toworkinthe*Indian
Communist Party’ . During
hisstay in Kanpur, Radha
Mohan studied Marx,
Engels, Lenin, Proudhon,
Bakuninetc. Hebecamea
firmrationdist. By thistime,
Radha Mohan had
assimilated many basic
conceptsof communism. He
had already writtenWhat is
Communism,  which
contai ned explanations of
Marxist concepts.

RadhaM ohanhadwritten
a number of books
particularly inliteratureas
alsoonMarxism. Hewrote
and edited a number of

According to Dr Ram
VilasSharma, RadhaM ohan
raised thedemand for the
agricultural labourer
becomingowner of theland
he tilled. He was also
intensely againgtimperialism
and communalism. Vijay
Kumar Sinha wrote that
Radha Mohan’s life was
closely related with this
phase of communist
movement. He suggested
that the section on
Communist movement be
published separately,
particularlyinEnglish.

Accordingto Devi Dutt
Joshi of AgraUniversity,
RadhaM ohan wasamong
thefirstinlndiato propagate
Communigtidessthroughthe
mediumof Hindi languageto
the masses. The famous
revolutionary associate of
Bhagat Singh and awell-
known Communist Shiv
Vermaquotes Satyabhakta
to the effect that Radha
Mohanand MaulanaHasrat
Mohani contributed most to
the success of Kanpur
Communist conference. It
wasfrom RadhaMohan’s

provincial committeesin
their respectiveprovinces.

His contact with the
organized Communist
movement and CPI was
short-lived. Hehadamixture
of ideas. After 1926, he
alongwithsomemembersof
Satybhakta sK anpur group
tried to form a Hindi
Samyavadi Party. This
obvioudydidnotsurvive.He
then took up active social
work.

Contact with
ShivVerma

ShivVermamet Gokulji
first in December 1926
through Vijaya Kumar
Sinha, the famous
revolutionary belongingto
Bhagat Singhgroup. Gokulji
was staying thosedaysin
Karachi Khanain Kanpur
among aworkers’ chawl-
typeplace, withtworooms.
Workersusedto stay inthe
roomsinthelower floorand
Gokulji himself intheupper
floor.

He was cutting
vegetableswhen ShivVerma
and Vijay arrived in the

morning. Shivhadseenhim
in 1925 at the time of the
CongresssessioninKanpur.
Shivwasdisappointedwith
thismeeting. But hisnext
meetingwasquitewarm, and
Gokulji asked anumber of
guestions, personal aswell
aspolitical. He gave him
‘CommunismkyaHai ?

ShivVermahad earlier
read one or two bookson
Marxism including
‘Samyavaad’ by Ram
ChandraVermawrittenin
1918. Gokulji’sbook was
very simpleand educative.
Gokulji asked himanumber
of questionswhiletaking
back hisbook returned by
Shiv, including ‘What is
communism'’ 2.

Their mutual contacts
increased, and Shiv became
a firm Marxist and a
Communist.  Gokulji
becamehisteacher of sorts
on Marxism. It wasat the
house of Gokulji that Shiv
first met Chandrashekhar
Azad. Gokulji also helped
Shiv Vermaand othersto
buy twoforeignmadepistols
from Rgjasthan. Hisfriend
Fateh Bahadur brought the
pistolshiddeninapillow.
One was used by Mani
Banerjeeto shoot SPCID
of Allahabad Banerjee, and
theother wasused by Bhagat
Singhtokill Saunders. The
samepistol wasseizedfrom
Bhagat Singh at thetimeof
assembly bomb case.

Gokulji also visited
Nepal to meet Raja
MahendraPratap but failed
tomeet him.

Inthecourseof Meerut
Congpiracy Case, thepolice
raided the house of the
younger brother of Gokulji
inAgra. They couldnot find
anything except copies of
Communism Kya Hai?.
RadhaM ohanwasout of the
town. He was arrested in
1930 and was sent to
Kanpur Jail. He was
releasedin 1932 and made
Hamirpur hisareaof work.
Hefell serioudlyillinjail due
to stomach problemslike
dysentery, etc. This
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continuedtill hisdeathin
1935.

Hewroteextensivelyin
journals like Pranvir,
Matvala, Manorama,
Maharathi, Navyug, etc.

Last Days

RadhaM ohan Gokulji
spent hislast daysinKhohi
villageinHamirpur district
near Kanpur.A small school
was started in 1933 by
Swami Brahmanand and
Vrindavan Singh among
small hillsand greenery.

Infact, theschool wasa
cover for several social and
revolutionary activities.
Youthwererecruited and
revolutionary underground
propaganda carried on.
Arms were acquired and
bombsmade. Policelateron
discoveredtheplace.

In his '70s, Radha
M ohan organized agroup of
youth around himself. He
visited thenearby villages
and gathered students to
teach. Amongtheliterature,
he also taught them Pt
Nehru's’ Lettersfromfather
to his daughter’. People
hel ped by sendingmoney by
money orders. Many
students and teachers
stayedintheschool itself and
cookedandatecollectively.

Policegot suspiciousof
RadhaM ohan’sactivities.
Itwasreportedthat aBaba
in sadhu’s attire was
organizing the youth and
training them in bomb
making. TheCollector caled
him. He went on a pony
through bad roadsdespite
not feelingwell. Onreturn
hefell ill withdiarrheaand
dysentery.

He died after about 10
dayson September 3, 1935.
Hewasafirmatheist, but at
the time of his death he
uttered the words ‘Hey
Ram’. Hewasburiedinthe
fieldsnear Khohi. Now this
siteisinshambles. Dainik
Vishvamitrapublishednews
of hisdeathwithabig photo
of his.

Such ararepersonality
wasassociatedwithCPI’s
foundation. ®
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No Quality Education...

From Page 04

itto bewatered down. We
alsowanttoknowwhenthe
chargesheetwill befiledand
what protectionisgivento
thewitnessesandthevictim,”
thebenchtold Natarg, and
asked himtofileareport.

