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SAVE INDIA, CHANGE INDIA

With the country inching closer to pollsin five
states followed by the parliamentary elections, the
situation remainsquitedireandcritical. Thesinister
design of the powersto be to transform the country
sociallyandpoliticallyin themodeof theocratic order
of theHindu Rashtraisalready underway. Religious
majoritarianism, curtailing pressfreedom, decimating
the public sector to give leeway to private cor porate
interests, increased violence against historically
mar ginalized communities, and heightened misogyny
are just some of the phenomena in the long list of
symptomsof acrumbling democracy. Theprevailing
realityloominglargebeforeall of usisthestrangling
of the ethos of justice, equality, and democracy, the
cornerstone in the imagination of the new nation-

state, India.

Drawing from the
experiencesand | essonsof
theanti-imperialiststruggle,
thenation-statewasdrawn
up asamodern Sovereign
Secular Socialist Democratic
Republic. The preamble
whichisthekeystoneof the
Condtitutionstatesthisinthe
most unambiguousmanner.
Each of thesewordssignify
thelessonswehavelearnt
inour great struggleagainst
colonialismand how those
lessonswereto becomethe
foundations for a plural,
federal andegditarianindia.
These lessons were
multifaceted butintertwined
insuchaway that removing
one could debase the
foundations of the very
essence of the nation that
wasarrived uponthrough
long deliberations. Today,
whentheconstitutional setup
is under unprecedented
strainandtheideaof India
threatened, itisimperative
tolook back at thevisionand
takeinspirationfromitto
savethecountry fromthe
autocraticclutchesitisinand
alsochangelndia.

Thepolity today facesa
gravecrisisspearheaded by
the Sangh Parivar, who
persistswithitssectarian

tradition, remain
contemptuous and
dismissive of the
Constitution. Absolutelack
of accountability and
transparency istheflavor of
governance, impunity to
generate and sustain
violence and hate is fast
becoming the normative
value. The freedom
movement was never a
linear or homogenousone.
While the uprooting of
foreignrulewascentral, the
guestionof imperialismasa
system of oppression,
landlordism andthefeudal
mode of production, caste
hierarchy wereall placedin
the larger discourse by
varied actors at various
moments.

Itisthisdiversity that
culminatedinthemaking of
themodernrepublicwiththe
firm understanding that
nationbuildingisadynamic
process that must be
constructively continued
whilekespingwithprinciples
of equality, justice, and
liberty at the Centre. The
RSSandHinduMahasabha
standwoefully indenial of
thisrichhistory. Theyinfact
have actively sought and
occupiedthewrong sideof
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history. Andit continuesto
do so.

It is essential that we
understand what is to be
protectedfromthisall around
attack. When our freedom
strugglewascomingtoan
endandtheBritishdeparture
wasmadeimminent by the
QuitIndiamovementandthe

L,
Communist Party backed
RIN naval rebellion, avery
narrow and specific group
starteddemandingthat India
bedeclaredaHinduRashtra.
Thisdemand al so reached
the Constituent Assembly
andwasmet withemphatic
rejectionby noneother than
Dr BhimraoAmbedkar who
declared,” If HinduRg does
become afact, it will, no
doubt, be the greatest
calamity for thiscountry.
HinduRg must beprevented
at any cost.”

Instead of opting for a
theocratic, hierarchical state,

Constitution makersplaced
great premium on equal
citizenship of all based on
democratic-secular
principles. Theproponents
of divisionsamong people
were defeated and India
embarked on a journey
where citizens from all
backgroundsworked hand-
in-handtowardspeaceand
progress. Such was the
commitment of our freedom

fightersincluding Bhagat
Singh, Ashfaqulla Khan,
Makhdoom Mohiuddin,
ArunaAsaf Ali, Subhas
Bose, Abdul Gaffar Khan,
Gandhi, towardssecularism
that even the horrors of
partitioncouldnot shaketheir
faithintheessential unity of
Indians. Thisperspectiveof
unity and harmony isbeing
erased by giving defacto
statereligion statusto one
religion while openly
discriminating others.

The second and linked
part of thisisAmbedkar’s
strongadvocacy of awelfare

stateand state-led socialism.
Ambedkar understoodthese
measures as not only
economically upliftingfora
country withdirepoverty, but
also with far-reaching
consequencesfor theclass
and caste structure of the
country. He argued for a
statethat shouldactively take
initiatives to demolish
structural inequalitiesand
divides. Inequality of any
kindisaprecursor tounrest
and Ambedkar understood
that if the country isto
embark on a democratic
journey,inequalitiesof class,
caste, gender, and region
haveto bebridged. Tothat
end, Ambedkar saw welfare
state as essential and
focused ondetailssuch as
labour rights, nutrition,
minimumwages, drinking
water, and maternity
benefitsasconstituentsof a
harmonioussociety.

Thesethoughtsal sofound
placeinDirectivePrinciples
of State Policy but arein
completeperil today. The
retracting social sector of the
country isproducing great
insecurity among people,
especially the youth, and
acting as a catalyst for
lumpenization of society
fallinginthetrap of right-
wing extremism. TheRight
ideologues are already
makingther effortstorewrite
our history andredefineour
nationhood.

The RSS emphasis on
divisionsisaimedtokeepthe
society strife-ridden.
Receding social sector and
unqualified support to
corporates are part and
parcel of thisagenda.

Third is Constitution
makers’ very strong
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‘...Inamoreorlessdevelopedform, fascist
tendenciesandthegermsof afascist movement
aretobefoundamosteverywhere,” said Georgi
Dimitrov, whilepresentinghisreportintheannual
conference of Communist International
(Comintern)in1936, andthen, cautioned, “With
the development of thevery deep economic
crisis, fascism has embarked upon awide
offensive.”

The late thirtiesin the last century had
witnessed fascismspreadingitssteely hold all
over. History repeatsitself. Economiccrisis,
oneof itsprecursorsruling over, corporatesector
istheonethat reapsthebenefits. Financial
Times, initsinvestigativereport saidthat Adani
group has raised the price of coal imports
exorbitantly, withtheaim of getting back huge
profits.

It pointstowardsthe use of the* offshore
intermediaries” onceagainwhichit had done
earlier alsoinJanuary thisyear. Thistimeitis
toget back fivemilliondollar worth of coal at
pricesthat wereat timesmorethan doublethan
themarket price. Theowner of oneamongthese
firmsisaTaiwaneseand shareholder inAdani
firms.

Thereport publishedinFinancial Timesis
called”“ Themystery of theAdani Coal imports
that quietly doubledinvalue,” and discovered
that Adani isnot only oneamong the biggest
coa importers, butalsoisinstrumental inraising
thefuel cost. It hasbeentargeting keenly the
numerouscrowd of country’sleading“millions
of Indian consumersand busi nessesoverpaying
forelectricity.”

GautamAdani istheowner of India shiggest
privatethermal power company and biggest
privateport operator. And hence, theFT report
has described him ‘Modi’s Rockefeller’,
referringtohissharply risingfortunesinthepast
tenyears, when his10listed companieshad
blossomed and Adani himself emerged as
“India’shiggest privatethermal power company
and biggest private port operator.”

Back in January, Hindenburg Research
report had brought up queriesabout functioning
of Adani andwhy thequestionsthat arequite
seriousareraisedall over theworld, not only
about Adani, but globally about theregul atory
mechanisminIndia. Stock market watchdog
Securitiesand ExchangeBoard of India(SEBI)

Fascism Embarks on a Wide Offensive

cameunder fireeven whenthe Supreme Court
expert committee pointedto certain changesin
rulesthat may havemadeit easier for Adani to
escapescrutiny.

Denyingthecharges, boththoselevelled by
Hindenburg andthenof coal import over-pricing
by the Financial Times, Adani hassaidthat all
of it hasbeen vindicated by the Directorate of
Revenuelntelligence(DRI’s) decisionthisyear
towithdraw an appeal tothe SupremeCourtin
acaseagainst oneof the40importersnamedin
2016. Itsaid, “ Theissueof overvaluationinthe
import of coal wasconclusively settled by India's
highest court of law.”

Financia Times citesthe® unresolved nature
of the DRI investigation and the apparent
continuationof theallegedpractices’ raises“fresh
guestionsabout therel ationship between Adani
andtheadministrationof PrimeMinister Narendra
Modi.”

Itisafact that Indiahascomplex regulations
ondisclosngrelated-party transactionshavebeen
inplacefor eight years, butitisalsoastrueas
that thespirit of thelaw may still not befiltering
into corporate behavior.

Whentendenciesof finance capital mature,
fascist tendencies and the germs of afascist
movement areto befound almost everywhere.
That isperhapstheexplanationfor spirit of law
not gettingfilteredintothecorporatebehavior.

Adani Group, India’stopinfrastructurepl ayer,
that hasbeen embroiledin governanceissues,
should havebeen moreforthcoming about doing
businesswithalegal firmwherethechairman’s
daughter-in-law isapartner. TheAdani Group
hasrejected chargesof wrongdoing. Adani has
termed theinvestigation asbeing based onan
“old, baseless allegation”, and is “a clever
recycling and sel ective misrepresentation of
publicly availablefactsandinformation.”

Theinflationinimported coal that Financial
Times allegesAdani hasbeen doing may have
sometimes, per thereport, allowedit to make
52 percent profit marginsinanindustry where
profit marginsareotherwiseconsidered low.

Inall casesthat Financial Timesexamined,

itsays" pricesinimportrecordswerefar higher
than those in corresponding export
declarations.”

Duringthejourneys, fromwherethey were
importedback toaportinindia, usually owned
by Adani, “theval ueof thecombined shipments
unaccountably increased by over 70 million
dollars.”

AmongthespecificinstancestheFinancial
TimesL ondon-basedfinancial daily hasfound,
it saysthat in January 2019, coal meant for
Adani, departed “the Indonesian port of
KalioranginEast Kalimantancarrying 74,820
tonnesof thermal coal destinedfor thefires
of anlndian power station. Duringthevoyage,
something extraordinary occurred: thevalue
of itscargodoubled.”

While*®in export recordsthe pricewas
1.9mndollar, plus42,000dollar for shipping
andinsurance. Onarrival at India’slargest
commercial port, Mundrain Gujarat run by
Adani, thedeclaredimport valuewas4.3mn
dollar.”

This allowed for “52 percent profit
margins’ asaresult of over-invoicing, and
leading to unusual profits.

Financial Times says, “annual profitsat
Adani Enterprisesquadrupled over the past
fiveyears, to earningsbeforeinterest, tax,
depreciationand amortisationof 1.2bndollar
inthemost recent financial year.”

ThelLondonbased daily saysthat Adani
Enterprises, the group’s oldest and most
valuablecompany, generatesthelion’sshare
of itssalesand profitsfromitscoal trading
division called Integrated Resources
Management (IRM).

Thisdivision, “boastsof itsexpertisein
logisticsand commaodity trading” basedinfour
global officesand 19 Indianlocations.

Meanwhile, GautamAdani’ sbrother steps
downfromthreecompanieslinkedtoAustraia
coal mine.

These resignations, which have not
previously beenreported, happenedjust days
beforethe SC ordered acommitteeto probe
if regulatorshadfailedtooverseeAdani Group.
Meanwhile, SEBI isexaminingwhether some
transactions between the group and Vinod
Adani wereproperly disclosed.

and cruel est attack.

