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CALL TO FIGHT AGAINST
COMMUNALISATION OF EDUCATION

he 30™ national
conferenceof All
India Students

Federation (Al SF) washeld
successfully from
September 28, 2023 to
October 1, 2023 in
Begusarai, theL eningrad of
Bihar. Theconferencegave
aclarioncall tofight against
commercialization,
centralization, and
communalization  of
education in India and
congtant strugglefor enacting
Bhagat Singh National
Employment GuaranteeAct
(BNEGA). Theconference
was attended by 520
delegatesfrom 26 states.

The inaugural session
began with ahuge student
rally attended by thousands
of students. Thehugerally
went through the roads of
Begusarai, decorated with
AlSFflagsandwall writings,
and concluded at G D
College. Thepublicmesting
was inaugurated by
Communist Party of India
(CPI1) general secretary D
Raja. AISF national
president ShuvamBanerjee
presided over the
programme. Al SF national
general secretary Vicky
Mahesari, national girls’

.-
d

committee convenor
Sanghamitra, All IndiaYouth
Federation general
secretary R Thirumalai, CPI
Rajya Sabha MP P
Sandhosh Kumar, CPI
national council secretary
RamakK rushnaPanda, CPI
Bihar statecouncil secretary
Ram Naresh Pandey, CPI
MLAs Ram Ratan Singh

CPI geﬁer al se

Our Correspondent

andstruggle. Itistheduty
of every AISF activist to
study and equipthemselves
with knowledge. Bhagat
Singhfoughttoliberatethe
country from imperialist
forces. Al SF hasbeen now
assignedwithasimilar duty

of carpenter will only
becomeacarpenter. BJPis
controlled by RSS, which
followsacommunal fascist
ideology. D Ragjaconcluded
hisaddressby conveyingthe
revolutionary greetingstothe
conferencefromthesideof
CPI.

The delegate session
began on September 29,

30t* AISF National Conference E

and Surya Kanth Paswan
alsoaddressedthegathering
of nearly six thousand
people.

Inhisinaugural address
D Raja reminded how
Shaheed Bhagat Singhisa
great inspiration to fight
against RSS. Bhagat Singh
fought against colonialism
andlaidhislifeforIndia The
slogan of AISFisto study

—tofightagainst RSS-BJP
and savethecountry.

NEP 2020 isasinister
game of BJP to bring
privatization,
commercialization and
communalization in
education sector. This
educationpolicyisenvisaged
to concretize casteismin
which son of abarber will
remain abarber and ason

President
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Vicky M éh esari

General Secretary
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Dinesh Seerangaraj

2023 with the hoisting of
AISF Flag. The flag was
hoisted by AISF national
president Shuvam Banerjee.
Thiswasfollowedby paying
floral tributestothemartyrs
columnandsloganeering by
the delegates. CPI MLA
from Tegra Ram Ratan
welcomedthedel egateson
behalf of the reception
committee. The delegate
was addressed by Prof
Hargopal, eminent poet and
scientist Gauhar Razaand
CPI national council
secretary and former Al SF
national president Rama
KrushnaPanda.

Inhiswelcomeaddress,
Ram Ratan remembered
former MLA
Chandrashekhar Singhwho

was assassinated by
Congressgoonsfor hisrole
in organising CPI and
progressivemovementsin
Begusarai. It wasthegreat
sacrifices of such great
peoplethat helpedto build
thecommunistmovementin
Bihar. Thedelegatesession
was inaugurated by Prof
Hargopal, renowned social
activist and former dean of
the School of Social Science
at the University of
Hyderabad. Hewasd apped
with UAPA by theAndhra
Pradesh state government
allegingMaoist relations.

A vocal critique of the
NarendraModi-led Union
government, hespokeabout
theBJPgovernment’splan
toprivatizeeducationinour
country through the New
Education Policy (NEP-
2020). Heal so condemned
Union government’s
imprisoningandkilling of
dissident political activists
making useof thedraconian
UAPA. He severely
criticizedtheprivatization
policies of the Union
governmentresultinginthe
loot of national and natural
assets.
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Asthesummer withitsheatisrecedingand
winter, withitshorror of icecold nightsshivers
eveninthesewarmdays, India smajority
population, jobless, hungry, goesto bedto
spend anight of miseries. ItisOctober again,
and onitssecond day wasbornthefather of
our nation, MahatmaGandhi. Bapu, ashewas
called, isapresencethat hasawaysbeenthere.
For morethanacentury, itwasalwayslikein
any crisis, wewereconfident of hisprotective
aura. Weearned our independence, webuilt
our political systemthat wasdemocratic,
secular and socialist, wehad our education
system, health care, nationalizationto slowly
getrid of privateownership, andfinally our
composite culture that got evolved, and
nurtured by the Constitution. Andyet, there
wastheright, growing stronger al thetime.

But whentheBJPformedthegovernment
in2014, afaultlinestarted emerging. Wehad
beentheworld’ slargest democracy and once
againthereareseriousattemptsto put awedge
inour compositeculture. Weareacollective
andasohaveindividual identity, bothaliveand
closaly woveninthemultiplicity that hasbeen
part of our culturesincecenturies. But today
itisthreatened, confrontingapolitical project
that seeksto promoteHindu authoritarianism
dongthelinesof Nazi anti-Semitism. Theproject
ispremised onthesameoldideathat Indiais
aHindu stateand minoritiesmust subscribe
toHindu primacy —apositionthat threatens
thevery foundationof itsdemocracy inwhich
al citizensof everyfaithandal Hindusof every
castehaveequal standing.

Asinthepast, Hindu supremaciststoday
belongtoRSSanditslargefamily of affiliates
aswdl | asorganizations, that havemushroomed
inthelast coupleof yearsunder therightist
ideol ogical umbrella, arefull of contempt for
minority communities. They look toNarendra

Gandhi Lives

Modi, along-timemember of theRSSwhonow
headsthegovernment, asthedeliverer of Hindu
Rashtra.

Thereareall out effortsto organi zediscourse
iInwhich Muslimswoul d betreated as second
classcitizens. Government hasbeen pursuing
Hindutvamaj oritarianattacks. Themost evident
of themhasbeentheCitizenshipAmendmentAct
that came as a blow on our basic planks of
democracy. Secul arism hasbeen stretched over
to extremenegativism. It hasbeen replaced by
bareand barbaric CitizenshipAmendment Act.
For thefirst time, whiledefining and granting
citizenship, religionhasbeenmadeacriteria. It
iIsalmostthebasi cfactortospell outwhoisindian
citizen. Itwasanattack onour visionof India,

andalso onour Bapu, everything that hestood
for,andalongwithhim, onusall. Theattacks
areaimed at wiping out whatever weheldwith
our entiredemocraticethos, actua ly thereflection
of thepower Gandhiji held over themasses.

TheCitizenshipAmendmentAct fast-tracks
Indian citizenshipstonon-Muslimimmigrants
from three neighboring countries. The bill
providescitizenshiptoreligiousminoritiesfrom
Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan. The
government of Hindu nationalist forcesled by
BJPsaysthiswill givesanctuary topeoplefleeing
religiouspersecution. Criticssay thebill ispart
of BJPagendatomarginaliseMudims. Ithasbeen
alsocalledanti-Muslimlaw, whichisopenonly
toHindu, Christian, Sikh, Buddhist, Parsi and
Jain.

Theact prompted widespread protestsinthe

country especidlyinnortheasternregionwhich
borders Bangladesh. The Citizenship
AmendmentAct (CAA) revisesthe64 years
of Indiancitizenshiplawwhichprohibitedillega
migrantsfrom becoming Indiancitizens. It
definedillegal immigrantsasforeignerswho
enteredIndiawithout avalid passportor valid
documents, or stayed beyond the permitted
time. lllegal immigrantscould bedeported or
jailed. ThenewA ctalsoamendstheprovision
which saysaperson must haveworked for
thefederal governmentfor atleast 11 years,
beforeone can apply for citizenship. Now
therewill bean exceptionfor membersof six
religiousminority communitiesif they canprove
that they arefrom Pakistan, Afghanistanor
Bangladesh. They will only havetoliveand
workinIndiafor six yearstobeeligiblefor
citizenship or nationality of thecountry.

Effortscontinueto makeMuslimsinthe
country the* other” . Soaretheattacksonthem.
Themoment hascomewhenthecountry feels
theimperative needtorediscover Gandhi.
Bapu could never bereinedinbecauseinhis
life timeitself, he had comprehensively
counteredthe project of Hindu Rashtraforcing
itsadvocates, RashtriyaSwayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) and Hindu M ahasabha, tothemargins
of Indianpalitics. Itwasonly Gandhi whocould
doitwith hisimmensemoral power and his
all-out effortsasthe supremeleader of the
anti-Britishstrugglethat inashort span after
Independence, thevalidity of thevisionof a
secular and democraticnation seemed beyond
guestion. Itroseabovetheturmoil of thetime
and becametheunifying principleof thepost-
Independencelndia. Itwasthissecular project
of Independent I ndiathat was sought to be
derailedby theassass nationof Gandhi. Though
thebattle-linesareemerging again, Gandhi
lives. So doesour compositeculture.

On Crackdownon Media

TheCasteCensusin Bihar isrevealingthecomposition
of society. Thisdata will help the government in making
policies accurately with concrete understanding of
deprivations. Such exer cisesareneeded in other statestoo
for scientific and evidence based policy making.

BJP’scrackdown on media has already brought India
among the bottom 20 countriesin pressfreedom.

Delhi Policeunder thedirect control of Union ministry

like Manipur

Crisis,

Caste Survey Helps to Form Right Policies: CPI

Communist Party of India general secretary D Raja has
issued the following two twitter messages:

of home affairsraided the residences of journalists
Urmilesh, BhashaSingh,Abhisar Sharma, Par anjoy Guha
Thakurtaand othersand seized laptopsand phones.

Thesejournalistsquestioned thegover nment on issues

Adani revelations and

communalisation of society. They arebeingintimidated

and punished for holdingthegover nment accountable.

condemnableact.

Muzzling of pressisto hidetheUnion government’s
failures of thelast nineyears. People seethrough this
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Tributes to Doyen of Agrarian Movement

| mplement Swaminathan Panel Recommendations

A year back | was
travellingto Bhopal from
Delhiinatrainandmet afew
farmersinmy compartment.
Whileintroducingmyself, |
casually askedthemif they
know Dr Swaminathan.
Immediately two of them
nodded affirmatively and
said: “Swaminathan
sipharishonkolagukaro™!
(Implement the
recommendations  of
Swaminathan Commission.

Farmers around the
country  know  Dr
Swaminathan not only for
Kayan Sona, ahighyielding
dwarf whesat, but alsofor his
pro-farmer
recommendations,including
oncrop MSPs. Thatisthe
legacy of greenrevolution’s
doyen. Forincreasingfood
productionfrom0.5crore
tonnesin1950tonearly 33
crore tonnes in 2023, |
remember twoof hisfamous
slogans — “you can buy
gunsbut never grain” and
“futureof nationsbelongto
thosewithsdlf sufficiencyin
foodproduction”. It’sredlly
a sad day that we lost a
patriotic scientist with his
visionand missionwho had
banished famines and
brought food security.