Itsaidthestatemust take
responsibility for the
educationof thechildas"it
isacaseof violation of the
fundamenta right of thechild
andtherulesframed by UP
for the right to free and
compulsory education”.

Thebenchsaidthel PS
officer, to beappointed by
thestategovernment, should
alsogointothequestion of
whether section153A of IPC

(promotingenmity between
differentgroupsongrounds
of religion, race, place of
birth, residence, language)
should beinvoked.
Referring to the
provisions of Right to
Education Act and the
correspondingrules, which
prohibitmental and physical
harassment of studentsand
their discrimination, the
benchsaidundertheAct, the
local authority isrequiredto
ensure that no child is
subjected to caste, class,
religious, or gender abuseor
discriminationinschool.

“ S0, therecannot beany
religiousabuseinaschool,”
the Court observed and
added: “ TheStatewill have

to answer the important
guestionastowhat facilities
itwill extendtothevictimof
theoffenceunder theRTE
Actforhisquality education
as per the Act. The State
cannot expect thechildto
continueinthesameschool.”

Italsorejected Natrgj’s
submissionthat thepetitioner
hasinvoked his status of
great-grandsonof Mahatma
Gandhi inthepetitionand
said it can even treat the
petition as a suo motu
proceeding, consideringthe
factthatitraisesallegations
of gateinactionandviolation
of fundamental rights.

“Inacaselikethis, the
state should not be
concernedwiththelocusof

thepetitioner,inasmuchas
thisisacasewherenot only
wasthecrimina law process
not setinmotion, but there
was a violation of
fundamental rightsand RTE
Act,” itsaid.

The top court also
impleaded the secretary of
UPEducation Department
asaparty to the case and
soughtareportfromhimon
counselling of thestudents
and better educational
facilitiesforthevictim. The
bench said after looking at
all thereportson October
30, itwill consider whether
any further directionsare
requiredtobeissued.Italso
directed the state
government to place on
record the detailed
guidelineslaiddownby the
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National Commissionfor
Protection of ChildRights
(NCPCR) about imposing
physical punishment on
students.

TheMuzaffarnagar Police
had booked the teacher
accused of making
communal commentsand
allegedly ordering her
studentstoslapaMuslim
classmatefor notdoinghis
homework.

The school was also
served anoticeby thestate
education department in
connection with the
matter. The teacher was
booked after a video
showed her allegedly asking
studentstoslaptheClass?2
boy in Khubbapur village
andasomakingacommunal
remark.

CPI Lauds Role of ISRO...

From Page 03

theBill withsomany hurdles
— censusand delimitation.
Herecalledastory wherea
foxisinvited for adinner
wherethefoxisserved soup
on alarge plate. The fox
couldnot sipasingledrop
of thesoup. Thesamething
could happenwiththebill,
which is not meant for
empowerment of womenbut
isonly for BJP'selectoral
purpose. The country
knows it and people will
defeat BJP when the
el ectionshappen.

On SciencePolicy

Participating in the
discussion on ‘India’s
Glorious space journey
marked by successful soft
landing of Chandrayan-3'
CPI national executive
member Sandosh Kumar P
said on September 20, 2023
that hejoinsthemembersof
this august House to
congratul atethosescientists
andworkerswhomadethis
spectacular achievement.
Thereisno pointinmaking
alengthy speech. Congress
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member Jairam Ramesh has
madean absolutely brilliant
gpeechonhow mesmerizing
isthehistory of thelndian
spacescience. Itall started
with the leadership of
Jawaharla Nehru, who had
friendship with Albert
Einstein and many other
scientists.

Saying that heisfrom
Kerala, the CPI leader
pointedoutthatitwasastate
whichintroduced science
policy intheyear 1972 for
thefirsttimeinthehistory
of India. But unfortunately
theminister concernedwhen
asked about thelndianstate
that introduced thescience
policy for thefirsttime, the
answer wasvery shocking.
Theminister stated that it
was Gujarat in the year
2018. Thisshowshow the
ruling dispensation is
creating new history. They
areabsol utely disconnected
with history andreality. In
their mad rush to praise
PrimeMinister Narendra
Modi, they even forget
former PrimeMinister AB
Vajpayee.

Sandosh Kumar P
requested the chairmanto
kindly correct that answer
becauseit wasCPI |eader
CAchuthaMenon, one of
thegreat statesmen of this
country, whointroducedthe
first sciencepolicy inthe
country, and notin Gujarat
in 2018. It is absolutely
contrary tothefacts. Itis
important to notethat our
country ismovingforward
andinthecomingyears, we
will achievemoreand more
things.

Scienceandtechnol ogy
Is not the monopoly of
anyone. Science and
technology will continue.
There is no point in
comparing the speeds of
Lunar Mission,Adityaand
Chandrayaan. Theminister
wascomparing the speeds
of Lunar Mission, Aditya
and Chandrayaan. Timehas
changed andtechnol ogy has
changed. Obviously, new
technology will helpusmove
forward. That reality hasto
be accepted. It is not
because of the political
leadership. Political

|eadership hasanimportant
role to play but don’t
undermine history, don’t
eclipsethecontributionsof
others.

Govt’sSincerity on
Reservation Doubtful

Participating in the
Constitution (OneHundred
and Twenty Eighth
Amendment) Bill, 2023,
Sandosh Kumar Psaid on
September 21 that the CPI
has always stood for the
empowerment of women.
Leaders like Geeta
Mukherjee were
instrumental in bringing
women'’sreservation. Now,
the important questionis
whether thegovernmentis
seriousinimplementingthis
Bill. Itislinkingboth Census
andddimitationwiththisBill.
The Union minister who
brought this Bill was
explaining many things, but
he did not explain the
connection of thisBill with
theCensusanddelimitation.