CPI Condemns Israeli Attack on Gaza Hospital

Thenational secretariat of the Communist Party of India(CPl) issued
thefollowing statement on October 18, 2023, condemning thecold-
blooded attack onthe Gazahospital killing hundredsby Israeli forces:

Thenational secretariat of the Communist Party of Indiastrongly
condemnsthe col d-blooded attack onthe Baptist Hospital in Gazacity
by Israeli forces, killing hundredsof Pal estinians, includingwomenand
children. Zionist Israel hasbeen continuously violating all international
normsand agreementsand the hospital massacreisthemost inhuman

Pal estinian cause.

Theparty appeal sto theinternational community to standwiththe
Palestiniansinthiscritica timeandforcel sragl tohat theinhuman attacks
ontheinnocent Pal estinians.

The party urgesthe Union government led by NarendraM odi to
strictly adherethelndian stand on Pal estine agreed upon at the United
Nationsand not to deviatefrom the age-old stand of supportingthe

Theparty appeal sto party units, well-wishers, and peace-loving
peopl eto protest agai nst the barbarousattack on the Gazahospital .
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The 14"  State
Conferenceof Maharashtra
Rajyal a BawataShetmajur
Union affiliated to
BharatiyaK hetM azdoor
Union(BKMU)washeld at
Aurangabad on October 7-
8, 2023. The conference
beganwitharally inwhich
hundreds of agricultural
workers, |andlesslabourers,
activists  of mass
organizations, and del egates
participated. Theraly began
with BKMU national
secretary Gulzar Goria
garlanding the statue of
Sambhaji Maharaj. The
procession attracted the
attention of people.

Theflag washoisted at
ManoharTaksal Nagar, the
conferencevenueby senior
BKMU leader
HaribhauHatkar. A
revolutionary song paying
tribute to the red flag,
“ Jaankiispebajilagana,
Apnazhandana niche
zhukana” was sung by
NamdevChavan,
VasudhaKalyankar,
AmarjitBaheti, and others
on this occasion. The
procceedings of the
conferencebeganwiththe
presentation  of a
revolutionary songby young
artists. Thedaiswasnamed
" KarmaveerDadasaheb
GaikwadManch.”
Dadasaheb Gaikwadwasa
closeassociate of Dr B.R
Ambedkar and one of the
prominent leaders of the
historicstruggleof landless
labourersjointly led by red
and blue flags during the
1970s.

BKMU Aurangabad
district secretary Ganesh
Kasbedelivered the
welcomeaddress. A homage
waspaidto*“father of Green
Revolution in India”’MS
Swaminathan,and alsolate
ManoharTaksal. Ram
Baheti expressed his
feelingsbriefly about the
holding of the 14"

BKMU Holds 14" Maharashtra State Conference

Call to Stop Eviction of People From Their Land

conference and the
responsegivenby thepeople
foritssuccess.BKMU state
general secretary
ShivkumarGanvir gavean
introductory speechwhile
CPI Aurangabad district
secretary AshfagSalami
welcomed all theguestsby
presentingthemwitharose
flower and abook on |ate
ManoharTaksal.

The conference was
inaugurated by BKMU
national general secretary
Gulzar Goria. Inhisaddress,
heattackedthecasteistand
communal politicsof RSS
andtheUniongovernment.
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Hevehemently criticizedthe
nexus between corporate
housesand NarendraModi.
RSS-controlled BJP
government under the
leadership of Narendra
Modi is implementing
policiesthat areagainst the
workingclass, amongwhom
arealsothefarmlabourers,
MNREGA workers,
homel essand unemployed
people. NarendraModi’s
government doesnot have
any solid plantodeal with
theissuesand demands of
marginalized sections. The
life of the proletariat is
becomingdifficult day by
day, Goria said. He
underlinedthenecessity to
oust thisgovernmentwhich

Ram Baheti

isfully controlled by RSS.
He also appealed to the
peopleto bringdown BJP
inthecoming 2024 general
el ections. BKMU
M aharashtrastate president
Namdev Chavan presided
over theinaugural session
whileMirzaAdam proposed
avoteof thanks.

Fraternal greetingswere
presented by
DevidasTuljapurkar, leader
of AIBEA, RanjanDani for
BSNL employee
organization, Bhimrao

Bansodof Lal Nishanparty
and agricultural workers,
BhausahebShinde, |eader of
District Dam Affected
Committee,
SubhashL omte-leader of
farmer-farm labour
panchayat and Swaraj
Abhiyan andfinally
prominent leader of the
agricultural workers’
movementShantaram
Pandere.

Amongtheotherswere,
Communist Party of India
(CPIl)state  secretary
Subhash Lande, AITUC
state general secretary
Shyam Kale, NFIW state
president Smita Pansare,
AIKS state general
secretary Rgjan K shirsagar,

AIDRM state general
secretary and national vice
president MahadevK hude,
AlTI statesecretary Ashfaq
Salami, national joint
secretary of All India
Lawyers’ Association
AbhayTaksal, senior leader
of theagricultural labourers
movement from
ShrirampurShridnarAdikwho
greeted theconference.

Thedel egate session of
theconferencebeganwith
thedectionof thepresidium,
and the other committees.
Political, organizational and
working reports were
presented by BKMU state

genera secretary Sivakumar.
Thereare24 districts, and
fromevery district, about 25
to 30delegatesattendedthe
conference. Discussions
were held on the reports
presented by the state
general secretary.

A seminar on the
‘Exclusion of children of
farmers and agricultural
labourersfrom Education’
washeldinthesecond half
of thesession. Thespeaker
fortheseminar wasDr Vikas
Gupta, professor of History,
attheUniversity of Delhi and
amember of thepraesidium
body of theAll IndiaForum
For Right To Education.
Two books by
DrDilipGhongade, whoisan
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associ ateprofessor of Social
Work CollegeinDhuleand
onebook by K.T. Updeshe,
who is an Aurangabad-
based activist werereleased
intheconference.

Theconcluding sessionof
the conference was
inaugurated by CPI national
secretary Dr Bhalchandra
Kango and CPI national
council member and
agricultural |aborer’sleader
TukaramBhasmewerethe
chief guests. Namdev
Chavhan presided over the
function. BKMU statejoint
secretary and district
secretary of Ganesh Kasbe
felicitated theguests.

Inhisaddress, Dr Kango
congratulated the state
leadership of BKMU for
holding and making this
conferenceasuccesswhich
wasattended by morethan
200 delegates from 24
districts. Hesaid thatitisa
matter of great satisfaction
that we had our district
conferencesinamostall the
24 districtsexcept very few
wheretheextended meetings
were held. Dr. Kango
underlinedthenecessity and
significanceof unity anda
strong union of the rural
toiling masses and wished

successfor theexpansion of
the BKMU unit in
Maharashtra.

TukaramBhasmeal so
appreciated theeffortsof
the BKMU unit of
Maharashtraand especially
the Aurangabad unit for
holding agood conference.
Heexplained theissuesof
landless,homeless and
destituterural peopleand
heldtoRSS-controlled BJP
governmentresponsiblefor
thebanepain of thisclass.
He also appealed to the
delegatesto prepareto hit
back the attacks and pull
downtheM odi government
from power. Namdev

On Page 06
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Telangana Parties Protest Israeli Attacks

Secular parties and
organizationsincludingCPI,
CPI(M), Congress party
andTanzeem|Insaf organized
a protest meeting to
condemnthezionistIsrael.
ThemeetingwasheldinRgj
Bahadur Gaur Hall in
Himayatnagar inHyderabad
on October 15, 2023.
Communist Party of India
national council secretary
Azeez Pasha, a former
member of Parliament,
condemned the barbarous
attack of zionist Israel that
hasturned Gazaasakilling
field besidesstoppingthe
channels of water, food,
medicines and fuel to the
ordinary citizensof Gaza
including children and
womenwho havenothingto
dowiththewar.

Azeez Pasha in his
addresssaid that morethan
2,50,000 peoplefled away
fromtheplacetosavetheir
lives. The attack and
retaliationaretheresult of

blockade of peaceprocess
inPalestine. Till now more
than 2,200 have died and
3,418 personsinjured. Israel
isaugmentingitsforceshby
adding 3,60,000reservists

Ram Narsimha Rao

agoforapeaceful settlement
arebehindtherecentflare
up. The war monger

is no hope of an earlier
Settlement.

CPI(M) statesecretariat
member D G Narsingh Rao
lashed out against Prime
Minister Narender Modi

CPI national secretary Azeez Pasha addressing the protesters

to its ground forces. The
attempts on Masjid Agsa
and non-implementation of
Osloaccordsigned 30years

Netanyahu and his
predecessorsdidn’t careto
implementitandtheissueis
lingeringsincelong. There

whoisopenly supporting
|srael andignoringtheage-
long sufferings of
Palestinians. Israel is

violating theinternational
laws and escalating the
tensionintheregion.

MdAfzal advocateand
president of Pukar
organisation vehemently
criticisedthelsraeli forces
that blocked theentry point
fromMeditarianto supply
basicneeds. Thishascreated
acolossal humancrisis.

Osman Al Hajiri from
Congressparty gavecertain
instances of barbarism of
I sraeli forcesincluding how
they poured petrol in the
mouth of a20-year youth
andignitedhiminorderto
shatter himinparts. Munir
Patel, president of
TelanganastateAll India
Tanzeem I nsaf took strong
exceptiontotheinhuman
attitudeof | sraeli forcesthat
stoppedtwotonsof medical
suppliestothesufferersin
Gaza. Sanaullah, S A
Mannan and Najeeb khan
also spokeinthemeeting.

Hhat #he Others Say...

Helping the teacher

Where do they feel greater stress, at home or in school? Are they
able to complete the syllabus on time? How does stress impact their
teaching? Theseare someof the questionsthat theover four lakhteachers
inBihar’sgovernment schoolswill be asked as part of amental health
survey to be conducted by the end of the month. The State Council of
Educational Researchand Training hasbeentasked withthisjobinresponse
to the growing number of complaintsabout rising teacher absenteeism
and inability toteach the syllabusintimeaswell asreportsof corporal
punishment meted out to students.

While the challenges that teachers face, especially in government
schools, arewell known, any policy that seeksto relieve some of their
pressure would require identifying the factors involved. The Bihar
government’s survey isan important step towardsthat. Teachers have
pointed to the demands of non-teaching assignments such as election
duty and the conduct of the recent caste survey inthe state, aswell as
the management of the midday meal scheme which all too often keep
teachers from doing justice to their primary duties. Addressing these
concernswill ensurethat teachersare equipped to perform thedemanding
jobof nurturing young minds. It could al so mark aturnaround for astate
that has, in the past, benefitted from creativeinterventionsin thefield
of education: For example, the2006 M ukhyamantri BalikaCycleYojana,
one of the pet schemes of the Nitish Kumar government, under which
girlsfrom Class9to 12 weregivenfreebicyclesto goto school, resulted
in the secondary school enrollment of girlsincreasing by 30 per cent
within ayear.

A majority of the studentswho enroll in government school s belong
tosocially and economically backward sectionsof society. Itisimportant
that they not only stay in school, but alsoreceive quality education. The
roleof theteacher in creating theright environment cannot be overlooked.
For Bihar — and, indeed, for other states— thisisan end worth pursuing.