Duringmy primary school
daysinlate’60sandearly
' 70s, there used to be a
severe shortage for
foodgrainsinthe country.
People used to discuss
about availability of riceor
wheat in ration or kirana
storesdependingonarrival
of AmericanshipstolIndian
portscarrying grainunder
humiliating PL-480
agreement. That washand
to mouth existencefor the
nation.

At that time Dr M S
Swaminathan and other
scientists from Indian
Council for Agricultural
Researchweremandated by
Unionagricultural ministry
tofind solutionsfromthe
food shortages. Atthattime

Dr M S Swaminathan
contacted Dr Norman
Borlaug, an American
scientist at thelnternational
Wheat Centre in Mexico
whorecently developed high
yielding but red and dwarf
Mexiconwheat varieties.

Dr Swaminathan
contacted Dr Borlaug and
brought a few seeds of
M exican wheat and tested
their suitability for Indian
fields. The field trials
conductedat bothl ARI farm
inNew Delhi and Ludhiana
Agricultural University
yielded much better than
Indianwheat, uptonearly
five tonnes per hectare).
Emboldened by theseinitial
results, Dr Swaminathanand
histeam of crop breeders
from geneticsdivision of
IARI inPusaattempted
different crossesbetween
MexicanandIndiandes
wheats.

After afew yearsof
back breaking crosses
andfieldresearchthey
came out with iconic
wheat verities such as
Sonara64, Sonalikaand
latericonicKalyan Sona
varieties. Innotimethese
high yielding wheat
varietieswereaccepted
by farmers of Punjab,
Haryana, MP and other
states spread across
northernindia.

Similarly Dr
Swaminathanledariceyield
improvement projectaswell.
Highyielding Taiwanese
MahsuritypeTN1and IR
ricevarietieswerecrossed
withtall andlow yielding
nativelndianricevarieties.
Thecrossesagainperformed
wonderfullyandhighyielding
IR8, Jayaand other iconic
varieties too yieldedvery
high. Withhardwork of our
farmersand public sector
research, scientistsinnotime
spread the high yielding
dwarf varietiesacrossfields
likewildfire.Bylate’ 70s
yield of wheat and rice

Dr Soma Marla

increased and nation
stopped food imports.

Major credit for this
successstory forturninga
starved nation dependingon
food imports to a self
secured, food self sufficient
nation goestothevisionary
planning of Dr M S
Swaminathan. That isthe
power of public sector farm
research, which of course
cannever beexpectedfrom
profit-mongering corporate
agri-bussiness.

In 2004, the then UPA
government alarmed with
serious farm crisis and
increasing number of farmer
suicides appointed a

FarmersCommissionunder
the chairman ship of Dr
Swaminathan and asked to
suggest waysto comeout of

this rural crisis. His
commission consisted of
Atul Kumar Anjaan,
presidentof leftwingAll India
Kisan Sabha to Joshi of
rightist Setkari Sanghatana
fromMaharastra. Hewas
open minded and
accommodated theissues
genuinely in favour of
farmers welfare.

After adetailed study, in
2008theCommissioncame
out with important
recommendationstoraise
farmers’ incomesandfarm
productivity. Significant
onesbeing recal cul ation of

Crop support prices,
environment friendly
cultivation, equal wagesand
land ownership rights to
women farmers and
implementation of land
reformstonameafew. Both
theUPA governmentandthe
present onethough accepted
but never sincere in
implementing the
Commission
recommendations. The
present government cameto
powerin2014 promisingin
its election manifesto to
implement  farmers’
commission
recommendation but never
walked thetalk.

Thepresent government
even declared in the
Supreme Courtthat it’snot
in a position to harm the
markets by paying just
support prices to crop
produce. Subsequently,
farmers’ discontentrose
andtragically sixfarmers
were killed
in Mandsaur inMadhya
Pradesh during their
agitationfor better crop
prices. Farmers led
historic Nashik and
Parliment marches
culminatingwithnearly
year and half long Del hi
agitation demanding
scrapping of  pro-
agribusinessthreefarmlaws.

In 2011, Dr
Swaminathan, asamember
of RajyaSabha, proposed
a private members bill
seekingequal land property
rightsto women farmers.
Unfortunately thebill wasnot
passed due to lack of
support.

There was a trade off.
Much heralded green
revolution brought food self
sufficiency tothenation but
eroded soils, water bodies
and did not benefit much
small andlandlessfarmers.
Insteadfertilizer, pesticide,
machinery industry and
trader lobby benefited
mainly fromtheunderlying

agendaof greenrevolution.
Butforthis, theblameshould
go to successive
governmentsthat actedin
favour of richfarmersand
transnational corporate
agribusinesssyndicates.
Dr Swaminathan
completed hiseducationin
agriculturefromagricultuera
college, Coimbatore and
IndianAgricultura Ingtitute,
Pusain Delhi and proceeded
toNetherlandsand England
tocompletehisdoctoral and
post doctoral research. The
man-made tragic Bengal
famine convinced him to
returntolndiaand workin
agricultural research. During
his nearly four decdes of
service with Indian
Agricultural Research
Institute and later as its
director with his visionary
planning heralded crop
breeding and brought
invaluable improvementin
yieldsof wheat, rice, potato
and several other crops.

He was a recipient of
several awardsbeginning
with World Food prize,
PadmaVibhushan, Ramon
Magsaysay award and
several others. After
retirement he foundedM S
Swaminathan Research
Foundation and worked
effortlesdy for biodiversity,
conservation of seacoast
mangroves, welfare of
womenricefarmers. One
notable aspect of his
personality wasthatinspite
of hishighprofiled stature,
he was accessible to all
startingfromasmall farmer,
astruggling research student
to top government official
at his Chennai residence.

A real tribute to Dr
Swaminathan would beto
recalculate crop support
pricesand conveneaspecia
session of Parliament
exclusively to discuss
recommendations  of
Farmers Commission to
improve livelihoods of
farmersandfarmlabourers.
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Provide Pucca Housesfor Shelterless; CPI

Communist Party of India
national council secretary
Syed Azeez Pashasaid on
September 27, 2023 that
failure to provide pucca
houses to the shelterless
people is nothing but
violation of humanrights.
Thepoor peopleareflocking
towardstownsandcitiesin
searchof employment. They
areunableto pay hugerents
incities. They arecompelled
toliveinslumsandthat too
inrentedhuts. They areliving
therewithout dignity, proper
civicamenitiesand without
social security.

Syed Azeez Pashawas
addressingasthechief guest
a largely attended
conventionwhichwasheld
on ‘ Problems of poor and
solutions’ at Tirumala
FunctionHall inBadangpet
of RangaReddy district at
theoutskirtsof Hyderabad.
The convention was
presided over by R Gopal,
socid activistand Telangana
state president of ISCUF.

Thousands of poor
people attended the
conventionwith placards
andraisingslogans' Giveus
vacant land, wewill erect
huts .Amongthemmany are
burgaclad Muslimwomen.
R Shankar Nayak,

Telanganastate president of

Sarvodaya
Muneer Patel, state
president of INSAF,
Chandu Nayak, senior
leader of CPI, Faimida, state
vice president of NFIW,
JillelaKrishna, Mahaboob,
Papaiah Goud, | eaders of
CPI and othersparticipated
intheconvention.

SyedAzeez Pasha, inhis

-

Mandali, |

Ram Narsimha Rao

addressstated that though
severa partieshavecometo
power, theliving standards
of the poor have not
improved. Theanti-people

U, ca=
T

policies of successive

governmentshavemadethe
poor poorer. Though
governments are

constructinglimited number
of doublebed room houses
for thepoor, certainbrokers
aremaking every effort to
seethat the poor do not get
double bed room houses,
AzeezPashapointedoutwith

concern. Therulingcircles
remember the poorer
sectionsof populationonly
atthetimeof elections. After
coming to power through
getting votesfromthem, the
ruling classforgetsthepoor
conveniently.

Hemadeit clear that the
alotment of doublebedroom
houses, provisionof drinking
water, electricity and other
basic amenities are the
responsibilities of the
government. He urged
Sabita Indra Reddy, the
minister elected from
Maheshwaram constituency
to ensurethat thepoor are

allotted double bed room
housesalongwithall basic
amenities.

R Gopal, statepresident,
ISCUF, inhispresidential
remarksstatedthat denial of
doublebed room housesto
the poor and attacksonthe
poor will not betolerated.
Hea soremindedthatinthe
past, many governmentlands
wereoccupied and erected
huts on those lands. Also
pressure was on the
government throughvarious
forms of struggleswhich
resultedintheconstruction
of puccahouses. Duetothe

negligence of the
government, many
Bhoodan, Wakf and

government landsarebeing
occupied by land sharks.
Such landsmust be seized
fromthemanddistributedto
the shelterless poorer
sections. Peopleshouldalso
bring pressure on the
governmentthroughvarious
united massive forms of
struggles.

GOl’stardy approach to data has | eft gaps that states are trying to

ket the Others Say...

Data anarchy

The Bihar government has released thefirst cut of theresultsonits
castesurvey —even asthe Supreme Courtishearing petitionerschallenging
the legality of the exercise. In August, the Patna high court upheld the
Bihar government’sright to carry out thissurvey. L eaving asidethelegal
challenge, the survey and announcement of theresultsare an unfortunate
development. Thisisthe wrong way to address challenges related to
governance.

Let’s unpack the issue. Bihar’s caste survey has been presented to
the state assembly and the judiciary asan attempt to collate dataneeded
to frame welfare packages. ‘ Development with justice’ is how it was
portrayedinthestate assembly. Inthisrespect, Bihar isnot an exception.
Neighbouring Odishathis year kicked off a survey on the social and
educational statusof backward classes. Thistrendisalmost sureto spread
as election season approaches.

While state governments represent the exercise as a step towards
evidence-based policy, it’simportant to keep in mind that caste continues
tobethebuildingblock of electoral coalitionsacrossindia. Theseexercises
will alwaysbepolitically coloured.

Drill deeper tolook for acommon thread binding the clamour for caste-
based data across Indiaand it leads to the data void on economic and
social indicators that’s been building up over the last few years. The
Bihar survey results said the state’s population isabout 130 million —
it was 104 million according to Census 2011. Shouldn’t we have got a
more accurate number on the state’s population from Census 2021 and
not asurvey? Theindefinitedelay in anational censushascomeonthe
heelsof other gapsinthegovernment of India’sdatabase. For example,
we haven’t been given a consumption expenditure survey for over a
decade, which undermines other important data.

fill through crude measures that are tinged by political motives. For
sure, effective governance needs to be based on empirical evidence.
Thusfar, that evidencewas provided by the overarching national level
data put out by GOI, which was then supplemented by states looking
for datato meet specific needs. Inthe absence of timely national data,
weare quickly descending into aphase of disaggregated datacollection
that will lead to more problemsthan solutions.