Hewanted to know the
probleminimplementingthe
reservationinthecoming
elections. Wehave542 L ok
Sabhaseatsand 181 canbe
given. Thecountry wantsto

know the problem that is
preventingthegovernment
from implementing this
legislation and making it
practical in the coming
elections. He wanted to
bring to the notice of the
government that thereisa
casependingintheSupreme
Court of Indiawhichwas
initiated by one of the
prominent women’s
organisations in India,
namely, National Federation
of IndianWomen (NFIW).
That caseispendingandall
political partieshavebeen
made a party to it. The
government of Indiaand
amost all statesarea sopart
of that case. Whenlast time
theSupremeCourt askedfor
thestepstaken by theUnion
government, the counsel
representing the Union
Governmentwasabsolutely
defenceless.

TheBillinfactisaface-
savingmission. Indiaisa
country whichstandsat 140"
rank in aworld report on
women'sroleinpoliticsthat
hasrecently comeout. We
wholeheartedly supportthis
Bill, butwesincerely doubt
the intention of the
government. |
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Fall in Job Creation ShowsEconomicDistress

The era of joblessness
that began with Prime
Minister Narendra M odi
assuminghissecondtermin
2019, hasbeenworsening
with the substantial
decreasein regular job
creation. Coupledwithhigh
prices and inflation, the
situation pushed peopleinto
unprecedented economic
distressthat ledriseinself-
employment rather thanthe
so-called economicgrowth
that thegovernment hasbeen
boasting about.

Themost recent study by
AzimPremji Univergtytitled
“State of Working India
2023 saysthat the paceof
regular wagejob creation
has decreased due to the
growth slowdown and the
pandemic. The gender-
based earning disparities
have stagnated since 2017
whenwomenwereearning
76 percent as wage in
comparisontomenworkers.

Theconnectionbetween
growth and good jobs
remains weak, the study
found, suggesting that
“policiespromoting faster
growth need not promote
fasterjobcreation.” Decent
employment growth was
faster between 2004 and
2019, aswell astheshareof
workerswithregular wage
or salariedwork,grew from
18 percentto 25 percent for
men and 10 to 25 percent
forwomen. However, since
2019, both haveplummeted
to 20 percent for women.
Post-covid, the
unemploymentrateremains
above 15 percent for
graduates and more
worryingittouchesahuge
42 percent for graduates
under 25.

After falling or being
stagnant since2004, female
employment rates
(Women’s Participation
Rateor WPRisshort) have
risensince2019, but for the
wrongreasons. Since2019,
theincreaseinratehasbeen

due to a rise in self-
employmentwhichwasled
by economicdistress, not by
economic growth. Before
Covid, 50 percent of women
wereself-employed. After
Covid, this rose to 60
percent. Asaresult, earnings
from self-employment
declinedinreal termsover
thisperiod. Eventwoyears
after the 2020 lockdown,
self-employment earnings
wereonly 85percent of what
they wereintheApril-June
2019 quarter.

Thestudy hasfoundthat
SCand ST entrepreneurship
are still rare. SC and ST
ownersof enterprisesare
barely represented among
firmsemployingmorethan

20
Correspondingly, upper
caste overrepresentation
increaseswithfirmsize.

workers.

Before2019, economic
growth pulled peopleout of
agricultureandtheshareof
regular salaried workers
rose. But women left the
workforceandinformality
levels remain a concern.
Althoughtheshareof non-
agricultural employment
rose, it wasnot matched by
asimilarincreaseintheshare
of regular wageemployment
or employment in the
organized sector.

Thecasteanalysisshows
that SCworkersarefar more
likely to be in casual
employment compared to

Dr Gyan Pathak

others. As of 2021-22,
around 22 percent of SC
workerswereregular wage
ascomparedto 32 percent
of others. However, 40
percent of SCworkerswere
in casual employment as
comparedtoonly 13 percent
for others. SCworkershave
beenincreasingly moving
from agriculture into
construction, which has
remained the principal
sourceof casual work.

The employment

structure varies far more
across gender and caste
identitiesthanit doesacross
religion, thestudy says. Itis

worth notingthat Muslims
arelesslikelytoholdregular
wagejobsand morelikely
to be in own-account or
casual wagework over the
entirefour-decade period
after controlling for
education, household size,
state, and other relevant
factors. It may berecalled
that persistent under-
representation in regular
wagework wasnotedinthe
Sachar Committee Report
of 2006. It continuesto be
a matter of concern, the
study emphasi zed.
Inthenon-farmsectorin
India, output consistently
grew much faster than
employment, whichresulted
ina steady fall in the

employmenteadticity, which
is far lower than the
devel opingcountry average.
The most recent period
(2017-2021) isanexception
to the trend. Growth
significantly slowed down
but employment rose
sharply. The study
concluded based on this
government datathat growth
and employment havebeen
uncorrelated. However,
other sources suspect the
dataitself and question —
how can employmentrise
when economic growth
slows down? Yes, it can
happen dueto faulty ways
of countingemploymentand
unemploymentinthecountry.

The unemployment

b o ~-
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scenarioisdisturbing for
educated youth, the study
haspointed out, thoughitis
still highamongall below 25
years of age. Quoting the

government PLFSdatafor
2021-22, the study
highlighted the

unemployment rateamong
illiterate at 13.5 percent,
literate but below primary
10.6, Primary or middle 15,
secondary 18.1, higher
secondary 21.4, and
graduate and above 42.3
percent. For youth between
25 and 29 years of age
unemployment among
higher secondary was at
10.6 and among graduates
andabovewas22.8 percent.
Even at the agesof 30 and

34, unemployment among
graduatesand abovewasas
high as9.8 percent.

The study raises a
pertinent question while
pointing out that graduates
eventudlyfindjobs, butwhat
isthenatureof thejobsthey
find,anddothesematchtheir
skillsand aspirations?More
researchisneeded onthis
important topic, the study
suggests.