Hel ping teachers do their jobs better would serve the larger cause of
ensuring abetter educationfor the nation’syoung— avision outlined
intheNational Education Policy, 2020 aswell. Not just children— adults
in the classroom need the right environment too.

Courtesy: The Indian Express

Watch out for global headwinds

India’ strade deficit, goods and services combined, inthefirst half
(April-September) of thecurrent fiscal year hasalmost halvedto 39.9
billiondollarscomparedto 75.3billiondollarsinthe same periodin 2022-
23. Evenin goodstrade — Indiaa most always has atrade surplusin
servicestrade— thedeficit hasfallenfrom 115.6 billiondollarsto 140.8
billiondollars. Thisisclearly good newsonthe external balancefront.
A research note from Barclays has projected India’s current account
deficit at 1.1 per cent of GDP in 2023-24 compared to two per centin
2022-23.

A cushion on external account, however, isonly one aspect of the
tradenumbers. Thelatest reductionintradedeficitisaresult of areduction
in both exports aswell asimports. Merchandise exports are down 20
billion dollarsand servicesexportsaredown almost ninebilliondollars
intheApril-September period compared to last year. With the global
economy “limping rather than sprinting”, whichishow the | MF described
thingsinitsWorld Economic Outlook projectionsrel eased last week,
theexport deceleration will likely become stronger. Not only will this
mean growth headwindsin the export-oriented manufacturing sector,
but it could also slow down employment growthin I T services. There
isalready talk of adeclineintheworkforceof India shiggest I T companies
and muted hiring by them thisyear. The Indian economy will haveto
rely ondomesticdriversfor growth until the global economy rediscovers
itsmojo. Itisimportant, thoughto ensurethelatest trade numbers shoul d
not beusedto argue against India’ seffortsto promoteimport-substituting
domestic manufacturing through policiessuch asthe Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) scheme. It istoo early to start counting the benefits
of these policies.

Courtesy: The Hindustan Times
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Rampages in West Asia: Zionist Onslaught of Palestinians

OnOctober 7, 2023, the
areasof Ashdod, Ashkelon,
and Negev situated inthe
southof | srael wereattacked
by Hamas. More than
thousand I sragliswerekilled
and morethan 150 people
weretakenascaptives. The
tactic adopted by Hamas
wasquitedifferentfromtheir
usual suicidebombingsand
guerillawarfare. Theattack
which subverted the so-
calledbrilliantand efficient
M ossad, Shinbet, andAman
(intelligenceunitsof Israel)
and the surpassing of the
internationally acclaimed
iron dome by Hamas has
shocked thewholeworld.

Corporate-funded media
around the globe and in
India are discussing the
failureofMossadandlsradli
intelligence. However, itis
imperativetounderstandthe
eventsand circumstances
that led Hamastolaunchan
offenseof thisvelocity.

The Israeli Defence
Forceshadtriedtoencroach
into the Al Agsa Mosque
twicein 2021 and 2022.

The 11-day-long clash
that happenedin 2021 due
totheencroachment attempt
resultedinthedeath of more
thanahundred Palestinians.
Thedeathtoll wasmorethan
150in2022. For thepast 75
years, the Israeli
government has been
creating tensions in the
Pal estinian-dominated
provincesof East Jerusaem,
West Bank, and Gaza in
order todivertthepeople’'s
attention from internal
instabilitiesand political
failures. Anti-Palestinian
rhetoric is the political
weapon of Benjamin
Netanyahu, current prime
minister of | srael andleader
of the Likud party. The
winningstrategy of thisright-
wingparty issolely basedon
igniting clashes with
Pdl estinians. Netanyahu has
beenfacingaseriouspalitical
crisis since 2019 due to

strong chargesof corruption
and leakages. His15-year
tenureisnotoriousfor the
atrocities against
Palestinians. Accordingto
BT Salem, ahumanrights
organizationinlsrael, 2022
is regarded as the most
painful and deadly year for
Palestiniansin West Bank,
Gaza, and East Jerusalem.
In 2022 only nearly
thousands of Palestinians
werekilled.

Tocover uphispolitical
downslide Netanyahu
colludedwithfar-rightwing
of Zionistforces. Inreturn
for thesupport, hepromised

themtheland of Palestinians
andtheir forced eviction.
EncroachmentinWest Bank
and Jerusalem is a long-
standing agenda of
Zionist-led settler
colonialism. Far-right-wing
settler leader Itamar Ben
Gavir wasappointed asthe
minister for

national security, and
Settler movement |leader
Bezalel Smotrich was
appointed as finance
minister by theNetanyahu
government.Alongwiththis,
hisgovernment permittedthe
demolition of housesand
properties owned by
Palestinians. These
measuresweretargetedto
appeaseZionist votebanks.

Theforceful eviction of
Palestinians is often
disrupted by the supreme

Dr Ginu Zacharia
Oommen

courtof Israel. In2022 such
anattemptin Sheikh Jarrah
was stopped by the court.
So Benjamin Netanyahu
triedtobringthejudiciary
intothecontrol of executive
through legislation. This
legislationreceived heated
backlashfromthepeople.

People came to the
streets and huge protests
wereorganized. For thefirst
timeinthehistory of Israel,
military personnel took part
inapeople’ smovement. It
was in this catastrophic

context Hamas made its
attack.

A number of lies have
been specul ated about the

Palestinian people’'s
liberation movement and
resistanceagainst Zionism.
Theclaimthattheissueisa
religiousconflict between
Jews and Muslimsis a
baselessandblatantlie. The
issueiscompletely political
and related to the
motherland of Palestinians.
For morethan 70 yearsthe
Palestinians have been
fighting against the Zionist
occupation of their
motherland. ThePaetinians
are a diverse and
harmoniouscommunity
comprising of Christians,
Musdlims, Shias,Ahmadiyya
and orthodox Jews. The
Pal estinian resistanceand

liberation movement was
secularthroughoutitshistory.

After the collapse of
Ottoman EmpirePalestine
cameunder Britishcontrol.
TheBritishcolonial triumph
cardof divideandrulewas
applied hereby them. Asthe
result of thenexusbetween
Britain, France and the
Zionistmovementthat began
in 1896, themigrationand
settlement of Jews from
Europe to Palestine was
encouraged in the same
century. Theaimof Zionist
movement wasto establish
acountry for Jews. Britain
promised Theodor Herzl,

the founder of Zionist
movement, aJewishcountry,
combiningthegeographical
areasof UgandaandK enya.
But ultra-Zionist leadersof
themovement rejected the
proposal. Theinception of
ChaimwWeizman who had
deep tieswith the British
officialsintheleadershipof
Zionistorganizationresulted
intheBalfour Declaration of
1917. In 1947 before the
departure of British from
Palestine the decision to
bifurcate Mandatory
Pd estineintoaJewishnation
and Pal estinian nationwas
adopted in the United
Nationswiththesupport of
imperialist powers.In1948
the nation of Israel was
declared by the Zionist
forcesand they subjected
Pal estiniansto occupation

andcruelties. Throughthe
warsthat happenedin 1956
and 1967, the Palestinian
territoriesincluding West
Bank and Jerusalem were
annexed by Israel. Millions
of Palestinianswereforced
to migrate. In 1959 Fatah
the organization for the
resistance of displaced
Pal estinians was formed.
Following this, the
organizationsfightingforthe
liberation of Palestinecame
together under theumbrella
of thePalestineLiberation
Organization (PLO). Under
the leadership of Yassar
Arafat, themodusoperandi
of the armed resistance
changed. The first
independence movement,
known astheFirst Intifada
beganin 1987 andresulted
intheOsloAccord of 1993.
In the elections held
subsequent to the peace
treaty, Arafat becamethe
president of Palestinian
National Authority
comprising the areas of
West Bank and Gaza.

The Oslo Accord had
promisedthefacilitation of
the return of displaced
Palestiniansandformation
of anindependent Pal estine
with East Jerusalem asits
capital. But theattemptsfor
this fizzled out after the
assassi nation of then- I srael
primeminister Yitzhak Rabin
in1995. Thediscussionthat
was held between the
succeeding prime minister
and L abor party leader Ehud
Barak andYassar Arafat had
no robust plans for
implementing the Oslo
Accord. Utilizing this
juncture, Likud party leader
Ariel Sharon entered Al
Agsain2000whichresulted
inthesecondIntifada. The
control of the second
Intifada was taken by
Hamasthroughitssuicide
bombingtactic.

Itwasinthe 1970sthat
I srael begantofund Sheikh
On Page 06
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Rampages in West Asia...

From Page 05

Yasin, whowasthepart of
MuslimBrotherhoodtostart
anldamiccentreandldamic
universityinGaza.

The aim of thiswasto
weaken the global
acceptanceand reputation
of Yassar Arafat and Fateh.
To convert the Palestinian
resistance from a secular
movement toacommunal
clash between Jews and
Mudimswasapartof Israd’s
sinister game. Towardsthe
end of 1980s, SheikhYasin
establishedthereligiousbut
fundamentalist party of
Hamaswhichreflecteditself
as an alternativeforce to
PLO.

Intheelectionsheldin
Palestinein 2006, Hamas
was elected asthe largest
party in Gaza. Tothisdate,
Gaza has been under the
economicsanctionimposed
by Israel. Israeli
government’s tactics of
negotiating directlywith
Hamasthrough Egypt has
weakened theauthority of
Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas. The
instabilitiesinMiddleEast
and the demise of

YassarArafat were great
setbacks to the dream of
independent Palestine. The
supportof PLOtothelraqi
invasionof Kuwaitledtoa
decline in the historical
supportthat wasextended by
the GCC countries to
Palestinians.

Theinterventionof USA
inlrag,Arab Spring, andthe
ingtabilitiesitcausedinSyria,
Yemen, and Libya, withthe
rise of 1SIS, there came
fissuresin the friendship
betweenlran and Saudi
Arabia, and theeconomic
sanctionsimposed on Qatar
by GCCcountries also
affected the Palestine
resistance.

All these internal
dissectionswereexploited
by Israel. For the past 15
years, Israel has been
committing unendurable
cruelties towards
Palestinians. The* Abraham
Accord” that wasbrokered
by Donald Trump between
|srael andtheArab countries
of Bahrain, UAE, Sudan,
and Morroccowassigned
at the cost of thedreamsof
Palestinians.

The attack of Hamas
happened during the
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diplomatic attempts to
normalize relationship
between I srael and Saudi
Arabia. Duringthesetimes
only Iran,

Qatar, and Syriastood
with Palestine. The
misadventurismof Hamasis
takenasanexcuseby I srael
to collectively punish
Palestinians. Operationlron
Sword, the counter-
offensivelaunchedby Isragl
has turned Gaza into a
burningfurnace.

Thesupply of food, water,
and necessary materialsto
Gazahasbeen notched by
Israel. Already morethana
million people have been
displaced in Gaza and
hundredsarewounded. The
UN officialstermedit asthe
worst humanitariancrisisin
West Asia. Thousands of
Palestinianshavediedinthe
military attack by Israel.
There are 60 lakh
PalegtiniansresidinginGaza
and West Bank.

However itisnot at all
sensible to support the
atrocities committed by
Hamastowardswomenand
children. Any attack on

civilians are highly
condemnable.