Courtesy: The Times of India

Tread cautiously on the age of consent

Canthelaw strikeafair and judicious balance between protecting
children from sexual exploitation and abuse, and their right to not be
criminalised for consensual rel ationshipsthat are normal for adol escents?
Thiswasthequestioninfront of the 22nd L aw Commission that submitted
itsreport to the Union law ministry last week. Initsreport, the panel
headed by former Karnatakahigh court chief justice Ritu Raj Awasthi
favoured a careful approach, eschewing more radical suggestions to
lower theage of consent acrosstheboard, or carveout elaborateexceptions
for people between 16 and 18.

The Commission was clear that any lowering of the age of consent
could create a cascading stream of legal consequences and ultimately
hurt the fight against menaces such as child sexual abuse, marriage
and exploitation. Therefore, it recommended allowing judges more
discretion in sentencing, diluting the mandatory minimum provisions
baked into the Protection of Children Against Sexual OffencesAct.

Thisisawelcomefirst step. But any movetowardsjudicial discretion
insentencing will need to be monitored with robust oversight to ensure
that innocent adol escentsare not being criminalised. Research has shown
that asignificant chunk of casesunder Pocso arefiled by familiesand
the police against consensual relationshipsthat parentsdon’t approve
of. To prevent this subversion of the 2012 law, the Law Commission’s
suggested measure will need to be bolstered by adequate focus on
implementation and ashift in both prosecutorial and judicial mindsets.

Courtesy: Hindustan Times
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Drastic Policy Changesto EnsureHealthfor All

Thedeclarationonheslth
at the G20 summit has
highlighted several
objectives. Theseinclude
food security, pandemic
preparedness; equitable
access to vaccines,
therapeutics, diagnostics,
and other medical counter-
measures. Concern was
shown for growing
Antimicrobial Resistance
(AMR), mental health
problemsand theimpact of
climatechangeonhealth. The
declaration also gives
importancetothepotential
role of evidence-based
traditional and
complementary medicine.
Thesummit took up serious
debate over theincreasing
useof narcoticsaroundthe
world. Inthisbackground,
thedeclarationemphasized
that to achievebetter health
of the citizens the global
health architectureistobe
strengthened.

Sincenutritionisthebasic
requirementfor health,itis
important togaugethestatus
of nutritionaroundtheworld
andinour country. Asmany
as828 million peoplewere
undernourished in 2021
globally. Poverty, inequality,
inadequate governance,
poor infrastructure, andlow
agricultural productivity
contributeto chronichunger
and vulnerability. South of
the Sahara in Africa and
SouthAsiaaretheregions
withthehighesthunger levels
and aremost vulnerableto
futureshocksand crises.

AccordingtoBhavani R
V in The Hindu dated
January 1, 2023, the UN
Food and Agriculture
Organisation’s (FAO)
reporton‘ Food Security and
nutritionintheworld’ puts
the number of people
undernourishedinIndiain
2019-21at 224.3millionthat
is16 per centof 1.4 billion
population. Indiais 107
among 121 countriesinthe
Global Hunger Index (GHI).

The countries which fall
below this are Sierra
L eone, Uganda, Djiboulti,
Congo Rep., Sudan,
Afghanistan, Zimbabwe,
Timor-leste, Haiti, Liberia,
Zambia, Madagascar,
Chad, Yemen Rep. and
Central AfricanRepublic.

The countries of the
global south need food
security for their citizens, but
under the neoliberal
economic policiesandthe
diktatsof theWorld Trade
Organisation(WTO), many
countrieshadtodismantle
programmes for food
security. Thishasadversely
affected nutritional statusof
the people. Situationisso
pathetic that in India800
millionpeoplewereprovided

e
e
¥

withfivekgof grainandone
kiloof cereals. Thismay fill
their stomach but lacksthe
micronutrientsessential for
physical and mental growth.
Equity inthesupply of
medi cines, vaccines and
other counter-measureshas
beenabigchallenge. Thebig
vaccine producing
companies exploited the
situation during Covid
pandemic. They evenforced
the small counties to
mortgagepropertiesof their
embassi esasaguaranteefor
thesupply of vaccines.

These vaccine making
companies made huge
profitsat thecost of human
needs. Pfizer madenearly 37
billiondollars(27 billion
pounds) in sales from its
Covid-19 vaccine in
2021—makingitoneof the

Dr Arun Mitra

most lucrativeproductsin
history. The US drug
maker’soverall revenuesin
2021 doubledto81.3billion
dollars, saysJuliaKollewe
inthearticlepublishedin
TheGuardian on February
8, 2022.

Thelndiangovernment’s
free-market approach to
vaccinedistributiontoohas
ensured profit to the
companiesover livesof the
people. AparnaGopalanin
anarticlein Thelntercept
published onJune19, 2021
haspointed out that for each
dose sold to private
hospitals, Serum made
profits of up to 2,000 per

cent andBharat Biotechup
to 4,000 per cent, what
might be considered as
“super profits’. Inindia, 38
new billionaireswereminted
in the first year of the
pandemic, while the
combined wealth of the
country’s140billionaires
went up by 90.4 per cent.

IntheG20thereisample
opportunity for India to
highlightthehealthproblems
facingthedevelopingworld
in general and Indiain
particular. Thisisalsotime
tosetthedirectionfor global
equity inhealth care.

As per the WHO there
were 6,943,390 deaths
globally till June 14, 2023.
Unofficial figurescouldbe
even higher. During the
pandemic, the problem of
unavailability of drugs,

equipment andvaccineshas
been very acute. Smaller
countries that lacked
resourcesand knowhow to
make vaccines or drugs
suffered themost.

Developing countries
whichhavesofar beenfaced
with pressure  of
communicablediseases, are
now feelingtheburdenof the
non-communicablediseases
aswell. Indiaishubtoboth
communicable and non-
communicable diseases.
According to Global TB
Report 2022 released by the
World Health Organisation
(WHO) therewere505000
deathsdueto Tuberculosis
inIndiain 2021 which
comesto 1,383 deathsper
day.

TheNon-Communicable
Diseases(NCDs) tooareat
alarming level in India.
Indian Council of Medical
Research’sIndia, Diabetes
(ICMR-INDIAB) study,
found preval enceof diabetes
among 11.4 per cent
population. Thenew study
publishedin TheLancet puts
the prevalence of
hypertension at 35.5 per
cent; general obesity at 39.5
per cent and dyslipidemia
(lipidimbalancewhichcan
causeheart diseases) at 81.2
per cent. Oneinevery three
Indianshashypertensionand
twoinfiveareobese.

Based ontheaboveitis
important to envisagethe
stepsrequiredtobringdown
thediseaseburden. Disease
prevention and control
programmes have to be
designed accordingly.

Itisimportanttodevelop
policiesforinclusivegrowth
which ensure jobs with
proper remuneration and
means of livelihood to
all. Purchasing capacity of
the people has to be
improved to meet the
nutritional requirements. To
utter dismay thegovernment
hasfixedfloor level wage
at Rs 178 per day or Rs

5,340 per monthinthewage
code bill approved by the
Unioncabinet. Tradeunions
havehowever demanded Rs
26,000astheminimumwage
toensurehealthy living.
To promoteequityitis
Importanttomakenecessary
changesintheWTO. The
Intellectual Property Rights
and the Patent Laws at
present benefit the big
companies. The issue
whether thedrugsshouldbe
patented hastobereviewed.
The founder of ORS, Dr
Dilip Mahalanabis never
patented hisproduct saying
that thisisfor public good
and not for making profits.
Will thecompaniesandthe
governmentsfollow suit?
Many publichealthexperts
agree that a temporary
waiver of theWorld Trade
Organization’s Trade-
Related Aspects of
Intellectual Property Rights,
or TRIPS, provision isa
necessary first steptoward
increasing vaccine
production and accessand
creatingamorecompetitive
pharmaceutical industry
worldwide. Drugpricing
policy hastobestreamlined
effectively to check
exorbitant profits.

WithAfricainductedinto
the G20 there is a good
chance to develop
communication between
India, Africa nations,
Argentina and Brazil to
forcefully takeupthematter
of bringing changesinthe
TRIPS. The developing
countriesshould exchange
thetechnical knowhow to
check mate the pressures
fromthedevel opedworld.
The clause of compulsory
licensngintheWTOshould
be used morefrequently.

Finance allocation to
healthinour country hasto
beincreased substantially.
It hasbeenhoveringaround
1.2 per cent of the GDP as
againgttheminimumrequired

On Page 06
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Bank Employees to Go on Strike
On Demand for Staff Recruitment

Banking is a very
important public utility
service, serving large
number of customers,
account holdersand general
banking public. After
nationalizationof Banksin
1969, bank brancheshave
been openedinall partsof
the country including in
remote rural villages.
Commensurate with this
branch expansion,
employees were being
recruited by the banks.

Butintherecent years,
while the number of
customersof thebankshas
increasedmanifold, whilethe
total volumeof businesshas
goneup enormously, while
theconsequent workloadon
theemployeeshasincreased
unbearably, there is no
adequaterecruitmentinthe
banks. Thevacanciesarising
out of retirements,
promotions, deaths, etc, are
notbeingfilledup.Additional
staff isnot being provided
inbranchesto copeupwith
theincreaseinbusiness.

Moreand moreschemes
of thegovernment arebeing
implemented through the
bank accounts. Inthename
of financial inclusion, more
than 50 croresof Jan Dhan
Yojanaaccountshavebeen
opened by public sector
banks.All thesealsoaddto

the workload on the
employeesinthebranches.

This acute shortage of
staff in the branches is
adversely affecting the
satisfactory customer
servicesand duetoreduced
staff or lack of adequate
staff, employeesareunable
to extend proper serviceto
the customers. This is
unwarrantedly resultingin
frictionandcomplaintsfrom
thecustomers.

There is a deliberate
attempt on the part of the
government and banksto
reduce the number of
workmen employees in
clerical and subordinate
cadre in the banks and to
increase the number of
supervisory staff. Theidea
isvery clear that they want
|lessnumber of workerswho
are governed by the
Industrial DisputesAct.

Similarlywed sofindthat
thereisanaked attempt to
outsourcetheregular and
permanent jobsinthebanks
oncontractual basiswitha
view to avoidthe payment
of wagesasper our bipartite
settlement. Becauseof this,
therecruitment of clerical
staff inthebankshascome
downdrastically year after
year andthereisavirtual ban
on appointment of
subordinate staff and

C H Venkatachalam

safaikaramchari employees.
Thishasresultedinlarge
number of persons being
employed ontemporary and
casual basiswithout proper
remuneration. Theddiberate
attempt to deny adequate
recruitmentinthebanksand
thusweakentheability of the
public sector banks to
effectively servethepeople
is also to subserve their
agendatoencourageprivate
sector banking and
privatisation of publicsector
banks.

Hence, All IndiaBank
EmployeesAssociationhas
decided and accordingly
giventhecall for agitational
programmewhichincludethe
followingstrikeactions:

December 4: All
IndiaStrikeinPNB, Punjab
& SindBank & SBI.

December 5: All
India Strike in Bank of

Barodaand Bank of India.

December 6: All
IndiaStrikein CanaraBank
and Central Bank of India.

December 7: All
IndiaStrikeinIndian Bank
and UCO Bank

December 8: All
IndiaStrikein Union Bank
of India and Bank of
M aharashtra.

December 11: All
IndiaStrikeinall private
banks.