Themajority of women
remain outside the
workforceinlIndiadueto
supply and demand side
challenges, thestudy pointed
out. Female L abour Force
Participation Rates(LFPR)
inamost all states of the
country liebelow thelineof
bestfit,whichmeansfemale
LFPRs are lower than
predictedfor their level of
per capita GDP. Even if
gender normschangeand
arenolonger abarrier for
women to undertake paid
work, there remains the
guestion—arethereenough
jobs?Thestudy findsseveral
pieces of evidence
negativelyimpactingfemale
LFPR.

Between2017and 2021,
there was a slowdown in
overall regular wage job
creation but formal jobs
(withawrittencontract and
benefits) as a share of all
regularwagework rosefrom
25% to 35%. In 2020-
21(pandemicyear) regular
wageemploymentfell by 2.2
million. But thisnet change
hidesanincreaseinformal
employmentby 3millionand
alossof about 5.2 million
of semi andinformal regular
wageemployment. While
half of thel ost employment
isaccountedfor by women,
only athird of theincrease
in formal employment
accruedtowomen. So, innet
terms, women lost out on
formal employmentinthis
period. Not only that, there
was a shift towards self-
employment duetodistress.
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Call toDefeat...

From Page 15

dissent andtheserightsfind
placeinindianConstitution.
These rights are under
attack invariousgarbs.

Itistheparamount duty
of the working class to
protect these rights for
themselves and for the
wholesociety.

The initiatives by the
tradeunionstobuildbridges
withthefarmers arepositive
devel opments, themeeting
had noted. In this
background while
discussing the activities
conductedinthereporting
period, itwasnotedthat the
programmesconducted on
thejointcall fromtheplatform
of Central TradeUnionson
August 9, thehistoricday of
QuitIndiamovement against
British colonial rule and

supported by the Samyukta
Kisan Morcha set the
direction of the working
classtotakeheadlongthe
anti-worker, anti-farmer and
anti-national policies of
NarendraModi led RSS-
BJPgovernment.

The General Council
expresseditssatisfactionon
thesuccessful holding of the
All IndiaJoint Convention
of Workers and Farmers
held on August 24 at
Talkatora Stadium with
participation of 7,000
delegatesfromten central
trade unions, dozens of
sectoral Federations and
Associations of the
organised and unorganized
sectorsand about 32farmers
organizations under the
banner of Samyukt Kisan
Morcha. This joint

convention of the
movementsof twos gnificant
productive forces of the
country ishistoricandits
message must percolate
down.

October 3, 2023 would
beobservedasblack dayin
al thedistrictsof Indiawith
protests at district
headquarters jointly by
workersandfarmers. This
istheday when the son of
thehomeminister for state
crushed farmersunder his
jeepinLakhimpur Kheri. It
was an attempt to kill the
democraticrightsof people
whoraisetheir voiceagainst
injustice. Thegovernment
should be thoroughly
exposed of itsdesignstokill
any opposition, therightto
dissent and freedom of
expression.

Thiswill befollowed by
yatras and campaign
programmesfor thesuccess

of next programmeof action
as Mahapadav at Raj
Bhawansall over Indiafor
threedaysfrom November
261028, 2023. Thedate of
beginning of Mahapadavis
November 26 whenin2020
onthisday tradeunionswent
on nationwidegenera strike
on their demands and the
farmersstartedtheir march
towardsDelhi against three
farmlawsimposed onthem
along with other demands.

Severa resolutionswere
adopted on the pressing
issues of theworkersand
common masses. The
council adoptedaresolution
calling upon theworking
classto extend support to
oppositionallianceINDIA
intheforthcomingelections
and placed itsdemandsto
beincluded by thealliance
intotheir commitmentsto
working masses.

Themeetingresolvedto
observeOctober 31AITUC
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Foundation Day in grand
manner withfull vigour to
pledgetowork hardsideby
sidewiththeother toiling
massestosalvagelndiafrom
thefascist forces.

Our commitmenttocarry
forward the decisions
National Convention of
Workers on January 30,
2023 and All India Joint
Convention of Workersand
Farmers on August 24,
2023, their messagetofight
theanti-worker, anti-farmer,
anti-peopleandanti-national
policies of the RSS-BJP
government, to carry the
message to all nook and
corner of the country, to
exposethereal faceof the
government for the people
to dethrone this ruthless
tyrant regime needsto be
fulfilledwithall sincerity.

Defeat RSS-BJP
Government! Save
Nation, Save People!! B

No Solution to Ailments....

From Front Page

elections was entirely
democratic andlegitimate
formof thewill of thepeople.
Thisbreak itself isevident
enough that in a federal
parliamentary democracy,
holding simultaneous
electionsfor theHouseof the
Peopleand stateassemblies
may havearestrictiveeffect
onthefranchiseandverdict
of the people, asdifferent
statesmay throw different
resultsunaligned withthe
resultsfor theUnion.

Postthedemoalitionof the
Babri Masjid, four state
governmentsweredismissed
by thePresdentcitingfailure
of constitutional machinery.
Though the CPI is in
opposition of President’s
ruleonaprincipled basis,
many have demanded
President’sruleinManipur
looking at the complete
collapseof administrationin
thestate. Theproposal being
pushed hasno mechanism
for dealing with such a
situation, except to
perpetuateun-democracyin
thestates.

Onemajor reason being
offeredfor thedesirability
of ‘One Nation, One
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Elections isfinancid. Heavy
premiumisbeing posedon
theideaasit will savethe
expenditure involved in
holding elections by
thousands of crores of
rupees. Election expenses
from the State are those
involvedinsettinguppolling
booths, payment of TA/DA
to personnel, transport
arrangements, purchase of
ink, etc. Itisbeing argued
that holding simultaneous
electionswill significantly
reduce, or may halvethese
expenditures. However,
data sourced from the
Election Commission of
Indiatellsusvery clearly that
electoral expensesarenot
simplevariablesand should
bestudied carefully before
making such sweeping
generalized remarks.

For example, inAndhra
Pradesh, simultaneous
electionstook placein 2014
and the average cost per
assembly constituency was
Rs1.66 crores. Inanother
large state, Madhya
Pradesh, elections to the
Lok Sabha and state
assembly were held
separately and the
combined costwasRs1.43
crore per constituency.