With the entry of
Hezbollah, amilitant group
operatinginthebordersof
L ebanonthecurrent clash
hasdevel oped into ageo-
political war.Alongwiththis,
therearereportsof Arabs
residing in Israel being
subjectedto attack. There
arenearly 20lakhArabsin
Israel. Due to the
extraordinary situation,
Netanyahu has created a
unity governmentincluding
oppositionparties. Benjamin
Gantz leader of an
opposition party joinedthe
unity government. But
YerLapid the prime
opposition leader has
refrained his party from
joining the wartime
government.

Thereasonisbecauseof
theignited people’sanger
towards Netanyahu
government,agreat section
of peoplebelievesthat the
warning about the attack
provided by Egypt was
purposefully neglected by
Netanyahufor palitica gains.
Another prominent sinister
nameisthat of USbehindthe
ruckus. Thesupport for
Israel provided by USA in
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every issueistoensurean
upper hand forUSin the
WestAsianpoalitics. Butthe
influence of China and
RussiainthecurrentSituation
of MiddleEastisahindrance
for USinpushingitsplans.

Historically India has
sidedwith Palestiniansin
theirstruggles. In19741ndia
becamethefirst non-Arab
country toendorsePLA.In
1980 PLA established its
Embassy inNew Delhi.In
1988 Indiawasamong the
prominent countries that
recognized Palestine. Butthe
unilateral position of
supporting I srael taken by
Prime Minister
NarendraM odi inthecurrent
issueisdeplorable. Thisis
a great betrayal to the
Palestinians, especidly when
NarendraModi boasts
himself to betheleader of
global south.

The only solution for
permanent peace and
stability inWestAsiaisthe
establishment of an
independent Palestine.
Thereshould be proactive
attemptsfor peace, thede-
escal ation of violence, and
building consensusfor the
establishment of
independent Pal estine.

Call to Stop Eviction...

Chavan gave concluding
remarks and Ram
Bahetidelivered vote of
thanks.

A new statecommitteeof
41 memberswasel ected by
thedelegates. Nineoffice
bearerswereelectedinthe
meeting of thenewly el ected
state council. Namdev
Chavan and
ShivakumarGanvirwerere-
elected asthepresidentand
general secretary
respectively. Ram Baheti
wasel ected astheWorking
President. Hauslal
Rahangdale, | shwarPetil and
Sanjay Mandavadharewere
elected asvice presidents
while KalpanaDongre,
Ganesh Kasbe and Vijay
Bachateweree ectedasjoint
secretaries.

Resolutions

EStopevictionof 21akh
peoplefromtheir land and
regularizetheir ownership
over theland.

EPre-primary to higher
education should bemade
free for the children of
agricultural labourers,
employment guarantee
workers and all rural
labourers. The
brahminization and
commercialization of
education at all levels be
stopped immediately.

B Strengthen the
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme, stopthe
reductions of the annual
budget of the scheme, and
provide employment
guaranteeto laborerswith

aminimumwageof Rs.600
and 200 working days
annualy.

B Childrenbelonging
to the tribal Pardhi
community should not be
forcedtouseanAadhar card
to get admissionto school.
Everyonefrom the Pardhi
community shouldbegiven
aRation Card, Voting Card,
Resident Certificate and
Aadhaar Card.

B Thepolicy,underthe
publicdistributionsystemof
transferringthecashamount
instead of grainfoodinthe
account of ration card
holders of 14 districts
including Marathwadabe
cancelledimmediately.

B Strengthen Public
Distribution System in
Maharashtra.
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New Forms of Inequality in
Indian Education System

The Indian education
systemiscreating new forms
of inequality based on caste,
class line which are more
defined now. Besides, huge
tuition fees and increased
living costs in urban areas
wherethereisthesedesirable
educational institutes are
situated are segregating
student bodies along caste
and classlines.

Now-a-days there are a
few news items featuring
that students belonging to
economically weaker
sections cracking toughest
examinationsto become an
elite-classbureaucrats. The
corporatemediawantsto say
that thereisbothequality and
inequality in the education
system in the country. It
wantsthe peopleto believe
that thereisequality because
hardwork of such successful
candidates has paid off and
education has been
empowering for those
students and their families.

There is inequality
because they represent the
exceptional onesamongtheir
communities, castes and
classes. Such is the
sensational reporting of the
successful candidatesfrom
poor communities which
show how dreams of a new
Indiaarebeing sold by highly
commercialised and
privatised education and
coaching system. It also
displaysastrangeeliteworld
of well-paid, respectablejobs
where the entry of poor
worker’s children are in
news item, rather than a
norm. Such
sensationalization
presupposes an education
system that has significant
learning gaps between
students from different
classes and social profiles.
India’s current education
systemiswitnessing atwin
phenomenon: greater access
topubliceducationby India's
socially marginalized castes
and classes and a greater
privatization drive of the
education sector frombottom

to top.As spaces for
affordable education get
limited and competitiongrows
for seats and employment,
India’ ssocial and economic
inequalities are becoming
more prominent at the site of
education. An extended
reflection of thisanomaly can
al so be seen when successful
students from socially
marginalized backgrounds
are not seen as legitimate
claimantsof thiseducational
empowerment becausethey
areinherently viewed asless
“meritorious” than their

socially well-off background
peers. Their successisoften
attributed to special favour

due to their socially
marginalized backgrounds.
From these perspectives,
India’seducation systemis
both open and close to
marginalized students.

Indiahasundergoneasiow
education revolution to
becomeadynamiceducation
system now. Yet the soci ety
isstill sufferingfromextreme
forms of socio-economic
inequality that continuesto
plague its educational
achievements.

Currently the Indian
literacy rateis 77 per cent.
I[twas18.3in1947. Indiawas
referred as a nation of
illiteratesinthe 90s. Though
the India has produced the

most intelligent and
renowned software
engineers, scholars and
doctors, there are people
who have never gone to
schools, could not read a
book and face hardshipsto
sendtheir childrento school.
A narrativeisbeingsetupin
modern India. It is seen
throughanationalist or caste
struggle perspective. It is
framed as the greater
democratisation of the
education system at the
expense of questioning the

nature of education itself.
However, whensocially and
economically marginalized
students enter education,
their struggles do not
necessarily remain about
equal accessto education but
become about gaining equal
opportunitiesand knowledge
liketheir peersfromsocially
and economically well-off
backgrounds. Understanding
and recognizing this latter
issue, both asan educational
problemand policy concern,
is key to reforming the
existing education system.

Language training,
cultural capital, curriculum
learning achievements,
ability to buy educational
resources to continue
education, unequal student
life experience dueto class

and caste variation, and
normsand saf ety for women
on campus are some of the
issues that emerge while
making claims for equal
opportunities and
knowledge.These issues
affecting education equity
place educationinabroader
socio-economic framework
from which we cannot
a b s t r a ct
education. Education shapes
society and economy.

Elites assumed that the
workerswereilliterategroup

] i

who were indifferent to
projects of education thus
portraying theworking class
is also reflective of the
subalternity and marginality
of labour from theworld of
reading, document
production and school
experiences, which have
been associated only withthe
world of cultural elites,
literate upper-castes and
upper-classes. Thus it has
become basic division
between mental work and
manual labour which crept
into the history and
educational studies, thus
characterisingthatilliteracy
of theworking subalternsas
failures to participate in
modern economy and
society. Inofficial writings,
illiteracy andignorancewas

STUDY &

STRUGGLE

featured asjustificationfor
the poverty and
backwardness of Indian
|abour. But modern economy
demanded for a trained,
disciplined, and skilledlabour
force. Thisiswasalso under
colonial economy. This
demandresultedinsettingup
of varied typesof industrial
and technical schools. Thus
there was necessity to
educate the marginalised
workers and labours.
Examplesinclude industrial
andtechnical schools totrain
industrial artisans, factory
schools to train factory
children, night schoolstotrain
the urban poor
classes, depressed-class
schools to educate
Dalits, craft and trade
schools toreskill hereditary
artisans, and Christian
missionindustrial schools to
train convertsfromsocially
and economically poor
backgrounds. Up until now,
these schoolscateredlargely
tolabouring casteswhowere
destined to perform labour.
For the educated and
traditionally literate castes,
literary schoolsand college,
along with a few higher
technical institutes such as
engineering colleges and
vocational institutes, were
established.

The modern education
system that emerged in the
nineteenth century in
industrialised colonies
including India needed a
curriculum to produce a
professional and literate
class, creating ablue-collar
working class. Caste
inequalities and caste
prejudices marked who
should do manual labour and
who should not, who was a
literate caste and who was
not.
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Israel-Palestine Conflict Hits Indian
Exporters, Maritime Industries

The Israel-Palestine
conflict has sent ripples
through the shipping and
maritimeindustry, leading
international companiesto
issuecautionary advisories
and adapt their operations
intheregion.Inview of the
missile attacks and the
incursion of opposing
militias, the security of
transporting goodsthrough
theport of Haifahasbecome
uncertain. The transit of
containers, especially
hazardousmaterials,andthe
arrival of commercia vessals
greatly emphasize the
importance of security on
thisrouteandthiscouldlead
toashiftinthetransportation
of goods.

Maersk, amajor player
intheindustry, reassured
stakeholdersby announcing
that its port operations
acrosslsrael’skeyterminals
are functioning without
disruption. M SCechoedthis
sentiment, asserting that
Israel’smajor terminalsare
operational, enablingthem
to facilitate cargo
delivery.However, the
maritimeindustry isaware
of thesecurity situation, and
companies such as MSC
remainvigilant, pledgingto
monitor thesituationclosealy
and heed government
guidance. Thisunderscores
theindustry’ sadaptability
andresilienceinthefaceof
geopolitical tensions. For a
start, theconflict servesas
atestament to the shipping
and maritime industry’s
ability to adapt,
demonstrating that despite
challengesand disruptions,
trade and operations can
persist, albeit with the
necessary caution and
vigilance.

Accordingto Container
Xchange, theportsdirectly
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affectedby theactioninclude
theportsof Ashdod, situated
amere50kmfromtheGaza
border; Israeli port and
shipyardHaifa, operated by
India’'s own Adanis,
Ashkeon,locatedjust15km
fromthe Gazaborder and
hasbeen severely impacted,
rendering it incapabl e of
normal operations dueto
missile threats; Hadera,
whichincomparisoncarries
onwithout disruption, and
portof Eilat, whichsimilarly
remainsoperationa .Beyond
the ports, several global
companieswithapresence
inlsrael havebeenforced
to adjust their operations.
Chevron, the second-
largest U.S. oil and gas

producer, wasdirected by
| srael’senergy ministry to
shut downtheTamar natural
gasfield off thecountry’s
northern coast. Adani Ports,
operator of theHaifaPort,
assured stakeholders of
operational readinesswhile
closely monitoring the
situation and having a
businesscontinuity planin
place.

Indiaisacrucial trading
partner for Israel, with3.94
billion dollarsin Israeli
exports. Theconflict could
haveanimpact onbilateral
trade, potentially leadingto

K Raveendran

disruptions in Israel’s
exportstolndia. Key Indian
exports to Israel include
diesel, cut and unpolished
diamonds, electronics, and
telecom componentslike
integrated circuits and
photovoltaic cells.
Conversely, India’ simports
fromIsrael consistmainly of
roughdiamonds, fertilizers,
andherbicides. Thisevolving
traderelationship extends
beyondtraditional sectors,
encompassing electronic
machinery, high-tech
products, communication
systems, and medical
equipment.