January 2: Strike
by al employeesof al banks
in Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
AndhraPradesh, Telangana,
Karnataka, Puducherry,
Andaman & Nicobar,
L akshwadeep.

January 3: Strikeby
all employeesof al banksin
Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa,
Dadar, Daman, Diu.

January 4: Strike
by all employeesof all banks
inRajasthan, Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh.

January 5: Strike
by all employeesof al banks
inDelhi Punjab, Haryana, J
& K, Ladak, Uttarakhand,
Himachal Pradesh.

January 6: West
Bengal, Odisha, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Assam, Tripura,
Meghalaya, Manipur,
Nagaland, Mizoram,
Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim.

January 19 and

20: TwodayscontinuousAll
IndiaStrikeinall banks.

These agitational
programmeswould affect
thenormal bankingservices
on account of the strike
action. Banking publicis
requested to appreciatethat
our agitation is only to
demand and provide
adequate staff inthe bank
branches so that better
customer service can be
rendered by thestaff. Hence
weappeal tothe peopleat
largeand banking publicin
particular to extend their
support to our demand and
agitation.

Alarming Rise in Hatred and
Violence against Minorities: CPI

Drastic Policy Changes...

From Page 05

of six. AllocationtoR& D inhealth hastobeincreased.

Thereisneedtorevivethemanufactureof drugs, vaccines
and medi cal equipment inthepublicsector soasto produce
themat lower cost with quality control.

Health education of the peopleon scientific grounds
isimportant sothat they donotfall prey totheunscientific,
non-evidence based treatment modalitiesliketheuse of
Gau Mutra(Cow Urine) or Cow Dung.

Toensureequitablehealth servicesitisimportant to
takeboldinitiatives. State should owntheresponsibility
of healthcaretoitscitizens. Insurance based healthcare
benefitsonly theinsurancecompanies. Senior citizensare
worst affectedinsuch casesasthey areunableto pay hefty

premiums.

Indiacan play abigroleif our approachisnot limited
tomereelectoral gimmickry. Timeonly will tell whether
thelndiangovernment standsuptoitscommitment. The
civil society however should continueto put pressure.
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Communist Party of Indianational
Council Secretary Binoy Viswamwrote
thefollowingletter on September 28,
2023toUnion homeminister Amit Shah
on continuinglynching:

| writetoyou about anincident that
has caused pain and anguish to the
democratically minded and secular
peopleof thecountry.Afruit vendor’s
disabled young son wascr uelly beaten
todeathin North East Delhi’sSunder
Nagri. The perpetrators also
shamelessly recorded theincident on
camera. It wastold that thementally
ill boy from the Muslim community
stole‘prasad’ from astall near atemple
and could not provideanswer swhen
confronted by attackers. Asaresult,
hewastied toapolewith asaffron cloth
and wasbeaten mer cilessly with fists,
kicksand stickstill he passed away.

Thisheinousincident of lynching
hasagain brought toforetheextreme
poisoningof our society with communal
venom. People from the minority
community aredemonised tosuch an
extentin publicdiscour sethat law-and-

order and thefoundational values of
ours Republic are in shred. Our
Republic was based on the values of
secularism and fraternity but the
atmosphereisnow full of hatred and
divisionsresultingin such abominable
incidents. Theseunfortunateincidents
arenot oneoff butin achain of events
with misinformation, communally
charged propagandaand divisionsas
constituents.

Inthisbackground of alarmingrise
in hatred and violence against
minorities, | urge you to take this
incident very seriously astheoutcome
of extremecommunalisation of society
for political gains. Thelaw and order
administration of Delhiisdirectly under
your chargeanditsdeteriorationtosuch
an extent should beacauseof concern
for everyone. Thekin of thevictim of
this hate crime should get generous
compensation and per petrator sshould
bebroughttojusticeunder stringent
provisionsof law.

| hope this shocking incident will
find your immediateattention.
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LDF’s Kudumbashree Brings 46
Lakh Women Back to Schools

Iready the L eft

A Front
Democratic

(LDF) rulesKeralastatethe
highestliteracy rateinindia
at 94 per cent. The
government has come up
another campaign related
withtheeducationof women
inthestate. A new campaign
islaunched withtheaim of
strengtheningthethree-tier
structureof Kudumbashree
andfor equippingthewomen
totakeupnovel venturesin
tunewiththechangingtimes.

Aspartof anewinitiative
by Kudumbashreepoverty
eradication and women
empowerment mission of
Kerala, asmany as46lakh
Kudumbashree women,
eventhoseintheir seventies,
came back to school as
‘students’.

Kudumbashree has
unveiled the ‘Thirike
Schoolil’ (Back to School)
campaign, marking the
largesttraining programme
initshistory. Thecampaign
was inaugurated by MB
Raesh, Minister of theLocal
Self Government
Department, Government of
Kerala, at KB Menon
Memoria Higher Secondary
School in Thrithala,
Palakkad, on October 1,
2023 according to astate
government report.

Thecampaignwill bring
46 lakh Kudumbashree
members  back to
classroomsonholidaysuntil
10 December 2023. The
campaignislaunchedwith
theaimof strengtheningthe
three-tier structure of
Kudumbashree and for
equippingthewomentotake
up novel venturesintune
withthechangingtimes.

On the inaugural day
alone, approximately four
lakh  Neighbourhood
Groups (NHG) members
actively participated across
thestate.

Aspart of thecampaign
being conducted in
collaboration with the
General Education
Department, the NHG
membersarecomingtothe
schoolsunder therespective
CDSs during available
holidaysfrom October 1to
December 10, 2023,togain
knowledge on various
subjects.

Over 2,000 schoolsin
the state have been
sanctioned for the
campaign.The campaign
activities have been
designed in away that is
reminiscent of the school
days, with classesrunning
from 9.30 am to 4.30 pm.

TheAssembly isfrom9.30
am to 9.45 am.
Kudumbashree’'s Mudra
Geetham (Anthem) will be
sung duringtheAssembly.

Thelessontopicsinclude
Organisational Strength
Experience Lessons,
Vibrancy of NHG isin
M athematics, Community-
LifeSecurity Our Happiness,
Livelihood-IdeasProjects
andDigital Age.

Moreover, therewill be
a 10-member team of
Resource Personsin each
district whichincludestwo
Kudumbashree Training
team members, two
Auxiliary Group members,
two Micro Enterprise
Consultants, District

Programme Manager in
charge of Organizational
Strengthening, Assistant
District Mission
Coordinator and 2 Gender
team members. Thereare
Resource Persons in the
Block level aswell asinthe
CDSlevel.

Ad-hocdisplacement of
teachersat DU

Silence of the DUTA
President onthe matterisa
betrayal! ApoorvanandJha,
thehigher educationteacher
inDelhi University saidthat
ad hocteacherswerebeing
sacked “mainly to appoint
RSSpeople’. Hisallegation
wasthat itisbeing doneon
therecommendationsof the

RSS  office, RSS
functionaries and RSS
channelsliketheNational
Democratic Teachers Front
(NDTF).The academic
credentials of the people
being appointed aresuspect.
Thecontributionsmadeby
theexisting (sacked) faculty
membersarebeingignored.”

He added: “The
university andthecolleges
must explain how people
who had servedfor fiveor
ten years were suddenly
found unsuitable. A
generation of studentswill
suffer because of such
(questionable)
appointments. InJawaharla
NehruUniversity, they have
appointed such people.

Nowthey aredoingitinDU
colleges.” Thedisplacement
of ad-hocteachersatDU s
resulting in*an attack on
public education” say the
displaced teachers.

Delhi University’s(DU)
Indraprastha(1P) College
sackedfivead-hocfaculty
members  yesterday,
October 1, from the
Sociology Department, and
replaced them with
permanent faculty, allegedly
withfewer qualificationsand
belonging to a certain
ideology. Whileseverd news
reportshavehighlightedthe
ideology angle, thedisplaced
faculty membersmentionthat
thedebateoverideology is

cloudingover alargerissue
— thedisplacement of ad-
hocteachersat DU, resulting
in “an attack on public
education”.

“Itisnot about ideol ogy.
It is about academia,
credibility, education,
training, and exposure. Itis
aboutthestudents,” saysone
of the displaced faculty
members, onthecondition
of anonymity, whilespeaking
toEdexLive.Accordingto
thestudentsandfaculty, the
displacedteacherswerethe
founding members of the
Sociology Department at | P
College, which started in
2017. It was functioning
withthefivesackedteachers
till date. “Wehavegivenour

STUDY &

STRUGGLE

blood and sweat toraisethe
department to its present
level. IPCollegeisoneof the
most reputed colleges at
DU, anditsecuredtheeighth
positionamongthetopten
colleges, basedontheresults
of the last semester,” the
teacher said.

As such, the faculty
membersquestion, “ How
arethenew recruitsbetter
than us, it iswe who’ve
contributed to thegrowth
and development of the
Sociology department?”
They also allegethat some
of thenew recruitsarefresh
Master’ sstudentswithlittle
tonoexperience, whilethey
arePhD holderswith many
yearsof teaching experience.
“1f wearebeing displaced,
the ones recruited in our
place should have better
qualifications, butitisnot
so,” thefaculty says.

Another concern of the
displaced faculty members
isstudents’ education.“Itis
inthemiddleof asemester
that the replacement of
faculty isbeingmade. The
National Education Policy
(NEP) has also been
introduced thisyear. Itis
difficultfor thestudentsto
adapttothesechanges,” the
teacher explains.

According to the
teachers, ad-hoc
displacements have been
goingonat DU over thepast
few months, after the
recruitment drive began.
Beforel P College, ad-hoc
faculty at Satyawati,
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Women’s Reservation Bill

Whileintroducing*“ The
Narishakti Vandan
Adhiniyam” inthefirst-ever
sessionof Parliamentinthe
new Parliament buildingon
September 19, 2023, Prime
Minister declaredthat hehad
been ordained to perform
certaindutiesthat aresacred,
imperative. Our Prime
Ministerinaway promoted
himself asaprophet! Butthe
initial stepsfor thishill were
already in public domain
when it was brought for
discussionintheinternational
arenabackin 1975.

The United Nations
declared 1975 as
International Women'sYear
withanaiming aspiration of
the beginning of an
international efforttorectify
the wrongs of history. In
countriesaroundtheworld,
the status of women began
to bedocumented.

In our country also, a
Status Committee was
formedunder theleadership
of Dr. Phulrenu Guha. All
| eading stakehol dersof our
country in the women’s
movement,includingNFIW,
AIDWA, MahilaDakshata
Samity, Centrefor Women’
Development Studies, Young
Women’s Christian
Association, Joint \WWomen's
Programme, expressedtheir
viewsagainstreservationfor
women in election. The
statuscommitteefurnished
itsreporttitledas” Towards
Equality”.

In consecutive four
International Women
Conventions during the
decade of 1975-1995,
declaration against the
inequality sufferedbywomen
—CEDAW wasadopted. In
the4™ International Women
Conventionthat took place
inBeijingin1995, decisions
takeninthe3International
Women Convention, that had
taken place in Nairobi in
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1985 and CEDAW were
reviewedanddeclarationon
furthering the issue of
development of womento
EMPOWERMENT was
adopted.