Simultaneouselectionsor
separate, thedifferenceis
small and* OneNation, One
Elections' isnopanaceafor
electoral expenses or
mal practices, except that it
curtallspeople sdemocratic
franchise.

Further, ‘One Nation,
OneElection’ isalsogoing
tohavefixed coststhat may
outweigh the financial
prudenceargument. Tohold
simultaneousel ections, the
procurement of EVMsonan
unprecedentedscaleitselfis
alarge expenditure apart
fromtheir safestoragefor
afive years period. Itis
illogical tokeeptheEVMs
lockedfor fiveyearswhen
they can beusedto conduct
electionsindifferent states
andlocal bodies, justforthe
sakeof savingmoney which
isnotguaranteedatall. What
our country needs are
comprehensive electoral
reformsaimedat freeandfair
elections, not Narendra
Modi’sshallow solutions.
Onereason being citedis
reduced expenditure on
account of political parties,
withoutconsideringavailable
optionslikestatefunding of
electionsasrecommended
by the Indrajit Gupta

Committee.

We must put an end to
institutionalized corruption
in the form of electoral
bonds and should frame
better |awsto curtail money
and muscle power in
elections.Afewenthusiastic
supporters have also
expressed thefar-fetched
expectation that ‘One
Nation, OneElection’ will
reducetheinstanceof hate
speech, sincefewer rallies
meanfewer instancesof hate
speech. Theclaimisonly
worthy of ridicule since
instead of recommending
stringent punishmentsfor
thosewhoindulgein hate
speech, itaimstocurtail the
number of interactions
peoplehavewith political
leaders. Thebiasof media
housesisdamagingthefree
flow of information that
needs tackling, not
homogenizingelections.

Itisdisturbingto seethat
theUniongovernment has
completely morphedintoa
political party perpetually
concerned about el ections.
Themgjority of 2019isbeing
abused to turn our
democracy intoanelectoral
autocracy. For al theclaims
of sweeping changes, all of
Narendra Modi’s grand
designs have been
spectacular failluresandhave

unleashedgreat misery upon
thepeople. Demonetization
destroyed our economy and
thefaulty GST hascaused
the demise of hundreds of
small producingunits. Prime
Minister Narendra M odi
and his party have ably
shown their concern for
electionsand democratic
franchise in the case of
Jammu and Kashmir where
people are without any
democratic representation
from2019itself.

Coming together of
parties with secular,
democratic and patriotic
values has made the BJP
restless. INDIA has got
under Narendra Modi’s
skin. BJPcan seethethreat
toitscontinuationinoffice
fromtheunity of democratic
people. ‘OneNation, One
Election’ and changesinthe
manner Chief Election
Commissionerisappointed,
takentogether,arenotBJP's
answertoany of theaillments
of the present electoral

system. It demands
comprehensive electoral
reform including

proportional representation
andlevel playingfieldtothe
political parties. OneNation,
OneElectionisadesperate
attempt of BJPtoremainin
power and continue with
trampling democracy. B
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Communist Youth Festival —AnAwe-I nspiring
Political Event Concludesin Athens

The three-day 49"
CommunistYouth Festival,
whichhasbeeninspiringthe
youth popul ationsacrossthe
worldhasconcludeditsfinal
day session in Athens on
September 23,2023. Young
Communists around the
world participateand share
their economic, social and
political valuesamongthe
youth. Thecommunistyouth
of Greece(KNE) organised
the huge worldwide
programme.

Thousands of peopl e of
every age, fromevery corner
of Athensbut alsofromother
cities, attended theeventsof
thefirstday whichincluded
music concerts, political
discussions, stand-up
comedy and other
activities.

Amongtheevents, thefirst
day on September 21 of the
Festival was marked by
music concerts given by
popular artists, including
concerts dedicated to
MikisTheodorakis, poetand
playwright lakovos
Kampanelis, popular
composer ManolisChiotis,
Asia Minor, etc. An
emotional eventwasheldin
memory of communi st actor
and former KKE
MP, KostasK azakos, who
died aweek ago.

Numerous visitors
attendedthepolitical event
titled” Theimperidistwarin
Ukraineandthestanceof the
communists”, with the
keynote speaker being
EliseosVagenas, head of the
International Relations
Section of the CC of the
KKE. Other speakers
included Ivan Zakorov on
behalf of theRevolutionary
Communist Youth L eagueof
Russia(Bolsheviks), while
astatement of theyouthwing
of theUnionof Communists
of Ukrainewasread. Atthe
side-lines of the event,
FrixosBrouzgos, member of
the CC of the KNE,
presented the new bookl et
of KNE’s ideological
committee under thetitle
“Truths and Lies for

Capitalism” whichfocuses
ontheimperialistwar.

It must benoted that 35
representatives of
CommunistYouthsandAnti-
imperialist youth
organizations are
participatinginthisyear’s
festival inAthens. Thekiosks
of theforeign delegations,
whichattract theinterest of
thefestival’svisitors, are
located in the so-called
“International City” inthe
heart of TritsisPark.

Under theslogan“The
new generationwithKKE
forthebig, thebeautiful, the
sensational” (N.
Beloyannis)- Socialism, the
answer inthe21st century”,

KNE-Odigitisfestival. The
major slogan of thisyear’s
festival was" WiththeKKE,
for Sociaism, sothat thelight
vanquish the darkness”,
inspired by communi st poet
NazimHikmet.

The festival included
numerous political and
cultural activities,including
music concertsby some of
thecountry’ smost popul ar
artists such as Maria
Farantouri, GeorgeDalaras
and Vasilis
Papakonstantinou, theatrical
performances, book
presentations, stand-up
comedy, variousexhibitions
and sportsevents.

Beingoneof thecountry’s

Indian Prime minister has
failedtosay aword against
hisMP. Thelndianmediaor
theGodi mediahasfailedto
condemn the slur on the
Mudims.