The Israel-Hamas
conflict hasraised concerns
about increased costs for
Indian exporters, such as
higher insurance premiums
and elevated shipping
expenses. Theseexpenses
stem from the heightened
risk associatedwithshipping
goods to regions
experiencing geopolitical
unrest. Whiletheconflictmay
resultinhigher expensesfor
Indianexporters, theimpact
on trade volumes is
expectedtobelimitedunless
the war escalates
significantly. Theprimary

concern is the financial
burdenonexporters, which
may reduce their profit
margins.

|srael’ stradewith China
ischaracterized by anotable
tradeimbal ance, with China
being amajor importer of
Israeli goods. Whilelsragl’s
exports to China are
substantial at 4.68 billion
dollars, the conflict may
disrupt trade flows,
particularly concerning
| srael’ shigh-tech exports.
Thedisruptioncouldaffect
Israel’s exports and
potentially hinder accessto
China svast market.

The United Statesis a
critical trade partner for

Israel, with astrong focus
onexports. I srael exports
goodsworth 18.67 billion
dollarstotheU.S,,including
high-tech products and
defense-related items.
Germany also is a key
Europeantradepartner for
Israel. The conflict might
impact I srael’sexportsto
Germany, valued at 1.88
billion dollars. As Israel
navigatesregionad ingtability,
Germanimportsfromlsrael
could be affected.It is
pointed out that theconflict
could serveasareminder of

the uncertainties facing
ambitioustradeprojectslike
the India-Middle East-
EuropeEconomic Corridor
(IMEC), positioned as a
Western counterpart to
China’ sBelt and Road.
IMEC, involvingralways,
ports, and green energy,
alignswiththeG7’ splansto
mobilize600billionby 2027
for global infrastructure
investments. India’ strade
with Saudi Arabia has
doubled in two years,
reaching53hilliondollarsin
2023, butthecorridor’strue
potentia liesinstrengthening
Indian-European trade
ties. TofullyrealizeIMEC,
ardiablelink between Saudi

Arabia and Israel is
essential. However, the
ongoing regional

complexitiesmakeitriskier
for Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salmanto
normalize diplomatic
relationswithlsraeli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu.

Inthenear term, theSuez
Canal remainstheprimary
routefor goodsfromIindia
to Europe. This conflict
underscorestheenduring
complexitiesof reshaping
global tradeand financial
routes, highlighting the
unpredictablenatureof such
endeavours.Geopolitical
conflictsand global health
crises, unfortunateasthey
are, oftenlead tounintended
consequences, boosting
profitsin specific sectors.
Warstendtoinflatereturns
for defence contractors,
whilethepandemicbrought
substantial gainsfor select
pharmaceutical companies.
Themaritimeindustry isnot
immunetothesedynamics,
with shipowners reaping
unexpected benefitsfrom
bothtypesof crises.
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Opposition Leaders Meet Palestinian
Ambassador, Express Solldanty

A delegationof oppositionleadersincluding
Communist Party of Indiageneral secretary
D Rajamet Pal estinian ambassador inIndia
AdnanAbuAlhaijaon October 16, 2023 and
expressed solidarity withthePal estinians. The
other leadersinthede egationincluded CPI(M)
politbureau member Nilotpal Basu, Congress
party leader Mani Shankar Aiyar, CPI(ML)
general secretary Dipankar Bhattacharya, JD(U)
leader K CTyagi, former Union minister Jena
Srikanth, SPleader JavedAli KhanMP, Danish
Ali MP, Muzaffar Shah of J& K, Rashtriya
Lok Dal leader Shahid Siddiqui, BSPleader
MohammadA deeb, MohammadAfzal, ex-MP,
Santosh Bhartiyaex-M Pand Nadeem K han.

Inajointresolutiontheleaderssaid: “We
believethat violenceisnever asolutionasit
leadsto acycleof destruction and suffering.
Thereforeweemphasi setheneedforincreased
effortsby theinternationa community inbringing
about apeaceful resolutiontotheconflict. The
international community must exert pressure
onthestateof | srael to abideby international
lawsand respect therightsand dignity of the
Pal estinian people. Wecall for intensified
diplomaticeffortsand multilateral initiatives
toensurealasting peaceintheregion.”

Theresolutionadded: “ Weexpressour deep
concernregardingtheongoingcrisisin Gaza
andthesuffering of the Pal estinian people. We
strongly condemntheindi scriminatebombing
of Palestiniansin Gazaby Israel, whichwe
believeamountsto an attempt togenocide. We
urgeanimmediate cessation of all hostilities
to prevent further lossof innocent livesand

thedestruction of homesandi hfrastructure.”

Theresolutionfurther said: “ Furthermore, we
call for urgent and unimpeded delivery of
humanitarianaidtothepeopleof Gaza. Thedire
humanitarian situation demands immediate
attentionandaction. All necessary measuresmust
betakentoensurethat essentia supplies,including
food, water, and medical aid, reachtheaffected
popul ationwithout hindrance.”

“We strongly believe in the statement of
MahatmaGandhi, “ Palestinebel ongstotheArabs
inthe same sensethat England belongstothe
Englishor FrancetotheFrench,” whichreflects
hisbelief intheimportance of recognizing the
sovereignty andterritoria rightsof thePalestinian

people, just asany other nation’sright totheir
homeland.

“Recognising that the Pal estinian people
haveenduredimmeasurablesufferingfor over
75years, wefirmly assert that now isthetime
toendtheir plight. Weurgetheinternational
community torecogni zetheestablishment of
anindependent Pal estinian statealongthe 1967
bordersinaccordancewiththeUN resolutions.
Suchrecognitionisacrucial steptowards
ensuringajustandlastingsolutiontothel sragli-
Palestinian conflict, providing thePalestinian
peoplewiththeopportunity todeterminetheir
owndestiny and livein peaceand security.”

End Israel’s Occupation of Palestine: AIPSO

All India Peace and
Solidarity Organization
(AIPSO), Delhi State
Committee, held aprotest
against Isragl’ satrocitieson
the peopl e of Palestine at
Jantar Mantar on Otober 14,

AIPSO national general
secretary Arun Kumar
briefly introducedthehistory
of ongoing settler
colonialisminPalestine. He

2023. The protest was B o

attended by workers,
students, teachers, lawyers,
teachers and common
people. General secretary of
AIPSO Delhi
committee, Adv Subhash
Chandran KR welcomed

thegatheringandintroduced g

the speakers. He spoke of
therelevanceof thesolidarity
programme and how the
policetriedtodisruptit at
thelast moment.

state =

talked about the agoniesof
the Pal estinian peopleand

Shejo Varghese

extended the solidarity of
AIPSO to the suffering

masses. AIPSO presidium
member Nilotpal Basu

spokeabout theissuefrom
its very roots. He talked
about how Israeli zionist
forcescommitted Nakbaor
ethniccleansingandforced

eviction of Palestinian
people. After the current

events, | srael hasblocked
thesupply of food, water, and
electricity to Gaza.

AIPSO national vice
president G Devarajan
spoke about how theland
of Palestine  was
systematically snatched by
Israel. Hewarned about the

. speculativeroleof BJPIT

cdll andnationa mediawhich
aretryingtousethecurrent
issue to affect domestic
electord palitics. Hestrongly
came down on those who
tried to portray the issue
fromacommunal angleand
saidthat thisisthefight of
Palestinians for their

homelandand dignity.
On Page 12
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Restore Peace in West Asia: IDPD

Thelndian Doctorsfor
Peace and Development
(IDPD) organized a
‘Demonstrationfor Peace’
on October 13, 2023 at
Aarti Chowk, Ludhianaand
demanded immediate stop
toviolencebetween|srael
and Palestine. Any
escalation would have
serious humanitarian
consequences. Therecent
violencehasalready killed

thousandsof peopleonboth
sidesinavery short period.

Itisunderstandablethat
without resolving thelong
standingissuebetweenthe
two, therecanbenolasting
peaceintheregion. Thisis
possible only through
initiating dialogue at the
behest of theUN. TheUN
Security Council should
immediately takecognizance
of thehumanitariancrissand

Rail Safety Being
Repeatedly
Compromised: CPI

Communist Party of India national council
secretary Binoy Viswam MP wrotethefollowing
letter on October 12, 2013 to Union minister for
railways Ashwini Vaishnaw on railway safety:

| writetoyou about theregrettablewaysinwhich
railway saf ety isbeing compromised despiterepeated
warningson how thisneglect cangravely impact the
peopleof thecountry. Whenthewoundsof theBalasore
traincrashareyettoheal, thederailment of North East
ExpressonOctober 12inBuxar district of Bihar came
asanother grimreminder of wheretheprioritiesof the
government aregoingwrong. Luxury trainsarebeing
introducedinafrenzy whiletheinfrastructurefor the
trainsof thecommon peopleisbeing sorely forsaken.

Buxar tragedy hasaready claimedsix livesandmore
than100areinjured. Themonetary cost of thederailment
isestimated to beabove Rs50 crores. Fatalitiesfrom
trainrel ated accidentsareover 23,000 per year between
2010 and2021 according to NCRB data. For 2021
alone, 88 collisionsand 21 derailmentswerereported.
Despitethesealarming numbers, thegovernmentis
engagedin photo-opsand PR management instead of
taking concretemeasures. TheRashtriyaRail Sanraksha
Kosh (RRSK) whichwascreatedwiththeaimto clear
thebacklog of critical safety and related worksof the
ministry, includingtrack renewals, strengthening of
bridges, and signallingimprovementsamong others
remainscritically unutilised. Itisflagged by many
includingthe CAG sayingthat RRSK’sexecutionis
|agging behind short deployment of fundswhich has
defeated theobjectivesof improving railway safety.
Itiscommon knowledgethat critical jobsrelated to
railway safety are being handled by outsourced or
contractual workersreflecting poorly ontheseriousness
of thegovernment about the saf ety of citizens.

Inthiscontext, | urgeyoutorealignthepriorities
of therailwaystowardsthe common people. | also
request you to sanction generouscompensationtothe
kinof thevictimsof theBuxar accidentandtotheinjured.
Thoseresponsiblefor thistragedy should be brought
to book and thisshould serveasadelayed reminder
that these mi shaps should be prevented at any costin
future.
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ensureimmediate cessation
of violence by both the
parties. As expected
several countries of the
worldaregettingdrawnin
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theconflict.

Thedecision of theUS
governmentto heavily arm
Israel will only addtothe
escal ation of humanitarian
crises. The US should
instead talk of peace. Itis

ISRAEL AND PALESTINE

PD)
INDIAN DOCTORS FoR peaCE AND pEVELOPMENT (1oeD}

unfortunate that India’s
PrimeMinister hasopenly
supported Israel. Thisis
against theaccepted policy
of India for a peaceful

settlement through dialogue
by ensuringlegitimaterights
of thePalestiniansand for
thepeaceful co-existenceof
the people of Israel and
Palestine.