Thewomenreservation
system in Panchayat and
Municipa electionsinindia
was appreciated in the
Beijingconventionandinthe
programmedecidedinthe
conventionitwassaidthat
such reservation system
shouldbeimplementedinthe
legislaturesof all countries.
Amidst suchdevelopments
intheinternational arena
women organi sationsinour
country expected fromthe
political partiesthat more
and morewomenwouldbe
nominated as candidates
causing a remarkable
increaseintheparticipation
of womeninthelegidatures.

However, after adecade
of submission of remarks
against reservationtothe
Status Committee, women
organisations came to
witnessascenariothat was
just opposite. Therate of
participationof womenMPs
intheL ok Sabhaduringthe
decade was: 1977 — four
percent, 1980 - five
percent, 1984 — eight
percent, 1989 —six percent,
1991 —seven percent, 1996
—seven percent.

Reflection of thisgrim
situation became evident
witharesolutionfor one-
third seat reservation for
womeninparliamentary and
assembly electionsmoved
by Comrade Geeta
Mukherjee, a leader of
NFIW, in the Patna Party
Congressof CPI in 1986.
Theresolutionwasadopted
intheParty Congress. By
this time increasing
participationandleadership
of womeninthePanchayat
Electionscameasaray of
hope. Inthe 11" L ok Sabha,

UPA government was
formed with the support of
theleft partiesand CPI was
a part of the central
government. In such a
situation, following the
declarationof reservationfor
women in the Beijing
Convention, CPI leader and
MP, Comrade Geeta
Mukherjeeplaced aprivate
bill in the Lok Sabha
demanding 33 percent
reservationfor women.

Thesamebill, withthe
honour of 81% Constitution
AmendmentBill,wasplaced
by the Devegowda
governmentintheL ok Sabha
on September 12, 1996.
Therest is the history of
struggleforlongyears. A
Joint Select Committee
comprising31memberswith
Comrade GeetaM ukherjee
as Chairperson was
announcedforthebill. Within
seven days of such
announcement, Comrade
GeetaM ukherjeeorganised
ameeting of thecommittee
andissued notificationfor
opinionsonthebill.

Altogether 102
memorandaweresubmitted
to the committee for and
against the bill. The

committeemetandcollected
opinions from various
organisations, women
organisationsand political
parties. Thousands of
appeals in favour of
implementing the bill
reached the committee.
Womenfromall quarters—
students, housewives,
service holders—sent
postcardswritteninblood
withthetext, “Inthisletter
writtenwithmy blood | am

demanding that the bill
should bepassedinthenext
session.

While mentioning all
thoseletters, Geetadi used
toturnemotional saying“In
my longyearsof experience
in women’s movement, |
had never seensuchthings.
Lakhs of mass appeals
asking for immediate
enactment of thebill were
submittedtothe Committee
by women organisations.
When the time for
submission came, the Joint
Select Committeesubmitted
and brought thebill tothe
notice of thegovernment.
Butduetostrongopposition
frompolitical parties, thebill
remained suppressed. From
November, 1996 to 1997,

ShyamasreeDas

even ontheday when | K
Gujral ledgovernmentfell,
womenfromall statesof our
country had  been
continuoudy demongtrating,
demanding ontheroadsof
Delhi  for Women
Reservation Bill under
leadership of women
organisations.

NDA governmenttriedto
placethebill intheParliament
thrice in 1999, 2002 and
2003. UPA-1government
placed the bill at Rajya
Sabhaon May 6, 2008 and
thenthebill wassenttothe
Parliamentary Standing
CommitteeonMay 9, 2008.
The Standing Committee
submitted report on
December 17, 2008. After
approval from Central
CabinetinFebruary 2010,
thebill wasacceptedinthe
Rajya Sabha by the UPA
government withamajority
of 186 — 1 on March 9,
2010.

However, thebill wasnot
even placed in the Lok
Sabha for the sake of so-
called“lack of consensuses’
and thuswasnot discussed
atal thereintheL ok Sabha.
On September 18, 2023 the
bill wassuddenly approved
by the cabinet of Modi
Government after the
demand of theoppositionin
theall-party meeting.

Our questioniswhy the
titleof thebill waschanged
to “Narishakti Vandan
Adhiniyam”?

Our demands are the
following:

(1) Stop deceiving
women under the cover of
worship asgoddess. Weas
human beingswant to seat
together withall intherow
asrepresentatives. Thuswe
arestrongly opposingtheuse
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and Com Geeta Mukher_]ee

of theword—‘Bandana’.

(2) Clauseb5of thebill
statesthat the bill will be
implemented after the
delimitation of seatsinthe
L ok Sabha, whichmeansthe
bill remainsinlimbo. Itwill
taketill 2029toreconfigure
the seats. Sowhat wasthe
need for this “political
gimmick”?1sn’ttheaim of
BJPjusttotry tocheat the
people on the verge of
upcoming Parliamentary
electionsin2024?

(3) Whyisthebill silent
regarding reservationsfor
RajyaSabhaandLegidative
Council? What about the
participation of women
there?

(4) Thebill mentionsthe
National Capital Region of
Delhi. But other Union
Territories are not
mentioned. Thenwill there
benoreservationforwomen
intheUnionterritories?

(5) How will seatsfor
womenbereservedinstates
that havethreeorlessL ok
Sabha seats? There is no
mention of thematterinthe
bill.

But Comrade Geeta
Mukherjee, duringher tenure
asthe Chairperson of the
Select Committeein 1996,
submitted a report to the
Government of Indiawith
specificrecommendations
onall thesequestions. Now
weseeeveryoneraisingthe
demandfor reservation of
seatsfor OBCs.

Comrade Geeta
Mukherjee has given the
answer toall of theseissues.
Shesaidthat only SCs, STs
andBCswill besavedif they
arereservedintheoriginal
electoral system. Why itwas
not preserved in the
legislaturewhentherewas
a movement on the
recommendations of the
Mandal Commission?Why

wastheclaimnot raised at
that time?Everythingisjust
an excuse. It isonly a
strategy to block the scope
of empowerment of women
by muddyingthewater.

Today after 27 yearsthe
bill has been passed.
Comrade Geeta
Mukherjee’ sapprehension
wasthat thebill throughfew
inclusion/exclusion and
discussionshouldhadtobe
passed anyway. Otherwise,
womenwouldnever beable
toreachtothelegislature.
During that time, Geetadi
managed to convince the
Devegowdagovernment to
allow upto25%reservation.
But the bill could not be
passed due to the non-
cooperation of some
left-wing women’s
organizations during the
discussiononthishill.

That’s why Geetadi
feared that women’s
empowermentwouldbetoo
late. Thepriceof that day’s
indiscretion was to be
counted for 27 years.
Geetadi’ swish of that day
has been fulfilled on 20t

organisngmovementaround
all the provincesto form
publicopinioninfavour of
thebill, discussingwithall
political parties,
organisations, eminent
personsand recommending
correctionof theerrorsinthe
bill andaboveall her rational
sharp responses to the
various excuses made
againstwomen (problemsin
attending |l egislatureaway
from home, women are

extreme  opposition,
Comrade GeetaM ukherjee
wasaskedtojointheCentral
GovernmentasMinister for
Women and Children
Welfarewhichshergjected.
Geetadi’seffortstofightfor
gender equality will be
inextricably linkedwiththe
Women'sReservationBill.

NFIW has continued
strugglefor thisbill with
demonstration, signature
campaign. Recently awrit

September 2023. We, on
behalf of NFIW, Paschim
Banga Mahila Samity
(PBMS) thank all of youfor
passing the Women’'s
Reservation Bill in
Parliament. History will
definitely remember Geetadi
for preparation of thisbill,

unsuitable with the
competence of the
legislature, their

participationinthestruggle
forwomen’srightswill be
reduced). Aboveall, when
theDevegowdagovernment
wasnot abletobringthebill
in the Lok Sabha due to

petition was filed in the
Supreme Court on the
Women’sReservation Bill
andthe Supreme Court sent
noticetoall political parties.
Such effortsof NFIW will
definitely gointotheannals
of history whenever the
reservationof womenissue

would be raised. On
September 5, 2023, abench
headed by Supreme Court
Justice Sanjeev Khanna
guestioned the central
government about its
reluctancetofileitsresponse
astowhyitisnotintroducing
the bill inthe Lok Sabha.
Therewouldalwaysbedive
the reflection of all these
hurdlesinthepassing of the
bill.

Although the central
government itself forgot
ComradeGeetaM ukherjee,
many M Psincluding those
fromDMK, NCPmentioned
Geetadi intheir discussion
onthebillinLok Sabha. The
truth cannot be kept secret
forlong.

Thatiswhy theTrinamaool
CongressandtheBJPalso
hadtorecall thepioneering
contribution of Comrade
GeetaMukherjeeinrelation
tothisbill inthediscussion
beforethebill was passed
intheL ok Sabha. Onbehalf
of the NFIW and
Paschimbanga Mahila
Samity, we salute all the
individual s, organizations
and M Pswhofoughtforthis
bill.

Long live Comrade
Geeta Mukherjee!
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Fight against Communalisation...

From Front Page

The address of Gauhar
Razawasfilled with poems
critiquingthefascist regime.
He also spoke about the
dangers of National
EducationPolicy 2020, divide
and rule politics, rampant
price  hikes, rising
unemployment problems,
communal, caste violence,
and state-sponsored violence
in Manipur and other parts
of the country. All the
speakersin their addresses
urged the delegatesto fight
against the BJP government.

Fraternal delegatesfrom
foreign countriesal sogreeted
the delegates. They spoke
about the importance of
solidarity and
internationalism. Mangala
Madduma from
Revolutionary Students
Union of Sri Lanka, Arati
Lama, president of All Nepal
National Free Students
Union, Binay Shah, |eader of
Nepal Youth Federationand
vice president of World
Federation of Democratic
Youth, Smriti Baral, standing
committee member and
foreign department head of
ANNFSU and Deepak Shil,
president of Bangladesh
Student Union greeted the
delegatesand expressed the
message of fraternity and
internationalism.

Arati Lamaof ANNFSU
said that individuals may
comeand go but theideology
remainsimmortal . Asstudent
organizationsthat believein
scientific socialism and
internationalism AISF and
ANNFSU should carry on
the struggle. Mangala

Y |
| = &
{

]

1%

New Age Weekly

I~ T % ' ""“ 2l S

Madduma talked about the
onslaught of imperialismin
Sri Lankaand theimportance
of anti-imperial strugglein
the present context. All the
foreign delegates were
felicitated and givenatoken
of gratitude and solidarity.
Thefraternal delegatesfrom
Nepal gifted the national
council caps with the flags
of AISF and ANNFSU
imprinted on them.

Theannouncement of the
steering committee, the
election of the presidium,
resolution committee,
minutes’ committee, and
credential committee
succeeded after the
addressesand felicitations.
The political and
organizational report was
presented by AlSF general
secretary Vicky Mahesari.
I'n his speech, he reminded
the relevance of the
conferenceinthecontext of
upcoming general elections
and urged the delegates to
critically examinethereports
and engage in fruitful
discussions and debates.
AISF national executive
member Viraaj Devang
presented the Report onthe
Status of Education and
People’s  Policy  of
Education.