The Al Jazeera says
BJP’'s Ramesh Bidhuri
makes | slamophobic and
threatening remarksagainst
Kunwar DanishAli duringa
debate. Abusing Muslims,
OBCs, Adiwasis and
Dalits,who have been
historically marginalised by
the privileged castes in
Indiahavebecomeanintegra
part of theBJPRSSculture.
They say thereisnothing
wrong in it. This
I slamophobiahasreduced

thisyear’sK NE-Odigitis
Festival concludes its
journey.

Inafully-packedTritsis
Park, thousands
communists, workers,
people of every age, men
and women, attended the
event, where the keynote
speaker was Dimitris
Koutsoumbas, General
Secretary of the CC of the
Communist Party of Greece
(KKE). Opening speeches
were delivered by the
Secretary of the CC of
KNE, ThodorisKotsantis,
aswell asGiannisProtoulis,
member of the Political
Bureau of the CC of the
KKE.

Theeventswasthepeak
of aseriesof eventsall over
the country, within the
framework of the 49th

most significant annual
cultural events, the KNE-
Odigitis festival spans a
history of 45years. The 1st
festival of KNE and her
newspaper “ Odigitis’ took
place on September 1975,
justmonthsafter thecollapse
of the 7-year old military
dictatorship.

World mediaon
I slamophobia: racist
slursinindian
Parliament

Worldmediahassharply
reacted on theincident of
bashing by communal and
fascist rightist majoritarian
party BJPRSSinthelndian
parliament againstan M P
fromaminority section. A
BJPMPabusedaMuslim
MPnaminghimas‘terrorist,
pimp’ by BJPmemberinside
India’ sparliament andthe

IndianMuslimstolivingin
suchastateof fearintheir
ownlandthey grinand bear
everything.

Thereport says, that the
speaker of L ok Sabha, who
isalsoanRSScadrerefused
to takeany action against
erringand abusiveBJPMP.
The speaker suspendsthe
Opposition M Psfor every
dropapinorfortrivia issues
and hereoutright abuseis
condoned. The Indian
legislature has starting
playingpoliticsover mgority
versus minority card
disrespectingthepluralistic
Indian Constitution.

Mulla is another
pejorativewordfor Mudims
inSouthAsia. Theremarks
insdethe newlyinaugurated
parliament buildingsparked
angry reactions from the

Diary of

| nternational

Events
C. Adhikesavan

opposition parties and
social media users who
demanded strict action
against Bidhuri.

The RSS refers to
RadhtriyaSvayamsavakSangh,
theruling BJP sfar-right
ideological mentor that aims
to create an ethnic Hindu
state in the world’s most
popul ouscountry. Bhagwat
headstheRSS, which boasts
of millions of lifetime
members in India and
abroad.Ali saidif anelected
legislator could be
threatened inside a
parliamentlikethis, then*it
speaksvolumesabout what
anaverageMusliminthis
country would be
facing”.Omar Abdullah, a
politician from Indian-
administered Kashmir, said
hateagainstMudimsinindia
“hasbeenmainstreamed|ike
never before”, writes Al
Jazeera.

Ali,thelegidator,saidhe
wouldfileaprivilegenotice
with the speaker to seek
action against
Bidhuri.Political observers
say Bidhuri’ sremarksareyet
another instance of anti-
Muslimrhetoric andabuses
used by the membersand
supportersof the BJP.

Sky Newsof Britainhas
vehemently opposed the
suronMuslimscommunity
insidethelndianparliament.
After an abusive tirade,
which stemmed from an
argument about the prime
minister, anemotional Ali
threatened to leave
parliament if noactionwas
taken.

Narendra Modi has
reducedIndianMuslimsto
livinginsuchastateof fear
intheir ownlandthat they
grinandbear everything. Ali
hasrequested theissuebe
referred to parliament’s
privilegescommittee.
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Sabha elections, the AIADMK
Monday announced it is snapping ties with the

chief minister CN Annadurai. — The Indian
Express, September 26.

BJP-led NDA alliance. After a resolution was
passed unanimously at arecent party meetingin
Chennai, theAIADMK announced that it would
|ead aseparatefront during theupcoming el ections.
Now, theend of thealliance wasnot completely

NARI
SHAKTI.

The Supreme Court gave the Nagaland
government timetill November 10to passthe
legislationto givewomen 33% reservationin
urbanlocal bodies, reminding thestatethat the
“proof of thepuddingisintheeating”. “This
matter has been pending now for several \
years. We understand the state hasto take
many factorsinto consideration. But the proof
of the puddingisintheeating. Sowhenwill
we have it,” the bench of justices Sanjay
Kishan Kaul and Sudhanshu Dhulia said.
Nagaland’ sadvocategeneral KN Balagopal
told thetop court that thebill, which sought
to introduce 33% reservation in 36 town
councilsand threemunicipal councils, was
expected to becomeareality beforethenext
hearing. He said tribal leaders of 16 major
tribes and 7 minor tribes have been taken
into confidenceby the state government and
the bill, currently pending before a select
committee of the assembly, will be passed
before the next date. — The Hindustan Times,
September 26.

4% CONDITIONS
APPLY
unexpected. It's also not the first time the two
partieshavedecidedto part ways. Therehasbeen
trouble brewing withinthealliancefor sometime
e now, with leadership constantly at odds over a

Inamovethat significantly alterstheTamil ~range of issues — the latest being a purported
Nadu political |andscapeahead of the2024 Lok  remark by BJPstate chief K Annamalai onformer

* k%

The Indian Space Research Organisation

(ISRO) created history onAugust 23 by landing
near the south pol e of the Moon on August 23,

making Indiaonly thefourth nationto land
successfully onthelunar surface after the
US, Russiaand China.Somanath recall ed
an incident that had deeply affected him.
“Many yearsago...inlaunchof GSLV Mark-
Il expedition, therewasevery possibility
of afailure but somebody had to take the
decision (of launching) and | took it. | think
| wasthreatened... thatitwouldbea' colossal
failure’,” he said. — DNA, September 26.