TheHindutvaforcesare
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usingitasananti-Muslim
rhetoricwhereasthereisno
such thing in the Israel-
Pal estine conflict. Such
narrow approach is very
dangerousand purposefully
being done for electoral
gameby splittingthesociety

oncommunal lines. Thisis
casting anegativeimageof
our country which hasbeen
theleader of NonAligned
Movement. Thecontinued
tension in the region has

On Page 12

Savelndia...

From Front Page

inclination towards the
elimination of social
structural hierarchies
manifesting themselves
throughdisablingstructures
of caste and gender. Dr
Ambedkar’s life-long
struggle towards
annihilationof casteiswell
known and documented
aongwithhisfamoussaying
on gender justice that “I
measuretheprogressof a
community by thedegreeof
progress which women
haveachieved.” Boththese
viewsfound expressionin
theConstitutionalongwith
enabling provisions of
affirmative action by the
state for discriminated
groups. Today, the RSS-
BJPisusingthesestructures
toluretheso-calledlower
andintermediary castesinto
theHindutvafoldwithout
ateringwiththeinherently
oppressivenatureof caste
segregation which
Ambedkar wanted to
annihilateintotality.

BJP-RSS retain their
Brahminismandallegiance
toManusmriti whileputting

people from the lower
stratumagainst minorities.
Thisisprofoundly anti social
justice politics. A lesser
discussed part of thisissue
istheroleof public sector
inupholding social justice
and equality of opportunity.
Introduction of thepublic
sector was a route to
achieve social justice,
economic justice and
emancipation. Whatisbeing
|ost today amid sharpening
identitiesisthat the M odi
government is defeating
social justiceby sellingthe
public sector to their
corporate friends.
Affirmativeactionwill mean
littlewithout public sector
and stableemployment.

It needsreminding here
that secularism and social
justiceinIndiawerebuilton
the bedrock of a strong
welfaredtate. By dilutingthe
welfarecomponent, RSS-
BJP is moving towards a
theocraticand Brahminical
state, openly callingfor the
replacement of the present
Condtitution. Thefighttosave
thecharacter of our Republic

should havetofocusonthis
oftenneglectedbutsingularly
important variableaswell.

To sum up, the fight
aheadto savelndiaaswe
know andlove, hastobea
multifaced struggleagainst
forces of communalism,
casteismand cronyismall
together. Thelegacy of our
freedommovement compels
usin that direction of a
holistic struggleaswedid
against theBritishwhenwe
confronted them not only
politically but by also
rejecting their divisionsof
communitiesand enforced
deprivations. Thisbattlewill
not only unite people by
removing hatredfromtheir
mindsbutitwill alsobring
thedeprivedtogether against
assaultsontheirrights. Along
with secularism and social
justice, the battle against
hunger, unemployment,
cronyism, inequalitiesand
destitutionwill defeat the
RSS-BJP. Weall havetobe
consciousof theinterlinked
andinclusvesocid, politica
and economicvision of our
freedomstruggle. Thatisthe
best remedy for theillSRSS-
BJP is spreading in our
society socialy, politically
andeconomically.
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WHO Report on Possibility of Deadly X

The World Health
Organization (WHO) calls
itDiseaseX.Itdoesnotexist
now, but it is a concept
floated by WHO to gauge
thereadinessof any country
tofightapandemicinthe

future. The model
underscorestheimportance
of vigilance, research, and
preparednessintheface of
emerginginfectiousdiseases
that may haveafatality rate
of Ebolaandisasinfectious
asmeasles.

TheCovid-19 pandemic
killed6.9millionpeople, and
for Disease X, thefatality
rate can be much more.
Presently, there are eight
familiesof virusessonWHOs
priority list, each one
mutatinginanunknownway
andbecomingmorevirulent
becauseof climatechange,
which may lead to the
occurrenceof Disease X.

How preparedisindiato
deal with an outbreak of
such a virus? In a
counterfactual setting, we
identifiedfactorsthat ledto
abrokensupply chainatthe
timewhenthesecondwave
of Covid-19 hitIndia. Back
then, Covid-19wassimilar
toDiseaseX, testingIndia’s
preparedness to fight the
pandemic. There was a
shortage of hospital beds
and doctors.

Disruptioninthemedical
supply chainimpactedthe
availability of medicines,
oxygencylinders, vaccines,
PPE suits, and medical
equipment such as
ventilators.

Inapapertitled, ‘Need
for Policy Reformsinthe
Aftermath of COVID-19:
An Analysis of Indian
Pharmaceutical Sector’
releasedinAugust, wetook
adetailedlook at thefactors
thatledtodisruptioninthe
supply chain at thetime of
Covid-19. Besides, through
factor-loadinganalysis, we
ranked thesefactors—the

higher theweight themore
disruptive the factor
impactingthevaccinesupply
chain. Theresultscanserve
asapolicy toolkit nexttime
thereis acall for a mass
vaccination drive and
deliveringthedosesontime.

The factors were

categorisedintooperational,
financial,andlogisticissues.
A stratified sampling

! A0
Disease X virt

approach was followed.
The sample comprised
medical doctors (300 in
number) and pharmaceutica
corporateexecutives(100
innumber) selectedfromthe
National Capital Region
(NCR) of Delhi.

Given India's supply-
chainexposureto Chinaon
active pharmaceutical
ingredients(APIs), al the
pharmaceutical companies
selectedinthesurvey either
importAPIsfromChinaand
use them to manufacture
medi cinesand vaccines, or
import medicinal equipment
from China. Somefirmsare
also dependent onimports
from the US for certain
criticd inputsusedinvaccine
manufacturing. Thestratified
natureof thesample(random
sampling without
replacement) suggeststhat
theresultsholdtrueacross
India

Theempirical resultson
supply-chainchallengesin
Indiareveal that |l ogistical
issuesarequiteimportant.
For instance, peoplewere
unwillingtotakevaccines
duetofear emanatingfrom
alack of trust, sideeffects,
and concernregarding the

Nilanjan Banik

efficacy of thevaccines.

Interestingly,religious
beliefasareasonto opt out
of vaccineswasnot found
tobesignificant. Inaddition
to these demand-side
factors, thereweresupply-
side issues, too. For
instance, RT-PCR testing

facilities were seldom
available in primary
healthcarecentres(PHCs),
particularly inrural India.
During the peak of the
second waveof Covid-19
duringthemonthsof April,
May, and June 2021, there
wereinadequate RT-PCR

testing centreseveninurban
areas. This led to
inconveniencefor patients
and delay in getting test
results, and hesitancy in
getting testsdone. Among
operational issues, lack of
cooperation and
collaborationamongmultiple
stakeholders, including
public-health officials,
government agencies,
pharmaceutical
manufacturers, and
distributors, getsahigher
weight. Public healthisa
state subject in India.
However, it isthe central

government that is
responsible for drafting
health policiesandvaccine-
delivery mechanisms.
Duringthepandemic, there
wasamismatchbetweenthe
number of vaccinesavailable
for distribution and the
demandfor vaccines.

India’'s pandemic
response suffered because
of alack of policy clarity,
transparency, and
accountability betweenthe
central and  state
governments, and
manufacturersof vaccines.

Initially, there were
problemswith the online
registration portal whenthe
government opened up
registrationfor vaccination
toIndiancitizensabove 18
yearsof agegroup onApril
28,2021. Thereafter, there
was difficulty in online
bookingforvaccinationwhen
the government portal
dartedfunctioningfromearly
May 2021.

Atacompany level, there

ot

DiseaseX virus

wereproblemsinscalingup
production, particularly with
respect to getting accessto
skilled labour and inputs
needed for vaccine
production.

Among the financial
issues, although tariffs
resultedinanincreaseinthe
price of medicines and
vaccines, non-tariff
measures(NTMs) got higher
weights, implyingthat they
played a bigger rolein
supply-chain disruption.
Interestingly, the US
embargo on exporting

Covid-19raw materialsfor
vaccines had a lower
weight. Trade datashows
that India’s imports of
Covid-19 raw materials
from the US increased
between October 2020 and
March 2021. However, the
higher priceof ChineseAPIs
wasnegatively impactingthe
supply. Theextent of price-
led disruptions becomes
clear from the fact that
Chinesesuppliersof APIs
and paraaminophenol (used
to manufacture
paracetamol) increased
pricesby 20% and 27%in
comparison to the pre-
Covid-19days.

Inthelight of theseissues,
thegovernment took aright
decision by launching the
production-linkedincentive
(PL1) scheme for
pharmaceutical products.
Indiaisdependenton APIs
andisnotyet ascompetitive
as China with respect to
many pharmaceutical
products.

Thereisaneedtobuild
domestic capability and
competitivenessintheAPI
segment. Moreover, toease
supply-chainissuesinthe
event of a pandemic, an
independent task force
comprising specialistssuch
as doctors, economists,
pharmaceutical corporate
executives, and engineers
hastobeset up. Thisgroup
can take inputs from the
Integrated Health
Information Platform, a
Web-enabledinformation
system tracking viral
outbreaks.

All state governments
should be made equal
participants in such
governmentinitiatives, with
their inputsconsideredfor
policymaking. Oncein a
while, thistask force can
engage in mock viral-
outbreak scenarios to
identify problemsandensure
how to make the system
work better.
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Falling Household Savings Hurts
Consumption, Investments

Net financial savingsof
householdsasapercentage
of the gross domestic
product (GDP) slumpedto
the lowest in 47 yearsin
2022-23.Accordingtothe
Reserve Bank of India's
September bulletin, net
financia savingsweredown
to5.1per centof GDPinin
2022-23from 7.2 per cent
inthepreviousfiscal year.
Thisisacausefor serious
concern asthefigurewas
11.5 per cent in 2020-21,
indicatingasevereincome
crunch and a likely
transience of the post-
pandemic rise in
consumption.

Digturbingly, thefinancia
ligbilitiesof householdsalso
sharply increased by 5.8 per
cent last fiscal compared
with 3.8 per centin 2021-
22, suggesting a
larger-than-usual recourse
to debt-driven
consumption. Infact, therate
of increase in financial
liabilitieslast fiscal wasthe
second highest since
Independence. Itistruethat
owingtothedevelopment
objectives, access to
affordable credit for the
household sector can
alleviate the liquidity
constraint, enablingthemto
smoothen their
consumption. So,
householdborrowingplays
acritical role. Butit'sequaly
truethat excessiveleverage
beyond sustainablelevels
may dartimpactingthehedth
of the financial system
adversely causingeconomic
disruptions.

Theprospectsof aboost
in demand from higher
consumptiondo not appear
very bright asthereality is
of falling or stagnant
household incomeswhen
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inflationisraging.At6.83per
centinAugust, inflationas
measured by theconsumer
priceindex (CPI) hasstayed
aboveRBI'sflexibleinflation
target of 2-6 per centfor two
consecutivemonths. Inits
Augustmonetary policy, RBI
hasprojected CPI inflation
at 5.4 per centin2023-24.
The stress on incomes is
relatively more in the
countryside as real rural
wages contracted for 12
straight monthsto March.
Thoughthereisalikelihood
of areversal of thesetrends
if overall economicgrowth
picksupandreal household
incomesgrow, thefinancial
year 2022-23figureshave
apotentia bearingonprivate
investmentsover the near
termat least. Nikhil Gupta,
economistat Motilal Oswal,
believesthecombination of
weak income growth and
fallingfinancial savings, led

by borrowings, is
unsustainable.
As consumption

weakens, its impact on a
private sector—led
investment pushisobvious.
TheUnionfinanceministry’s
latest monthly economic
report highlights the
“emergence of the green
shoots of a private capex
upcycle” based on high-
frequency indicatorssuchas
rising capital goodsimports,
steel and cement
consumption,andautosales.
Proposals to set up new
investment projectsinthe
first quarter 2023-24 were
11.6 per cent higher thanin
thecorresponding period of
thepreviousfiscal according
toCMIE’scapex database.
Theofficial narrativeal so
factorsintheincentivization
of higher privateinvestments
through production-linked

incentivesin 14 key sectors,
PM Gatishakti and the
National Infrastructure
Pipeline.