A document of People’s
Policy of Education prepared
jointly by AISFandAll India
Forumfor Rightto Education
(AIFRTE) was presented
and distributed among the
delegates.

After the presentation of
the draft political and
organizational report, the
delegatesdiscussed in detail

thedraft report. Theevening
session was completely
dedicated to cultural
programmes. Artists from
variouspartsof Bihar came
for the evening session and
displayedavariety of artsand
dance performances.

The third day of the
conference began with a
discussion of the reports.
Designated delegates from
each state presented the
stateunits' views, criticisms,
and suggestions on the
political and organizational
reports.

This was followed by
greetingsby theleadersand
representatives of other
youth and student
organi zations, who conveyed
revolutionary greetingsand
solidarity. All India Youth
Federation (AlYF) general
secretary R Thirumalai, SF
general secretary Mayukh
Biswas, AISA Bihar state
secretary Sabir Kumar,
AIDSO general secretary
Saurav Ghosh, and PSU
general secretary Nowfal Md
Safiulla were present to
extend greetings to their
respectiveorganizations.All
of them focused on the
importanceof broad|eft unity
and the need for a joint
struggle against NEP 2020.
MayukhBiswassaidthat like
thelyricof afamousfilmsong
“teri jeet, meri jeet, terihaar,
meri haar” thefailureof any
organization among the L eft
isthefailure of all of us.

In hisinspiring address,
AlYF general secretary R
Thirumalai highlighted onthe
problem of unemployment.
Hesaid that NarendraM odi

X
I

Panda addressing

had promised two crore
employment opportunities
annually inhis2014 general
el ectionmandate. But hehas
not kept his promise and
unemployment rosetoahigh
level. A strong student and
youth movement should be
launched to defeat the BJP
government.

A seminar was held
around NEP-2020 and its
impact inthe second hal f of
theday. PB Prince Gajendra
Babu, an eminent
educationist and CPI leader
from Tamil Nadu and
Shathrugnan Prasad Singh
werethe speakers. Gajendra
Babu spoke about how
capitalismisruiningthelives
of human beings. Helectured
immensely on the existing
education systemwhich has
been morbid dueto capitalist
and communal policy. His
speech focused ontheissue
of social justiceand reminded
the participants about the
need to safeguard the very
idea and tools of social
justice. He related it with
educationand how NEP2020
will pave the way for
uprooting social justiceand
catering to inequalities.
Shathrugnan Prasad Singh
also came down heavily on
NEP 2020. He al so focused
ontheimportance of theanti-
fasci st struggle and the need
to defeat the BJP in the
upcoming elections.

Thepolitical, educational,
and organizational
commissions were
constituted after theseminar.
Onthefinal day on October
1, the discussions of
commissions were held
thoroughly. Thesuggestions

Pl national council s
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ecretary Rama Krushna
the public meeting

provided by thedelegatesin

the discussions were
collected by the respective
conveners and leaders and
presented inthecommission
report.

General secretary Vicky
Mahesari gavebrief answers
and appreciation to the
discussionsheld onthedraft
reports. The report was
adopted unanimously by the
conferenceincorporatingthe
suggestions.

Two amendments were
made to the constitution of
AISF. Theamendmentsare
asfollows:

BOneshould beabovethe
ageof 12 and below the age
of 35tobeamember of AISF.

BOneshouldbebel ow the
age of 35to be amember of
thenational council of AISF.

Credential report and
resolutionreport wereplaced
by therespective conveners.

A new national council of
81 members was el ected
unanimously in the
conference.

Dinesh Seerangaraj was
elected by the council asthe
general secretary. Vicky
Mahesari wasel ected asthe
president of the national
council. Viraaj Devangwas
elected as treasurer.

SanghamitraJena, Ashok
Stalin and Mahesh Kunjam
were elected as vice
presidents. SivaReddy, Amin
Hamza and P Kabeer were
elected as secretaries.

The newly formed
national council felicitatedthe
outgoing national council,
office bearers and the
reception committee
members.
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Janasevadal Must Defend Secularism, Democracy: CPI

Communist Party of India
national council secretary Dr
K Narayana said that
Janasevadal volunteers
shouldrelentlessly defend
secularismand democracy
inthecountry. AsArmyis
defendingthecountry from
enemies, Janasevadal

volunteersshouldwork as
red army to protect the
peopleandthecountry from
communal forces, headded.

He was addressing the
concluding session of 10
daysall IndiaJanasevadal
camp at Khammam of
Telanganastate. Janasevada
volunteers(in-charges) from
different statesparticipated
in the training camp. On
thisoccasion Dr K
Narayana, Kunamneni
SambasivaRao, Telangana
CPI statecouncil secretary,
CPI, BhagamHemanth Rao,
party state secretariat
member and Potu Prasad,
party Khammam district
secretary, received salute
from the Janasevadal
volunteers who got the
training.

Dr K Narayana, in his
address stated that
communal forcesaretrying
todismantledemocracy and
secularisminthecountry.
They aremaking repeated
attemptstoincludeseveral
clauses which serve the
interestsof communal forces
and corporates. In this
background Janasevadal
volunteers have to strive
hardtoservetheinterestsof
people in general and
downtroddenin particular.

Janasevadal conceptwas
thebrainchild of late Com
ChandraRajeshweraRao,
which is a paramilitary
organisationto protect the
communist party and poorer
sections. Therearetwosides
of attack on communists.
Oneisthrough government
of BJPonguidelinesof RSS.
Another is from RSS on
people through various
organisations. On the
occasion of i nauguration of
centenary celebrations of

foundationof CPI, onelakh
redshirt volunteers
(Janasevadal) paradewill be
heldthrough streetsof Del hi
on December 26, 2024. He
appeal edtothe Janasevadal
volunteers to defend the
democraticrightsandwork
in support of people’s
movements.

DrK Narayanarecalled
that in the period of
Telanganaarmed struggle,

. A
s P

addressing stated that
society canbechanged only
by the youth. Half of the

T I |

Change in the attitude of
ruling classeswill comeonly
through struggles. Youth

CPI national council secretary Dr K Narayana at Janasewadal camp

communists have fought
against excesses of land
lordsand redistributed 10
lakhsacresof land. RSSis
preachingfor prevailing of
sanathana dharma. That
meansvarnashramadharma
should prevail and lower
castesbe servantsof upper
castes. We have to fight
against the obscurantist
fundamentalists. In order
defend secularism,
democracy and constitution
of thiscountry wehaveto
protect communist party and
people smovementsaswell.
Hencewehavetobuildup
aonelakhstrongarmy. Party
hasal sodecidedtoorganise
such campsin every state
and districts in the near
future. Apply yourmindand
try tomakesuccessonelakh
red army parade through
streetsof Delhi onDecember
25,2024 aspart of year-long
celebrations.

Kunamneni Sambasiva
Rao, CPI Telanganastate
council secretary, while

population of youthisin
disgust as there are no
employment potentialities.

have to build up strong
movement for employment
potentialities and job

Janasewadal volunteers

AR

i

opportunities. He also
assertedthat Janasevadal
is just like army of
communist party.

Onthisoccasionleaders
handed over certificatesto
trained Janasevadal
volunteers. Theprogramme
was attended by Dandi
Suresh, party district
assi stant secretary, Mohd
Moulana, party statecontrol
commissionmember, Narla

' Venkateshwer’s Rao,

Mekala Srinivas, Mohd

| Salam, Siddineni Karuna

Kumar, Ravi Shiva
Ramakrishna, Thota
Ramanjaneyulu, Nanabala
Ramakrishna, Itikyala
Ramakrishna, and Shravan.

— Ram Narsimha Rao

Manufacturingat Five-month
L ow in Sept: Survey

India’'s manufacturing
activity in September grew
at theslowest paceinfive
months after new factory
orderssoftened fromtheir
high in August, a private
survey said.

Thepurchasngmanagers
index (PMI) fell to57.5in
September, compared with
at 58.6 inAugust, 57.7in
July, 57.8inJuneand 58.7
inMay, accordingto S& P
Global. A figure of 50
separatesexpansionfrom
contraction.

“Growth of new export
orders softened from
August’snine-month high,
but remained sharp,” the
survey said.

“ September datashowed
alet-upintherecent surge

in costs faced by Indian
goodsproducers,” it said,
asinflationrecededtoits
lowest inover threeyears
duringthemonth.

S& P said that despite
softening of new orders,
Indian firms noted new
businessgainsfromclients
in Asia, Europe, North
America and the Middle
East.

“India’ smanufacturing
industry showed mildsigns
of a slowdown in
September, primarily dueto
a softer increase in new
orders which tempered
production growth,” said
Pollyanna De Lima,
economicsassociatedirector
at S& P Global Market
Intelligence.

“Manufacturershelda
strongly positiveoutlook for
production, asthey expect
demandto strengthen over
thecourseof thecoming 12
months,” shesaid, adding
that upbeat forecasts, which
includes initiatives to
replenishinput stocksand
continued job creation
efforts, pointed Indian
manufacturing towards a
favourabletrajectory.

TheS& Psurvey pointed
out that driven by higher
labour costs and demand
strength, average prices
charged by Indian
manufacturers during
September rose at asolid
andfaster ratethanprevious
months.
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Bihar Caste Census

Bihar Caste Census
Report rel eased on October
2, 2023 has exposed the
weaknessesof theBJP'sso
called social engineering.
Caste Dynamicsfromnow
onward may changeBJP’s
political prospectsinBihar,
andislikelytoescalatein
other states too with the
demand of morereservation
for OBCs,ingovernanceand
inpolitics.

Now thecastecensushas
put the popul ation of OBCs
at 63.1 per cent out of them
BCs27.1percentareOBCs
and 36 per cent are EBCs.
Peopleingeneral categories
are15.5per cent, Scheduled
Tribes 1.7 per cent and
Scheduled Castes 19.7 per
cent. Obviously, OBCswill
be demanding more
reservation and political
spaceinthestatesincethey
have more populationthan
any other communitiesbut
are suffering from social
injustices with less
reservation and spacethan
they deserve.

To understand the
political spacefor all the
communitieswejust needto
seethepopulationof various
communities — Yadav,

Kushwaha, Kurmi, and
BaniaformtheBackward
ClassesinBihar. Yadav are
14.26 per cent, Kushwaha
4.21 per cent, Kurmi 2.87
per cent,and Bania2.31 per
cent.

All thesecommunities
haveoccupiedmorepolitical
spacethan the Extremely
Backward Classes in the
statewhichareKevart 0.2
per cent, Kevat 0.71 per
cent, Mallah 2.6 per cent,
Teli 2.81 per cent, Nai 1.59
per cent, Dhanuk, 2.13 per
cent, Gangota0.4 per cent,
Chandravanshi (Kahar) 1.64
per cent, Noni 1.91 per cent,
Prajapati (Kumhar) 1.40 per
cent, Badhai 1.45 per cent,
andBind0.98 per cent. Each
of the community will
demand for their rightful
political space in every
political party.