* k%

“ After theannouncement of thesetickets,

" Shivrgj and Scindiaaresaying that our power

isslipping away but let’s make surethese
leaders lose their power aswell. Its clear
that the BJP is scared of the image of
Malikarjun Kharge and Rahul Gandhi. Just

look at the anger of the peopleof MP. 1CM, 2
Central Ministersand 7 MPswill beunableto
savethe Shivraj government” said Surjewala
inapost on X. — DNA, September 26.
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per cent of thewealth. The
report further said that if
India shillionairesaretaxed
onceat two per centontheir
entirewealth, itwould meet
therequirement of Rs40,423
crore for the nutrition of
malnourishedinthecountry
forthenextthreeyears. The
hunger index of Indiahas
further gone bad and the
country standsat 107 among
122 nations.

Whilethecountry suffers
from multiple crises like
hunger, unemployment,
inflation and health
cdamities, Indid shillionaires
aredoingextremely well for
themselves. The poor,
meanwhile, are unableto
affordevenbasicnecessities
tosurvive. The number of
hungry Indiansincreasedto
350millionin2022from 190
millionin2018.

Thefailureto tax rich
people and corporations
fairly exacerbatesinequality
asgovernmentsthenresort
totaxingtherest of society
more. Heavy reliance on
consumptiontaxeslike VAT
increasesinequality andis
regressiveinnaturebecause
poor people pay alarger
share of their incomes.
Accordingto government
sourcesthesharein GST of
top 10 per cent popul ation
is merely three per cent,
whereasthesharein GST of
bottom 50 per centis64.5
per cent.

Thegovernment waved
off Rs14.491akhcroreloans
of defaultersinnineyears
whereasfarmersaresuffering
duetoindebtedness.

Theattacksonthe PSUs
continuewhilethebusiness
promotion of foreign and
Indian corporates is
weakeningthevery basesof
Indianeconomy. Therecent
visitsof PrimeMinister to
USA and other countries
before G-20 have exposed
enoughthat theagendawas
promotion of corporatesas
againstour PSUs. Muchof
theagendaof thearmament
industry of US and some
otherswasfulfilled. Hisvisit
inFrancehasalready raised

thequestiononRaffaeleand
other deals.

Sixty oneyears' efforts
of our scientists and
engineers brought the
successof Chandrayaan-3
mission and the nation
celebrateditinright earnest.
Butthetruthcametoforethat
theengineersand other staff
of Hindustan Engineers
Corporation(HEC), aPSU
that hel ped | SROdid not get
wagesfor 18 months. Itwas
hearteningto notethatitis
our BSNL, another PSU
which hasplayedthevital
roleinthe communication
system of Chandrayaan-3.
The government isdoing
everything possibletofavour
itscorporatefriendstokill
BSNL business. The
circular of RBI askingPSBs
to reach negotiated
settlement with
willful defaultersisnothing
butnakedly hel pingthewillful
lootersof public money.

Demonetisation, eectora
bondsand PM Care Fund
withnoaccountability point
tocorruptionfor amassing
public money. RSS-BJP
government hasprovedto
bethemost corruptone. The
report makesit clear that the
BJP-RSS government’s
policies are nakedly
promoting corporates
specially thetwo of Prime
Minister’sfriends. Thisis
precisely what is called
building crony capitalism.

Inour country we have
beenprotestingandresisting
throughunited oppositionby
the platform of thecentral
tradeunionstheregressive
labour law changes and
codification. The central
government hasmaderules
centrally, and alsothrough
thestategovernmentsruled
by itsown party or where
they arerulingincoalition.
Inunionterritories, they are
imposingcentra rules.Many
of thegovernmentsareyet
toframetherulesinstates.
The meeting called upon
unionsto develop bigger
resistancenottolettherules
framed or wheretheseare
framed, nottobeallowedto
notify andimplement. RSS-
BJP government wantsto

weakentheresistancetoits
policiesfromtheorganised
trade union movement.
Hence the labour law
changesandcodificationare
the tools to weaken and
cripplecollectivebargaining.

Having failed on all
counts the ruling party
dependson the politicsof
hatred, communal divideand
on‘HinduRashtra’ slogan.
Thecommunally charged
violent groupsaregetting
boost. Therearehorrifying
detailsfrom Haryanathat
police is allowing such
groupstocarry forwardthe
activitiesof thevigilante
groupsinthenameof cow
safety/ cow protectionforce.
It is an example of state
apparatusallowing private
personstotakelaw intheir
own hands.

The instances of
communal violenceonRam
Navami Day and the
incidentsinreligiousyatrain
Nuh in Haryana are
indicatorsenough for the
futureeventstounfoldif the
government continues to
shelter thesegroupsunder
thegarbof rdigiousactivities.

ThesituationinManipur
continuestobevolatile. The
incidentsof parading naked
girlsandwomeninManipur
shamed Indiabut it did not
bringany remorsetothetop
leadersinBJPincludingthe
PrimeMinisterwhokepthis
mouthshuttill theParliament
began. TheBJPruled state
isexposedby several visiting
teamswhichfoundthat the
government not only
allowed the situation to
worsenbut wasconnivingin
letting the situation
deteriorate. Thevotepolitics
ispriority of therulingregime
inthe Centrethantheunity
and integrity of our nation
and our people’s livingin
peaceand harmony.

Theregressiveapproach
in the field of education
continueswiththeulterior
motive to make next
generationsto beblinded of
redlities. Theseforceswould
finditeasiertospread myths
and communal violenceon
emotiveissues. Thesyllabus

is under change. The
Darwintheory andindustrial
revolution chapters are
removed fromtext books.
MaulanaA zad goes out of
syllabus. Savarkar is
introduced while the
assassi nation of Mahatma
Gandhi andbanimposedon

RSSareremovedfromthe
books.
The misuse of

governmentinstitutionshas
been fast paced and the
instancesof theuseof ED,
CBI,UAPA,NIA,NSAand
seditionlaw have become
are more common to
suppress the opposition
voices.