Yet thefact remainsthat
the corporate sector isnot
driving thecurrent growth
story asitdid earlier —a
point underscored by
Pronab Sen, chairman of the
standing committee on

statistics, inaninterview.
That waspossiblebecause
there was a lot of excess
capacity inthesystem. This
hasnot yet beenfully used
up. In manufacturing,
capacity utilizationratesrose
to76.3 per centinthfourth
quarter of 2022-23 from
Covid-relatedlowsof 47.3
per centduringfirst quarter

of 2020-21. They need to
goupmuchfurthertoapoint
where private industry
requiresadditional capacity.
This can happen only if
demand improves as the
year-on-year growth curve
for new ordersis sloping
downwards. Thus, aprivate
capex upswingisonly likely
further downtheroad.

End Israel’s Occupation...

From Page 09

AIPSO deputy general
secretary and Communist
Party of India(CPl) Rajya
Sabha MP P Santhosh
Kumar said that the United
Nationshascomeout with
thefact that thisyear isthe
deadliest year for the
Pal estinian people after
2005-06. I srael hasturned
Gazaintoaslaughterhouse
of humanity. Israel has
expandeditsterritory three
timesandhasbeen continuing
itsonslaughtinaterrifying
manner. He also said that
AIPSOisamovement that
is proactively working
among people and we
expressour solidarity. Healso
spoke on how Prime

Minister NarendraModi has
divertedfromthehistorical
position of supporting
Palestine. Hecriticized the
stanceof theprimeminister
andtheroleof speculation
played by thepro-BJP Godi
media.

Prof Saswathi Mg umdar
fromDU,AIKS(Canning
Lane) leader Krishna
Prasad, AIDWA Delhi
President MamunaMollah,
Adv DhirendraKumar Tiwari
fromAIlYF, Sanjeev from
DYFI, SFI national
president V P Sanu, Alan
Paul representing AlSF,
AlILU generd secretary Adv
Surendranath, Tanzeem-e-
Insaf national social media
convenor Vivek Srivastava,

Tanzeem-e-Insaaf Delhi
state general secretary
Shakeelur Rahman, Sai
Prasad representingWFTU
also addressed the well-
attended protest gathering.
AIPSO Delhi stategeneral
secretary Vivek Sharma
conveyed voteof thanksat
theend of themeetingwhile
criticising the manner in
which mediain Indiais
making this a communal
issue while completely
neglecting gross human
rightsviolationsat homein
Manipur. The meeting
concluded with a call to
continueand intensify the
struggle in solidarity of
peopleof Palestineonall
fronts.

Restore Peacein West Asia...

From Page 10

aready witnessed death of
5,590 Palestiniansand 251
| sraelisbetween 2008 and
2020 as per the data
provided by the UN. The
siegeof GazaStrip by the
Israel and blocking of
supply of food, electricity,
water and medicines, etc,
will have very grave
conseguencesonthelifeof
people in Gaza. It is
therefore essential to

establish a humanitarian
corridor for saf e passage of
emergency servicesandaid
including water, food,
electricity and medicines.

Thosewhoaddressedthe
gatheringincludeDrArun
Mitra, D P Maur, M S
Bhatia, Ranjit Singh, Dr
Rajinder Pal Aulukh,
Jaswant Zeerakh, Ramesh
Ratan, Dr Balwinder Singh
Aulukh, Dr Surg Dhilon, Dr
Gurveer Singh, DrAnkush

Kumar.

Prominent among those
whowerepresentincludeDr
Gursharan Singh, Dr
Tajinder Toor, Dr Gurpreet
Rattan, Adv Naval Chibber,
Avtar Chibber, Dr S K
Nagesh, Malkit Singh
Malra, Dr Hitesh Narang,
Ajit Jawadi, Daan Singh,
Kewal SinghBanwait,Anod
Kumar, Randhir Singh
Dheera, Sanjiv Malik,
Satnam Singh and Rajpal
Verma.
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Hamas Attack Can’t Be Used
for Ethnic Cleansing: UN

After the Gazahospital
was bombarded by the
Israel, UN says, ‘Hamas
attack cannot justify
collectivepunishment of the
people of Gaza or that of
Palestine. How to fight
terrorism! 500 killed in
bombing of Ahil Arabi
Hospital inGaza. M ost of the
dead wereadmittedinthe
hospital sufferinginjuries
from earlier attacks.
‘Children of light °
indeed!More than 7,000
missileshavebeendropped
on Gaza; thousands of

Pal estinianskilledand more

dying by the minute ;
thousands of children in
graves. Morethan 152,000
Pal estinians have been
injured since 2008 up to
September 21, 2023.Even
priortothel DF evacuation
order, 400,000 peoplehad

beeninternally displacedin

Gazainthelast week.

Hospitals are under
attack. Isn’t the beast of
revengesatiated orisyour
thirst for blood still not
quenched. The people of
Gaza Strip are being
dispossessedfromtheirown
land. Thelsradli attackisjust
anillegal occupation. For
demonising‘ humananimas
, reduce oneself to a
barbarian sub-human,
particularly for self-
preservation!

Inthefaceof apartheid,
thePalestinianresistancein
Gazaremovesthebarriers
imposed on the people
inside. Inthefaceof regime
normalization agreements,
they reaffirmto thewhole
world that they have not
abandoned their causes.

The battle of the
Palestinian resistance is
wagingisthebattleof all the
free peopleof theworld. It
isaninternational battlein
thefaceof imperialismand
itsZionisttool intheregion,
and also against the
collaboration of the

capitalists in their own
countrieswiththe Zionist
aggression.

All shouldsupportall the
means adopted by the
resistanceto accumulating
forliberation,andcall onall
leftist and progressive
organisationsintheregion
andtheworldto supportthe
Pal estinian people’sfight
againsttheoccupationby al
possiblemeans, regardless
of their position, and one
should salute the peoples

who began to move to
support our international
causein Palestine. These
peoplesconfirmevery day
that thereisno choice but
toresist.

Today, it is more
necessary than ever to
redoublesolidarity withthe
struggleof the Pal estinian
peoplefor their liberation,
fortheend of theoccupation,
for thereturn of therefugees
and the recovery of their
property, for therel ease of
prisonersand detainees, and
for the construction of a
Palestinianstatebased onthe
will of itspeopleanditsyouth
without imperialist
interferenceof any kind.

Israeli reservists are
amassingon theborderwith
Gaza, where there are
increasingly direwarnings
over dwindling water
supplies and the

displacement of hundredsof
thousandsof people.

Israel hasannouncedan
impending, open-ended
operation toinvadetheGaza
Strip, withplanstoremove
and destroy the military
capabilitiesandleadership
of theHamasmilitant group
through groundinvasion.

Benjamin Netanyahu's
reservist troopspreparing
forthegroundinvasion. They
will not only be killing

iy

!

Hamas men but ordinary
children, women and other
civilians. The Israeli
Defence Forces (IDF)
has orderedtheroughly 1.1
millionres dentsof GazaCity
toevacuate tothesouthern
half of the thin, densely
populated coastal strip,
despiteconcernsby human
rights groups, the United
Nations, and aid workers
that such a move might
amount to ethnic cleansing
of acivilian population.
Israel hascut deliveriesof
food, water, fuel and medical
suppliesfromthestrip.Gaza
was now at risk as water
supplies run out due to
suppliesfromIsrael being
cut, and desalination plants
inGazarunningout of fuel.It
hasbecomeamatter of life
and death. Itisamust; fuel
needsto bedelivered now
into Gaza to make water

availablefor 2millionpeople.
Unlessmilitary operations
stoppedtherewasgoingto
be a “public health
catastrophe.

Israeli society hasbeen
deeply divided in recent
years, with anger directed
towards Netanyahu’s
coalition government —
described asthemost right-
winginlsragli history —and
particularly its judicial
reforms. Inthenameof self-

defence, Israel isseekingto
justify what would amount
to ethnic cleansing. Any
continuedmilitary operations
by Israel have gone well
beyond the limits of
international law. The
international community must
stop these egregious
violationsof international
law now, before tragic
history isrepeated. Timeis
of theessence. Palestinians
and | sraelisboth deserveto
livein peace, equality of
rights, dignity andfreedom.In
aclassiccaseof blamingthe
victim and
brazenly whitewashingthe
Israeli regime’satrocities,
many western leaders
including Indian Prime
Minister Narendra M odi
have again jumped in
defense of the apartheid.
They are hailing and
standingwiththeaggressor.

Diary of

| nternational

Events
C. Adhikesavan

They openly say ‘Finish
Them'.
Hamasisthecreation
of I srael

Yitzhak Segev, whowas
thelsraeli military governor
inGazaintheearly 1980s,
reveal ed that hehad hel ped
finance the Palestinian
I slamist movement as a
“counterweight” to the
secularistsand | eftistsof the
Palestine Liberation
OrganizationandtheFatah
party, led by Yasser Arafat
(who himself referred to
Hamas as “a creature of
Israel.”) Accordingtothe
confession of the retired
brigadier general thelsraeli
government gave him a
budgetand the military
government gives to the
mosques.

“Hamas, to my great
regret,islsrael’ screation,”
Avner Cohen, a former
|sradlirdigiousaffairsofficia
who worked in Gaza for
more than two decades.
Back in the mid-1980s,
Cohenevenwroteanofficia
report to his superiors
warning them not to play
divide-and-rule in the
Occupied Territories, by
backingPaestinianldamists
against Palestinian
secularigts. They didn’tlisten
to him. And Hamas, as |
explaininthefifthinstallment
of my shortfilmseriesfor The
I ntercept on blowback, was
theresult. Tobeclear: First,
thelsraelishelped buildup
amilitantstrainof Palestinian
political Islam, intheform
of Hamas and its Muslim
Brotherhood precursors;
then, thelsraelisswitched
tack and tried to bomb,
besiege, andblockadeit out
of existence.

Inthepast decadealone,
| srael hasgonetowar with
Hamas three times — in
2009, 2012, and 2014 —
killing around 2,500
PaegtinianciviliansinGaza
intheprocess.
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CTUsand SKM Condemn Attackson Jour nalists

ThePlatformof Central
Trade Unions/ Sectoral
Federations/ Associations
(CTUs) and
SamyuktKisanMorcha
(SKM) issuedthefollowing
statement on October 16,
2023:

Thebrazenraidsonthe
officesof Newsclickmedia
offices, arrestsof journalists,
PrabirPurkayasthaand Amit
Chakravarty andtheraids
conducted in 46 houses
including those of Abhisar
Sharma, Bhasha Singh,
Urmil es h,
AunindyoChakravarty,
Sohail Hashmi inDelhi on
October 3,2023 needto be

condemnedinthestrongest
terms. Itisnot surprisingthat
thereasonsgivenincludethe
coveragegiventohistoric
kisan movement, theanti-
CAA movement and soon.