Many of these EBC
communities had been
alignedchiefly withtheBJP
inthenameof Hindu, while
they have not been given
their proper political
representation withinthe
party. Thesecommunities
had been feeling neglected
by even JD(U) and RJD,
whohadlarger support base
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Dr Gyan Pathak

among thefour Backward
Classess. Yadavas were
dominantly withRJD while
and Kushwaha, Kurmi, and
BaniaarelargdywithdD(U).
A largesectionof Kushwaha
wasalignedwithNDA with
its leader Upendra
Kushwaha.

Within Scheduled Caste
— Chamar, Mochi, Ravidas,
and Charmkar are5.25 per
cent; Dusadh, Dhari, and
Darahi are 5.31 per cent;
Mushahar are 3.08 per cent;
Pasi are0.98 per cent; and
Mehtar are 0.19 per cent.
BSP has considerable
support amongtheChamar,
Mochi, Ravidas, and
Charmkar who form 5.25
per cent of the electorate.
Pasi’sarechiefly with LJP.
Other communitiesmoreor
lessfeel neglected, though,
some of the leaders have
beenwithBJPor withtheir
leadersinNDA.

InGeneral, unreserved
category, Brahminare3.65
per cent, Rajput 3.45 per
cent, Bhumihar 2.87 per cent
and Kayastha0.60 per cent.
Thesehave morepolitical
representation invarious
political partiesthantheir
share in the state’s
population.

Now, when the exact
population shareisknown,
every community would
demandfair political space
inthepartiesthey support.
It would create problemto
every political party, and
ultimately, thecastedynamics
wouldchangethepoliticsin
Bihar, which may trigger
similar exercise in other
states too. Here the BJP
wouldhavetodea withvery
difficult problems.

For example, the
Brahmin, Rajput, Bhumihar
andK ayasthahaveoccupied
disproportionatepolitical
space in the BJP within
general category andalsoin
respect of othersfromOBC,
EBCs, STs, and SCs. All
these four category
politicianswould havemake
roomsfor other communities,

which will be their loss.
Additionally, these four
communitieshavealsobeen
tryingto makethemselves
dominant in general
category, and hencewould
not beeasily ready tolose.
Many |leaders of general
categories are also with
other politica partiesandthe
samewouldapplytoall. For
example, wehaverecently
seen the class between
Rajput/ Thakur versus
Brahmin |eadershipwhen
Manoj Kumar Jhaof RID
recited apoem*“Thakur ka
kuan”. Rajput leader Anand
Mohanhasalso setthestage
for potential clash between
Rajputsand Brahmins.

BJPwill havetoughtime
toresetitssocial engineering
andthesuitablepoliciesnot
onlyinBiharbutasoinother
states. Bihar BJP chief
Samrat Chaudhary’s
statementisindicativeof that
whenhesaid: “Wewill first
study andanalyzethedetails
of the caste-based
headcounts, and then make
our statement on policy
perspectives’.

Thereisalsoapossibility
that the Central BJP
leadershipmay actonRohini
Commission’s
recommendationregarding
equitable allocation of
reservation quotasamong
backward castesand EBCs
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Report ExposesBJP’sClaims

in Central government.

BJPwill havetoinitiate
some other steps for
resetting its social
engineering in Bihar and
acrossthecountry since, all
efforts of mentioning
Muslimsinthecountry by
BJPleadersincludingPrime
Minister NarendraModi to
polarizedHinduvotesintheir
favour seemnotworking. In
caseof Bihar, BJPhasalso
said that JD(U) and RJD
governmentsinthepast had
included upper caste
MuslimsintheEBCs, and
thereforethe Caste Census
report of Bihar isfaulty. It
also hasfailedinwinning
OBC sympathiestowards
BJP.

AstheBJPstandstoday,
itwouldneedtoreworkits
social engineering,inBihar
and elsewhere, inthelight
of Bihar Caste Censusand
theaftermath. Theparty that
wasonceknownastheparty
of BrahminsandBanias, had
extendedtheir support base
to Caste Hindus, that is
general category people,
and then accommodated
many OBC |eaders under
Hindutvapoliticstoupsetthe
OBC politics of social
justice,innowinneedof next
level of socid engineeringin
Bihar andacrossthecountry.

following statement:

accessibility.

should befollowed.

CPI Decries Deathsin

Maharashtra Govt Hospitals

The National Secretariat of the Communist
Party of India issued on October 5, 2023 the

Reports of death in government hospitals at
Aurangabad and Nanded in Maharashtrastate are
disturbing. They exposethegovernment’ sneglect and
thepoor health services. Communist Party of Indiais
constantly demanding that thegovernment should spend
more on health services and improve quality and

Whileextending condolencestothefamily of the
deceased the party demands adequate compensation
and al so strict actionagainst thosewho areresponsible
for thesedeaths. It further demandsthat the system
of drug purchaseand distribution must be streamlined
andthemodel adopted by Tamil Nadu stategovernment
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China-Indiato Develop Space

China, theAsiancountry
is on track to offer paid
spacetravel startingin2025,
led by the government-
backed company CAS
Space. Despitethehostility
between the two
neighbouring countriesthere
asgnificanceunderstanding
amongtheminthefield of
spacescience.

Chinaandndiahavenot
only madesignificant strides
inexploration,fromMarsto
the Moon, but are also
investinginthedevel opment
of space tourism through
various projects.Last
August, Indian scientists
made history by becoming
the first country to
successtully landonthelunar
surface. China, ontheother
hand, has explored the
Moon's far side, reached
Mars with a rover, and
established itsown space
station.

Moreover, now Chinais
ontrack tooffer paid space
travel startingin 2025, led
by thegovernment-backed
company CAS
Space.Accordingto CAS
Spacefounder YangYigiang
suborbital trips are
expected to be available
withinthreeyears, alowing
passengersto experience
weightlessness for 10
minutesat analtitudeof over
100kilometres.

Pricescouldrangefrom
285,000 to 427,000 US
dollar, but CASSpaceaims
tomakethemaccessibleto
themajority. Thecompany,
which separated fromthe
ChinaAcademy of Sciences,
has been compared to
companieslikeBlueOrigin
and SpaceX, withitsfirsttest
flight scheduled for 2023.

Thiseffort alignswith
China sambitiontobecome
aleaderincommercia space
tourismby 2027, according
to Yang. China has
experiencedrapidgrowthin
the commercial space
industry, with over 370
related companiesregistered
asof last year.

Additionally, Hainan
Islandinsouthern Chinais
promotingadifferentform
of spacetourism, thistime
from Earth, as part of its
strategy to become the
country’s space capital.
They aimto attract people
who want towitnessrocket
launchesand experiencethe
thrill of space.

India’s landing on the
lunar surface with the
Chandrayaan-2 spacecraft,
where the Russians had
failedjustafew daysearlier,
hasfurther emphasizedits

Furthermore, thelndian
Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) is
designing an ambitious
prototypeto demonstrate
the capability of manned
spaceflight, scheduled for
late next vyear.The
Gaganyaan project amsto
launchathree-member crew
into a400-kilometer orbit
“for athree-day missionand
their safereturnto Earth,
landinginthewatersof the
Indian Ocean,” asstated on
ISRO’s website.The
planned unmanned test

spaceplans, whichinclude
acommitmenttodeveloping
spacetourism.

The country is
participating in two pilot
projects with the goal of
offeringcommercial trips
beyond Earthinthefuture.
The country is providing
facilities for balloon
experiments to the Tata
Institute of Fundamental
Research (TIFR) in
Hyderabad, as part of a
project by the Spanish
company Hal o Space.

Haloisintheprocessof
developingaprojecttooffer
commercial flightsto the
stratosphere starting in
2025. On December 7th,
Haloconducteditsfirst test
flight, reachinganaltitudeof
37 kilometres using a
stratospheric balloon
carrying a full-scale
prototype of an unmanned
capsule.

ourism

and Stella.

Thefollowingletter was
sent from the Communi st
Party of United States of
America(CPUSA) Labour
Commissionto attendeesof
a “Solidarity with auto
workers’ event, hosted one
day before the UAW’s
contract was set to
expire.The letter was
addressed to fellow
workers. Itwasgreat to see
you at the* Solidarity with
auto workers” online
meeting last week.

missionsincludeaerial drop
tests, mission abort testson
the platform, and vehicle
tests.Whilethisproject does
not yetincludespacetourism,
ISRO hopes that the
development of such
missions will contribute
significantly to future
sustained manned
spaceflight activities.
CPUSASands
withtheUAW

The United Auto
Workers strike against
Detroit automakers has
spreadtodozensof facilites
nationwide. And
the walkoutsaredeepening.
Ford, General Motorslay off
500 USAutoworkersdue
to strike. It isnot adirect
target for work stoppageby
the workers. The UAW
launchedatargeted strikeon
September 150nGM, Ford

Wewantedto sharewith
you some resources for
solidarity action.

Many folks are
introducing resol utions of
support intheir unionsor
other organizations. Here's
alinktoagoodmodel from
the North Dakota AFL-
ClO.

There was a
powerful video by UAW
president ShawnFain. It’s
only 4 minutes and well
worthyourtime. Itexplains
theunion’sstrategy andlinks
toUAW’shistory. It’sgreat
to show to any gathering,
too.

Of course, People’s
World hasup-to-the-minute
coverage. Thebanner onthe
top of the People’'s
World web page takesyou
todll thearticlescoveringthe
strike.

We all want to support

Diary of

| nternational

Events
C. Adhikesavan

thepicketlinesinperson. To
find out how tofind onein
your area, you can contact
me — you saw me in
the video at ameeting—
and I'll work with you.
Contact me directly by
emailing labor
commission@cpusa.org,
and!’ll getright back toyou.

TheUnitedAutoWorkers
launched amajor strike at
select plantsof all theBig 3
automakers. Some 13,000
autoworkerswereonstrike
in Ohio, Michigan, and
Missouri. The UAW
expectedtoannouncemore
striketargetson September
22, turninguptheheat onthe
companies.

Themembers demands
include:

8 Eliminatingtierson
wages and benefits, plus
double-digitraisesfor all

8 Restoring cost-of-
living adjustments, which
weresuspended duringthe
Great Recession

§ Restoring the
defined-benefit pensionand
retireehealth carefor all;
workers hired since 2007
haveneither

§ Increasingpensions
for currentretirees; there's
beennoincreasesince2003

§ Therighttostrike
over plant closures

8§ Makingall current
temps permanent
employees, withstrictlimits
onthefutureuse of temps

8 Increasingpaidtime
off

L abour Notesiscovering
thisrapidly developingstrike
in depth, with multiple
reportersout onthe picket
lines. Unlikethemainstream
media, our coveragedoesn’t
feature CEOs or their
apologists. We' refocused
onworkers' creativity and
insights, andwe' rebuilding
on decadesof coverage of
autoworker organizingand
the bottom-up.
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One Must Watch Movie or Read Book

Today all over theworld
staterepression and anti-
democratictrendisonthe
rise. Fighting thisfascist
trend is a must for all
progressiveforces. Butthe
most important question
today iswhy ordinary men
andwomen aresupporting
suchananti-humantrend!

‘Ordinary men’ afilmon
Netflix based onbook of the
same name written by
Christopher triestoanswer
thequestion.