Thehighest officeinthe
country wasal sonot spared
by Narendra Modi
government, whichisevident
from the fact the way the
inauguration of new
Parliament was conducted
ignoring all democratic
traditionsand decorum by
notinviting thehead of the
Constitution of India,
President Droupadi Murmu.
Thenaked show of religious
bias as against secular
traditionsand useof Sengol
ignoringall factsof history,
asifitistransfer of throne
to a new king is self-
explanatory.All theseare
aimedat pushingthecountry
toanauthoritarianautocratic
state. Thedichotomy of the
situation was that the
perpetrator of alleged
crimesof sexual harassment
wasenjoyingthehospitality
of thegovernment andthe
youngwrestlerswhobrought
laurels to the country by
winning medals in
international competitions
werebeing brutally lathi-
charged along with their
supporters. Thenaked use
of policeforcesto suppress
thegenuinecausesandthe
movementswasonceagain
evident, butin moreblatant
way.

Thetreatment meted out
to those who risked their
own professional carriers,
courageously raising the
issueof sexual harassment
tothem, had shakennot only
them but all those who
cherishdemocracy andstand
forjustice.

Thedemocratic spaces

15

are shrinking further and
mediabeinggagged, thevoice
of opposition, themovement
andagitationsarenctfinding
placeinthemedia.

India is continuously
slipping in the index of
freedom of press. Last year
Indiawasplaced at 150 out
of 180 countries. Thisyear
Indiaslipped downto 161,
whereasPakistanis152 and
Sri Lankaisat 135, Bhutan
1s90. Indiaislisted among
the37 nationsconsideredto
be worst for journalists.
Death of journalist on duty
ismoreinindiathanany other
nation.

The battles are further
beingdrawnsharply between
the wealth producing
working massesand those
whoexploitthelabour tothe
hilttomaximizetheir profits
invariouspartsof theworld.
Itisthe corporateloot all
around and the finance
capital islookingfor every
opportunity to gain
businessesand marketsin
any part of theworld. RSS-
BJP government in our
country isnot only working
for theamass of money by
corporates specially the
closefriendsof PM, itisalso
working for the foreign
corporates to put their
foothold moredeepintoour
economy posing athreat to
our sovereignrightsonour
natura resourcesandnational
assets.

Now is the time not to
|leaveany stoneunturnedto
overthrow thisanti-national
government. AITUC has
beenplayingsignificantrole
in the joint movement of
trade unions towards this
goal.

Thetradeunionsinindia
evolved in democratic
assertion of I ndian masses
against the oppression and
suppression of the local
exploitersandthecolonial
masters. Tradeunions, the
collectiveof workerstofight
for their rights, for present
andfutureisthebasictenets
of ademocracy. AITUC
playeditsroleinestablishing
righttounioniseandcollective
bargaining, right to
democracy, righttofreedom
of expression andright to

On Page 12
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AITUC General Council Meeting

CALL TO DEFEAT ANTI-PEOPLE,
ANTI-NATIONAL BJP IN ELECTIONS
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AITUC General Council
met at Tiruppur in Tamil
Nadufrom September 22to
24 with participation of
membersfrom 22 statesand
All  India Sectoral
Federations and
Associations. Themeeting
discussed the prevailing
political and economic
situation, thestatusinregard
to democracy, secularism
and harmony inthesociety
andtheroleof workingclass
in the forthcoming
Parliament elections in
2024.

Thereportonpolitica and
economic development
notedthat theeconomyisin
deepcrises. Theever-rising
prices of essential

OUNCIL
g

AlITUC general secretary Amarjeet Kaur addressing the meeting

commodities—theceredls,
pulses, wheat flour, rice,
cooking oil, cooking gas
whichhadreached Rs1,200
acylinder, 15 per cent hike
inretall milk pricesinlastone
year — are telling on the
masses. It is only due to
ensuing el ectionsthat Rs200
rebate was announced on
gascylinder. It costs now
more than Rs 900 per
cylinderwhichisdoublethan
what wasthepricein2014.

The rate of rise in
unemployment rateisnot
receding, rather it is
increasing. Theminister for
labour and employment
admitted that about 1.2
croresof jobswerecreated
in nine years against the

Amarjeet Kaur
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promise of creating two
crorejobsevery year. Even
theclaimof having created
1.2 crore jobs is an
exaggeration.

The worsening of
unemploymentsituationisa
matter of seriousconcern.
Every day thenewsof job
cuts and lockouts are
received not only from
industrial hubsand service
sector but alsofromthel T
sectorwherehighly quaified
youthisinemployment.

With the downfall of
Adani empire after the
Hindenburg report came
out, the public sector

........

undertakings which had
invested huge amount in
Adani companiesareintight
position. About Rs30,000
croresof LICandRs42,000
croresof SBI wereinvested
in Adani companies.
Similarly shippingcompany,
Paradeep, GAIL, 10C, to
name a few PSUs were
made to invest and it is
understood that the PMO
played the role of a
facilitator. Itisworldwide
known that the Prime
Minister took personal
interest and promoted Adani
companiesfortheir business
expansion in several
countries. In mines in
Austraialndiangovernment

company and money
arrangement wasfacilitated
through PSU Bank, SBI.
Homeminister gavecover
for Adani’s Mauritius
Company. For Portinlsragl,
Indiangovernment stoodfor
sovereign guarantee for
Adani group. In Sri Lanka
alsoreportsaretherethat
there are electricity
generation contracts.

The council noted that
Oxfam India’s report on
inequalityinindiareleased
onJanuary 16, 2023 finds
that just five per cent of
Indiansown morethan 60
per cent of the country’s
wealth, whilethebottom 50
per cent possessonly three

stood asguaranteefor Adani On Page 15
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AITUC working president Binoy Viswam addressing the meeting
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