We stand by the
victimised journalists,
writers, intell ectual s and
satirists and the stand-up
comedians, who havebeen
fearlessly expressingtheir
views in support of the
common masses and
exposing the ruling
dispensation’ smisdeedsand
corruption.

Thejournalistsand the
media are known as the

democraticset-up. They are
the conscience-keepersof
the society. Freedom of
expressionisoneof thevital
fundamental rights
guaranteed by the Indian
Constitutionand needstobe
protectedintheinterest of
a healthy and vibrant
democracy.

Theraidsconductedatthe
residencesandtheofficesof
several social media
activists, confiscatingtheir
mobilephones, laptopsand
other electronicdevicesand
tools and arresting them
under the draconian
provisions of Unlawful
ActivitiesPreventionAct

(UAPA) that deny eventhe
basic right to secure bail
againstthearbitrary arrest
by the State, is a blatant
misuseof statepower by the
BJP government. Thisis
nothing short of creating a
fear-psychosisamongthe
bona fide journalist
community whichamounts
tomuzzling of democracyin
our country. Theseactsalso
deprive the rights of the
people to have access to
authenticinformationand
news from the print and
electronicmedia, including
the *social media’ in our
country.

Westand by the Editors

club of India, theworking
journalistsandreportersas
well as the social media
activistsinthishour of crisis.

It is heartening that
demonstrationswereheld
across the country
condemningthearrestsand
demanding ouster of
Modigovernmentin 2024.

Thisisanactinthelong
chain where the Central
government has used its
executivepowersinblatant
disregard of the rights
guaranteed under thelndian
Congtitution, withasoleaim
to silence all voices of
opposition prior to the

‘fourth estate’ in a Guildof India,andthepress  electionin2024.
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BANGALORE:AIllIndia
KisanSabha (AIKS)
President
RavulaVenkaiahpointed out
that thereare promisesmade
by the prime minister to the
farmers’ organisations, given
in writing, but they are not
implemented,even after a
year. The promises were
made when the peasants
were protesting against the
threeblackagricultural laws.

RavulaVenkaiah, AIKS
leader, in hisaddressto the
KarnatakaState Convention
of KisanMorcha (SM) unit,
held at KondaBasappa
Hall,asked the government
to get the promises
implemented immediately.

The state convention of
KarnatakaKisanMorcha
(SM) was attended by more
than500 farmers’

A

AIKS president RavulaVenkaia addressing the convention

representatives from
different districts. Amongthe
chief guests were
RavulaVenkaiah,
AlKSNational Secretary
Biju Krishnan
andKisanKranti  Union
President Avtar Singh.Inthe
presidium were
HRBasavarajappa,
RasamaliPatil, V Baswarag],
Syed Mujeeb, Swarnabat
and Ramyamalik.

Among the others who
took part in the convention
were AIKS President and
Secretary from Karnataka
State, SiddannaGoudaPatil,
Lokesh, Diwakar fromAIKS
(CPM), Nagendra from
AIKKM. One of the kisan
leadersYeswant introduced
aresol ution that was passed
by the conference.

In his speech in the
conference, RavulaVenkaiah

RavulaVenkaiah

said that Prime Minister
NarendraModimust
apologizetothefarmerswhile
withdrawing thethreelaws
asnoneof thepromisesmade
havebeenfulfilledinlast one
year. C2+50 has not been
made a legal guarantee for
crop prices. LDF
government in Kerala
addssupport price for food
crops per quintal and also
Rs780for bonus. To helpthe
farmersingettingrelief from
heavy debts, they want
tobring Keralatype of debt
relief under legal guarantee
authority by thegovernment
at the Centre.

They also want
withdrawal of the Electricity
ReformsBill whichismost

Kisan Movement for | mplementation of Guar antees

harmful tothefarmers. The
convention also demanded
that minister of state for
homeaffairsand hissonwho
is responsible for the
LakhimpurKheri incident
should bepunished severely.
He said that in order to
achievethese, thereisaneed
to expand a strong
farmersmovement acrossthe
country. Asapart of that, a
programisbeing conducted
touniteSKM, whichislimited
totwo or three states, inthe
form of conferences in all
states across the country.

Karnatakaisthe 15" state
to organize conference out
of 16 states. Itistaking place
in Bangalore. He called for
indefiniteinitiationstobeheld
across the country
onNovember 26, 27and 28.

AIKS president Ravula

15

said, “If youwant to achieve
this, you have to defeat
NarendraModi. Itistheonly
solution. Andthat iswhy all
the farmers should come
forward unitedly to restart

the nationwide
movementwiththeslogan of
‘NarendraModiHathao,
DeshBachao,
KisanBachao”.

BijuKrishnansaidthat he
wanted to see the peasant
movement regainitsstrength
as a nationwidemovement.
President of KisanKrantikari
UnionAvtar Singh said that
the farmers of Punjab were
at theforefront of the
movement that took placeat
thebordersof Delhi for more
than a year and called
uponthe farmers of South
Indiato be key participants
inthismovement againwith
the same spirit.

On (Record ...

terrorismand criminal conspiracy
by the Special Cell of theDelhi
Policeafter thelatter raided over

@ molitics.in

INVESTIGATIVE
REPORTS IN

ARREST THOSE
LEFTISTS!

The Supreme Court benchled by Chief
Justice of India (CJI) DY Chandrachud
granted a‘final opportunity’ to Speaker of
Maharashtral egislative Assembly Rahul
Narwekar togivea'realistictimeschedule
for disposal of disqualificationpetitionsarising
out of the Shiv Senarift. A three-judgebench
said the Speaker “isnot doing hisjob” but
“goesontogiveinterviewsthat weareaco-
equal branch of thegovernment, the Supreme
Courtissupremeinitsownway”. Iltwenton
tonote, “Wearenot satisfied with thetime
schedul eindicated beforethisCourt previoudly.
Thetimescheduleasproposedwill not result
inaforeseeableconclusionof disqualification
pleasat areasonably early date.” —Thelndian
Express, October 18.

**x %

CIVICUS, aglobal civil society alliance,
has called onthelndianauthorities“toend
thecrackdownagainst NewsClick andrelease
itseditor and staff held” under the UAPA
(Unlawful  Activities Prevention
Act).NewsClick’seditor-in-chief, Prabir
Purkayastha, and its HR head, Amit
Chakravarty, werearrested under chargesof

70 locations connected to
NewsClick, includingthehomes
of itsemployeesand consul tants.

CIVICUSisaglobal alliance
“of over 10,000 civil society
organisations and activists
dedicatedtostrengtheningcitizen
action and civil society
throughout theworld.”

DuringtheOctober 3raidsby
theDelhi Policeon NewsClick,
electronic devices (including
mobilephones, laptopsand hard
disks) of journalistswereseized.
ThePolicequestioned at | east 46
journalists associated with NewsClick. —

newsclick.in, October 14.
* % %

TheDelhi High Court recently camedown
heavily onDelhi University for revokingaClass
XI1 “meritorious student’ admission in an
undergraduatecourseB.A. (Hons.) Geography,
fortheAcademicYear 2023-2024 at Kirori Mal
College, citing* non-fulfilment of subject mapping
criteria’ asthestudent duetothenon-availability
of anexaminationin English Literaturechose

FOREIGN MEDIA!

History asper the DU exception/flexibility
rule. Noting that the decision wasbased on
the undue arbitrariness exhibited by the
admissionsauthority, which contravenedthe
stipulations of the information bulletin/
prospectusthey themselveshadissued, the
High Court directed the University to grant
admissontostudentsagainstexistingvacancies
or by increasing thenumber of seatsin case
of novacancy. —verdictum.in, October 12.

Compiled by: C Adhikesavan
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22" UP State Conference of NFIW
IMPLEMENT WOMENS’ RESERVATION IN 2024 PoLLs

ALIGARH: Thetwo-day 22" state conference of
Uttar Pradesh unit of National Federation of Indian
Women (NFI'W) wassuccessfully held hereon October
7 and 8, 2023 in Habib Garden.

Inaugurating the
conferenceNFIW general
secretary AnnieRajasaid
that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi betrayed
thewomenwhilepresenting
the Nari Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam 2023 when he
said that the women’s
reservation will not be
implemented now but only
after 10years.

Annie Raja demanded
that the women’s
reservation must be
implementedintheensuing
Parliament el ectionsin2024
aswell asinstateassembly
elections.

She said that the
NarendraM odi government
is responsible for rising
prices of all essential

commodities, galloping
unemployment, spread of
communal hatred and
increasing atrocities on
women. PrimeMinister’s
‘Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao’
sloganandclaimof beinga
well wisher of womenhave
alsobeenexposedwiththe
inhuman crimes against
women, gang rape and
paradingthemunclothedon
streets. When women in
M ani pur wereundergoing
loss of dignity, barbaric
torture, prime minister
remainedsilentfor 80days.
Thefactsthat hefailed to
takeany actionagainst WFI
chief who is also a BJP
member of Parliament only
disprovehistall claims.

National secretary Aruna
Sinhasaidthat the Central

3 | 5 = :

NFIW general secretary Annie Raja alongwith the delegates

Kanti Mishra

governmentissellingaway
the national and natural
assetsof thecountry. The
government isalsotaking
away the rights of the
traditiona way of livelihood
by snatching away their
meansof livelihood.

Presiding over the
inaugural session NFIW
Uttar Pradesh statesecretary
AshaMishrasaidthepeople
of thestatearefed upwith
thepoliciesandprogrammes
of Narendra Modi
government. Inflationisfast
rising. Whileontheonehand
theprofitsof corporatesand
capitalistsarecontinuously
increasing, ontheother hand
inUttar Pradesh atrocities
agai nst women, gang rapes
and dowry killings are
deepening. The state
administration and the

police are protecting the
offendersandbecauseof that
the attacks onwomen are
widening.

Thestate secretary said
that thetwo day conference
has decided to further
strengthentheorganization
andspreaditwidely inthe
state. The conferenceal so
decidedtolaunchstruggles
againg spiraingpriceriseand
increasing atrocities on
women. Thedecisionwas
also taken to ensure
communal amity andtosave
the Constitution and
democracy.

CPI national executive
member Dr Girish Sharma
and party state council
secretary Arvind Raj
Swarup greeted the
conferenceat theinaugural
session and wished the
delegatesall success.

The 22" conference
began with the welcome

address by reception
committee president and
AligarhUniversity Women
Studies professor Tauseef
Fatima.

Theconferenceadopted
resolutions on pricerise,
unemployment, atrocities
against women, communal
polarization, educationand
demandsof Anganwadi and
Mid-day meal workers.

The conference
unanimously elected a4l
member council for the
comingthreeyears, Nisha
Rathoreaspresident, Kanti
Mishraasgeneral secretary,
vice presidents Sasibal a,
Prameela Bajpai, Seema
Parveen, GeethaChoudary,
SunitaMohdanwal,

The conference
concludedwithAnnieRgja
urging thenew council and
delegates to make the
orgainsation strong and
vibrant.
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