Thousandsof Germans,
whowerenot Nazi members
worked as police in

horribleatrocitiescommitted
against Jews or peopl e of
occupied territories. The
book and movie speaksto
them andwearesurprised
asmost of themdonot have
remorseforwhat they didbut
justify their actions by
claimingtobevictimsof anti-
German conspiracy. This
perception creation
undertaken by Nazi
propaganda machine and
ideology isvery important
if wewanttounderstandwhy
thishappened.

Germany wasdefeatedin
the First World War and

Dr B. K. Kango

forces. Thiswasexploited
by Nazi Party to create a
feeling of hatred andto hurt
fedings Alsoatthesametime
aperceptionof great German
Aryan race was created.
Thisgreat nationor culture
was defeated because of
Jewsand progressiveforces
particularly Marxistswho
weremostly Jewsand hence
their extermination was
justified and so was war
againstenemies. Thusmost
Germansharboured ‘ hurt’

strengthto Nazi Party.
RSSsinceitsinceptionis
doing the same. Telling
people that great Hindu
cultureand nation havebeen
defeat by foreigners like
Muslimsand Christiansand
wereassistedinthistask by
progressive forces, who
criticizeHinduculture. This
hurtfeelingisthenusedto
justify anti-Muslim stand.
Actslikelovejihad, anti-
conversionlawsandActs
like ban on beef eating or
cow killing are passed to
sustainthat feelingortohelp

naxalsand anti-national are
used against progressive
forces. Henceitisnot an
accident when Rajnath
Singh, KanganaRanawat or
likes tell us that we got
independencein 2014.

Another notablethingis
riseof bigcapital duringthis
period as all demands of
farmersandworkersareput
under the carpet. Towork
without expectations or
complaintsisconsideredas
Desh Bhakti.

Perception creation of
thissortisabigchallenge
beforeall progressiveforces

German- occupied humiliatingconditionswere feelings and superiority policetoharassminorities.  andthisisthemessageof the
territoriesandindulgedin  imposed on it by allied complexwhichinturngave Similarly termslikeurban pook andfilm.
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CPI MP Decries Raids on

15

Journalists, Activists, Authors

TheDelhi policeraided
residences of several
journalists, activigts, authors
andsatiristsandengagedin
searchand seizureof books,
journals, magazines, laptops
andmobilephones, allegedly
without any warrant, onthe
morning of October 3,2023.
It wasreported that houses
of journalists Urmilesh,
Paranjoy GuhaThakurta,
Bhasha Singh, Abhisar
Sharma, Prabir
Purkayastha, Aunindyo
Chakravarty, historian
Sohail

Hashmi, social activist
TeestaSetalvad, author Gita
Hariharan, satirist Sanjay
Rajoura and scientist D
Raghunandanwereraided,
withtheDelhi policegiving
no clarity on the reasons
behindthiscrackdownand
widespread search and
seizures.

The common thread
between the personswho
wereraided istheir well-
known critical approach
towardsthewrongdoingsof
the Modi government,
instead of compliance as

desired by the BJP. These
journalistsandactivistshave
questionedtheM odi regime
onseverd critical issueslike
the mishandling of the
Manipur crisis, the
Adani-Hindenburg
revelations, spread of fake
news, communalisation of
society and media, Pegasus
Snooping issue, corruption
intheRaphael deal, etc. It
ispublicly knownthat the
BJPdidnot allow eventhe
Parliament to discussthe
Manipur crisisor theAdani
revelationandused different

tacticstoavoiddiscussion
on these critical issues,
including by causing
repeated disruptions.
Theraidsconducted on
October 3 should be seen
inthiscontext andthey are
concerningfor thefutureof
independenceof pressand
freedom of speech.
Muzzling of criticismand
curbing free flow of
informationaredetrimental
for democracy. Reactingto
these concerning
developments, CPI national
council secretary Binoy

Viswam said: “Modi
government’scrackdown
on press has already
brought India among the
bottom 20 countriesinthe
WorldPressFreedomIndex.
Severd journaligsareinjails
under draconianchargesfor
reporting thetruth. BJP's
contempt for ademocratic
societyisvisbletoadl. These
raids are condemnable
desperate attemptsto hide
gross mis-governance,
corruptionandfailuresof the
last nineyears.”

On (Record ...

A State Department spokesperson added
the USstrongly supported “therobust role
of themediaglobally, including social media,
inavibrant and free democracy”.The US
government hasseenreportsof NewsClick’s
allegedlinksto Chinaandisawareof concerns
around it though it can’t independently
comment ontheveracity of thoseclaims. But,
asagenera principle, theUScontinuestourge
Indiangovernment aswell other governments
acrosstheworldtorespect thehumanrights
of journalists, includingfreedomof expression
onlineand offline. — The Hindustan Times,
October 4.

**x %

PeoplesDemocratic Party Chief M ehbooba
Mufti condemned theDelhi policeraidson
thepremisesof NewsClick, saying, “ speaking
thetruthinAmritKaal isthebiggest crime”.

SpeakingtoANI, theformer Jammuand
Kashmir Chief Minister said, “ Wecondemn
it. InBJP's* AmritKaal’, speaking thetruth
Isthebiggest crime.”

“They (NewsClick) werequestioningthe
government. They wereasking questionsabout
the 2 crorejobs, 1 15 lakh, which wasto be
depositedinthebank accountsof people, inflation,
womenathleteprotestsandtheM P(BrijBhushan
Singh, whohasbeenaccused of sexud harassment
by femalewrestlers) whoiswalkingfree,” she
said.—ndtv.com, October 4.

* k%

KTR gaveexamplesof former alliessuchas
Shiv Sena(UBT), Shiromani Akali Dal that | eft
theNDA, and asked BJP* who' swithyou except
CBI, ED, I-T? KT Rama Rao, working
president of Bharat RashtraSamihi (BRS), gave
asharpresponseto PrimeMinister Narendra
M odi momentsafter heclaimedthat Telangana
chief minister K Chandrashekar Rao wantedto
jointheNational DemocraticAlliance(NDA),
sayingthat BRSwas* not mad enough’ tojoin
theallianceled by thesaffron party. “Havewe
been bitten by amad dogthat wewill joinNDA?’
heasked whilecounteringPM Modi’sclaim. —
The Hindustan Times, October 3.

* k%

A total of 107 MPs and MLASs have hate
speech casesagainst them and 480 candidates
with such caseshavecontested el ectionsinthe

last fiveyears, accordingto poll rightsbody
Associationfor Democratic Reforms(ADR).

TheADR and National Election Watch
(NEW) haveanalysedthesalf-swornaffidavits
of al theincumbent M Psand MLAS, besides
theunsuccessful candidatesintheAssembly
and Lok Sabha pollsheldinthecountryinthe
said period.

Theanalysisreveal sthat many of theMPs
and MLAs, who aredesignated lawmakers,
haveactually declared casesrelatedto” hate
speech” against themselves. Theanalysisis
based ontheaffidavitssubmitted by theM Ps
and MLASs prior to the last election they
contested. — Thelndian Express, October 3.

Compiled by: C Adhikesavan
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Workers, Farmers Observe Black Day over Kheri Killings

DEMAND ARREST OF UNION
MINISTER OF STATE FOR HOME

Our Special Correspondent

The Central Trade Unions (CTUs), independent
Federations/ Associations and Samyukta Kisan
Morcha (SKM) observed nationwide Black Day on
October 3, 2023, demanding dismissal and prosecution

of Ajay Mishra Teni, the minister of state for home

affairs, thealleged main conspirator of theLakhimpur
Kheri massacre of farmers.

Thefarmersandworkers
acrossthecountry observed
theBlack Day.

Reports have been
pouring in of the protest
demonstrations, effigy
burningand publicmeetings
at district and tehsil
headquarters across the
country. Thecall had been
givenby theAll-IndiaJoint
Conventionof Farmersand
WorkersheldonAugust 24,
2023 at TalkatoraStadium
in New Delhi on behalf of
Samyukta Kisan Morcha
andJoint Platformof Central
Trade Unions and
Independent Sectoral
Federations/ Associations.

Themaindemand of the
protest has been the
consistent demand for
dismissal and prosecution of
thealleged conspirator of the
L akhimpur Kheri massacre
of farmers on October 3,
2021, theUnionminister of
statefor homeaffairsAjay
MishraTeni. Theminister
and hissonAshish Mishra
Teni were allegedly the
masterminds of the
massacreand four farmers
NakshatraSingh, Gurvinder
Singh, Lavpreet Singhand
Daljeet Singh and one
journalist Raman K ashyap
werekilled intheattack.

Themassacrewas part
of thedesign by theBJPto
suppresstheunitedfarmers

struggleagainst thethree
pro-corporate Farm Acts
aimed at corporatisation of
agriculture. However, the
unitedfarmers strugglethat
wasactively supported by
theJoint Platformof Central
Trade Unions and
Federations and other
sections of the society,
succeeded to force Prime
Minister NarendraModi to
tender anapol ogy andreped
thethreeFarmActsinthe
Parliament. Inthishistoric
movement, the protesters
had braved all severe
weather conditions, faced
oppression and worst
abuses but they
were steadfastintheir battle
forjusticeand 735farmers
were martyred in this
agitation.

Ajay Mishra Teni
continuesinthecabinetwith

blessings of the prime

minister thoughhisnamewas
registeredintheFIR. Only
after the Supreme Court
intervenedinthematter and
directed to arrest the
culprits, the BJPled state
governmentinUttar Pradesh
arrestedAshishMishraTeni
and other accused. Some
innocent farmershaveal so
been arrested and
imprisoned by the state
government.

This black day
observance symbolises
protest agal nst aI linci dents

of repression/ attacksonthe
demoacraticmovement of the
toilingpeopleandondaughts
on their rights with a
determinationtocombat and
resist such repressive
designs. Thisgovernment
had brought notorious
Essential Defence Services
Actcriminalizingthestrikes
not only by the defence
sector but all related
servicesand eventhosewho
support strike.

TheBJPgovernment at
the Centre and the right-
wing stategovernmentsare
highly undemocratic,
unleashing repressionand
terror and evoking
draconian lawsincluding
UAPA against theworkers,
farmersand other sections
of thepeoplewhoareraising
theirvoicefortherrightsand
entitlements and against
anti-peoplepolicies. Today
weget thenewsof raidsin
thehousesof journalistswho
guestionthewrong doings
of thegovernment, whereas

many of the false cases
lodged against thefarmers
during the historic kisan
struggle are yet to be
withdrawn.

The Joint Platform of
Central Trade Unions,
sectoral Federations/
Associations and the
Samyukta Kisan Morcha
havepledgedintheirjoint
convention to strengthen
their struggleagainstthepro-
corporate, anti-farmer,
anti-worker and anti-
national policies of the
Narendra M odi
government.

Delhi Marks
Black Day

Onthejointcall of United
Trade Union Forum and
United Kisan Morcha, on
October 3 2023, workers
and farmers jointly
celebrated Black Day at
Jantar MantarinNew Delhi.

Today’sprogrammewas
organizedinfront of Bank
of Barodaon Sansad Marg.
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